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New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, chairing a 
high-level meeting on Thursday 
to review the public health re-
sponse measures for containing 
and managing Covid-19 and 
strengthening health infrastruc-
ture including availability of 
drugs and oxygen cylinders 
amid the growing Omicron 
scare, called for prompt and ef-
fective contact tracing, ramping 
up of testing, and accelerating 
vaccination.

He was briefed about the 
emerging scenario globally 
driven by the new variant, with 
an overview of surge in cases in 
countries having high vaccina-
tion coverage and presence of 
Omicron variant. He was also 
apprised of the technical brief 
and priority actions recom-
mended by the WHO in the 
context. 

A snapshot of the status 
of Covid-19 and its Omicron 
variant in the country, includ-
ing states reporting a higher 
number of cases, districts re-
porting higher positivity, and 
higher number of clusters was 

presented to him. He was also 
briefed about the actions taken 
when the first advisory of the 
Health Ministry was shared 
with the states.The PM directed 
the officials to maintain a high 
level of vigil and alertness at 
all levels. 

He directed the Centre to 
work in close coordination 
with the states to support 
their efforts of public health 
measures of containment and 
management under the ‘Whole 
of Government’ approach.”The 
strategy of the Centre for pro-
active, focussed, collaborative 

and cooperative fight against 
the pandemic should guide all 
our future actions,” he said.”

In view of the new variant, 
we should be ‘satark’ (alert) and 
‘saavdhan’ (cautious). The fight 
against the pandemic is not over 
and the need for continued ad-
herence to Covid safe behaviour 
is of paramount importance 
even today,” he stressed.The 
PM directed the officials to en-
sure that the health systems in 
the states, beginning from the 
district level, are strengthened 
to meet any challenge posed by 
the new variant. It is important 

for states to ensure that the 
oxygen supply equipments are 
installed and fully functional, he 
said.He also told the officials 
to work with the states on a 
regular basis and review the 
status of preparedness of vari-
ous components of health in-
frastructure including training 
and capacity building of human 
resources, timely availability of 
ambulances, readiness of states 
to operationalise Covid facilities 
for institutional quarantining, 
and effective and supervised 

monitoring of those in home 
isolation.Heightened and close 
monitoring of emerging clusters 
and hotspots through and active, 
prompt and effective surveil-
lance should continue, he stated. 

He directed for sending a 
good number of positive sam-
ples for genome sequencing 
to INSACOG labs in a prompt 
manner, while accelerating the 
testing to ensure quick iden-
tification of cases for timely 
containment and treatment.
The PM said that teams should 

be sent to the states with low 
vaccination, rising cases, and 
insufficient health infrastruc-
ture to assist them improve 
the situation.Apprised that 
more than 88 per cent of the 
eligible population is adminis-
tered the first dose of Covid-19 
vaccine and more than 60 per 
cent the second dose, he said 
that states need to ensure that 
the eligible population is fully 
vaccinated and to proceed to 
meet the target in a saturation  
mode.� AGENCIES

PM calls for effective contact tracing, strengthening 
health infra amid Omicron scareNew Delhi:  

Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi 
on Friday said 
that all the reli-
gions pay a price 
for the violence 
propagated by 
hate-mongers. 
In a tweet after 
the Haridwar 
incident came 
to light, Rahul 
said, “Hindutva-
dis always spread 
hatred and vio-
lence and Hindus 
Muslims Sikhs 
and Christians 
pay the price but not any more.”The incident was reported 
to have taken place in Haridwar during an event held from 
December 17 to 20. 

The video clips circulated on social media say that “Hin-
dus should arm themselves like those seen in Myanmar, 
every Hindu must pick up weapons and conduct a Safayi 
Abhiyan.”Congress General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
had sought action against those people who incited hatred 
and called for ‘unleashing violence against followers of a 
particular religion’.Priyanka said, “Strictest action should be 
taken against those who incite hatred and violence of this kind. 

It is despicable that they should get away with making 
an open call to murder our respected ex-PM and unleash 
violence against people of different communities.””Such acts 
violate our constitution and the law of our land,” she added.
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh said, “Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas is total Bakwaas as far as the Prime 
Minister and his drumbeaters are concerned. 

It’s only an empty slogan! Why the thundering silence 
on the atrocious hate speech made in Haridwar? Why the 
paralysis from the Home Minister & Uttarakhand CM?”The 
three-day event was organised by Yati Narasimhanand, a 
controversial religious leader who has been accused in the 
past of inciting violence.The Uttarakhand police have lodged 
an FIR in the case against Jitendra Narayan Tyagi, who was 
former Shia Waqf board chairman and recently converted 
to Hinduism.� AGENCIES

Hindutvavadis spread 
hatred: Rahul Gandhi

Karnataka passes ‘anti-conversion 
Bill’ amid uproar

Belagavi (Karnataka): The contentious “anti-conver-
sion Bill” was passed by the Karnataka Assembly on Thursday 
amid din, with CM B Bommai terming it as constitutional 
and legal, and aimed at getting rid of the menace of religious 
conversion.Opposing the Karnataka Protection of Right 
to Freedom of Religion Bill, 2021, the Congress dubbed it 

“anti-people”, “inhuman”, “anti-constitutional”, “anti-poor” 
and “draconian”.It urged that the Bill should not be passed 
for any reason. The JD (S) too expressed its opposition to the 
Bill, which was introduced in the Assembly on Tuesday. The 
Bill provides for protection of right to freedom of religion and 
prohibition of conversion by misrepresentation, force, undue 
influence, allurement or any fraudulent means. � AGENCIES

Patna: The Darbhanga unit 
of the Bajrang Dal has threat-
ened to start a movement 
against ‘love jihad’ from Friday. 
This was announced after two 
cousin sisters from Darbhanga 
eloped with two youths from 
the Muslim community and got 
married in a mosque in Kolkata 
a few weeks ago.

The family members of the 
girls registered an FIR against 
their boyfriends under the IPC 
section of kidnapping. The 
Darbhanga police managed to 
arrest the two youths on De-
cember 16 and produced them 
in the district court which sent 
them to 14 days judicial custo-
dy.Anand Prakash Madhukar, 
the President of Darbhanga’s 
Bajrang Dal unit, said that the 

family members of the two 
girls started a protest after this 
incident and the Darbhanga 

police arrested the two youths 
under pressure from the girls’ 
families.

“The mental state of one of 
the girls is unstable. Still the 
youth from the other commu-
nity eloped with the girl. This 
seems to be done intentionally 
which comes under love jihad,” 
Madhukar added.”Cases like 
these are increasing in the 
country. 

We need to have a strong 
law against them. Under the 
pretext of love jihad, youths 
from the other community 
were involved in affairs with 
Hindu girls intentionally, 
indulging in marriages and 
forcing them to change their 
religion. The young girls do 
not know the consequences of 
such acts. Basically, the idea 
behind love jihad is to torture 
Hindu girls after marriage,” 

Madhukar said.”We have de-
cided to start a movement in 
the area to make people aware 
about the consequences of 
love jihad. We also want to at-
tract the attention of the state 
and Central governments to 
make stringent laws against 
love jihad,” he added.Krishna 
Nandan Kumar, Darbhanga 
(Sadar) Sub-Divisional Po-
lice Officer, said that an FIR 
under the IPC section of 
kidnapping was registered 
in Singwara police station in 
the district.”We have arrested 
the accused and traced the two 
girls from Kolkata. The girls 
have changed their religion 
after marriage with the two 
accused persons,” the official 
added.� AGENCIES

Kolkata: Months ahead 
of the Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration (GTA) elec-
tion, former GJM leader Binay 
Tamang, who had quit the 
Hills-based party earlier this 
year, joined the ruling TMC 
on Friday. Rohit Sharma, an 
ex-legislator of the Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha (GJM), also 
followed suit.Both of them 
were handed over TMC flags 
by state ministers Moloy 
Ghatak and Bratya Basu.

Asked about his stance on 
the Gorkhaland issue, Ta-
mang said development of 
Darjeeling and Kalimpong 
hills tops the list of his priori-
ties. “Development of hills is 
my top priority. The BJP is 
trying to use the statehood 
issue to fool the people of the 
Darjeeling and Kalimpong. 
Since 2009, the party has 

been saying that it supports 
the Gorkhaland demand, but 
no step was so far taken in 
this regard. 

“They (BJP leaders) have 
also tried to divide Bengal, 
but this will not be allowed. 
We are united. We are join-
ing the TMC to work for the 
development of the hills,” he 
said.Describing Mamata Ba-
nerjee as a “dynamic and vi-
sionary leader”, Tamang said 
he would like to see her as a 

“prime ministerial candidate 
in 2024”.Tamang further said 
that “if GJM founder Bimal 
Gurung, former party leader 
Anit Thapa and others want to 
join the All India Trinamool 
Congress, they are most wel-
come”.Gurung had earlier this 
year pledged his support to 
the TMC.

Welcoming the two into 

the party, Ghatak said the 
move made by Tamang and 
Sharma would significantly 
impact the politics of the hills.
Reacting to the development, 
the BJP said it was on ex-
pected lines as Tamang had 
been working with the state’s 
ruling party for the last few 
years.The picturesque Dar-
jeeling has repeatedly wit-
nessed violent agitation over 
the demand for a separate 
state of Gorkhaland, the lat-
est being in 2017, when a 
104-day-long strike over the 
issue brought the region to a 
standstill. The strike also led 
to a split in the GJM, with 
Binay Tamang, once a deputy 
to the outfit’s supremo Gu-
rung, taking over the party’s 
reins and expelling the boss. 
Although the GJM faction led 
by Gurung continued to align 

with the BJP, the other camp, 
headed by Tamang, joined 
hands with the ruling TMC 
in the state. 

Gurung, who had been in 
hiding for three years, how-
ever, resurfaced in Kolkata 
in October last year to lend 
its support to the TMC af-
ter quitting the NDA. Polls 
to the 45-member GTA are 
likely to be held early next 
year.The last election to the 
semi-autonomous council 
was held in 2012.Tamang’s 
joining the TMC comes at a 
time when a section of BJP 
leaders have renewed the 
demand for Gorkhaland and 
also sought to carve out north 
Bengal as a centrally-admin-
istered Union territory, citing 
disparity in development and 
injustice to the people of the 
region. � AGENCIES

New Delhi:  The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on 
Thursday chargesheeted four Khalistan Tiger Force Opera-
tive in connection with the case of targeted killing of ‘Dera 
Saccha Sauda’ follower Manohar Lal.The chargesheet was 
filed before a special NIA court in Mohali under sections 
120B, 109, 201 and 302 of IPC, sections 16, 17, 18, 18B, 20 
and 23 of Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, and section 
25 (1A), 25 (6), 25 (7) and 27 Arms Act against.

Those who are chargesheeted by NIA are Kamaljeet 
Sharma alias Kamal, Ram Singh alias Sona, Arshdeep Singh 
alias Arsh and Hardeep Singh Nijjar. The NIA officials said 
that Nijjar and Arsh are presently living in Canada.Initially, 
in November 2020 a case was filed with Dyalpura Police 
Station of Punjab in connection with the targeted killing of 
Dera Saccha Sauda follower Manohar Lal by two persons 
identified as accused Kamaljeet Sharma and Ram Singh 
alias Sona. Later on the case was transferred to NIA to 
further probe the matter.

NIA found in the probe that accused Hardeep Singh Nijjar, 
self-styled chief of Khalistan Tiger Force (KTF), a desig-
nated terrorist, along with his associate Arshdeep Singh 
alias Arash had formed a gang and recruited gangsters 
Kamaljeet Sharma, Ram Singh and others. He chose the 
Punjab based people. After recruiting them, the persons 
were given task go threaten and extorting money from 
Punjab based businessmen. Later they indulged in target 
killing of the persons to disturb the communal harmony in 
Punjab. The NIA collected evidences against the accused. 
After making a foolproof chargesheet they filed it before 
the concerned court.Further investigation in the case is 
continued.� AGENCIES

Former GJM leader Binay Tamang joins TMCNIA files chargesheet 
in Dera follower’s 
targeted killing case

Bajrang Dal threatens stir against ‘love jihad’ in Bihar’s Darbhanga IAF’s MiG-21 plane crashes 
in Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer
Jaipur/Delhi: A MiG-21 
plane of the Indian Air Force 
crashed in Rajasthan’s Jais-
almer on Friday night during 
a training sortie.The plane 
crashed in the Desert National 
Park area under the Sam po-
lice station, Jaisalmer SP Ajay 
Singh told PTI.The SP said 
local police reached the spot 
and he is also on the way to 
the crash site.The IAF said on 
Twitter, This evening, around 
8,30 pm, a MiG-21 aircraft of 
IAF met with a flying accident 
in the western sector during 
a training sortie.Further de-
tails are awaited. An inquiry 
is being ordered, it added.
The IAF did not comment 
anything about the pilot’s  
condition.� AGENCIES

NEWDELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will 
address the Gurpurab cel-
ebrations of Guru Nanak at 
Lakhpat Sahib gurdwara in 
Kutch, Gujarat, on Saturday 
via video-conferencing, his 
office said.Every year from 
December 23 to December 
25, Sikhs in Gujarat celebrate 
the Gurpurab of Guru Nanak 
at Lakhpat Sahib gurdwara, 
it said, noting that the first 

Sikh guru had stayed at 
Lakhpat during the course 
of his travels. Lakhpat Sa-
hib gurdwara has his relics, 
including wooden footwear 
and palki (cradle) as well as 
manuscripts and marking 
scripts of Gurmukhi.

The PMO noted that the 
gurdwara had suffered dam-
age during the 2001 earth-
quake, and Modi, the then 
chief minister, had under-

taken urgent measures to 
ensure its repair.”This step 
showed the deep reverence 
of the Prime Minister for 
the faith, as also reflected in 
multiple recent endeavours, 
including the celebrations of 
550th Parkash Purab of Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji, 350th Parkash 
Purab of Guru Gobind Singh 
Ji, and 400th Parkash Purab 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur,” the 
PMO said. � AGENCIES

Modi to address Gurpurab celebrations in Gujarat’s Kutch on Today

CJI expresses shock over Ludhiana court blast
Hyderabad: Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana said 
here on Thursday that he is deeply shocked to hear about the 
news of explosion that rocked the Ludhiana District Court 
Complex in Punjab. The blast on Thursday left two persons 
dead, while at least four persons have been reported injured.
Expressing grave concern at the lack of adequate security in 
court complexes, Justice Ramana hoped that the law enforcing 
agencies will pay necessary attention to ensure protection for 
the court complexes and all the stake holders. Such incidents 
occurring in quick succession across the country is a worri-
some trend, he observed.Justice Ramana, who is in Hyderabad, 
called up the Chief Justice of Punjab and Haryana High Court, 
Justice Ravi Shankar Jha, and enquired about the develop-
ment.Justice Ramana offered condolences to members of the 
bereaved families, and wished speedy recovery of the injured 
victims.� AGENCIES

NewDelhi:  India has re-
ported a total of 415 Omicron 
cases, the Health Ministry 
said this morning. At least 
115 have recovered, it said.

The 358 Omicron Covid 
variant cases have been detect-
ed across 17 states and union 
territories so far, it showed.
Maharashtra has recorded the 
highest number of 88 cases of 
the Omicron variant, followed 
by Delhi with 67, Telangana 
38, Tamil Nadu 34, Karnataka 
31 and Gujarat 30.

The ministry data updated 
at 8 am also showed that India 
recorded 6,650 new coronavi-
rus infections, taking its tally 
of cases to 3,47,72,626, while 
the count of active cases has 
declined to 77,516.The death 
toll due to the disease has 

climbed to 4,79,133, with 374 
daily fatalities being recorded, 
it showed.The daily rise in 
new coronavirus infections 
has been recorded below 
15,000 for the last 57 days.

The tally of active cases 
has declined to 77,516, which 

comprises 0.22 per cent of 
the total infections, the low-
est since March 2020. The 
national COVID-19 recovery 
rate has further improved to 
98.40 per cent, the highest 
since March 2020, the min-
istry said.A decrease of 775 

cases has been recorded in 
the active COVID-19 caseload 
in a span of 24 hours, as per 
the data.The daily positivity 
rate was recorded at 0.57 per 
cent. It has been less than two 
per cent for 81 days now.The 
weekly positivity rate was re-
corded at 0.59 per cent. This 
has been below one per cent 
for 40 days now, according 
to the health ministry.

The number of people 
who have recuperated from 
the disease has surged to 
3,42,15,977, while the case 
fatality rate was recorded at 
1.38 per cent.The cumulative 
number of doses administered 
in the country so far under the 
nationwide COVID-19 vac-
cination drive has exceeded 
140.31 crore.� AGENCIES

India’s Omicron tally rises to 415
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Multi-vitamins, paracetamol only treatment 
given to 40 Omicron patients at Delhi hospital

NewDelhi: Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal held a meeting on 
Thursday on the rise in 
cases of the coronavirus 
and its variant Omicron, 
and directed officials to 
wrap up preparations to 
tackle any surge, includ-
ing building the capacity 
to follow up on over one 
lakh positive persons in 
home isolation, official 
sources said.The meeting 
was attended by Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia, Health Minister 
Satyendar Jain, Revenue 
Minister Kailash Gahlot 
and senior officials.

“The chief minister di-
rected that although the 
number of cases was low 
currently, all the prepa-
rations, including stock 
of medicines, oxygen 
tankers, oximeters and 
other such necessities, 
should be readied within 
24 hours,” a source said.
It was pointed out in the 
meeting that symptoms 
were mild in the new 
wave of infections and 
hospitalisation was not 
likely to be required in 
most cases, so prepara-
tions for people getting 
treated in home isolation 
should be prioritised, they 
said.“The chief minister 
directed that prepara-
tion should be such that 

over one lakh cases in 
home isolation could be 
followed up, if the infec-
tions increase in coming 
days,” the source said.It 
was also directed that in 
order to ward off panic, 
every person tested for 
COVID-19 should receive 
a phone call from the gov-
ernment reassuring them 
of all the necessary help 
and treatment if found 
positive, they added.The 
daily number of fresh 
cases of COVID-19 has 
started going up in Del-
hi. The health bulletin 
of the Delhi government 
on Wednesday reported 
125 cases.According to 
the Union Health Min-
istry, the number of 
Omicron-infected peo-
ple in Delhi rose to 64 on 
Thursday, from 57 a day  
before.� AGENCIES

Kejriwal holds meet 
on Omicron situation

New Delhi: Multi-vitamins 
and paracetamol were the only 
treatment provided to Omi-
cron patients at Delhi’s Lok 
Nayak hospital so far, doc-
tors said on Friday.The LNJP 
Hospital, which is the Delhi 
government’s largest health-
care facility, has reported 40 
cases of the new coronavirus 
variant of concern till now. 
Nineteen of these patients 
have already been discharged.
A senior doctor at the hospi-
tal said around 90 per cent 
of the patients are “asymp-
totic” and the rest showed 
mild symptoms like “sore 
throat, low-grade fever and 
body ache”.“The treatment 
included only multi-vitamins 
and paracetamol tablets. We 
didn’t feel the need to give 
them any other medicine,” 
he said.

The doctor said most of the 
patients are those who tested 
COVID-19 positive at the air-
port upon arrival from foreign 
countries. Most of them are 
fully vaccinated and “three-
four have even taken booster 

shots”, he added.The patients 
included an MP of an African 
country, a member of a royal 
family from a north Indian 
state, and family members 
of bureaucrats, a source said.
According to data from the 
Union Health Ministry, Delhi 
has logged 67 Omicron cases 
so far, of which 23 have been 
discharged.Besides the LNJP 
Hospital, Sir Ganga Ram City 
Hospital, Max Hospital Sa-
ket, Fortis Hospital in Vasant 

Kunj and Batra Hospital in 
Tughlakabad have also set 
up facilities for treating and 
isolating suspected cases of 
Omicron following orders 
from the city government.

Genome sequencing of 
samples of all COVID-19-in-
fected people in Delhi is being 
conducted since Wednesday 
(December 22) to ascertain 
if the new Omicron variant 
has spread in the community.
The Delhi government-run 

labs at the Lok Nayak hospital 
and the Institute of Liver and 
Biliary Sciences can sequence 
100 samples each day. Two 
Centre-run labs in Delhi can 
sequence 200-300 samples a 
day, according to city Health 
Minister Satyendar Jain.

Anticipating a surge in 
Covid cases due to the fast-
spreading Omicron variant, 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Thursday said 
his government has made 
preparations to handle one 
lakh patients and conduct 

three lakh tests daily, and to 
ensure availability of enough 
manpower, medicines and 
oxygen.Kejriwal stressed 
that the latest variant of the 
coronavirus spreads rapidly 
and claimed that it causes 
“very mild” infection, fewer 
hospitalisations and deaths.
Therefore, the government 
has been focusing on strength-
ening its home-isolation 
module, and directions have 
been issued to hire agencies 
for treating patients at their 
homes, he said. � AGENCIES

Delhi riots case: Charges framed 
against gun-toting Shahrukh Pathan

Delhi govt orders 
increasing salaries of 
guest teachers in its 
schools

New Delhi: The Delhi 
government has directed 
the Directorate of Educa-
tion to work out a proposal 
to increase the salaries of 
guest teachers in city gov-
ernment schools, according 
to an official statement.A 
delegation of the Dilli 
Atithi Shikshak Sangh 
met Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal and Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia 
on Wednesday and submit-
ted a representation on 
behalf of guest teachers 
posted in the schools of the 
Delhi government.They 
also shared their teaching-
learning experiences with 
students in schools during 
the meeting, the state-
ment said. 

“As a token of gratitude 
to guest teachers teach-
ing in Delhi government 
schools, the Kejriwal 
government has ordered 
to increase their salaries. 
This comes as a gift ahead 
of the upcoming New 
Year and will provide 
significant relief to them 
in the pandemic,” it said.
The statement said a 
major request of the guest 
teachers, as mentioned 
in their representation, 
was regarding the revi-
sion of their remunera-
tion.Keeping inflation, 
increase in cost of living, 
and hardship of families 
due to Covid-19 in mind, 
the Delhi government has 
directed the Education 
Department to increase 
the remuneration of guest 
and contract teachers, it 
added.� AGENCIES

New Delhi: Delhi Po-
lice have filed a chargesheet 
against seven accused in a 
case related to the shootout 
in the Rohini court in which 
jailed gangster Jitender Gogi 
and two assailants dressed 
as lawyers were killed. 
The assailants, who were 
from the rival gang, opened 
fire at undertrial prisoner 
Gogi inside a courtroom, 
where a murder case was 
being heard against him on 
September 24. The duo were 
then killed in a swift police 
counter-fire.

The chargesheet, filed 
on December 20, named 
gangsters Tillu and Naveen 
Bali, Umang Yadav, Vinay 
Yadav, Ashish Yadav and the 
two deceased—Rahul K and 
Jagdeep Jagga—as accused.
The police filed the final 
report for offences under 
sections 302 (murder), 
120B (conspiracy), 353 (as-
sault), 201 (destruction of 
evidence), 186 (obstructing 

public servant in discharge 
of public functions) of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC).
The incident had happened 
inside courtroom number 
207 presided by Additional 
Sessions Judge Gagandeep 
Singh. In a video footage 
of the shootout involving 
the two attackers, gunshots 
were heard and policemen 
and lawyers were seen in a 
scramble.  � AGENCIES

Delhi Police file chargesheet in 
Rohini court shootout case

New Delhi: A 20-year-old 
man was allegedly abducted 
in Ghazipur area and held 
captive for three hours by an 
unidentified person in his 
car at gun point, the police 
said on Monday.

The incident took place 
on December 17, when Kin-
shuk Agarwal, son of a ban-
quet hall owner in Ashok 
Vihar, went to Ghazipur 
Mandi with two others to 
buy flowers for work, the 
police said.There, a man 
forced himself into his car 
and forced him to drive it 
towards Ashok Vihar area 

all the while threatening 
him with a gun, they said.
The incident came to light 
the next day, when Vikas 
Agarwal, a resident of 
Shalimar Bagh, reported 
the matter to the police.

According to the com-
plaint, the accused took 
Kinshuk’s phone and called 
his father and demanded 
Rs 1 crore from him to re-
lease his son.Vikas tried 
to negotiate and urged the 
accused to leave his son. 
But the accused threatened 
to kill his son if he did not 
pay the sum, Deputy Com-

missioner of Police (East) 
Priyanka Kashyap said.Vi-
kas eventually agreed to 
pay Rs 50 lakh in ransom 
for the release of his son, 
she said.He reached Ashok 
Vihar near a school where 
the accused had asked him 
to come to pay the ransom. 
He was forced to sit inside 
the car by the accused, and 
when he did he took the cash 
bag from him and instructed 
the father and son to drop 
him near Mukarba Chowk, 
the officer said.

On the complaint filed by 
the victim’s father, a case un-
der Section 364 (kidnapping 
for ransom) and criminal 
intimidation (506) of the 
Indian Penal Code and other 
sections under Arms Act was 
registered, the officer said.
CCTV footages in and around 
the scene of crime are being 
scanned to identify the cul-
prit and nab him, the police  
said.� AGENCIES

Banquet hall owner’s son abducted, released 
after Rs 50 lakh ransom in Delhi’s Ashok Vihar
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New Delhi: A Delhi court 
on Thursday framed charges 
against Shahrukh Pathan - 
who was seen pointing a gun 
at a policeman in a viral video 
during violence in the capital’s 
northeast area in February 
2020 - under various offences 
dealing with rioting, unlaw-
ful assembly, and attempted 
murder.Additional Sessions 
Judge Amitabh Rawat also 
framed charges against the 
other four accused, Salman, 
Gulfam, Aatir and Osama in 
an FIR registered at Jafrabad 
police station, pertain to un-
lawful assembly.The four other 
accused, armed with bottles, 

stones and pistols, obstructed 
police officials or public ser-
vants, who were posted there 
to maintain law and order, in 
the discharge of their public 
functions, according to the 
case.

As the accused pleaded 
not guilty and claimed trial, 
the court listed the matter 
for prosecution evidence on 
January 21, 2022.According 
to police, the accused caused 
injuries to police personnel 
and a gunshot injury was sus-
tained by Rohit Shukla.Earlier, 
in a separate case, the court 
had framed charges against 
Shahrukh Pathan, who had 

allegedly pointed a gun at a 
policeman, observing he had 
raised his pistol not sideways 
but straight - at Head Consta-
ble (HC) Deepak Dahiya who 
is taller than him but the direc-
tion of the pistol was aimed at 
the cop’s head and even the 
point at which the trigger is 
pulled, the aim was straight 
towards Dahiya.

His illegal firearm, a 7.65 
mm pistol along with two live 
rounds, was recovered and it 
was found that several shots 
had been fired by him, accord-
ing to police.The judge charged 
Pathan under Sections 147 
(punishment for rioting), 148 
(rioting armed with a deadly 
weapon), 186 (obstructing 
public servant in discharge 
of duty), and 188 (disobedi-
ence to order duly promul-
gated by public servant) of the 
IPC.Charges were also framed 
under sections 353 (assault), 
307 (attempt to murder) read 
with section 149 (member 
of unlawful assembly guilty 
of a common offence) of the 
IPC and various sections 
of the Arms Act, to which 
he pleaded not guilty and 
claimed trial.� AGENCIES

New Delhi: A restaurant 
was sealed in south Delhi’s 
Mehrauli area for violating the 
Delhi Disaster Management 
Authority’s guidelines, an of-
ficial said here on Friday.“The 
restaurant named Diablo was 
found violating DDMA guide-
lines,” Additional DCP South 
M Harshawardhan said.He in-
formed that there was excessive 
overcrowding in the restaurant 
after which it was sealed.

The police have registered 
an FIR under sections 188 
(Disobedience to order duly 
promulgated by public servant) 
and 269 (Negligent act likely 
to spread infection of disease 
dangerous to life) against the 
establishment at the Mehrauli 
police station.In view of the ris-
ing cases of Omicron in Delhi, 
the Delhi Disaster Management 

Authority (DDMA) had reduced 
the capacity at public places like 
restaurants, auditoriums and 
assembly halls to 50 per cent, 
while gatherings at wedding 
functions was capped at 200 
persons to curb the spread of 
the new Covid variant.There 
will be a ban on all kinds of 
gatherings on Christmas and 
New Year in the national capi-
tal. However, it said that all 
religious places will remain 
open on December 25 and 31.

The order had further asked 
the district magistrates to sur-
vey the areas falling within their 
jurisdiction and identify the 
places, which have the potential 
of becoming Covid hotspots and 
tighten the enforcement ma-
chinery by deploying sufficient 
number of enforcement teams 
on field for keeping vigil at pub-
lic places and for enforcing Co-
vid appropriate behaviour.“All 
district magistrates as well as 
DCPs shall conduct surprise 
checks and raids in their re-
spective areas and shall take 
strict penal action against the 
defaulters,” the DDMA had 
stated.� AGENCIES

Police tightens noose on hotels 
violating COVID norms; club sealed

New Delhi: The Delhi High 
Court on Thursday listed for 
hearing on January 25 actor 
Juhi Chawla’s appeal against 
an order dismissing her lawsuit 
against the 5G rollout, saying 
there was no grave urgency in 
the matter.A bench headed by 
Justice Vipin Sanghi stated 
that there were several other 
cases listed for hearing before 
it and the appeal concerned 
an order that was passed six 
months ago.“Order is of June. 
You come now. Six months 
have gone,” remarked the 
bench also comprising Justice 
Jasmeet Singh after the case 
was initially listed for hearing 
in February.

Senior counsel Salman 
Khurshid, appearing for 
Chawla, said that the present 
case was an “unfortunate” one 
and urged the court to advance 
the date of hearing.In June, 

a single judge had described 
the lawsuit by Chawla and two 
others against the 5G rollout as 
“defective”, “abuse of process 
of law” and filed for “gaining 
publicity” while dismissing it 
with costs of Rs 20 lakh.

In her appeal before the di-
vision bench of the high court, 
the actor and other appellants 
have contended that the single 
judge dismissed the plea and 
imposed costs without any 
jurisdiction and contrary to the 

settled law.It is claimed that a 
plaint can be dismissed only 
after it has been allowed to be 
registered as a suit. The appel-
lants have further reiterated 
their concerns surrounding the 
harmful impact of 5G technol-
ogy and submitted, “Every day 
that the 5G trials are allowed 
to continue constitutes a dis-
tinct and imminent danger to 
the health of the people who 
reside in the vicinity of the 
area where the trials are being 
conducted.”      

In the lawsuit, the appel-
lants had claimed that if the 
telecom industry’s plans for 5G 
come to fruition, “no person, 
animal, bird, insect and plant 
on earth will be able to avoid 
exposure, 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year, to levels of RF 
radiation that are 10x to 100x 
times greater than what exists 
today”.� AGENCIES

Delhi HC to hear in January Juhi Chawla’s 
appeal against dismissal of lawsuit against 5G
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NGT asks authorities to look into  
sewage dumping on south Delhi roads
New Delhi: The National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) has 
directed the Delhi Environ-
ment Department and others 
to look into the dumping of 
sewage carried by unauthor-
ised vehicles on public roads 
at various places in south 
Delhi, and to to hold a joint 
meeting with officials con-
cerned on the issue for steps 
including scientific disposal 
of sewage.
The NGT bench, headed by 
Justice (retd) Adarsh Kumar 

Goel, noted that in violation 
of the Water (Prevention 
and Control of Pollution) 

Act, 1974 making untreated 
disposal of such waste is a 
criminal offence, having seri-

ous adverse effects on public 
health and the environment.
It further directed the Secre-
taries of the Urban Develop-
ment and the Environment 
Departments to discuss with 
the Municipal Corporations 
and the Delhi Jal Board to 
decide the course of action 
in the complaint which speci-
fied locations at Chandan 
Hola Main Road Bus Stand 
near Pulliya, Gadaipur Bandh 
Road, DLF, and Vasant Kunj 
Farm House.� AGENCIES

Delhi’s experiences ‘severe’ air quality for 3rd day on trot
New Delhi: The national 
capital’s air quality was in 
the ‘severe’ category for 
the third day in a row on 
Thursday due to low wind 
speed and high humidity, 
authorities said.The city’s 
24-hour average air quality 
index read 423 at 4 pm. On 
Wednesday, it was 407 and 
on Thursday 402.Neigh-
bouring Faridabad (452), 
Ghaziabad (411), Greater 
Noida (412), Gurgaon (362) 
and Noida (412) also re-
corded their air quality in 
the “severe” category.

An AQI between zero and 
50 is considered ‘good’, 51 

and 100 ‘satisfactory’, 101 
and 200 ‘moderate’, 201 
and 300 ‘poor’, 301 and 
400 ‘very poor’, and 401 
and 500 ‘severe’.

The Ministry of Earth 
Sciences’ air quality fore-
cast agency SAFAR said 

low ventilation and high 
humidity have led to such 
a situation. Similar condi-
tions will further increase 
the AQI on Friday, it said.
According to the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment, the humidity lev-
els oscillated between 61 
per cent and 95 per cent. 

Weather experts said the 
slowing down of winds due 
to a western disturbance 
affecting northwest India is 
leading to accumulation of 
pollutants and high mois-
ture content in the air turns 
pollutants heavier, making 
dispersion difficult.

The wind speed will re-
main low in the coming 
days due to two back-to-
back western disturbances. 
Light rain is likely in the 
plains of north India be-
tween December 27 and 
December 29 which may 
improve the air quality a 
bit.� AGENCIES
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Panaji:  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has changed 
the working culture in a 
democracy, BJP national 
president J.P. Nadda said 
here on Wednesday, add-
ing that when the Prime 
Minister of India speaks 
on international issues, the 
world now listens.Nadda, 
who was speaking at a func-
tion organised by the Goa 
BJP to release its 10-year 
report card on governance, 
Nadda also said that un-
der previous regimes, India 
was known as a corrupt and 
backward country.“There 
is a change in working cul-
ture in a democracy. You 
have to understand that this 
change in working culture 
has happened because of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. I am not saying this 
just because I am giving a 
speech,” Nadda said.“The 

culture was to just deliver 
speeches to lure people, 
talking about nice things, 
picking on issues in society, 
which can trigger a sort of 
a competition in sections 
of society and giving an 
emotional edge to issues,” 
he said.“(They indulged in) 
vote-bank politics, becom-
ing a champion of one sec-
tion of society and when you 
get the votes, then looking 
after yourself, looking after 
your family, filling up your 
home with riches earned 
through corruption and then 
awaiting the next elections. 

This was the political cul-
ture and I am speaking with 
full responsibility,” Nadda 
added.With the coming of 
Modi as the Prime Min-
ister, Nadda said that the 
spotlight has turned on the 
concerns and well-being 
 of people.� AGENCIES

I-T raid at premises of two UP 
businessmen; Rs 150 cr found

PM Modi has changed working 
culture in a democracy: Nadda

Jaipur:Almost half the 
complaints of crime against 
women in Rajasthan are 
fake, said Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot in an email 
interview to IANS.As per 
the National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB) data, Raj-
asthan recorded the highest 
number of rape cases in the 
country last year followed by 
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh.The crime data for 
2020 released by the NCRB 
showed Rajasthan reported 
the highest number of rape 
cases among the states. A 
total of 5,310 rape cases 
were registered in various 
police stations across the 

state.However, the CM in 
an exclusive interview with 
IANS, said, “It is a matter of 
concern that a lot of people 
are maligning this policy. 
45.88 per cent of the FIRs 
lodged for crimes against 
women in 2019, 45.23 per 
cent in 2020 and 47.56 per 
cent in 2021, till June, were 
found to be fake. This means 
that almost half the com-
plaints received for crimes 
against women are fake. The 
state is being maligned due 
to people misusing the law 
in this manner. And you al-
ready know how FIRs are 
lodged in other states.”He 
further said, “It is written at 

the beginning of the NCRB 
report that crime is a result 
of various circumstances pre-
vailing in the society. We 
should avoid comparing 
states solely on the basis of 
these figures due to various 
state specific policies and 
procedures. Some people 
make a mistake by assuming 
that increase in crime and 
increase in registration of 
crime are the same thing. 

The media and the Op-
position are also making 
the same mistake.“Our 
government implemented 
the policy of mandatory reg-
istration of FIRs in 2019. 
Earlier, the police used to 
write a report on a blank 
paper and lodged an FIR 
when they found any evi-
dence. But the women and 
the marginalised communi-
ties used to face trouble a lot 
of times due to this and they 
weren’t heard. Now every-
one’s FIR is registered due 
to which every case is taken 
to its logical end. This has 
provided much relief to the 
common man.“Earlier, 33 per 
cent FIRs in rape cases were 
lodged through courts under 
CrPC section 156(3). Due to 
a policy of free registration, 
this figure is now just 15 per  
cent.� AGENCIES

Almost half the complaints of crime 
against women in Raj are fake: Gehlot

Kanpur (UP): Tax eva-
sion worth crores of rupees 
has been detected during 
Income Tax raids on two 
businessmen in the city.
The I-T raid was underway 
at the house, factory, office, 
cold store and petrol pump 
of perfume trader Piyush 
Jain in Kanpur, Kannauj, 
Mumbai and Gujarat.Along 
with the I-T raid, on spe-
cific intelligence inputs, 
officers of the Directorate 
General of GST Intelligence 
(DGGI), Ahmedabad ini-
tiated searches in Kanpur 
on Thursday at the factory 
premises and the premises 
belonging to a pan masala 
manufacturer and a trans-
porter (whose identity has 
not been shared so far) who 
was involved in transporta-

tion of goods under the cover 
of fake invoices, without 
generating e-way bills.
The Income Tax team first 
reached the Anandpuri 
residence of Piyush Jain in 
the city along with the cur-
rency counting machine.
Similar raids were underway 
at Jain’s establishments in 
Mumbai and Gujarat.Ac-
cording to officials, a case 
of tax evasion of about Rs 
150 crore has come to the 
fore. This tax evasion was 
mainly done through shell 
companies.

Piyush Jain, a resident 
of Anandpuri, basically be-
longs to Chhipatti in Kan-
nauj. He also owns a house, 
perfume factory, cold store, 
petrol pump in Kannauj.Piy-
ush Jain also owns a house, 
head office and showroom 
in Mumbai. His companies 
are also registered in Mum-
bai itself.The raids began 
on Thursday morning si-
multaneously in Kanpur, 
Mumbai and Gujarat and 
ended late in the night. Cash 
worth Rs 150 crore was re-
portedly found during the  
raids.�  AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Eleven parlia-
mentarians - six from the Lok 
Sabha and five from the Rajya 
Sabha - were awarded the an-
nual Parliamentarians’ Group 
for Children Awards, in a vir-
tual ceremony on Thursday.
The Parliamentarians’ Group 
of Children (PGC) is a plat-
form that convenes, informs 
and engages MPs on issues 
of children’s rights, and the 
award recognises the work 
of MPs who have contributed 
significantly towards improv-
ing the lives of children in 
India through legislative and 

constituency level action.The 
recipients from the Lok Sabha 
are Rahul Ramesh Shewale 
(Shiv Sena), Vishnu Dayal 
Ram, and Sudhakar Tukaram 
Shrangre (both BJP), Geetha 
Viswanath Vanga and Goddeti 
Madhavi (both YSR Congress 
Party) and S. Jothimani (Con-
gress).

Those from the uper house 
are Tiruchi Siva (DMK), Dr 
Amee Yajnik (Congress), 
Dr Ashok Bajpai (BJP), 
Ravindra Kumar Kanak-
medala (TDP) and Dr Fauzia  
Khan (NCP).� AGENCIES

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 
on Friday issued orders to initi-
ate strict measures, including 
a statewide night curfew from 
December 25, in view of a rise 
in Covid cases in several states.
The coronavirus night curfew 
will be applicable from 11 pm to 
5 am, a senior official said here.
Chairing a high-level meeting, 
the chief minister also instructed 
officials to cap the number of 
people attending events like 
marriages to 200. These events 
have to adhere to Covid-19 
guidelines, and organisers will 
be required to inform the local 
authorities about these, the of-

ficial said.Adityanath also asked 
the officials to ensure all traders 
follow the “no mask, no goods” 
policy at their establishments, 
he said.

Masks should be made man-
datory for everyone on the streets 
or in the markets. Police should 
carry out continuous patrols 
to ensure the guidelines are 
followed, the official said.Ad-
ityanath directed the officials 
to ensure that people arriving 
in Uttar Pradesh from other 
states or abroad are traced and 
tested for coronavirus, and extra 
vigilance is maintained on buses, 
railway stations and airports, he 
said.He asked for a close watch 

to be kept on the health of those 
coming from outside the state 
after testing them, and if re-
quired, they should be admitted 
to hospitals or be quarantined, 
the senior official said.Moni-
toring committees did a com-
mendable job in coronavirus 
management in the past, and 
directives have been issued to 
reactivate them in villages and 
urban wards, he said.

The chief minister said that 
in view of the possibility of a 
third wave of Covid-19, the state 
made systematic preparations 
in the past which needed to be 
re-examined. Facilities available 
at all government and private 
medical institutions of the state 
should be examined closely, and 
the Covid help desk and the day 
care centre in industrial units 
should be activated, he said.The 
situation in the state is under 
control at present. Forty-nine 
new cases of the infection were 
confirmed in the investigation 
of over 1.91 lakh samples tested 
in the last 24 hours.In the same 
time period, 12 people recovered 
from the infection, and the total 
number of active cases in the state 
now stands at 266.� AGENCIES

Uttar Pradesh to impose coronavirus 
night curfew from December 25

11 MPs awarded for 
work on child rights

Owaisi alleges part of his speech 
being quoted out of context

Goa NEWSLETTER

Battle Royale in the offing in Goa elections as North/Eastern parties enter fray 
Dominick Rodrigues 

A political +Battle Royale+ is 
on the cards in the erstwhile 
Portuguese territory of the 
“sun, surf and sand” beach 
state of Goa, which celebrated 
its 60th anniversary of inde-
pendence from colonial rule on 
December 19 this year. 

The sunny State is glittering 
in preparations for ushering in 
Christmas and the New Year 
ahead of the State Legislative 
Assembly elections which are 
supposed to be held before 
March 15, 2022.  

The political scenario is 
witnessing various political 
parties gearing up to face the 
electorate in either gaining a 
foothold—or locking in their 
stamping grounds -- against 
all comers. 

The ruling BJP is seeking 
a third term in office on the 
strength of their performance 
in the two successive terms 
so far. 

The Congress is holding it 
cards close to its chest, while 
tying up with the local Goa 
Forward party – which had 
earlier tied up with the BJP in 
forming the present Govern-
ment before its President Vijai 
Sardesai was sacked as Deputy 
Chief Minister,  

Fresh on the heels of their 
success in West Bengal, the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
is out to prove that its suc-
cess in West Bengal was not 
a “flash in the pan”, and hope 

to ensure this by winning in 
Goa also where they have put 
their MP Mahua Moitra and 
Derek Obrien in charge of the 
party desk here. 

TMCs latest prominent 
Goan addition – former Goa 
Chief Minister Luizinho Fa-
leiro – who jumped ship from 
Congress to the TMC to be-
come its Rajya Sabha MP – 
described the Congress-Goa 
Forward tie-up as an “unholy 
alliance” with “Congress wine 
in BJP bottle.” 

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) is also seeking to du-
plicate its success in India’s 
capital -- New Delhi – by mak-
ing all out efforts in repeating 
the same formula in Goa in-
cluding through offering free 
electricity (like in the capital 
– upto a certain number of 
power units)  

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi made a dash 
to Goa to celebrate “Libera-
tion Day” -- the State’s 60th 
anniversary of freedom from 
Portuguese rule – where he 
laid a wreath at the martyrs 
memorial amidst a 100-men 
tri-service guard of honour as 
buglers played the “Last Post.” 

Sailboats of the Indian 
Navy, Coast Guard and civil 
agencies, beside a flypast by 
Indian Navy aircraft, added 
colour to the celebrations. 

Prime Minister Modi noted 
that “The people of Goa did not 
allow the movements for lib-
eration and Swaraj to slacken, 

but kept the flame of freedom 
burning for the longest time 
in the history of India.” 

“India is a spirit where the 
nation is above the self and 
is paramount. Where there 
is only one mantra – nation 
first. Where there is only one 
resolve -- Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat,” he noted. 

Earlier before his visit, TMC 
supremo Mamta Banerjee had 
visited Goa with a clarion call 
to all like-minded political par-
ties for defeating the BJP. Her 
visit had witnessed former 
Goa Chief Minister and NCP 
MLA Churchill Alemao and 
his daughter Valanka Alemao 
joining the TMC in her pres-
ence. 

Describing Trinamool’s 
meaning as +Roots,+ The 
West Bengal chief minister 
said that the TMC was empha-
sizing on ensuring justice for 
people down to the ‘grassroots’ 
level including the youth and 

fisherfolk. 
The TMC has formed an 

election alliance with the local 
MGP party, while she had met 
NCP supremo Sharad Pawar 
in Mumbai for highlighting 
a united opposition against 
the BJP. 

Meanwhile, the politics of 
elections have begun. Poli-
ticians disillushioned with 
their leaders are changing 
sides faster than ‘rats desert-
ing a sinking ship’ as power, 
money, failures, frustrations 
etc  continue to be some of the 
drivers engineering change 
of minds in deserting their 
original parties. 

Many others are however 
objecting to “negative devel-
opments.” Prospective inde-
pendent election candidate 
Architect Royla Fernandes of 
picturesque Benaulim beach 
in South Goa has petitioned 
the National Green Tribunal 
regarding the Goa Govern-

ment “building the Western 
Bypass on stilts from Mun-
gul to Comba instead of from 
Seraulim to Varca” – which is 
likely to +affect the livelihood 
of farmers and environment 
through flooding.+  

The Congress has tied up 
with the Goa Forward Party 
headed by Vijai Sardesai, who 

was earlier the Deputy Chief 
Minister for a short while in 
the BJP-led Goa Government 
before being ejected by the 
government. 

However, its staunch sup-
porter and longtime Congress-
man Alexio Lourencio Regi-
naldo has chosen to depart the 
Congress and join elsewhere. 

NRE DELHI: Several Op-
position leaders, including 
those from the Congress and 
the TMC, on Thursday con-
demned what they said was a 
“hate speech conclave” held in 
Haridwar recently and called 
for strict action against those 
involved.All-India Trinamool 
Congress national spokesman 
Saket Gokhale demanded im-
mediate action against the 
organisers and speakers of 
the Dharma Sansad held re-
cently in Haridwar, where 
“hate speeches” were alleg-
edly made against Muslims.
Gokhale lodged a complaint in 
this connection at the Jwala-
pur police station in Haridwar 
district, asking the Station 
House Officer to register an 
FIR within 24 hours.

At the event, several speak-
ers allegedly made inflamma-
tory and provocative speeches, 
calling for the killing of people 
from the minority community.
Held at Ved Niketan Dham 
in Haridwar from December 
17-20, the Dharma Sansad 
was organised by Yati Nara-
simhanand Giri of the Juna 
Akhada, who is already un-
der police scanner for making 
hate speeches and inciting 
violence against Muslims.
Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind chief 
Maulana Mahmood Madani 
wrote a letter to Home Min-

ister Amit Shah, Uttarakhand 
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami, the National Human 
Rights Commission and the 
National Commission for 
Minorities, over the remarks 
made at the Haridwar meet, 
calling on them to take cog-
nizance of the matter and 
prosecute the perpetrators. 
Madani said, “They have posed 
threat to the peace and com-
munal harmony of the coun-
try”.

“I demand strong actions 
must be taken against organiz-
ers and speakers,” he said.The 
All India Professionals Con-
gress also condemned in the 
strongest possible terms the 
“genocidal statements made by 
Hindutva leaders” in the “hate 
speech conclave” organised in 
the holy city of Haridwar.Will 
the Union of India and other 
institutions remain mute spec-
tators, the Congress wing for 
professionals asked.Reacting 

to the remarks at the Haridwar 
meet, senior Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor said, “This is 
bloodcurdling stuff. Is it too 
much to expect. @CMuttara-
khand to take action under the 
existing hate-speech laws?”

Congress MP Karti Chi-
dambaram said on Twitter, 
“Narsinghanand Organises 
3-Day Hate Speech Con-
clave in Haridwar... are the 
Faux Hindutva Nazis plan-
ning an holocaust? Will 
the Union of India & its in-
stitutions be a blind/mute 
spectator?”Congress spokes-
person Shama Mohammed 
said Munawar Faruqui has 
been relentlessly punished 
for alleged jokes which he 
didn’t even crack, but there 
is no action against the 
‘Dharm Sansad’ members 
who openly called for “geno-
cide against Muslims in  
Haridwar!”.� AGENCIES

‘Is India still a democracy’: Opposition  
leaders slam alleged ‘hate speech conclave’

Maha govt to issue 
fresh guidelines 
to curb crowding 
in view of spike in 
COVID cases
MUMBAI: The Maharashtra 
government has decided to im-
pose fresh restrictions in the state 
to avoid crowding in view of 
the rising cases of Covid, and 
it will issue guidelines regard-
ing these curbs, an official said 
on Friday.The Chief Minister’s 
Office (CMO) said in a state-
ment on Thursday night that the 
guidelines would be issued on 
Friday.Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray held talks with the 
members of the state Covid task 
force. They discussed the ways 
to avoid crowding during the 
Christmas and New Year cel-
ebrations, weddings and parties 
at hotels and restaurants, it said.

The statement said the meet-
ing also discussed the restric-
tions imposed in other states 
and the spike in Covid in the US 
and Europe.The daily coronavi-
rus case count in Maharashtra 
has been rising over the past 
few days.
The state on Thursday reported 
1,179 new coronavirus cases, a day 
after it saw 1,201 new infections.
� AGENCIES

lucknow: All India 
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Musli-
meen (AIMIM) president, 
Asaduddin Owaisi, said on 
Friday that a clipped video 
footage of his speech was 
being circulated on social 
media to trigger controver-
sy.The speech he made was 
in reference to the alleged 
provocative and communal 
statements made against 
minority communities dur-
ing a three-day ‘Dharma 
Sansad’ in Haridwar.

“A clipped one-min video 
is being circulated from a 
45 min speech I gave in 
Kanpur. I have shared my 
entire speech on Twitter 
now. The context to my 

speech is amply clear. I 
was talking about cops who 
torture 80-year-old men. 
I was talking about cops 
who watch silently as mobs 
thrash a rickshaw driver 
in front of his daughter. 
Also, cops who rained lathi 
blows on a man as held his 
child in his arms,” Owaisi 
 said.� AGENCIES

Goa being highlighted as +Startup Capital of India
“Goa should be the +Startup Capital of India+ as it is the 
ideal destination for promoting startups due to its continu-
ous development and creation of new ideas,” according to 
former Union Minister and six-time MP Suresh Prabhu.  

He was speaking recently at a virtual online session 
comprising around 19 Goa-based startups who showcased 
and pitched their businesses to potential invest to increase 
brand recognition.  

The Goans’ woes are many including industrialists com-
plaining about lack of “Ease of Doing Business” in Goa. 
Damodar Kochkar of the Goa State Industries Association 
had expressed ‘dismay’ in the local daily on December 3, 
2021 about lack of online portal, local related auditors 
and instead heavy charges levied by outstation auditors. 

Meanwhile, Goa’s Opposition members are in an uproar 
over allegations against the BJP Goa Government of +sell-
ing jobs+ including where a State Minister allegedly gave 
major chunk of health department jobs to people from his 
own constituency, 

The Congress took out a morcha to the Goa Chief Min-
ister’ residence the government ‘job scam” that former 
CM Digamber Kamat described as “BJP leaders being 
exposed in the government job scam of Rs 70 crore in 
PWD recruitment.”  GPCC President Girish Chodankar 
urged for scrapping all government posts in view of the 
“exams being manipulated and it being clear that the BJP 
had sold jobs for a heavy price.”  The Goa BJP was recently 
left red-faced for one of their minister’s involvement in a 
sex scandal that involved ”threats, harassment and mental 
torture” of a woman from Bihar.  

NEW DELHI: The Con-
gress on Thursday alleged 
a scam in the Ayodhya land 
deals and demanded that 
the Supreme Court order 
a judicial inquiry to probe 
the acquiring and sell-
ing of lands for the Ram 
Mandir Trust.Addressing 
a press conference here, 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
said, “Bhagwan Ram is 
a symbol of honesty and 
the BJP-backed leaders 
and officers have profited from the trust meant for the 
temple construction.”She said, “The temple is being built 
following court orders and the enquiry should be done 
by the court only as district level officers can’t investigate 
against the leaders.”

The Congress alleged that in the sale deeds the signa-
tures of Ram Mandir Trust members are on the papers. 
She alleged that Champat Rai, the Trust secretary knows 
about the scam, and Anil Mishra, a member of the RSS 
and a member in the Trust and Rishikesh Upadhyay 
Mayor of Ayodhya are witnesses in the sale deeds.”“Money 
of the Trust is being misused to benefit leaders and 
officials,” she said.She said, “Land value of Rs 2 crore 
was sold to the Trust for Rs 26.5 crore in 2017.”Giving 
details about the deal, she said, “2.33 hectare land was 
purchased for Rs 2 crore and this was waqf land. An FIR 
was also registered in this connection in 2018, she said.
“On March 18, 2021 at 6.51 p.m. 10.37 sq yard was sold 
to the Trust for Rs 8 crore through its secretary Champat 
Rai. The remaining 12,000 sq m was sold at 7.10 p.m. 
for Rs 2 crore and the same land was sold to the Trust 
after 5 minutes for Rs 18.5 crore.� AGENCIES

Misuse of Ram Mandir Trust money, SC 
should conduct probe: Priyanka

Highlight
 �Organisers and 

speakers of 
Dharma Sansad 
held recently in 
Haridwar allegedly 
made ‘hate speeches’ 
against Muslims
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Leading writers, debut 
authors, graphic artists, 
photographers and ani-
mal rescuers have come 

together to pay tribute to their 
canine companions through a 
series of funny, poignant, warm 
and joyous stories.

“The Book of Dog: An Anthol-
ogy Celebrating Our Beloved Best 
Friends” has 45 original pieces 
and is edited by Hemali Sodhi, 
founder of A Suitable Agency 
which represents writers and 
artistes.

Among the contributors are 
Aanchal Malhotra, Amitava Ku-
mar, Anita Nair, Anuja Chauhan, 
Arunava Sinha, Ashwin Sanghi, 
Bulbul Sharma, Cyrus Broacha, 
Devdutt Pattanaik, Gulzar, Jerry 
Pinto, Maneka Gandhi, Mark 
Tully, Ruskin Bond, Shobhaa De, 
Siddharth Dhanvant Shanghvi 
and Vikas Khanna.

Sodhi calls this book, published 

by HarperCollins India, a “cel-
ebration of the unique bond we 
have with the canine compan-
ions in our lives, an ode to these 
lovely beings who make our days 
and nights brighter with their 
presence”.

The book is a project to which 
the editor and all the authors have 
contributed for free. All royal-
ties will go to registered animal 
welfare charities.

A black-and-tan of mixed an-
cestry – part Terrier, part Spaniel, 
part street dog, Crazy, was the 
sole companion of Bond’s grand-
mother after her husband died.

According to Bond, Crazy was 
such a good runner that even 
Usain Bolt wouldn’t have been 
able to keep up with him.

“Crazy’s greatest pleasure was 
running round and round the 
house. It was a small bungalow 
with plenty of open space in front 
and at the back, and whenever 

Crazy felt that life was getting a 
little dull, he would go for one of 
his sprints,” he writes.

In his piece, Gulzar talks about 
his Boxer called Pali who, to him, 
was a friend, a companion, and 
many more things besides … but 
not a ‘dog’.

Pali was very sensible; he 
wouldn’t let anyone come near 
Gulzar.

“When I went into the office 
room for the day’s work, he would 
come there as well, like clock-

work; he would settle himself 
on a ‘durrie’ close to me. In the 
evening, we would shut the office 
and go back together,” he writes.

While Gandhi talks of Bruno, 
Gudiya and Goofy, De tells sto-
ries of Gong Li, Chauhan about 
Chhabbis, Sanghi of Simba and 
Sinha about Tingmo.

Broacha turns his humorous 
gaze on the dogs (and accompany-
ing humans) in his building, while 
Shanghvi pens the experience of 
his early years as a dog trainer.

Pinto’s unnamed dog pro-
tagonist takes it upon himself 
to school a younger pup on the 
unpredictable ways of the world, 
while Nair talks about her beau-
tiful pups Sunderapandi and 
Nachimuthu.

Tully, a devoted dog lover, 

reminisces about all the won-
derful dogs in his life and Sharma 
mentions about the loyal Gaddies 
(mountain dogs) in her piece.

Pattanaik writes about dogs 
in Hindu myth, while Malhotra 
comes up with an informative 
essay on dogs deployed in World 
War I and Khanna talks about 
Plum and also gives a recipe for 
a delicious dog treat. Kumar, on 
the other hand, turns his gaze 
at his younger self as he finally 
finds a chance to say goodbye to 
a faithful friend.

In the introduction, Sodhi says 
how dogs teach people some of 
the most profound lessons of life.

“They teach you to live in the 
moment, to live for the moment. 
They teach you unconditional 
love, given so freely it sometimes 
makes you tear up and wonder 
what you did to deserve this. They 
teach you to love unreservedly, 
and never let the child die in you. 
And they teach you kindness,” 
she writes.

She, however, rues that there is 
a heartbreaking reality that every 
dog parent is aware of – dogs have 
short lives.

In a country perennially thirsty for reliable 
health data, the National Family Health 
Survey (NFHS) is like an oasis. It has a 
large volume of data that is openly ac-

cessible. The report of the fifth round of the 
NFHS was recently released (covering phase 2 
States where data collection was delayed due to 
the novel coronavirus pandemic). Since then, 
we have had a spate of articles by journal-
ists and scientists covering different aspects 
(malnutrition, fertility, domestic violence to 
name a few). It is the go-to source for many 
researchers and policy makers and is frequently 
used for various rankings by NITI Aayog.

For the uninitiated, the NFHS is a large 
survey conducted in a representative sample of 
households throughout India which started in 
1992-93 and is repeated at an interval of about 
four to five years. It is the Indian version of the 
Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), as 
it is known in other countries. Currently, the 
survey provides district-level information on 
fertility, child mortality, contraceptive practices, 
reproductive and child health (RCH), nutrition, 
and utilisation and quality of selected health 
services. The respondents are largely women in 
the reproductive age group (15-49 years) with 
husbands included. The fifth round covered 
6,36,699 households, 7,24,115 women, and 
1,01,839 men across the country. Each survey 
costs upwards of Rs 250 crore and the funding 
for different rounds of NFHS has been provided 
by the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the Department for 
International Development (DFID), the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), 
UNICEF, the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA), and the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, Government of India.

Over the years its scope has been expanded 
to include HIV, non-communicable diseases, 
or NCDs (tobacco and alcohol use, hyperten-
sion, blood sugar, etc.), Vitamin D3. It has 
now become an omnibus train where anyone 
and everyone is free to climb into for a ride. 
It offers something for everyone. While there 
is a level of efficiency in adding some ques-
tions to an existing survey, this has been lost 
a long time ago in the NFHS. In NFHS-4, the 
household questionnaire had 74 questions, the 
women’s questionnaire was 93 pages long with 
1,139 questions and the men’s questionnaire 

was 38 pages long with 843 questions. The 
NFHS-5 questionnaire was even longer. The 
size of the survey has obvious implications 
for data quality.

The NFHS is coordinated by the Interna-
tional Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS 
Mumbai) and the actual survey is outsourced. 
There is an entrenched set of agencies which 
survive on this survey. Issues have been raised 
on the quality of these agencies and their 
workers. The NFHS is not the only survey 
that the Health Ministry conducts. In the 
last five years, it has conducted the National 
NCD Monitoring Survey (NNMS), the Na-
tional Mental Health Survey (NMHS), the 
Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS), the 
alcohol survey, the Comprehensive National. 
Nutrition Survey (CNNS) and many others. 
Many of these have been implemented by 
premier academic institutions at costs below 
Rs 25 crore, though none of these generated 
district-level estimates.

Some of these surveys are done to meet 
the global commitments on targets (NCDs, 
tobacco, etc.). However, the requirements for 
the monitoring of NCD targets are not met by 
the NFHS, as it covers an age group different 
than that needed for the global set of indicators. 
Yet, efforts to get the NNMS sanctioned met 
with stiff resistance as decision-makers felt 
that the NFHS was enough to answer those 
questions. As already said, for tobacco we have 
another vertical survey. Then why do we have 
questions on these in the NFHS? It is because 

we are confusing research with programme 
monitoring and surveillance needs. Questions 
on domestic violence and blood collection for 
vitamin D3 levels are good examples of this 
lopsided thinking.

There have been previous attempts to align 
these surveys but they have failed as different 
advocates have different “demands” and push 
for inclusion of their set of questions. While 
the Department of Planning, Statistics and 
Programme Monitoring is supposed to take a 
final call, it lacks the technical capacity and the 
heft to do so and ends up using a “please-all” 
approach of accepting all requests with some 
effort at alignment. Everyone is happy, except 
perhaps the stakeholder with no power of 
negotiation — the household which is selected 
for the survey.

Another reason why these questions are 
not dropped altogether is that the NFHS is 
the only major survey that India has a record 
of doing regularly. One does not know if and 
when the other surveys will be repeated. For 
example, we do not have any surety that the 
second round of the NNMS will be conducted, 
though it is due. So, the general thinking is 
that “do whatever is possible, as something 
is better than nothing”. Multiple surveys also 
raise the problem of differing estimates, as 
is likely, due to sampling differences in the 
surveys. We noted this for example in tobacco, 
where differences in tobacco use estimates of 
the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS) and 
the NNMS needed a lot of effort at reconcili-
ation and explanation. Another example is 
the issue of wide divergence in sex ratio at 
birth reported by the NFHS and the Sample 
Registration System (SRS). The SRS is a better 
system for it as it continuously enumerates the 
population unlike the NFHS which is a cross-
sectional survey well known for recall biases.

It is time we questioned this rationale and 
end the over-dependence on one omnibus 
survey to provide all public health data for 
India. The experience of the NFHS and other 
surveys has conclusively demonstrated our 
capacity to conduct large-scale surveys with 
computer-assisted interviews and reasonable 
quick turnaround and cost. Can we now show 
that we have the capacity to plan the public 
health data needs for the country and ensure 
that these data are collected in an orderly and 

regular manner with appropriate budgetary 
allocation? This requires clarity of purpose 
and a hard-nosed approach to the issue. Some 
tough calls will have to be taken including 
questioning the need for vertical surveys, ir-
respective of national or international funding.

We have to identify a set of national-level 
indicators and surveys that will be done using 
national government funds at regular intervals. 
I propose just three national surveys — an 
abridged NFHS focusing on Reproductive 
and Child Health (RCH) issues, a Behavioral 
Surveillance Survey (focusing on HIV, NCD, 
water sanitation and hygiene (WASH)-related 
and other behaviours) and one nutrition-
biological survey (entails collection of data 
on blood pressure, anthropometry, blood 
sugar, serology, etc.) done every three to five 
years in a staggered manner. We need to look 
at alternate models and choose what suits us 
best. This does not include data sources on 
mortality and the health system.

I also propose, as was done for the NNMS, 
that we take a national-level sample for such 
surveys and ask States to invest in conducting 
focused State-level surveys. States have to 
become active partners including providing 
financial contributions to these surveys. For a 
detailed understanding on some issues, each 
round of survey can focus on a specific area 
of interest. Other important public health 
questions can be answered by specific studies 
(which may or may not need a national-level 
study), conducted by academic institutions 
on a research mode based on availability of 
funding. It is also very important to ensure 
that the data arising from these surveys are 
in the public domain. This enables different 
analyses and viewpoints to be presented on 
the same set of data enriching the discussion 
and unlocks the full potential of the survey.

Are we ready to establish a public health 
data architecture that a country of our com-
plexity needs? We have the technical capacity 
to do so. All it requires now is the political will.

Dr. Anand Krishnan is Professor at the 
Centre for Community Medicine, All India 

Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi. 
He has been involved in many of these 

surveys in an advisory capacity. Views are 
personal.

Dr Anand Krishnan believes comprehensive national surveys will help more than omnibus NFHS

Needed, a public health data architecture 

B. Pocker Sahib, a Muslim League mem-
ber from Kerala in the Constituent 
Assembly, was prophetic when he 
outlined his concerns about the pos-

sible impact of centralisation of powers. In 1948, 
he said: “Now after we have won freedom, to do 
away with Provincial Autonomy and to concentrate 
all the powers in the Centre really is tantamount 
to totalitarianism, which certainly ought to be 
condemned.” Today, amid the pandemic, some ele-
ments of this statement resonate quite strongly with 
the States with some of them raising complaints 
about the Union government’s anti-federal moves.

Prior to the pandemic, a series of steps by the 
Union government undermined the principles 
of federalism, especially fiscal federalism. This 
manifested in the increasing monetary share of the 
States in Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS), the 
terms of reference of the 15th Finance Commission, 
imposition of demonetisation without adequate 
consultation with the States, institutionalisation 
of the Goods and Services Tax (GST), outsourcing 
of the statutory functions under the Smart Cities 
Mission, a delay in transfer of GST compensation, 
‘One Nation One Ration’, etc.

Besides tightening the purse strings of States, 
administrations also witnessed an onslaught on the 
principles of federalism during the pandemic. States 
were curtailed in aspects relating to COVID-19 
management such as procurement of testing kits, 
vaccination, the use of the Disaster Management 
Act, and the unplanned national lockdown. Ironi-
cally, Union Ministers used the ‘health is a State 

subject’ argument to counter criticism when the 
second wave caught the government unprepared.

Several other policies initiated by the Union 
government in the recent past have also led to the 
weakening of States’ autonomy. These include the 
farm laws; the Banking Regulation (Amendment) 
Act of 2020; the Government of National Capi-
tal Territory Amendment Act, 2021; the Indian 
Marine Fisheries Bill, 2021; the Draft Electricity 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020; the Dam Safety Bill, 
2019; the National Education Policy of 2020; 
and the Draft Blue Economy policy. The creation 
of the Ministry of Co-operation and the Reserve 
Bank of India directives on cooperatives are being 
perceived by the States as measures to strangulate 
a sector that is still struggling to recover from the 
devastation of demonetisation.

These coercive policies, coming on top of the 
pandemic-induced economic shock, have worsened 
the fiscal situation of State governments. The im-
pact of COVID-19 on fiscal federalism deserves to 
be understood in greater detail, and tax collection 
is a good place to start. Enlarging the non-divisible 
pool of taxes in the form of cess in petrol tax and 
instituting the Agriculture Infrastructure and 
Development Cess have resulted in a situation 
where the Union continues to exclusively benefit 
from tax collection. As the economic commentator 
Vivek Kaul said, the share of non-divisible pool 
cess and surcharge in total taxes collected by the 
Union government jumped from 12.67% in 2019-
20 to 23.46% in 2020-21. On December 6, 2021, 
the Union government informed Parliament that 
its share in the total contribution of the petroleum 
sector to the exchequer for 2020-21 was 68%, 
which left only 32% to the States. In 2013-14, the 
Union:State share was almost 50:50.

The story is the same with GST. During the 
pandemic, the Union government repeatedly 
violated the compensation guarantees to the States 
under the GST regime. Delay in paying the States 
their due worsened the impact of the economic 
slowdown. The crisis was aggravated in July 2020, 
when the Union government proposed borrow-
ing as an option to address the shortfall in GST 
compensation. Most States, forced by economic 
pressure, had to accept the proposal. In effect, 
this meant that they were not only getting the 
share of GST collections due to them, but were 
now forced into debt which they would have to 

service. The GST compensation period expires 
in 2022, and despite multiple requests from the 
States, the deadline has not been extended. The 
Comptroller and Auditor General found that the 
Union government, in 2018-19, wrongly retained 
Rs 47,272 crore of GST compensation cess in the 
Consolidated Fund of India — money that was 
supposed to be transferred to the States. It is also 
pertinent to recollect that the 2021-22 Budget 
Estimates indicate that the States’ share of Union 
tax has reduced to 30% against the mandated 
41% devolution prescribed by the 15th Finance 
Commission.

Cash-starved States have been seeking non-
tax avenues to generate funds to sustain their 
programmes. And at this point, the Union gov-
ernment issued a clarification that funding to the 
Chief Minister’s Disaster Relief Funds will not be 
considered as CSR expenditure, unlike the case 
with PM-CARES. This was followed by decisions 
like the suspension and transfer of the Member 
of Parliament Local Area Development (MPLAD) 
funds to the Consolidated Fund of India. This led to 
a major crisis situation for most States and resulted 
in demands for increasing borrowing limits under 
the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management 
Act (FRBM), from 3% to 5%. 

Arun P.S. is a Kerala-based public policy 
researcher and a recipient of the Smitu Kothari 

Fellowship. This article is published as a part 
of the Fellowship of the Centre for Financial 

Accountability, Delhi. Views are personal

The sustained attack on federalism

Book captures profound 
moments of life with dogs

Crazy’s greatest 
pleasure was 
running round and 
round the house. 
It was a small 
bungalow with 
plenty of open 
space in front and 
at the back

Probe deeply 
into Pegasus 
surveillance

It is difficult to disagree with the argument 
that there cannot be a parallel probe by 
any inquiry commission into the allega-
tions of unlawful surveillance using the 
Pegasus spyware after the Supreme Court 

ordered an independent inquiry. It is no surprise, 
then, that the top court has stayed the functioning 
of the Commission constituted by the West Bengal 
government and headed by retired judge, Justice 
Madan B. Lokur. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
had taken note of the allegations of surveillance 
that possibly targeted personages in West Ben-
gal, and was on good legal ground when she took 
the first legal step towards unearthing the truth. 
It was a step that was warranted by the circum-
stances then, given the Union government’s refusal 
to acknowledge that it possessed such spyware 
or whether those identified by an international 
media investigation as targets were subject to any 
sort of surveillance in the country. Reports by an 
international consortium of journalists said that 
300 out of 50,000 likely targets of Pegasus spyware 
were Indians. Subsequently, the Government also 
refused to cede any ground in the Supreme Court, 
and declined to give a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ reply to 
the Court’s questions. The Government inevitably 
invited an order from the Court for an indepen-
dent investigation. It is significant that the Bench, 
headed by the Chief Justice of India, N.V. Ramana, 
ruled that the bogey of national security was not 
an adequate reason not to have a credible inquiry 
into the allegations. A fresh report suggesting that 
Pegasus was used to target jailed activist Rona Wil-
son’s mobile phone underscores the urgent need to 
persist with the investigation into the illegal use of 
the spyware in India. There is much riding on this 
judicially overseen inquiry, and it behoves the gov-
ernment of the day to extend its full cooperation 
and not pose any impediment to its independent 
functioning.

BOOKS: review

The Book of Dog: 
An Anthology 
Celebrating Our 
Beloved Best 
Friends
Edited by 
Hemali Sodhi
HarperCollins
332 pages; Rs699

rni no. delENG/2011/38860
Printed & Published by Swinder Bajwa

On Behalf of FW MEDIA
Printed at Jagjit Publishing Co. Pvt Ltd

D-12, Industrial Area, Phase-1, Mohali, 
Punjab 160059

Printer & publisher Swinder Bajwa
Owner : FW MEDIA

Published at: building no-23, nehru place
new delhi 110019; Phone: 9888040061

Editor* Abdul Wasey

(*Responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act)

Five observations
PM inaugurates 22 developmental projects worth over Rs 870 crores

1 
Portal and Logo for the Conformity
PM also launched a Portal and Logo dedicated 
to the Conformity Assessment Scheme of milk 
products, developed by the BIS with the help of 
National Dairy Development Board (NDDB)

2 
Biogas Based Electricity Generation Plant
PM also laid the foundation stone for the Biogas based Electricity 
generation plant for the Milk Producers Cooperative Union Plant, 
Ramnagar, Varanasi. It will be a key step towards making Milk 
Producers Cooperative Union Plant energy self-sufficient.

3 
Urban Development Projects
Prime Minister inaugurated multiple urban development 
projects in Varanasi. These include six projects of 
redevelopment of Old Kashi wards, a parking and 
surface park at Beniabag, beautification of two ponds

4 
Projects in Education Sector
Projects in the education sector that will be 
inaugurated by the PM include the Union Education 
Ministry’s Inter University Centre for Teachers 
Education, built at a cost of around Rs 107 crore

5 
Projects in Health Sector
In the health sector, project comprising Doctors 
hostel, a Nurses hostel and shelter home amounting 
to Rs 130 crore, at Mahamana Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malviya Cancer Centre will be inaugurated by the PM

Arun P.S. believes federal flexibility will play key role in shaping future of our democracy.
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‘Unaccounted cash worth crores recovered 
in raids on industrialist’s premises’HSBC to acquire 

L&T Investment 
Management for 
$425 mn
NEW DELHI: HSBC As-
set Management India has 
entered into an agreement 
with L&T Finance Hold-
ings (LTFH) to fully acquire 
L&T Investment Manage-
ment (LTIM) for $425 
million.The proposed ac-
quisition is subject to regula-
tory approval.“Strengthening 
HSBC’s asset management 
business in India will add to 
its ability to serve the wealth 
needs of its customers in India 
as well as those of its growing 
non-resident Indian customer 
base across the world,” it said.
At present, LTIM is ranked 
as the 12th largest mutual 
fund management company 
in India.It had assets under 
management (AUM) of Rs 
803 billion ($10.8 bn) and 
over 2.4 million active folios 
as of September 2021.LTIM 
reported a pre-tax profit of 
Rs 1.85 billion ($25 million), 
income of Rs 3.48 billion 
($46.9m) and costs of Rs 
1.63billion ($21.9m) for the 
financial year ended March 
2021.� AGENCIES

Adani announces 
annual prize for 
social enterprise
NEW DELHI: The Adani Group, 
India’s fastest-growing portfolio 
of companies, will institute the 
Adani Prize for Social Enterprise 
--India’s biggest annual prize 
in the social sphere. This was 
announced by Gautam Adani, 
Chairman of the Adani Group, 
at the first-ever Green Talks, an 
Adani talk-series initiative to 
provide social entrepreneurs a 
platform to present their ideas 
and secure support for their 
work.Beginning in 2022, the 
Adani Prize for Social Enterprise 
will be awarded to five outstand-
ing social entrepreneurs for their 
impact in India and other parts 
of the developing world. The 
Adani Prize will provide a total 
of Rs 5 crore in funding for the 
five chosen social enterprises. 
� AGENCIES

Why no action against Essel Group for 
bank loan default, Cong asks Centre
new delhi:  The Con-
gress alleged on Friday 
that there is a nexus 
between the Centre and 
its “corporate friends”, 
and questioned why ac-
tion has not been taken 
against Dish TV promot-
ers Essel Group, which 
defaulted on repayment 
of loans to the Yes Bank.
Congress spokesperson 
Pawan Khera asked 
the Centre why it con-
tinues to support Dish 
TV promoter Subhash 
Chandra, even when he 
has a minority stake of 
less than 10 per cent in 
the company, and why 
an administrator has not 
been appointed for the 

firm, as has been done in 
many similar cases.He al-
leged that the Centre has 
not acted against Chan-
dra, a BJP-supported 
Rajya Sabha MP, and 
that rules were bent and 
laws ignored in the case 
“to protect the vested in-
terests” of the “favourite 
businessmen” of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

There was no imme-
diate comment on the 
allegations either from 
the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) or the 
Essel Group.“The brazen 
nexus between the Modi 
government and a few 
of the prime minister’s 
corporate friends is now 

known not just to the 
country, but to the entire 
world. Laws are ignored, 
misused, not used, 
twisted, turned, made 
flexible to help the vested 
interests of the favourite 
businessmen and friends 
of the prime minister,” 
Khera told reporters 
here.

In Dish TV’s case, he 
alleged that Yes Bank, 
which is a private bank, 
incurred huge losses in 
2020 for loans amount-
ing to Rs 6,789 crore 
given to Chandra’s Es-
sel Group, which were 
outstanding when it was 
placed under a  
moratorium.� AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Mumbai-based 
Darwin Platform Infra-
structure Ltd (DPIL) has 
bagged the bid for Lavasa 
Corporation, India’s first 
privately-built smart city 
near the Lonavala hillsta-
tion in Pune, officials said.
The Committee of Creditors 
(CoC) of Lavasa Corpora-
tion voted and accepted a 
Rs 1,814 crore final Total 
Resolution Plan to revive 
the city.Darwin Platform 
Group of Companies Group 
Chairman Ajay H. Singh said 
that his company has an am-
bitious and long-term plan 
for Lavasa smart city.
“DPCIL has capabilities 
and resources to meet the 
expectations of the CoC. We 
are committed to executing 
the Plan as per the schedule 
proposed to the CoC,” he 
said, lauding the CoC move 

expressing full confidence in 
the company.
Last month, the DPIL had 
submitted a revised bid on 
its Resolution Plan and this 
month the CoC initiated 
the process to finalise the 
deals submitted by various 
applicants, including DPIL.
CoC sources said that among 
other things, the DPIL has 

proposed payment plan 
and schedules that include 
upfront payment of around 
Rs 100 crore, payment to 
home buyers (RERA) within 
two years of receipt of EC, 
construction and delivery 
of homebuyers’ properties, 
redemption of the secured 
NCDs at the end of 108 
months, and as these would 

incur a cost of Rs 1,466.50 
crore, adding working capi-
tal, repairs/refurbishment 
and other works, the compa-
ny had offered a total plan of 
Rs 1,184 crore for the project.
Vineet Tulsyan of R3 Cor-
porate Advisors, which 
guided the Darwin Group 
for its winning bid, said af-

ter considering all the com-
plexities and hurdles to the 
projects, they negotiated a 
well-balanced plan with the 
lenders.“Homebuyers are the 
biggest sufferers here besides 
the secured financial credi-
tors and we will understand 
their concerns and involve 
them in the revival process,” 
he said.The first challenge 
before the new entity would 
be securing various environ-
ment clearances once the 
NCLT approves the revival 
plan, but the DPIL is confi-
dent of getting the same.The 
Lavasa, work on which was 
started by Hindustan Con-
struction Company Chair-
man Ajit Gulabchand in 
the early 2000s, was billed 
as India’s first privately de-
veloped hill station coming 
upon over 25,000 acres of 
land near Pune.�AGENCIES

newdelhi: Shares of 
Data Patterns (India) saw a 
strong debut on Friday, the 
listing day, rallying with a 
premium of 46 per cent over 
its issue price.The company 
is a defence and aerospace 
electronics solutions pro-
vider catering to the indig-
enously developed defence 
products industry.Shares 
of the company listed at 
Rs 856, against the issue 
price of Rs 585 per share.
However, they pared some 
of its intra-day gains and 
settled at Rs 755, up over 
28 per cent from its issue 
price, NSE data showed.

The listing of the firm 
comes at a time when the 
Centre is planning to ramp 
up indigenously-made de-
fence equipment under 
its ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’ 
initiative.“Its demanded 
valuations was on higher 

side, but has the ability to 
expand the business and 
earnings. We have given 
a ‘Subscribe’ rating for the 
issue. 

Today, the company got 
listed at 47 per cent pre-
mium to the offer price. We 
feel that there is limited up-
side in the share price, thus 
investors are recommended 
to book profit,” said Rajnath 
Yadav, Research Analyst at 
Choice Broking.The com-
pany’s market capitalisation 

is currently Rs 3,894 crore, 
NSE data showed.“Seeing 
strong fundamentals and 
orderbook over the years 
and government initiatives 
such as Make In India may 
provide a boost to the com-
pany’s growth. We advise 
investors to hold the stock 
for the long term,” said 
Mohit Nigam, Head, PMS 
at Hem Securities.Besides, 
new investors can buy the 
stock around Rs 750 levels, 
Nigam said.� AGENCIES

NewsBrief

new delhi: The Confed-
eration of All India Traders 
on Thursday said any ap-
proval from Competition 
Commission of IndiaI for 
Amazon to buy shares of 
Catamaran in Prione Busi-
ness Services will be a gross 
violation of the FDI Policy, 
as it would lead to a com-
plete control over a seller on 
its marketplace platform.
The traders’ body said that 
the approval will convert 
Amazon from being a mar-
ketplace platform to inven-
tory based platform, which 
is strictly prohibited under 

the FDI policy.Amazon on 
Wednesday announced it 
would acquire Catamaran’s 
stake stake in Prione Busi-
ness Services.Founded in 
mid-2014, Prione Business 
Services provides digital and 
internet services to Indian 
small and medium sized 
businesses, while Cata-
maran is a venture capital 
and private equity investing 
firm. However, the acquisi-
tion would be subject to req-
uisite regulatory approvals.
On August 9, the two firms 
announced their decision 
to not continue the joint 

venture beyond the current 
term to be ended in May 
2022.

CAIT National President 
B.C.Bhartia and Secretary 
General Praveen Khandel-
wal, in a statement, said 
the global e-commerce firm 
Amazon’s audacity is ex-
tremely surprising despite 
facing multiple investiga-
tions by various Indian 
agencies like the Enforce-
ment Directorate and the 
CCI.“Amazon has been 
relentlessly adopting vari-
ous means to circumvent 
India’s sovereign laws right 
under the nose of the Indian 
authorities. Amazon has 
started considering itself 
bigger than India now as 
they have also challenged 
and sued the Enforcement 
Directorate,” the statement 
said.

The CAIT said it will 
write to the CCI to ensure 
that Amazon does not 
succeed in their “sinister 
design” of vitiating India’s 
ecommerce market which in 
turn will end up destroying 
India’s vast retail market 
beside the CAIT will also 
take up the matter with the 
Commerce and Finance  
Ministries.� AGENCIES

Kannauj:Unaccounted 
cash worth over Rs 150 crore 
has been unearthed in a se-
ries of joint raids by various 
taxation agencies at busi-
ness and official premises 
of a Kanpur-based perfume 
industrialist, sources said on 
Friday.The residential and 
business premises of Kanpur 
industrialist Piyush Jain were 
raided on Thursday and Friday 
by sleuths of various anti-tax-
evasion agencies, including 
the Income Tax Department, 
the Central Board of Indirect 
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) 
and the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) Intelligence unit, 
they said.Though there was 
no official confirmation of 
raids and seizures, a senior 
tax-enforcement official said 
on the condition of anonymity 
that raids were conducted at 
Jain’s multiple premises in 
Kanpur, Gujarat and Mumbai 
began on Thursday.

Some photographs of the 
alleged raids going viral on 
various social media plat-
forms showed stacks of cash 
stuffed in large wardrobes 
at the residential premises 
of Jain in Kanpur.Jain runs 
the perfume-manufacturing 

units also in Kannauj district, 
neighbouring Kanpur.The 
tax officials also raided a fac-
tory manufacturing ‘Shikhar’ 
brand of pan masala and other 
scented tobacco products here 
in the city.During raids at the 
residential premises, huge 
amounts of cash, wrapped in 
paper, has been found, the 
official added.

The money was allegedly 
linked to the dispatch of 
goods via fake invoices and 
without e-way bills by a goods 
transporter, the official said.

Meanwhile, reports coming 
from Kannauj said that the 
sleuths at around 3.00 pm 
reached the Kannauj residence 
of Jain along with his two sons 
Molu and Pratyush, and en-
tered the residence.The raids 
also started a war of words on 
twitter between the BJP and 
Samajwadi Party.In a tweet 
in Hindi, the UP unit of the 
BJP said, “People of SP, the 
smell of your sins will not be 
washed away by the ‘perfume 
of corruption’. More than Rs 
150 crore of black money has 

been seized. And it is natural 
for Akhilesh to feel the pain, 
when action is initiated on 
the corrupt people.”“The en-
tire UP knows that SP means 
corruption,” the tweet said.
Rebutting the claims of the 
BJP, Manish Jagan Agrawal, 
the digital media co-ordinator 
of SP in a series of tweets in 
Hindi said, “The raids at the 
house of Shikhar Pan Masala 
Group and perfume trader 
Piyush Jain in Kanpur and 
the cash recovered is a story 
of failure of demonetisation. 
The BJP and the media are de-
faming SP by forcibly linking 
Piyush Jain and Shikhar Pan 
Masala to SP. Piyush Jain has 
nothing to do with SP MLC 
Pumpi Jain.”

“Since a few days ago, in-
come tax raids were conducted 
on people linked to the SP. 
But, the government and the 
agencies did not get anything. 
The people of SP came out 
clean. Hence, a frustrated 
BJP immediately conducted 
a raid, and recovered cash, 
and also hatched a conspiracy 
to link their propaganda with 
the SP, and mislead the peo-
ple,” Agrawal said in another  
tweet.� AGENCIES

Amazon’s plan to acquire Catamaran 
stake in Prione violates FDI policy: CAIT

Data Patterns lists with 46 per cent 
premium, settles 28 pc up on listing day

Mumbai’s Darwin Platform Infra Ltd wins bid for Pune’s Lavasa city

NEW DELHI:  Indian Oil 
Corporation will invest Rs 
9,028 crore for setting up 
of a new crude oil pipeline 
system, with a capacity of 17.5 
MMTPA, from Mundra (Gu-
jarat) to Panipat (Haryana).
Under this project, IndianOil 
would also build nine crude 
oil tanks of 60,000 KL each 

at Mundra, which, apart from 
meeting operational require-
ments, would also help in 
enhancing crude oil storage 
capacity in the country.

“The total estimated cost of 
the project is Rs 9,028 crore. 
The IndianOil Board, at its 
meeting held on 20th De-
cember 2021, has approved 

the investment proposal,” In-
dianOil said in a statement.”
“IndianOil is implementing 
a project for capacity expan-
sion of Panipat refinery from 
15 MMTPA to 25 MMTPA 
along with the installation 
of Polypropylene Unit and 
Catalytic Dewaxing Unit with 
targeted completion in 2nd 
quarter of FY 2024-25.”

As per the company, the 
new pipeline system and 
crude oil tank storage would 
help in meeting the enhanced 
need of crude oil requirement 
due to the expansion of the 
Panipat refinery.“The crude 
oil pipeline project is expected 
to be completed in synchro-
nisation with the commis-
sioning of Panipat refinery 
expansion.”� AGENCIES

IndianOil to invest Rs 9,028 cr for 
new crude oil pipeline system

IPO fund raising 
all-time high at 
Rs 1.18 lakh crore

NEW DELHI: Sixty three 
Indian corporates raised an 
all-time high Rs 1.18 lakh 
crore through main board 
IPOs in calendar 2021.
This was nearly 4.5 times 
Rs 26,613 crore raised 
through 15 IPOs in 2020 
and almost double of the 
previous best year 2017 
in which Rs 68,827 crore 
was raised.IPOs from new 
age loss-making technol-
ogy startups, strong retail 
participation and huge 
listing gains were the key 
highlights, according to 
Pranav Haldea, Managing 
Director, Prime Database 
Group.Overall public equity 
fundraising crossed the Rs 2 
lakh crore mark to reach Rs 
2.02 lakh crore in calendar 
2021 which was higher than 
the previous highest amount 
of Rs 1.76 lakh crore in the 
preceding year.

The overall response from 
the public was very good. 
Of the 59 IPOs for which 
data is available as of now, 
36 IPOs received a mega 
response of more than 10 
times (of which 6 IPOs 
more than 100 times) while 
8 IPOs were oversubscribed 
by more than 3 times. 
The balance 15 IPOs were 
oversubscribed between 1 to 
3 times.The year witnessed 
tremendous response from 
retail investors as well. The 
average number of applica-
tions from retail was 14.36 
lakh, in comparison to 12.77 
lakh in 2020 and 4.05 
lakh in 2019.� AGENCIES

new delhi: PC and printer 
major HP Inc on Wednesday 
said it has started local manu-
facturing of multiple PC prod-
ucts including laptops in India, 
as the government renews its 
thrust on the ‘make in India’ 
initiative.The company has 
begun manufacturing multiple 
models of laptops, desktop 
towers, mini desktops at the 
Flex facility in Sriperumbudur 
near Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
HP is also manufacturing dis-
play monitors in India.Some of 
these products qualify under 
public procurement order of 
the government and will be 
available on the Government 
e-Marketplace (GeM) portal 
to meet the demands of the 
government departments and 
other customers, according to 
the company.

“We will be expanding our 
portfolio in manufacturing 
across multiple products with-
in India in order to make sure 
that we play a meaningful role 
in building the country as a 
global manufacturing hub,” 

Ketan Patel, Managing Direc-
tor, HP India Market, told 
IANS.“We have been work-
ing with the Central and state 
governments in the mission 
to empower the lives of mil-
lions of citizens and enhance 
the community’s quality of 
life. This announcement will 
further solidify our commit-

ment to India,” he added.HP 
Inc maintained its lead in the 
overall PC category in India, as 
it reported the third consecu-
tive quarter (Q3) with over 
a million shipments in the 
country. It led both commer-
cial and consumer segments 
with a 28.5 per cent share in 
the overall PC category, ac-

cording to the IDC.This is the 
first time HP is manufacturing 
such a wide range of laptops in 
India, with products such as 
HP EliteBooks, HP ProBooks 
and HP G8 series notebooks.
The company has also ex-
panded its locally-manufac-
tured commercial desktops 
by adding various models of 
desktop mini towers (MT), 
mini desktops (DM), small 
form factor (SFF) desktops 
and a range of All-in-One PCs.
These products have both Intel 
and AMD processor options 
and cater to a wide range of 
customer segments.

HP partnered with Flex 
to manufacture commercial 
desktops in the country from 
August 2020.“The last one 
year of significant growth is 
a great testimony of the fact 
that computing is powering 
hybrid work, hybrid learning 
and hybrid playing. Computing 
is now becoming mainstream 
and this is a very good indica-
tor to expand our footprint,” 
Patel emphasised.�AGENCIES

HP begins manufacturing laptops, multiple PC products in India

also read |  Digital Push: NDTV’s shares zoom three-fold in 2021  *  P7    |    Diesel, petrol prices unchanged since Nov 3 *  P7

Space industry hopes for exciting 
2022 after a forgettable 2021
Chennai:  The Indian 
space industry is eagerly look-
ing forward to 2022 hoping 
that it could be an active year 
as compared to 2021 that 
is largely a forgettable one.
Speeding up the space sector 
reforms with final policies and 
activating the regulator for 
the private players, finalising 
the foreign direct investment 
(FDI) norms and passing of 
the Space Activities Bill and 
others are the expectations of 
the industry players for 2022. 
The global space market is 
about $360 billion and is ex-
pected to grow to $1 trillion 
by 2040.

However, India’s share in 
the global pie is about two per 
cent, offering good potential 
for the new players.Till now, 
the Indian space sector was 

a monopoly of the Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO)- the country’s space 
agency - and private participa-
tion was in the form of com-
ponent supplies to the former.
“The realisation of the un-
crewed rocket flight part of 
India’s human space mission 
Gaganyaan will be a major 
boost, a source of inspiration in 

the hearts of the people. There 
will be a lot of excitement 
with two uncrewed rocket 
launches,” Dr Chaitanya Giri, 
Founder, DAWON Advisory & 
Intelligence told IANS.

He added that the Rs 9,023 
crore Gaganyaan has a lot of 
strategic importance for the 
country apart from being a 
scientific achievement mission.
“The year 2022 will also see 
some progress in the Aditya-
L1 mission to study the Sun. 
There are also two moon mis-
sion projects -- the country’s 
own Chandrayaan-3 and the 
Indo-Japan moon mission 
(Lunar Polar Exploration 
Mission-LUPEX) and the 
Indo-US collaborative NA-
SA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture 
Radar (NISAR) Mission,” Giri 
said.� AGENCIES

Mumbai-based 
Darwin Platform 
Infrastructure Ltd 
(DPIL) has bagged 
the bid for Lavasa 
Corporation, India’s 
first privately-built 
smart city near the 
Lonavala hillstation 
in Pune, officials 
said
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new delhi: The Reserve 
Bank of India on Thursday 
extended card tokenisation 
deadline by six months till 
June 30, 2022, from the 
earlier deadline of Decem-
ber 31, 2021.“The timeline 
for storing of CoF (card-on-
file) data is extended by six 
months, i.e., till June 30, 
2022; post this, such data 
shall be purged,” it said in 
a notification.“In addition 
to tokenisation, industry 
stakeholders may devise 
alternate mechanism(s) 
to handle any use case or 
post-transaction activity 
that currently involves or 
requires storage of CoF 
data by entities other 
than card issuers and 
card networks.”The RBI’s 
card tokenisation guide-
lines mandated replacing 
the actual card data with 
encrypted digital tokens, 
which are then used to fa-
cilitate and authenticate 
transactions.

The devaluation of sensi-
tive card details would have 
alleviated risk and reduced 
vulnerability of sensitive 
data. However, industry 
bodies urged the RBI to 

extend card tokenisation 
deadline beyond December 
31, 2021.

The Merchant Payments 
Alliance of India (MPAI) 
and the Alliance of Digital 
India Foundation (ADIF) 
had recently urged the 
central bank to extend the 
CoF tokenisation deadline 
of December 31 for mer-
chants.Citing several opera-
tional challenges that will 
hinder the transition to the 
token-based payments eco-
system, the industry bod-
ies voiced their concerns 
over industry readiness on 

the RBI directive on card-
on-file tokenisation.The 
MPAI and ADIF said that 
‘ecosystem readiness’ is a 
sequential process of going 
live with stable API (ap-
plication programming in-
terface) documentation for 
tokenised transactions. The 
digital payments ecosystem 
is a long way from consum-
er-ready solutions and un-
less regulated entities are 
compliant, merchants will 
not be able to successfully 
process tokenised transac-
tions, they said in the joint 
letter.� AGENCIES

RBI extends card tokenisation 
deadline till June 30

new delhi: With the 
government once again 
failing to table the (much-
expected) Cryptocurrency 
and Regulation of Official 
Digital Currency Bill, 2021, 
in the Winter Session of 
Parliament, former Finance 
Secretary Subhash Chandra 
Garg said on Thursday that 
he had no confidence in 
the ability of government 
to figure out the complex-
ities of this new crypto 
phenomenon.“I expressed 
serious doubts when the 
government had expressed 
its intent to present the bill, 
about the introduction of 
the crypto-assets/curren-
cies bill in the Winter Ses-
sion of Parliament. I am, 
therefore, not surprised to 
see the present situation 
where there is zero clarity 
over what is the Bill,” Garg 
told IANS.

This was the second time 
that the Crypto Bill 2021 
was listed on the Parlia-
ment’s agenda but did not 
see the light of the day. 
It was also deferred dur-
ing the Budget Session of 
Parliament in February 
this year.Garg, a pioneer 

in formulating policies 
around crypto, headed the 
inter-ministerial commit-
tee (IMC) that drafted the 
cryptocurrency bill entitled 
“Banning of Cryptocur-
rency and Regulation of 
Official Digital Currency 
Bill, 2019”.

According to him, the 
government has been buf-
feted by two forces in this 
matter.First, “the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), believ-

ing that crypto-technology 
and businesses are only in 
the currency business, has 
been constantly hammer-
ing the government to ban 
the crypto-currencies and 
statutorily empower RBI to 
issue digital bank-notes,” 
said Garg.

“The crypto-currency 
exchanges, applying the 
force from the other side, 
want the government to 
treat crypto-currencies as 

assets and statutorily create 
a regulatory mechanism 
for the same,” he added.
The government seems to 
be caught up in this crypto 
storm unable to make up its 
mind, he noted.Adding to 
the government’s problems 
are several critical issues 
spawned by this new crypto 
technology phenomenon.
More than addressing the 
issue of legitimising cryp-
tocurrencies in India in the 
upcoming bill, the govern-
ment is now facing deeper 
challenges like crypto be-
ing potentially misused for 
hawala and money laun-
dering, investments worth 
billions of dollars escaping 
to abroad and capital gains 
tax being avoided by the 
trade exchanges as well as 
investors.

With an estimated 15 to 
20 million crypto inves-
tors, and no clarity on the 
size of the Indian crypto 
market, a blanket ban is 
set to shake up the entire 
crypto ecosystem and affect 
millions who have put in 
their hard-earned money 
into various crypto trading 
exchanges.� AGENCIES

No confidence in govt’s ability to fathom 
new crypto order: Ex Fin Secy Garg

NewsBrief

new delhi: To promote 
‘Ease of Living’ as well as 
‘Ease of Doing Business’, 
the Centre has reduced 
more than 25,000 com-
pliances. The figure was 
furnished by the Ministry 
of Commerce and Indus-
try after the valedictory 
session of the “National 
Workshop on the next 
phase of reforms to re-
duce Compliance Burden” 
which was held here.Ad-
dressing the session, the 
Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution and Textiles 
Piyush Goyal said India’s 
compliance systems for 
citizens must be based on 
the basis of trust, while 
calling for a focus on ini-
tiatives which can reduce 

the compliance burden to 
provide timely delivery of 
services.

Goyal said that infinite 
possibilities in technology 
should aid the Centre’s 
initiatives and not just 
further complicate the 
system. He also stressed 
the need for indigenous 
solutions to problems 
facing the country. “The 
Minister asked policy 
makers to consider the 
wide disparity in income, 
literacy level and the gaps 
in infrastructure, espe-
cially connectivity, while 
planning the delivery of 
services, especially if tech-
nology is involved,” the 
ministry said in a state-
ment.Goyal spoke of the 
need to combine various 
services like the ‘Digi 
locker’ and the ‘National 
Single Window System’, 
so that repetitive pro-
cesses are rationalised, 
gaps are bridged and 
redundancies are elimi-
nated when it comes to 
applying for approvals and  
permissions.� AGENCIES

newdelhi: Private sector 
lender Axis Bank has emerged 
as the highest bidder to buy 
Citi’s consumer banking busi-
ness, according to sources.
American banking major Ci-
tibank in April announced its 
plan to exit from the consumer 
banking business in India as 
part of a global strategy.The 
business comprises credit 
cards, retail banking, home 

loans and wealth management. 
The bank has 35 branches in 
the country and employs about 
4,000 people in the consumer 
banking business.

The final valuation will be 
linked to the number of vari-
ables, including the quantum 
of deposits, customers, assets 
and liabilities once all regula-
tory clearances come through, 
the sources added. �AGENCIES

Axis Bank emerges top 
bidder for Citi business

Centre cuts over 25,000 
compliances for ‘Ease of Living’, 
‘Ease of Doing Business’

New Delhi:Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Wednesday concluded 
a week-long series of pre-
budget consultation meet-
ings with various stake-
holders for the upcoming 

Budget for FY23.All held 
in virtual mode, the first 
meeting was held on De-
cember 15 with agri and 
allied industry members.
More than 120 invitees rep-
resenting seven stakeholder 

groups participated in eight 
meetings during the period, 
a Ministry of Finance state-
ment said.

The stakeholder groups 
include representatives and 
experts from agriculture 
and agro processing indus-
try, industry, infrastruc-
ture and climate change, 
financial sector and capi-
tal markets, services and 
trade, social sector, trade 
union and labour organisa-
tions, and economists.“The 
stakeholder groups made 
several suggestions on vari-
ous issues that included 
increased R&D spending, 
infrastructure status for 
digital services, incentives 
to hydrogen storage and 
fuel cell development, ra-
tionalisation of income tax 
slabs, investments in online 
safety measures etc., among 
others,” the statement said.
Sitharaman assured that 
suggestions will be carefully 
considered while prepar-
ing the Budget document, 
which is slated to be tabled 
in Parliament on February 
1, 2022.� AGENCIES

FM concludes pre-Budget  
meetings with stakeholders

DHFL case: Yes Bank’s former 
business head gets bail
mumbai: A special CBI court 
here on Thursday granted bail 
to Rajiv Anand, a former busi-
ness head of Yes Bank, in a 
cheating and corruption case 
involving the private sector 
lender DHFL.Anand’s bail 
plea was allowed by special 
judge for CBI cases S U Wadga-
onkar. The detailed order was 
not available yet.The bank’s 
co-founder Rana Kapoor and 
his family are co-accused in the 
case.Rana Kapoor is in judicial 
custody in a related case being 
probed by the Enforcement 
Directorate. He was arrested 
in March 2020.As per the CBI, 
Yes Bank invested Rs 3,700 
crore in debentures of DHFL, 
which, in return, allegedly paid 
kickbacks of Rs 600 crore to 
DoIT Urban Ventures, a firm 
controlled by Kapoor’s wife 
and daughters.� AGENCIES

Rupee strengthens for 
sixth day, up 28 paise to 
75.26 per USD
mumbai: Rising for the sixth 
straight session, the rupee 
climbed 28 paise to close at 
75.26 against the US dollar on 
Thursday as abating concerns 
over the Omicron variant im-
proved risk appetite globally.
At the interbank forex market, 
the local unit opened at 75.43 
against the greenback and 
witnessed an intra-day high 
of 75.22 and a low of 75.44.
On Wednesday, the rupee 
had appreciated by 5 paise to 
close at 75.54 against the US 
dollar.Meanwhile, the dollar 
index, which measures the 
greenback’s strength against 
the basket of six currencies, 
rose 0.03 per cent to 96.10.
Brent crude futures, the glob-
al oil benchmark, fell 0.20 
per cent to USD 75.14 per 
barrel.� AGENCIES

‘Sri Lanka’s official 
reserves to double by year 
end to above USD 3 billion’
Colombo: Sri Lanka’s of-
ficial foreign reserves, which 
dropped to USD 1.58 billion 
in November, will double 
to remain above USD 3 
billion by the end of this 
year, the Central Bank here 
has said, asserting that the 
country’s economy showed 
resilience throughout 2021 
despite the headwinds of 
the economic impact of 
COVID-19.The bank said 
Sri Lanka has successfully 
met its debt obligations by 
repaying foreign loans, in-
cluding the payments of 
the International Sovereign 
Bonds.Progress is being 
made in negotiations other 
arrangements to bring in 
inflows, the Central Bank 
of Sri Lanka (CBSL) said in 
a statement on Wednesday.
Although no details of the 
expected inflows are given, 
the officials said a USD 1.5 
billion swap with China was 
in the offing. � AGENCIES

Mumbai: In a significant 
development, the power-
ful All India Bank Officers 
Association (AIBOA) on 
Wednesday demanded a 
probe by the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) into the IDBI 
Bank Ltds recent disclosure 
of a diamantaire groups loan 
default.

AIBOA General Secretary 
S. Nagarajan has said that 
bank officers are “seriously 
disturbed” over the public 
notices issued by the IDBI 
Bank Ltd vis-a-vis the wilful 
defaulter diamantaire, Sang-
havi Exports International 
Pvt Ltd, its group companies, 

factories, office, besides pro-
moters/directors/guarantors.
In a letter to the RBI Gov-
ernor, it has been pointed 
out how the IDBI Bank Ltd’s 

first public notice (dated 
December 19) mentioned 
a huge amount of over Rs 
6,700 crore, plus a foreign 
currency (USD) loan equiva-

lent to around Rs 1.20 crore.
Earlier, the Bank of India, as 
the leader of a consortium, 
had taken over possession of 
the diamantaire’s property 
for failure to repay loans 
worth Rs 468 crore in 2018, 
said Nagarajan, on the issue 
that was first highlighted by 
IANS (December 20-21).

“The wilful defaulter 
should not be a repeat action 
of the infamous Nirav Modi 
of Punjab National Bank. It 
is also intriguing that in 2018 
itself, there was a recovery 
step made by another public 
sector bank, so how come the 
IDBI Bank was unknown of 

the developments,” Nagara-
jan asked.The senior banking 
professional pointed out that 
later, IDBI Bank informed 
the BSE and NSE that there 
are inaccuracies and that the 
loan account is fully provided 
with the NPA of only Rs 16.72 
crore.

“The contradictory stand 
by IDBI Bank Ltd before 
various authorities is cer-
tainly intriguing and requires 
reporting of factual posi-
tion to the public at large, 
who are directly or indi-
rectly involved in the share 
market operations,” urged  
Nagarajan.� AGENCIES

IDBI Bank-diamantaire group issue: ‘Disturbed’ AIBOA seeks RBI probe
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MUMBAI: Positive global 
cues along with rising risk 
taking sentiment buoyed 
India’s key equity indices 
S&P BSE Sensex and NSE 
Nifty50 during Thursday’s 
late-hour trade session.
Initially, both the indices 
opened with an upgap and 
rose for the third consecu-
tive session.Globally, Asian 
shares were modestly high-
er on Thursday after stocks 
advanced on Wall Street 
with encouraging reports 
about the potential impact 
of the Omicron variant of 
coronavirus and stronger 
US economic data.Similar-
ly, European stock markets 
had a higher but fairly cau-
tious opening on Thursday, 
building on gains late in 
Wednesday’s session.Con-
sequently, at 3.15 p.m., the 
S&P BSE Sensex traded at 
57,368.79 points, up 0.77 
per cent from its previous 
close.

Similarly, the broader 
50-scrip Nifty at the Na-
tional Stock Exchange 

(NSE) rose to 17,085.45 
points, up 0.77 per 
cent from its previous 
close.“Volumes on the 
NSE continue to be lower 
than normal due to holiday 
mood. Advance decline ra-
tio remains positive,” said 
Deepak Jasani, Head of 
Retail Research, HDFC 
Securities.

“Among sectors, Real-
ty, Oil & Gas, Power and 
FMCG have gained the 
most while Telecom and 
Metals have lost the most.”
According to Gaurav Garg, 
Head of Research, Capi-
talVia Global Research: 
“Domestic Sentiments 
are impacted as the risk 
sentiment improved glob-
ally after a study showed 
hospital stay risk for the 
Omicron variant of Co-
vid-19 is lower than the 
Delta strain.”“Among sec-
tors, Realty and PSU banks 
up 2 per cent each while 
bank, financial services 
and FMCG up by 1 per cent 
each.”� AGENCIES

Global risk-on sentiment buoys 
indices; PSU banks’ stocks rise

World Bank program 
to benefit over 12 mn 
children in Tanzania

Dar Es Salaam: The 
World Bank has approved 
$500 million that will ben-
efit more than 12 million 
children in pre-primary and 
primary education in Tan-
zania’s mainland, the bank 
has said in a statement.The 
programme called ‘BOOST 
Primary Student Learning 
Program for Results’ is aimed 
at making pre-primary and 
primary education better and 
more accessible across the 
east African country, Xinhua 
news agency reported citing 
the statement released on 
Wednesday.

The statement said the 
education programme sup-
ported by World Bank will 
help make Tanzania primary 
schools safer, more inclusive, 
child friendly and enhance 
teachers’ subject content 
knowledge.� AGENCIES

NEW DELHI:The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on 
Thursday said it has provi-
sionally attached movable 
and immovable assets worth 
Rs 100 crore belonging to a 
businessman Rebba Saty-
anarayana and his family 

members in connection with 
a Rs 112 crore money laun-
dering case

The accused cheated the 
IDBI Bank by taking fraudu-
lent fish tank KCC (Kisan 
Credit Card) loans.“We 
have attached the agri-

culture lands, fish ponds, 
commercial sites, plots and 
flats in Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, and bank bal-
ance,” said an ED official. 
Earlier, a case against the 
accused was lodged by the 
federal probe agency CBI. 
The ED initiated it’s inquiry 
on the basis of the FIR of 
the CBI.

Satyanarayana and others 
were accused of fraudulently 
availing KCC fish tank loans 
in the name of 143 benami 
borrowers from IDBI Bank, 
Rajahmundry Branch to the 
tune of Rs 112.41 crore.The 
ED found during the probe 
that Satyanarayana was the 
aggregator and end-bene-
ficiary of all the KCC loans 
sanctioned to the borrowers.
“The said KCC Loan 

amounts were firstly trans-
ferred to the Borrowers’ Sav-
ings Accounts (opened by 
Rebba Satyanarayana in 
their name) and later on, 
most of the said loan amount 
was withdrawn in cash and 
handed over to him which he 
utilised for various things,” 
said an ED official.

The official said that the 
accused utilised the funds 
for the repayment of ear-
lier loans which he took in 
the name of other entities. 
He was controlling all the 
benami entities. The ac-
cused also purchased a lot 
of properties in the names 
of his relatives.“Lastly, he 
invested in his import and 
export businesses. This 
business was being run by 
his relatives and others,” 

said an ED official.The ED 
found that properties pur-
chased by Satyanarayana 
in his relatives’ and benami 
names were again used to 
mortgage for getting other 
loans in their other business 
entities.

“He is a habitual offender 
who is taking cyclical loans 
to repay old loans and divert 
portions of the sanctioned 
loans to run his various 
benami ventures. He was 
indulged habitually and con-
tinuously in fraudulently 
availing loans from banks by 
pledging/mortgaging prop-
erties and for repayment of 
the same, either he used to 
avail fresh loans or used to 
settle said loan under OTS 
in a cycled manner,” said 
the ED official.� AGENCIES

ED attaches assets of businessman who duped bank of Rs 112cr
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Beijing: China on Friday ex-
pressed firm opposition to the 
new US law that restricts im-
ports from its volatile Xinjiang 
province over the allegations of 
forced labour against Uyghur 
Muslims, saying it violated 
international laws and inter-
fered in its internal affairs.US 
President Joe Biden on Thurs-
day signed the Uyghur Forced 
Labour Prevention Act which 
prohibits American businesses 
from importing goods from 
Xinjiang unless they can be 
proven not to have been made 
by forced labour.

China is battling allega-
tions of human rights viola-
tions against Uyghur Muslims 
in the last few years from the 
US, the UK and the European 
Union.The allegations include 
incarceration of thousands of 
Uyghurs in mass detention 

camps and forced labour in 
manufacturing units of the 
resource-rich Xinjiang, where 
mass migration of the domi-
nant Han-Chinese is also tak-
ing place.

Researchers have accused 
Chinese officials of forced abor-
tions, and mass indoctrination 
and other such crimes.Beijing 

says its security crackdown in 
Xinjiang was aimed at the sepa-
ratist East Turkistan Islamic 
Movement (ETIM), which is 
affiliated to the Al-Qaida fac-
tion operating in Xinjiang. The 
labour camps have been called 
regular job training.

The US-China ties are going 
through a tense phase as Biden 

has already announced a dip-
lomatic boycott of the Beijing 
Winter Olympics which is to 
be held in February next year.
Reacting to the latest develop-
ment, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian said, in 
a statement, that the Ameri-
can act maliciously denigrates 
the human rights situation in 
China’s Xinjiang in disregard 
of facts and truth. It seriously 
violates international law and 
basic norms governing inter-
national relations and grossly 
interferes in China’s internal 
affairs”.

He asked the US government 
to immediately correct its mis-
takes and stop using Xinjiang-
related issues to spread lies, 
interfere in China’s internal 
affairs and contain the coun-
try’s development.“China will 
make further responses de-

pending on the development of 
the situation,” he said.Noting 
that Xinjiang-related issues 
are not about human rights at 
all, but about fighting violence, 
terrorism and separatism, he 
said conspiring and scheming 
on Xinjiang-related issues can-
not stop China’s development.
“What the US has done runs 
counter to market rules and 
business ethics. It will only de-
stabilise the global industrial 
and supply chains and disrupt 
the international trade order,” 
he said.

State-run Global Times said 
the US legislation hurts the 
interests of US companies 
as China produces 22 per 
cent of the world’s cotton of 
which 84 per cent comes from 
Xinjiang and many Ameri-
can firms are bound to face  
shortage.� AGENCIES

 China condemns US law banning imports from Xinjiang

NEW DELHI: Even though the 
prices of Malaysian crude palm 
oil shot up sharply, the price of 
the Indian product did not fol-
low the same trend in 2021 due 
to the government’s interven-
tion.Widely used in edible oil 
blending, cosmetics, processed 
food products, and even in bio-
fuel, palm oil’s prices on Bursa 
Malaysia Derivatives is consid-
ered to be the global benchmark 
among trade circles.Crude palm 
oil prices on the BMD rose 27 
per cent during the year-to-date 
period in 2021 to around 4,949 
ringgits (Rs 88,443), while on 
Multi Commodity Exchange of 
India, it rose just over 10 per 
cent to Rs 1,115 rupees per 10 
kg.The steady and inconsistent 
rise in prices on the MCX, to 
an extent, can be attributed to 
the Indian government’s slew 
of interventions.

In June, the Central gov-
ernment removed import re-
strictions on refined bleached 
deodorised palm oil, refined 
bleached deodorised palmolein, 
and another variant (palm oil 
and its fractions, whether or 
not refined, but not chemi-
cally modified) till December 
31, 2021, which has now now 

been extended till the end of 
2022.Besides, it on Monday 
reduced the basic customs duty 
on refined palm oil from 17.5 per 
cent to 12.5 per cent till March 
2022 as part of the measures it 
is taking to bring down edible 
oil rates in the Indian markets.
With this duty cut, net effec-
tive duty comes down to 13.75 
per cent against 19.25 per cent 
earlier, according to industry 
players.

In addition, the government 
on Monday suspended trade 
in futures contracts of several 
agricultural commodities, in-
cluding of crude palm oil, for 
one year.� AGENCIES

India’s series of interventions arrest 
domestic spike in palm oil prices

MUMBAI: With an invest-
ment of USD 272 billion in 
agritech and allied segments 
by 2030, India can generate 
USD 813 billion in revenue 
creating 152 million jobs, 
making it the largest private 
sector industry in the country, 
according to a report.

With agriculture continu-
ing to remain the mainstay 
of economy for the country, 
investment in agritech and 
allied segments can transform 
the face of Indian agriculture 
with far-reaching implica-
tions for food security and 

sustainable farming solutions, 
according to a report, titled 
‘Investing for Impact: Food, 
Agri and Agritech’, by Aspire 
Impact.In the past decade, 
India attracted about USD 
9 billion in FDI investments 
in the agriculture sector, said 
Amit Bhatia, founder of Aspire 
Circle and creator-Impact Fu-
ture Project.He added that this 
decade brings an opportunity 
for India Inc to take advantage 
of the massive untapped po-
tential this sector holds and 
transform it to be sustainable 
and future-ready.“With smart 

innovations, infrastructure 
and policy support and newer 
business models, the top-10 
ideas researched by the IFP 
community can attract USD 
272 billion in investments and 
generate USD 813 billion in 
revenue, impacting 1.1 billion 
lives,” he added.

The report has been au-
thored by leading agritech 
experts, industry leaders, 
academics and thinkers.The 
report further said India 
has its share of challenges 
when it comes to agricul-
tural practices, including 
mechanisation levels, which 
is at 40-45 per cent unlike 
90 per cent in the developed  
economies.� AGENCIES

‘India can generate USD 813 billion in 
revenues from agri, food sector by 2030’

Guwahati: Assam 
has recorded a decline in 
its growth rate while its 
fiscal deficit, outstanding 
debt and public debt have 
increased significantly 
at the end of 2019-20, a 
Comptroller and Audi-
tor (CAG) report on state 
finance for the period said 
on Friday.The report, laid 
in the state Assembly on 
the last day of the Winter 
Session, said the GSDP 
of the state grew from Rs 
2,27,959 crore in 2015-16 
to Rs 3,51,318 crore (quick 
estimates) in 2019-20 
with Compounded Annual 
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 
11.42 per cent against the 
national CAGR of 10.37 
per cent.However, there 
was a decline in the growth 
rate from 16.47 per cent in 
2015-16 to 11.22 per cent 
in 2019-20, it added.It 
further said the state could 
achieve revenue surplus 
only during two years in 
the five year period from 
2015-16 to 2019-20, and 
in containing the fiscal 
deficit below 3 per cent of 
GSDP in three out of five 
years in the same 
period.� AGENCIES

Assam’s growth rate 
dips, fiscal deficit, 
debts rise: CAG

NEW DELHI:In line with 
the benchmark equity indi-
ces, share prices of NDTV 
have almost increased 
three-fold in the year-to-
date period of 2021.Notably, 
the Nifty media index has 
risen 40 per cent to 2,248 
points in 2021 so far. The 
index value provides an 
indication to the investors 
about the performance in a 
certain sector.

Founded in 1988, New 
Delhi Television (NDTV) 
was the first private TV 
news channel in India.
Keeping pace with changing 
technologies, the asset-light 
media house has ramped up 

its footprints in digital and 
online space.The media out-
let’s share prices have risen 
from Rs 41 on January 1, 
2021 to Rs 121 at Thursday’s 

close, up over 192 per cent 
during the period.Just in the 
past one-month, it’s shares 
rose 46 per cent, thereby 
hitting multi-year highs.

On December 1, 2021, the 
company entered into a 10-
year deal with Taboola, a 
global leader in powering 
recommendations for the 
open web. The decade-long 
deal is expected to bring in 
revenue of Rs 750 crore.
The company’s current 
market capitalisation is 
worth Rs 782 crore, NSE 
data showed.Ndtv.com, the 
online version of the news 
provider, has reportedly 
garnered nearly 200 mil-
lion “unique views” and is 
one of the fastest growing 
online news portals in the 
country.� AGENCIES

Digital Push: NDTV’s shares zoom three-fold in 2021

Bengal advisor seeks urgent 
GST council meet to scrap tax 
hike in textile
MUMBAI: Amit Mitra, the 
advisor to West Bengal Chief 
minister Mamata Baner-
jee, on Friday requested 
Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman to hold 
an urgent meeting of the 
GST Council and rescind 
the seven per cent tax hike 
in the textiles sector to 
prevent job loss and closure 
of small units.The union 
government had notified to 
increase the tax on natural 
fibre products from 5 per 
cent to 12 per cent, includ-
ing apparels in the lower 
tax bracket with effect from 
January 1, 2022.If the tax 
is not reversed then the 
impact will be huge with 
job loss to 15 lakh people, 
including those engaged in 
ancillary industry and clo-
sure of one lakh small units. 
A lot of units will revert to 
the informal sector, Mitra 
told reporters in a virtual 
media meet.He accused the 
Centre of not discussing the 
issue in the GST council 
before announcing the hike 
in tax.

Mitra, who is the former 
finance minister of the 
state, said that at a time 
when wholesale inflation in 
the country is already 14 per 
cent, the additional burden 
of seven per cent tax on 
textile will push it up and 
cause loss of job. The sector 
engages 39 million people.
He said that the govern-
ment is hurting 80 per cent 
of the textile industry to 
correct the inverse tax issue 
in the man made textile sec-
tor. Natural fibre segment 
constitute 80 per cent of the 
Rs 5.4 lakh crore textile sec-
tor and its net profit margin 
is between one and three 
per cent making them vul-
nerable to any kind of cost 
impact.The cotton sector is 
already reeling under 70 per 
cent inflation, he 
 said.� AGENCIES

MUMBAI: SWISS airline, 
which is expected to connect 
Indian cities soon, will facili-
tate greater people to people 
contact and improve trade, 
help tourism and cultural 
exchange, a diplomat of the 
country said on Friday.The 
Switzerland-India relation is 
strong and will strengthened 
with greater bilateral trade 
between the two countries, 
increased tourism and cul-
tural exchanges, Ambassador 
of Switzerland to India Ralf 
Heckner said on the sidelines 
of an interaction with mem-
bers of Indian Chamber of 
Commerce.We are one of the 

first countries to open tour-
ism as early as June-July. We 
are ready to operate flights, 
he said.Supply chain issues 
have been resolved with the 
joint effort of both the coun-
tries helping bilateral trade, 
the diplomat said.SWISS air-
lines will begin their opera-
tion soon in India which will 
boost people to people con-
tact and greater exchanges. 
Trade is improving after Co-
vid disruptions. The flights 
will begin with Mumbai and 
then to Delhi, Heckner said.
The airlines is expected to 
start operating direct flights 
between Zurich and Mumbai 

from January 10. Two weekly 
flights will be operated on 
the route.Heckner said in the 
pre-COVID year Switzerland 
had issued 1.8 lakh visas to 
tourists and businessmen, 
while 50,000 Swiss nationals 
came to India. But COVID 
had disrupted tourism and 
the number is now less than 
normal.

The Indian government 
had rolled back plans to re-
sume scheduled international 
flight operations from 15 De-
cember after the emergence 
of the Omicron coronavirus  
mutant.India had suspend-
ed international flight op-

erations, effective 23 March 
2020. This was periodically 
extended every month till 
November 30, before the 
government on 26 Novem-
ber announced plans to re-
sume scheduled international 
flight services. Prior to 26 
November, international 
flights operated between 
India and other countries 
under bilateral air bubble 
agreements.Switzerland is 
the twelfth largest foreign 
investor in India, with the 
cumulative investment of 
USD 9.3 billion from April 
2000 to June 2021.

Traditional sectors of Swiss 
excellence such as engineer-
ing, industrial equipment, 
services, precision instru-
ments, chemicals , pharma-
ceuticals continue to main-
tain top positions. Recent 
reform initiatives towards 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and the 
drive towards 5 trillion dollar 
economy have enhanced the 
potential for Swiss businesses 
in sectors like clean technol-
ogy, lifesciences, medtech, 
financial services, fintech, 
construction materials and 
equipment and railways 
among others.	� AGENCIES

Flights resumption will boost people 
to people contact: Swiss diplomat

Chennai:  The Tamil 
Nadu government is devel-
oping a strategy to buyback 
plastic products and to be 
set up Reverse Vending ma-
chines in association with 
FMCG companies.Chief 
Minister on Thursday inau-
gurated a campaign to make 
Tamil Nadu plastic-free and 
to promote cloth bags in 
large volumes. The govern-
ment is also in talks with a 
major corporate company 
for construction of 1,000 
toilets in the state made 
of non-recyclable plastic 
waste.

To reduce the stress 
caused by the overuse of 
plastic in the environment, 
the government is plan-
ning a strategy to improve 
Extended Producers Re-
sponsibility (EPR) for the 
manufacturers.The Chief 
Minister’s office has already 

directed all the district 
administrations to have a 
discussion with the com-
panies in their respective 
districts to evolve strategies 
regarding buy-back plans of 
plastics and for use of this 
material in the construction 
industry.

Sources in the Tamil 
Nadu environment depart-
ment told IANS that the 
Hindustan Coca Cola Bev-
erages (HCCB) is in talks 
with the Tiruvallur district 
administration for use of 
construction materials from 

plastic waste.The company 
under its CSR initiative has 
already adopted eight vil-
lages in and around Nemam 
where the factory of HCCB 
is located and has already 
got approval for building a 
model toilet at Nemam in 
the district of Tiruvallur.
The HCCB has entered into 
an association with Ricron 
Panels, a company that has 
specialised in the business 
of converting plastic waste 
into eco-friendly construc-
tion material.

The state environment 
department in a study 
found that on an average 
a person in the state is us-
ing and discarding a plastic 
bottle a day. This would 
lead to installing 5,000 
to 6,000 Reverse vend-
ing machines in the state 
for safe deposit of plastic 
 material.� AGENCIES

For making TN plastic-free state, Stalin 
govt to go for buyback policy

New Delhi: Oil market-
ing companies have kept the 
prices of diesel and petrol 
unchanged across major 
Indian cities since Novem-
ber 3, when the Centre and 
some states reduced duties 

on them.Accordingly, diesel 
and petrol prices in Delhi 
stood at Rs 86.67 per litre 
and Rs 95.41 per litre on 
Friday, respectively.

In the financial capital 
Mumbai, the rates were 

unchanged at Rs 94.14 
and Rs 109.98 respectively. 
The diesel and petrol prices 
also remained static in Kolk-
ata at Rs 89.79 and Rs 104.67 
respectively.In Chennai too, 
they remained untouched 
at Rs 91.43 and Rs 101.40.
Across the country as well, 
the price of the fuel remained 
largely unchanged on Friday 
but the retail rates varied 
depending on the level of 
local level taxes.� AGENCIES

Diesel, petrol prices unchanged since Nov 3

Centre imposes stock limits on soyameal 
till June 2022 to check price rise
NEW DELHI: The Centre on 
Friday imposed stock holding 
limits on soyameal, which 
is used as a raw material in 
the poultry feed industry, till 
June 2022 to curb hoarding 
as well as check price rise.
The limits will be in place 
till June 30, 2022 and an or-
der in this regard was issued 
with effect from December 
23, an official statement said.
Besides, the government has 
notified an order under the 
Essential Commodities Act 
to declare ‘soyameal’ as an 
essential commodity up to 
June 30, 2022 by amending 
the Schedule of the Essen-
tial Commodities Act, 1955.
Soyameal processors, millers 
and plant owners can hold a 
maximum stock of 90 days 
production and they are re-
quired to declare the storage 
location.

Government-registered 
trading companies, traders 
and private chaupals can hold 
a maximum stock of 160 tonne 
with a defined and declared 
storage location.If stocks held 
by legal entities are higher 
than the prescribed limits, 
then they have to declare the 

same on the food ministry’s 
portal ‘http://evegoils.nic.
in/soya_meal_stock/login’ 
and bring it to the prescribed 
stock limits within 30 days of 
the issue of the notification. 
It should be ensured that 
soyameal stock is regularly 
declared and updated on the 
portal, the statement said.
The data on the portal will be 
regularly monitored and any 
follow-up action will be taken 
by the Department of Animal 
Husbandry and Dairying.

“The above measures are 
expected to stop any unfair 
practices (like hoarding, 
black marketing etc) in the 
market having the poten-
tial to hike the prices of soy-
ameal,” the statement said. 
The stock limits have 
been set in consultation 
with the Department of 
Animal Husbandry and  
Dairying.� AGENCIES

Indian engineering exports to 
China doubles in Nov 2021
NEW DELHI: Engineering 
goods shipments to China 
have more than doubled in 
November, 2021 to USD 
434.6 million (Rs 3,260 
crore approximately) as 
compared to USD 205.3 
million (Rs 1,540 crore) in 
the same month last year, 
sector export promotion 
body EEPC said on Friday. 
The US, however, remained 
the top importer of Indian 
engineering goods at USD 
1196 million during this 
period, registering a growth 
of 36.6 per cent over USD 
875 million in November, 
2020.

The UAE was the third 
biggest market for Indian 
engineering goods with 
a total shipment value of 

USD 404.4 million in the 
previous month.India’s 
engineering exports con-
tinued to grow in Novem-
ber 2021 but a decline was 
observed in the value of 
shipment, EEPC said.
However, total engineer-
ing goods exports slowed 
down to USD 7.7 billion 
(Rs 57,000 crore approx) 

in November from 9.03 
billion (Rs 67,000 crore 
in October 2021).How-
ever, the growth was still 
substantial at 37.12 per 
cent over the exports of 
November 2020 at USD 
5.62 billion.

“The slowdown seems to 
be indicating the distress 
exporters are facing given 
volatility in world demand 
and the uncertainty regard-
ing the pandemic which has 
been triggered by the new 
variant Omicron. Experts 
around the globe have al-
ready predicted that while 
the global trade growth is 
remarkable it is not even 
across the countries,” EEPC 
India Chairman Mahesh 
Desai said.� AGENCIES

Even though the 
prices of Malaysian 
crude palm oil shot up 
sharply, the price of 
the Indian product did 
not follow the same 
trend in 2021 due to 
the government’s 
intervention
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investments in the 
agriculture sector

Oil marketing 
companies have kept 
the prices of diesel 
and petrol unchanged 
across major Indian 
cities since November 
3, when the Centre 
and some states 
reduced duties on 
them
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congress-left-isf AlliAnce, fighting for 
politicAl relevAnce, 

hopes to be KingmAKer

New Delhi: Announcing 

their plans for the upcoming 

two months, farmers, who 

have been protesting against 

the new farm laws at the Delhi 

borders, said they will march 

to the parliament on foot in 

May, the samyukt Kisan Mor-

cha said on Wednesday.
“the sanyukt Kisan Morcha 

met yesterday, and decided 

that the farmers will be under-

taking a march to the parlia-

ment. the date for the march 

is yet to be decided.“it will be joined not just by 

farmers, but also by women, 

and unemployed individuals, 

and labourers who have been 

supporting the movement,” 

farmer leader Gurnaam singh 

chaduni said.Addressing a press confer-

ence, he said that the march 

would be carried out in a 

“peaceful” manner, and spe-

cial care would be taken that 

“what happened on January 

26 is not repeated”.the leaders also shared their 

plans of forming a committee 

to control protesters if there 

is police action in parliament 

march.
We will form a committee to 

let the protestors know what 

to do in case there is police 

action during the march.
“it will also be made clear to 

them that sKM condemns all 

kinds of violence. so the pro-

testors will know that if there 

is any damage of property by 

them, they will have to serve 

the penalty,” a farmer leader 

said. Farmer leaders also an-

nounced their plans to block 

the Kundli-Manesar-palwal 

expressway for 24 hours on 

April 10.

“We will be blocking the 

KMp expressway on April 10 

for 24 hours, that is from 11 

am on April 10 to 11 am on 

the next day.“We will be doing this be-

cause the government has not 

been listening to us. it has 

been sleeping. this is to wake 

up the government,” another 

farmer leader said.An event to honour the 

farmers who have lost their 

lives during the agitation will 

be organised on May 6.
“soil from different parts of 

the country will be brought 

to these borders and a memo-

rial will be created for all our 

brothers who have lost their 

lives while participating in this 

movement,” a farmer leader 

said. 
AGeNCieS

farmers plan parliament march

Covid kills 58 more in Punjab 

the country sees 81,466 new cAses, the highest single-dAy rise in six months

New Delhi: india saw 

81,466 new coronavirus in-

fections being reported in a 

span of 24 hours, the highest 

single-day rise in six months, 

taking the coViD-19 tally of 

cases to 1,23,03,131, according 

to the union Health Ministry 

data updated on Friday.
the single-day rise in 

cases is the highest recorded 

since october 2, 2020, while 

the death toll increased to 

1,63,396 with 469 daily new 

fatalities, the highest since 

December 6, the data updated 

at 8 am showed. registering 

a steady increase for the 23rd 

day in row, the active cases 

have increased to 6,14,696 

comprising 5 per cent of the to-

tal infections, while the recov-

ery rate has further dropped to 

93.67 per cent, the data stated.
As many as 81,484 new in-

fections were recorded in a 

span of 24 hours on october 

2 while 482 daily deaths were 

registered on December 6.
the number of people who 

have recuperated from the 

disease surged to 11525039. 

the case fatality rate stood at 

1.33 per cent, the data stated.
According to the icMr, 

24,59,12,587 samples have 

been tested up to April 1, and 

11,13,966 samples were tested 

on thursday.  the 469 new 

fatalities include 249 from 

Maharashtra, 58 from punjab, 

34 from chhattisgarh, 19 from 

tamil Nadu, 18 from Karnataka, 

11 from Kerala and nine each 

from Delhi and uttar pradesh.
A total of 1,63,396 deaths 

have been reported so far in 

the country, including 54,898 

from Maharashtra, 12,738 

from tamil Nadu, 12,585 from 

Karnataka, 11,036 from Delhi, 

10,331 from West Bengal, 8,820 

from uttar pradesh, 7,220 from 

Andhra pradesh and 6,926 from 

punjab.  the health ministry 

stressed that more than 70 per 

cent of the deaths occurred due 

to comorbidities. “our figures 

are being reconciled with the 

indian council of Medical re-

search,” the ministry said on its 

website, adding that state-wise 

distribution of figures is subject 

to further verification and rec-

onciliation. cabinet secretary 

rajiv Gauba on Friday said the 

situation in 11 states and union 

territories is a matter of ‘serious 

concern’.taking note of the continuous 

deterioration of the covid sce-

nario over the fortnight, Gauba 

pointed out that india’s current 

case growth rate of 6.8 per cent 

in March 2021 has surpassed 

the previous record of 5.5 per 

cent (June 2020). india has also 

reported 5.5 per cent growth 

rate in daily covid deaths in this 

period. While the country was 

reporting about 97,000 daily 

new covid cases at the peak 

of the pandemic in september 

2020, it has now reached the 

critical figure 81,000 daily new 

cases. 
AGeNCieS

SATISH HANDAChandigarh
legal department Haryana 

state government has already 

prepared a reply along with 

necessary evidences to produce 

in supreme court of india 

against a writ moved by Delhi 

Water supply Board over sup-

ply of Yamuna river water to 

Delhi administration accus-

ing Haryana for supply of not 

only polluted but also reduced 

quantity of water. refusing allegations, Hary-

ana state government has al-

ready prepared reply to submit 

in the court on the next date of 

hearing in the case on basis of 

information by an economic 

survey. 
survey revealed, when Ya-

muna river water flowing in 

Haryana the quantity of bio-

logical oxygen demand (BoD) 

in the water at the time of en-

try into Delhi territory at palla 

was recorded as 2.56 mg each 

litre water and the quantity of 

dissolved oxygen (Do) was 

recorded as 7.19 mg each litre 

water in the river, and after 

covering nearly 54 km distance 

in Delhi area BoD in river 

water was recorded as 37.36 

mg each litre water and Do 

recorded as 2.60 mg each litre 

water at okhla Bairaj. 
According to information, 

purity of canal water is mea-

sured on the basis of BoD, 

which means the require-

ment of oxygen to liquidate 

live bacteria in the water which 

should be less than 3 mg per 

litre water. similarly, Do means quan-

tity of oxygen dissolved in wa-

ter and should be more than 5 

mg each litre water.Jp Dalal Haryana Agricul-

ture Minister denying Delhi 

Water supply Board allegations 

as regard supply of reduced 

quantity of polluted water con-

taining household garbage and 

industrial wastes thrown in 

the river at various places in 

Haryana while on way to Delhi 

said that Haryana state govern-

ment will produce all evidences 

in the court confirming that 

the river water gets polluted 

during its 54 km journey in-

side Delhi for which only Delhi 

administration is responsible 

for increased pollution in river 

water due to neglects.
Dalal said that the quan-

tity of water in Yamuna river 

in Haryana state has been 

reduced nearly 50% in past 

one year, in-spite of the fact 

Haryana government is sup-

plying 1050 cusec water daily 

to Delhi Water supply Board 

as per supreme court of india 

directions. According to data available 

with Haryana state govern-

ment, during five months with 

effect from october 2019 to 

February 2020 Haryana state 

was able to get total quantity 

18,05,884 cusec water in Ya-

muna river which included 

12,74,048 cusec water from 

Bhakhra Dam and 5,31,806 

cusec water in Yamuna river 

flowing across the state and 

sharing water with Delhi Wa-

ter supply Board. the data further revealed 

that the quantity of supply 

of water in Yamuna river be-

tween october 2020 to Feb-

ruary 2021 was reduced to 

14,46,281 cusec which includ-

ed 11,86,687 cusec water from 

Bhakhra Dam and 2,59,594 

cusec water from Yamuna river 

but the quantity of supply of 

water to Delhi Water supply 

Board has not been reduced 

by Haryana state government, 

Dalal said.  

‘Clean water flows from Haryana, gets polluted in Delhi’

New Delhi: the four labour codes will not come into ef-

fect from April 1 as states are yet to finalise the relevant rules, 

which means that there will be no change in take home pay of 

employees and provident fund liability of companies for now.

once the wages code comes into force, there will be significant 

changes in the way basic pay and provident fund of employees 

are calculated. the labour ministry had envisaged implement-

ing the four codes on industrial relations, wages, social security 

and occupational health safety & working conditions from 

April 1, 2021. the ministry had 

even finalised the rules under 

the four codes. “since the states 

have not finalised the rules under 

four codes, the implementation 

of these laws are deferred for the 

time being,” a source told pti.
According to the source, few 

states had circulated the draft 

rules. these states include uttar pradesh, Bihar, Madhya 

pradesh, Haryana and uttarakhand. since labour is a concur-

rent subject under the constitution of india, both the centre 

and the states would have to notify rules under the codes to 

bring those into force in their respective jurisdictions. under 

the new wages code, allowances are capped at 50 per cent. 

this means half of the gross pay of an employee would be 

basic wages. 

AGeNCieS

New Delhi: it services major Wipro on thursday said it 

will acquire Ampion, an Australia-based provider of cyber 

security, Devops and quality engineering services for $117 

million (about rs 857 crore).
the acquisition of Ampion is an important step for Wipro 

in this direction, and strengthens the commitment towards 

clients and stakeholders in Australia and New Zealand (ANZ), 

Wipro said in a regulatory filing. the acquisition is subject to 

customary closing conditions and regulatory approvals and is 

expected to close in the quarter ending June 30, 2021, it added. 

“the purchase consideration is $117 million (1 AuD=0.78 usD),” 

the filing said. Ampion was formed through the merger of it 

services providers ‘revolution it’ and ‘shelde’. revolution it 

was an it services company in Australia founded in 2004 and 

shelde was a digital it security company founded in 2010 in 

Australia. 

AGeNCieS

centre defers labour 
codes’ implementation

Wipro set to acquire 
Aussie firm for $117m

core sectors’ output 
shrinks 4.6 per cent

New Delhi: the output of eight core sectors declined 

by 4.6 per cent in February, the steepest contraction in the 

last six months which experts said could drag the overall 

industrial production in the month into the negative territory. 

All the key segments, including coal, crude oil, natural 

gas, and refinery products, witnessed a decline in produc-

tion, according to the official data released on Wednesday. 

the growth rate of the eight infrastructure sectors -- coal, 

crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertilisers, steel, ce-

ment and electricity -- stood at 6.4 per cent in February 2020. 

last time in August 2020, the sectors had recorded a 

negative growth of 6.9 per cent. in January this year, the 

segments have registered a positive growth of 0.9 per cent. 

According to the data, coal production declined by 4.4 

per cent, crude oil by 3.2 per cent, 

natural gas by 1 per cent, refinery 

products by a steep 10.9 per cent, 

fertilisers by 3.7 per cent, steel by 

1.8 per cent, cement by 5.5 per cent 

and electricity by 0.2 per cent in 

February. According to commerce and in-

dustry Ministry data, during April-

February 2020-21, the eight sectors’’ 

growth declined by 8.3 per cent as compared to (+) 1.3 per 

cent in same period of the previous fiscal. 

commenting on the figures, icrA ltd principal Econo-

mist Aditi Nayar said that given the sharp base effect, the 

core sector output is expected to expand by 9-11 per cent 

in March 2021, which should result in a modest growth of 

around 2 per cent in Q4 FY2021.  
AGeNCieS

As this edition marks the 21 st anniversary of The 

Financial World (FW), we take this opportunity to 

express gratitude to our readers for trusting and 

supporting us all along. throughout its more than 

two-decade-old journey, which started in 2001, the 

newspaper witnessed many ups and downs, accolades 

and brick bats. But FW never failed to report objec-

tively, without any bias or prejudice. 

receiving and delivering news involves a push and 

a pull, a cacophony of platforms, a surfeit of devices, 

an unceasing, unending, unrelenting and unremitting 

24x7 news cycle - and recycle. For past 240 months, 

our colleagues have been working hard to ensure 

that you get your news in real time wherever you are.

our teammates have been continuously giving 

bird’s-eye view on wars and famines, natural and 

manmade disasters, social and political upheavals, 

economic and environmental crises, disease outbreaks 

and pandemics. FW’s enthusiastic and extraordinary 

team has been reporting, recounting, narrating, relat-

ing and recording history as it unfolds for more than 

1,042 weeks. today once again our team of dedicated editors, 

reporters, contributing writers and photographers, 

along with talented designers, sales representatives 

and administrative support, pledge to keep creating 

the high quality newspaper you, our readers, have 

come to expect and deserve, each and every week. 

our FW team also vows to continue chronicling 

change and cataloguing events of the present to pro-

vide a context to the past and a contour of the future. 

We will keep risking our lives and well-being to keep 

our readers out of harm’s way. Both FW editions — 

chandigarh and Delhi — look forward to serve you 

for many more decades to come. thanks once again!

Thanks for supporting 
FW for two decades

Abdul WaseyEditor

21 st

New Delhi: the govern-

ment on thursday revoked 

a steep interest rate cut on 

small savings schemes such as 

ppF and Nsc, with Finance 

Minister Nirmala sitharaman 

saying it was an oversight -- 

a move being seen as an at-

tempt by the BJp to contain 

the fallout of such a decision 

hitting common people amid 

the ongoing elections in West 

Bengal and Assam.Elections are also slated 

in the coming days in Kerala, 

tamil Nadu and puducherry.
While the government rou-

tinely announces interest rates 

for small savings schemes at the 

end of every quarter, Wednes-

day’’s decision to cut interest 

rates by up to 1.1 per cent across 

various small savings schemes, 

including public provident 

Fund (ppF) and National sav-

ings certificates (Nsc), had 

come a day before the second 

phase of polling in West Bengal, 

including at political hotbed 

Nandigram from where West 

Bengal chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee is contesting.
it has been decided that the 

rate of interest on various small 

savings schemes for the first 

quarter of 2021-22 starting 

from April 1 and ending on 

June 30, 2021 shall remain 

unchanged from those notified 

for the fourth quarter January 

1, 2021 to March 31, 2021 of 

2020-21, the finance ministry 

said in an office memorandum 

on thursday. “this has the ap-

proval of competent authority,” 

it said the ministry’’s office 

memorandum to roll back 

cut in rates on small savings 

scheme came hours after 

the finance minister termed 

Wednesday’’s notification as 

“oversight”. AGeNCieS

order to cut rates on small savings schemes withdrawn

We will be doing this because the government has not 
been listening to us. 
It has been sleeping. 
This is to wake  up the government”

As mAny As 81,484 new infections were recorded in A spAn of 24 hours 
on october 2 while 

482 dAily deAths were registered on 
december 6.
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sebi eases norms for 
start-ups’ listing

New Delhi: to encourage 

listing of start-ups, markets 

watchdog sebi on thursday 

approved a slew of relaxations 

to norms, including reducing 

holding period for pre-issue 

capital.
Besides, the regulator ap-

proved revamping of delist-
ing rules and rationalising the 

existing framework related to 

reclassification of promoter 

and promoter group entities.
at the meeting of sebi board 

on thursday, it was also de-
cided to introduce new re-
quirements for sustainability 

reporting by listed entities. 

this new report will be called 

the Business responsibility 

and sustainability report 

(Brsr) and will replace the 

existing Business responsibil-
ity report (Brr).the Brsr will be applicable 

to the top 1,000 listed entities 

(by market capitalisation) for 

reporting on a voluntary basis 

for Fy 2021-22 and on a man-
datory basis from 2022-23. 

sebi on thursday also pro-
vided clarity on change in con-
trol criteria for market inter-
mediaries and requirement 

for seeking its prior approval.
With regard to unlisted 

body corporate intermedi-
ary, transfer of shareholding 

among immediate relatives 

would not be construed as 

change in control.“transfer of shareholding by 

way of transmission to imme-
diate relative or not, shall not 

result into change in control,” 

sebi said in a circular.
immediate relatives include 

any spouse of that person, or 

any parent, brother, sister or 

child of the person or of the 

spouse.
in a circular in 2011 ad-

dressed to stock exchanges/ 

depositories and intermedi-
aries, sebi had specified the 

procedure for seeking prior 

approval for change in control 

from it. now, the regulator has 

provided some clarifications.
the latest circular is ad-

dressed to all stock brokers 

through exchanges, deposi-
tory participants through de-

positories, merchant bankers, 

registrar to an issue and share 

transfer agent, debenture 

trustee, credit rating agen-
cies and bankers to an issue.

in case of an intermediary 

being a proprietary concern, 

the transfer or bequeathing 

of the business/capital by way 

of transmission to another 

person is a change in the legal 

formation or ownership and 

is hence a change in control, 

sebi said.“the legal heir or transferee 

in such cases is required to 

obtain prior approval and 

thereafter fresh registration 

needs to be obtained in the 

name legal heir/ transferee,” 

it noted.For transfer of ownership 

interest in case of partnership 

firm with more than two part-
ners, inter-se transfer amongst 

the partners would not be con-
strued to be change in control.

Where the partnership 

firm consists of two partners 

only, the same would stand 

as dissolved upon the death 

of one of the partners, it  

added. 
AGENCIES

New Delhi: the cBi has 
booked the dHFl and its 

directors for allegedly creat-
ing over 2.60 lakh fictitious 
home-loan accounts, some of 

which were used to claim inter-
est subsidies in the pradhan 

Mantri awas yojana (pMay), 

officials said on Wednesday.
the irregularities were 

pointed out in the report of 
auditor Grant thornton, ap-
pointed by the present board of 

the scam-hit dHFl, they said.
promoters Kapil and dheer-

aj Wadhawan, both booked 
along with the company, alleg-

edly opened a fictitious branch 
of the dHFl in Bandra and 
fake accounts worth rs 14,046 

crore of home-loan borrow-
ers, who had already repaid 
their loans, were entered in 
the database, they said.

a total of 2.60 lakh “fake 
and fictitious” home-loan ac-
counts were created in the 
non-existent branch from 

2007-19 for total loan worth 
rs 14,046 crore, out of which 

rs 11,755.79 crore were depos-
ited or routed to several ficti-

tious firms known as Bandra 
Book firms, according to the 
Fir. several of these bogus 
loan accounts were allegedly 

opened in the pMay to claim 
interest subsidies from the 
national Housing Bank in 
connivance with its officials, 

they said.the dHFl had granted 
88,651 cases under the pMay 
till december 2018 and it re-

ceived interest subsidy of rs 
539.40 crore, while it has to 
receive rs 1,347.80 crore from 
the government, it said. 

dHFl on Friday said its 
administrator has filed addi-
tional affidavits in the nclt 

Mumbai in connection with 
fraud amounting to over 
`1,424 crore. AGENCIES

New Delhi: the parliament 

on Monday passed a Bill to in-

crease Foreign direct invest-

ment (Fdi) limit in the insur-

ance sector from 49 per cent to 

74 per cent with the lok sabha 

approving the proposed law by 

a voice vote.piloting the Bill, Finance 

Minister nirmala sitharaman 

said hiking the Fdi limit in the 

insurance sector will help insur-

ers raise additional funds and 

tide over the financial problems.
today, many of the insurance 

companies are hard pressed to 

maintain solvency ratio of 150 

per cent as per the norms, she 

said while explaining the need 

for the amendment. the insur-

ance (amendment) Bill, 2021 

was passed by rajya sabha last 

week.the Bill amends the insur-

ance act, 1938. the minister said 

the government will provide 

funds to public sector insurance 

companies but the private play-

ers will have to raise capital on 

their own and the Bill provides 

them headroom to raise capital.
three out of the seven public 

sector insurers are below sol-

vency margin but since they are 

in public sector, the government 

will infuse capital and their sol-

vency margin will be taken care 

of, she said. observing that in-

surers are facing solvency related 

issues, she said, “if growth capital 

is hard to come by, there will be 

a stress situation. in order that 

the stress situation is not left 

unattended, we need to raise 

the Fdi limit.” the coVid-19 

pandemic, sitharaman said, has 

further added to the woes of the 

insurance companies.
“there is definitely a financial 

stress for raising money, espe-

cially for private sector insur-

ance companies, which needs 

to maintain that solvency ratio,” 

she said. solvency margin is the 

ratio of assets to liabilities.
some of the life insurance 

companies are under stress and 

they need the money to come 

out of that, she added. the 

minister further said the Fdi 

limit was being raised on the 

recommendation of insurance 

regulator irdai which has done 

extensive consultations with the 

stakeholders.Fdi in the insurance sector, 

the minister said, has increased 

significantly after the govern-

ment decided to raise the cap 

from 26 per cent to 49 per cent 

in 2015. 
AGENCIES

dhfl booked over 2.60 lakh 
fictitious home-loan accounts

insurance Fdi cap hiked to 74%

GOVT IN DELHI MEANS LG

paRliament appRoves gnctd bill that gives pRimacy to the state’s lg oveR elected govt

New Delhi: a bill that seeks 

to make it clear that the “gov-

ernment” in delhi means the 

“lieutenant Governor” was 

passed by both Houses of 

the parliament -- lok sabha 

and rajya sabha -- amidst 

strong opposition from the 

congress and the aam aadmi 

party which said that the leg-

islation is “unconstitutional”.
delhi chief minister arvind 

Kejriwal termed the develop-

ment as a “sad day for indian 

democracy” and said his aam 

aadmi party (aap) will fight 

to restore power to the citi-

zens of the national capital 

territory.even as 12 parties united 

to oppose the Government of 

national capital territory of 

delhi (amendment) Bill, 2021, 

the rajya sabha passed it by 

voice vote.the passage of the Bill will 

mean that the delhi govern-

ment will now have to seek 

the opinion of the lG before 

taking any executive action. 

the centre has maintained 

that the Bill is in line with the 

supreme court’s July 2018 

ruling on the ambit of pow-

ers of the lG and the delhi 

government after a series of 

run-ins between the two.
aap said it is planning to 

approach the supreme court 

against the legislation, alleging 

it was an “unconstitutional” 

attempt to make the delhi 

government “administratively 

impotent” by a political party 

that has been made “electorally 

impotent” by the people of the 

national capital.union Minister of state for 

Home G Kishan reddy ear-

lier wsaid the Government of 

national capital territory of 

delhi (amendment) Bill, 2021, 

has become necessary as there 

has been ambiguity in certain 

issues related to the function-

ing of the delhi government 

and several cases were also 

filed in courts.according to the bill, the 

“government” in delhi means 

the “lieutenant Governor” and 

it also makes it mandatory for 

the delhi government to take 

the opinion of the l-G before 

any executive action.
“please do not say that it 

is a political bill. it is being 

brought to end ambiguity in 

certain issues as delhi is a 

union territory. it will end 

certain confusion or technical-

ity and enhance the efficiency 

of the administration,” he said.
reddy also stressed that by 

bringing the bill “there has 

been no murder of democracy”.
the minister said when the 

Gnctd act was enacted in 

1991 by the then congress gov-

ernment, delhi was made a 

union territory (ut) with an 

assembly with “limited legisla-

tive powers”.“We did not do that. it was a 

congress government which 

piloted the act then,” he said.
reddy said the lieutenant 

Governor (l-G) is an admin-

istrator so he has the right to 

know the day-to-day affairs. 

“We have not snatched any 

power from the delhi gov-

ernment nor we have given 

any additional power to the 

l-G,” he said.He strongly objected to 

some opposition members’ 

reference that the “Modi gov-

ernment is dictatorial” and 

said the nda government has 

not done anything wrong or 

new but just ended ambigu-

ity and brought clarity on the 

delhi government.“if we are wrong, we will lis-

ten to the abuses. But without 

being wrong, we won’t tolerate 

abuses. it is aimed at bringing 

more transparency,” reddy 

said.
He said that there has been 

cordial relations between the 

central and delhi governments 

since 1996, and all differences 

were resolved through discus-

sions.
However, since 2015, some 

issues have come up and cases 

were filed before the delhi 

High court, which also gave 

certain rulings, reddy said.
He said the court had also 

ruled that the l-G should be 

informed on executive issues 

of the city government.
delhi’s ruling aam aadmi 

party has opposed the bill. 

chief Minister arvind Kejri-

wal had even urged the central 

government to take back the 

bill and said the aap dispen-

sation was ready to fall at the 

Modi government’s feet for its 

withdrawal.initiating the debate, con-

gress Mp Manish tewari said 

the bill is “unconstitutional” and 

it takes away certain rights of 

the city government which were 

given under a constitutional 

amendment, a charge rejected 

by the BJp. 
AGENCIES

Dominick RoDRigues/
ARunkumAR RAo Bengaluru

union Minister for environ-

ment, Forest and climate 

change, prakash Javadekar 

said the last seven years has 

witnessed tree cover in india 

increasing by 15,000 sq kms 

due to various initiatives that 

included nGos also. “politi-

cians have their limitations, but 

initiatives like cauvery calling 

campaign don’t have boundar-

ies in doing good work of creat-

ing green cover,” he said during 

the “Forest to Farm – the Way 

Forward” event held on the oc-

casion of “international Forests 

day” here yesterday.  
“ensuring a better life, physi-

cal progress for people is a poli-

tician’s job, but we should all 

ensure preservation of every 

rain drop of water that create 

rivers which have nurtured this 

civilization for thousands of 

years,” Javadekar said while la-

menting the growing incidents 

of man-animal conflict in which 

500 people are killed every year. 

“the central government has 

launched a project to augment 

fodder and water in forests to 

reduce such incidents with the 

help of cutting edge technology 

that identify forest areas for 

augmentation.” Karnataka chief Minister 

B.s. yediyurappa, while lauding 

efforts of farmers in the cauv-

ery calling intitiative, said that 

Karnataka’s emphasis on in-

creasing its forest area in 2019 

was the highest in the country 

as the Government distributed 

economically-important sap-

lings to the region’s farmers 

-- keeping in mind their financial 

development – alongside eco-

logical development through 

the forest department. 
assuring the Karnataka 

Government’s total support to 

isha outreach’s “cauvery call-

ing” project, the chief Minister 

congratulated farmers, environ-

mentalists and others for their 

contribution in increasing Kar-

nataka’s green cover by more 

than 1000 sq km -- the highest 

increase in the country. He also 

highlighted “Krushi aranya 

protsaha yojane (Kapy)” which 

incentivizes tree-based farming 

for farmer prosperity and for re-

vitalizing soil and water bodies.  
Farmers from the cauvery 

river basin districts of Karna-

taka who have adopted tree-

based farming -- the farming 

model promoted by cauvery 

calling – were felicitated at this 

event by the two Ministers and 

sadhguru.  Meanwhile, urging for all 

wood needs to be met by grow-

ing wood for economic gain on 

private farmlands, sadhguru 

said the way forward was in 

wood-based industries con-

tracting with farmers for their 

requirement so that the 70,000 

crore import of timber may be 

stopped and the revenue given 

to our farmers.  “soil is the largest reservoir of 

water and 87% of all life on the 

planet thrives on 39 inches of 

topsoil,” sadhguru said while 

observing that in the last 74 

years of independent india, 

the issue of increasing forest 

cover has not been addressed 

with the kind of significance 

and importance as in the past 

few years.  advising the formation of 

a tree ministry on the lines of 

agriculture at the national level 

and the post of tree evaluators 

being created at the state level, 

sadhguru also highlighted the 

foundation’s eco-restoration 

project -- for planting 2.4 billion 

saplings in the cauvery river 

belt – where 3.5 crore saplings 

had been planted over the years 

. He appealed to the Karnataka 

chief Minister to set up govern-

ment posts of tree evaluators for 

creating a system to authen-

ticate trees and their benefits 

to the soil. cauvery calling -- a ground-

breaking eco-restoration project 

launched by sadhguru-- is a 

12-year mission to revitalize 

the river cauvery, recharge 

groundwater tables, restore 

soil health and make farming 

an economically-prosperous 

proposition for farmers. it will 

encourage farmers to plant 242 

crore high-value timber trees 

on their own farmlands for 

economic gain. the campaign 

has proven the economic and 

ecological benefits of this model 

over nearly two decades, which 

has seen farmer income rising 

between 3 and 8 times. 
the cauvery calling -- by us-

ing an agroforestry model -- is 

expected to be a game-changer 

in water crisis and farmer dis-

tress -- while impacting 84 mil-

lion people in india – to restore 

and revitalize a massive belt 

of 83,000 square kilometres 

along the cauvery river basin 

that spans the states of Kar-

nataka and tamil nadu, the 

project aims to; enable 5.2 

million farmers to plant 2.42 

billion trees along the cauv-

ery river, bringing one-third of 

the cauvery basin under tree  

cover.

Green cover increasing through govt, nGo initiatives 

the last seven yeaRs has witnessed tRee coveR in india incReasing by 15,000 sq kms due to vaRious initiatives by the 
govt and ngos, says 
union ministeR foR enviRonment, 

foRest and climate 
change, pRakash 

JavadekaR

MuMbai: the year-long pan-
demic left households more 
indebted, which has sharply 

jumped to 37.1 per cent of Gdp 

in Q2 of Fy21, while their sav-
ings rate plunged to a low 10.4 
per cent, according to latest 

data from the reserve Bank.
the household savings 

plunged as the pandemic has 
led to tens of millions losing 

jobs and almost all forced to 
take deep pay-cuts, forcing 
them to borrow more or dip 
into their savings to meet ex-
penses.

this has the share of house-
holds in the overall credit mar-

ket jumping to 51.5 per cent in 

Q2, up by 130 bps year-on-year.
in a counter-seasonal man-

ner, the pandemic-induced 
spike in the household fi-

nancial savings rate in Q1 of 

Fy21, when it had touched an 
unprecedented 21 per cent of 

Gdp, has plunged to 10.4 per 

cent in Q2, the March issue of 
the rBi bulletin released over 
the weekend showed.However, this was still high-

er than 9.8 per cent registered 

in Q2 of Fy20, the report said.
the rBi house econo-

mists said normally when the 
economy stalls or contract, 

household savings go up and 

when the economy recovers it 
falls as people become more 

confident of spending. in our 

case, the savings jumped to an 
unprecedented 21 per cent in 

Q1, when Gdp contracted by a 
record 23.9 per cent, and when 

contraction moderated to 7.5 
per cent in Q2, household sav-

ings plunged to 10.4 per cent.
“the inverse relation between 

the household savings rate and 

Gdp growth may sound coun-
ter-intuitive, but studies have 

shown that households tend to 
save more during the economic 

slowdown and greater income 
uncertainty,” the report argued.

a similar trend was also 
observed during the global fi-

nancial crisis in 2008-09 when 
household savings jumped by 

170 bps as per cent to Gdp in 

Fy09 and moderated subse-
quently as the economy picked 
up.

But, the report warned that 
the household savings rate 

would have further gone down 
in Q3, citing preliminary num-
bers as a result of near normal 

consumption and economic 
activity. 
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Household debt up to 37.1% of Gdp

New Delhi: the supreme court on Friday ruled completely 

in favour of multi-billion salt-to-software conglomerate tata 

sons private ltd. by setting aside a national company law 

appellate tribunal (nclat) decision to reinstate minority 

shareholder shapoorji pallonji group’s scion, cyrus Mistry, 

as its executive chairman.
Mistry was initially only removed from the post of executive 

chairman of tata sons. However, his subsequent actions, in-

cluding the leaking of a confidential mail to the media to create 

a “sensation” and passing on 

information to the income tax 

authorities while claiming to be 

a “law abiding citizen”, was an 

open declaration of “all-out war” 

against the tatas. these led to 

his removal as a director, the 

court said.“cyrus pallonji Mistry himself invited trouble,” a three-judge 

Bench, led by chief Justice of india sharad a. Bobde, declared 

in a 282-page judgment. chief Justice Bobde said the ouster 

of Mistry not only as executive chairman but also director 

was justified. the court dismissed allegations by Mistry of 

oppression of minority shareholders, such as the shapoorji 

pallonji (sp) group, by the tatas, who hold majority stake. 

the sp group holds 18.37% shares. “it is an irony that the 

very same person who represents shareholders owning just 

18.37% of the total paid-up share capital and yet identified 

as the successor to the empire, has chosen to accuse the very 

same Board, of conduct, oppressive and unfairly prejudicial 

to the interests of the minorities,” the apex court snubbed 

Mistry’s side.  
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savings plunge 10.4% in the second quaRteR, says Rbi RepoRt

sc upholds tata sons’ 
decision to sack mistry
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Mumbai:  Offering the most 
diverse and exclusive range of 
hot meals in domestic  skies, 
AirAsia India today unveiled 
its new in-flight dining brand 
and menu, ‘Gourmair’, with a 
choice of 21 regional and inter-
national favourites. Guests can 
pre-book their Gourmair meals 
on airasia.co.in, the AirAsia 
India mobile apps or with pre-
ferred travel partners, up to 12 
hours before their flight. The 
new menu offers a wide range 
of hot meals in distinct sections 
including MasterChef Specials, 
World’s Finest, Regional Fa-
vourites, All-Day Breakfast, 
Healthy and Diabetic options, 
Seasonal Fruits; Lite Bites 
(Sandwiches and Rolls) and 
Delectable Desserts.

Encouraging guests to 
travel with their tastebuds, 
‘Gourmair’ blends Indian re-
gional favourites and popular 
international dishes with in-
novative fusion food, served 
oven hot, 36,000 feet in the 
sky. Each meal is prepared 
with the highest standards of 
hygiene and quality, an ethos 
of environmental and social 
responsibility, and a desire to 
set new standards in dining, 

in collaboration with the chefs 
of TajSATS, a joint venture 
between the Indian Hotels 
Company Limited (IHCL) 
& SATS Limited, catering to 
AirAsia India across its four 
hubs - Bengaluru, Delhi, Kol-
kata and Mumbai.

AirAsia India’s new Gour-
mair menu features signature 
exclusives like a marinated 
herb grilled fish fillet with 
French velouté sauce, served 
with creamy mashed potato 
and sautéed vegetables; or 
the All-Day Breakfast ched-
dar and chives omelette with 

potato rosti, braised baked 
beans and hara bhara kebab. 
The MasterChef Specials sec-
tion is curated exclusively for 
AirAsia India by MasterChef 
Kirti Bhoutika. It features 
an innovative Vegan Moilee 
MasterCurry, a unique take 
on the famous Kerala-style 
moilee curry prepared with 
tofu, cherry tomatoes, and zuc-
chini, served with raw mango 
and coconut rice. The Mas-
terChef Specials also include 
an innovative fusion dessert - 
Shôndesh Tiramisu, with hints 
of espresso and dark choco-

late, layered with mascarpone 
cheese. The menu also intro-
duces a Mysore Pak Cheese-
cake, amalgamating modern 
desserts with classic Indian 
sweet recipes; and features 
a wide range of vegetarian, 
pescetarian, poultry, eggetar-
ian, vegan, Jain, healthy and 
diabetic options.

Speaking about the launch,  
Siddhartha Butalia, Chief Mar-
keting Officer, AirAsia India 
said, “Our new dining brand 
and in-flight menu ‘Gourmair’ 
has been curated as a tour de 
force for the tastebuds. Cater-
ing to diverse culinary prefer-
ences and palates, Gourmair 
encourages diners to begin 
their travel experience in the 
sky and discover the diversity 
of cuisines from different cul-
tures as they fly.  Having con-
vection ovens in all our flights 
enables us to offer hot, healthy 
and fresh food, making for a 
wholesome and memorable 
travel experience. Being guest-
obsessed drives us to deliver 
differentiated experiences, in-
spire new possibilities in every 
aspect of aviation, and delight 
guests at every touchpoint in 
their journey’’.� AGENCIES

Mumbai: Deepika Padu-
kone, who has co-produced 
the cricket drama “83” and 
will be seen in the film es-
saying the role of Romi Dev, 
wife of the 1983 World Cup-

winning team’s skipper Kapil 
Dev, has shared on social 
media what the film means 
to her.

More than anything, Deep-
ika said in an Instagram story, 

“83” is an emotion, an emo-
tion that words will fall short 
to describe.

The actress said: “It’s in-
credible and this is how I 
define ‘83’. For me, ‘83’ is 
not a film, it’s an emotion. 
It’s an experience. I don’t 
think you can define what 
you feel when you come out 
of the cinema halls watching 
this film.”

She added: “They (the au-
dience) are laughing with 
joy, they are crying, they 
are speechless. I don’t think 
anyone’s really being able to 
articulate what they feel or 
what this movie makes you 
feel when you come out of 
the theatres.”

In addition to “83”, Deep-
ika has several projects in 
the pipeline, including 
“Mahabharata”, where she’ll 
be seen playing Draupadi; 
Telugu star Nag Ashwin’s 
next “Project K”; the Hindi 
remake of the Anne Hatha-
way, Robert De Niro-starrer 
“The Intern”; “Pathan” with 
Shah Rukh Khan; “Fighter” 
with Hrithik Roshan; and 
Shakun Batra’s “Gehrai-
yaan”.� AGENCIES

Arjun Kapoor’s 
hilarious 
birthday wish 
for Anil Kapoor 
goes viral

Mumbai: Actor Arjun 
Kapoor has shared a rib-
tickling birthday message 
for his uncle and actor Anil 
Kapoor’s birthday and has 
called him ‘a storehouse of 
youth’ and an ‘everlasting 
beauty’.

The ‘Sandeep Aur Pinky 
Daraar’ actor took to his 
Instagram and shared a 
string of pictures hilari-
ously comparing his and 
Anil’s age progression with 
the senior actor staying 
youthful throughout.

He captioned the pic-
tures: “Youth ka Kha-
zana Joshila Jawaani ka 
Namuna Sirf Evergreen 
hi nahin, Aisi Everlasting 
beauty kabhi dekhi hi na-
hin, He ages like fine wine 
And makes all other actors 
whine Din-b-din young 
hote rehte hain toh inka 
kya kasoor, It’s the curi-
ous case of Anil Kapoor! 
P.S.: Happy birthday to my 
Jhakkas chachu. What a 
playa!”

Arjun’s other uncle, 
Sanjay Kapoor reacted 
with laugh emojis in the 
comment section. Casting 
director of the YRF camp, 
Shanoo Sharma also com-
mented “Best”.

Arjun and Anil are 
known for their brilliant ca-
maraderie as they don’t re-
frain from taking a friendly 
jibe at each other, the rea-
son their chemistry came 
out so well in ‘Mubarakan’, 
which marked their first 
on-screen collaboration.
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Veteran India 
off-spinner Harbhajan Singh, 
who on Friday bid adieu to 
cricket after a glorious career 
spanning 23 years, was a pure 
passionate match-winner and 
played the game on his own 
terms whenever he stepped 
into a playground.

Born in Jalandhar, Punjab, 
the 41-year old represented 
India in 103 Tests, 236 ODIs, 
and 28 T20Is, picking up 417, 
269, and 25 wickets respec-
tively. His overall tally of 711 
international wickets is the 
second-highest for India, be-
hind Anil Kumble’s 953. He 
was also a handy contributor 
with the bat, scoring 3,569 
runs with two centuries and 
nine fifties.

Bowling with a windmill-
ing, whiplash action, remod-
eled after he was reported for 
throwing, Harbhajan deals by 
varying his length and pace, 
and can turn it the other way 
too. His deadliest ball, how-
ever, is the one that climbs 
wickedly from a length, forcing 
a hurried jab.

Three years after making 
his debut, it seemed like the 
off-spinner’s career was going 
downhill. However, Sourav 
Ganguly, then India captain, 
was firm in his backing for 
getting ‘Sardar’ in the squad for 
the historical 2001 home series 
against Australia. Harbhajan 
didn’t let his skipper down and 
took the series by storm with 

32 wickets from three Tests 
including a hat-trick, the first 
by an Indian.

From there, he never looked 
back and played regularly and 
won matches for India until 
the emergence of R Ashwin.

In an international career 
that lasted from 1998 to 2016, 
the veteran cricketer had some 
memorable moments and was 
a part of the 2007 T20 World 
Cup and 2011 World Cup-win-
ning squad.

A look into the best mo-
ments/achievements of Harb-
hajan Singh’s cricketing career.

Hattrick:
Harbhajan’s 32-wicket ef-

fort in the historic 2001 Test 
series against Australia, is one 
of the finest performances ever 
by an Indian spinner.

In the second Test of that 
series, the off-spinner etched 
his name in the history books 
by becoming the first Indian to 
claim a Test hat-trick. Harb-
hajan dismissed Ricky Ponting 
(6), Adam Gilchrist (0), and 
Shane Warne (0) in the 72nd 
over of Australia’s first innings 
at Eden Gardens in Kolkata to 
achieve the feat.� AGENCIES

Khartoum:  A UN official 
has voiced grave concerns over 
alleged acts of sexual violence 
by the Sudanese security forc-
es during demonstrations in 
Khartoum earlier this week 
and called for accountability 
for those responsible.

Pramila Patten, the UN sec-
retary-general’s special repre-
sentative on sexual violence in 
conflict, was deeply concerned 
about “credible reports of seri-
ous human rights violations, 
including the use of rape and 
gang rape of women and girls 
to disperse protesters”, Xin-
hua news agency quoted her 
office as saying.

“I demand the immediate 
and complete cessation of all 
human rights violations and 
abuses including sexual vio-

lence. I call on the authorities 
to take effective measures to 
ensure ease of access to medi-
cal, legal and psychosocial 
support to the survivors, and 
put in place accountability 
mechanisms to prevent reoc-
currence of such violence,” she 
was quoted as saying.

“The perpetrators of these 
human rights violations must 
be identified and prosecuted. I 
join the call of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for 
Human Rights for a prompt, 
independent and thorough 
investigation into the alle-
gations of rape and sexual 
harassment.” Patten called 
on the international commu-
nity, including members of 
the Security Council, to use 
their good offices with leaders 

of Sudan to demand an end 
to all forms of violence and 
intimidation against civilians, 
including sexual violence.

With further protests 
planned, it is crucial that 
security forces act in full re-

spect for international law 
and standards regulating the 
use of force, her office added.

On Sunday, thousands of 
Sudanese protesters managed 
to break a security cordon 
and reach the presidential 

palace in capital Khartoum, 
demanding a civilian rule on 
the third anniversary of the 
December revolution, which 
toppled the regime of former 
President Omar al-Bashir.

The huge crowd managed 
to cross three bridges link-
ing cities of Khartoum, Bahri 
and Omdurman despite the 
intensive security presence. 
The security forces fired tear 
gas, forcing the majority of 
the demonstrators to retreat.

The country has been suf-
fering a political crisis after 
General Commander of the 
Sudanese Armed Forces 
Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan de-
clared a state of emergency 
on October 25 and dissolved 
the sovereign council and  
government.� AGENCIES

New Delhi: The Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) expressed gratitude to 
prolific off-spinner Harbhajan 
Singh who ended his 23-year 
glittering cricket career on 
Friday.

The BCCI president Sourav 
Ganguly congratulated Harb-
hajan on his remarkable career.

“I congratulate Harbhajan 
Singh on a remarkable career. 
He has faced several challenges 
in his life, but Bhajji is not the 
one to give up. He has overcome 
many hurdles and put many 
setbacks behind him to rise ev-
ery time. What inspired me the 
most about him was his hunger 
to perform. His strength was his 
guts and courage,” Ganguly said 
in a release.

“He was always very passion-
ate, and his immense self-belief 
meant he never shied away from 
a fight. He also kept the dressing 
room atmosphere light and that 
is something really important,” 
Ganguly added.

“His first full Test series 
against Australia in 2001 is the 
greatest that I have seen where 
one bowler single-handedly won 
the series. He was a captain’s 

delight. As a bowler, he hated 
putting fielders in the deep. 
Bhajji has been an absolute 
match-winner. He should be 
proud of what he has achieved. 
I want to tell him that the new 
innings in his life will be as excit-
ing,” the BCCI president said.

“Harbhajan Singh has had a 
phenomenal career with Team 
India. He has been a part of 
many memorable victories both 

at home and away. He played 
his cricket with grit and pas-
sion and wore his heart on his 
sleeve. His fighting spirit and his 
zeal to perform for India when 
the team was under pressure is 
something that always stood 
out. His presence on the field 
lifted everyone’s morale,” said 
Jay Shah, BCCI secretary, in a 
statement.

“While he played a major role 
with the ball, picking up wickets 
aplenty, it must be remembered 
that he has also played some 
crucial knocks with the bat, 
helping us get over the line. I 
wish him the best for all his 
future endeavours and wish 
to see him being closely associ-
ated with the game,” Shah said.
� AGENCIES

Washington: The US will 
lift travel restrictions on eight 
southern African countries that 
it imposed to try to blunt the 
spread of the Covid omicron 
variant, the White House an-
nounced on Friday.

The variant, which was first 
detected by scientists in South 
Africa, has since spread around 
the world. The World Health 
Organisation and leaders in 
southern Africa criticised the 
travel ban as ineffective and 
unfairly damaging to local 
economies.

The November 29 ban 
barred nearly all non-US citi-
zens who had recently been in 
South Africa, Botswana, Eswa-
tini, Namibia, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 
The restrictions will be lifted 
on New Year’s Eve.

White House spokesman 
Kevin Munoz said on Twitter 
that the decision was recom-
mended by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Munoz said the temporary 
travel bans bought scientists 
necessary time to study the new 
virus variant and conclude that 
the current vaccinations are 
effective in blunting its impact.

Omicron is now spreading 
rapidly throughout the US, 
including among the vacci-
nated, but a huge majority of 
those being hospitalised are 
unvaccinated.

“The restrictions gave us 
time to understand Omicron 
and we know our existing vac-
cines work against Omicron, 
esp boosted,” Munoz tweeted.

Much about the omicron 
coronavirus variant remains 

unknown; scientists say omi-
cron spreads even easier than 
other coronavirus strains, in-
cluding delta.

The government reports that 
73% of new infections nation-
wide are from the omicron vari-
ant. But while breakthrough 
infections among vaccinated 
people have become common, 
they have rarely led to severe 
illness or hospitalisation.

The rapid advance of omi-
cron, along with more people 
gathering indoors during 
winter, has led to a major in-
fection spike. The seven-day 
rolling average for US Covid-19 
cases climbed past 1,60,000 
this week, according to data 
collected by Johns Hopkins 
University. That’s more than 
double the average in late No-
vember.

The rapid spread of the new 
variant hasn’t overwhelmed 
most domestic hospital systems 
yet, but it has roiled businesses, 
sports leagues and Christmas 
travel plans across the country.

Multiple NBA and NFL 
games have been rescheduled 
due to Covid outbreaks, and 
the Hawaii Bowl, scheduled 
for Friday, was cancelled out-
right after Hawaii was forced 
to withdraw. Three major 
airlines have cancelled doz-
ens of domestic and interna-
tional flights, citing staffing  
shortages.� AGENCIES

Washington: US President 
Joe Biden on Thursday signed 
into law legislation that bans im-
ports from China’s Xinjiang re-
gion over concerns about forced 
labor, the White House said, 
provoking an angry  Chinese 
condemnation.

The Uyghur Forced Labor 
Prevention Act is part of the 

US pushback against Beijing’s 
treatment of the China’s Uyghur 
Muslim minority, which Wash-
ington has labeled genocide.

The bill passed Congress this 
month after lawmakers reached 
a compromise between House 
and Senate versions.

Key to the legislation is a “re-
buttable presumption” that as-
sumes all goods from Xinjiang, 
where Beijing has established 
detention camps for Uyghurs 
and other Muslim groups, are 
made with forced labor. It bars 
imports unless it can be proven 
otherwise.

Some goods - such as cotton, 

tomatoes, and polysilicon used 
in solar-panel manufacturing - 
are designated “high priority” 
for enforcement action.

China denies abuses in Xin-
jiang, a major cotton producer 
that also supplies much of the 
world’s materials for solar panels.

Its Washington embassy said 
the act “ignores the truth and 
maliciously slanders the human 
rights situation in Xinjiang.” 
“This is a severe violation of 
international law and norms 
of international relations, and 
a gross interference in China’s 
internal affairs. China strongly 
condemns and firmly rejects 
it,” embassy spokesperson Liu 
Pengyu said in an emailed state-
ment.

He said China “would re-
spond further in light of the 
development of the situation,” 
but did not elaborate.

Nury Turkel, Uyghur-Amer-
ican vice chair of the US Com-
mission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, told Reuters this 
month the bill’s effectiveness 
would depend on the willing-
ness of Biden’s administration 
to ensure it is effective, especially 
when companies seek waivers.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said Biden’s approval 
of the law ?underscored? the 
“United States’ commitment 
to combatting forced labor, 
including in the context of the 
ongoing genocide in Xinjiang.”
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