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Following the targeted killings of two employees from the minority 
community, over a hundred Hindu families have fled Kashmir, first 
time this has happened after the early 1990s exodus of Kashmiri 
Pandits. In the last three days, militants first killed a government 

school teacher Rajni Bala, 36, out-
side a government school in Kul-
gam. And later a bank employee 
from Rajasthan was shot dead in 
the same district. Last month, seven 
civilians were killed in the Valley, a 
majority of them Muslims.

But it is the killings of members 
of a minority community that has 

created a deep worry for the security forces. There is now wide-
spread scare among the minority communities in Kashmir. More 
than hundred Hindu families have fled the Valley in the wake of 
targeted killings by militants. Avtar Krishan Bhat, President of a 
Hindu Kashmiri Pandit colony in Baramulla told media that around 
half of the 300 families living in the area had fled since the killings.

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on Friday 
pledged to put the killers of 
singer-actor-turned-politician 
Shubhadeep Singh alias Sidhu 
Moosewala behind the bars at 
the earliest.

“Police has got vital clues 
regarding the murder of Sid-
hu Moosewala and the day is 
not far when we will nab the 
perpetrators of this heinous 
crime, “ he assured the ag-
grieved family during his visit 
to their native home.

The Chief Minister said 
Moosewala was a multi-tal-
ented artist who was blessed 
with mesmerising voice and 
creativity. He said his untimely 
and tragic death has given a 
major blow to the music indus-
try in general and millions of 
his fans in particular.

Mann assured the bereaved 
family that the state govern-
ment was with them in this 
hour of crisis and no stone was 
being left unturned to arrest 
the killers of Moosewala at 

the earliest.
Asserting that he accords 

top priority to Punjabiyat and 
‘insaniyat’ (humanity) and 
whosoever wants do ‘siyasat’ 
(politics) should be shamed, 
the Chief Minister bemoaned 
that some people are shame-
lessly doing politics over the 
tragic killing of young singer, 
which is unwarranted and 
undesirable.

He said that these are those 
people who have been vehe-
mently criticising the iconic 
singer on varied issues but 
are now shamelessly shed-
ding crocodile tears for cheap 
publicity.

Mann said the people of 
Punjab are already aware of 
the dubious track record of 
these hypocrite leaders and 
they will not get misled by 
them.

The Chief Minister said he 
had asked the Director Gen-
eral of Police to expedite the 
investigation in this case so 
that the accused can be nailed.

Chandigarh:  Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Friday reached the 
house of slain singer-turned-
actor-politician Sidhu Moose-
wala, the only child of the 
family, days after the rapper 
was shot dead by gangsters 
in broad daylight.

Mann reached Moosa 
village in Mansa district to 
express his condolences to 
the bereaved family. Heavy 
police security has been de-
ployed outside the residence 
of Moosewala.

A few villagers held a pro-
test against Punjab Police 
over heavy security deploy-
ment ahead of the Chief Min-
ister’s visit.

However, the police clari-
fied that no one was stopped 
from entering the village.

A day earlier Finance Min-
ister Harpal Cheema met 

Moosewala’s father. He was 
the first AAP leader to meet 
the slain family.

To further expedite the in-
vestigations, Director General 

of Police V.K. Bhawra has 
strengthened and reconsti-
tuted the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) under the 
supervision of Additional 
DGP Anti-Gangster Task 
Force (AGTF) Pramod Ban.

Now, the six-member SIT 
will have a new Chairman, 
Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) Jaskaran Singh and two 
new members -- AIG AGTF 
Gurmeet Singh Chauhan and 
SSP Mansa Gaurav Toora.

While SP Investigation Man-
sa Dharamveer Singh, DSP 
Investigation Bathinda Visha-
wajeet Singh and in-charge 
Crime Investigation Agency 
(CIA) Mansa Prithipal Singh 
are the existing three members.

New Delhi:   In the latest 
development in connection 
with the gunning down of 
singer cum Congress leader 
Sidhu Singh Moosewala, 
the Special Cell of the Delhi 
Police has brought gangster 
Lawrence Bishnoi on five 
days remand to grill him in 
the case.

The Special Cell has al-
ready questioned Kala Jathe-
di, Shahrukh and Kala Rana 
for their alleged role in the 
killing. There are possibili-
ties that the Punjab Police 
might seek their production 
warrant. The Special Cell will 
share all the information with 

the Punjab Police who are in 
touch with them. Earlier in 
the day Bishnoi had alleged 
that the Punjab police can 
do mishappening with him 
under political pressure. His 
plea has been accepted by the 
Delhi High Court which will 
hear arguments in the matter.

Moosewala’s autopsy re-
vealed that he had 24 bullet 
injuries whereas 30 rounds 
were fired. In less than 24 
hours after his security was 
curtailed by the government, 
Moosewala, 29, was shot 
dead by gangsters close to 
his ancestral village in Mansa 
in broad daylight on Sunday. 

Breaking the high-security se-
curity protocol, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, on seeing a girl 
carrying a pencil portrait of his 
mother en route of his roadshow, 
on Tuesday asked to stop his 
cavalcade to meet her.

Thanking the girl for present-
ing him the handmade portrait, 
Modi, who was in the Himachal 
Pradesh capital to participate 
in the Garib Kalyan Sammelan, 
expressed gratitude to her for 
the gesture.

On being asked, the girl, who 
touched his feet, replied that 
she belonged to Shimla.

“I also made your portrait, “ 
she replied. At this, Modi 
blessed her.

The girl was among the 
crowd awaiting the departure 
of Modi. As the cavalcade was 
making its way, Modi, on see-
ing the portrait by a bystander, 
intervened and opened the door 
of his vehicle to accept the gift.

The Prime Minister on his 
visit to Shimla received a rous-
ing welcome from the people 
as they showered flower petals 
and chanted slogans of ‘Modi, 
Modi’ and ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’.

Shimla : Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi interacting with one 
of his supporters, that female 
supporter gifts him his mother 
Heeraben Modi’s portrait, in 
Shimla on Tuesday, May 31, 
2022.(Photo:IANS/Twitter 
Video Grab)

BKU leader Dilbag Singh, a 
witness in the Lakhimpur Kheri 
violence case, was allegedly at-
tacked by two unidentified men 
here, police said on Wednesday.

The attack took place Tues-
day night when the Bhartiya 
Kisan Union (Tikait) district 
president was returning home 
from Aliganj- Muda road in 
Gola kotwali area in his SUV 
when the bike-borne miscreants 
opened fire on him.

Singh, however, sustained no 
injuries in the attack. Singh is 
among the witnesses in Tikunia 
violence of October 3, 2021 in 
which eight people, including 
four farmers and a journal-
ist, died. Union minister Ajay 
Mishra’s son Ashish Mishra 
was arrested in connection with 
the incident.

Talking to PTI over phone, 

the BKU leader said the mis-
creants punctured a tyre of his 
SUV owing to which he had to 
stop the vehicle.

“The assailants attempted to 
open the gates and windows 
of the SUV. When failed, they 
fired two shots at the window 
pane of the driver side,” he said.

Singh said he was driving the 
SUV and was alone. He said 
sensing the intentions of the 
attackers, he folded the driver 

seat and bent down towards 
the floor.

As the vehicle windows were 
covered with dark film, the at-
tackers could not decide the 
BKU leader’s status in the SUV 
and fled away on their bikes.

Singh said he had sent his of-
ficial gunman (provided to him 
by the district administration) 
on leave owing to his son’s sud-
den sickness on the day.

He lodged a complaint with 
Gola kotwali police soon after 
the attack. He added that he 
had also informed BKU-Tikait 
spokesperson Rakesh Tikait 
about the incident. Meanwhile, 
Additional Superintendent of 
Police (ASP) Arun Kumar Singh 
told PTI that on the complaint 
of Dilbag Singh, an FIR under 
appropriate sections of IPC had 
been lodged.

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has issued a fresh sum-
mon to Congress MP Rahul 
Gandhi to appear before it on 
June 13 for questioning in a 
money laundering case linked to 
the National Herald newspaper, 
officials said on Friday.

He was earlier asked to de-
pose on June 2 but the Lok 
Sabha member from Wayanad 
seat in Kerala sought a fresh 
date as he was out of the country.

Officials 
said Rahul 
Gandhi, 51, 
has now 
been asked 
to appear 
on June 13 
at the head-

quarters of the federal agency 
in central Delhi.

His mother and Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi, 75, has 
been asked to depose before the 

agency on June 8.
The case pertains to the ED 

probe into the alleged financial 
irregularities in the party-pro-
moted Young Indian that owns 
the National Herald newspaper.

The agency, officials said, 
wants to record the state-
ments of Rahul Gandhi and 
Sonia Gandhi under criminal 
sections of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act  
(PMLA).

To improve the ease of living for 
the common man, the govern-
ment is planning to launch ‘Jan 
Samarth’ -- a common portal 
for delivery of various schemes 
run by different ministries and 
departments.

As part of the Narendra Modi 
government’s vision of minimum 
government maximum gover-
nance, the new portal plans to 
initially onboard 15 credit-linked 
government schemes, sources 
said. The offerings will be gradu-
ally expanded, depending on 
compatibility, as some of the 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes 
have involvement of multiple 
agencies, they added.

For example, schemes like 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
and Credit Linked Capital 
Subsidy Scheme (CLCSS) are 

being administered by differ-
ent ministries. The proposed 
portal intends to bring these 
schemes on a single platform 
so that they can be accessed by 
the beneficiaries without much 
hassle. Pilot testing is being done 
and loose ends are being tied up 
before the actual launch takes 

place, they said, adding State 
Bank of India (SBI) and other 
lenders are doing the testing.

They said the portal will have 
open architecture enabling state 
governments and other insti-
tutions to also onboard their 
schemes on this platform in the 
future.

New Delhi: GST revenues 
bucked the two-month rising 
trend in May and stood at nearly 
Rs 1.41 lakh crore, registering a 
year-on-year increase of 44 %.

Although the May Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) revenues 
came in lower than the record 
high collection in April at Rs 
1.68 lakh crore and Rs 1.42 lakh 
crore in March, it is still the 
fourth highest collection since 
the rollout of the new indirect 
tax regime on July 1, 2017.

In February, revenues from 
taxing sale of goods and services 
was at Rs 1.33 lakh crore, while 

in January it was Rs 1,40,986 
crore.

“The gross GST revenue col-
lected in the month of May 
2022 is Rs 1,40,885 crore of 
which CGST is Rs 25,036 crore, 
SGST is Rs 32,001 crore, IGST 
is Rs 73,345 crore (including 

Rs 37,469 crore collected on 
import of goods) and cess is 
Rs 10,502 crore (including Rs 
931 crore collected on import of 
goods),” the Finance Ministry 
said in a statement.

The revenues for the month 
of May 2022 are 44 per cent 
higher than the GST revenues 
in the same month last year at 
Rs 97,821 crore.

This is the fourth time that 
the monthly GST collection has 
crossed the Rs 1.40 lakh crore 
mark since the inception of GST 
and the third straight month 
since March 2022.

Gandhinagar: Hardik Pa-
tel, who once levelled a number 
of allegations against the BJP 
government and led the reserva-
tion movement for patidars, on 
Thursday joined the BJP after 
resigning from the Congress.

He donned the saffron co-
lour at a program held at Ka-
malam, the BJP headquarters 
in Gandhinagar.

In the presence of religious 
leaders and BJP office bearers 
including Gujarat BJP state 
president C.R. Patil, former 
deputy chief minister Nitin Pa-
tel, Hardik Patel wore a saffron 
scarf. Before this, he took part 
in a roadshow on Gandhinagar 
Highway from Koba Circle to 
Kamalam amid the playing of 
DJ and dhols.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after joining the BJP, 
Hardik Patel said that Prime 
Minister Modi, CM Bhupendra 
Patel, party chief J.P. Nadda 
and state president C.R. Patil 
are working hard in the interest 
of the nation.

“I joined the party as a sepoy 
in Narendrabhai’s army, just 
as a squirrel contributed to 
the construction of Ramsetu. 
I am ready to accept what-
ever responsibility party gives 
me. This is my home com-
ing. My father used to help 
Anandiben, the former Chief 
Minister of Gujarat, as much 
as he could and serve the BJP, “  
he said.

New Delhi:  India’s rainfed 
agriculture region is set to receive 
above normal rainfall this mon-
soon season, the weather office 
said on Tuesday raising hopes 
for a bumper farm output and 
reining in inflation.

«The average rainfall this 
monsoon season is expected 
to be 103% of the long period 
average,» India Meteorological 
Department Director General 
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra told 
reporters here. In April, the 
IMD had said the country 
would receive normal rainfall 

-- 99 % of the long period average 
(LPA), which is the mean rainfall 
received over a 50-year-period 
from 1971-2020. The LPA for 
the entire country is 87 cm. 
The monsoon core zone - states 
ranging from Gujarat to Odisha 
that are dependent on rainfall for 
agriculture - is set to experience 
above normal rainfall at more 
than 106 per cent of the long 
period average, Mohapatra said.

He said central India and south 
peninsula are set to receive above 
normal rainfall, while north-east 
and north-west regions are likely 
to get normal rains.

New Delhi:    Condemning 
the attack on farmers lead-
ers Rakesh Tikait and others 
in Bengaluru and terming it 

“sponsored by the BJP”, the 
Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) 
on Monday demanded punish-
ment to the culprits, action 
against officers guilty for neg-
ligence, and a judicial inquiry 
into the incident.

Bharatiya Kisan Union 
leader Tikait was attacked 
with black paint during a press 
conference at Bengaluru on 
‘Raita Chaluvali, Aatmavalo-

kana haagu Spasteekarana 
Sabha (Farmer’s Movement, 
Introspection and Clarifica-
tion Meeting)’ organised by 
Karnataka State Farmers As-

sociation, affiliated to the SKM, 
and Hasiru Sene.

“Based on the information 
received so far, it is clear 
that farmers leaders Tikait, 
Yudhveer Singh and Kavitha 
Kuruganti were refuting the 
propaganda against the farm-
ers’ movement by TV channels 
in Karnataka during the past 
few days. During this, one per-
son got up in a pre-planned 
manner and hit the TV chan-
nel’s boom mic on Tikait’s face 
and another person came and 
threw ink at him. 

New Delhi: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Monday 
said Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has given wings to the 
dreams and aspirations of every 
citizen of the country and instilled 
in them new confidence during 
his eight years of government.

In a series of tweets in Hindi on 
the Modi government completing 
eight years in power, Shah said in 
the form of Modi India had got 
leadership in which every section 
has faith and pride. “Considering 
power as a medium of service, PM 
@narendramodi gave rights to 
the poor, farmers, women and 
the underprivileged, which in-
stilled their faith in democracy 
and made them a participant in 
the development journey of the 
country. Congratulations to all 
citizens for these eight years full 
of historical achievements,” he 
tweeted with the hashtag ‘#8Year-
sOfSeva’. Today, in the form of 
Modi, India has leadership on 
which every section has faith and 
pride and meeting the expecta-
tions of the public with tireless 
hard work is a strong pillar of 
this belief, the home minister said.

Amritsar:The 
holy saroop (scrip-
ture) of Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib in-
jured with bullet 
during the army at-
tack on Sachkhand 
Sri Harmandar 
Sahib by Congress 
Government of In-
dia in June 1984, were to-
day adorned/enshrined for 
the Sangat to have darshan 
(glimpse) at Gurdwara Sha-
heed Ganj Baba Gurbakhsh 
Singh near Sri Akal Takht 
Sahib.

For the first time in 37 years, 
the Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee (SGPC) 
adorned this holy saroop for 
the Sangat to have darshan 
last year and the same has been 
done this year also.

The Sangat will have the 
opportunity to have darshan of 
this holy saroop at Gurdwara 
Shaheed Ganj Baba Gurbakhsh 
Singh everyday from morning 
to evening till June 5. Arrange-
ment has also been made for 
the Sangat to show the bullet 

that had hit this holy saroop.
Giani Rajdeep Singh, 

Granthi of Sachkhand Sri 
Harmandar Sahib performed 
the service of adorning this 
holy saroop at the Gurdwara 
Sahib and the information 
about the relics was shared 
with the Sangat by Giani Gur-
mukh Singh, Head Granthi of 
Sri Akal Takht Sahib.

Giani Gurmukh Singh said 
that this injured holy saroop 
is a truth telling picture of the 
atrocities perpetrated on the 
Sikh Qaum (community/na-
tion) and by seeing this the 
heart of every human being 
gets filled with anguish. He 
said the Sikh Qaum could 
never forget this atrocity per-
petrated on the Sikhs.

Moosewala’s  killers to be behind bars at earliest: Punjab CM
Mann meets slain singer Moosewala’s parents, expresses grief

He also said that on the de-
mand of the family he had al-
ready ordered a judicial probe 
headed by a sitting High Court 

judge into the matter. He said 
the government is already 
making strenuous efforts to 
catch the criminals responsible 

for the murder.
Condoling the death of the 

young singer, Mann said that 
the death was a huge loss for 

the state and the void created 
due to murder of this incred-
ibly blessed and gifted artist 
can never be filled in the near 

Special Cell gets 5-day remand of 
Lawrence Bishnoi in Moosewala case

future.
In less than 24 hours after 

his security was curtailed by 
the government, Moosewala 

was shot dead by gangsters 
close to his ancestral village 
in Mansa district in broad 
daylight on May 29.

Holy saroop injured with bullet 
during June 1984 holocaust adorned 
for Sangat to pay obeisance
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New Delhi: The murder of 
Punjabi singer Sidhu Moose-
wala has infuriated inter-gang 
rivalries, as gangsters are now 
vowing to avenge the late sing-
er’s death.

In a latest development, 
a Haryana-based gangster 
has announced a reward of 
Rs 5 lakh on social media for 
information on the killers of 
Moosewala.

Moosewala, 29, was brutally 
murdered on May 29 by assail-
ants who fired multiple rounds 
at him near his native village 
in Punjab’s Mansa district. 
He was rushed to a hospital 
where the doctors declared 
him brought dead.

“It’s a request to everyone 
that if anyone has information 
about the killers of Moose-
wala, Rs 5 lakh reward will 
be given for the information 
and the name of the informer 
will be kept secret, “ a post on 

the Facebook page of gangster 
Bhupi Rana read.

Rana is currently lodged in 
jail in Karnal.

On Wednesday, Delhi-
based Neeraj Bawana gang 
had threatened to launch a re-

taliatory attack in the wake of 
Moosewala’s killing. The gang 
had vowed to deliver results 
in just two days. The message 
was uploaded by a Facebook 
profile by the name of ‘Neeraj 
Bawana Delhi NCR’.

Neeraj Bawana is one of 
Delhi’s top gangsters, and is 
currently lodged in Tihar Jail.

The Facebook story also 
tagged other gangs viz. Tillu 
Tajpuriya gang, and Davinder 
Bambiha and Kaushal Gur-
gaon gang. The vile threat has 
been possibly issued to the 
rival gangs of jailed gangster 
Lawrence Bishnoi, who has 
been accused of planning the 
singer’s murder.

New Delhi:  Jailed gangster 
Lawrence Bishnoi has admit-
ted that his gang was respon-
sible behind the brutal killing 
of acclaimed Punjabi singer 
Shubhdep Singh Sidhu, popu-
larly known as Sidhu Moose-
wala, sources said on Friday.

Moosewala, 28, was shot 
dead on May 29 while he was 
travelling in a car and around 
a dozen assailants fired over 
30 shots at him. He was taken 
to hospital where doctors de-
clared him ‘brought dead’.

The Singer’s autopsy report 
revealed that his body bore 
19 bullet injury marks.

“He confessed that his gang 
is responsible for the killing 
(Moosewala’s murder) but 
also said he was not directly 

behind it as he is lodged in 
jail, “ official sources said.

Currently lodged in Tihar 
jail in a MCOCA (Maharash-
tra Control of Organised 
Crime Act) case, Bishnoi is 
allegedly involved in more 
than five dozen criminal 
cases lodged against him in 
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan 
and Punjab. He had once 
threatened to kill Bollywood 
actor Salman Khan.

The Special Cell of Delhi 
Police is currently probing 

the incident from all angles 
and also questioning Bish-
noi in the matter. It was also 
learnt that gangster Bishnoi 
is not cooperating with the 
police. “He is not disclosing 
details about the incident but 
admitted that his gang was 
behind it, “ the source said.

Meanwhile, Sachin Bish-
noi, nephew of Lawrence 
Bishnoi, has claimed re-
sponsibility for Moosewala’s 
murder while speaking to a 
news channel. He claimed 
that Mossewala’s murder 
was a revenge for the killing 
of Youth Akali Dal leader 
Vicky Middukhera last year 
in August. Sources said that 
Vicky Middukhera was a close 
friend of Lawrence Bishnoi.

Chandigarh: Markfed has 
been mandated by Punjab Govt. 
to procure Moong at MSP i.e. Rs. 
7275/- per Qtl in Punjab as per the 
guidelines issued by govt. of India. 
Ramvir Singh IAS M.D Markfed 
stated that Govt. of India has al-
lowed State Govt. its approval 
to implement the Price Support 
Scheme (PSS) forprocurement 
of Moong during season 2022. 
The procurement period by Govt. 
of India has been notified w.e.f. 
1.6.2022 till 31.07.2022. 

He further stated that for 
this purpose, Markfed has 
pened 38 procurement centres in 
punjab where Moong purchases 
will be conducted. He briefed 
the simple process of purchase 
of Moong where farmer shall 
have to get himself registered 
with respective market committee 

and the patwari sitting in Market 
Committee, will verify his produce 
of Moong facilitating authenticity 
and genuineness of the farmer. 
He added that to facilitate farm-
ers, cooperative societies have 
been appointed in all Mandi’s 
for smooth procurement.

He further stated that the 
payment to the farmers will be 
transferred directly to their bank 

account. He further appealed 
to the farmers to bring properly 
dried Moong at 12 % moisture for 
early purchase and lifting.Mark-
fed has already procured 5 qtl. 
Moong in Sangrur District from 
Ravinder Singh, Village  Sunam, 
District Sangrur on the very first 
day of purchase.Punjab is likely 
to see moong arrivals upto 65000 
MT”s during 2022.

Chandigarh: Less than a 
week after the security cover for 
434 VVIPs was either temporar-
ily withdrawn or curtailed, the 
Punjab government on Thurs-
day informed the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court that the 
security will be restored from 
June 7.

In less than 24 hours after his 
security was curtailed, singer-
turned-actor-politician Sidhu 
Moosewala was shot dead by 
gangsters close to his ances-
tral village in Mansa in broad 
daylight.

The government decision on 
restoration of the security came 
to light during the resumed 
hearing before the bench of 
Justice Raj Mohan Singh.

In a previous hearing, the 
court had asked the government 
to bring relevant material in a 
sealed cover to explain the ba-
sis on which it had withdrawn 
or pruned the security of the 
protectees.

The court was hearing a 
petition filed by former Dep-
uty Chief Minister O.P. Soni 
through counsel Madhu Dayal. 
Soni sought the quashing of or-
der of de-categorising his secu-

rity from “Z” and the withdrawal 
of security personnel.

After the government with-
drew half of his security cover, 
Akal Takht Jathedar Giani 
Harpreet Singh last week said 
he asked his office to send the 
remaining security personnel 
to the government as he “does 
not need” them.

At the same time, the Shiro-
mani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC) deployed 
its armed men in the security 
of the jathedar, who had asked 
Sikhs to keep a licensed weapon 
in view of the “uncertain times”.

In an order, the government 
withdrew or curtailed the se-
curity of 434 VIPs in the state. 
They largely include former leg-
islators, heads of various “deras” 
and police officers.

The head of Akal Takht, the 
highest temporal seat of the 
Sikhs, is among them.

Punjab DGP strengthens 
SIT to probe Moosewala 
killing

Chandigarh: To further ex-
pedite the investigations in the 
famed singer Sidhu Moosewala 
killing, Punjab Director General of 
Police V.K. Bhawra on Wednesday 
strengthened and reconstituted 
the Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) under the supervision of 
ADGP Anti-Gangster Task Force 
(AGTF) Pramod Ban.

Now, the six-member SIT will 
have a new Chairman, Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Jaskaran 
Singh and two new members 
- AIG AGTF Gurmeet Singh 
Chauhan and SSP Mansa Gaurav 
Toora. While, SP Investigation 
Mansa Dharamveer Singh, DSP 
Investigation Bathinda Visha-
wajeet Singh and in charge CIA 
Mansa Prithipal Singh are existing 
three members.

In its fresh orders, the DGP 
stated that the SIT shall conduct 
the investigation on a day-to-day 
basis, arrest the perpetrators of 
this heinous crime, and on com-
pletion of investigation. The SIT 
can co-opt any other police officer 
and take the assistance of any ex-
pert or officer, with approval of the 
DGP, the order further reads. As 
per the information, Shubhdeep 
Singh, popularly known as Sidhu 
Moosewala, who left his house 
around 4.30 p.m. on Sunday along 
with two persons -- Gurwinder 
Singh (neighbour) and Gurpreet 
Singh (cousin), was shot dead by 
some unidentified persons.

Chandigarh: Shiromani 
Akali Dal (Badal) President 
Sukhbir Singh Badal today said 
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann 
had failed miserably as the State 
home minister and should be 
dismissed immediately for fail-
ing to maintain law and order 
and provide even basic security 
to the people of Punjab.

In a statement here, the SAD 
president said “it seems the law 
of the jungle has descended on 
Punjab. No one is safe. Be it 
the gruesome murder of youth 
icon Sidhu Moosewala to the 
RPG attack on the Punjab Po-
lice intelligence headquarter to 
Hindu-Sikh clashes and mur-
der of police officers and the 
latest incident of looting of a 
Punjab Roadways bus in broad 
day light, the breakdown in the 
law and order situation seems 
irretrievable”.

Asserting that Punjab was a 
border State and that its secu-
rity could not be compromised 
in this fashion, Mr Sukhbir 
Badal said “we have an inimi-
cal neighbor who is likely to 
take advantage of this situation 
to destabilize the State even 
further unless urgent steps are 
taken to stem this rot”.

Mr Badal said a fear-psycho-
sis had entered into the minds 

of the people who were feeling 
unsafe due to the free rein given 
to gangsters who were not only 
running extortion rackets, but 
were also indulging in targeted 
killings. “This situation has led 
to an increase in petty crime as 
well as day light dacoities and 
rampant murders”.

The SAD President said all 
this was occurring due to the 
complete breakdown in the 
command structure of the Pun-
jab Police. “The police force is 
reporting directly to Delhi chief 
minister Arvind Kejriwal who 
has taken control of the post-
ing and transfer of both civil 
and police officials in Punjab”. 
Asserting that this had compro-
mised the position of the chief 
minister, Mr Badal requested 

Mr Mann to reassert his will 
and lead the State instead of 
being led from Delhi.  He said 
the chief minister should take 
regular meetings of senior police 
officers besides monitoring the 
law and order situation on a day 
to day basis”.

Mr Badal also expressed 
anguish that the failure of the 
chief minister to run the Home 
ministry himself had led to the 
death of renowned singer Sidhu 
Moosewala. He said the security 
cover of Moosewala as well as 
several other VIPs was removed 
without taking into account 
their threat perception. “This 
lapse was compounded by the 
chief minister by gloating about 
this ‘achievement’ on the AAP’s 
social media portal”.

Satish Handa
Ambala 

A recent survey at Ambala 
revealed that lakhs of resi-
dents in the area are being 
served diseases including di-
arrhoea, jaundice, acidity and 
few others harmful for body 
through door-to-door supply 
of contaminated water in more 
than 12000 water campers by 
large number of water plants 
claiming supply of pure drink-
ing water to residential as well 
as commercial consumers in 
the area. Complaints are often 
received as regard supply of 
contaminated water in Public 
Health Department water taps 
in few areas.

According to a recent Dis-
trict Public Health Depart-
ment Lab. report the samples 
of drinking water supplied 
door-to-door in water camp-
ers collected from nearly 13 
water plants in Ambala district 
on May 6, 2022 have been 
failed and water was found 
containing bacteria spread-
ing diarrhoea and jaundice 
and unfit for drinking. Sur-
prisingly, in-spite of the fact 
samples of water supplied by 
13 water plants in Ambala dis-
trict which include three each 
at Ambala City and Ambala 
Cantt , two each at Shahza-
dpur and Naraingarh and 
one each at Chaur Mastpur, 
Barara and Saha have been 
rejected and found harmful for 
human body as such district 
health department as well as 
district administration was in-
formed to take action against 
water plants serving diseases 
through supply of contami-
nated water but no action has 
been taken against these water 
plants although nearly three 
weeks have passed. 

Information reveals, there 
are 45 water plants  in Am-
bala district supplying more 
than 12000 drinking water 
campers to residents in the 
area daily but none of water 
plant has obtained no objec-
tion certificate from district 
health department or district 
public health department and 
supplying contaminated wa-

ter playing with the life of in-
nocent people. When water 
samples of water plants were 
failed in the lab, Executive 
Engineer Public Health De-
partment had written a let-
ter to SDM Ambala to take 
immediate action or close 
down water plants supplying 
contaminated water with im-
mediate effect but to no result. 
Information reveals that when 
notices were served to water 
plants, they started mixing 
excessive quantity of chlorine 
in water which according to 
health department experts 
is also harmful for human  
body.   

Anil Chouhan Executive En-
gineer Public Health Depart-
ment told media persons that 
as many as 15 water samples 
collected from Public Health 
Department water taps in dif-
ferent areas in twin city were 
also found unfit for drinking 
by the testing lab for which 
immediate action was taken 
to check leakage in water line 
and rectified by the depart-
ment. When talked to Dr Kul-
deep Singh CMO Ambala, he 
told that fresh samples are 
being collected again from 
water plants whose samples 
were rejected along with few 
other water plants in the dis-
trict and in case water found 
contaminated  these water 
plants will be sealed without 
any further notice.

Satish Handa
Ambala 

Haryana Health Minister Anil 
Vij addressing media persons 
here said that newly opened  
Cancer Care Centre in the Civil 
Hospital at Ambala Canton-
ment in Haryana is the first 
hospital to conduct endoscopy, 
ERCP, colonoscopy and work 
is being done to make the bi-
opsy report available within 48 
hours. He visited hospital for 
inspection and inquire about 
the treatment being given to 
patients related to cancer in 

his dream project inaugurated 
about three weeks ago.

During inspection, Vij took 
information about the endos-
copy machine installed in the 
hospital by a team of doctors.  
Civil Surgeon Dr. Kuldeep Singh 
apprised the health minister 
for instalation of this machine 
which will be demoed soon 
bring life to large number of 
patients suffering from cancer.  
During inspection,  Vij inspected 
O.T. room, linear accelerator, 
endoscopy room, mould room 
and other related sections 
seeking information as regard 

treatment being given to cancer 
patients visiting from distant 
places in the state. Dr. Kuldeep 
Singh told health minister that 

27 patient visited hospital has 
availed therapy through Linear 
Accelerator Technique and over 
1600 patients have been regis-

tered for treatment so far includ-
ing few arrived from Lucknow.

During the inspection, the 
health minister also inquired 
from the doctors about the 
cancer treatment to visiting 
patients. Doctors apprised Vij 
about the procedures related to 
all treatments being made under 
a roof which including prepar-
ing treatment card, register-
ing od patients, all preliminary 
medical check up related to the 
disease. Dr Kuldeep Singh Civil 
Surgeon told health minister 
that patients from Lucknow 
PGI and other states are getting 

their treatment at Atal Cancer 
Care Centre. He disclosed that 
80 to 100 patients suspected 
suffering from Cancer are vis-
iting OPD at the hospital ev-
ery day and major operations 
of 6 patients suffering from 
cancer will be done next week 
and 21 patients have already 
been treated on Linear Slater 
so far, besides the first patient 
treated by the method of  brachy 
therapy.Among those present at 
the occasion were  Dr. Kuldeep 
Singh CMO, Dr. Rakesh Sahal 
PMO, Dr. Vinay  Gulati, Dr. 
Chauhan, Dr. Hitesh,

Satish Handa

BJP working committee in 
Haryana during a recent meet-
ing held at Hisar to have a 
review on approaching civic 
polls for 46 seats in the state 
which include 18 Zila Parishad 
and 28 Municipal committee 
seats in Haryana to be held in 
month June 2022 raising a 
question mark over BJP-JJP 
(Janhit Janta Party) alliance 
government in Haryana now 
took decision to contest these 
polls on all 46 seats indepen-
dently on BJP party symbol. 
Alliance between BJP and JJP 
came into existence after Vid-
han Sabha polls in 2019 when 
BJP claiming to have victory 
over nearly 70 seats was able to 
win only 40 seats and BJP had 
to join hands with JJP led by 
Dushyant Chautala launched 
JJP after saying good-bye to 
INLD and during its first at-
tempt in 2019 Vidhan Sabha 
polls  was able to win 10 seats 
when BJP formed a govern-
ment in the state having alli-
ance with JJP and Dushyant 
Chautala became Deputy Chief 
Minister in the state.  

Both alliance parties have 
been claiming in past about 
2 years and 7 months the 
alliance between both will 
continue for ever. According 

to political experts the gap 
between both alliance par-
ties has started widening after 
BJP announcement to contest 
coming civic polls indepen-
dently on party symbol likely to 
widen gradually in future and 
there is a possibility of both 
political parties may contest 
2014 Vidhan Sabha as well 
as Lok Sabha polls indepen-
dently without having alliance. 
The question also arises if a 
candidate from JJP will be 
considered for Rajya Sabha 
seat for which elections are to 
be held on June 10 this year. 
Information also reveals that 
BJP working committee in 
the state holding meetings in 
every district across the state 
on May 30 and May 31 to have 
a review as regard winning 
candidates to contest coming 
polls in all 46 seats in which 
BJP district president, poll ob-
server appointed by the party, 
BJP MLA of constituency and 
MP of area will be present, 

followed by a final meeting to 
be held at Panchkula on June 
1, 2022 in which both State 
BJP president Om.Parkash 
Dhankad and Haryana Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal  Khatter 
will be present to finalize the 
final list of contestants.   

Sources reveals, BJP deci-
sion to contest present Zila 
Parishad and Municipal polls 
in the state independently on 
BJP symbol was taken in a 
hope to win maximum num-
ber seats since BJP leaders 
feel that JJP is a rural based 
party having limited number 
of voters in majority of seats 
in urban areas as such JJP 
candidates may be unsuc-
cessful in most of the seats 
located in rural areas. How-
ever, decision by BJP to contest 
present polls independently 
have severely shocked both 
Dushayant Chautala as well as 
JJP president Ajay Chautala 
likely to increase differences in 
alliance between both parties.  

Satish Handa

Earlier, Punjab state was leading for 
increasing cases of drug addiction 
among youths in the country in both 
rural as well as urban areas, but now 
youths in Haryana state especially 
in about eight districts Sirsa neigh-
bouring Punjab state has left youths 
in Punjab state far behind, followed 
by other districts in Haryana state 
Fatehabad, Jind, Hisar, Kaithal, 
Rohtak, Gurugram and Ambala 
where situation is turning bad to 
worst since past few years.

According to recent National 

Crime Bureau (NCB} report, a sur-
vey was conducted in worst affected 
Sirsa district in Haryana state where 
consumption of heroine was found 
maximum in youths, followed by 
use of other drugs: charas, sulpha 
and opium. There were many cases 
in which youths from both sexes 
were found injecting drugs in their 

body using a common syringe giving 
rise to dreaded infectious diseases 
ike HIV, AIDS, Hepatitis C and 
Hepatitis B in youths including 
teenagers between age 13 to 16. Sur-
vey report also revealed that more 
than 50% females residing in girl 
hostels and PG houses were found 
taking drugs. NCB survey in worst 
affected Sirsa district revealed that 
out of 58 persons found suffering 
from HIV diseases included three 
youths of age between 13 and 16. 
Among these 23 persons were found 
suffering from Hepatitis C and two 
persons suffering from hepatitis B.

Satish Handa

Information reveals, total yearly 
production of milk in Haryana 
state has been identified as 11734 
tons which include 2207 ton cow 
milk, 9474 ton she buffalo milk 
and 70.13 ton goat milk. Haryana 
state government has been suc-
cessful in research work going on 
at Lala Lajpat Rai Pashu Chikitsa 
& Pashu Vigyan Vishwa Vidalaya 
at Hisar to increase production, 
quality of  milk as well as breed of 
milk producing cattle in the state 
by multiple ovulation embryo 

transfer procedure with the help 
of surrogated mother administer-
ing semen containing high breed 
hormones prepared in the lab 
in female cattle. Information 
further reveals that the growth of 
milk production in Haryana state 
has witnessed increase in growth 

of milk production in past few 
years recorded as 6.08% in 2015-
16, 7.09% in 2016-17, 9.29% in 
2017-18, 9.35% in 2018-19 and 
9.40% in 2019-20.

There are nearly 70 lakh milk 
producing cattle in Haryana state 
which is 2.5% population of total 
number of cattle in the country 
producing 117.34 lakh ton milk, 
which is 5.56% of total produc-
tion of milk in the country identi-
fied as 1142 gm per capita avail-
ability of milk daily as against 
national per capita availability 
of milk 394 gm. 

Satish Handa
Kurukshetra

Addressing a rally for over 26 
minutes at holy Brahm Sarovar on 
Sunday, National Convenor Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) Arvind Kejri-
wal Chief Minister Delhi assured 
people of Haryana free supply 
of electricity, water and school 
education to every resident in 
Haryana state as being offered to 
residents of Delhi when his party 
will come to power in Haryana 
state after 2024 Vidhan Sabha 
polls. He said, like heavy storm 
from Punjab side gripped Hary-
ana on Saturday night prior to his 
rally giving a clear indication of 
change in Haryana government 
too in future. Without naming 
previous Congress and ruling BJP 

government in Haryana state, 
Kejriwal said people in Haryana 
have been adversely neglected by 
previous governments. Pointing 
at large number of developmental 
programmes implemented by 
AAP government ruling at Delhi 
Kejriwal demanded full support 
from people in Haryana assur-
ing to have major developmental 
changes in Haryana when AAP 
will rule in the state.

While addressing, Kejriwal 
counted developments by AAP 
government while ruling at Delhi 
made an appeal to voters in Hary-
ana to be prepared for 2024 Vid-
han Sabha and Lok Sabha polls 
and provide full support to AAP 
contestants giving a chance to 
AAP government to provide ser-
vices to people in Haryana state. 

Gangster announces cash reward 
for info on Moosewala’s killers

Lawrence Bishnoi ‘admits’ his 
gang killed Moosewala: Sources

Punjab Govt approves procurement of Moong at MSP

13 water plants at Ambala spreading diseases 
supplying 12000 water campers daily

Electricity, water, school education free when 
AAP comes to power in Haryaya: Kejriwal

BJP-JJP rift in alliance widens in HaryanaBhagwant Mann has failed miserably as home 
minister, should be dismissed: Sukhbir Badal

Security cover for 434 
VVIPs to be restored, 
Punjab HC informed

1600 patients registered for investigation in 20 days at Atal Cancer Care Centre: Anil Vij

Increase in milk production by ovulation embryo transfer procedure in Haryana NCRB Report: Drug addiction, HIV positive cases rising in 8 Haryana districts
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Lucknow:  After the con-
struction of the Ram Temple 
in Ayodhya, the temple town 
of Kashi appears to be waking 
up, as are Mathura, Vrinda-
van, Vindhyavasini Dham and 
Naimish Dham, Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath said on Sunday.

There has been no commu-
nal riot in the state, he told the 
BJP›s one-day state executive 
meeting in Lucknow and men-
tioned recent festivals to say that 
for the first time in the state the 
namaz on the last Friday before 
Eid was not held on roads.

Adityanath referred to the 
inauguration of the Kashi Vish-
wanath Temple Corridor, to say 
one lakh devotees visit Kashi 
every day and the place is prov-
ing the significance of its name 
in line with Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi›s vision.

«Ram Navami and Hanuman 
Jayanti were held peacefully. 
This was the first time that the 
last Friday namaz before Eid 

was not held on the streets. For 
namaz there is a place of wor-
ship, the mosques where their 
religious programmes can be 
held,» he said.

Mentioning the removal of 
loudspeakers from religious 
places, he said, «You must have 
seen how the unnecessary noise 
was got rid of.» At the first state 

executive meeting of the BJP 
after the assembly polls in Ut-
tar Pradesh, he asked the party 
workers to start preparing for 
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls and 
move forward with the target 
of winning 75 out of the state›s 
80 seats. In 2019, the BJP had 
won 62 Lok Sabha seats in Ut-
tar Pradesh while its ally Apna 

Dal(S) registered victory in two 
seats. Referring to the Kashi 
Vishwanath Temple Corridor, 
he said, «After the beginning of 
the construction of the grand 
Ram temple in Ayodhya, the 
waking up (‹angadai›) of Kashi 
is before us.»

«All pilgrimages centres like 
Mathura Vrindavan, Vindhy-
avasini Dham, Naimish Dham 
are once again waking up (‹an-
gdai li›). In this situation we 
all have to move forward once 
again,» the chief minister said.

His remarks came amid legal 
proceedings over the temple-
mosque disputes in Mathura 
and Varanasi, also known as 
Kashi.

At the meeting, Adityanath 
said, «We have to prepare the 
ground for the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections from now only. We 
should move ahead with the 
target of winning 75 seats.»

«With people›s help and by 
dint of our hard work during 

Covid, we got better results 
in the assembly polls. In the 
2024 general elections, under 
the leadership of PM Modi, we 
have to march ahead with the 
target of winning 75 seats in 
Uttar Pradesh.»

Congratulating Modi for 
completing eight years as prime 
minister, Adityanath said with 
the 2024 roadmap, the BJP 
will succeed in its achieving its 
target.

Adityanath said the percep-
tion about the state changed 
after 2017 while asserting that 
Uttar Pradesh is leading the 
country in over four dozen 
schemes.

Earlier, addressing the meet-
ing, BJP state chief Swatantra 
Dev Singh congratulated PM 
Modi, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, BJP president J P 
Nadda and senior party leaders 
and people of the state for the 
party›s victory in the assembly 
polls.

The BJP on Wednesday 
appointed Union ministers 
Narendra Singh Tomar and 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
its in-charge for Rajya Sab-
ha polls in Rajasthan and 
Haryana respectively, two 
states which are headed for a 
keen contest with the entry of 
party-backed independents.

The party also appointed 
Union minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw in-charge for 
Rajya Sabha elections in 
Maharashtra, another state 
headed for a contest.

Union minister G Kishan 
Reddy has been appointed 
in-charge for the polls in 
Karnataka.

Bengaluru:  Miscreants 
on Monday threw ink on 
farmer leader Rakesh Tikait 
during an event organised by 
a farmers› organisation at the 
Gandhi Bhavan here.

Soon after the incident, 
clashes took place between the 
organisers and the miscreants 
leading to both sides attacking 
each other with plastic chairs.

Reacting to the incident, 
Tikait alleged that the ink at-
tack on him was in connivance 
with the state government.

«The local police is respon-
sible for it and it happened 
due to the connivance of the 
government,» Tikait told re-
porters. Black ink was seen on 
his turban, face, Kurta, and 
green shawl around his neck.

National Conference president 
Farooq Abdullah on Tuesday 
appeared before the Enforce-
ment Directorate for question-
ing in connection with a money 
laundering case linked to alleged 
financial irregularities in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Cricket 
Association.

Abdullah, the Lok Sabha MP 
from Srinagar, arrived at the 
ED office at Rajbagh at 11 am. 
Before going in, the former chief 
minister spoke to reporters and 
linked his questioning with the 
forthcoming assembly elections 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

I won’t say much (about the 
summons) there are elections to 
be held and they will trouble us 

till then, he said.
On May 27, the ED sum-

moned Abdullah to its Srinagar 

office in connection with the 
money laundering case. Abdul-
lah, 84, a three-time chief minis-
ter of the erstwhile Jammu and 
Kashmir state, had recorded his 
statement in the same case in 
2019, officials said.

Political parties in the Valley 
said the summons were “com-
mon to all opposition” leaders 
in the country.

Reacting to the development, 
the National Conference said 
the veteran leader would con-
tinue to cooperate with the 
authorities like he has done in 
the past.

Jharkhand to get WHO 
award for tobacco control
Recognising its efforts in con-
trolling tobacco consumption, 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) has selected Jharkhand 
for the World No Tobacco Day 
(WNTD) Award-2022, an of-
ficial said on Sunday. Stata To-
bacco Control Cell of the Health 

Department 
will receive 
the award on 
the occasion 
of World No 
Tobacco Day 
in New Delhi 
on May 31, 

Jharkhand’s nodal officer of 
National Tobacco Control Pro-
gramme (NTCP) Lalit Ranjan 
Pathak told PTI. “It’s a great 
achievement for Jharkhand, 
which could be possible only due 
to political and administrative 
supports that tobacco control 
cell has got in implementing 
the programme,” Pathak said.

NIA court rejects bail plea 
of accused in Bajrang Dal 
activist murder

The Special Court for National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
cases here has dismissed the 
bail petition of an accused 
in the Bajrang Dal activist 
murder case. Jafer Sadiq is 
accused number 10 in the mur-
der of Harsha in Shivamogga 
on February 20 this year. He 
had approached the court for 
bail. Rejecting his petition, 
the court said, “It is submitted 
that the matter is still under 
investigation and the final 
report against the petitioner 
is yet to be filed. As such the 
continuance of the petitioner 
in judicial custody is necessary 
for the same.

Panthers Party founder 
Bhim Singh passes 
away in Jammu
Founder of Jammu and Kash-
mir National Panthers Party 
Prof Bhim Singh passed away 
in Jammu on Tuesday after be-
ing unwell for about a month. 
He was 81. The former legis-
lator hailed from Udhampur 

d i s t r i c t ’ s 
Bhugterian 
village. He 
has left 
behind his 
wife Jai 
Mala and 
son Ankit 

Love, who lives in London. 
Singh breathed his last at GMC 
Hospital here. Expressing his 
condolences, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi tweeted, “Prof 
Bhim Singh Ji will be remem-
bered as a grassroots leader 
who devoted his life for the 
welfare of Jammu and Kash-
mir. He was very well read 
and scholarly. I will always 
recall my interactions with 
him. Saddened by his demise. 
Condolences to his family and 
supporters. Om Shanti.”

Chennai:  A YouTuber has been 
arrested for cheating people by 
collecting money using an on-
line crowdfunding platform for 
renovating a state-administered 
temple, police said.

S Karthick Gopinath was arrest-
ed on Monday as he had not taken 
the prior approval of the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endow-
ment Department for the purpose 
and he had used the money for his 
‹personal› purposes, they said.

Later, he was remanded to 
judicial custody after he was 
produced in a court, Avadi Po-
lice Commissionerate said. IPC 
sections including cheating and 
a provision of the Information 
Technology Act has been invoked 
against him, they said. Seen as pro-
Right wing, his arrest has led to a 
war of words in the social media. 
BJP Tamil Nadu unit chief K An-
namalai condemned the arrest and 
said it was done on ‹completely 
trumped charges›. On his twitter 
handle, Annamalai promised his 
party›s legal support to him and 

described Gopinath as a nation-
alist. Gopinath runs a YouTube 
channel, ‹Ilaya Bharatham› and 
he had campaigned for renova-
tion and rebuilding of damaged 
statues in and around the famed 
Siruvachur Madhurakali Amman 
Temple in Perambalur district. He 
had pointed out in a video post on 
the repeated incidents that had 
led to damage of statues. He had 
raised funds through an online 
crowdfunding platform, report-
edly to the tune of about Rs 36 
lakh for the repair and renovation 
purpose. Recently, the YouTuber 
had dubbed a news report of a 
news channel on this matter as 
derogatory and fake news. Gopi-
nath had also posted a video on 
the progress related to the temple 
statues› renovation initiative.

Rajesh Gera appointed DG, 
National Informatics Centre
New Delhi: Senior scientist 
Rajesh Gera has been appointed 
as the Director General, Na-
tional Informatics Centre (NIC), 
a Personnel Ministry order is-
sued on Tuesday said.

Gera is currently Deputy 
Director General in the NIC.
The Appointments Committee 
of the Cabinet has approved 
appointment of Gera, Scientist 
G›, to the post of Director 
General, NIC, it said. The 
NIC, under the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information 
Technology 
(MeitY), was 
established 
in 1976 with 
the objective 
to provide 
technology-
driven solutions to central and 
state governments.  In another 
order, Kimbuong Kipgen has 
been appointed as Secretary, 
Public Enterprises Selection 
Board (PESB) post-retirement 
on contractual basis for one 
year.

Bengaluru:  Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
and actor-politician Jaggesh of 
the BJP, were among the promi-
nent faces to file their nomina-
tions for the June 10 Rajya Sabha 
polls from Karnataka on Tues-
day, as the contest heats up for 
the fourth seat. While Sithara-
man is seeking re-election from 
Karnataka, for Jaggesh, a former 
MLA and MLC, this is his first 
election to the Upper House of 
the Parliament.

Among the others who filed 
papers today, the last day to do 
so, are BJP›s third candidate 

and outgoing MLC Lehar Singh 
Siroya, and former MP D Ku-
pendra Reddy from the JD(S).

Congress candidates -- for-
mer Union Minister Jairam Ra-
mesh and state general secretary 
Mansoor Ali Khan -- filed their 
nominations on Monday itself.

Announcement of Khan›s 
name as party›s second can-
didate was a surprise move by 
the Congress, as it has adequate 
number of votes to win just one 
seat. Following this move, the 
ruling BJP too on Monday night 
announced the candidature of 
Siroya, despite having numbers 

to comfortably win just 
two seats.

The election to four 
Rajya Sabha seats is ne-
cessitated as the term of 
office of members Nir-
mala Sitharaman and K 
C Ramamurthy of BJP, 
and Jairam Ramesh -- is due to 
expire on June 30. The fourth 
member Oscar Fernandes of the 
Congress passed away last year.

A candidate needs 45 votes to 
win, and based on their strength 
in the Legislative Assembly, the 
BJP can win two seats and the 
Congress one. However, despite 

not having an adequate number 
of votes to win the fourth seat 
from the State Assembly, all the 
three political parties in the state 
-- BJP, Congress and JD(S)-- 
have fielded candidates for the 
seat, forcing an election.

After electing two Rajya Sabha 
candidates (Sitharaman and Jag-

gesh) on its own strength in 
the Assembly, the BJP will 
be left with an additional 29 
votes. The Congress will be 
left with 24 extra votes after 
electing Jairam Ramesh, 
while the JD(S) has only 
32 votes, which is not suf-

ficient to win a seat.
So, Sitharaman, Jaggesh, and 

Jairam Ramesh are likely to get 
elected unopposed, while the 
contest is likely to take place be-
tween Siroya, Khan and Reddy 
for the fourth seat, if their nomi-
nations are accepted and there 
are no withdrawals.

Meanwhile, JD(S) on Tues-
day claimed that its patriarch 
H D Deve Gowda had spoken 
to Congress national President 
Sonia Gandhi, and she and other 
party leaders had consented to 
support its candidate. Expressing 
surprise over Congress fielding a 
second candidate «all of a sud-
den», senior JD(S) leader and 
former Minister H D Revanna 
requested the national party for 
support to keep the «communal 
forces» out of the race. «...there 
are a couple of days› time (for 
withdrawal of candidature), let›s 
wait and see.»

Singer KK dies after 
concert in Kolkata

Kolkata:  Well-known Bol-
lywood singer Krishnakumar 
Kunnath, popularly known as 
KK, died in Kolkata on Tues-
day night, officials said. He was 
53, and survived by wife and 
two children. KK performed at 
a concert organised by Guru-
das College at Nazrul Mancha 
in south Kolkata for almost an 
hour in the evening. He was 
«feeling heavy» after reaching 
his hotel, and soon collapsed, 
officials said. He was taken 
to a nearby private hospital 
where doctors declared him 
brought dead, they said. «KK 
was brought to the hospital 
around 10 pm. It›s unfortu-
nate that we could not treat 
him,» a senior official of the 
hospital said. Doctors at the 
hospital said they suspected 
«cardiac arrest» to be the cause 
of the death. A senior officer 
of the Kolkata Police told PTI 
that a post-mortem would be 
conducted on Wednesday to 
ascertain the exact reason for 
the death.

Shah to inaugurate ‘Khelo 
India Youth Games’ in 
Panchkula on June 4
Chandigarh : Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
will inaugurate the fourth 
edition of Khelo India Youth 
Games at 7.30 p.m. on June 4 
in Panchkula, Haryana Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar 
said on Thursday. Khattar said 
that 8, 500 athletes from 36 
states and Union Territories 
will participate in the games 
that will conclude on June 13. 
“As many as 25 sporting events 
will be organised across five 
venues -- Panchkula, Ambala, 
Shahabad, Chandigarh and 
Delhi, “ the Chief Minister told 
the media here. The Khelo 
India Youth Games is being 
jointly organised by the state 
government and the Sports 
Authority of India (SAI). 
Khattar said the Tau Devi Lal 
Sports Complex in Panchkula 
with a seating arrangement 
for 7, 000 spectators would 
be the main venue.

Terrorists on Tuesday shot 
dead a Kashmiri Hindu teacher 
in Kulgam district of Jammu 
and Kashmir, police official said.

Rajni Bala (36) of Samba in 
Jammu region sustained in-
juries when terrorists fired at 
her in Gopalpora area of Kul-
gam where she was posted as a 
teacher, they said.

An injured Rajni Bala was 
rushed to a nearby hospital, 
where doctors declared her dead 
on arrival, the officials said.

They said the area has been 
cordoned off and a manhunt 
launched to track down the 
assailants.

This is the second killing of a 
Kashmiri Pandit in the month 

of May. On May 12, Rahul Bhat 
was shot dead inside the tehsil-
dar’s office in Chadoora tehsil 
of Budgam district.

This is the seventh targeted 
killing in Kashmir in the month. 
While three of the victims were 
off-duty policeman, four were 
civilians.

By Dominick Rodrigues 
Panjim

Goa’s 31st Statehood day was 
observed here recently with 
a river bridge project being 
inaugurated on the occasion 
-- disclosing futuristic develop-
ment plans by the Chief Min-
ister Pramod Sawant. 

Reiterating his famous 
words “Hanv Asthana Bhiv-
pachi Garaz Na” (No Need For 
Fear While I am Here) that 
had been echoed even by his 
critics during the COVID-19 
epidemic, Sawant said cost 
overruns on projects needed 
to be avoided since this was 
people’s money. 

Sawant was speaking at the 

Inauguration here recently 
of the newly-built “Mapuca 
Brïdge” after demolishing 
the tiny Portuguese era-built 
bridge that had been witness-
ing traffic jams. 

Noting that the four-lane 
bridge on the Mapuca River 
MDR-14 had been built with 
required permissions in barely 
five months by the GSIDC of 
which he is Chairman, Chief 
Minister Sawant said the Goa 
Government is “environmen-
tally sensitive” and highlighted 
the country’s +One-of-its-
kind+ biomedical waste plant 
set up in Goa.  

Describing Mapuca city as 
the “Arthik Capital” and also 
famed for its Friday Farmers 

Market of Goa, he said the 
Government has appointed 
a consultant in its plans for 
developing the city in a +ho-
listic+ manner that included 
also the +beautification+ of the 
Mapuca River for which a sur-

vey of 11-kms Mapuca-Aldona 
stretch had been carried out. 

The Mapuca River is pres-
ently witnessing a massive 
spread of “water hyacinth” 
plants choking the flowing 
water. The Goa Government is 

planning the desiltation of the 
strategic Mapuca River which 
witnessed floods caused by 
careless dumping of waste into 
the water, the Chief Minister 
said while requesting the pub-
lic to stop dumping of waste. 

While mentioning that re-
quired permissions had been 
applied for and that all future 
projects would be carried out 
only after people’s concerns 
addressed, Sawant noted that 
the Government plans to cre-
ate a new Human Resources 
effort focusing on employment, 
education and basic needs, 
necessary infrastructure and 
new reforms. 

Mapuca BJP MLA Joshua 
Dsouza, while highlighting 

the cooperation and efforts 
in making this bridge a real-
ity, said that other positive 
efforts included the +River 
Rejuvenation Project+ and 
Holistic Plan for Mapuca city. 

Aldona Congress MLA Car-
los Ferreira praised the Chief 
Minister for completing the 
bridge in record time, and 
also narrated an incident of 
Sawant helping out people 
in their times of need.  Ranjit 
Usgaonkar, Sarpanch, Bastora 
Village, noted that the bridge’s 
early completion resulted from 
excellent cooperation between 
the Mapuca MLA Joshua 
Dsouza and the earlier Aldona 
MLA Glen Ticlo, who was also 
present on the occasion. 

National grid operator POSO-
CO signed a memorandum 
of understanding with India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) today where both the 
parties agreed that weather 
information provided by IMD 
will be used by the Power 
System Operators across the 
India for better management 
of Indian Power System and 
for the purpose of analysis.

The MoU was signed by 
S. R. Narasimhan, Chair-
man and Managing Direc-
tor (CMD), POSOCO and 
Dr. Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, 
Director General (DG), IMD 
at NRLDC, POSOCO office. 
The meeting was attended 
by other senior officials from 
both sides.

IMD will make available 
current weather information 
every hour or at lesser inter-
vals. It will provide weather 
forecasts of temperature, 

humidity, wind speed, wind 
direction, rainfall up to next 
36 hours for the identified 
stations. It will also provide 
the snowfall forecast of hilly 
States and also along the route 
of important transmission 
lines passing through hilly ter-
rains. It will provide weather 
parameters forecast at Renew-
able Energy plant locations.

The last MoU between 
POSOCO and IMD was signed 
on 18 May 2015.

Dhami set for comfortable 
win in Champawat bypoll
Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami was 
leading by 54,121 votes over 
his nearest rival from Congress 
Nirmala Gahtori in Cham-
pawat bypoll, according to 
latest trends 
avai lable 
on Friday. 
At the end 
of the 13th 
round of 
counting, 
D h a m i 
had polled 
57,268 votes and Gahtori 
3,147. Dhami’s comfortable 
margin shows he is headed 
for a big win. By-election to 
the assembly seat was held on 
May 31 with over 64 %  of the 
electorate casting their votes.

After Ram temple in Ayodhya, Kashi, Mathura 
appear to be waking up: CM Yogi Adityanath

Black ink thrown on farmer leader 
Rakesh Tikait in Bengaluru

BJP makes Union 
ministers in-charge 
for Rajya Sabha polls

Terrorists gun down Kashmiri 
Hindu teacher in Kulgam

Farooq appears before ED in money laundering case

Pro-Right Wing YouTuber 
held in cheating case

POSOCO signs MoU with 
IMD for better electricity 
grid management

RS polls: Nirmala Sitharaman, Jaggesh file nominations

Goa statehood day sees new bridge across Mapuca river
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HarperCollins has acquired 
author Amish Tripathi’s 
new book “War of Lanka”, 

the fourth book in the “Ram Chan-
dra Series”.

In a statement, the publishers 
said the date of release for “War 
of Lanka” will be announced soon.

The first book in the “Ram Chan-
dra Series” explores the tale of Ram 
(“Scion of Ikshvaku”), the second 
the story of Sita (“Warrior of Mith-
ila”), and the third burrows deep 
into the life of Raavan (“Enemy 
of Aryavarta”). The three stories 
now merge from the fourth book 
onwards into a single narrative.

HarperCollins has also acquired 
world English-language rights to 
Tripathi’s backlist, including the 
“Shiva Trilogy”, the “Ram Chandra 
Series” and “Legend of Suheldev-

The King Who Saved India”; and 
his non-fiction titles “Immortal 
India: Young India, Timeless Ci-
vilisation” and “Dharma: Decoding 
the Epics for a Meaningful Life”. 
The books will be published be-
tween July and August. Tripathi 
says he is delighted to sign up with 
HarperCollins as his new publisher.

“I’m sure that they will take my 
books to the next level. They will 
be publishing my entire backlist, 
and also my upcoming book, ‘War 
of Lanka’,” he said.

HarperCollins India Ananth 
Padmanabhan said, “Twelve years 
ago, when ‘The Immortals of Me-
luha’ was first published, it created 
a revolution and announced the 
arrival of a significant new voice 
in Indian fiction.

“Since that first book, Amish, 

with his fantastical storytelling, has 
created multiple parallel universes 
and has entertained millions of 
readers.” According to executive 
publisher Udayan Mitra, Harper-
Collins India is “delighted beyond 
measure” to become a part of the 
adventure, as it “brings ‘War of 
Lanka’, along with Amish’s entire 
backlist, to the many, many readers 
who, like me, have been waiting 
with bated breath”.

Author Amish Tripathi says, 
“I am delighted to sign up with 
HarperCollins as my new publisher. 
Ananth and his team have created 
magic in India over the last few 
years, and I have been an admirer 
from a distance. Harper is one of 
the global Big 5 publishers, and 
I’m sure that they will take my 
books to the next level. They will 
be publishing my entire backlist, 
and also my upcoming book, War 
of Lanka!”

Udayan Mitra, Executive Pub-
lisher, HarperCollins India says, 
“As a reader, I’m tremendously 
excited that War of Lanka, the 

new book in Amish’s fabulous 
Ram Chandra Series, will be out 
soon. I still remember the thrill 
of reading the very first line of 
Ram-Scion of Ikshvaku on the 
day it was published, seven years 
ago; I knew then that this was the 
beginning of a great adventure and 
read on spellbound as the magic of 
Amish’s narrative unfolded over 
the first three books in the series. 
As publishers, we’re delighted be-
yond measure to now become a 
part of that adventure ourselves, 
as we bring War of Lanka, along 
with Amish’s entire backlist, to 
the many, many readers who, like 
me, have been waiting with bated 
breath.”

The first three books of the 
second-fastest-selling book series 
in Indian publishing history – the 
Ram Chandra Series – explore the 
journeys of Ram, Sita and Raavan. 
In this, the epic fourth book of the 
series, all narrative strands crash 
into each other. And explode into 
the slaughterous war.

Earth -- the third planet in a set 
of eight, it somehow happened to 
be located within the Goldilocks 
Zone—the distance away from a 

parent star where the physical conditions 
are just right for organic life to exist in a 
planet—for our solar system. None of the 
other planets, as we know, can sustain life 
on their own; only one (Mars) can even 
be a colonization hope, and it looks like 
we’re headed that way.

Scaled up to the seemingly endless Uni-
verse, the chances of this ‘happy accident’ 
happening are significantly lower than, 
say, the odds of Leicester City winning that 
fabled 2016 English Premier League season! 
(Most bookies had given them odds of a 
bleak 5000-to-1 before the season began, 
and they did go on a fairytale run to win 
it. A true Cinderella team!)

I hope you can digest what I’ve just writ-
ten. If you can’t, that’s okay. Let me put it 
down for you in layman’s terms: it is very 
very very unlikely that we as a species are 
here, thriving on this blue planet we call 
home. 

This can be affirmed by the mere fact 
that till date, scientists have discovered 
only about 30 exoplanets that exist in the 
Goldilocks zone of their parent stars: and 
this, despite our search methods getting 
more and more prolific with every passing 
generation. Moreover, despite probability 
dictating that there must surely be some 
other intelligent civilizations around there, 
we are yet to find any evidence of it. 

Now, you might wonder why I am driv-
eling on about probabilities and Premier 
Leagues and… aliens. We were here to 
talk about our environment, aren’t we? 
Well, I really felt that giving some context 
beforehand would be helpful in some way. 
I digress. Looking at the task at hand—the 
question in the title of my piece: “Why does 
the World Environment Day need to be 
taken seriously?”

Take a deep breath and ponder on this a 

bit. Maybe use my introduction as a guiding 
compass to help you navigate this rather 
oft touched-upon subject. To sum it up in a 
single phrase, humanity is a miracle—one 
sustained purely by the life support system 
that is Earth. We really should be grateful 
for such a boon, shouldn’t we? Such selfless 
service deserves an eternal tribute, or at 
the very least, a way to coexist sustainably.

But instead, look at what we have served 
ourselves here: on our plate is a main course 
of global warming accompanied with gener-
ous servings of pollution done three ways, 
drizzled with some acid rain and covered 
by a leaky layer of ozone. I can veritably 
confirm that this doesn’t look like a very 
appetizing meal by any means!

Trees are being felled by the hundreds 
of thousands just to make way for egre-
gious capitalistic endeavors. Water bodies 
worldwide are seeing toxic effluents being 
released into their waters. Oceans are being 
dumped with tons of garbage. Mountains 
are being defaced. Rivers are being re-
routed. Our fossil fuel reserves are being 
burned through faster than ever, leading 
to pollutant levels rising steadily globally. 
Cities like New Delhi routinely see an air 

pollution index of over 200 with no action 
being taken by the stakeholders. Much of 
our nation’s electricity is still generated 
through non-renewable sources; sustainable 
power generation is still a long way from 
seeing widespread accessibility.

(I hope I’m wrong on this last bit; I just 
have a bunch of numbers with me, and 
they paint a different story.)

Looking at all this, it is no wonder that 
certain billionaires want to simply run away 
and colonize another planet. I implore 
you, look around and tell me this isn’t 
complacency at the highest level. It’s sheer 
injustice towards Mother Nature. Period.

How many more degrees of temperature 
must rise for us as a collective to remove our 
blindfolds? How much more damage must 
be done to our beautiful forests, mountains, 
rivers and oceans before crossing the point 
of no return? How much more pollutants 
must be released into the environment 
before people finally raise a serious alarm 
instead of just giving shallow, periodic at-
tention to it? I say: NO MORE. It’s high 
time we wake up. 

My dear reader: as one of the over 7.8 
billion humans who call this planet their 

home, you play an important role in solving 
the puzzle of a fast-approaching environ-
ment crisis. There are many little ways we 
could all pitch in to initiate a change for 
the better. Here are a few to start with: 

Actively ensure the waste you dispose is 
properly dealt with. The 3Rs might sound 
like a concept taught to schoolchildren, 
but it’s important that all of us drill it into 
our minds. Plastic usage must be cut down 
on. They must be recycled when possible, 
and if not, must be disposed appropriately. 
Waste as little water as you can; a 10-minute 
shower isn’t required daily!

Reduce your reliance (pun intended?) on 
non-renewable fuel sources as much as you 
can. Use public modes of transport unless 
unavoidable. Carpooling is an amazing 
alternative too. 

Conserve electricity! Only consume it 
when needed. Switch off your appliances 
when not in use. Keep your lights turned 
off when natural light is available and try 
to change to longer-lasting devices like 
LED lamps.

Plant some saplings and adopt them. 
Take care of them and nurture them. The 
more people participate in this activity, the 
more we reclaim our lost greenery. And a 
bonus: we get extra carbon dioxide removal 
and fresh air to breathe!

The World Environment Day may only be 
celebrated on one day each year—the 5th of 
June. But it must be humanity’s mission to 
ensure that every single day is treated like a 
World Environment Day. No other species 
has harmed the surroundings like we have, 
and it is on us to fix the situation before it 
turns out to be too late. It’s the least we can 
do for what is arguably the most important 
entity in our lives. Remember: a one-way 
ticket to Mars ISN’T as easy or exciting an 
escape route as it sounds!

The writer is a student of Indian 
Institute of Technology (BHU), 

Varanasi. Views are personal

Yash Vinod explores why the World Environment Day needs to be taken more seriously

Mark each day as Environment Day

The Narcotics Control Bureau’s 
(NCB) decision to leave out Aryan 
Khan, son of actor Shah Rukh 
Khan, from the chargesheet last 

week in the so-called drugs-on-cruise ship 
case in Maharashtra has raised eyebrows 
in many circles. It is unfortunate that a 
fabled and civilised city like Mumbai has 
been the subject of contentious discussion 
so frequently in the past few years for the 
crimes reported from there and the inept 
handling by enforcement agencies. The war 
between the Centre and the Maharashtra 
government has only added fuel to fire, 
each trying to outwit the other through 
vicious propaganda.

There are again scores of controversies 
surrounding top appointments in the Ma-
harashtra Police, an index of the malaise 
that afflicts the police force in the State, 
which, decades ago, was known for its 
clean administration. A former Commis-
sioner of Police was recently on the run for 
several weeks to evade arrest on charges of 
extortion. The investigation is still going 
on against him and a former Home Min-
ister of the State. Can anything be more 
shameful and demoralising to the entire 
bureaucracy, and not merely the Police?

In the Aryan Khan case that erupted 
in October last year, he was arrested by 
the NCB along with 19 others following 
a raid on a cruise ship off the Mumbai 
coast. This received huge publicity be-
cause a celebrity’s son was being held on 
drug charges. Many speculations started 
doing the rounds, including one which 
said that Aryan was being framed. The 
media was also charged with encashing 
the controversy. All speculations about 
inadequacies in the investigation, initially 
disbelieved, have now been proved right 

with the Director General of NCB, Satya 
Narayan Pradhan, admitting that the 
investigation against Aryan Khan was 
motivated. This was an unusual action 
but one that has to be welcomed because 
no investigating agency ever admits its 
mistakes. One early report had said that 
Aryan had consumed drugs, and accord-
ing to another, some prohibited substance 
was found in his possession. The latest 
NCB report to the court that the evidence 
against Aryan Khan was not sufficient 
to prosecute him is therefore bound to 
generate controversy.

The NCB head in Mumbai, Sameer 
Wankhade, has been transferred and an 
inquiry has been ordered against him. This 
bizarre episode should raise several issues, 
chief of which is the integrity of investigating 
agencies in the country. The NCB may have 
to set its house in order by undertaking a 

clinical review of its procedures and person-
nel policies. The quantum of discretion of 
officers in the middle and lower levels may 
have to be reduced substantially.

Political interventions
The flip flop in the Aryan case is in tune 

with the manner in which investigations 
in many other cases involving well-known 
public figures charged with crime are 
conducted all over the country, both by 
the State police and other agencies.. No 
State government is a saint in the matter. 
Total emasculation of the police is a tragedy 
that will continue to characterise the force 
indefinitely. Excessive media attention and 
the tendency of the lower political spectrum 
belonging to the establishment to intrude 
into what should be the sole preserve of 
government agencies are facts which are 
undeniable in every State. The unfortunate 

victims of this unwholesome exchange of 
fire are the accused, who are indicted even 
before the arrival of a judicial decision.

Another arrest by the NCB that hit 
the headlines in 2020 was that of Rhea 
Chakraborty who was in a relationship 
with actor Sushant Singh Rajput. The 
latter was found dead under mysterious 
circumstances. While the case was initially 
investigated by the Enforcement Director-
ate and later by the CBI on the Supreme 
Court’s direction, the NCB subsequently 
stepped in to investigate the rumour that 
Rhea and her brother were instrumental in 
supplying marijuana to Sushant. This led 
to Rhea’s arrest in September 2020 and 
she was released a month later. Nothing 
further has been heard in this case.

The message that emanates from the two 
cases is that drug law enforcement agencies 
are often caught in a serious dilemma. If 
they do not detain the suspects involved 
at the earliest stage of an investigation, 
they can be accused of going slow just to 
favour the accused. If the detainees are 
subsequently let off for want of evidence, 
agency officials are accused of either human 
rights violations or dishonesty. It will not 
be incorrect to say that many enforcement 
decisions are a knee-jerk response induced 
mainly by the fear of loss of reputation and 
vilification by the media, which is fond of 
sensationalism. Ultimately, honesty in 
controversial investigations rests on an 
officer’s own reputation and his ability to 
withstand pressure from various quarters 
including the ruling political party.

R.K. Raghavan is a former CBI 
Director and currently teaches criminal 
justice and policing at the Jindal Global 

University, Sonepat

Aryan Khan case: A flip-flop with several messages

Amish Tripathi to pen fourth 
book in ‘Ram Chandra Series’

‘I’m sure that they 
will take my books to 
the next level. They 
will be publishing my 
entire backlist, and 
also my upcoming 
book, War of Lanka’

Inflation’s impact 
on GST revenues 
should be focus

The Centre recently said that it 
has released States’ outstand-
ing GST compensation dues 
of almost Rs 87,000 crore. 
The move marks a shift in 

stance as just a month earlier, the Finance 
Ministry had signalled that States’ dues 
worth over Rs 78,000 crore, pending for the 
last four months of 2021-22, will be released 
‘as and when’ adequate GST compensa-
tion cess collections accrue. By May 31, the 
Centre said there was about Rs 25,000 crore 
in the GST compensation fund and forked 
out the balance from its own coffers to be 
adjusted from future GST cess levies on sin 
goods, such as cars. The stated intent for 
this changed strategy makes eminent sense 
— to help States manage their resources and 
ensure spending, particularly of the capital 
variety to pump-prime the economy, hap-
pens smoothly through 2022-23. States have 
been anxious about revenue inflows once 
the five-year GST compensation window 
expires this month. The gesture to remit 
dues without waiting for cess accruals 
will also help cool the temperature of the 
Centre-States’ fiscal parleys, that flared up 
afresh after some tangential remarks from 
the apex court on the nature of the GST 
Council’s recommendations. For consum-
ers, this could mean a further extension in 
the levy of GST compensation cess beyond 
March 2026 — by when borrowings made 
over the past two years to bridge shortfalls 
in cess collections, were to be repaid. The 
elephant in the room remains ignored — 
high inflation. Once that is acknowledged 
and the level of economic activity assessed 
minus inflation effects, the GST Council 
can take a more nuanced call on the next 
steps to reform the still-young tax system 
and sustain revenues. This must begin by 
assessing whether the GST rate restruc-
turing should be deferred because of fears 
of higher inflation, or reoriented to lower 
inflation while broadening the tax net and 
easing compliance.

BOOKS: review

War of Lanka
By Amish 
Tripathi
HarperCollins

R.K. Raghavan explains why the Narcotics Control Bureau must review its procedures

letterbox
Readers’ feedback adds value to the newspaper. 
Please email comments on reports, features 
and columns to fwletters@gmail.com. We will 
publish them on this page.
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The National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) has ordered 
to initiate insolvency proceed-
ings against state-run National 
Textile Corporation (NTC) after 
admitting a plea by one of its 
operational creditors claiming 
default of around Rs 14 lakh.

The New Delhi bench of the 
NCLT has also appointed Amit 
Talwar as an interim resolution 
professional (IRP), suspending 
the board of NTC and has also 
declared a moratorium against 
the PSU as per the provisions 
of the Insolvency & Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC).

A two-member NCLT bench 
also rejected the claims of NTC 
and said the dispute it raised 
over the due amount claimed 
by its operational creditor is 
merely a “moonshine dispute 
and said default has occurred 
for the payment.

This is probably for the first 
time since the code has come 
into effect that insolvency pro-
ceedings against a central gov-
ernment-owned public sector 
unit (PSU) has been initiated.

NTC is under the jurisdiction 
of the Ministry of Textile, Gov-
ernment of India. It is engaged 
in the production of yarn and 
fabric through its 23 mills in 
operation, located all over India.

The NCLT direction came 

over a petition filed by Hero 
Solar Energy Private Ltd (HSE-
PL) through its counsel Pallav 
Mongia, claiming a default of Rs 
13.84 lakh for two contracts for 
installing solar rooftop power 
projects.

The matter relates to an al-
most six-year-old contract. NTC 
had awarded a work order in 
May 2016 in Tamil Nadu for a 
total 780 kWp grid-connected 
rooftop solar power PV system.

As per the contract of both 
the projects, the amount of Rs 
2.21 crore towards Project 1 and 
Rs 1.86 crore towards Project 2 
become due upon the comple-
tion of work on December, 2016 
and April, 2017, respectively.

However, NTC failed to re-
lease the complete payment 
due to HSEPL and retained an 
amount of Rs 13.84 lakh against 

the terms of the agreement.
It was informed by the opera-

tional creditor that as per the 
clauses of the agreement, there 
was no provision for levying 
any penalty and sent a demand 
notice to NTC under section 8 
of the IBC. However, NTC in 
its reply had said HSEPL has 
committed a delay of 117 days in 
the execution of the work order 
and it has suffered losses and 
hence it has deducted penalties 
from the amount due.

This was denied by HSEPL 
and said no notice of dispute 
was ever given by NTC to 
HSEPL and in fact in its sev-
eral letters written to the PSU, 
demanding the pending dues, 
no dispute over delay in execu-
tion was raised.

The insolvency tribunal also 
agreed with the submissions of 

the operational creditor and 
said: “Considering the docu-
ments on record admittedly the 
respondent has never raised any 
dispute over the quantum of 
claim or delay of the applicant. 
The corporate debtor has failed 
to place any document on record 
to show that said imposition of 
penalty was ever communicated 
to the applicant before issuance 
of demand notice.”

No debit note in this regard 
was ever issued by the respon-
dent, NCLT observed adding 
“No penalty or liquidated dam-
ages were levied by corporate 
debtor”. “Admittedly, in terms 
of the agreement, the corporate 
debtor is not entitled to impose 
any penalty to the applicant. The 
respondent even reconciled the 
accounts of the applicant and 
failed to raise any dispute over 
the claim of the applicant during 
reconciliation, said NCLT in 
its 10-page long order passed 
on May 27.

The tribunal further said 
even the Indian Contract Act 
provided that in case of the 
promisor failed to perform the 
contract at the time agreed and 
the promise still accepts the 
performance of such promise 
any time other than agreed, the 
promisee cannot claim compen-
sation for any loss.

GreenZo Energy Scales 
Up Its Green Investment

New Delhi:   India is the 
world’s fourth-largest renew-
able energy (RE) market. The 
speed at which the country is 
adapting to the change has also 
made it the fastest growing re-
newable energy market in the 
world, attracting large-scale 
projects as well as witness-
ing the emergence of several 
start-ups in the sector. Follow-
ing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s announcements at the 
G-20 Summit in Rome and the 
COP26 Summit in Glasgow in 
November 2021, the country 
has embarked on an ambitious 
mission to achieve its RE target 
of 450 GW by 2030 and achieve 
net-zero carbon emissions by 
2070. However, there is one 
challenge –India is the third-
largest global emitter of CO2.  It 
will require all the stakeholders, 
especially the private sector to 
pitch in and do their part in 
achieving net-zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2070. 

Bitget Appoints 
Gracy Chen as 
Managing Director

Singapore:  Bitget, today 
announced the appointment 
of Gracy Chen as Managing 
Director, who will lead Bit-
get’s growth strategies as the 
platform accelerates its global 
expansion plan. She will also 
be elevating  Bitget’s voice and 
presence in the broader crypto 
ecosystem and assisting the 
brand to further flourish under   
her leadership.

With presence in over 50 
countries around the world, 
Bitget has been growing at an 
unprecedented pace. Earlier 
this year, Bitget announced 
its derivatives trading volume 
reached an all-time high of 
8.69 billion, representing a 
300% growth when compared 
to the previous year.

By  Narvijay Yadav

Translation dominated the liter-
ary domain in the previous week. 
The importance of translation 
is increasing rapidly in a closely 
connected world that is turning 
into a global village in a real 
sense. It is because of the trans-
lation, for the first time, that a 
Hindi novel has won the Inter-
national Booker Prize bringing 
laurels to Bharat. The English 
translation of author Gitanjali 
Shree’s novel ‘Ret Samadhi’ 
(Tomb of Sand) has received 
the International Booker Prize, 
which has once again proved 
the importance of translation. 
Something similar is happening 
with South Indian films also. 
Some of the recent films like 
SVP, KGF, and RRR have been 
well received by audiences across 

India, while Bollywood movies 
released in the same period – 
Jersey, Jayesh Bhai Jordaar, 
Heropanti, and Runway 34 were 
box office failures. Literature of 
different regional languages of 
India should also be translated 
into Hindi and English. Simi-
larly, Hindi literature needs to 
be translated into regional lan-
guages. This literary exchange 
will strengthen the unity and 
integrity of the nation, and the 
citizens of India will be able to 
know about the culture, art, and 
ideas of different regions. Apart 
from this, Hindi and English 
translations of international lan-
guages should also be promoted.

The trend of shopping from 
e-commerce websites has in-
creased. In the Corona era, it 
became a necessity and then 
a habit. People often decide to 

buy goods or services on these 
websites after reading the re-
views of others. But it has also 
been seen that many reviews are 
fake or are misleading. When 
such complaints reached the 
government, the central govern-
ment called all the stakeholders 
and held discussions with them. 
Several e-commerce companies 
participated in the meeting, in-
cluding Flipkart, Amazon, Tata 
Sons, and Reliance Retail. Apart 
from this, lawyers, FICCI, CII, 
representatives of universities, 
and consumer rights activists 
also participated in this. The 
government has prepared a strat-
egy based on the inputs received 
from them so that fake or mis-
leading reviews can be stopped. 
It was informed in the meeting 
that fake reviews and misleading 
information are a violation of the 
Consumer Protection Act 2019.

As Uttar Pradesh is the larg-
est state in the country in terms 
of population, then obviously it 
will be a big challenge to handle 
the law and order of the state. In 
order to reduce crimes against 
women, the state government 
has made a new rule for women 
employees. The Yogi govern-
ment of Uttar Pradesh has is-
sued instructions not to assign 
duties to women from 7 pm 
to 6 am. 

New Delhi: Agility Ventures, 
an investor-centric venture 
capital firm, has announced a 
year-long roadshow - Agility 
Ventures Roadshow. The firm 
will travel to two different cities 
across the country every month. 
The event is aimed to provide 
an excellent opportunity for 
startups in their early stages 
and sector-agnostic.

The roadshow will com-
mence with a programme and 
celebration on June 11th, 2022 at 
the Hyatt Hotel, Chandigarh, 
in partnership with Chitkara 
University. It will include stops 
in major cities, including Noida, 

Gurugram, Bengaluru, Kochi, 
Kolkata, Indore, Ahmedabad, 
Jaipur, Chennai, Mumbai, 
Pune, and Hyderabad among 
others.

Giving details about the 
event, Prashant Narang, Found-
er of Agility Ventures, stated 
“Thousands of early-stage com-
panies across the country are not 
only looking for funding, but 
also the right expertise to help 
them scale. We aim to provide 
an opportunity for early-stage 
startups to interact with inves-
tors and pitch their businesses 
through the Agility Ventures 
Roadshow.”

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh

India is the 7th largest Com-
mercial Vehicle manufacturer 
in the world, accounting for 
around 3.5% of the global 
CV production, and is one of 
the largest exporters of com-
mercial vehicles. During the 
last two years, the pandemic 
offered an opportunity for the 
Indian Commercial Vehicle 
Industry to reimagine business 
processes by leaning on new 
emerging technologies and 
business opportunities.

The 1st Edition of the CII 
Indian Commercial Vehicle 
Conclave sought to create a 
platform for deliberations on 
future strategies for the com-
mercial vehicle industry; ongo-
ing regulations; expectations 
from the Government; supply 
chain and logistics; emerging 
technologies; comprehensive 
electrification, alternate fuels; 
and future of mobility.

 “Collaborations and part-
nerships will form the key to 
future success of Indian CV 
Industry”, said Kamal Bali, 

President & MD, Volvo Group 
India. Elaborating further, 
Bali emphasised that com-
petitors must join hands and 
take advantage of the growth 
of demand created on account 
of sustainability imperatives 
and arising opportunities from 
mega trends in automation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion,  Abhimanyu Sharaff, 
Chairman, CII Faridabad Zone 
& ED, Vikas Group said that 
to capitalize on the emerging 
opportunities and to overcome 
associated challenges, Indian 
CV industry needed to develop 
or acquire new technologies 
and capabilities to produce 

vehicles that meet future mar-
ket needs.

In his remarks, P Kaniap-
pan, MD, ZF Commercial 
Vehicle Control Systems said 
that agility and speed funda-
mentals were the need of the 
hour to be at par with the new 
products in the Indian CV 
Industry.

Anjali Pandey, VP – Engine 
& Component Business, Cum-
mins India Ltd, shared that it 
had become important to come 
up with sustainable creative 
solutions which are fit for In-
dian CV Industry that take care 
of the energy security agenda 
of our country.

Ludhiana:  EdTech Solu-
tion company from Punjab, is 
breaking all barriers in help-
ing English learners across 
19 countries. Interestingly, 
many of these learners belong 
to countries where the native 
language itself is English. 
Operating from Ludhiana, 
the company touches base in 
places like Auckland, Sydney, 
Dubai.

They say necessity is the 
mother of invention. Coun-
tries like Israel, saddled with 
seemingly insurmountable 
constraints of land and wa-
ter resources, have delivered 
miracles in agriculture, using 
technologies like drip irriga-
tion, and have made all realize 
the infinite capacity of human 
enterprise. TCY’s story is no 
different. It started operations 
from Punjab, the land of highly 
enterprising & resourceful 
people, who can be and are 

very successful wherever they 
go in any corner of the world, 
but who feel handicapped in 
learning English language, 
particularly in fluency of spo-
ken or written English.

TCY team took up the chal-
lenge with a missionary zeal 
and steadily solved one prob-
lem after the other. Innova-
tive technologies like Smart 
Books, Remedial Testing, 
AI Evaluations, AI-Assisted 
Fluency training, etc. came 
out of this innovative think-

ing and set benchmarks for 
language learning in the sec-
tor. Although there already 
were around 1,500 coaching 
centres across India running 
on TCY platform, persistent 
approaches from such centres 
in other countries to train their 
students was a pleasant sur-
prise. There are now over 125 
overseas centres running on 
this platform, and the number 
keeps growing.

For any coaching centre, 
training students for English 

language tests can be a highly 
resource-intensive job. This 
usually requires a team of 
expert teachers, armed with 
and assisted by standardized 
assessments, artificially intelli-
gent evaluators, and personal-
ization algorithms to enhance 
language skills, all within the 
confines of an institute often 
working against a time con-
straint. The institute may have 
some excellent teachers, but 
their full potential remains 
untapped in the absence of 
such critical inputs.

This is the problem that en-
trepreneurs, Kamal Wadhera 
and Rajesh Wadhera, wanted 
to solve for the institutes. The 
company they set up takes care 
of such critical inputs as smart-
books, practice and mock tests 
on simulated test interface, 
student app, AI evaluation, 
personalized remedial practice, 
and teacher reports. 

Mumbai:  Celebrating its 
125th anniversary of the Godrej 
Group (1897-2022), Godrej & 
Boyce, the flagship company 
of the Godrej Group, today 
announced an organisation-
wide initiative with a focus 
on bringing new innovative 
solutions to market that are 
not only sustainable but also 
boost growth across its key B2B 
and B2C businesses. Godrej 
& Boyce plans to double its 
revenue in the next 5 years. 
Some of the cornerstones of 
this growth will be exports and 
its consumer businesses.

To increase the positive im-
pact of this vision across its 
businesses, G&B teams will 
focus on driving customer 
centricity and the spirit of en-
trepreneurship across the busi-
nesses. The Company marked 
this milestone with the launch 
of a new 125 year commemo-
rative logo that captures its 
efforts to not only be ‘forward-
thinking’ in business but also 
to be at the ‘cutting edge’ of 
innovation and sustainability. 
Godrej & Boyce collaborated 
with graphic designer, Anirud-
dh Mehta from Studio Bigfat, to 
launch an identity that honours 

the history of Godrej & Boyce 
while focusing on its future.

“The new commemorative 
logo is an effort to showcase 
G&B’s pioneering role over the 
last 125 years in shaping India 
as a nation, introducing inno-
vative products and nurturing 
the trusted relationships it has 
built with billions of Indian 
consumers. As a company, we 
are reinvigorating ourselves to 
build products and services that 
are not only relevant but that 
positively impact the planet 
through technology that is 
clean,” said Nyrika Holkar, 
Executive Director, G&B.

She added: “As we celebrate 
our 125th anniversary, this year, 

we would like to become an 
even more customer centric 
organization by unlocking new 
experiences that build greater 
engagement and loyalty.”

The logo was first unveiled to 
its employees on the 6th of May 
at its headquarters in Vikhroli, 
Mumbai and will prominently 
feature on all collaterals and 
product packaging through 
the year.

On this occasion, Godrej & 
Boyce, also launched a book 
on its founders, Ardeshir and 
Pirojsha Godrej, with leading 
graphic novel experts, Amar 
Chitra Katha to showcase sto-
ries from its history to help 
inspire future generations 
with stories of courage, per-
severance, nation building, 
agility, innovation and more. 
Godrej & Boyce also launched 
a virtual tour of the Godrej 
Archives that uses AR and 
VR to provide visitors with a 
unique experience of Godrej’s 
125 years rich legacy.

Godrej & Boyce (‘G&B’), a 
Godrej Group company, was 
founded in 1897, and has con-
tributed to India’s journey of 
self-reliance through manu-
facturing. 

JK Tyre and Industries has 
planned a capital expenditure of 
Rs 1,100 crore till next financial 
year, company’s CFO Sanjeev 
Aggarwal said.

The tyre maker plans to invest 
in capacity expansion as well 
as regular maintenance of the 
existing infrastructure.

“Total spend over the next 
two years, ie, FY23 and FY24 
would be Rs 1,100 crore, in-
cluding maintenance capex of 
around Rs 300 crore,” Aggarwal 
said in an analyst call.

The majority of the capex 
-- Rs 530 crore-- will go into 
the passenger car radial (PCR) 
capacity expansion.

The company has also lined 
up capacity expansion of truck 
bus radial (TBR) at its unit Cav-
endish Industries.

“The debottlenecking pro-
gramme which we had an-
nounced earlier has already 

been commissioned and com-
pleted. Now the projects in hand 
are TBR capacity expansion 
for Rs 236 crore and the PCR 
capacity expansion for Rs 530 
crore.

“So, these are the two main 

expansion projects at this mo-
ment. Apart from this, there is 
the maintenance capex of about 
Rs 150 crore on annual basis, 
which is Rs 300 crore for the 
2-year period,” Aggarwal noted.

There is a very good demand 
for PCR tyres in the domestic 
and export markets, he added.

Aggarwal said the PCR capac-
ity expansion at its Banmore 
plant in Madhya Pradesh would 
be funded through a mix of debt 
and internal accrual.

“We have been in touch with 
our lenders and they are quite 
positive that they will be able to 
provide sufficient amounts of 
loans to finance this,” he noted.

Kia India sales rise 69 % 
in May at 18718 units

Automaker Kia India on 
Wednesday said its sales in-
creased 69 per cent year-on-
year to 18,718 units in May. The 
company had dispatched 11,050 
units to dealers amid second 
wave of COVID-19 in May 2021. 
The Sonet became the highest 
contributor to the company’s 
overall sales with 7,899 units, 
followed by Seltos (5,953 units), 
Carens (4,612 units) and Carni-
val (239 units), Kia India said in 
a statement. The company also 
dispatched 15 EV6 units last 
month to dealerships as display 
cars, it added. With the gradual 
recovery in the semiconductor 
shortage, the company said its 
sales stood at 97,796 units in 
the first five months of 2022.

Redington announces 
strategic partnership 
with Infoblox
Chennai: The network se-
curity solutions demand has 
expanded on a larger scale in 
this digital transformation 
Era. Redington, the largest IT 
Infrastructure & Solutions Dis-
tributor has entered a strategic 
partnership with Infoblox, the 
leader in cloud-first DNS man-
agement and security services.

“We are excited to announce 
our partnership with Infoblox, 
providing secure Cloud-Man-
aged Network Services and pro-
tect business from every threat 
with seamless communication 
and threat prevention. As the 
landscape of networks evolve, 
Infoblox helps organizations in 
their challenging environment 
by integrating network compo-
nents, managing core network 
services and by connecting the 
hybrid and multi-cloud net-
works. This will help our chan-
nel partners meet the increased 
security needs of their customers 
as their business changes,”  R. 
Venkatesh President, Enterprise 
Business Group, Redington In-
dia Limited.

Pune:  ZentrumHub, estab-
lished with a vision to be one of 
the world’s first smartest and 
fastest hotel API, today an-
nounced the appointment of 
Abhinav Sinha as chief executive 
officer and Bhushan Tamhankar 
as Chief Operations Officer, 
effective immediately.

ZentrumHub has been at the 
forefront of growth in US and 
Middle East markets, achieving 
consistent results and firmly 
staking the claim that its API 
as a product has been widely 
accepted and celebrated by 
its customers. This leadership 
change will bring a razor-sharp 
focus on commercial outcomes 
and the continued innovation 
of the product to achieve its 
ambitious aspirations of being 
one of the world’s fastest and 
smartest hotel API by creating 
a strong C-suite.

“Making these changes now 
ensures that we will have lead-

ership continuity throughout 
this cycle of major business 
investment from start-up to 
full-blown bespoke hotel API 
product,” said Sachin Singh, 
now EVP, ZentrumHub.

Before ZentrumHub, Ab-
hinav had successfully led 
product teams that developed 
an advanced solutions for the 
travel industry involving arti-
ficial intelligence and machine 
learning projects. He comes 
from predominant organiza-
tions like TomTom and Tavisca 
and brings his global experience 
of over 15 years in product de-
velopment, sales operations, and 
business strategy to the table. 
With the newly expanded remit, 
he will work with the product 
teams to research, develop and 
prototype new features and 
technologies.

“Abhinav is a natural leader 
and the right person to take 
ZentrumHub to its next growth 

phase,” said Sachin Singh. 
“Travel businesses worldwide 
are turning to start-ups like 
ZentrumHub to anticipate 
changes and confront chal-
lenges like finding reliable API 
solutions, managing business 
logic and processes smartly 
through technology, shifting 
supply and demand, and other 
uncertainties. Leveraging Ab-
hinav’s leadership and experi-
ence, ZentrumHub can meet 
customers’ critical needs at an 
even larger scale.”

Zoomcar expects to 
achieve profitability in 
India by this year-end
Mumbai:  Car sharing plat-
form Zoomcar on Tuesday said 
it expects to achieve profit-
ability in India by this calendar 
year-end, on the back of strong 
organic growth.

The company claims it has 
20,000 cars on its platform. 

On an average, Zoomcar 
hosts earn more than Rs 
50,000 in a month, while sev-
eral others have earned more 
than Rs 3-lakh in the last six 
months, the platform said in 
a statement on Tuesday.

Stating that it now also of-
fers a selection of premium 
cars as well as new 7-seater 
vehicles, the company said 
luxury car hosts have earned 
more than Rs 5-lakh on the 
platform in the last six months, 
earning on an average more 
than Rs 70,000 a month.

Hosts on the platform in-
clude owners of personal, pri-
vate or non-transport vehicles.

“On the back of this strong 
organic growth, the company 
expects to achieve profitability 
in India by the end of 2022,” 
Zoomcar said. “We’ve been 
really excited by the pace of or-
ganic growth on our platform, 
for both hosts and guests. Now, 
we’re doubling down on build-
ing more efficiencies into our 
marketplace, and expect to 
be cash-flow positive in India 
by the end of the year,” said 
Greg Moran, Co-founder-CEO, 
Zoomcar.

NCLT allows insolvency proceedings 
against National Textiles Corp

1st Edition of The CII Indian Commercial 
Vehicle Conclave Organised

Fake Reviews on Amazon 
a threat to e-commerce

Godrej & Boyce celebrates 125 yrs

Agility Ventures to hold a year-long 
roadshowacross the countryJK Tyre lines up Rs 1100 cr capex for 2 years

Edtech Solution from Punjab now popular in 19 CountriesZentrumHub Announces Changes in Leadership
Abhinav Sinha as new CEO, 
Sachin Singh to continue as 
Executive Vice President 
and Bhushan Tamhankar 
to lead as COO. These 
appointments come dur-
ing significant growth as 
travel businesses seek new 
technology amid their pan-
demic recovery.
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The total income of 
the insurer during 
the March quarter 
increased to Rs 
2,12,230.41 crore, 
from Rs 1,90,098 
crore in the same 
period of the 
previous fiscal”

Ashok Leyland sales 
jump four-fold in May
New Delhi: Hinduja flagship 
firm Ashok Leyland on Wednes-
day reported a four-fold jump in 
total commercial vehicle sales at 
13,273 units in May. The com-
pany had sold 3,199 units in the 
COVID-hit May last year, Ashok 
Leyland said in a regulatory filing. 
Domestic sales stood at 12,458 
units, as against 2,738 units in 
May 2021, it added. Medium and 
heavy commercial vehicle sales 
last month stood at 7,268 units, 
as compared to 1,513 units in the 
year-ago month. Sales of light 
commercial vehicles in the do-
mestic market stood at 5,190 units 
in May, as against 1,225 units in 
May 2021, the company said.

Gold climbs Rs 294, silver 
jumps Rs 523
Gold prices rose by Rs 294 to Rs 
51,236 per 10 grams in the national 
capital on Friday, according to HDFC 
Securities. In the previous trade, the 
yellow metal finished at Rs 50,942 
per 10 grams. Silver also zoomed by 
Rs 523 to Rs 62,577 per kg from Rs 
62,054 per kg in the previous trade. 
In the international market, both 
gold and silver were trading flat at 
USD 1,866 per ounce and USD 22.35 
per ounce, respectively. “Gold prices 
traded steady with spot gold prices 
at COMEX trading marginally down 
at USD 1,866 per ounce on Friday,” 
said Tapan Patel, Senior Analyst 
(Commodities) at HDFC Securities.

Shares of LIC on Tuesday de-
clined over 3 per cent after the 
company posted a 17 per cent 
decline in consolidated net 
profit for the fourth quarter 
ended in March 2022.

The stock declined 3.05 per 
cent to settle at Rs 811.50 on 
the BSE. During the day, it 
tanked 3.23 per cent to Rs 810.

At the NSE, it fell by 3.21 
per cent to end at Rs 810.85.

In volume terms, 2.22 lakh 

shares were traded at the BSE 
and over 43.73 lakh shares at 
the NSE during the day. 

Insurance behemoth LIC on 
Monday posted a 17 per cent de-
cline in consolidated net profit 
to Rs 2,409 crore for the fourth 
quarter ended March 2022. The 
insurer had earned a profit of Rs 
2,917 crore in the same quarter 
a year ago.

This is the first-ever quar-
terly result of LIC after be-

ing listed on bourses earlier 
this month. The total income 
of the insurer during the 
March quarter increased to 
Rs 2,12,230.41 crore, from Rs 
1,90,098 crore in the same 
period of the previous fiscal, 
LIC said in a regulatory filing.

LIC’s income from first-year 
premium rose to Rs 14,663.19 
crore against Rs 11,053.34 
crore in the same quarter 
previous fiscal.

Trading activity in the equity 
markets will be guided by a 
host of macroeconomic data 
announcements scheduled dur-
ing the week, apart from global 
trends amid ongoing concerns 
over high inflation, analysts said.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs), a key driver for the 
Indian markets, would also be 
tracked for cues, they added.

“Market will remain busy 
with macro numbers this week 
where GDP, auto sales and PMI 
numbers will be factors on the 
domestic front, whereas PMI 
numbers of various countries 
and unemployment data of the 
US will be important global 
macro numbers.

“Amid all this, movement of 
dollar index and crude oil prices 
will continue to have an impact 
on market volatility. FIIs are still 
in selling mode where it will be 
interesting to see whether they 
start some buying in the Indian 

market amid improved senti-
ments,” said Santosh Meena, 
Head of Research, Swastika 
Investmart Ltd. In the last batch 
of earnings, companies like Au-
robindo Pharma, Jindal Steel 
and Sun Pharma will announce 
their numbers.

“This week marks the begin-
ning of the new month also and 
participants will be closely eye-
ing important high-frequency 

data like auto sales, manufac-
turing and services PMI data.

“Before that, GDP data, which 
is scheduled on May 31, will be 
in focus. Apart from these, up-
dates on monsoon progress will 
also remain on radar,” said Ajit 
Mishra, VP - Research, Religare 
Broking Ltd.

Last week, the Sensex 
jumped 558.27 points or 
1.02 per cent and the Nifty 

gained 86.30 points or 0.53 %. 
Vinod Nair, Head of Research 
at Geojit Financial Services, 
said, “Towards the end of the 
last week, the market was able 
to recoup its losses following 
favourable retail earnings in 
the US and reduced FII sell-
ing. For this to sustain, the 
actions undertaken by the Fed 
and RBI in June will be an 
important factor.”

Moreover, movement of 
Brent crude oil and rupee 
against the US dollar would 
also be monitored by investors.

Yesha Shah, Head of Equity 
Research, Samco Securities, 
said, “In India, amidst global 
recessionary worries, data on 
Indian GDP growth is eagerly 
awaited. Apart from the GDP 
print, the monthly sales of auto 
companies will also be in the 
limelight. Given the series of 
data releases, this week will 
undoubtedly be eventful.

Mumbai:  EV maker Omega 
Seiki Mobility has formed a 
strategic partnership with Grip 
Invest for lease financing to 
retail investors, in a bid to ca-
ter to the growing demand of 
electric vehicles in the last-mile 
delivery segment.

Under the collaboration, 
Grip Invest, which is a digital 
platform for facilitating new-
age investments, will finance 
1,000 Rage+ Rapid e-three-
wheelers of the company, with 
plans to expand to a minimum 
of 5,000 EVs by the end of the 
next year, Omega Seiki said.

The EV maker claims it has 
an existing order book of over 
40,000 commercial electric 
vehicles.

The demand for leasing of 
commercial electric vehicles 
is very robust owing to the 
low-total cost of ownership, 
which is further fuelled by e-

commerce players augmenting 
their EV fleet, the company 
said.

According to Omega Seiki 
Mobility, the global commer-
cial vehicle rental and leasing 
market, which was valued at 
USD 77.42-billion in 2021, is 
expected to grow multi-fold 
over the next five years.

The absence of affordable 

financing options has proven 
to be a critical impediment for 
low-income patrons to change 
to EVs, said Uday Narang, 
Founder and Chairman, Ome-
ga Seiki Mobility.

«OSM scouts various ways 
to lease and supply electric 
three wheelers, adding to the 
current EV thrust in the coun-
try. The collaboration with 

Grip Invest will work upon a 
stronger foothold of the EV 
in the existing market and 
accelerate the electrification 
drive,» Narang added.

The company believes that 
the only way to be successful 
in the EV market is through 
association, he said, adding, 
«Therefore, Omega Seiki has 
been inking multiple partner-
ships to make these vehicles 
more accessible and afford-
able and further its green 
drive.»

Electric three-wheelers are 
an emerging segment, where 
leasing out the vehicle appears 
to be a beneficial preposition 
for both ends, said Vivek Gu-
lati, Co-Founder-COO, Grip, 
emphasising that the collabo-
ration will be a significant step 
ahead in democratizing and 
organizing EV lease financ-
ing sector.

Billionaire Mukesh Ambani’s 
Reliance Industries Ltd spent 
a record Rs 1,184.93 crore in 
fiscal year ended March 31 on 
corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) initiatives that spanned 
oxygen delivery during second 
wave of the pandemic, educa-
tion and healthcare, according 
to the company’s latest annual 
CSR Report.

“Through FY 2021-22, Reli-
ance put social responsibility 
initiatives, health and well-being 
of communities at the top of its 
agenda,” the report said. This 
went beyond supporting em-
ployees as well as their extended 
families and was aimed at caring 
for the most-at-need across In-
dia in the face of an emergency. 
“During FY 2021-22, Reliance 
contributed Rs 1,184.93 crore 
towards supporting a number 
of need-based, impactful CSR 
initiatives,” it said.

The initiatives were spear-
headed by Reliance Foundation, 
the philanthropic arm of the 
company led by Nita M. Amba-
ni. “The past two years have been 
about ‘seva’ or service to human-
ity,” the oil-to-telecom-to-retail 
conglomerate said. “While the 
year 2021 started off with a lot of 
hope, it also marked the severest 
second wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic - the largest humani-
tarian crisis that has affected the 
world and our country.”

Through the pandemic, Reli-
ance said it worked to fulfil the 
emerging, urgent needs of the 
nation during the unforeseen 
pandemic situation while work-
ing to empower communities to 
rebuild their lives. “This was not 
about Corporate Social Respon-
sibility. This was about saving, 
securing and reviving lives, and 
dreams and hopes for a better 
future,” it said.

During FY 2021-22 (April 
2021 to March 2022), Reliance 
undertook a range of initiatives 
through its pillars of work in-
cluding rural transformation, 
health, education, disaster re-
sponse along with sports for 
development initiatives.

Detailing its pandemic re-
sponse, the report said over 
8.5 crore free meals were dis-
tributed to frontline workers 
and vulnerable communities. 
Reliance produced 1,000 tonne 
of oxygen every day during the 
second wave and provided it free 
to states for over 1 lakh patients. 
Besides, it set up 2,000+ beds 
hospital for Covid care.

New Delhi:  WallMantra, an 
innovative home decor company, 
has seen a 10x rise in its revenue 
due to an increase in digital con-
sumption since lockdown.  The 
company›s turnover has gone up 
from Rs 2 crores to Rs 20 crores 
as a result of the lockdown, where 
Tier-I and Tier-II cities account 
for 45 per cent of its total revenue.

Founded by Jitesh Agarwal, 
Kundan Lal and Shivam Agar-
wal, WallMantra manufactures 
and sells an elegant collection of 
Home Décor & Furnishing items 
like Paintings, Trendy Mirrors, 
Decorative Storages, smart DIY 
furniture, curtains, bedsheets etc.. 
It has always focused on selling 
Made in India products for the 
past five years, unlike most e-
commerce platforms that mostly 
sell products sources from out 
of India.

Given the traction that on-
line retailing has gained in the 
aftermath of the pandemic, the 
decor brand hopes to increase 
its turnover from Rs 20 crore to 
Rs 35 crore this fiscal year.  Shar-
ing details about the company’s 
revenue plan, Jitesh Agarwal, 

Co-Founder of WallMantra, 
says, “The COVID-19 pandemic 
changed people’s lives and busi-
nesses, causing significant shifts 
in consumer behaviour.  They 
started exploring other options 
to meet their requirements and 
interests and our company re-
ceived positive response from 
them. Despite numerous chal-
lenges brought on by logistical 
disruption during the initial stage 
of the lockdown, we completed 
all orders on time.”

He added, “Our product’s 
average ticket size is Rs 3,400, 
however, the range varies from 
Rs 1000 to over Rs 50,000. The 
majority of our orders come from 
places like Mumbai, Bangalore, 
Hyderabad, Delhi NCR, followed 
by Jaipur, Nashik , Vijayawada, 
Kochi to name a few. Currently, 
Coffee Tables are the most fre-
quently ordered products.”

New Delhi:  Coffee Day 
Enterprises Ltd has reported 
a consolidated net profit of 
Rs 58.67 crore for the fourth 
quarter ended March 2022.

The company had posted a 
net loss of Rs 272.09 crore in 
the January-March quarter a 
year ago, Coffee Day Enter-
prises Ltd (CDEL) said in a 
BSE filing.

CDEL’s revenue from opera-
tion rose 2.81 per cent to Rs 
169.81 crore against Rs 165.16 
crore in the year-ago period.

Its total expenses declined 
55.75 per cent to Rs 167.47 
crore in Q4 FY22 compared 
to Rs 378.52 crore in Q4 FY21.

CDEL’s revenue from coffee 
and related business increased 
5.43 per cent to Rs 148.71 crore 
against Rs 141.05 crore.

Revenue from hospitality 

services slipped 4.21 per cent 
to Rs 10.23 crore compared 
to Rs 10.68 crore in Q4 FY21.

For the fiscal ended March 
2022, CDEL’s net loss stood 
at Rs 130.73 crore. It had re-
ported a net loss of Rs 652.10 
crore in the previous fiscal.

Its revenue from operations 
was Rs 581.58 crore in 2021-
22. This is 31.85 per cent lower 
than Rs 853.42 crore in the 
year-ago period.

CDEL has not shared the 
revenue of Sical Logistics Ltd 
(SLL), which runs port termi-
nals and container freight sta-
tions, as it is currently facing 
insolvency proceedings.

“The management of the 
relevant subsidiary is of view 
that the recoverability of the 
amount of SLL can be ascer-
tained only after the receipt of 
the final report from the NCLT 
and accordingly no provision 
is made against them,” it said. 

Shares of Coffee Day Enter-
prises Ltd were trading at Rs 
45 apiece on the BSE Tuesday 
afternoon, up 3.09 per cent 
from the previous close.

Religare Enterprises and 
Religare Finvest on Tuesday 
settled with markets regula-
tor Sebi a case pertaining to 
alleged financial mismanage-
ment and diversion of funds 
after collectively paying Rs 10.5 
crore towards settlement fees.

Individually, Religare En-
terprises Ltd (REL) and Relig-
are Finvest Ltd (RFL) paid Rs 
5.42 crore and Rs 5.08 crore 
towards settlement amount 
respectively, the Securities 
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (Sebi) said in a settlement 
order.

The order came after the two 
companies filed an applica-
tion with Sebi proposing to 
settle the regulatory violations 
“without admitting or denying 
the findings” through a settle-

ment order.
“The pending enforcement 

proceedings for the alleged 
default ...are settled qua the 
applicants,” Sebi said in its 
order, adding that it will not 

initiate enforcement action 
against them for the default.

Sebi had received com-
plaints alleging financial mis-
management and diversion 
of funds primarily in RFL, a 

subsidiary of REL which is a 
listed company, for the benefit 
of the promoters/promoter 
group companies.

Thereafter, the regulator 
conducted an investigation 
wherein it was observed that 
RFL was part of a fraudulent 
and deceptive scheme and 
acted in a fraudulent manner 
which led to diversion of funds 
to the tune of Rs 2,473.66 crore 
through a material subsidiary 
of REL for the ultimate benefit 
of promoters, the order noted.

Further, it was observed that 
the consolidated financials of 
REL were not true and fair 
and were misleading to the 
shareholders of the listed com-
pany. It was also observed that 
despite repeated adverse ob-
servations from Reserve Bank 

of India (RBI) regarding RFL’s 
corporate loan book, REL did 
not disclose the same to the 
stock exchange till 2017, it 
added.

Accordingly, the regulator 
initiated proceedings against 
the entities and issued show-
cause notice in November 
2020 to them for violat-
ing PFUTP (Prohibition of 
Fraudulent and Unfair Trade 
Practices) and LODR (List-
ing Obligation and Disclosure 
Requirements) rules.

Pending enforcement pro-
ceedings, the two companies 
proposed to settle the matter 
upon payment of settlement 
amounts.Following this, Sebi’s 
committee recommended the 
case for settlement on pay-
ment of fee.

India’s merchandise 
export rises 15.46% to 
USD 37.3 billion in May, 
records highest ever 

India has achieved monthly 
value of merchandise export 
in May 2022 amounting USD 
37.29 billion, an increase of 
15.46% over USD 32.30 bil-
lion in May 2021. India’s mer-
chandise export in April -May 
2022-23 was USD 77.08 billion 
with an increase of 22.26% over 
USD 63.05 billion in April -May 
2021-22.

Value of non-petroleum ex-
ports in May 2022 was 29.18 
USD billion, registering a posi-
tive growth of 8.13% over non-
petroleum exports of USD 26.99 
billion in May 2021. The cumu-
lative value of non-petroleum 
exports in April -May 2022-23 
was USD 61.09 billion, an in-
crease of 12.9% over USD 54.11 
billion in April -May 2021-22.

Value of non-petroleum and 
non-gems and jewellery exports 
in May 2022 was USD 26.08 
billion, registering a positive 
growth of 8.57% over non-
petroleum and non-gems and 
jewellery exports of USD 24.02 
billion in May 2021. The cumu-
lative value of non-petroleum 
and non-gems and jewellery 
exports in April -May 2022-
23 was USD 54.52 billion, an 
increase of 14.15% over cumu-
lative value of non-petroleum 
and non-gems and jewellery 
exports of USD 47.76 billion 
in April -May 2021-22.

Petroleum products (52.71%), 
Electronic goods (41.46%) and 
RMG of all Textiles (22.94%) 
led the way in high increase in 
exports during May 2022.

India’s merchandise import 
in May 2022 was USD 60.62 
billion, an increase of 56.14% 
over USD 38.83 billion in May 
2021. India’s merchandise im-
ports in April -May 2022-23 
was USD 120.81 billion with an 
increase of 42.35% over USD 
84.87 billion in April -May 
2021-22.

Value of non-petroleum im-
ports was USD 42.48 billion 
in May 2022 with a positive 
growth of 44.7% over non-pe-
troleum imports of USD 29.36 
billion in May 2021. The cumu-
lative value of non-petroleum 
imports in April -May 2022-23 
was USD 82.55 billion, showing 
an increase of 27.72% compared 
to non-oil imports of USD 64.63 
billion in April -May 2021-22.

New Delhi: The Accounts of 
the Union Government of In-
dia (Provisional/Unaudited) for 
the Financial Year 2021-22 has 
been consolidated and reports 
published. The highlights are 
given below: -

The Government of India 
has received Rs 22,07,634 
crore (101.3% of correspond-
ing RE 21-22 of Total Receipts) 
during 2021-22 comprising Rs 
18,20,382 crore Tax Revenue 
(Net to Centre), Rs 3,48,044 
crore of Non-Tax Revenue and 
Rs 39,208 crore of Non-Debt 
Capital Receipts. Non-Debt Capi-
tal Receipts consists of Recovery 
of Loans (Rs 24,570 crore) and 

Miscellaneous Capital Receipts 
(Rs 14,638 crore). Rs 8,81,779 
crore has been transferred to 
State Governments as Devolution 
of Share of Taxes by Government 
of India upto this period which 
is Rs. 2,86,782 crore higher than 
the previous year.

Total Expenditure incurred 
by Government of India is Rs 
37,94,171 crore (100.6% of 
corresponding RE 20-21), out 
of which Rs 32,01,373 crore is 
on Revenue Account and Rs 
5,92,798 crore is on Capital Ac-
count. Out of the Total Revenue 
Expenditure, Rs 8,05,390 crore 
is on account of Interest Pay-
ments.

The Centre’s timely intervention 
in regulating the mounting export 
of Wheat and Sugar through ex-
port regulations has insulated the 
prices of these commodities from 
increase in contrast to the prices 
prevailing in the global market. 

The Government’s priority is 
to ensure sufficient availability 
of sugar at reasonable rates. The 
prices of sugar in the domestic 
market in the last twelve months 
are under control. The wholesale 
prices of sugar in India are in the 
range of Rs. 3150 to 3500 per 
quintal while the retail prices 
are in the range of Rs. 40-43 
per Kg in the country. Due to 
lower production in Brazil, there 

may be shortage of sugar glob-
ally and therefore to safeguard 
the domestic availability and 
interest of Indian consumers, 
Government took timely mea-
sure to regulate sugar exports 
with effect from 01st June 2022 

till further orders, with a maxi-
mum export of 100 LMT during 
the year.

The price of EU Durram 
wheat in the international 
market is around Rs. 43/kg 
whereas Indian wheat is sell-
ing at an average price of Rs. 
26/kg in wholesale.  There is 
a price difference of Rs. 17/kg 
i.e. about 39.5% discount to  the 
international market. All other 
countries except India are sell-
ing wheat at around 450 to 480 
USD/ton. This has resulted in 
a rush of export contracts and 
as a consequence the domestic 
retail prices rose by 16.08 % 
year on year. 

Rupee surges 13 paise 
to 77.47 against US 
dollar in early trade
The rupee appreciated 13 paise 
to 77.47 against the US dollar in 
opening trade on Friday, sup-
ported by a fall in the dollar index 
and positive domestic equities. At 
the interbank foreign exchange, 
the rupee opened at 77.47 against 
the American dollar, registering 
a rise of 13 paise from the last 
close. On Thursday, the rupee 
had settled at 77.60 against the 
US dollar. According to Sriram 
Iyer, Senior Research Analyst at 
Reliance Securities, the Indian 
rupee opened stronger against the 
dollar on Friday tracking the over-
night weakness of the dollar. Ad-
ditionally, a possibility of weaker 
crude oil prices over the next few 
sessions and stronger Asian and 
emerging market peers could also 
aid sentiments on Friday.

Macro data, global cues to dictate 
market trend this week: Analysts

LIC shares decline over 3 
per cent after earnings

Omega Seiki joins hands with Grip Invest, 
plans to lease 5,000 EVs by 2023

Reliance spends Rs 1185 crore on  
corporate social responsibility in FY22

WallMantra sees 10x 
growth with rise in digital 

Provisional Account reports of 
the Union Government for the 
Financial Year 2021-2022 ready

Price of EU Durram wheat in the international 
Market is 39.5% higher than Indian wheat

Religare Enterprises: Religare Finvest 
settle case with Sebi, pay Rs 10.5 crore

Coffee Day Enterprises reports 
Q4 net profit at Rs 58.67 crore
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India on Tuesday said it has 
delivered one more consign-
ment of 40,000 metric tonnes 
of diesel to Sri Lanka to help 
ease the acute fuel shortage in 
the debt-ridden island nation 
which is grappling with its 
worst economic crisis.

India extended an addition-
al USD 500 million credit line 
to Sri Lanka last month to help 
the neighbouring country im-
port fuel as it has been strug-
gling to pay for imports after 
its foreign exchange reserves 
plummeted sharply in recent 
times, causing a devaluation 
of its currency and spiralling 

inflation. India on May 23 de-
livered around 40,000 metric 

tonnes of petrol to Sri Lanka. 
“Powering #SriLanka !!!! A 

shipment of 40,000 MT of 
diesel supplied under #Indian 
assistance reached #Colombo 
yesterday (Monday) evening,” 
the Indian High Commission 
tweeted. India and Sri Lanka 
signed a USD 500 million Line 
of Credit Agreement for the 
purchase of petroleum prod-
ucts on February 2, 2022.

With the economic crisis 
and the shortage of forex, 
the Indian credit line of 500 
million for fuel imports has 
provided a lifeline to the 
island nation, which is cur-
rently experiencing its worst 
economic crisis since gaining 

independence in 1948. 
With long lines for fuel, 

cooking gas, essentials in 
short supply and long hours 
of power cuts, the public has 
been suffering for months. A 
total of close to 400,000 MT 
of various types of fuel have 
been delivered with Indian 
assistance in March and April. 

In keeping with India’s 
‘Neighbourhood First’ policy, 
New Delhi has extended this 
year alone support worth over 
USD 3.5 billion to the people 
of Sri Lanka for helping them 
overcome their current dif-
ficulties.

New Delhi:  External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar on 
Wednesday spoke about the 
“misuse” of freedom and the 
dangers of extremism during a 
telephonic conversation with his 
Canadian counterpart Melanie 
Joly.

The two foreign ministers 
also exchanged views on the 
Indo-Pacific and the global 
effects of the Ukraine conflict 
besides ways to expand bilat-
eral cooperation. “An extensive 
conversation recently with For-
eign Minister @melaniejoly of 
Canada. Discussed expanding 
our political and economic en-
gagement, as also our cultural 

and community connect. Spoke 
about misuse of freedoms and 
the dangers of extremism,” 
Jaishankar tweeted. India has 
been concerned over some 
Khalistani elements operating 
from Canada and engaged in 
anti-India activities.

“Exchanged views on the In-
do-Pacific and the global effects 
of the Ukraine conflict. Agreed 
to strengthen multilateral coop-
eration, including in the Com-
monwealth.” Jaishankar said.

Separately, the External Af-
fairs Minister held a meeting 
with the Foreign Minister of 
Lesotho, Matsepo Molise-
Ramakoae. “Glad to meet FM 
of Lesotho Matsepo Molise-
Ramakoae during her visit to 
India. Discussed the many 
opportunities for our bilateral 
cooperation and prospects for 
strengthening our Develop-
ment Partnership,” Jaishan-
kar tweeted. “Also exchanged 
views on our cooperation in the 
multilateral fora including in 
the Commonwealth,” he added.

Bangladesh Railways Minister 
Nurul Islam Sujan on Thurs-
day visited the Integral Coach 
Factory (ICF) here and said 
his country would explore the 
possibility of importing train 
coaches from the facility.

Sujan, accompanied by Ban-
gladesh Railways Additional 
Director General (Operations) 
Sardar Shahadat Ali, on a brief 
visit, inspected the special coach-
es made by ICF, including the 
Linke Hofmann Busch (LHB) 
Vistadome coaches, LHB AC tier 
II and III coaches among others.

During his interaction with 
ICF General Manager A K 
Agarwal, Sujan said Bangla-
desh has taken up the project 
of converting its metre gauge 

tracks to broad gauge and the 
LHB coaches from ICF would 
be of great help in modernising 
Bangladesh Railways.

He said Bangladesh Railways 

would explore the possibility of 
importing train sets for mass 
commutation such as DEMU 
(Diesel Electric Multiple Unit) 
similar to the ones exported to 

Sri Lanka and Nepal by ICF 
recently, a press release said.

A team of officials from Ban-
gladesh Railways would soon 
visit ICF to further the process 
of export of coaches from ICF, 
the release said. Sujan said the 
ICF played a vital role in the 
development of railways in Ban-
gladesh and the ties between the 
railways of two countries has a 
‘long history’. He recalled the 
sacrifices of the Indian soldiers 
in getting freedom for Bangla-
desh and the neighbouring 
country would maintain the 
relationship forever. The Min-
ister was also impressed by the 
Vande Bharat coaches and other 
coaches manufactured by the 
ICF, the release said.

US President Joe Biden and 
first lady Jill Biden are hoping 
to console a city stricken by grief 
and anger when they meet with 
families affected by the mass 
shooting at a Texas elementary 
school that killed 19 students 
and two teachers.

The visit to Uvalde on Sun-
day is Biden’s second trip in 
as many weeks to comfort a 
community in mourning after 
staggering loss.

On May 17, he was in Buffalo, 
New York, to meet with victims’ 
families and condemn white 

supremacy after a shooter es-
pousing the racist replacement 
theory killed 10 Black people at 
a supermarket. The shootings in 
Texas and New York and their 
aftermath have put a spotlight 
on the nation’s entrenched divi-
sions and its inability to forge 
consensus on actions to reduce 
gun violence.

Evil came to that elementary 
school classroom in Texas, to 
that grocery store in New York, 

to far too many places where 
innocents have died, Biden 
said Saturday in a commence-
ment address at the Univer-
sity of Delaware. We have to 
stand stronger. We must stand 
stronger. We cannot outlaw 
tragedy, I know, but we can 
make America safer. Biden was 
to visit the makeshift memo-
rial outside Robb Elementary 
School before attending Mass 
at a local Catholic church.

Passenger train connectivity be-
tween India and Bangladesh 
took a step forward with the 
railway ministers of the two 
countries virtually flagging off 
New Jalpaiguri-Dhaka Mitali 
Express on Wednesday, an 
official of Northeast Frontier 
Railway (NFR) said.

The train made its inaugural 
run from New Jalpaiguri Rail-
way Station in West Bengal. The 
two countries already operate 
Maitree and Bandhan express 
trains connecting Kolkata with 
Dhaka and Khulna respectively.

“Indian Railway minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw and his Bangla-
deshi counterpart Md Nurul 
Islam Sujan from Delhi virtually 
flagged off the inaugural run of 
Mitali Express at 9.20 am on 
Wednesday,” NFR spokesperson 
Sabyasachi De said.

The bi-weekly service will run 
as a day train from New Jalpai-
guri starting at 11.45 am IST 
on Sundays and Wednesdays, 
while it will be an overnight ser-
vice from Dhaka commencing 
journey from there at 9.15 pm 
Bangladesh Standard Time on 
Mondays and Thursdays, he said.

The fully air-conditioned train 
consists of four chair cars and 
four sleeper coaches, De said.

The general manager of NFR, 
Anshul Gupta, who was present 
at New Jalpaiguri station for the 
inaugural run of the interna-
tional service, said that the train 
connectivity will provide more 
opportunities for tourism and 
trade between Bangladesh and 
northern West Bengal, blessed 
with several destinations in the 
Darjeeling Hills and forests and 
tea gardens in Dooars.

Local MP Jayanta Roy, who 
attended the programme, said 
that the service fulfils a long-
standing demand of those as-
sociated with travel trade.

Passengers travelling on the 
inaugural service said that the 
train connectivity will further 
strengthen cultural and social 
ties between the people of the 
two countries, apart from boost-
ing tourism.

The train will cover a dis-
tance of 595 km between NJP 
and Dhaka with 69 km of track 
length being in India and the rest 
in the neighbouring country.

Apart from two technical 
stops at Haldibari, the last sta-
tion on the route on the Indian 
side, and at Chilahati, the first 
station on the Bangladesh side, 
Mitali Express will have no stop-
pages in between.

Pakistan-based terror groups 
such as Jaish-e-Mohammed and 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, led by 26/11 
Mumbai terror attacks mas-
termind Hafiz Saeed, maintain 
their training camps in some 
provinces of Afghanistan and 
some of them are directly under 
the Taliban control, according 
to a UN report  The 13th report 
of the Analytical Support and 
Sanctions Monitoring Team cites 
a UN Member State as saying 
that Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), 
a Deobandi group ideologically 
closer to the Taliban ?maintains 
eight training camps in Nangar-
har, three of which are directly 
under Taliban control.?

India’s Permanent Represen-
tative to the UN Ambassador 
T S Tirumurti, in his capacity 
as Chair of the Taliban Sanc-
tions Committee, also known 
as the 1988 Sanctions Commit-

tee, transmitted the report to be 
“brought to the attention of the 
members of the Security Council 
and issued as a document of the 
Council.”

The report said that Jaish-e-

Mohammed, a Deobandi group 
led by Masood Azhar, is ideologi-
cally closer to the Taliban. Qari 
Ramazan is the newly appointed 
head of JeM in Afghanistan

It added that Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) is described in the previous 
Monitoring Team reports as hav-
ing provided finance and training 
expertise to Taliban operations ? 
Within Afghanistan, according 
to one Member State, it is led 
by Mawlawi Yousuf,? the re-
port said, adding that in October 
2021, according to one Mem-
ber State, another LeT leader, 
Mawlawi Assadullah, met with 
Taliban Deputy Interior Minister 
Noor Jalil

Shanghai authorities say they 
will take some major steps 
Wednesday toward reopening 
China’s largest city after a two-
month COVID-19 lockdown 
that has throttled the national 
economy and largely bottled 
up millions of people in their 
homes. Full bus and subway 
service will be restored as will 
basic rail connections with the 
rest of China, Vice Mayor Zong 
Ming said Tuesday at a daily 
news conference on the city’s 
outbreak.

Schools will partially re-
open on a voluntary basis for 
students and shopping malls, 

supermarkets, convenience 
stores and drug stores will 
continue to reopen gradually 
with no more than 75% of 
their total capacity. Cinemas 

and gyms will remain closed. 
Officials, who set June 1 as 
the target date for reopening 
earlier in May, appear ready 
to accelerate what has been a 

gradual easing in recent days. 
A few malls and markets 

have reopened, and some resi-
dents have been given passes 
allowing them out for a few 
hours at a time.  In at least 
some chat groups, cynicism 
about the slow pace and stop-
and-go nature of opening up 
gave way Tuesday to excite-
ment about the prospect of 
being able to move about freely 
in the city for the first time 
since the end of March.

Shanghai recorded 29 new 
cases on Monday, continuing a 
steady decline from more than 
20,000 a day in April. 

UK PM Boris Johnson 
forced to explain actions 
in fresh partygate row

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson has been forced to ex-
plain, by his own independent 
ethics adviser, why he believed 
that the partygate fine issued to 
him by Scotland Yard did not 
breach the country’s Ministe-
rial Code.

Lord Christopher Geidt, who 
reports directly to the Prime Min-
ister in an advisory capacity, said 
in an annual report on ministerial 
interests released on Tuesday 
that a legitimate question has 
arisen as to the fixed penalty no-
tice issued by the Metropolitan 
Police over a COVID lockdown-
breaching birthday party at the 
Downing Street in June 2020.

The report notes that Johnson 
must set out his case in public . 
“I did not consider that the cir-
cumstances in which I received 
a fixed-penalty notice were con-
trary to the regulations,” Johnson 
said in a letter of explanation 
to Geidt, which has been made 
public. “I have accepted the out-
come and paid it in compliance 
with legal requirements. Paying 
a fixed-penalty notice is not a 
criminal conviction,” he said. 
Geidt was also critical in his re-
port about having repeatedly 
counselled the Prime Minister’s 
advisers that he must offer a pub-
lic comment on his obligations 
under his own Ministerial Code, 
a breach of which usually leads 
to a minister’s resignation.

That advice has not been 
heeded and, in relation to the 
allegations about unlawful gath-
erings in the Downing Street, 
the Prime Minister has made 
not a single public reference to 
the Ministerial Code, said the 
ethics adviser, who, according to 
“The Times”, was on the verge of 
resigning over the issue.

On a visit to Taiwan, US Senator 
Tammy Duckworth reiterated 
support for the island amid ris-
ing Chinese threats.

Duckworth met with Tai-
wanese President Tsai Ing-wen 
on Tuesday and emphasized 
the close economic, political 
and security relations between 
Taipei and Washington.

China claims Taiwan as its 
own territory to be annexed 
by force, and sent 30 military 
aircraft into airspace close to 
the island Monday. Taiwan’s 
Defense Ministry said it re-
sponded by scrambling jets, 
putting air defense missile 

systems on alert and issuing 
radio warnings.

In her remarks to Tsai, Duck-
worth said she wanted to em-

phasise our support for Taiwan 
security”.

I do want to say that it is more 
than just about military. It’s also 

about the economy, Duckworth, 
a former Army helicopter pilot 
and lieutenant colonel in the 
National Guard, told Tsai.

Duckworth also cited strong 
bipartisan backing for a bill she 
has put forward promoting co-
operation between Taiwan’s 
armed forces and the National 
Guard.

Tsai thanked the US gov-
ernment and Congress for the 
importance they place on peace 
and stability across the Taiwan 
Strait,” as well as Duckworth 
herself for keeping a close watch 
on Taiwan related security is-
sues. 

In the dusty, northern-most 
sheikhdom of the United Arab 
Emirates, where labourers cycle 
by rustic tea shops, one of the 
world’s largest yachts sits in a 
quiet port so far avoiding the fate 
of other luxury vessels linked to 
sanctioned Russian oligarchs.

The display of lavish wealth 
is startling in one of the UAE’s 
poorest emirates, a 90-minute 
drive from the illuminated high-
rises of Dubai. But the 118-metre 
Motor Yacht A’s presence in 
a Ras al-Khaimah creek also 

shows the UAE’s neutrality dur-
ing Russia’s war on Ukraine 
as the Gulf country remains a 
magnet for Russian money and 
its oil-rich capital sees Moscow 
as a crucial OPEC partner.

Since Russian tanks rolled 

into Ukraine, the seven sheikh-
doms of the Emirates have of-
fered a refuge for Russians, 
both those despairing of their 
country’s future as well as the 
mega-wealthy concerned about 
Western sanctions.

While much of the world has 
piled sanctions on Russian in-
stitutions and allies of President 
Vladimir Putin, the Emirates has 
not. It also avoids overt criticism 
of the war, which government 
readouts still refer to as the 
Ukraine crisis .

US state legislators 
praise abortion 
access in Mexico

A group of US state legislators 
from Texas, Colorado, Arizona, 
New Mexico and North Caro-
lina toured Mexico and said this 
week they are impressed by ef-
forts to expand abortion access 
south of the border.

The legislators visited the 
country’s three largest cities, 
Mexico City, Guadalajara and 
Monterrey to meet with activists 
and Mexican legislators. They 
praised the efforts of Mexican 
activists to guarantee access for 
women who want an abortion, 
even those from US states like 
Texas. “It is incredibly touch-
ing to see people opening their 
homes, opening their hearts, 
spending time and effort helping 
American women, Texas women 
predominantly for now, access 
care,” said Texas state Rep. Erin 
Zwiener

There is anecdotal evidence 
that women from Texas are 
crossing into Mexico to obtain 
abortion pills, and some Mexi-
can activists want to help them. 
Under a 2021 law, abortions in 
Texas are prohibited once medi-
cal professionals can detect car-
diac activity, usually around six 
weeks and before some women 
know they’re pregnant.

Renewed hopes but 
more delays for Cubans 
seeking US visas

Like many Cubans before him, 
Roberto De la Yglesia left most 
of his family behind when he 
made his way to the US with 
only his son in 2015, hoping 
that he could soon bring his 
wife and daughters to join him.

Years later, the mechanical 
engineer in New Jersey and 
his family back in Cienfuegos, 
Cuba, are still waiting with a 
mixture of renewed hope and 
scepticism now that the Biden 
administration has said it will 
reactivate the long-stalled 
Family Reunification Pro-
gramme, which lets Cubans 
legally in the US bring close 
relatives.

My life is on pause,” said his 
wife, Danmara Triana, sitting 
on the sofa of her house in 
Cienfuegos while surrounded 
by aging photos of the couple’s 
life together. A few feet away, 
her 21-year-old daughter Clau-
dia was awaiting the return 
from school of seven-year-old 
Alice.

My day to day life hangs 
on this, to see my son, to see 
my husband,” Triana said. 
The 48-year-old accountant 
said she repeatedly checks the 
website of the US Embassy 
in Havana for news. I get up 
in the morning and look at 
the telephone. Will I have an 
interview (for a visa) or won’t 
I have an interview? 

The Biden administration 
says that roughly 20,000 ap-
plications for family reuni-
fication visas have built up 
since 2017.

That’s when President 
Donald Trump effectively 
shut down the programme 
by withdrawing diplomatic 
personnel from Cuba in re-
sponse to a spate of mysteri-
ous illnesses among diplomats 
that many suspected were the 
result of some sort of directed 
wave attack.

But many similar incidents 
happened elsewhere even in 
Washington and the CIA has 
now determined they were 
unlikely to be the result of 
attacks by Russia or other 
foreign adversaries.

While the administration 
said in April it would begin 
resuming the programme, it 
has not yet offered a timeline 
for ramping up the US diplo-
matic presence in Cuba.

So Triana and De la Ygle-
sia wait. US officials told the 
couple in 2017, shortly before 
diplomats were withdrawn, 
that they qualified for the 
programme and in 2020 they 
believed they had finished all 
the paperwork and paid all 
the fees.

The Nepali search and rescue 
teams recovered the flight’s 
voice recorder today along 
with the bodies of all ill-fated 
22 people onboard of a small 
Tara Air plane that crashed in 
the Himalayas two days earlier. 
Two Germans, four Indians 
and 16 Nepalis were on the De 
Havilland Canada DHC-6-300 
Twin Otter aircraft that crashed 
15 minutes after taking off from 
the tourist town of Pokhara, 125 
km (80 miles) west of Kath-

mandu, on Sunday (May 29) 
morning. The plane was bound 
for Jomsom, a popular tourist 
and pilgrimage site, 80 km (50 
miles) northwest of Pokhara, 
on what should have been a 

20-minute flight. A spokes-
person for the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Nepal (CAAN) said 
the plane had only the voice 
recorder to preserve ground to 
air and air to air conversations. 

India sends 1 more consignment of 40,000 
MT of diesel to crisis-hit Sri Lanka

B’desh mulls importing train coaches from ICF

Jaishankar speaks to Canadian 
foreign minister

New Jalpaiguri-Dhaka Mitali 
Express flagged off

Joe Biden called again to mourn with a city stricken by grief

Shanghai moves toward ending 2-month COVID-19 lockdown

Nepal Plane Crash: 22 bodies recovered 
with Black Box of ill-fated Tara Air flight 

Sanctioned Russian oligarch’s mega yacht hides in a UAE creek

Pak-based terror group JeM, LeT maintain 
training camps in Afghanistan: UN report

US senator visits Taiwan as China ups military threat

Indian Family Of 4, Killed In Nepal Plane 
Crash, Cremated In Kathmandu
The bodies of four Indians, who were among 22 people killed 
in the Tara Air plane crash in Nepal’s mountainous Mustang 
district, were cremated on Thursday at the sacred Pashupatinath 
temple in Kathmandu, Nepal. Businessman Ashok Kumar 
Tripathi, 54, and his Thane-based estranged wife Vaibhavi 
Bandekar Tripathi, 51, were on a reunion trip to the Himalayan 
country along with their son Dhanush, 22, and daughter Ritika, 
15, when the tragedy struck. Tripathi’s brother and wife were 
present when the last rites of the four members of the fam-
ily were performed. The bodies were cremated at the electric 
crematorium near the temple. The Pashupatinath Temple in 
Kathmandu, situated along the banks of the Bagmati River, is 
one of the most important Hindu temples in Nepal. 
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HigHligHt of tHe week1    no one can stop nation whose youth 

works with spirit of nation first: pm at 

ncc rally2  ’unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets 

aside suspension of 12 Bjp mlas from 

maha assembly3   omicron not result of recombination 

between previous variants:  
study

New Delhi: prime Minis-

ter narendra Modi on thurs-

day proposed elevating ties 

with central asia to an un-

precedented new level, guid-

ed by an “ambitious vision” 

shared by india and the five 

post-soviet republics.”our 

cooperation has achieved 

many successes over the past 

three decades. and now, at 

this crucial juncture, let us 

define an ambitious vision 

for the coming years as well,” 

pM Modi said in the first 

india-central asia summit 

held in a virtual format.
the prime Minister stressed 

the region’s security and pros-

perity can be guaranteed only 

if the india and central asian 

countries firmly bond. pM 

Modi wanted to “make it clear 

that mutual cooperation be-

tween india and central asia 

is essential for regional secu-

rity and prosperity”.
He pointed out that “cen-

tral asia is central to india’s 

vision of an integrated and 

stable extended neighbour-

hood”. central asia and West 

asia are the key pillars defin-

ing india’s doctrine of engag-

ing its “extended neighbour-

hood”.
second, the prime Min-

ister made it plain that the 

next phase of ties can be an-

chored only if the new delhi-

central asia relationship is 

firmly institutionalised at all 

levels drawing many layers 

of stakeholders. “the second 

objective is to give an effective 

structure to our cooperation. 

this will establish a framework 

of regular interactions at dif-

ferent levels and among vari-

ous stakeholders.the prime 

Minister said that the third 

objective of the summit was “to 

create an ambitious roadmap 

for our cooperation.”referring 

to the centrality of regional 

security, the prime Minister, 

specially cited the common 

concern shared by india and 

central asia to defuse turbu-

lence in afghanistan. 
“We are all concerned about 

the developments in afghani-

stan. in this context also our 

mutual cooperation has be-

come more important for re-

gional security and stability,” 

pM Modi said. analysts point 

out that the prime Minister’s 

initiative to deepen structural 

linkages with central asia has 

at least four major objectives. 

First, the new initiative seeks 

to revive the natural historical 

and civilisational ties between 

india and the region in the 

digital age. second, as india’s engage-

ment-from culture, economy, 

energy and military---deepens, 

it will serve an antidote to 

region’s critical reliance on 

china, and the temptation to 

embrace turkey, which is woo-

ing these countries on account 

of their turkic cultural roots. 

india shares this perception 

with russia, whose president, 

Vladimir putin was in new 

delhi last month. third, in-

dia sees secular central asian 

countries as bulwarks to re-

verse the tide of fundamental-

ism and extremism radiating 

from afghanistan and paki-

stan. Fourth, central asia is 

rich in natural resources-an 

element which can be fused 

in india’s atmanirbhar Bharat 

vision.the prime Minister 

spotlighted that india has 

deep relations with all of the 

central asian countries. He 

cited kazakhstan, which had 

emerged unscathed of a seri-

ous bout of internal instability, 

as an important partner in 

india’s energy security.
looking ahead, the pM 

Modi said that the summit will 

also focus on trade, connectiv-

ity, development partnership, 

culture, and people-to-people 

ties. india is keen that the 

landlocked central asia sees 

the iranian port of chabahar 

as the natural gateway to the 

indian ocean, instead of over-

relying on the pakistani ports 

of karachi and the Gwadar in 

the conduct of its seaborne 

international trade. AGeNCieS

PM flags intent to elevate India-Central Asia 

ties to a new level during first regional summitmodi saId  Central Asia is central to India’s vision 

of an integrated and stable extended 

neighbourhood  We are all concerned about the 
developments in Afghanistan. In this 

context also our mutual cooperation 

has become more important for 
regional security and stability

New Delhi: emphasising president ram nath kovinds 

compassion, two retiring majestic horses, Vikrant and Viraat, 

will be retained in the presidents Bodyguard.Both decisions, 

to retain Vikrant and Viraat, are in line with india’s high 

traditions of humane treatment of animals and aligned to 

president ram nath kovind’s own compassion for them it 

is learnt.all policies pertaining to army animals are issued 

by the army headquarters. 
Hence, presidential Bodyguard animals also follow the 

regulations of the Ministry of defence (Mod), president’s 

Bodyguard sources said.the Mod is the administrative 

ministry and only competent authority to explain queries 

pertaining to upkeep of animals.However, the president’s 

Bodyguard will be making a request to the army headquar-

ters to retain Virat in the regiment for his retired life as 

a mark of respect for his services, president’s Bodyguard 

sources said.it is learnt that another majestic horse, Vikrant, assigned 

to president’s Bodyguard and retiring around the same 

time, may be retained similarly. 
AGeNCieS

president’s Bodyguard to 
retain retiring horses vikrant, 

viraat as mark of respect

New Delhi: terming it 

unconstitutional and arbi-

trary, the supreme court 

on Friday set aside the year-

long suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly.a bench headed 

by Justice a.M. khanwilkar 

said the suspension could 

have only been for a session 

of the House. it further added that the 

resolution for suspending 

the 12 BJp Mlas for a year 

was illegal and declared it 

ineffective.on January 19, 

the top court reserved the 

verdict on petitions challeng-

ing the one-year suspension 

of the 12 BJp Mlas from 

the Maharashtra legislative 

assembly for their alleged 

misconduct and misbehav-

iour in the House in July, 

last year.a battery of senior advo-

cates -- Mahesh Jethmalani, 

Mukul rohatgi, neeraj kis-

han kaul, and siddharth 

Bhatnagar argued for the 

suspended legislators. 
the senior advocates 

were assisted by advocates 

siddharth dharmadhikari 

and abhikalp pratap singh.

senior advocate c.a. sun-

daram, representing the 

Maharashtra government, 

argued the act of suspending 

a member from the legisla-

tive assembly for one year is 

not barred by the constitu-

tion. the petitioners’ coun-

sel contended that merely 

exercising inherent power 

can the House act contrary 

to the constitution, and no 

preliminary power can go 

beyond the constitution or 

fundamental rights.
the petitioners argued 

that there was no justifica-

tion of suspension, which 

affects the right of the con-

stituency. rohatgi empha-

sized that the decision of 

1-year suspension is grossly 

irrational, as there was non-

compliance with natural jus-

tice.during the hearing, the 

top court had observed that 

the suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly in July, for a year, 

for misbehaving with the 

presiding officer in chair, 

both inside and outside the 

assembly, was “worse than 

expulsion”.the suspensions came 

after the legislators had 

misbehaved with the then 

speaker-in-chair, Bhaskar 

Jadhav for refusing them 

sufficient time to speak.the 

suspended BJp legislators in-

clude -- ashish shelar, Girish 

Mahajan, atul Bhatkalkar, 

Jaykumar rawal, yogesh 

sagar, narayan kuch, ab-

himanyu pawar, sanjay kute, 

ram satpute, parag alvani, 

kirtikumar Bhangadiya and 

Harish pimpale. AGeNCieS

‘unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets aside 

suspension of 12 BJp Mlas from Maha Vs
New Delhi: india got its 

first-ever export order for 

BrahMos missiles on Friday 

when the philippines’ de-

fence Ministry signed usd 

374 million contract with the 

BrahMos aerospace pvt ltd 

(Bapl) to supply undisclosed 

number of missiles, military 

officials stated.the Bapl, an india-russian 

joint venture, produces the su-

personic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from sub-

marines, ships, aircraft, or from 

land platforms.the usd 374 

million contract is to supply 

shore-based anti-ship BrahMos 

missiles to the philippines’ navy, 

the military officials noted.
in a statement, the defence 

Ministry said: “the Bapl 

signed a contract with the 

department of national de-

fence of the republic of phil-

ippines on January 28, 2022, 

for supply of shore-based 

anti-ship missile system to 

the philippines.””the Bapl 

is a joint venture company 

of the defence research and 

development organisation. 

the contract is an important 

step forward for Government 

of india’s policy of promoting 

responsible defence exports,” 

it added.india has already 

deployed a sizeable number 

of the Brahmos missiles and 

other key assets in several stra-

tegic locations along the line 

of actual control with china 

in ladakh and arunachal 

pradesh. 
AGeNCieS

India gets first-ever export order for Brahmos 

missiles; philippines signs usd 374 million contract

New Delhi:   since the 

election commission has 

banned physical campaigning 

due to prevailing covid-19 

situation in the country and 

the political parties are doing 

virtual rallies, the commis-

sion is keeping a close tab 

on the money spent on these 

rallies.
the commission has 

banned the physical rallies 

till January 31 this year and 

will review the situation after 

that.according to the sources, 

the commission’s observers 

are keeping a tab on the cam-

paign contents, which are be-

ing circulated during these 

virtual rallies.the commission on Jan-

uary 14, had conducted a 

detailed meeting with the 

government officials who 

have been designated as 

general, police and expen-

diture observers, who were 

asked to keep close watch 

on the expenditure during 

these virtual rallies too.dur-

ing the meeting with election 

observers the ec underlined 

the twin concerns on expen-

diture and content on virtual 

mode while the chief elec-

tion commissioner sushil 

chandra reminded ‘expendi-

ture observers’ to be innova-

tive in countering ‘new and 

latest methods of inducement’ 

to the voters.the poll panel has issued 

the guidelines to ensure that 

money spent on virtual cam-

paign is fully accounted for in 

the expenditure statements 

filed by candidates and po-

litical parties.the commis-

sion has already amended the 

format of expenditure state-

ment by adding column for 

virtual rallies.the candidates 

are expected to file the details 

of rallies including the num-

ber of virtual rallies, amount 

spent and also the campaign 

contents shared during these 

rallies.
the eci has also directed 

the social media platform 

companies to ensure compli-

ance with the voluntary code 

of ethics amid heavy online 

campaigning due to ban of 

rallies.the commission has 

increased the expenditure 

limits for the forthcoming as-

sembly elections and under the 

new order issued on January 

6, 2022, the maximum limit 

for the expenditure by a can-

didate in Manipur and Goa is 

fixed at rs 28 lakh while for 

the other three states punjab, 

uttar pradesh, uttarakhand is 

fixed at rs 40 lakh. AGeNCieS

eci keeping close watch on 

expenditure of virtual rallies
new delhi:  Vice president and rajya sabha chairman 

M. Venkaiah naidu will chair the meeting of the rajya 

sabha floor leaders on January 31, ahead of Budget session 

of the parliament.this meeting will take place virtually as 

precautionary measure against the covid-19 spread.in the 

customary meeting ahead of the important session, the 

chairman will ask for the co-operation of all political parties 

for the smooth running of the House.recently, the rajya 

sabha chairman also tested positive for covid-19 and now 

he has been recovering, sources said.the government has 

called an all-party meeting on January 31 to discuss issues 

and legislative business for the budget session.the all-party 

meeting of floor leaders will be held virtually.Floor leaders of all the po-litical parties in both the Houses of parliament are invited for the meet-ing to discuss issues and legislative business in the ensu-ing smooth functioning of the Bud-get session.the meeting will be held virtually at 3 p.m.the Budget ses-

sion of parliament will be held in two parts.First part will 

be held from January 31 till February 11, and the second 

part will be held from March 14 to april 8. 
iANS  

naidu to chair meeting 
of rs floor leaders ahead 

of Budget session

New Delhi: Former Vice president Hamid ansari and 

actress swara Bhaskar participated in an event by iaMc 

on republic day, an organisation which tried to get india 

blacklisted by the us, disinfolab said in a report."Former 

Vp ansari & actor swara Bhaskar participating in an event 

by iaMc to 'save pluralism' on #republicday they may 

not know: iaMc paid money to get india black-list by the 

us is linked with Jamaat-e-islami (Jei) & linked with the 

fraud in name of covid crisis," 

disinfolab said in a tweet.uapa 

was imposed on indian american 

Muslim council (iaMc) last year 

for spreading fake news to incite 

communal violence and reinforc-

es the narrative of minority plight 

in india - from fabricated stories 

on caa to tripura violence, the 

report said. iaMc members like 

kaleem kawaja have been vocal supporter of taliban.direc-

tor of operations in iMana is Zahid Mahmood, who is a 

former pak navy official. coincidentally, iMana is also 

linked with islamic society of north america (isna), a 

Muslim Brotherhood front in the us.iaMc is headed by 

rasheed ahmed, who was executive director (2008-17) 

of another shady front -- islamic Medical association of 

north america (iMana).  

AGeNCieS

hamid ansari attends Iamc event which 
had tried to get India blacklisted

The Budget is  people-friendly and progressive. Along with strengthening economy, it will create 
new opportunities in the 

sphere of infrastructure, 
investment and jobs.”NareNdra Modi, Prime Minister
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Crypto not currencies as 

they are not issued by the 
central bank: FM 
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vantage  pointDelhi govt receives 1,300 
responses from people 

for its ‘Swaraj Budget’ 
Delhi Budget 2022-23 will bring 

back the derailed economy of 
the city on track and foster 

economic growth 
P2

 
Budget focuses on 

welfare: NaddaThe Union Budget focused 
on upliftment of the poor 

and weaker sections P3
 

66.8 pc feel Budget will 
strengthen the economy 

The Budget well when 
it comes to long-term 

prospects despite the 
hardships they are facing 

at the moment 
P5Govt cuts customs duty 

on some mobile parts
The govt on Tuesday announced duty concessions 

on certain mobile phone 
parts that may make some 

of the mobile handsets 
cheaper.  

P7

with 35% hike, huge push for capital expenditure; digital assets taxed

whats  up

whats down

NEWDELHI: With a special 

focus on capital expenditure, 

Union Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore 

Budget 2022-23 in Lok Sab-

ha. Eyeing 8% growth in the 

upcoming fiscal, the govern-

ment has planned to extend 

Rs 1 lakh crore interest-free 

loans to states. The personal 

income tax rates have been 

left untouched. The growth 

projection is based on oil price 

projection of $70-75 per bar-

rel next fiscal and against the 

current price of $90.
The CapEx head saw a rise 

by 35.4%, around Rs 2 lakh 

crore, as the economic blue-

print pegged it at Rs 7.50 lakh 

crore against the last year al-

location of Rs 5.54 lakh crore. 

In the current financial year, 

the growth rate is expected 

to be 9.2%. The draft also 

indicates that economic ac-

tivity has recovered to pre-

pandemic level and it is well 

placed to take on challenges 

in 2022-23. The Finance Ministry has in-

creased tax deductions for in-

vestments in pension schemes 

for government employees 

besides proposing 30% tax 

on cryptocurrencies. 
The fiscal deficit has plunged 

to 6.9%. This is estimated to 

be at 6.4% in the next finan-

cial year. National Highways will be 

extended by 25,000 km with 

a hike of Rs 1 lakh crore. The 

scope of PM GatiShakti Na-

tional Master Plan will en-

compass the seven engines 

— Roads, Railways, Airports, 

Ports, Mass Transport, Wa-

terways and Logistics Infra-

structure — for economic 

transformation, seamless 

multimodal connectivity and 

logistics efficiency.
The MGNREGA’s allocation 

is Rs 73,000 crore. The fund 

for Rural Development De-

partment has been hiked to Rs 

1,35,944 crore. In agriculture 

sector, the govenment will 

boost the use of Kisan Drones 

for crop assessment, pesti-

cide spray and land record 

digitisation. Natural farming 

along Ganga will also be the 

government’s focus. 
With mental healthcare in 

mind, the government will set 

up a National Digital Health 

Ecosystem and National Tele 

Mental Health Programme. 

The defence sector drew sig-

nificant attention of the Cen-

tre as it saw a hike of 9.82% 

rise at an overall allocatoin 

of Rs 5,25,166 crore for the 

Ministry of Defence. The capi-

tal for new acquisitions has 

been hiked by over 12%. The 

capital budget for the Border 

Roads Organisation has been 

increased to Rs 3,500 crore. 

 

AGENCIES

EYE ON 8% GROWTH Who
What

Said
The visionary Budget will 

help make India the world’s 
leading economy. The Budget will 

change the economy scale. Its 
size (Rs 39.45 lakh crore) shows 

our economy is rapidly growing 

even in the pandemic.”
aMit Shah, Union Home Minister 

The Budget is mostly 
for capitalists. The country is 

gradually turning into unequal 

as nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 
have been provided to the big 

industrialists.”
P. chidaMbaraM, Former Finance Minister

People had high 
expectations from the Budget 

during Covid period. It has left 
people disappointed as the Union 

Budget offers nothing for them. 

Nothing has been done to bring 

respite from inflation.”
arviNd kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister

NEW DELHI: Amid the 

Central leadership hailing the 

Budget as people-friendly, Op-

position leaders have slammed 

the government, terming it a 

“Pegasus spin budget”. 
After Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

the Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget 

2022-23 in the Lok Sabha, 

Congress leaders, including 

Rahul Gandhi, said it was a 

“Lollypop budget”. They al-

leged it had exposed the gov-

ernment’s “anti-farmer and 

anti-poor” face. West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee termed it 

a “Pegasus spin budget” that 

provided nothing to the com-

mon people who have been 

“crushed” by unemployment 

and inflation.Senior Congress leader and 

former finance minister P 

Chidambaram dubbed the 

Budget as “the most capital-

ist” and said the country was 

turning into “very unequal” as 

nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 

have been provided to the big 

industrialists.Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 

the Budget was nothing but 

an attack on subsidies and old 

rhetoric. The Congress wrote 

on Twitter that the salaried 

and middle classes waited in 

anticipation for a Budget to 

help them through their trou-

bles, but the Lollipop Budget 

has proved that time spent 

waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come 

under BJP rule is nothing but 

time wasted.”Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal dubbed the Union 

Budget as “disappointing” and 

said it has nothing for the com-

mon people.CPM general secretary Sita-

ram Yechury questioned the 

government on the purpose of 

the Budget and asked why the 

wealthy have not been taxed 

further. “Budget for whom? 

The richest 10% Indians own 

75% of the country’s wealth. 

The bottom 60% own less 

than 5%. Why are those who 

amassed super-profits during 

the pandemic, while jobless-

ness, poverty & hunger have 

grown, not being taxed more?” 

Yechury asked in a tweet.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 

Mayawati said the Budget 

has been brought to “woo the 

public with new promises” and 

alleged that the Centre has 

forgotten to implement its old 

announcements.Swaraj India president Yo-

gendra Yadav said  the gov-

ernment took its “revenge” on 

farmers for leading a successful 

movement against the now-

repealed farm laws. AGENCIES

Opposition leaders see Lollypop, 

Pegasus spin in govt blueprint‘Why are those who amassed wealth during the 
pandemic, while 

joblessness, poverty 
grew, not being taxed more?’

Following are the highlights of the 2022-23 Budget presented 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: 

HEALtH AND SANItAtIoN

  The Ministry of Ayush has got Rs 3,050 in the Union Budget 

2022-23, a slight increase of 2.69% from 2021-22 when 

Rs 2,970 crore was earmarked for the same.  

  Budget documents show that the spending on medical 

and public health has been reduced from Rs 74,820 crore 

in 2021-22 to Rs 41,011 crore in 2022-23 due to lower 

requirement of vaccination. 

  The health sector has been allocated Rs 86200.65 crore. 

This is an increase of 16 per cent over Rs 73,931 crore in 

2021-22.DEfENCE  The defence budget has been hiked to Rs 5.25 lakh crore 

from last year when the allocation was Rs 4.78 lakh crore. 

  The major thrust is on procurement of weapons and military 

platforms from domestic players as well as to involve them 

in defence research and development.

  According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 68% 

of the outlay for defence procurement will be set aside for 

buying from domestic industry and that 25% for defence 

research and development (R&D) will be kept for collabo-

ration with the private sector.

  An independent nodal umbrella body will be set up for 

private players to meet their requirements for testing and 

new technologies and to get the certification.

  The overall defence budget of 5,25,166 crore including 

Rs 1,19,696 crore for defence pensions is an increase of 

9.8% compared to last year’s total outlay. The defence 

budget excluding the pension component stands at Rs 

4,05,470 crore.
  Separately, Rs 20,100 crore has been set aside for the 

Ministry of Defence (civil).
EDuCAtIoN  The allocation for the education sector has been increased 

to Rs 1.04 lakh crore from Rs 93,224 crore (Budget esti-

mate) in 2021-22.
  The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, laid emphasis 

on digital modes of education to reverse learning losses 

caused by the Covid pandemic. The revised estimate for 

2021-22 is Rs 88,001 crore.

   ‘One class-one TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA will 

be expanded from 12 to 200 TV channels. This will enable 

all states to provide supplementary education in regional 

languages for Class I-XII.

  School education has got Rs 63,449.37 crore, SamagraShiksha 

Abhiyan Rs 37,383.36 crore, Kendriya Vidyalayas Rs 7,650 

crore and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas Rs 4,115 crore. 

Higher Education has been allocated Rs 40,828 crore 

AGrICuLturE  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare have 

got Rs 1,32,513 crore, which is a hike of 4.5 per cent than 

the  last year’s budgetary allocation. 

  Rs 6,407.31 crore has been kept aside for the Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. This is around 

44 per cent compared to the last year’s sum.

  The Food Processing Industry has been allocated   

Rs 2,941.99 crore, a hike of over 200 per cent.

  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Yojana has been allocat-

ed Rs 6,75,000 crore and crop insurance scheme  

Rs 15,500 crore.

* Barring diamond traders, the Budget has nothing much  

to offer to the jewellery industry.

  Headphones 
   Electronic toys

   Earphones 
  Unblended fuel

  Smart meters 
   Loudspeakers

  Imitation jewellery    Solar cells

   Solar modules 
   Umbrellas

   X-ray machines

  Phone camera lens   Apparel

  Phone charger 
  Frozen mussels

  Methyl alcohol 
   Cocoa beans

  Polished diamond*   Acetic acid

  Computer, laptop   Asafoetida

The highlighTs

NEWDELHI: Terming it a “zero-sum 

budget”, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 

alleged that the Union Budget 2022-23 

had nothing for those hailing from poor 

and middle class families. “There is despair 

all around our country, our youth have no 

future and once again the Modi govt’s budget completely 

ignores this painful reality,” he wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, taking a dig at him, Finance Minister Sith-

araman said Rahul, as a leader of the oldest political 

party, should understand what was being said. 

Nothing for poor, middle class: Rahul

MuMbAI:Presenting the Bud-

get, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman proposed to tax any 

income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset at 30 per cent 

and impose a 1 per cent tax de-

duction at source of transactions 

above a monetary threshold.
Sitharaman said it should 

not be seen as a step towards 

legalising or recognising crypto-

currencies. “There is a process of 

consultation, which is going on, 

about crypto,” she said.
Though it made some experts 

feel that the measure was a step 

towards legitimising it, a day 

later, Finance Secretary TV So-

manathan cleared the air that 

cryptocurrency would never be 

a legal tender. In an interview, 

Somanathan said just like gold 

and diamond, despite being 

valuable, are not a legal tender, 

private cryptocurrencies too will 

never be a legal tender.
Earlier, Sitharaman said tax-

ing the digital currencies was 

justified as there had been a 

phenomenal increase in trans-

actions in virtual digital assets, 

making it imperative to provide 

for a specific tax regime.
There will also be no deduc-

tion in respect of any expendi-

ture or allowance except the cost 

of acquisition while computing 

this income. Also, the loss from 

transfer of virtual digital assets 

cannot be set off against any 

other income. Estimates put 

the number of crypto investors 

between 1.5 and 2 crore.

In order to capture the trans-

action details, Sitharaman also 

proposed TDS on payment made 

for transfer of virtual digital at 

1%. Gift of virtual digital assets 

is also proposed to be taxed in 

the hands of the recipient, she 

said. Security agencies have ex-

pressed concerns over the mis-

use of digital coins on Dark Web 

for terror acts, drugs trafficking 

and money laundering.
“Virtual digital assets have 

gained tremendous popularity 

in recent times and the volumes 

of trading in such digital assets has 

increased substantially. Further, 

a market is emerging where pay-

ment for the transfer of a virtual 

digital asset can be made through 

another such asset. Accordingly, 

a new scheme to provide for taxa-

tion of such virtual digital assets 

has been proposed in the Bill,” the 

explanatory memorandum of the 

Finance Bill notes.  AGENCIES

30% tax, but crypto won’t be legal: Govt

New policy

FINaNCe SeCReTaRy TV SomaNaThaN SayS 
CRyPToCURReNCy, jUST 

lIke gold & dIamoNd, wIll 
NeVeR Be a legal TeNdeR

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi has said digital rupee, 

proposed in the Budget, can be ex-

changed for cash and will open new 

opportunities in the fintech sector.

While addressing the ‘Atmanirbha 

Arthavyavastha’ (self-reliant econ-

omy) symposium organised by the 

BJP, he said the central bank digital 

currency or the digital rupee will 

make online payments more se-

cure and risk free and boost digital 

economy in the years to come.
“The digital rupee will be the digital 

form of our physical rupee and will 

regulated by the RBI. This will be 

such a system that will enable ex-

change of physical currency with 

digital currency,” Modi said at the 

symposium, attended by senior party 

leaders.“Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) will strengthen the digital 

economy,” he added. AGENCIES

A lot more in fintech sector: PM
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Antier Solutions, one of the 
leading blockchain technol-
ogy companies, helps busi-
nesses across geographies 
and industries adopt the lat-
est technologies to stay ahead 
of the change. The company, 
under the aegis of Vikram 
R. Singh, provides a host of 
offerings including DeFi 2.0 
development, DAO develop-
ment, Metaverse development, 
NFT development, and crypto-
based end-to-end solutions. 
The company aims to assist 
enterprises navigate towards 
a decentralized world that is 
more transparent and enables 
secure internet of value. With 
this motto, their team employs 
a coherent roadmap to steer 
and expedite businesses’ digi-

tal transforma-
tion journeys.  

Antier is equipped with a 
team of seasoned blockchain 

engineers and subject 
matter experts who are fully 
committed to fostering the 
next generation of tech en-
trepreneurs. Mr. Singh shares 

that above 
all, his company promotes 

an environment of learning 
and innovation and each team 
member has an extensive focus 
on customer service and chal-
lenging the unknown.

Chhavi Bhatia

Considered boring and staid, 
tonic water, at best, is rel-
egated in a corner like any 
other alcohol accompaniment. 
Its best friend gin has had a 
successful experimental run 
over the years, and now it is 
tonic water’a moment in the 
sun. With multiple brands and 
flavours thronging the mar-
ket dime a dozen, you have a 
laundry list to choose from. 
Good part? A lot of them, 
like PEER, are home-grown 
brands pushing to topple su-
premacy or popular names 
like Schweppes. 

Launched by Leocorno En-
terprises, PEER is being touted 
as a luxury water tonic with 
varied flavour: Mint Tonic, 
Bitter Lemon Tonic, and a 
zero calorie and zero sugar 
tonic variant, which, Anant 
Jangwal, founder and CEO, 
PEER says is the first of its 
kind in India. 

In conversation with The 
Financial World: 

1. In a market relying heavily 
on ubiquitous brands like 
Schweppes, how does PEER 
plan to make a splash?
AJ: Catch and Schweppes are 
the only primary mass tonic 
water brands in India. PEER 
operates in the premium tonic 
water category where bou-
tique/craft brands operate, 
which is nascent. In fact, the 
premium category in India for 
tonics is merely three years old, 
and is fast growing owing to 
quality consciousness among 

urban consumers.
We, at PEER, want to spear-

head the premiumization of 
tonics in India. The more 
people know about the pros 
of premium tonics vs mass ton-
ics (that have 2x the amount of 
sugar), the more the premium 
tonic category will grow.

We also want the tonic wa-
ter category to compete with 
conventional soft drinks as an 
everyday beverage, and not just 
as a mixer. Our Bitter Lemon 
and Mint tonic variants were 
also curated keeping in mind 
a consumer segment that con-
sumers tonic water by itself.   

2. You have a “zero calorie 
and zero sugar” tonic wa-
ter. Are you using artificial 
sweeteners instead? Please 
explain the product.
AJ: Our Zero Cal. Indian 
Tonic variant is turning out 
to be the top selling sku, fol-
lowed by Bitter Lemon and 
Mint Tonic. PEER’s Zero Cal. 
(zero-sugar and zero-calorie) 

tonic is for diet-conscious con-
sumers, and is the first and 
only one of its kind in India. 
It is naturally sweetened with 
stevia leaf extract and is safe 
for diabetics too. 

We preferred it over hav-
ing artificial sweeteners as an 
ingredient such as aspartame, 
which can fluctuate one’s in-
sulin levels. PEER was able to 
harness the sweetness of ste-
via, and balance with quinine 
and complimentary flavours 
to craft a tonic which is not 
overpowering to one’s drink, 
and with extra fizz.

3. How are you achieving 
the various flavours in fla-
voured tonics? Botanicals 
or artificial?
AJ: PEER tonics are made 
with no artificial flavouring, 
sweeteners, or preservatives, 
and all-natural quinine.

4. Many indigenous brands 
are mushrooming fast. What 
makes PEER different? 

AJ: PEER has a differentiated 
brand positioning. While other 
competitors are positioned as 
classic brands, PEER is po-
sitioned as a contemporary 
lifestyle brand. This is show-
cased in the way the product 
looks and in all its marketing 
communication.

It is also the lowest calorie 
tonic water brand in India, 
with one variant having zero 
calories and zero sugar. PEER 
is the only brand in India to 
offer a 0 Cal. Indian Tonic wa-
ter. PEER offers Bitter Lemon 
Tonic Water, a variant that 
no other Indian-origin tonic 
water offers. Our products 
also contain 15 per cent more 
carbonation on average than 
the competition, which leads 
to more fizz and effervescence, 
possible via a thicker glass 
bottle.

 5. Are your tonics specific 
only for gins or are they ver-
satile to be used for other 
alcohol too?

We have kept our tonics 
versatile, although about 70 
per cent of the time when tonic 
is consumed, it is with gin. 
Bitter lemon tonic water is 
a variant which is a known 
mixer for both vodka and gin. 
Mint and Bitter Lemon also 
mix well with certain Tequilas 
and Rums.

We will be launching two 
new SKUs per year over the 
next four years in tonic water 
and related categories. The 
next variant we are working 
on is a known mixer for whisky 
or to be enjoyed as it is.

Sikh priests show the Guru Granth Sahib that was hit with a bullet fired by Indian Army during Operation Bluestar in 
1984 was brought out on display for devotees at Shaheedi Asthan,Baba Gurbaksh Singh in the Harmandir Sahib (Golden 
Temple) Complex on Thursday, ahead of the 38th anniversary of the Operation Blue Star.� PHOTOS-PRABHJOT GILL

Canadian rapper-singer Drake 
has paid a tribute to popular 
Punjabi singer Sidhu Moose-
wala, who was shot dead on 
Sunday by unidentified assail-
ants in Punjab’s Mansa district.

The 27-year-old singer, also 
a Congress leader, was killed 
a day after the state govern-
ment curtailed his security 
cover. Drake took to his Insta-
gram Stories on Sunday night 
to remember Moosewala. “RIP 

MOOSE @sidhu_moosewala,” 
he captioned a picture of the “So 
High” hitmaker with his mother. 
In 2020, Drake made head-
lines when he started following 
Moosewala on Instagram.

Moosewala, who counted 
Drake as one of his music influ-
ences and followed him on social 
media, was a regular performer 
at live shows in Canada.

Indian stars such as Ran-
veer Singh, Vicky Kaushal, Diljit 

Dosanjh, and composer Salim 
Merchant also paid homage to 
Moosewala.

Singh and Kaushal took to 
their Instagram accounts and 
quoted the refrain from the late 
singer’s song “Dil Da Ni Mada”.

Singh, who performed at the 
Indian Premier League closing 
ceremony on Sunday in Ahmed-
abad, also shared Moosewala’s 
picture on his Instagram Stories 
and captioned it: “IMMOR-
TAL”.

Calling Moosewala a talented 
artiste, Dosanjh said he was 
heartbroken by the singer’s 
death. “Heartbreaking news.. 
He was a talented boy. I never 
met him but his hard work 
spoke a lot. No doubt. It’s very 
hard for parents... A bad day for 
the music industry,” the actor-
singer wrote in Romanised 
Punjabi.

‘Brahmastra’ makers 
reveal first look of 
major characters

“Brahmastra” team on Tuesday 
released the first looks of megastar 
Amitabh Bachchan, Nagarjuna 
Akkineni and Mouni Roy from 
the much-anticipated fantasy 
adventure movie. 

The special video, also starring 
Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt, 
was shared by director of the film 
Ayan Mukerji and Dharma Pro-
ductions on the ninth anniversary 
of the filmmaker’s blockbuster hit 
“Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani”. Set 
to a rousing background score and 
loaded with VFX, the 32-second-
long clip teases the world of “Brah-
mastra Part One: Shiva”.

The teaser features high-octane 
action sequences as well as emo-
tional moments. While details of 
Bachchan and Akkieneni’s charac-
ters are under wraps, it is known 
that Roy, known for TV show 
“Naagin” and films like “Gold” and 
“Made in China”, will be playing 
the antagonist in the movie.

“Brahmastra Part One: Shiva” 
will release theatrically in Hindi, 
Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and 
Kannada on September 9, 2022. 
It is a joint production of Star Stu-
dios, Dharma Productions, Prime 
Focus and Starlight Pictures. The 
first trailer of the film will come 
out on June 15.

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh

ZODIAC Clothing Company Ltd, 
India’s finest clothing for men has 
strengthened its retail presence in 
Punjab & Haryana. ZCCL* has 
moved swiftly after the pandemic 
to secure prime locations across 
the two states. Their 14 company-
operated stores are home to 3 pre-
mium, menswear brands, each 
clearly positioned to address a spe-
cific target consumer. ZODIAC, for 
the classic yet contemporary male’s 
corporate wardrobe; ZOD! Club 
Wear for the trendy, fashionable 
male; z3 Relaxed Luxury casual 
wear for those who don’t need to 
dress formal. 

The latest on offer at these 

stores are the ZODIAC “Silk 
Touch” Vivace & Barboni col-
lections, Positano Linen shirts 
crafted from Flax from Normandy 
France coupled with Madras 
Checks, Seersucker & Polo shirts 
from z3 

The ZODIAC customers in Pun-
jab & Haryana are spoilt for choice 
with 2 showrooms in Chandigarh 
at Sector 17 E & the most popular 
Elante Mall. The company has also 
opened stores in Amritsar at Mall 
of Amritsar; Ambala Prem Nagar; 

Bhatinda Mall Road; Dehradun 
Rajpur Road; Faridabad Crown 
Interiorz Mall; Gurugram MGF 
Mall; Jalandhar Model Town; 
Ludhiana at Mall Road & The 
Boulevard Mall, Mall Road; Moga 
Partap Road; Panchkula SCO 344 
& in Sangrur, Qila Market 

Commenting on this Mr. 
Salman Noorani (Vice Chairman 
& Managing Director ZCCL*) 
said, “Punjab & Haryana have 
always been strategic markets 
for us with tremendous customer 
loyalty. With retail spaces open-
ing up post-pandemic we want 
to secure even more locations 
across the two states so that our 
consumers in the state can expe-
rience ZODIAC Store and our 
brands in their own city”.  

Journey of India’s 
cultural revival will 
take it back to glory 
days: Amit Shah

Asserting that an era of cultural 
revival began in India in 2014, 
when Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi led the BJP to power, 
Home Minister Amit Shah has 
said this journey will take the 
country to heights of glory it 
enjoyed earlier.

In a brief speech after watch-
ing Akshay Kumar-starrer 
‘Samrat Prithviraj’ at a spe-
cial screening in the national 
capital on Wednesday night, 
Shah said after overcoming 
numerous adversities, India’s 
pride, culture and innate faith 
is now on course to be where it 
was long back when it showed 
the way to the world.

Prithviraj Chauhan’s war 
with Muhammad Ghori was 
a part of a long journey which 
began in 1025, an apparent 
reference to Mahmud Ghaz-
ni’s attack on Gujarat and 
plunder of Somnath temple, 
and ended in 1947 with India 
becoming independent, the 
home minister said, adding 
that he has been a keen stu-
dent of history.

Many invaders attacked 
India and its culture, and the 
fight against them never ended, 
he said, naming several kings 
from different regions who 
battled with them and worked 
to “preserve and conserve” In-
dian culture.

Praising the movie’s depic-
tion of Prithviraj, considered 
by many the last great Hindu 
king who reigned in Delhi 
before the Islamic conquest 
and Prithviraj Raso, the epic 
biographical poem on which 
it is based, Shah said “an epic 
can at times ignite pride and 
mass awareness that hundreds 
of books cannot”. 

Indian legend Viswanathan 
Anand continued his winning 
run in the Classical section of the 
Norway Chess tournament here 
as he defeated China’s Wang Hao 
in the third round to remain on 
top of the standings.

The 52-year-old Anand won 
the Armageddon (sudden death 
game) early on Friday after the 
regular classical match was 
drawn after 39 moves. The Ar-
mageddon saw the former world 
champion pip Hao in 44 moves 
to take his points tally to 7.5. He 
is followed by American Wesley 
So, who is on 6 points, and world 

No.1 Magnus Carlsen (5.5). This 
is the Indian ace’s third straight 
win in the Classical section af-
ter having beaten Frenchman 
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave and 
Veselin Topalov (Bulgaria) in 
the first two rounds.

Carlsen bounced back to win 
against Teimour Radjabov after 

having lost in the second round 
to So via the Armageddon.

In the other matches of the 
day, Vachier-Lagrave defeated 
Norwegian Aryan Tari and An-
ish Giri shared points with So, 
drawing the classical and Arma-
geddon games while Shakhriyar 
Mamedyarov topped Topalov in 
the sudden death. In the ongoing 
Norway Chess tournament, the 
players take part in a Armaged-
don (sudden death) in case of 
a draw in the classical game. 
American star So had won the 
Blitz event which preceded the 
Classical section.

Mumbai: Aamir Khan›s upcom-
ing film ‹Laal Singh Chaddha›, 
the trailer of which was released 
recently, is Aamir Khan›s labour 

of love and persistence as the ac-
tor invested 14 years of his life to 
make the film.

The production of the film was 

never time-bound and the makers 
gave the film a free space to grow, 
thrive, press, and bend. At a media 
event, Aamir Khan spoke about 
the film›s journey as he told the 
media that the idea for the film 
came to him from ‹Delhi 6› ac-
tor Atul Kulkarni back in 2008 
after the premiere of ‹Jaane Tu 
Ya Jaane Na›.

Atul Kulkarni had proposed 
an Indian adaptation of ‹Forrest 
Gump› to Aamir Khan and that 
was when the first thought of the 
film was seeded. After that, Aamir 
approached the makers of ‹For-
rest Gump› to acquire the rights 
to the film, a process which took 
10 years as Robert Zemeckis, the 
director of the 1994 Tom Hanks 
classic, was not ready to give up 
the rights of the film.

Aamir then approached leg-
endary director Steven Spielberg 
who has been Zemeckis›s mentor. 
Eventually, the makers secured 
the rights of the film but then the 
pandemic took a toll on the film 
and it got delayed. While time 
tested Aamir, his patience became 
his only pursuit which helped him 
complete the film despite the long-
standing wait of 14 years.

‹Laal Singh Chaddha›, pro-
duced by Aamir Khan Productions, 
Kiran Rao, and Viacom18 Studios, 
also stars Kareena Kapoor Khan, 
Mona Singh, and Naga Chaitanya. 
The film is set to arrive in cinemas 
on August 11.

Pooja Hegde
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upcoming film

Laal Singh 
Chaddha’

tested Aamir’s patience as it 
was in the works for 14 years
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There’s flavour in my tonic water

Pooja Hegde, who was 
rumoured to be playing 
the female lead oppo-
site Telugu superstar 

Pawan Kalyan in his upcom-
ing film ‘Bhavadeeyudu Bhagat 
Singh, ‘ has “dropped out”.

According to Telugu sources, 
the ‘Radhe Shyam’ actress has 
opted out of the biggie, be-
cause it has been postponed, 
and she cannot plan her dates 
with ambiguity. ‘Bhavadeeyudu 
Bhagat Singh’, directed by Har-
ish Shankar of ‘Gabbar Singh’ 
fame, is in the works for Pawan 

Kalyan, who is yet to complete 
his other long-awaited projects 
(‘Hari Hara Veera Mallu’).

It’s risky for a rising star like 
Pooja Hegde to give her dates 
without first getting confirma-
tion on her working schedules, 
as she might miss out on other 
opportunities. The ‘Beast’ actress 
is currently filming her next film 
with Salman Khan, ‘Kabhi Eid 
Kabhi Diwali.’ Pooja has also 
bagged an offer to appear in Ma-
hesh Babu’s next, under the di-
rection of ‘Ala Vaikunthapuramu 
Loo’ fame Trivikram Srinivas.

ZODIAC Clothing operates 14 stores across Punjab & Haryana

Vikram R Singh, 

founder and CEO, 

Antier Solutions


