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ED issues fresh summons 
to Sonia Gandhi, asks her 
to join probe by mid-July

New Delhi: Congress Presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on Thursday 
was served a fresh notice by the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
to join the probe by mid-July in 
the National Herald case.

On Wednesday, she wrote 
to the ED about her illness 
and requested them to defer 
the questioning, which was 
accepted by the probe agency.

«She was suffering with Covid 
complications and was not fit 
for questioning, « said a source.

Sonia Gandhi, who was un-
dergoing treatment at Delhi›s 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, was 
discharged on Monday. She 
was admitted to the hospital 
on June 12 after she developed 
bleeding from the nose on June 
12. She was tested positive for 
Covid on June 2.

Security forces have killed 
seven militants, including four 
Pakistani nationals in three 
counterinsurgency operations 
in Kupwara, Kulgam and Pul-
wama districts of Kashmir in 
less than 24 hours, officials 
said on Monday. 

“24 terrorists killed in 20 
days, ahead of Yatra anti-
terror operations intensified. 
Total 114 terrorists including 
32 Pakistani terrorists killed 
in Kashmir valley this year 
so far,” IGP Kashmir Vijay 
Kumar said. 

“Four Pakistani terrorists af-
filiated with Lashkar-i-Toiba 
have been killed in Kupwara 
Lolab Encounter, we are still 
searching the area, besides 

in Kulgam 2 terrorist each of 
Lashkar and Jaish were killed 
and one unidentified terrorist 
was killed in Pulwama. All 
operations were carried jointly 
with the army on a specific 
input generated by Jammu 
Kashmir police,” IGP added. 

Kumar further said that 
among seven killed militants, 
five were linked with Lashkar-
i-Toiba, one with JeM and  
four have been identified as 
Pakistani and three local.

1984 anti-Sikh riots: 
Five more arrested 
in Kanpur
An SIT probing the 1984 
anti-Sikh riots cases has ar-
rested five more people who 
were part of a mob that had 
set a house ablaze during the 
violence, which had left 127 
dead here.

Till now, the Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) has ar-
rested 11 people in connection 
with the violence that took 
place following the assassina-
tion of the then prime minister 
Indira Gandhi by her Sikh 
bodyguards. The fresh arrests 
were made on Wednesday. 
The SIT was formed by the Ut-
tar Pradesh government three 
years ago to re-investigate the 
cases related to the riots.

NewDelhi: A new conflict 
has erupted between Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal and Lieutenant Governor 
Vinai Kumar Saxena, sources 
informed on Friday.

According to the sources, 
the Lieutenant Governor 
has withheld some files of 
the Chief Minister for three 
weeks, which were necessary 
for his Singapore visit.

Arvind Kejriwal was to 
speak about the Delhi model 
at the World Cities Summit, 

which is scheduled to be held 
in Singapore from July 31 to 
August 3.

“High Commissioner of 
Singapore Simon Wang had 
invited CM Kejriwal recently. 
The file related to which was 
withheld by the LG House for 
the last three weeks. Usually, 
the files related to the Chief 
Minister’s visits are sent back 
to the Delhi government in 
1 to 2 days, it has been kept 
on hold for three weeks,” 
sources said.

New Delhi: “Satyamev Jay-
ate” was the unanimous reaction 
of BJP leaders on Friday after 
the Supreme Court upheld the 
SIT’s clean chit to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 63 others in 
the Gujarat riots of 2002, when 
he was the state’s chief minister, 
and dismissed a plea by Congress 
leader Ehsan Jafri’s wife Zakia 
alleging a larger conspiracy.

Union minister Anurag 
Thakur said,”Satyamev Jayate! 
Supreme Court of India gives 
a clean chit and has dismissed 
the plea filed by Zakia Jafri chal-
lenging the SC-appointed Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) report 
on post-Godhra violence in Gu-
jarat. The Supreme Court says 

the petition 
is without 
merit.” “Saty-
amev Jayate,” 
(Truth alone 
triumphs) 
was how 

another Union minister Smriti 
Irani put it while party spokes-
person Sambit Patra also tweeted 
the same expression.

BJP secretary Y Satya Kumar 
claimed that Congress’ last at-
tempt to malign PM Modi has 
fallen flat and justice prevailed as 
he cited the top court’s observa-
tion that Zakia Jafri’s appeal was 
devoid of merits and deserved to 
be dismissed.

Bringing the curtains down 

on the bid to reopen the probe, 
a bench headed by Justice A M 
Khanwilkar said the material 
collected during the investigation 
does not “give rise to strong or 
grave suspicion regarding hatch-
ing of larger criminal conspiracy 
at the highest level” for causing 
mass violence against Muslims.

The bench, also comprising 
Justices Dinesh Maheshwari and 
C T Ravikumar, termed Zakia 
Jafri’s plea devoid of merit. It 
spoke of “the devious stratagem 
to keep the pot boiling, obviously, 
for ulterior design” and noted 
that all those involved in “such 
abuse of process need to be in 
the dock and proceeded with 
in accordance with law”.

New Delhi:   The BJP on 
Tuesday announced the name 
of former Jharkhand Governor 
Draupadi Murmu as its Presi-
dential candidate.

BJP chief J.P. Nadda an-
nounced Murmu›s name dur-
ing a press conference at the 
party headquarters here. The 
decision was taken by the BJP 
Parliamentary board, the party›s 
top decision making body.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union ministers Amit 
Shah, Rajnath Singh and Nitin 
Gadkari, Nadda and Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan were present 
at the meeting. Announcing 

Murmu›s name, Nadda said 
that the BJP is trying to build a 
consensus among all the parties.

«After opposition parties an-
nounced their candidate, the 
BJP, after talking to all the NDA 

allies, decided to field Murmu as 
its Presidential candidate. De-
tailed discussions were held on 
20 names and a consensus was 
built that someone from the East 
and from the tribal community 

must be made the President of 
India. After discussions, the 
Parliamentary board decided 
to name Draupadi Murmu as 
the Presidential candidate, « 
Nadda said.

Earlier on Tuesday, the oppo-
sition parties announced former 
Union minister Yashwant Sinha 
as their consensus candidate for 
the post of President. «We (oppo-
sition parties) have unanimously 
decided that Yashwant Sinha 
will be our common candidate 
for the Presidential election, « 
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh 
told mediapersons soon after the 
meeting of opposition parties 
held at the Parliament Annexe.

Chidambaram targets govt 
over state of economy

Senior Congress leader P Chi-
dambaram on Friday criticised 
the government over the state 
of the Indian economy, ask-
ing if it was in the “pink of 
health” after high fiscal deficit, 
inflation, and the depreciating 
value of the Rupee.

He also questioned the gov-
ernment for “backsliding on 
the fiscal deficit target for the 
current year. “Within months 
of setting the FD target at 6.4 
per cent for 2022-23, govern-
ment is backsliding. Now, Gov-
ernment is saying it will ‘try to 
keep the FD at 6.7 per cent’, 
same as the level in 2021-22,” 
the former finance minister 
said on Twitter.

“High FD, high inflation, 
huge FPI outflows, depreci-
ating rupee, depletion of forex 
reserves -- what do they point 
to? Is the Indian economy in 
the pink of health,” he ques-
tioned.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
performed Yoga along with 
thousands of participants at 
a mass demonstration in the 
backdrop of the iconic Mysuru 
Palace here on Tuesday and said 
the physical fitness regime was 
forming a basis for cooperation 
among countries, and that it 
can become a problem-solver.

Leading the main event of 
the International Day of Yoga 
(IDY) here, Modi said Yoga 
brings peace to our universe 
and gave the hope of a healthy 
life to humanity.

“Yoga brings peace for us, the 
peace from Yoga is not only for 
individuals, Yoga brings peace 
to our society, nation, the world 
and the universe,” Modi said, 
quoting rishis, maharshis and 
acharyas.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the grand event here, he said, 

“this might feel like an extreme 
thought to someone, but our 
sages have answered this in a 
simple mantra- that this whole 
universe starts from our own 
body and soul. The universe 

starts from us and Yoga makes 
us conscious of everything 
within us and builds a sense 
of awareness.”

Stating that things start with 
self-awareness and proceed to 
awareness of the world, he said, 

“when we become aware of our-
selves and our world, we begin 
to spot the things that need to 
be changed both in ourselves 
and in the world. They may be 
individual problems or global 
problems like climate change 
and international conflicts.”

Noting that spiritual centres 
like Mysuru have nurtured the 
energy of Yoga for centuries, 
Modi said, today that energy 
was giving direction for world 
health.

Agnipath scheme : 
Reform was long pending, 
no place for protesters in 
army: Lt Gen Anil Puri

New Delhi:  Lt. General 
Anil Puri, Additional Secretary, 
Department of Military Affairs, 
on Sunday said that reform 
was long pending in the de-
fence recruitment process, and 
vandalism and protesters have 
no place in the Army.

Before launching the new 
recruitment scheme, two years 
of study was undertaken to 
decide on the lowering of age, 
he said.

«We want to bring youthful-
ness and experience with this 
reform. Today, a large number 
of jawans are in their 30s and 
officers are getting command 
much later than in the past, 
« said Additional Secretary 
while addressing media here 
on the Agnipath scheme. He 
said, «We have been planning 
this since 1984 and now have 
come up with this idea. The 
reservation for retired army 
personnel was pre-planned.»

Lt. Gen. Anil Puri said 
that the ‹Agniveers› would 
get the same allowance in 
areas like Siachen and other 
places which are applicable 
to the regular soldiers serving 
at present. There will be no 
discrimination against them 
in the service conditions, he 
added. «Agniveers› will get a 
compensation for Rs 1 crore 
if he sacrifices his life in ser-
vice of the nation, « he added 
further. 

Several major opposition parties, 
including the Congress, the NCP 
and the TMC, on Tuesday picked 
former Union minister Yash-
want Sinha as their candidate 
for the July 18 presidential polls.

Opposition leaders, who gath-
ered at the Parliament annexe for 
the meeting convened by NCP 
chief Sharad Pawar to decide 
on a common candidate for the 
much discussed presidential 
election, unanimously agreed 

on Sinha’s name.
The veteran politician, who 

has stepped aside from the 
Trinamool Congress and was 

earlier with the BJP, will file his 
nomination papers on June 27.

“We regret Modi government 
made no serious effort to have 
consensus on a presidential can-
didate,” Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh, who read out a joint 
statement after the meeting, said. 
He noted that the initiative to 
have a consensus candidate for 
the highest office of the Republic 
should have been taken by the 
government.

SATISH HANDA
 

Ministry of Railways has decided 
to launch ‘One Station One Prod-
uct’ scheme to promote the sale of 
indigenously manufactured prod-
ucts at sales counter to be set up at 
nearly 5328 railway stations across 
the country aiming to wipe out  
imported products mainly from 
China flooded in domestic markets. 
According to Hari Mohan Senior 
DCM Ambala Rail Division, good 
response was seen during a trial at 
few railway stations in the division 
for sale of local products. He said, 
decision has been taken initially 
such counters will be set up at 
selected railway station in Hary-
ana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jammu-Kashmir and U.P under 
Ambala rail division in order to 
see the response and in case the 

scheme proves successful such sale 
counters will be opened in 5328 
railway stations across the country 
for which decision has been taken 
to charge Rs 1000 rent for each 
counter for period of 15 days. The 
proposal will not only boost sale of 
locally manufactured products but 
also have ban over sale of imported 
products especially from China in 

the country.
Senior DCM Ambala rail divi-

sion told that Ministry of Rail-
ways has already sent direction 
as regard this proposal to all 16 
railway zones to identify railway 
stations where the scheme has to 
be launched in the beginning in 
which private organizations as 
well as co-operative societies may 

contribute their services by open-
ing their sale counters at railway 
stations all over in he country. He 
said, in case there is more than 
one proposal received from ap-
plicants willing to set up a stall at 
a railway station the allotment will 
be made on the basis of draw. He 
told that after allotment of counter 
at a railway station the party will 
have to submit a affidavit not to 
over charge or violate directions 
enabling to harm the image of 
railway department. He said, in 
a trial made in this regard at few 
prominent railway stations it was 
observed earning ranging between 
Rs 800 to Rs 1200 each coun-
ter daily was obtained at a small 
railway station, whereas earnings 
ranging worth thousands of rupees 
each stall every day were obtained 
at prominent railway stations.

NCP president SharadPawar 
on Friday evening met Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister Ud-
dhav Thackeray at the latter’s 
residence amid the political 
crisis caused by Sena leader 
EknathShinde’s rebellion.

State NCP president Jayant-
Patil and Deputy Chief Minister 
AjitPawar accompanied Pawar 
as he arrived at `Matoshree’, 
Thackeray’s private residence 

in Bandra area.
A day before, AjitPawar had 

said the NCP will do all it can 
to save the ruling alliance of 
the Sena, NCP and Congress.

SharadPawar had made it 
clear that the fate of the coali-
tion government will be decided 
on the floor of the Maharashtra 
Assembly and not at a hotel in 
Guwahati where Shinde and his 
supporters are camping.

‘Degrees from Delhi 
Sports University will help 
sportspersons get jobs’

Degrees from Delhi Sports 
University will help sportsper-
sons looking for jobs get em-
ployment, said Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal at an event 
on Friday. He was felicitating 
60 sportspersons who have 
received financial assistance 
collectively amounting to Rs 
9.5 crore under its Mission 
Excellence scheme.

“We have started a new 
sports university and we have 
done a tie-up with the Univer-
sity of East London. This tie-
up will facilitate great coaches, 
guidance, and SOPs… The 
students there will be prepared 
for BA Sports, BA cricket, BA 
kabaddi. A big problem is that 
if a sportsperson’s studies get 
neglected because of sports, 
and if sports doesn’t work out 
for them, they don’t even get 
jobs. 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
on Wednesday alleged that the 
Centre was “weakening” the 
army through the ‘Agnipath’ 
scheme, and said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will have to 
withdraw the military recruit-
ment initiative just like the farm 
laws were rolled back.

The former Congress chief 
also thanked party workers for 
their support during his ques-
tioning by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate in the National Herald 
case, and said he was not alone 
during the questioning but all 
those fighting for democracy 
were with him.

The biggest issue in the 
country is of jobs and the gov-

ernment has broken the “spine 
of the country” by harming 
small and medium business-
es, Gandhi said, addressing 
Congress parliamentarians 
and legislators from across 
the country who converged at 
the party headquarters here 
to express solidarity with him 
after he was questioned by 
the ED.

Breaking his silence after his 
government was pushed to the 
brink of collapse by rebel Shiv 
Sena leader Eknath Shinde, Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray on Wednesday said he 
was ready to quit his post if the 
rebel MLAs tell him that they 
don’t want him to continue as 

CM.
In a 17-min-

ute-long web-
cast, Thacker-
ay who tested 
positive for 
COVID-19 

earlier in the day, said he was 
ready to give up the post of Shiv 

Sena president as well if Shiv 
Sainiks feel that he isn’t capable 
of heading the party.

Why make statements from 
Surat and other places? Come 
and tell me to my face that I am 
incompetent to handle the posts 
of chief minister and Shiv Sena 
president. 

India sends earthquake 
relief assistance to 
Afghanistan
India on Thursday sent relief 
materials to the earthquake-hit 
people of Afghanistan.

The aid was sent a day after 
India said it is committed to 
provide assistance and support 
to Afghanistan in its “hour of 
need” after the war-torn country 
was hit by a powerful earth-
quake that killed around 1,000 
people. “First consignment of 
India’s earthquake relief as-
sistance for the people of Af-
ghanistan reaches Kabul. Being 
handed over by the Indian team 
there. Further consignment 
follows,” External Affairs Min-
istry Spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi tweeted. Afghanistan’s 
Bakhtar News Agency reported 
that more than 1,000 people 
were killed and over 1500 oth-
ers injured in the earthquake 
on Wednesday that majorly hit 
the eastern Paktika province.

Delhi Lt Governor withheld 
‘Necessary’ files from Delhi CM

Gujarat Riots: SC Confirms Clean Chit to PM Modi

The CBI has started inqui-
ries into alleged corruption in 
the export of Tuna fish from 
Lakshadweep to a Sri Lankan 
company represented by Ab-
dul Razaq, nephew of a Lok 
Sabha member, officials said.

They said no payments 
were received by the Lakshad-
weep Cooperative Marketing 
Federation (LCMF) for the 
exports, causing a huge loss 
to the federation and local 
fishermen.

A 25-member CBI team 
headed by a DIG-rank officer 
is stationed in Lakshadweep 
and carrying out joint surprise 
checks in coordination with 
the islands’ vigilance depart-
ment in the alleged scam and 
irregularities in other depart-
ments, they said.

Sources said the CBI 
dispatched the team after 
large-scale corruption in the 
affairs of Lakshadweep Co-
operative Marketing Federa-
tion (LCMF), Public Works 

Department, Khadi Board 
Cooperative Society, Animal 
Husbandry Department and 
the Fisheries Department was 
reported to the agency.

It was alleged some public 
representatives and public 
servants colluded with each 
other to facilitate the export of 
Tuna fish, carrying an average 
international price of Rs 400 
per kg, procured from local 
fishermen through LCMF, to 
a Colombo-based company 
named SRT General Mer-
chants which was represented 
by Razaq, they said.

BJP names Draupadi Murmu as its Presidential candidate PM leads Yoga Day celebrations, says 
it is forming basis for int’l cooperation

Oppn parties pick Yashwant Sinha as their joint candidate for president

Sharad Pawar meets 
Uddhav Thackeray

CBI begins inquiries into 
Tune fish export ‘scam’

PM Modi will have to withdraw 
‘Agnipath’ scheme: Rahul

Uddhav ready to quit as CM, would like to see a Shiv Sainik as successor

Seven militants including 4 
Pakistanis killed in Kashmir

Railways to promote sale of local products at 5328 railway stations
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Chandigarh:  The ruling 
BJP-Jannayak Janata Party 
(JJP) combine in Haryana 
swept the municipal polls, 
winning seats of 25 presidents 
out of 46.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 
in its maiden fray in the mu-
nicipal polls, saw first victory by 
wining the president›s post in 
the Ismailabad municipal com-
mittee in Kurukshetra district. 
Nineteen Independents also 
elected presidents. One seat 
went to the Indian National 
Lok Dal. The main opposition 
Congress did not contest the 
elections on party symbol.

The polls were held on Sun-
day for the 18 municipal councils 

and 28 municipal committees 
in the state. Of the 28 munici-
pal committees, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) won 12, the 
JJP two, the AAP one while 
Independents have won 13. In 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar›s home turf, the BJP 
faced humiliation by winning 

won one of the four municipal 
committee president posts in 
Karnal district. It lost three seats 
to Independent candidates.

The BJP-JJP alliance fielded 
candidates for Assandh, Gha-
ruanda and Taraori municipal 
committees, while the fourth 
Nissing committee was contest-

ed by a BJP rebel who contested 
as an Independent. BJP›s Happy 
Luck Gupta won the Gharaunda 
municipal committee president›s 
post by a slender margin of 31 
votes over AAP›s Surinder Sin-
gla. Gupta polled 5, 108 votes. 
Election Commissioner Dhanpat 
Singh said there were 456 wards 
in 18 municipal councils, includ-
ing 54 reserved for the Scheduled 
Castes and 123 women.

Similarly, out of a total of 
432 wards in the municipality, 
53 reserved for the Scheduled 
Castes and 116 for women. He 
expressed gratitude to all po-
litical parties, candidates, the 
public and the administration 
for participating in the elections.

Satish Handa

Former Haryana Chief 
Minister Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda also leader of oppo-
sition in Haryana Vidhan 
Sabha strongly condemned 
Kuldeep Bishnoi Congress 
MLA from Adampur Vid-
han Sabha constituency for 
cross voting against Congress 
contestant as a result senior 
Congress leader Ajay Makan 
was defeated in recent Rajya 
Sabha polls. Prior to polls, 
Bishnoi said that he will use 
his vote in favour of candidate 
according to his conscious as 
such he was expelled from the 
party by Congress high com-
mand allegedly ceoss voting 
Congress candidate in recent 
Rajya Sabha polls.   Com-

ments war started between 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, 
HPCC president Udai Bhan 
and Kuldeep Bishnoi when 
Hooda challenged Bishnoi 
to resign and contest bi-polls 
against Congress candidate 
from Adampur constituency 
making allegations on him 
for ditching the party gave 
him name and fame.

However, Kuldeep Bishnoi 
accepting Hooda’s challenge 
said that he is ready to submit 
his resignation from Adam-
pur Vidhan Sabha seat  and 
contest bi-polls from this 
seat again in case he (Hooda) 
himself or his son Deepender 
Hooda contest poll against 
him after submitting their 
resignation when they will 
come to know their popular-
ity in Haryana state. Point-
ing at HPCC president Udai 
Bhan also made remarks 
against him Bishnoi said 
that his father Ch. Gaya Lal 
was a political agent and a 
opportunist in the habit of 
frequently changing politi-
cal parties according to his 
convenience.

Satish Handa

In view of municipal polls held on 
June 19 in Haryana state ruling 
BJP government has assured as 
many as 27 welfare schemes to be 
implemented in every municipal 
area across the state in its poll 
manifesto released at BJP office 
Chandigarh, especially in rural 
areas attached to municipal com-
mittees in urban areas all over in 
he state in recent past to keep 
Haryana neat, clean and green as-
suring to provide all basic facilities 
made available by the government 
to residents.

Ruling state government has 
constituted a scheme to open 

Night Food Streets in every town 
in the state to make available nutri-
ent, hygienic food at most reason-
able rates to the people round the 
clock including during night hours 
all over in the state. Among other 
few welfare schemes in BJP poll 
manifesto include regularization 
of all illegally developed residential 
colonies located in municipal ar-
eas, besides developing new sectors 

on the basis of land pooling policy 
in every town across the state.

Although, both alliance partners 
in ruling government in Haryana 
state  BJP and JJP contested pres-
ent polls jointly, but BJP released 
poll manifesto having  photo-
graphs of Chief Minister Mano-
har Lal Khatter and BJP State 
President Om Parkash Dhankad 
along with the photographs of 
Vinod Tawde, Prime Minister Na-
render Modi  and J.P. Nadda only 
in it  compiled by Kulbhushan Goel 
Municiapal Mayor Panchkula, 
Madan Chauhan Municia; Corpo-
ration Mayor Yamunanagar and 
Jawahar Saini former Chairman 
Forest Development Corporation.

Chandigarh:   In a first 
in the country, Haryana Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar on Tuesday announced 
guaranteed government jobs 
to Agniveers.

The Chief Minister said 
Haryana is the first state 
to ensure such jobs for the 
youth. «The state govern-
ment is always working for 
the betterment of the people 
by taking decisions in public 
interest.»

He said the youth who 
would come out after joining 
the army under the Agnipath 
scheme would be given Group 
C or Haryana Police jobs.

The Chief Minister was ad-
dressing a function organised 

in Bhiwani on the eighth In-
ternational Day of Yoga.

He also dedicated 337 well-
ness centres to the state.

The Chief Minister said it 
is a matter of pride to get a 
job in the army. Therefore, 
75 per cent of the youth who 

will retire under the Agnipath 
scheme will be guaranteed 
jobs in Haryana.

«This is a unique gift for 
Agniveers. This will increase 
the interest of the youth in 
the army, « he said.

The Chief Minister said 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has brought about a 
radical change in the Indian 
Army.

«Now the army will be 
further equipped on techni-
cal grounds. This will give 
opportunities to the youth 
of 10th to 12th standards. 
Thus Agnipath is a better 
scheme not only for the youth 
but also for the army, « he  
added.

Satish Handa
Ambala

Talking to media persons here, 
newly elected Rajya Sabha 
Member of Parliament Kar-
tikeya Sharma said, he has 
decided to legally adopt Am-
bala on a priority basis ad-
mitting that he has reached 
Rajya Sabha with the help 
of many MLAs. He assured 
to work whole-heartedly for 
youth’s welfare as well as for 
education sector and fight for 
all issues of people related to 
Haryana, be it SYL canal wa-
ter or any other issue related 
to Haryana state. Kartikeya 
said, the dreams of people in 
Ambala district for setting up 
Institute of Management and 
Technology are much awaited 
since a long time and people 
of the area have been aspiring 
to this dream for the last over 
a decade. Kartikeya said, he 
respects the sentiments of the 
people and have full faith that 
the ruling BJP government will 
get IMT installed in Ambala 
and in the Rajya Sabha also 

he will raise the demand for 
establishing IMT at an early.

While answering media 
question of joining BJP, Kar-
tikeya said that he has reached 
Rajya Sabha as an independent 
candidate and in such a situa-
tion he can only remain inde-
pendent as per the legal pro-
visions. At the same time, he 
said that as BJP has supported 
him, he will also support BJP. 
He said that he is influenced 
by the policies of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and has 
come into politics only after 
being influenced by his poli-
cies. Kartikeya Sharma said, as 
regard employment opportuni-
ties for youths, there is more 
scope for jobs in private sector 

than in government. He said 
that for the last 5 years, he 
has been working to provide 
employment to the youths and 
is confident that he will work 
with the central government 
to provide more employment 
opportunities to youths. He 
said, many companies have 
come into the education sec-
tor and are making a lot of 
money out of this business. 
Kartikeya said, government is 
working to provide free educa-
tion to the people with a target 
to provide free education to 
one lakh children. He said, 
it is our endeavour that we 
can provide free education to 
50 thousand children hailing 
from Haryana. 

Congress appoints 
Kumari Selja as 
Member CWC

Senior Congress leader and for-
mer Union Minister Kumari 
Selja has been appointed as the 
Member of the Congress Work-
ing Committee. She expressed 
gratitude towards the Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi and Ra-
hul Gandhi for her appointment. 
She said that the she will handle 
with full devotion the responsibil-
ity entrusted to her by the party 
high command and will continue 
to work to strengthen the party. 
Kumari Selja said that today every 
section was suffering due to the 
anti-people attitude of the present 
central government. This govern-
ment was conspiratorially making 
policies to harass the countrymen. 
Earlier a conspiracy was hatched 
to ruin the farmers by introducing 
the anti-agriculture black laws. 
After recognizing this conspiracy, 
the farmers protested and the 
government withdrew the anti-
agriculture black laws. Hundreds 
of farmers lost their lives because 
of the government’s dogma. 

478 cases illicit liquor, 
drugs smuggling 
registered at Ambala 
in 6 months

Satish Handa

Since past few years the cases 
of illicit liquor as well as drugs 
smuggling has witnessed fast in-
crease in Ambala district known 
as ‘Gateway of Haryana’ turn-
ing as hub for smuggling and 
supply of illicit liquor, drugs 
and other intoxicated products 
including tablets, capsules and 
injections all over in the state. 
Residents of Ambala district 
hope relief in this regard due to 
appointment of a senior IPS of-
ficer Shrikant Jadhav in-charge 
Narcotics department Haryana 
based at Ambala, also holding 
the charge of Additional Direc-
tor General Police Ambala divi-
sion has already started action 
against smugglers, campaigns 
against drugs smuggling as well 
as drugs addiction fast increas-
ing among male, female youths 
as well as residents of rural areas 
in the district.

 Information reveals, drugs 
is being smuggled from ad-
joining states Punjab, U.P, 
Madhya Pradesh and Delhi for 
onward supply all over in the 
state. State police record re-
veals that more than 478 illicit 
liquor and drugs smuggling 
cases were registered under 
NDPS act only at Ambala in 
past six months this year. 

Haryana Governor, Bandaru 
Dattatraya conferred Bhim 
Awards to 52 players of Haryana 
for their outstanding achieve-
ments in sports. Each Awardee 
was given Rs. 5 lakh as cash 
award along with Bhim Statue, 
tie, blazer and citations. They 
will also be given Rs. 5000 
per month as honorarium. 
The Bhim Award Felicitation 
ceremony was organised on 
the occasion of International 
Olympic Day at Indradhanush 
Auditorium, Panchkula.

During the occasion, Hary-
ana Vidhan Sabha Speaker,  
Gian Chand Gupta, Minister 
of Sports and Youth Affairs,  
Sandeep Singh, Haryana Chief 
Secretary, Sanjeev Kaushal, 

Additional Chief Secretary, 
Mahavir Singh, Director, 
Sports, Pankaj Nain and other 
officers including a jam packed 
audience belonging to the 
sports fraternity, players and 
their families and sportsper-
sons from various states par-
ticipated in the programme.

While addressing the gath-
ering, Bandaru Dattatraya said 
that today Haryana has made 
an indelible mark in the field 
of sports. He added that due 
to outstanding Sports Policy 
of Haryana and international 
standard of sports infrastruc-
ture, players of Haryana are 
bringing glory to the country 
at International and National 
Sports Events. 

Among 7 arrested 
allegedly kidnapped for 
ransom demand include 
5 students, a minor
Satish Handa
Ambala police arrested seven 
youths including three polytechnic 
students, two ITI students, a youth 
working in a shop and a minor sent 
to Observation Home. The youths 
were arrested by the police within 
hours after the crime in which they 
kidnapped a youth Sonu Shukla 
son of Vinay Kumar resident of Old 
Ghas Mandi Ambala City when he 
was returning home from work 
place late evening and demanded 
Rs 10 lakh ransom from his father 
failing which threatened to kill his 
son. Police swing into action im-
mediately after receiving complaint 
from Vinay Kumar and succeeded 
in arresting all accused within few 
hours who admitted crime during 
preliminary police interrogation.

Jashandeep Singh Randhawa 
SP Ambala told media persons that 
arrested youths were identified as 
Jony resident of village Patrehri in 
Shahzadpur block Ambala district, 
Aakash resident of village Jaspura 
in Raipur Rani  tehsil in Panchkula 
district, Ashwani resident of vil-
lage Jatwad in Ambala district, 
Shubham resident of Dinar Pur 
near Saha in Ambala district, 
Harbir Singh a resident of village 
Panjokhra near the town and the 
mastermind in the racket Rahul a 
resident of Ambala City. 

Satish Handa

Karnal police station on the com-
plaint of Economic Crime Cell 
Haryana arrested a rice miller 
Surinder Parkash Narang on 
16th June 2022 from Solan in Hi-
machal Pradesh having rice mill 
in the name of Evergreen Over-
seas Company at Niloksheri in 
Karnal district allegedly involved 
in fraud for amount worth Rs 
12.44 crore towards non-supply 
of about 29112 quintal stocks of 
rice of value worth Rs 12.44 crore 
after milling to Food Corporation 

of India (FCI).
The rice was not returned by 

the rice miller after milling 8197 
Metric Ton paddy crop allotted 
to rice miller during year 2020-
21and the rice miller avoided to 
return rice stocks to FCI after 
milling for one reason or the other 
delaying delivery of rice stocks for 
a long period caused financial 
loss to FCI for amount worth 
Rs 12.44 crore since the rice mill 
delivered only25810 quintal rice 
after milling in stead of 54922 
quintal rice after deduction of 
33% loss incurred during milling 

as per agreed terms and assured 
to complete supply remaining 
quantity of rice stocks within 
a month or so but to no result.

Food Supply Department in 

the state deployed Ashok Kumar 
Inspector to rice mill at Nilokheri 
for physical c verification of stocks 
on June 14, 2021who during 
physical checking of rice as well 

as paddy stocks observed that 
there was no rice as well as paddy 
stock in the rice mill, however 
there were bags filled with paddy 
crop wastes and for an eye wash 
only upper two layers of bags were 
filled with sub-standard quality 
rice as such a cheating case was 
registered against rice mill with 
Butana police station under sec-
tions 406, 420 IPC which started 
search for  prime accuse Surinder 
Parkash Narang but failed to find 
any clue about him in-spite of 
several raids since he was found 
absconding during police raids.

Satish Handa
Yamunanagar

On several complaints by the 
residents of area, Yamunanagr 
police took into possession 
over two dozen young couples 
in a hotel & Cafe, most of them 
in highly objectionable condi-
tion during raid and found 
large number of females lying 
in the arms of their male part-
ner in broad daylight in cabins 
at The Times Hotel & Cafe 
situated on Santpura Road 
in the town on Monday after-
noon. Police also recovered li-
quor bottles, glasses and other 
objectionable material during 
raid. Police arrested manager 
of hotel and cafe along with 
three females staying in the 
hotel since past few days sus-
pected involved in prostitution. 
Police also arrested a female 
suspected supervising flesh 
business in the hotel. Police 
investigation continued till 
late evening. Information re-
veals, nearly a dozen couples 
were found lying undressed 

in hotel room.
According to Kamaljeet 

Singh In-charge police sta-
tion, few of the couples were 
found in highly objectionable 
condition in cafe cabins were 
released after warning. He 
told, a number of times po-
lice raided such hotels and 
cafe in past also but accused 
generally manage to escape 
getting information or down 
the shutter prior to arrival of 
police. Information reveals, 
there are large number of ho-
tels and cafe located near the 
colleges, Model Town area 
and in posh areas in the town, 
some of these frequently used 
for illicit sex business charg-
ing between Rs 200 to 300 
per hours for each cabin from 
visiting couples. 

CM Kejriwal performs 
Yoga with hundreds 
of Delhiites

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal performed Yoga asanas 
along with hundreds of people 
at Thyagaraj stadium here on 
the occasion of International 
Yoga Day on Tuesday.

He appealed people to re-
solve for practising Yoga and 
Pranayam every day.

Kejriwal joined members of 
‘Dilli Ki Yogashala’ along with 
his deputy Manish Sisodia at the 
stadium for the Yoga session.

In a series of tweets he said 
Delhi government has arranged 
free Yoga classes, and urged 
people to practice the exercises 
themselves and others for living 
a healthy life.

Residents of the city in groups 
of 20-25 if willing to practice 
Yoga are provided an instructor 
by Delhi government under the 
‘Dilli Ki Yogsahala’ programme.

New Delhi:   Terming the 
Agnipath scheme for short-
term recruitment into the 
armed forces as a «fraud with 
the youth of the nation», AAP 
Rajya Sabha member Sanjay 
Singh on Wednesday wrote 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi seeking a complete roll-
back of the scheme.

«This plan, which has been 
brought without thinking, 
will create a dreadful situa-
tion in the country which the 
government of the time will 
have to deal by spending all 
its energy, « the AAP leader 
said in his letter.

«The BJP government is 
not only betraying the very 

tenets of India, but is also 
rubbing salt on the wounds 
of the youth; the Agnipath 
scheme must be withdrawn 
immediately, « Singh said 
while talking to the media.

The AAP leader also ex-
pressed apprehension in the 

letter that Agniveers who 
will return after four years 
of service could be misled 
due to economic difficulty 
and unemployment.

«I can also understand 
that your government has 
failed miserably in bringing 
the country›s economy back 
on track, so you want to re-
duce the pension bill of the 
army. Through the Agnee-
path scheme, you are trying 
to eliminate the pension of 
army personnel, « the AAP 
leader said in the letter.

He demanded that the Ag-
nipath scheme be rolled back 
as the armed forces are the 
pride of India.

BJP leader files police 
complaint against Uddhav 
Thackeray, demands 
registration of FIR
Amid the ongoing political 
tussle in Maharashtra, a BJP 
leader has filed a complaint 
against Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray with the Mumbai 
Police, demanding registration 
of an FIR against the latter 
for violat-
ing Covid-19 
protocols.

Bharatiya 
Janata Yuva 
Morcha Na-
tional Sec-
retary, Ta-
jinder Pal Singh Bagga told 
media that despite testing 
positive for Covid-19, Thac-
keray has violated Covid norms 
by meeting his supporters.

Meanwhile, Bagga visited 
the Malabar Hill police sta-
tion in Mumbai and filed an 
online complaint demanding 
to register an FIR against the 
Maharashtra Chief Minister.

A man was allegedly robbed of 
over Rs 34 lakh by two uniden-
tified people in north Delhi’s 
Sarai Rohilla area, police said 
on Friday.

Police received information 
about the incident at Sarai Ro-
hilla flyover around 12.50 am 
on Thursday, they said.

According to police, one 
Vicky Gupta was carrying Rs 
34.17 cash belonging to his em-
ployer -- Vijay Rathod -- from 

his shop to Subzi Mandi, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (north) 
Sagar Singh Kalsi said.

Around 9.30 pm, when he 
reached the flyover, two people 
on a two wheeler stopped him 
and robbed the cash, the DCP 
said. A case under sections 392 
(robbery) and 34 (criminal act) 
of the Indian Penal Code was 
registered at Sarai Rohilla police 
station and investigation has 
been initiated, police said.

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
likely to be new J&K 
Lt Governor
Srinagar:  Union Minority 
Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi is likely to replace Jammu 
and Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha as the Election Commission 
is preparing to hold Assembly elec-
tions in the Union Territory before 
the year end, top sources said.

“Naqvi finally emerged as the 
top choice for the Lt Governor’s 
post in J&K after 
the growing con-
cern in New Delhi 
over the recent 
targeted killings 
and its eagerness 
to have a democratically elected 
government in office sooner than 
later, “ a top source told to media.

In light of his likelihood to get 
the Lt Governor’s post, the BJP 
had decided not to field Naqvi 
in the recent Rajya Sabha polls.

“He has been considered for the 
post because of his wide experience 
in the government and the party 
and also to send the right message 
in the Kashmir Valley that the 
Centre is serious about fulfilling its 
promise to have a popular govern-
ment in J&K before statehood is 
restored here, “ a source revealed.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Wednesday 
advised students to visit libraries 
and read newspapers regularly 
as it will help them prepare for 
competitive exams.

The chief minister said this 
during his interaction with 10 
meritorious students of Class 
12 Uttar Pradesh Board exam 
at his residence.

Adityanath said the state and 
central governments have started 
various schemes which have been 
implemented for the benefit of 
students. He also suggested that 
students should send postcards to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
thanking him for the schemes he 
has started for them. “By reading 
newspapers, you will remain up-
dated for upcoming competitive 
exams,” the chief minister told 
the visiting students.

Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh 
Pathak along with other minis-
ters were also present during the 

interaction. The chief minister 
discussed with students the ways 
they prepared for their exam and 
also asked their school principals 
about the strategy they followed 
to prepare them for board exams.

Speaking about the state gov-
ernment’s ‘Abhyudaya scheme’ to 
provide coaching for competitive 
exams, Adityanath said, “The 
scheme equips students for vari-
ous competitive exams they are 
planning to appear for.”

On the Yoga Day celebrations 
held on Tuesday, the chief min-
ister said one must practise yoga 
to have a healthy body and mind.

Three held for honey-
trapping in Delhi
Three men were arrested for al-
legedly honey-trapping a person 
by posing themselves as police-
men, officials said on Thursday.

The accused have been identi-
fied as Pawan (37), Manjeet (33) 
and Deepak (29), all residents 
of Haryana. The woman gang 
member Honey Preet is ab-
sconding, police said.

On May 1, a 55-year-old man 
had complained that Preet had 
befriended him on social media 
and invited him over to her flat 
in Paschim Vihar here. As he 
was spending time with her, 
the three men entered the flat 
in the guise of policemen.

BJP-JJP combine sweeps Haryana municipal polls Haryana offers guaranteed government jobs to Agniveers

Bishnoi accepts Hooda’s challenge to contest 
bi-poll at Adampur against father or son

Kartikeya to adopt Ambala, promises 
to develop IMT as desired by residents

BJP in Haryana assures 27 development schemes in MC poll manifesto AAP’s Sanjay Singh urges PM Modi to rollback Agnipath

52 Haryana players get with Bhim Award Read newspapers: UP 
CM Yogi tells students

Rice miller involved in Rs 12.44 crore fraud arrested

Man robbed of over Rs 34 lakh in Delhi’s Sarai Rohilla

Sex trade flourishing at Yamunanagar, 
over 2 dozen couples arrested
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Heavy rains over the past four 
days have led to a rise in the 
level of most water bodies in 
Kashmir with the Jhelum river 
crossing the flood alarm mark at 
Sangam in Anantnag district on 
Wednesday, officials said here.

The authorities have started 
moving people from low-lying 
areas to safer locations, they said.

Heavy rainfall across Kashmir 
has triggered flood concerns 
among the residents of the Val-
ley even as snowfall in higher 
reaches including the cave shrine 
of Amarnath has brought down 
the day temperature substantial-
ly, the officials said. The water 
level at Sangam in Anantnag 
district was measured at 18.18 
feet, marginally above the 18-feet 
mark for flood alarm, they said.

Vaishov stream, which flows 
mainly through Kulgam district, 
was flowing dangerously above 
the flood alert mark.

However, the water level 
started receding since 10.00 

am, the officials said.
A breach in a temporary 

diversion along the banks of 
Vaishov stream as Chamgund in 
Kulgam was reported, they said.

The Doodhganga stream was 
also flowing close to the flood 
alarm level at Barzulla in the 
heart of the city’s civil lines area. 
The weatherman has forecast 
improvement in weather later 
in the day.

The snowfall in upper reaches 
and rains in plains have sent the 
mercury nose-diving as Srinagar 

recorded the coldest June day in 
almost 50 years for which the 
data is available.

Srinagar on Tuesday had re-
corded a maximum tempera-
ture of 15.0 degrees Celsius, 14.2 
notches lower than the normal 
for this time of the year.

According to data available 
with the India Meteorologi-
cal Department Srinagar, the 
coldest recorded June day was 
in 2015 when the mercury has 
settled at a high of 15.2 degrees 
Celsius.

Gopalkrishna Gandhi 
declines Oppn request 
to contest Prez polls

Former West Bengal Governor 
Gopalkrishna Gandhi on Monday 
declined the opposition leaders’ 
request to contest the upcoming 
presidential election and said the 
candidate for the polls should be 
one who will generate a national 
consensus and ensure opposition 
unity.

In a statement, Gandhi said 
several esteemed leaders of the 
Opposition have done him the 
honour of thinking of him for 
the opposition’s candidature in 
the upcoming elections for the 
presidency. “I am most grateful 
to them. But having considered 
the matter deeply I see that the 
Opposition’s candidate should be 
one who will generate a national 
consensus and a national atmo-
sphere besides Opposition unity. 
I feel there will be others who will 
do this far better than I,” he said.

“And so I have requested the 
leaders to give the opportunity 
to such a person. May India get 
a President worthy of the office 
presaged by Rajaji as the last Gov-
ernor General and inaugurated by 
Dr Rajendra Prasad as our first 
President,” Gandhi said.

Tata Steel has not made any 
purchase of PCI coal from Russia 
post its April announcement of 
severing business ties with Rus-
sia amid the ongoing conflict 
with Ukraine, a company spokes-
person said on Wednesday.

On April 20, Tata Steel had 
said it would stop doing business 
with Russia. To ensure business 
continuity, all its steel manufac-
turing sites in India, the UK and 
the Netherlands have sourced 
alternative supplies of raw ma-
terials to end its dependence 
on Russia.

“Tata Steel would like to is-
sue a clarification in view of the 
incorrect information floating 
around in some sections of the 
media with respect to the buy-
ing/ importing of coal from 
Russia,” the spokesperson said.

A deal for supply of 75,000 

tonne of PCI coal was finalised 
in March 2022 and the contract 
became effective weeks before 
Tata Steel’s April announcement. 
The shipment was received in 
May 2022 to honour the busi-
ness commitment made before 
the announcement.

“Post the announcement, Tata 
Steel has not made any fresh pur-
chase of PCI coal from Russia. 
As a responsible corporate, we 
have and will continue to remain 
committed to our stated stance 
and resulting obligations,” the 
spokesperson said.

Cong MPs, MLAs from 
across country gather 
at party hqs to show 
support for Rahul

Congress MPs and legisla-
tors from across the country 
have gathered at the party 
headquarters here to express 
solidarity with Rahul Gandhi, 
who has been questioned by 
the Enforcement Directorate 
for five days, party leaders said 
on Wednesday.

The former party president 
and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
were welcomed with slogans 
when they reached the AICC 
headquarters. Rahul Gandhi is 
expected to address the gather-
ing Among those present were 
Chattisgarh Chief Minister 
and his Rajasthan counterpart 
Ashok Gehlot.

“MLAs and MPs have come 
to express their solidarity with 
Rahul Gandhi,” Gehlot told 
reporters. “Our MPs and MLAs 
are raising our voice against 
this conspiracy. All institutions 
of the government are busy in 
this endeavour,” his colleague 
Jairam Ramesh added.

He said some MLAs and 
MPs had been stopped from 
coming here and the party 
would go ahead with the 
planning of its “Bharat Jodo 
yatra” from Kanyakumari to 
Kashmir starting October 2. 
“The Congress will continue 
to plan for Bharat jodo, but we 
will not let this Sonia Gandhi-
todo, Rahul Gandhi-todo hap-
pen,” he said.

He said they are raising their 
voice against the Modi gov-
ernment’s politics of revenge 
and vendetta politics. “This 
is a government of maximum 
vendetta and minimum gov-
ernance,” Ramesh said.

Rahul Gandhi was ques-
tioned by the ED for 50 hours 
over five days in a money laun-
dering case related to the Na-
tional Herald newspaper.

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Monday said cyber se-
curity is integral to national se-
curity and the Narendra Modi 
government is committed to 
making it robust.

Addressing a conference 
on ‘cyber safety and national 
security’, Shah said technology 
is being taken to the grassroot 
level in India and if cyber secu-
rity is not ensured, it will be a 
big challenge for the country.

“We all know how important 
is cyber security and how it can 
contribute for the development 
of India. India’s progress is not 
possible without cyber secu-
rity. Cyber security is integral 
to the national security and 
the Modi government is com-
mitted to making it robust,” 

he said.
The home minister said ev-

eryone knows that the misuse 
of cyber space is not new and 
various kinds of cyber crimes 
are seen very often that include 
malware attacks, phishing, at-
tacks on critical infrastructure, 

data theft, online economic 
frauds, child pornography 
among others.

Such crimes are expected to 
increase in the coming days, he 
said. Shah also cited the data 
on the increasing number of 
cyber crimes being reported 

in the country.
“In 2012, a total of 3,377 

cyber crimes were reported 
and it has gone up to 50,000 
in 2020. The number of cyber 
crimes which were not report-
ed could be in lakhs. We are 
resolved to create the most 
secured cyber atmosphere in 
the world,” he said.

The home minister said 
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has launched a cyber 
crimes reporting portal about 
three years ago and so far, 11 
lakh different kinds of cyber 
crimes have been reported 
there.

Besides, he said, there were 
over two lakh social media 
complaints which were reg-
istered on the portal. 

FW Desk

Emphasising on speedy and af-
fordable justice by Consumer 
Commissions across the country, 
Shri Piyush Goyal, Union Min-
ister of Consumer Affairs, Food 
& Public Distribution, Textiles 
and Commerce & Industry at a 
national workshop here today 
urged that all Commissions to 
see how digital media such as 
WhatsApp and e-mail can be 
generously used to issue notices, 
replies and other documents.

Goyal inaugurated the Na-
tional Workshop on ‘Effective and 
Speedy Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal’ with President and Mem-
bers of National Commission, 
President and Members of State 
Commissions and Presidents of 
selected District Commissions 
along with Principal Secretar-
ies of the State organized by the 
Department of Consumer Affairs.

He said that the Consumer 
Commissions should religiously 
follow the timelines as per the 
Consumer Protection Act, 2019 

for expediting disposal of cases. 
He said that the commissions 
should be able to dispose cases 
within 3-5 months of filing which 
will provide speedy justice to con-
sumers.

Shri Goyal said that to provide 
a faster and amicable mode of set-
tlement of consumer disputes, the 
new Act (Consumer Protection 
Act 2019 that came in to effect 
from July 2020) also introduces 
reference of consumer disputes 
to Mediation, with the consent 
of both parties. This will not only 
save time and money involved 

in litigating the dispute, it will 
also help in reducing the pen-
dency of cases. The Government 
is also taking proactive steps in 
encouraging the use of electronic 
mediation (e-mediation). This 
will help in ensuring that location 
and distance do not act as barriers 
whenever parties wish to opt for 
mediation for the settlement of 
cases. So far 153 District Commis-
sions, 11 State Commissions along 
with National Commission have 
established mediation centres. I 
would like to request all States / 
UTs to expedite setting up me-

diation centres and appointing 
mediators.

He further highlighted the 
importance of digitization of all 
documents that are required to 
be submitted and urged all the 
Commissions to implement e-
documentation and facilitate all 
documents and process to be 
online mode to enable hassle 
free procedure for consumers. He 
emphasized that simplification of 
process leads to more effective 
and affordable justice system.

He added that delayed disposal 
and huge pendency remains a 
major challenge towards re-
dressal of Consumer Grievanc-
es. Pointing out, he mentioned 
that as per the data on 14th June 
2022, the pendency in the Na-
tional Commission was 22,608; 
State Commission was 1,49,608 
and District Commission was 
4,66,034. He said that those 
seeking repeated adjournments 
should also be dealt with. He 
suggested that pendency can be 
reduced by bunching of similar 
cases and disposing it together.

By Narvijay Yadav

As the ongoing protest of the 
youth against the Agnipath 
scheme for 4-years recruitment 
in the Indian armed forces has 
spread to 19 states, large-scale 
damage has been done to the 
national property including 
railway stations, trains, buses, 
and other government vehi-
cles at different places in the 
country. There are incidents 
of sabotage and arson. Rail-
way tracks and roads are also 
being blocked due to which 
the general public is facing a 
lot of trouble. Violent agita-
tions started after the Central 
Government announced the 
Agnipath scheme on June 
14. The agitations began in 
Bihar and spread to Uttar 
Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, 
and many other states. Surpris-
ingly, news related to sabotage, 
violence and road blocking, 
and agitation is being given in 
detail in the newspapers, but 
nowhere in these reports is 
mentioned which organization 
or political party is spearhead-
ing or fuelling the movement. 
One thing is very clear unorga-
nized youth cannot run such a 
large-scale movement on their 
own. Surely there will be such 
political parties behind this 
stir, who do not like peace and 
prosperity in India and who 
intend to run their shops by 
burning the country.

Such incidents have been 
happening again and again 
in the country for the last few 
years, when there is a large-
scale ruckus and protest as 
soon as a new scheme of the 
central government is imple-
mented. The surprising thing 
is that when big schemes are 
implemented, why are the 
schemes not publicized widely 
in advance? Why is public 
opinion not taken on schemes 
which have a large-scale im-
pact? Why don’t the schemes 
properly explained to the stake-
holders? What›s the point of 
suddenly forcing a plan on the 
public? Due to the communi-
cation gap, the country has to 
suffer heavy losses time and 
again. The same shortcoming 
was noticed during the time of 
the controversial Farm Laws. 
In June 2020, the three agri-
cultural laws were approved 
by the parliament in a hurry, 

when the country was under 
lockdown and the distribution 
of newspapers had come to a 
standstill. Now the Agnipath 
scheme has been announced 
in the same manner for the 
recruitment of short-service 
Agniveers in the armed forces.

The scale at which the Ag-
nipath programme is being 
opposed, raises the question 
that why not those people are 
not informed in advance for 
whom the plans are made? 
Why their opinion is not taken 
into account at the beginning 
itself? Why not such plans 
are reconsidered even after 
their stiff opposition. So much 
sabotage, violence, loss, and 
trouble caused to the general 
public, and loss of govern-
ment property can be avoided 
if the communication gap is 
not maintained. At the same 
time, youth are also expected 
to behave responsibly. On the 
one hand, they want to join the 
army, and on the other side, 
they are involved in the sabo-
tage of public property. This is 
not done. Even peacefully you 
can register your protest. Why 
do you resort to violence? Why 
are you damaging government 
property, which is basically a 
public asset?

The youth involved in vio-
lent protests should under-
stand one thing very well the 
records of agitators are kept 
with the police. Due to this 
reason, the youth involved in 
such criminal acts may face a 
lot of difficulty in getting gov-
ernment jobs in the future. 
Youth have the right to protest 
against the Agnipath scheme 
of the government, but they do 
not have the right to damage 
national property. It is also a 
crime to cause inconvenience 
to the citizens of the nation. 
Violence should never hap-
pen in the name of protest. 
Sabotage cannot be accepted 

under any circumstances.
People are also being ha-

rassed by the new-age digital 
loan providers. Many digital 
companies on social media 
give enticing advertisements 
for easy loan lending. The re-
actions of the borrowers show 
that they got the loan easily, but 
have been facing many prob-
lems later. These companies 
may charge interest arbitrarily 
and harass the borrowers in 
various ways if the money is 
not returned. Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) Governor, Shakti 
Kant Das is worried about 
this pattern. He has said that 
the banking sector is passing 
through a major transforma-
tion and the Reserve Bank of 
India is looking to issue guide-
lines to strengthen the digital 
lending ecosystem soon. The 
rules will be tightened on the 
digital companies giving loans 
because it has become neces-
sary to do so in the interest of 
the common people. With the 
entry of technology-based gi-
ants such as Google, Amazon, 
and Facebook (Meta) into the 
financial sector, the threat to 
ordinary consumers will in-
crease further. The entry of 
such giant companies into the 
financial business will not only 
increase competition but will 
also raise questions about the 
privacy of data. It is necessary 
to assess such risks and put in 
place mechanisms to deal with 
them. Thanks to the RBI for 
smelling the trouble and taking 
measures.

In the front of the develop-
ment, the construction work of 
the expressway between Delhi 
and Dehradun is going on in 
full swing. On completion, it 
will take only two and a half 
hours to reach Dehradun from 
Delhi, whereas it takes 6 to 7 
hours currently. The target is 
to have the expressway ready 
by 2024. 

EPFO Payroll data: 
EPFO adds 17.08 lakh 
net subscribers in the 
month of April, 2022
FW Desk

The provisional payroll data 
of EPFO released today high-
lights that EPFO has added 
17.08 lakh net subscribers in 
the month of April, 2022. A 
year-on-year comparison of 
payroll data shows an increase 
of 4.32 lakh net subscribers in 
April, 2022 as compared to the 
net subscription in the month 
of April, 2021 last year.

Out of the total 17.08 lakh 
subscribers added during the 
month, around 9.23 lakh new 
members have come under the 
social security cover of EPF & 
MP Act, 1952 for the first time. 
Approximately 7.85 lakh net sub-
scribers exited & re-joined the 
establishments covered under 
EPFO by changing their jobs 
within the establishments cov-
ered by EPFO and opted to retain 
membership under the Scheme, 
through transfer of funds rather 
than coming for final withdrawal 
of their PF accumulations. 

India re-establishes diplomatic 
presence in Kabul
India on Thursday resumed its 
diplomatic presence in Kabul by 
deploying a team in its embassy in 
the Afghan capital, over 10 months 
after it pulled out its officials from 
the mission following the Taliban’s 
capture of power. The Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA), in a 
statement, said an Indian techni-
cal team has reached Kabul on 
Thursday and has been deployed 
in the embassy there. The reopen-
ing of the embassy came three 
weeks after an Indian team led 
by JP Singh, the MEA›s point 
person for Afghanistan, visited 
Kabul and met acting Foreign 
Minister Mawlawi Amir Khan 
Muttaqi and some other members 
of the Taliban dispensation.

National Monuments 
Authority to observe 
martyrdom day of great 
warrior Baba Banda Singh 
Bahadur on 25th June

National Monuments Authority 
is observing the great warrior 
Baba Banda Singh Bahadur’s 
martyrdom on 25thJune, 2022. 

On 25th  June 2022 
inspirational sermons by special 
and distinguished dignitaries 
will be orgainsed from 10.30 
AM to 11.30 AM at Red Fort 
Lawns.

Also in the evening from 
7.30 PM to 9.30 PM at Shahidi 
Sthal of Baba Banda Singh 
Bahadur Sahib - Guru Singh 
Sabha Gurudwara, Mehrauli, 
New Delhi, Samagam will be 
organised where tributes will 
be offered the monument of 
martyrdom of Baba Banda 
Singh Bahadur.

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur 
was a great Sikh warrior and 
a commander of Khalsa army 
who defeated the Mughals and 
freed a large part of North In-
dia. He established the Khalsa 
rule in Punjab. Banda Singh 
Bahadur abolished the Za-
mindari system, and granted 
property rights to the tillers of 
the land. He was a Noble ruler 
who introduced the Nanak 
Shahi coins.  He was captured 
by Mughal ruler Farrukhsiyar 
and brought to Delhi and put 
to death in a most inhuman 
manner. 

New Delhi:    Fresh trouble 
seems to be brewing for former 
BJP leader Naveen Kumar Jindal 
as the Thane police on Tuesday 
served a notice to him in con-
nection with a new case over the 
controversial remarks he made 
against Prophet Muhammad.

Jindal has been asked to join 
the probe on June 25. The case 
has been lodged against him by 

Mumbra Police Station on the 
complaint of one Mohammed 

Gufran Akmal Khan. The case has 
been filed under sections 153(A) 
(B), 295 (A), 298 and 505 of the 
Indian Penal Code.

«This is to inform you that, 
Mumbra Police Station Crime 
registered Vide CR No. 528/2022 
Section 153 (A) (B), 295(A), 298, 
505 of IPC against you on the 
reasonable Complaint of Mohd 
Gufran Akmal Khan. Therefore, 

you are directed to remain present 
before me on 25/06/2022 at 11.00 
a.m. at Mumbra Police Station, 
Thane, Maharashtra, State, « read 
the notice. Jindal was dismissed 
from the BJP after controversy 
erupted over his remark against 
Prophet Muhammad which was 
in support of suspended party BJP 
spokesperson Nupur Sharma›s 
statement also against the Prophet.

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Monday called up As-
sam Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma twice, first to en-
quire about the flood situation 
and later to inform him that 
a central team will soon visit 
the state to assess the damage 
caused by the deluge.

The northeastern state is reel-
ing under devastating floods 
in the last one week, affecting 
nearly 43 lakh people in 33 of 
the 36 districts. A total of 73 
people have died in this year’s 
floods and landslides in Assam 
so far.

“Hon HM Shri @AmitShah 
ji called twice since morning to 
enquire about the flood situa-
tion in Assam. He informed that 
a team of officials shall soon 
be sent by Ministry of Home 

Affairs to assess the damages 
caused by the natural calamity. 
Grateful to HM for his help,” 
Sarma tweeted.

CMO sources said that Shah’s 
first call was to enquire about 
the flood situation and the sec-
ond to inform the chief minister 
that a central team will soon 
be sent to the state for damage 
assessment.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had also called up the As-
sam chief minister on Saturday 
to enquire about the situation 
and assured him of all possible 

help from the Centre.
Meanwhile, Sarma held a 

virtual meeting with state min-
isters, senior officials and deputy 
commissioners in the districts 
to review the flood situation.

He directed them to accord 
top priority to rescue and relief 
operations. Sarma asked the 
DCs to take the help of Indian 
Air Force (IAF) to airdrop relief 
materials in areas where NDRF 
or SDRF boats have not been 
able to reach so far.

He said IAF has assured the 
state government of offload-
ing petroleum and diesel in 
severely-affected areas. Sarma 
said relief and rescue operations 
in Barak Valley will be bolstered 
by roping in additional NDRF 
teams from the neighbouring 
states of Manipur and Tripura.

By Dominick Rodrigues
Panjim

“Yoga is like self-physiotherapy 
and people can freely learn and 
practice its various forms of ex-
ercises – like doctors often teach 
their patients -- as a way of life 
for their good health in their 
own homes while saving both 
time and money in running 
around, according to Shripad 
Naik, Union Minister of State 
for Ports, Shipping, Waterways 
and Tourism.

The Minister was talking to 
the Financial World correspon-
dent in Goa on the eve of World 
Yoga Day observed on June 21 
this year.   He said that ever since 
Yoga Day was declared by the 
United Nations on June 21 in 
2014 with as many as 170 nations 
seconding this resolution, many 
countries around the globe have 
participated in this exercise from 
2015 on that day where people 
flex their bodies to the rhythm 
of yoga. Meanwhile, the Minister 

said that as part of India’s 75th 
anniversary, the areas of around 
75 of the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI)-protected +iconic+ 
monuments were chosen to be-
come the sites for holding yoga 
sessions on that day, besides a 
common yoga protocol being 
held that morning at the same 
time.  

He said that these included 
Goa’s iconic +Se Cathedral+ area 
in the heritage Old Goa and the 
+Fort Aguada+, and all yoga as-
sociations and clubs like Rotary, 
Giants and others in the State 
have been invited to participate 
in the event, besides the BJP 
asking all panchayats in Goa 
to join in the yoga programme, 
that would witness around 800 
participants in the Old Goa site 
itself.

Cyber security integral to 
national security: Shah

Flood fears in Kashmir due to incessant rain

No purchase of coal from Russia after April 20: Tata Steel

Shah dials Himanta; enquires about flood situation, 
says central team will visit Assam to assess damage

Yoga, Beaches, Marina, Marine Sanctuary to be 
Goa’s Tourist-Pullers: Union Mos Shripad Naik

Don’t allow anyone to disrupt public life 

Prophet case: Thane Police summons Naveen Jindal

Digital media such as WhatsApp and e-mail can be used 
for speedy consumer complaint redressal: Piyush Goyal
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A book capturing the voice of 
peasants of the ‘Champaran 
Satyagraha’ through their 

statements was launched here on 
Monday by Union Minister of State 
for Culture Arjun Ram Meghwal.

The ‘Thumb Print-Champaran 
Indigo Peasants Speak to Gandhi, 
Volume-1’ introduces testimonies 
of peasants and provides rich in-
sights into the condition of the 
indigo peasants and the making of 
Gandhi’s Champaran Satyagraha.

It has been printed by the 
Ahmedabad-based Navajivan 
Press, with archival documents 
for the volume being provided by 
the National Archives of India.

The minister also launched 
a handbook titled ‘Repair and 
Preservation of Records’, which 
provides solutions to problems of 

preservation and longevity, as well 
mobile app ‘Abhilekh Patal’ and 
its web portal covering advanced 
search for online access to 3.3 mil-
lion pages of digitised records.

Addressing the launch event, 
Meghwal said Champaran became 
the first laboratory of Mahatma 
Gandhi after his return from South 
Africa.

It was at Champaran that Gan-
dhi took up the task of cleanliness, 
he said, adding that the Mahatma 
tapped the body, mind, intellect 
and soul of farmers to bring them 
together to oppose indigo farming 
imposed by the British.

“National Archives of India and 
Navajivan Trust launched a book 
and an Abhilekh Patal mobile app. 
The book is important for those 
who are interested in archives, 

research fellows who are interested 
in history,” he said.

Tridip Suhrud, one of the edi-
tors of the book, said, if all eight 
volumes of the book are published, 
then this will become the biggest 
peasant archive document.

“It contains the story of torture 
of 7,000 farmers. Because I have 

been associated with historical 
writing, I know if we are able to 
establish these eight volumes, 
then this will become the biggest 
peasant archive document. The 
Navajivan Trust and National Ar-
chives are much more committed 
to publish it,” Suhrud said.

“Nowhere else has the state-
ment of 7,000 farmers on an issue 
appeared through their own tes-
timony, neither in Europe, India, 
Latin America, nor Africa,” he said, 
adding the volume could not have 
been possible but for an institution 
like the National Archives.

“Seven thousand documents 

entrusted to scholars with the hope 
that we will not misuse it, that we 
will be ethical about its uses, that’s 
something National Archives has 
been doing for 125 years,” he said.

Chandan Sinha, National Ar-
chives Director General, said the 
institution has undertaken digiti-
sation on a massive scale, and the 
portal Abhilekha Patal contains 
half of all catalogues so far.

“The National Archives has also 
undertaken digitisation of its docu-
ments, and 4.5 crore documents 
have been digitised so far out of 18 
crore,” he said. Shahid Amin and 
Megha Todi are two other editors 
of the volume.

How these volumes running into  
several  thousand   pages  reached 
the safe coffers of our  national 
repository is  a story worth tell-
ing.  Shridhar Vasudev Sohoni, the 
Commissioner of Tirhut Division 
in the mid-1950s, has narrated  
his   discovery of these folios in 
the  record room of his office in 
a somewhat dramatic manner. 

In December 2018, the late Finance 
Minister, Arun Jaitley, announced 
that the 28% GST slab, which he called 
the “dying slab”, would be phased out, 

except for luxury items. India, he said, would 
eventually have just two slabs: 5% and a 
standard rate between 12% and 18% (apart 
from exempt items). Tragically, he passed 
away less than a year before fulfilling his 
assurances.

Simplicity is not easy to achieve. Great 
sages, artists and designers have preached 
simplicity. It was the mantra of Henry David 
Thoreau, who influenced Mahatma Gandhi.

The introduction of a uniform GST was 
a watershed moment in India since the 
country’s earlier regime of taxes and cesses, 
both at the Centre and the States, was a big 
barrier to free trade and economic growth 
and was a cesspool of corruption.

However, GST is still a complicated tax 
regime with different slabs. It is not easy to 
comprehend or comply with, and is open to 
interpretation, harassment and avoidable 
litigation. To simplify it, Finance Ministry 
officials must be reminded of KISS.

KISS (Keep It Simple, Stupid) is a well-
known acronym and an accepted credo in 
business. Attributed to Lockheed aircraft 
engineer Kelly Johnson, it was meant to 
urge engineers to keep aircraft design so 
simple that even a stupid person would be 
able to repair the aircraft with ordinary tools 
on the combat field.

Bureaucracy, the world over, is usually 
oblivious to the KISS principle. An Amazon 
ad boasts that it sells more than a crore of 
different products, besides myriad services. 
More categories are added every day. In this 
context, asking bureaucrats to identify and 
categorise all products and services for dif-
ferential tax slabs in the GST regime is the 
surest way to get into a muddle.

Empirical data from across the world on 
the benefits of a unified single tax is incon-
trovertible. So, an unambiguous directive 
to the bureaucracy is necessary from the 
ruling dispensation to come up with just 
two categories: goods eligible for zero tax 
and goods that will fall under a single rate, 
say 10% or 12%. That means everything 
except those specifically exempt, is taxed.

This needs bold and clear reformist think-

ing at the political level. Imposing a high GST 
in some areas does not make sense. ‘Sin’ taxes, 
for instance, are at cross purposes with the 
government’s policy of generating growth 
and creating jobs under ‘Make in India’. A 
typical 300-room five-star hotel generates 
direct employment for around 500 people 
of whom 90% are waiters, housekeeping 
staff, front desk staff, security and concierge 
staff, besides cooks, financial and clerical 
staff. There are a host of others employed 
in associated services such as the spa, gift 
shops and swimming pool. The hotel also 
generates indirect employment in ancillary 
areas: it buys bed linen, furnishings, rugs 
and carpets, air conditioners, cutlery, elec-
trical fittings and furniture, and consumes 
enormous quantities of food produce. All 
these generate jobs and income for farm-
ers, construction contractors, artisans and 
other manufacturers. Five-star hotels also 
generate foreign exchange by attracting 
rich tourists and visitors. So, it’s unwise to 
tax these hotels to death.

Similarly, high taxes on air-conditioners, 
air conditioned restaurants, chocolates and 
luxury cars create an economic ripple effect 
downstream, in a complex web of businesses 
that have symbiotic relationships. The effect 
finally reaches down to the bottom of the 
employment pyramid.

The plan must be to figure out how to 
rev up the economy by making the rich and 
upper middle class spend and move more 
people up the value chain in order that more 
chocolates and ACs and automobiles are 

bought by them, instead of designing a tax 
system that keeps these products out of the 
new consumer class’s reach.

Instead, the current regime is plain confus-
ing. At an Iyengar Bakery, GST on bread is 
zero, but the vegetable sandwich is in the 5% 
tax slab, hitting the vegetable grower directly. 
The GST on buns is zero, but buns with a 
few raisins fall in the 5% slab. The GST on 
masala peanuts, murukku and namkeen is 
12%. And the GST on cakes and chocolates is 
18%. The same lack of logic applies to taxes 
on wine, rum and beer, which generate large-
scale employment and are the backbone of 
grape and sugarcane farming and the cocoa 
industry. The ancient art of toddy tapping in 
villages, a large employment generator and 
income booster in rural areas, was killed by 
unthinking politicians and bureaucrats and 
replaced with Indian-made foreign liquor. 
Imagine killing the wine industry in France? 
It would be sacrilege.

In the automobile sector, the GST on 
electric cars, tractors, cycles, bikes, low-
end and luxury cars ranges anywhere from 
5% to 50%. The sale of automobiles is the 
barometer of an economy.

The confusion has given rise to several 
disputes. ID Fresh Food, for instance, which 
makes ready-to-eat foods like chapatis, 
rotis, parotas and sells various types of idli 
and dosa batter, appealed against a GST 
ruling of the Authority for Advance Rulings 
(Karnataka bench). The ruling had called 
for a distinction between rotis and parotas 
and had subjected parotas to a higher GST 

rate of 18% since the food item did not fall 
under the category of “khakhra, plain chapati, 
or roti” (which fall under the 5% slab) and 
needed to be processed or heated for further 
consumption. Can a country aspire to be a $5 
trillion economy if its taxmen turn gourmet 
chefs and get bogged down by researching 
the differences between various kinds of 
food items prepared with dough?

Then there are items that are exempt 
from GST. Petrol, diesel, aviation turbine 
fuel are not under the purview of GST, but 
come under Central excise and State taxes.  
Central excise duties and varying State taxes 
contribute over 50% of the retail price of 
petrol and diesel, probably the highest in 
the world barring banana republics. There 
is distrust between the States and the Centre 
on revenue sharing. There is also anger at the 
Centre for riding roughshod over the States’ 
autonomy and disregarding the federal 
structure of the Constitution. Opposition-
ruled States point fingers at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who ironically accused 
the United Progressive Alliance regime of 
trampling on the rights of the States while 
he was Gujarat Chief Minister.

Use the KISS principle
The low-cost airline model is successful 

because of the KISS principle. All the frills 
such as food, freebies and assigned seats 
are dispensed with. Single class seating, 
point-to-point travel with no code sharing, 
direct Internet booking, no middlemen. etc. 
have sustained this model. It’s an Udupi 
self-service hotel in the sky.

The Finance Minister should take a cue 
from the Prime Minister, who hinted at 
major reforms in the aftermath of COVID-19, 
and do away with all the confusing tax slabs 
in one fell swoop. She can then usher in a 
truly single low tax regime along with a list 
of exempt items. That will ensure compli-
ance, widen the tax net, improve ease of 
doing business, boost the economy, create 
jobs, increase tax collections and reduce 
corruption as witnessed in many countries 
– a move that will be both populist and 
well-regarded by economists.

G.R. Gopinath is the founder of Air 
Deccan. Views are personal

G.R. Gopinath explains why govt should do away with all the confusing tax slabs 

Towards a single low tax regime

Bolstering health human resources has 
been a prime focus of many of the 
Union government’s recent initia-
tives and policy pronouncements. 

The Union health Budget 2022 made hand-
some appropriations for the same, much in 
line with the Fifteenth Finance Commission’s 
recommendations which laid a conspicuous 
emphasis on utilising existing capacities at 
the district and sub-district levels to train 
different cadres of health-care personnel. 
Much to the ecstasy of public health advocates, 
the Health Ministry recently released a set of 
implementation guidelines for a long over-due 
Indian public health cadre.

A more recent announcement, however, 
raises concerns over the coherence of In-
dia’s vision with respect to health human 
resources. The Centre under the Ayushman 
Bharat Digital Mission and the “Heal by 
India” initiative is reportedly developing an 
exhaustive online repository of all categories 
of health-care professionals in the country. 
Though such an innovation is much needed 
because of the currently fragmented nature 
of such data, one of its proposed primary 
purposes is to aid external stakeholders, viz. 
foreign employers and patients in finding 
a right Indian match for their respective 
needs. It is an atavistic return to the widely 
shunned principles of liberalisation in health 
care, which is not only gratuitous today but 
also menacing.

The concerns are legitimised by the current 
estimates and future projections of health 
manpower in the country, which paint a 

not-so-salutary picture. A World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) 2020 report projected 
a requirement of nearly two million more 
doctors and nursing professionals for India in 
order to attain the minimum threshold ratio 
of health-care professionals to the population.

As per a study by WHO and the Public 
Health Foundation of India, over and above 
a veritable shortage of health-care personnel 
and their skewed skill-mix across a number of 
States, their current pace of growth is unlikely 
to result in any significant improvement in the 
density or skill-mix of health-care profession-
als by 2030. Such inadequacies are further 
compounded by the legions of health-care 
professionals who remain inactive and outside 
the labour force. In the face of these colossal 
challenges, the current measure which aims to 
subtly reinforce medical tourism and worsen 
the out-migration of health-care professionals 

from the country is utterly counter-intuitive.
In the mid-1990s, the General Agreement 

on Trade in Services (GATS) aimed to create 
an unprecedented scope for cross-border 
trade in medical and health-care services. 
While the health equity implications of this 
neoliberal offshoot are well known and its 
central tenets have been widely criticised, 
health care particularly in the post-COVID-19 
era has been a fertile ground for countries 
to project soft power — at times even at the 
expense of the nation’s own health interests. 
A crucial distinction must always be drawn 
between exporting products such as vaccines 
and that of health-care professionals.

While the first is characterised by a much 
simpler transactional math, training health-
care manpower entails large subsidies (even a 
fraction of which is hardly recovered through 
remittances and skill transfers), thus entailing a 
net drain of resources from the native country.

A similar draw on scarce national health-
care resources is laid through medical tourism 
which is almost always to the detriment of 
health equity, particularly in developing set-
tings such as India. The magnitude of these 
could be somewhat attenuated by the use of 
telemedicine and virtual platforms, though 
the larger concerns shall persist. While neither 
medical tourism nor out-migration can or 
need to be dispensed with in their entirety, to 
pursue them actively when the country is reel-
ing under acute shortages in an aspirational 
decade for health care is least warranted.

It is also hard to justify an immediate need 
for this measure. While an online health-care 

professionals repository will certainly aid 
foreign stakeholders in finding their right 
choices, there is neither a strong demand-
side desperation nor a significant supply-side 
scarcity preventing a market to function well 
in its absence. For instance, a recruiter from a 
developed country willing to hire Indian nurses 
and remunerate them handsomely will not 
be hard pressed to find suitable candidates 
regardless of the assistance rendered by an 
online repository, and the latter would only 
be marginally helpful.

Rather, it is at the national and sub-national 
levels that such an exhaustive and updated 
registry of health-care professionals is the 
need of the hour, for addressing the many 
challenges and disparities in health manpower 
availability, distribution, and skill mix. This 
would also come to strongly complement 
measures such as an integrated public health 
cadre and the initiatives to train, deploy and 
retain more local manpower.

In health care, which is characterised by 
perennially scarce resources and a surfeit of 
challenges, everything revolves around iden-
tifying the priorities right. And no amount of 
political or geopolitical expediency or cultural 
chauvinism should be allowed to undercut 
national health interests. It is time to go all 
out to address national health-care workforce 
challenges and heal the nation before embark-
ing on a healing cruise of the world.

Dr. Soham D. Bhaduri is a physician, 
health policy expert, and chief editor of ‘The 

Indian Practitioner’. Views are personal

Heal the nation before healing the rest of the world

When peasants speak, the 
earth rumbles, says book

‘Seven thousand 
documents entrusted 
to scholars with the 
hope that we will 
not misuse it, that 
we will be ethical 
about its uses, that’s 
something National 
Archives has been 
doing for 125 years’

Decks get cleared 
for the first auction 
of radio spectrum

The Union Cabinet last week 
cleared the decks for the first 
auction of radio spectrum to 
facilitate the roll-out of 5G 
telecommunication services. 

The Department of Telecommunications 
promptly issued a 159-page ‘Notice Invit-
ing Applications’, detailing the specifics of 
the auction including the frequencies that 
would be up for bidding starting on July 26, 
and their reserve prices. The speed with 
which the Government has moved — from 
the initial announcement in the Union Bud-
get to the telecom regulator’s recommenda-
tions, and finally notification of the auction 
— has been commendable and shows its 
keenness to ensure India is at the relative 
vanguard in the adoption of the potentially 
‘transformative’ technology. The Govern-
ment has underscored that its primary moti-
vation is to boost digital connectivity, a laud-
able objective given that the rapid growth of 
wireless telephony has perceptibly helped 
improve the delivery of services such as 
mobile banking, online education and tele-
medicine. The rub, however, is in the details. 
The relatively small size of the market for 
just faster downloads of videos and games, 
especially at a higher cost, makes it near 
certain that service providers will take an 
ultra-cautious approach both to bidding for 
spectrum and in rolling out services. The 
Cabinet’s decision to allow bids for starting 
Captive Non-Public Networks that would 
enable individual companies to run private 
networks within the isolated confines of 
the enterprise has also roiled the pitch. It 
is hard to imagine the urgency to open up 
5G for this niche application, particularly 
as it further undermines the economics for 
traditional telcos. India must be conscious 
of the challenges and opportunities of 5G 
services, and ensure that the technology ca-
ters to the largest sections of the population 
and not remain a deliverer for a high-value 
but limited, premium segment.
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The Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi inaugurated ‘Vanijya Bha-
wan’ and launched the NIRYAT 
portal in Delhi. Union Minis-
ters Piyush Goyal, Som Prakash 
and Anupriya Patel were among 
those present on the occasion.

Addressing the gathering, the 
Prime Minister said today anoth-
er important step has been taken 
in the direction of the journey of 
Citizen-Centric Governance in 
New India on which the country 
has been moving for the last 8 
years. The country has got the gift 
of a new and modern commer-
cial building as well as an export 
portal, one physical and other 
digital infrastructure, he said.

Referring to many examples 
of the recent past, the Prime 
Minister said that in the new 
work culture of the New India, 

completion date is part of SoP 
and is strictly adhered to. He 
remarked that only when the gov-
ernment’s projects do not hang 
for years and are completed on 
time, similarly, the government’s 
schemes reach their goals, then 
only, the taxpayer of the country 
is respected. Now we also have 
a modern platform in the form 
of the PM Gatishakti National 
Master Plan. He said that this 
Vanijya Bhawan will give a push 
to the nations ‘Gati Shakti’.

The Prime Minister noted 
that last year, despite the his-
toric global disruptions, India’s 
exports stood at a total of $ 670 
billion i.e. Rs 50 lakh crore. Last 
year, the country had decided 
that despite every challenge, it 
has to cross the threshold of $ 
400 billion i.e. 30 lakh crore 
merchandise export. We crossed 
this and created a new record of 
export of $ 418 billion i.e. 31 lakh 
crore rupees. “Encouraged by this 
success of the past years, we have 

now increased our export targets 
and have doubled our efforts to 
achieve them. Collective effort 
of everyone is very necessary 
to achieve these new goals”, he 
said, further adding that not only 
short term but long-term targets 
should be set.

The Prime Minister cited the 
new Vanjiya Bhawan as also 
the symbol of his Government’s 
achievements in the field of 
commerce during this period. 
He recalled that at the time 
of foundation stone laying, he 
had stressed the need for in-
novation and improvement in 
the Global Innovation Index. 
Today, India is ranked 46th in 
the Global Innovation Index and 
is continuously improving. He 
had also talked about improving 
ease of doing business at that 
time, today, more than 32000 
unnecessary compliances have 

been removed. Similarly, GST 
was new at the time of founda-
tion stone laying of the building, 
today, 1 lakh crore GST collection 
per month has become com-
monplace. In terms of GeM, 9 
thousand crore rupees worth 
orders were discussed then, to-
day, more than 45 lakh small 
entrepreneurs are registered 
on the portal and orders worth 
more than 2.25 lakh crore have 
been placed. The Prime Minister 
had talked about 120 Mobile 
units at that time up from just 
2 in 2014, today this number 
has crossed 200. Today India 
has 2300 registered Fin-tech 
startups, up from 500, 4 years 
ago. At the time of the founda-
tion stone laying of the Vanijya 
Bhawan India used to recognize 
8000 startups every year, today, 
this number is more than 15000, 
the Prime Minister informed.

The country’s largest carmaker 
Maruti Suzuki India on Monday 
announced opening of bookings 
for the upcoming new version of 
its compact SUV Brezza.

The new Brezza, to be 
launched at the end of the 
month, will come with features 
such as electric sunroof along 
with an array of sophisticated 
new-age tech, comfort, conve-
nience and connected features, 
the company said in a statement. 
It will also have a next genera-
tion powertrain with 6-speed 
automatic transmission option, it 
added without disclosing details.

Customers can pre-book the 
new Brezza with an initial pay-
ment of Rs 11,000 at any of the 

company’s Arena showroom or 
from its website, it said.

Since its launch in 2016, Brez-
za started a new trend of com-
pact SUVs in the country, Maruti 
Suzuki India Ltd (MSIL) Senior 
Executive Director (Marketing 
& Sales) Shashank Shrivastava 
said. “With over 7.5 lakh units 
sold in just 6 years, Brezza com-
mands a strong market share in 
the compact SUV segment in the 
country. Today we are happy to 
share that we will be introducing 
the most-awaited compact SUV 
in an all-new avatar,” he added.

Matching the changing aspi-
rations of young Indians, who 
want a vehicle that reflects their 
personalities, the new Brezza is 
a stylishly tech-enabled com-
pact SUV that will surpass 
the expectations of customers, 
Shrivastava said. MSIL Chief 
Technical Officer (Engineering) 
CV Raman said the new Brezza 
comes with an enhanced design, 
performance, technology and 
safety features.

India ranks 4th in global 
gold recycling; recycled 
75 tonnes in 2021: WGC

India has emerged as the fourth 
largest recycler in the world 
and the country has recycled 
75 tonnes in 2021, according to 
a World Gold Council (WGC) 
report.

According to the WGC re-
port titled ‘Gold refining and 
recycling’, China topped the 
global gold recycling chart as 
it recycled 168 tonnes of the 
yellow metal, followed by Italy 
in the second position with 80 
tonnes and the US at the third 
rank with 78 tonnes in 2021.

India was ranked fourth in 
the list as the country recycled 
75 tonnes in 2021. According 
to the WGC report titled ‘Gold 
refining and recycling’ from 300 
tonnes in 2013, India’s gold 
refining capacity increased by 
1,500 tonnes (500 per cent) in 
2021. The report further noted 
that the gold refining landscape 
in the country has changed over 
the last decade, with the number 
of formal operations increasing 
from less than five in 2013 to 
33 in 2021.

Mumbai: AirAsia India contin-
ued its dominance as the most 
punctual airline in India, as per 
the On Time Performance data re-
ported by the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA). In May 
2022, the airline topped the charts 
with 90.8% On Time Performance 
for four metro airports reported 
by the DGCA - Bengaluru, Delhi, 
Hyderabad and Mumbai.

The airline recently announced 
the expansion of its network to 

Lucknow with direct flights con-
necting Lucknow to Bengaluru, 
Delhi, Goa, Kolkata and Mum-
bai. AirAsia India is also connect-
ing Lucknow to other stations 
on its network with convenient 
one-stop itineraries, including 
Srinagar, Cochin, Hyderabad, 

and Guwahati.
Speaking about the achieve-

ment, Sunil Bhaskaran, MD & 
CEO, AirAsia India said “Show-
ing best-in-class performance 
on key parameters like On Time 

Performance is an affirmation of 
the commitment and dedication 
with which we strive to ensure 
consistency, efficiency and exem-
plary service in our operations.”

India, AirAsia (India) Private 
Limited is a joint venture between 
Tata Sons Private Limited and 
AirAsia Aviation Group Limited. 
AirAsia India commenced opera-
tions on 12th June 2014 and flies 
over 50 direct and 100 connecting 
routes across India. 
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India Tourism Development 
Corporation (ITDC) in col-
laboration with the Ministry 
of Tourism, launched Tour-
ism Awareness Programme 
(T.A.P) for taxi, cab, and 
coach drivers to offer behav-
ioural & soft skill training. 
The programme has been launched under the ‘Capac-

ity Building for Service Pro-
vider’ (CBSP) Scheme, and 
was officially launched by 
Dr. Sambit Patra, Chairman, 
ITDC), at the majestic Ashok 

Hotel, New Delhi in the pres-
ence of over 200 participants 
representing the transporta-
tion sector. On the occasion, 
Dr Patra also released the 
training manual, jointly with 
Sh. Piyush Tiwari, Director, 
Commercial & Marketing, 
and Harsh Bhutani, GM, 
Ashok Institute of Hospital-
ity & Tourism Management 
(AIHTM).

The biography of billionaire in-
dustrialist Gautam Adani, Adani 
Group chairman and founder, 
will hit the stands in October, 
announced Penguin Random 
House (PRHI) on Monday.

Written by journalist-author 
RN Bhaskar, “Gautam Adani: 
The Man Who Changed India”, 
claims to bring to light, for the 
first time, the unknown aspects 
of one of the richest men in the 
world. It will be released under 
PRHI’s ‘Hamish’ imprint.

At the helm of a business em-
pire that is now India’s largest 
player in ports and renewable 
energy, the Ahmedabad-based 
industrialist is currently also 
leading the country’s largest 
private sector player in sectors 
such as airports, city gas dis-
tribution, power transmission, 
thermal power, edible oil, and 
railway lines.

“I met Gautam Adani al-
most 18 years ago, while the 
Mundra Port was being built. 
What I saw then, and what I 
learnt from my discussions with 
key Adani group people, was 
that this port could change the 
transshipment landscape for 
the Middle East and India. It 

could reshape logistics, and even 
make Mundra the country’s first 
destination port,” Bhaskar said 
about the upcoming biography 
in a statement. “I gave talks in 
Dubai about how this man could 
change India’s trade patterns. 
I even wrote a cover story for 
a publication titled: The man 
who could change India . 18 
years later, I discovered that he 
actually has,” he added.

The book, according to the 
publishers, delves deep, detailing 
a range of fascinating anecdotes 
from Adani’s life, illuminating 
his early childhood, his initiation 
into business, and the learnings 
and opportunities he pursued.

It also talks about business, 

data, storytelling, and hard num-
bers, giving readers “the story of 
Gautam Adani that made him 
the Gautam Adani we know 
today, making it a one of kind 
insightful and inspirational read 
for industry experts, enthusiasts, 
and even young students and 
professionals”.

What fuels Adani’s motiva-
tions and vision? What are those 
episodes, minor and major, that 
propelled him to make the choic-
es he did that in turn shaped 
the world we live in today? Or, 
were there challenges in his life 
and how did he deal with those? 
are among the several questions 
that the book claims to answer.

“Gautam Adani is one of In-
dia’s most successful first gen-
eration business leaders, and 
I believe there is no book that 
captures his story and phenom-
enal rise over the past decades in 
detail. I am delighted that RN 
Bhaskar has taken up the task 
to fill the gap, and use years of 
research, insight and analysis to 
tell the story of one of the most 
intriguing business leaders in 
the country today,” said Milee 
Ashwarya, publisher, Ebury 
Publishing and Vintage, PRHI. 

Ace investor Rakesh Jhun-
jhunwala-promoted Akasa 
Air’s first aircraft Boeing 737 
MAX arrived in New Delhi on 
Tuesday, bringing it closer to 
securing the mandatory Air 
Operator Permit to start op-
erations.

The airline had received the 
ceremonial keys for the aircraft 
in Seattle, the US, on June 15, 
Akasa Air said in a statement.

This is the first delivery 
out of the 72 Boeing 737 Max 
planes that Akasa Air placed 
an order with Boeing last No-
vember.

“Akasa Air today, welcomed 
the arrival of the first of its 72 
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft, at 

the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, in the presence 
of its leadership team,” the 
airline said in the statement.

“The arrival of our first air-
craft is a very happy moment 
for all of us and marks an 
important milestone, bring-
ing us closer to our vision of 
building India’s greenest, most 
dependable, and most afford-
able airline,” said Vinay Dube, 
founder, Managing Director 
and Chief Executive Officer, 
Akasa Air.

Akasa Air is a prime ex-
ample of the progress made 
by Indian aviation in recent 
years, he said, adding “this is 
not just a significant milestone 
for us and Indian aviation, but 
it’s the story of a new India”.

Boeing is proud to partner 
with Akasa Air as they embark 
on their journey towards mak-
ing air travel inclusive and 
affordable for all, said Boeing 
India president Salil Gupte.

The CBI has arrested Sanjay 
Gupta, owner and promoter 
of Delhi based OPG Securities 
Pvt. Ltd, in connection with 
the NSE Co-location scam in 
which brokers allegedly abused 
the facility to make gains by 
getting early access to the 
stock market, officials said 
on Wednesday.

The agency has already ar-
rested Chitra Ramkrishna, 

former CEO and Managing 
Director of NSE and Anand 
Subramanian, former Group 
Operating Officer of the mar-
ket, they said.

Gupta was arrested here on 
Tuesday night, four years after 
the agency had registered the 
FIR in the Co-location scam 
case against him and his com-
pany.

The recent CBI probe 

showed that he allegedly tried 
to destroy evidence and also 
bribe SEBI officials investigat-
ing the NSE Co-location scam 

case, they said.
It is alleged Gupta ap-

proached a “syndicate” through 
which he tried to influence 
SEBI officials, they said.

The agency was also prob-
ing unidentified officials of 
the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) and 
the National Stock Exchange 
(NSE), Mumbai and other 
unknown persons.

TECNO is all-set to disrupt 
smartphone market yet 
again; launches POVA-3 
with India’s first 7000mAh 
battery & 33W fast charger
FW Desk 

Mumbai :  TECNO Mo-
bile, the global premium 
smartphone brand today 
launched yet another futuristic 
device POVA-3,under its per-
formance-oriented POVA 
series that mirrors the ethos 
of speed, power and perfor-
mance. Designed for gaming 
enthusiasts and Gen Z con-
sumers, POVA 
3 is  equipped 
with India’s first 
7000mAh bat-
tery with a 33W 
fast charge. This 
powerful com-
bination could transform the 
smartphone’s power back-up 
to address concerns of con-
sumer, who spend maximum 
time on their mobiles and have 
an increasing need for all-day 
battery performance. 

Mumbai: Commemorating the 
89th birth anniversary of Late 
Hari Shankar Singhania, former 
President of the J K Organisa-
tion, the eminent industrial 
group organized ‘Blood Dona-
tion Camps’ across its various 
plants and offices.

While, the group is involved 
in various social services, the 
blood donations camps were 
specially organized on this day 
as a tribute to Late Hari Shan-
kar Singhania who was always 
keen to do something extra for 
the society. A ‘Padma Bhushan’ 
awardee, Late Hari Shankar 
Singhania played an active role 
in the growth and consolidation 
of the JK Organisation by set-
ting up several new ventures and 
acquiring and inducting several 
companies into the group in the 
country and abroad.

Over 5500 employees of JK 
Organization registered for the 
humanitarian cause and came 
forward to support the blood 

donation drive through their 
participation. All the donors 
were tested for blood pressure, 
hemoglobin, weight check, etc, 
in the camps organized by JK 
Organisation before donation. 
Every donor was given a cer-
tificate of appreciation for their 
contribution.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Bharat Hari Singhania, 
Chairman, JK Organisation men-
tioned that, “With the belief of 
giving back to the society en-
grained in the ethos by the found-
ers, JK Organisation has stood 
strong for over 100 years now 

committed to enhance the quality 
of life for all. This blood donation 
drive across JKO Group compa-
nies is an initiative towards en-
suring the wellbeing of the larger 
population needing the lifesaving 
blood, on this auspicious occasion 
of Birth Anniversary of Late Hari 
Shankar Singhania.”

All the group companies of 
JK Organisation participated 
in the drive, including JK Tyre, 
JK Paper, JK Lakshmi Cement, 
JK Agri Genetics, JK Fenner, 
Umang Dairies Limited, Glob-
al Strategic Technologies Ltd, 
CliniRx Tangent Research Ltd, 
JK Insurance, Indica Travels, 
PSRI Hospital & JK Lakshmipat 
University.

JK Organisation is a multi-
national group head-quartered 
in India with a heritage of more 
than 125 years. The group has 
multi-business, multi-product 
and multi-location operations, 
with its foot prints in various 
countries across the globe. 

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Amritsar

The Associated Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries of 
India (ASSOCHAM), one of the 
oldest apex chambers in India, is 
organizing B2B Meetings with 
a visiting delegation from Shar-
jah Airport International Free 
(SAIF) Zone on 21 and 22 June 
at Hotel Taj Swarna, Amritsar. 
The agenda of these meetings is 
to explain the benefits of Free 
Trade Zones to businesses in 
Amritsar region and explore 
newly emerged business and 
investment opportunities in 
the UAE.

A m r i t  S a g a r 
Mittal,Chairman, ASSO-
CHAM North Region De-
velopment Council & Vice 
Chairman, International 
Tractors Ltd, said, “ The 
India-UAE CEPA (Com-
prehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement)    is 
the first comprehensive 
bilateral trade agreement in 
a decade and it will increase 
the flow of goods, services, 

investments, technology & 
work opportunities for Indian 
Businesses, bringing strong 
multiplier benefits across 
sectors. Agri and Food Prod-
ucts along with textiles is one 
of the major export items from 
India to UAE. However, with 
the CEPA in place, there is a 
huge scope for other Punjab 
industries like Readymade 
Garments, Auto Components, 
Sports Goods and Equipments 
etc. also to export to UAE. The 
aim of these meetings is to ap-
prise the participants on trade 
and investment opportunities 
in the UAE, especially in Shar-
jah Airport International Free 
(SAIF) Zone.»

There is no participation 
fee to attend these meetings, 
however pre-registration is 
mandatory..

GEECL gets nod for 
shale gas exploration 
in Bengal

The West Bengal govern-
ment on Thursday said it has 
executed a lease agreement 
for exploration and mining 
of shale gas with Great East-
ern Energy Corporation Ltd 
(GEECL).

The agreement, which was 
signed on Wednesday, will 
enable mining of shale gas in 
GEECL’s existing coal block 
at Raniganj area in Paschim 
Burdwan, the state govern-
ment said in an official release.

It is expected that up to 
6.63 TCF (trillion cubic feet) 
shale gas will be excavated in 
GEECL’s Raniganj block. It 
will bring in an investment 
of Rs 15,000 crore, and create 
further ancillary industries and 
generate thousands of new 
jobs for the local youth, the 
release said.

GEECL MD & CEO 
Prashant Modi said the com-
pany has executed an amend-
ment to its Petroleum Mining 
Lease (PML), and it will now 
go ahead with its shale explo-
ration programme.

Zomato to acquire Blink 
Commerce in Rs 4447 Cr deal

Online food delivery platform 
Zomato Ltd on Friday said it will 
acquire Blink Commerce Pvt Ltd 
(formerly known as Grofers In-
dia Pvt Ltd) for a total purchase 
consideration of Rs 4,447.48 crore 
in a share swap deal. The com-
pany’s board at a meeting held on 
Friday has approved acquisition 
of up to 33,018 equity shares of 
Blink Commerce Pvt Ltd from its 
shareholders for a total purchase 
consideration of Rs 4,447.48 crore 
at a price of Rs 13.45 lakh per 
equity share, Zomato said in a 
regulatory filing. This transaction 
will be carried out through issu-
ance and allotment of up to 62.85 
crore fully paid-up equity shares 
of Zomato, having face value of 
Re 1 each at a price of Rs 70.76 
per equity share, it added. The 
company already holds 1 equity 
share and 3,248 preference shares 
presently in BCPL, the filing said.

WallMantra aims 
to become a 100-cr 
brand by 2025
New Delhi: Innovative home 
decor start-up, WallMantra has seen 
its turnover go up from Rs 2 crores 
to Rs 20 crores since lockdown. It 
now aims to reach the Rs 100-crore 
mark by 2025.  Jitesh Agarwal, CEO 
of WallMantra, says, “When we 
started WallMantra in 2017, our 
goal was to give a trendy décor op-
tion - wall decal - at an affordable 
cost. Last year, our revenue touched 
Rs 18 crore, which is 10-times more 
than what we normally make. This 
has encouraged us to aim higher 
and reset our goals – we are now 
aiming to become a 100-crore brand 
in the next three years.” The plan 
also includes opening two stores 
in the NCR region and increasing 
the number of online sellers on 
their website. WallMantra, founded 
by Jitesh Agarwal, Shivam Agar-
wal, and Kundan Lal, manufactures 
and sells an elegant collection of 
wall decals, wall paintings, mirrors, 
smart furniture, curtains, bedsheets, 
and other home decor items. Mr 
Agarwal, said, “We are currently 
looking for funding and we require 
around US $2-million dollar (which 
is around Rs 15-crore).” 

Amul MD injured 
in road accident in 
Gujarat, stable

R S Sodhi, Managing Director 
of India’s leading dairy coopera-
tive GCMMF, which markets its 
products under Amul brand, 
sustained minor injuries in a 
road accident near Anand town 
in Gujarat on Wednesday night 
and was admitted to a hospital, 
police said.

The car in which he was trav-
elling turned turtle after hitting 
a divider on Anand-Bakrol road 
at around 9 pm, said Deputy 
Superintendent of Police B D 
Jadeja.

“Due to some unknown rea-
sons, the car driver lost control 
over the vehicle, which led to the 
accident. The driver as well as 
Sodhi were immediately taken 
to a nearby hospital by the lo-
cals. Both are out of danger as 
they sustained minor injuries,” 
he said.

World Rally Championship 
(WRC) Safari Rally Kenya, one 
of the most challenging rallies in 
the world has kick-started with 
the legends of WRC fighting it 
out for the top titles. Represent-
ing India in the grid is Arjuna 
Awardee Gaurav Gill who is mak-
ing his powerful comeback in the 
World Rally Championship after 
a hiatus of two years since Rally 

Turkey & Australia 2019. Gill 
returns to WRC 2 driving a Skoda 
Fabid Rally2 car for the first time 
with Brazilian co-driver Gabriel.

While the WRC grid will see 
some serious face-off between 
nine-time world champion Se-
bastien Loeb of M-Sport Ford 
Puma Rally1 and eight-time 
world champion Sebastien Ogier 
of Toyota Gazoo Racing who won 

last year’s Safari Rally Kenya, our 
Indian driver Gill has competition 
from highest-placed champion-

ship contenders Polish driver 
Kajetan Kajetanowicz driving 
Skoda Fabia Rally 2 and Martin 
Prokop from Czech who is field-
ing his trusty Ford Fiesta Rally2.

Gill kicked-off his Safari Rally 
camping with style by clocking 
the fastest time in the Shakedown 
that is basically part of official 
itinerary for setting up the pace 
for the rally in the WRC 2 grid 

which comprises of eight world 
class drivers.

Considered as one of the most 
dreaded events of the season, Gill 
showcased his driving prowess 
and control on the machine in 
SS1- Super Special Kasarani by 
clocking the fastest timings of 
3:32.9 in WRC2 grid, just 14.1 
seconds off the leader Ogier driv-
ing a works Toyota in WRC1.

PM inaugurates ‘Vanijya Bhawan’ 
and launches NIRYAT portal

Maruti Suzuki new Brezza bookings 
open; to be launched at month-end

JK Organisation organizes Blood Donation CampsGaurav Gill returns to WRC 2 Safari Rally Kenya

AirAsia India retains leadership position in on Time Performance : DGCA Report
AirAsia India continued to 
top the on Time Perfor-
mance charts with 90.8% 
OTP after leading the OTP 
charts in April 2022

The programme aims at 
drivers’ behavioural & soft 
skills training, with  ba-
sic knowledge of foreign 
language

Akasa Air takes delivery of 
first aircraft Boeing 737 MAX

India Tourism Development Corporation in collaboration with 
Ministry of Tourism  launches Tourism Awareness Programme 

Main accused in NSE Co-location case arrested

Biography of Gautam Adani to release in October ASSOCHAM to organise B2B Meetings with 
High Level Delegation from SAIF Zone, UAE
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HDFC Life has declared its high-
est ever bonus on its participating 
plans. The bonus of Rs. 2465 cr. 
was announced in the Company’s 
Board meeting held in April 
2022. 5.87 lakh policyholders 
are eligible for this bonus.

Out of the total amount of 
Rs. 2465 cr., Rs. 1,803 cr. will 
be payable in this financial year, 
as bonus on maturing policies or 
as cash bonuses. The remaining 
bonus amount would be payable 
in the future as and when poli-
cies cease to exist on account of 
maturity, death or surrender.

Vibha Padalkar, MD & CEO, 
HDFC Life, said, We are pleased 
to announce market competitive 
bonus payouts year after year. It 
is our way of exceeding the expec-
tations of our policyholders who 
strongly believe in financially 
securing themselves and their 
loved ones and have entrusted us 
with their hard-earned money. 
We stay committed to uphold the 
trust they have placed in us. It is 
our promise to keep delivering 
value to all.

HDFC Life Insurance Com-

pany Limited (‘HDFC Life’ / 
Company’) is a joint venture 
between HDFC Ltd., India’s lead-
ing housing finance institution 
and abrdn (Mauritius Holdings) 
2006 Limited, a global invest-
ment company.

Established in 2000, HDFC 
Life is a leading, listed, long-term 
life insurance solutions provider 
in India, offering a range of in-
dividual and group insurance 
solutions that meet various cus-
tomer needs such as Protection, 
Pension, Savings, Investment, 
Annuity and Health. As on 
March 31, 2022, the Company 

had 39 individual and 13 group 
products in its portfolio, along 
with 7 optional rider benefits, 
catering to a diverse range of 
customer needs.

HDFC Life continues to ben-
efit from its increased presence 
across the country having a wide 
reach with 372 branches and 
additional distribution touch-
points through several new tie-
ups and partnerships. HDFC 
Life has nearly 300 partnerships, 
comprising traditional partners 
such as NBFCs, MFIs and SFBs, 
and including new-ecosystem 
partners.

DBS Bank India Limited today 
announced that it has acquired 
a 9.9% stake in Svakarma Fi-
nance, a non-banking finance 
company, for delivering relevant 
financial solutions to micro en-
terprises through a combination 
of direct lending and co-lending.

DBS Bank India’s strategy for 
its expanded franchise across 
300+ locations and 500+ 
branches envisages significant 
growth in SME and consumer 
businesses. DBS will continue to 
identify opportunities to support 
lending to micro enterprises in 
a cost-efficient manner through 
its own expanded franchise as 
well as through partners.

Svakarma is a non-deposit 
taking NBFC, set up by sea-
soned ex-bankers to target 
micro-enterprises using an 
industry segment and cluster 
focused delivery model leverag-
ing smart technology and data. 
Currently present across Gu-
jarat, Maharashtra, and Tamil 
Nadu, Svakarma is looking to 
expand its network across the 
country. Svakarma’s vision is 
to democratise access to capital 

and knowledge to empower 
entrepreneurs by giving them 
access to credit, while building 
a high impact and profitable 
lending platform for MSMEs.

BS is a leading financial 
services group in Asia with 18 
markets. Recognised for its 
global leadership, DBS has been 
named ‘World’s Best Bank’ by 
Euromoney, ‘Global Banks of 
the Year’ by The Banker and 
‘Best Bank in the World’ by 
Global Finance. The bank is 
at the forefront of leveraging 
digital technology to shape the 
future of banking, having been 
named ‘World’s Best Digital 
Bank’ by Euromoney and the 

world’s ‘Most Innovative in 
Digital Banking’ by The Banker. 
In addition, DBS has been ac-
corded the ‘Safest Bank in Asia’ 
award by Global Finance for 13 
consecutive years from 2009 to 
2021. DBS was also ranked No. 
1 on Forbes’ list of the World’s 
Best Banks in India for two 
consecutive years.

DBS Bank has been present 
in India for 28 years, opening 
its first office in Mumbai in 
1994. DBS Bank India Limited 
is among the first foreign banks 
in India to start operating as a 
wholly owned, locally incorporat-
ed subsidiary of a leading global 
bank. DBS provides an entire 

range of banking services for 
large, medium and small enter-
prises and individual consumers 
in India. In 2016, DBS launched 
India’s first mobile-only bank, 
digibank, with ~1 million savings 
accounts. In November 2020, 
Lakshmi Vilas Bank was amal-
gamated with DBS Bank India 
Limited. The bank now has a 
network of over 500 branches 
across 19 states in India.

DBS provides a full range of 
consumer, SME, and corporate 
banking services. As a bank born 
and bred in Asia, DBS under-
stands the intricacies of doing 
business in the region’s most 
dynamic markets. DBS is com-
mitted to building lasting rela-
tionships with customers, as it 
banks the Asian way. Through 
the DBS Foundation, the bank 
creates impact beyond banking 
by supporting social enterprises: 
businesses with a double bottom-
line of profit and social and/or 
environmental impact. DBS Foun-
dation also gives back to society in 
various ways, including equipping 
communities with future-ready 
skills and building food resilience.

India will need USD 223 billion 
of investment to meet its goal of 
wind and solar capacity instal-
lations by 2030, according to a 
new report by research company 
BloombergNEF (BNEF).

The government has set a 
target of increasing non-fossil 
power capacity to 500 GW by 
2030. It wants non-fossil fuel 
power sources to provide half 
of its electricity supply by 2030.

“To achieve this target, India 
needs to massively scale up fund-
ing for renewables,” the report 
said, adding that USD 223 billion 
is required over the next eight 
years just to meet the solar and 
wind capacity targets.

At COP26 in November 2021, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced that India plans to 
reduce emission intensity by more 

than 45 per cent by 2030 to below 
2005 levels. He also announced a 
net-zero by 2070 target.

The report ‘Financing India’s 
2030 Renewables Ambition’, 
published in association with 
the Power Foundation of India, 
found that corporate commit-
ments from Indian companies 
could help India achieve 86 per 
cent of its 2030 goals of building 

500GW of cumulative non-fossil 
power generation capacity, a state-
ment issued by BNEF said.

By 2021, 165 GW of zero-car-
bon generation had already been 
installed in the country. Central 
Electricity Authority forecasts that 
the country’s reliance on coal to 
drop from 53 per cent of installed 
capacity in 2021 to 33 per cent in 
2030, whereas solar and wind 

together make up 51 per cent by 
then, up from 23 per cent in 2021.

Shantanu Jaiswal, lead author 
of the report and head of India 
research at BloombergNEF, said: 
“To date, the growth of renew-
able energy in India has been 
funded by a diverse set of finan-
ciers. Debt and equity structures 
have evolved as the market grew 
and new risks emerged. India’s 
ambitious renewable energy tar-
gets now require further scaling 
up of financing with new instru-
ments and learnings from other 
global markets”. Yet, the scaling 
up of renewables in India faces 
regulatory, project and financing 
risks, with PPA renegotiation, 
land acquisition and payment 
delays cited as key risks by in-
dustry stakeholders surveyed by 
BloombergNEF.

Mutual funds can 
resume investing in 
international stocks: SEBI

Capital markets regulator Sebi 
has permitted mutual funds to 
again invest in foreign stocks 
within the aggregate mandated 
limit of USD 7 billion for the 
industry.

This came in the wake of 
a major correction in global 
markets that brought down 
the valuation of international 
stocks. In January, Sebi had 
asked mutual fund houses to 
stop taking fresh subscriptions 
in schemes investing in over-
seas stocks. The directive to 
stop subscription was mainly 
on account of the mutual fund 
industry crossing the man-
dated limit of USD 7 billion 
for overseas investments.

The recent meltdown in 
global stocks reduced the cu-
mulative value of investments 
made by all the mutual fund 
houses together.

“Mutual fund schemes may 
resume subscriptions and 
make investments in over-
seas funds/securities up to the 
headroom available without 
breaching the overseas invest-
ment limits as of end-of-day 
of February 1, 2022, at the 
mutual fund level,” Sebi said 
in a communication sent to 
Amfi on Friday.

Also, the regulator has 
asked Association of Mutual 
Funds in India (Amfi) to en-
sure that the total utilisation 
of the overseas limit by each 
AMC or mutual fund remains 
capped at the February level.

The regulator’s approval 
came after Amfi made a re-
quest to Sebi for reviewing 
investment in overseas securi-
ties by mutual funds.

Meanwhile, Edelweiss Mu-
tual Fund announced that it 
will be accepting inflows in its 
international schemes from 
Tuesday.

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe on Monday held 
talks with a visiting IMF team on 
an economic programme that 
could be supported by the global 
lender’s lending arrangement for 
the cash-starved government which 
is seeking to find USD 6 billion to 
keep the country afloat for the next 
six months.

Earlier this month, Wick-
remesinghe, who is also the finance 
minister, held talks virtually with 
the Managing Director of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund Kristalina 
Georgieva as Sri Lanka has decided 
to seek the assistance of the Wash-
ington-based global lender to com-
bat the worst economic crisis since 
its independence from Britain in 
1948. The talks between Sri Lanka 
and the IMF commenced on April 

18. The Prime Minister’s Office 
said the IMF team is in Sri Lanka 
to continue in-person discussions 
with the Sri Lankan authorities 
to reach a staff-level agreement. 
The future course of the action 
on borrowing will depend on the 
conclusion of agreements between 
Sri Lanka and the IMF staff level, 
and the delegation will stay in Sri 
Lanka for about a week to hold 
discussions, the Prime Minister’s 
Office said.

Asia’s richest man Gautam Adani 
and his family have pledged to 
donate Rs 60,000 crore to charity 
to mark his 60th birthday.

Donations to be utilized in 
healthcare, education, and skill de-
velopment, his logistics-to-energy 
conglomerate said in a statement. 
The donation will be managed by 
the Adani Foundation. Adani, 
a first-generation entrepreneur 
who turned a small agri-trading 
firm into a conglomerate spanning 
coal trading and mining, ports 
and airports, power generation, 
gas distribution, green energy, 
data centre and cement, turns 
60 on Friday.

The money pledged for charity 
is just over 8 per cent of Adani’s 
USD 92 billion wealth. “On the 
year of the centenary birth an-
niversary of Gautam Adani’s fa-
ther Shantilal Adani, and Gautam 
Adani’s own 60th birthday, the 
Adani Family has committed a 
donation of Rs 60,000 crore to a 
range of social causes,” the state-
ment said. This is one of the largest 
charitable donations in Indian 

corporate history and joins the 
ranks of global billionaires like 
Mark Zuckerberg and Warren 
Buffett. Wipro’s Azim Premji and 
mining mogul Anil Agarwal have 
committed a large part of their 
wealth to philanthropy.

“To utilize the potential of 
India’s demographic advantage, 
there is an ever-growing need to 
focus on the areas of healthcare, 
education, and skill development,” 
the statement said. “The Adani 
Foundation has gained rich experi-
ence in working with communities 
focused on integrated develop-
ment efforts across all these areas.”

Addressing these challenges can 
significantly enhance the compe-
tence and competitiveness of our 
future workforce.

“In addition to being the 100th 
birth anniversary of my inspiring 
father, this year also happens to 
be the year of my 60th birthday 
and therefore the family decided 
to contribute Rs 60,000 crores 
towards charitable activities re-
lated to healthcare, education, 
and skill development, especially 
in the rural regions of our nation,” 
Adani said. “At a very fundamental 
level, programs related to all these 
three areas should be seen holisti-
cally and they collectively form 
the drivers to build an equitable 
and future-ready India. Our ex-
perience in large project planning 
and execution and the learnings 
from the work done by the Adani 
Foundation will help us uniquely 
accelerate these programs.

Dalai Lama donates 
Rs 10 lakh for flood 
relief in Assam

Tibetan spiritual leader the 
Dalai Lama has donated Rs 
10 lakh to support flood relief 
work in Assam and expressed 
grief over the hardship caused 
to people due to the calamity.

In a letter to Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma, he said 
he appreciates that the agen-
cies concerned are doing every-
thing to rescue those affected 
and provide them with relief.

“As a mark of my solidarity 
with the people of Assam, I 
am donating Rs 10,00,000 
from the Gaden Phodrang 
Trust of the Dalai Lama to 
support these agencies,” the 
letter read.

The flooding has led to 
extensive loss of life and 
property, and displacement 
of millions of people over 
the last week, the Tibetan 
spiritual guru said adding 
that it is most unfortunate 
that monsoon rains in Assam 
and other parts of the country 
wreak havoc year after year.

“I would like to express my 
sadness about the hardship 
caused to so many people in 
your state due to the recent 
floods. I offer my deep condo-
lences to you, to the families 
who have lost loved ones, and 
to everyone affected by the 
flooding,” he said in the letter 
to the chief minister.

Thanking him, Sarma 
tweeted: “Assam is humbly 
feeling blessed at His Holi-
ness @DalaiLama expressing 
concerns at ravaging floods 
in Assam and hardships it is 
causing. He has graciously 
sent his blessings.”

Gold declines by Rs 70, 
silver falls Rs 621

Gold prices declined by Rs 70 
to Rs 50,557 per 10 grams in 
the national capital on Friday, 
according to HDFC securities.

In the previous trade, the 
precious metal settled at Rs 
50,627 per 10 grams.

Silver prices also declined 
by Rs 621 to Rs 59,077 per kg 
from Rs 59,698 per kg in the 
previous trade.

“Spot gold prices for 24-car-
at gold in Delhi fell by Rs 70 
reflecting overnight fall in CO-
MEX gold prices,” said Tapan 
Patel, Senior Analyst (Com-
modities) at HDFC Securities.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading higher 
at USD 1,828 per ounce and 
silver was flat at USD 20.97 per 
ounce. Spot gold prices were 
up 0.33 per cent at COMEX, 
Patel added.

The rupee on Friday slipped 1 
paisa to close at its all-time low 
of 78.33 (provisional) against 
the US dollar.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange market, the local 
currency opened at 78.20 and 
finally settled at its all-time 
low of 78.33, down 1 paisa 
from its previous close. Dur-
ing the day, the local unit 
witnessed an intra-day high 
of 78.19 and a low of 78.35 
against the American cur-
rency. On Thursday, the 
rupee had settled at 78.32 
against the US dollar. The 
dollar index, which gauges 
the greenback’s strength 
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, fell 0.25 %  to 104.17.

Brent crude futures, the 
global oil benchmark, ad-
vanced 1.13 per cent to USD 
111.29 per barrel. On the do-
mestic equity market front, 
the BSE Sensex ended 462.26 
points or 0.88 per cent higher 

at 52,727.98, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty gained 142.60 
points or 0.92 per cent to 
15,699.25. Foreign institu-
tional investors remained 
net sellers in the capital 
market on Thursday as they 
offloaded shares worth Rs 
2,319.06 crore, as per stock 
exchange data.

Meanwhile, Reserve Bank 
Deputy Governor Michael D 
Patra on Friday said the Cen-
tral Bank will not allow “jerky 
movements” of the rupee and 
stressed that the Indian cur-
rency has witnessed the least 
depreciation in recent times.

Fixed Deposits: Several Private 
Banks hike interest rates 
Several Banks have over the 
past two weeks increased 
their  fixed deposit interest 
rates across tenures and on 
different amounts of deposits. 
This is a contagion effect of the 
Reserve Bank of India raising 
its repo rates by 50 basis points 
during their bi monthly monetary policy committee meet 
earlier this month, to tame rising inflation across the country. 
Several public and private sector bank fixed deposit interest 
rates have been hiked following this. For example, ICICI 
Bank, HDFC Bank and Bank of India FD rates have been 
increased over the past two weeks. HDFC Bank FD interest 
rates have been increased twice within a week. Some of them 
are mentioned here.

Tube Investments soars as Mo-
tilal Oswal Financial slaps ‘buy’ 
tag on company after starting 
coverage
Shares of Tube Invest-
ment rose sharply on 
June 24 after Motilal 
Oswal Financial Services initiated coverage on the stock with 
a ‘buy’ rating and set a price target of Rs 1,900, implying 
an upside of 25 percent over the next 12 months.

“Tube Investments offers diversified revenue streams, 
with strong growth in the core business, ramp-up in CG 
Power and optionality of new businesses incubated under 
TI-2 strategy,” the brokerage said in a note on June 24. It 
believes that the new strategy of the company could be a 
trigger for rerating in the future as the company looks to 
reinvest its cash flows to seed new platforms for long term 
growth and acquire stressed assets. At the same time, the 
company’s existing business in engineering, metal formed 
products, cycles and others will continue to be the bedrock 
of the new strategy. Tube Investments wants to drive 25 
percent annualised growth in net profit over the coming 
years. Overall, Motilal Oswal Financial Services expects 
revenues to grow 15 % on an annual basis for the next three 
years. Further, the brokerage sees net profit growing at an 
annual rate of 20 % over the coming three years.

Union Bank of India has com-
pleted the IT integration after 
which all the branches of erst-
while Corporation Bank have 
come fully under its fold as part 
of the amalgamation exercise, 
the bank said on Wednesday. 
With this IT integration, all of 
erstwhile Corporation Bank, 
including service and special-
ised branches, have been fully 
integrated with Union Bank of 
India (UBI), it said in a release.

All customers of erstwhile 
Corporation Bank have been 
successfully migrated to core 
banking solution (CBS) of 

Union Bank of India in a re-
cord time, it said. Along with 
this feat, the bank has success-
fully rolled out internet banking, 
mobile banking, UPI, IMPS, FI 
gateway, treasury and Swift for 
erstwhile Corporation Bank cus-
tomers thereby enabling them 
to transact seamlessly across 
branches and delivery chan-
nels of UBI.

Earlier, the bank migrated 
ATM switch and ATM termi-
nals smoothly into UBI network. 
Union Bank of India said the 
entire migration has been com-
pleted at a record time with least 

inconvenience to customers, with-
out effecting any change in their 
account numbers, debit cards or 
net banking credentials.

The entire migration has been 
executed in association with Info-
sys, EY, and BCG. The bank has 
already accomplished admin-
istrative amalgamation process 
with roll-out of new organisation 
structure, harmonised products 
and processes.

“We are delighted to achieve 
complete integration of all e-CB 
branches, and delivery channels. 
It opens huge opportunity for 
our customers and enhances 
our capability to offer innova-
tive products and services,” said 
Rajkiran Rai G, managing direc-
tor and chief executive officer of 
Union Bank of India. According 
to the plan, in the next phase, 
all branches of e-Andhra Bank 
shall also migrate to Finacle 10 
well within the current financial 
year, he added.

The amalgamation of Corpora-
tion Bank and Andhra Bank into 
Union Bank came into effect from 
April 1 this year.

J&K govt orders premature 
retirement of nine employees
Jammu and Kashmir administration on Friday ordered pre-
mature retirement of nine government employees, including 
five officers, in “public interest”, an official said. They have 
been sacked under 226(2) Article of Jammu and Kashmir 
Civil Service Regulations which allows the administration 
to retire government employees at any time after complet-
ing 22 years of service or attaining the age of 48 years, the 
official said. All the employees belong to the housing and 
urban development department. The article is essentially 
invoked to remove dead wood from the government services 
under which the employees can be retired after being given 
three months’ notice or three months of pay and allowance 
in lieu of the notice, the official added.

The first tranche of Sovereign 
Gold Bond (SGB) scheme 
for the current financial year 
opened for subscription today, 
June 20. The issue price of gold 
has been fixed at Rs 5,091 per 
gram.

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme 
2022-23 – Series I will be open 
till June 24, 2022. Investors 
applying online and paying on-
line get a discount of Rs 50 per 
gram. The issue price for such 
investors would be Rs 5,041 per 
gram. The issue date will be 28 
June 2022.

“The nominal value of the 
bond is based on the simple 
average closing price for gold 
of 999 purity of the last three 
business days of the week pre-
ceding the subscription period, 
works out to Rs 5,091 per gram 
of gold,” the Reserve Bank of 
India said.

According to the official re-
lease, the tenure of the SGB will 
be for eight years, with an option 
for premature redemption after 
the 5th year, the date on which 
interest will be payable.

The minimum allowable in-
vestment would be 1 gram of 
gold. The investors will also be 
compensated at a fixed rate of 
2.50 per cent per annum, pay-
able half-yearly on the nominal 
value.

Interested buyers can pay 
either throug cash (up to a 
maximum of Rs 20,000), 
demand draft, check or elec-
tronic banking. After issuance, 
a holding certificate will be 
issued for the same, which is 
eligible for conversion in De-
mat form.

Bonds will be sold through 
Nationalised Banks, Sched-
uled Private Banks, Post Of-
fices, Scheduled Foreign Banks, 
Stock Holding Corporation of 
India Limited and authorized 
Stock Exchanges either directly 
or through their agents.

HDFC Life Declares 
Bonus of Rs. 2465 cr

DBS Bank India acquires 9.9% 
stake in Svakarma Finance

India needs $223 bn to meet 2030 renewable capacity goals: Report IMF team holds talks with Prime 
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe

Rupee settles at all-time low 
of 78.33 against US dollar

Adani commits Rs 60,000 cr to charity

Union Bank Completes Integration of All 
Branches of Corporation Bank with Itself

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme 2022-23 
opens for subscription, issue price set 
at Rs 5,091 per gram for first tranche
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The 14th summit of BRICS 
nations - Brazil, Russia, In-
dia, China and South Africa 
-held in Beijing on June 23 via 
video link, the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry announced on Friday. 
China is this year’s chair of the 
BRICS grouping.

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will chair the summit. 
The theme of the summit is 
“Foster High-quality BRICS 
Partnership, Usher in a New 
Era for Global Development”.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi along with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
leaders of Brazil and South 
Africa will take part in the 
summit.

Also, BRICS leaders and 
leaders of “relevant” emerging 
markets and developing 

countries will attend the 
High-level Dialogue on Global 
Development in Beijing on 

June 24 to be hosted by Xi. 
Earlier this week, BRICS 

NSAs held an in-depth 

exchange of views and reached 
a consensus on issues such as 
strengthening multilateralism 

and global governance and 
responding to new threats and 
challenges to national security. 
The 12th Meeting of BRICS 
National Security Advisers 
and High Representatives on 
National Security was held via 
video link.

The 13th BRICS summit was 
held under India’s chairship 
in September 2021. It was the 
third time that India hosted 
the BRICS summit after 2012 
and 2016. 

Cash-strapped Pakistan has 
secured a deal with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to re-
store the stalled USD 6 billion 
assistance package and unlock 
doors for financing from other 
international sources, according 
to a media report on Wednesday.

The make or break deal was 
reached on Tuesday night fol-
lowing the IMF staff mission 
and the Pakistani team, led by 
Finance Minister Miftah Ismail, 
agreeing on an understanding on 
the 2022-23 budget after the au-
thorities committed to generate 
Rs 43,600 crore more taxes and 
increase petroleum levy gradually 
up to Rs 50 per litre, the Dawn 
newspaper reported.

The extended fund facility 
package of USD 6 billion was 
agreed in July 2019 for a period 
of 39 months. So far only half of 
the promised money has been 
reimbursed. The revival of the 
facility will immediately provide 
access to USD 1 billion, which 
Pakistan badly needs to buttress 
its dwindling foreign exchange 
reserves. The IMF mission will 
finalise monetary targets with the 
State Bank over the next couple 
of days and, in the meantime, 
share the draft of a Memoran-
dum of Economic and Financial 
Policy (MEFP).

The MEFP would also contain 
certain prior actions that would 
be necessary for implementation 
before the IMF board takes up 
Pakistan’s case for approval and 
the subsequent disbursement of 

about USD 1 billion next month.
We have now locked the 

budget in consultation with the 
IMF, Finance Minister Ismail 
told journalists, adding that all 
budget-related issues have been 
settled with the Fund. Citing top 
government sources, the report 
said that to win over the global 
lender, the Pakistani side agreed 
to start charging on all petroleum 
products a petroleum develop-
ment levy which will be gradually 
increased by Rs 5 per month to 
reach a maximum of Rs 50.

In yet another retreat, the gov-
ernment also agreed to impose 
1 per cent poverty tax on firms 
earning Rs 15 crore, 2 per cent 
on those earning Rs 20 crore, 3 
per cent on over Rs 25 crore and 
4 per cent on Rs 30 crore and 
above. In the original budget, 
the government had set a 2 per 
cent poverty tax only on those 
earning Rs 30 crore and above.

The sources said the IMF team 
will now finalise targets for net 
international reserves and net do-
mestic assets, but everything on 
part of the agreement had been 

settled. The IMF team would 
share its draft MEFP with the 
government on Friday.

The coalition government led by 
Shehbaz Sharif has agreed to revise 
upward the annual tax collection 
target by almost Rs 42,200 cr for 
the year 2022-23 by taking addi-
tional tax measures, in a bid to pla-
cate the technical team of the IMF. 
We have taken tangible additional 
tax measures without adding to the 
tax burden of the poor, the report 
quoted well-placed sources in the 
finance ministry. The additional 
tax measures will be announced 
in the final budget speech by the 
finance minister.

Although the government 
shied away from unpopular tax 
measures for fear of political 
backlash in its first budget and 
pinned its hopes on achieving 
maximum revenue from higher 
than expected inflation and eco-
nomic growth, the low revenue 
target did not go down well with 
the IMF, which asked Islamabad 
to take additional measures to 
make the revenue collection 
target more realistic.

China says it has successfully conducted a midcourse missile in-
terception test, a move that could advance its ability to withstand 
foreign intervention as it presses its territorial claims.

A brief statement from the Defence Ministry late Sunday gave no 
details, but said the test was purely defensive in nature and was not 
aimed at any foreign nations. Missiles are a major component of 

China’s defence and are the 
backbone of its space pro-
gramme that has launched 
astronauts and components 
to the nation’s orbiting space 
station. The interception test 

comes as China has been escalating threats against the self-governing 
island of Taiwan, which Beijing claims as its own territory to be an-
nexed by military force if necessary. 

20 Indian fishermen 
jailed in Pakistan for 
five years released
Pakistan in a goodwill ges-
ture on Sunday released 20 
Indian fishermen who have 
been languishing in a jail here 
for the last five years for al-
legedly fishing illegally in the 
country’s waters.

The twenty fishermen were 
lodged at Malir district jail in the 
Landhi area of Karachi. They 
were sent to Lahore on their 
way to the Wagah border where 
they will be handed over to the 
Indian authorities.

Jail superintendent Muham-
mad Irshad said the fishermen 
were released on the order of 
the federal government.

Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese on Mon-
day rejected calls for him to 
publicly demand the US drop 
its prosecution of WikiLeaks 
founder and Australian citizen 
Julian Assange.

The Australian government 
has been under mounting 
pressure to intervene since the 
British government last week 
ordered Assange’s extradition 
to the US on spying charges.

Assange’s supporters and 
lawyers say his actions were 
protected by the US Constitu-
tion. Albanese, who came to 
power at elections a month ago, 
declined to say whether he had 
spoken to President Joe Biden 
about the case.

There are some people who 
think that if you put things 

in capital letters on Twitter 
and put an exclamation mark, 
that somehow makes it more 
important. It doesn’t, Albanese 
told reporters. I intend to lead 
a government that engages 
diplomatically and appropri-
ately with our partners, Alba-
nese added.

Attorney General Mark 

Dreyfus and Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong responded to the 
British government’s decision 
by saying Assange’s case has 
dragged on for too long and ... 
should be brought to a close 
. They said they would con-
tinue to express that view to 
the UK and US governments, 
but their joint statement fell 
short of calling for the US to 
drop the case.

Assange supporters calling 
for Australian government in-
tervention include his wife 
Stella Assange. The Australian 
government can and should be 
speaking to its closest ally to 
bring this matter to a close, she 
told Australian Broadcasting 
Corp. Bob Carr, who was for-
eign minister when Albanese’s 
centre-left Labour Party was 

last in power in 2012 and 2013, 
wrote in an opinion piece in 
The Sydney Morning Herald 
on Monday that an Austra-
lian request to drop Assange’s 
prosecution was small change 
in Australia’s defense alliance 
with the US.

American prosecutors say 
Assange helped US Army intelli-
gence analyst Chelsea Manning 
steal classified diplomatic cables 
and military files that WikiLeaks 
later published, putting lives 
at risk. Carr noted that Man-
ning’s sentence was commuted 
in 2017. It looks like one rule for 
Americans, another for citizens 
of its ally, Carr wrote.

Carr told AuBC that Assange 
going on trial in the US would 
ignite anti-Americanism in Aus-
tralia in a way we haven’t seen .

Iran on Monday morning 
hanged a man convicted of 
killing two clerics in a stabbing 
attack in April at a revered 
Shiite shrine, the country’s 
state television reported.

The report says the death 
penalty was carried out by 
hanging after the country’s 
Supreme Court upheld a ver-
dict issued earlier by a Revolu-
tionary Court in northeastern 
city of Mashhad, the place of 
the attack.

The convicted man was 
identified as Abdollatif Mo-
radi and authorities said he 
had stabbed three clerics. Two 

died, one instantly, the other 
later in a hospital. No further 
details were available following 
the attack at the city’s Imam 
Reza shrine, a rare act of vio-
lence at the major pilgrimage 
site for Shiite Muslims.

However, Iran’s semioffi-
cial Tasnim news agency said 
Moradi was an Uzbek national 
who had entered Iran illegally 
through Pakistan a year ago.

The police have not offered 
a motive for the stabbing. The 
country’s interior minister, 
Ahmad Vahidi, at the time 
described it as a terrorist at-
tack” and vowed Iran would 
pursue the perpetrators and 
all “takfiris, a term used for 
Sunni extremists who consider 
other Muslims infidels.

Four other suspects were ar-
rested on charges of collabora-
tion in the attack

The headlines on the news-
stands in Seoul blared fresh 
warnings of a possible nuclear 
test by North Korea.

Out on the sidewalks, 
28-year-old office worker Lee 
Jae Sang already had an opinion 
about how to respond to North 
Korea’s fast-growing capacity 
to lob nuclear bombs across 
borders and oceans.

Our country should also de-
velop a nuclear programme. 
And prepare for a possible 
nuclear war,” said Lee, voicing 
a desire that a February poll 
showed was shared by 3 out of 
4 South Koreans.

It’s a point that people and 
politicians of non-nuclear pow-

ers globally are raising more 
often, at what has become a 
destabilising moment in more 
than a half-century of global 
nuclear nonproliferation efforts, 
one aggravated by the daily ex-
ample of nuclear Russia tearing 
apart non-nuclear Ukraine.

That reconsideration by 
non-nuclear states is play-
ing out in Asia. The region 
is home to an ever-more as-
sertive North Korea, China, 
Russia and Iran three nuclear 
powers and one near-nuclear 
power but is unprotected by 
the kind of nuclear umbrella 
and broad defense alliance 
that for decades has shielded 
NATO countries.

Authorities in Pakistan’s Punjab 
province have decided to de-
clare an “emergency” following 
a spike in cases of sexual abuse 
against women and children, 
the media reported on Monday.

Punjab Home Minister 
Atta Tarar on Sunday said the 
administration was forced to 
“declare an emergency to deal 
with rape cases”.

The minister said the rapid 
increase in cases of sexual abuse 
against women and children in 
the province was a serious issue 
for the society and government 
officials.

“Four to five cases of rape are 
being reported daily in Punjab 
due to which the government is 
considering special measures to 
deal with cases of sexual harass-
ment, abuse and coercion, the 
Dawn newspaper quoted the 
provincial minister as saying in a 
press conference at the Pakistan 

Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) headquarters.

The minister, in the pres-
ence of Law Minister Malik 
Muhammad Ahmed Khan, 
stressed that all cases will be 
reviewed by the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Rape and Law and 
Order, and that civil society, 
women rights organisations, 
teachers, and attorneys will 
also be consulted to keep a 
check on such incidents.

Tarar also urged parents to 
teach their children about the 
importance of safety and that 
youngsters should not be left 
alone in their homes without 
supervision.

Tarar stated that the accused 
in a number of cases had been 
detained, the government had 
launched an anti-rape cam-
paign, and that students would 
be sensatised about sexual ha-
rassment in schools.

PM to visit Germany, 
UAE from June 26-28
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will pay a three-day visit to Ger-
many and the United Arab 
Emirates beginning Sunday.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said Modi will visit 
Germany from June 26 to June 
27 to attend the G7 summit.

“ P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r 
Narendra 
Modi will 
be visiting 
Schloss El-
mau, Ger-
many at 

the invitation of Chancellor of 
Germany, Olaf Scholz, for the 
G7 Summit under the German 
Presidency on June 26 and 27,” 
the MEA said in a statement on 
Wednesday.

Amritsar:  The Jatha 
(group) of Sikh pilgrims of 
Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee (SGPC) 
today departed for Pakistan 
amid resonance of Khalsa’s 
jaikaras (Bole So Nihal Sat Sri 
Akal), to attend congregations 
regarding death anniversary 
of Sher-E-Punjab Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh.

The leadership of this jatha 
going to Pakistan has been en-
trusted upon SGPC member 
Gurmeet Singh Booh while 
another member Mithu Singh 
Kahneke will be its deputy 
leader. Before departure of the 
Jatha from SGPC headquar-
ters, following the tradition, 
the leaders were honoured 
with Siropaos (robes of hon-
our) by SGPC secretary Partap 
Singh, assistant secretary me-
dia Kulwinder Singh Ramdas 
and other officials.

Speaking on this occasion, 
SGPC secretary Partap Singh 
said that the SGPC had sent 
applications of 277 pilgrims 
for visas, of which, the visas of 
266 pilgrims were approved 

and received. Meanwhile, 
Sikh jatha leader Gurmeet 
Singh Booh said that he got 

the fortunate opportunity to 
lead the jatha with the Guru’s 
blessing.

SGPC to manage airfare for Sikhs 
coming to India from Afghanistan
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Commit-
tee (SGPC) President Advocate  Harjinder 
Singh while announcing support for the 
Afghan Sikhs said on Tuesday that due 
to the present situation, the air tickets of 
those Sikhs who want to come to India from 
Afghanistan will be managed by the SGPC.

Harjinder Singh also appealed to the Government of India 
to immediately give permission to safely bring the Sikhs liv-
ing in Afghanistan to India, so that they can come out of the 
atmosphere of fear. He said that the Sikhs living in Afghanistan 
do not need to be frightened and for those, who could not 
afford the transportation expense to come to India, the Sikh 
body SGPC will extend all possible support.

A flight by private Syrian air-
line Cham Wings landed on 
Tuesday at an airport used by 
Russia’s military in the coastal 
province of Latakia in western 
Syria, the country’s state news 
agency reported.

The flight from the city of 
Sharjah in the United Arab 
Emirates was the first to land 
in at the airbase since Da-
mascus airport was damaged 
by an Israeli airstrike earlier 
this month.

It is also the first Syrian 

international flight to land 
at the facility since Russia 
took it over after joining the 
war in Syria in September 
2015, helping tip the balance 
of power in favor of Syrian 
President Bashar Assad’s 
forces.

UK PM Boris Johnson 
calls for compromise to 
end major rail strike
British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson on Tuesday called for 
a sensible compromise on the 
pay demands by workers’ unions 
that have resulted in the UK’s 
worst rail strike in 30 years, with 
a majority of the staff walking 
out to cripple the networks.

Just one in 
five trains are 
expected to 
run on Tues-
day, Thursday 
and Saturday 
when work-
ers are on strike, with services 
across England, Wales and 
Scotland being affected from 
Monday evening. Passengers 
have been urged to travel by 
train only if necessary.

“Too high demands on pay 
will also make it incredibly dif-
ficult to bring to an end the cur-
rent challenges facing families 
around the world with rising 
costs of living,” said Johnson, 
ahead of a Cabinet meeting at 
Downing Street.

US Navy, Iran have tense 
encounter in Strait of Hormuz

The US Navy said Tuesday its 
forces had a tense encounter 
with Iran’s paramilitary Revo-
lutionary Guard in the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz.

The Navy’s Mideast-based 
5th Fleet said three Guard 
vessels had an unsafe and un-
professional encounter as the 
USS Sirocco and USNS Choc-
taw County transited Monday 
through the strait, the narrow 
mouth of the Persian Gulf.

The Navy said one of three 
of the Guard fast crafts raced 
head-on at the Sirocco before 
changing course. The Navy said 
the Sirocco fired a warning flare 
during the encounter as well.
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The World Sikh Organization of 
Canada (WSO) which came into 
being in the 1980s on the plank 
of ‘Khalistan’, over the years set 
its footprint as a human-rights 
champion while following the 
agenda of yesteryears.

It started roping in educated 
and talented youth into its fold 
that has now penetrated into the 
entire system of the governance of 
Canada, sources said. Despite some 
decrease in Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s Cabinet, the organisa-
tion has increased its grip over 
various arms of the government. 
The Organization’s primary agenda 
is raking issues against India.

WSO has four layers of office 
bearers, workers and activists. 
Elders like Gian Singh Sandhu, 
Prem Vinning, Chahal, Ajit Sahota, 
Inderjit Singh Bal, Gurpreet Singh, 
Balwinder Bains can be placed in 
the first layer.

Sitting board of directors, 
mostly youth, like Manbir Singh 
and several professionals can be 
grouped as its second but strong 
layer. Being young, educated, intel-

ligent and fully conversant in using 
advanced technology, the second 
layer is currently the brain behind 
innovative ideas. They make use of 
all available resources, in addition 
to creating additional resources, to 
achieve their agenda.

Educated activists and elected 
representatives like Balpreet Bal, 
Balpreet Boparai, Jaspal Singh Bal 
aka Amanpreet Bal, Jas Sandhu, 
politicians and those who holding 
high positions in the government 
and corporations form the third 
layer. This layer is perhaps plays 
the most effective role by partici-
pating in debates, creating lobbies, 
indoctrinating, coordinating with 
groups/organisations/people of 
their interests.

ONGC Videsh Limited , the 
wholly owned subsidiary and 
overseas arm of Oil and Natural 
Gas Corporation Ltd. (ONGC), 
the National Oil Company of 
India, has made an oil discovery 
in the recently drilled well, Ur-
raca-IX, in CPO-5 block, Llanos 
Basin, Colombia. Well, Urraca-
1X was spudded on 20th April 
2022 and drilled to target depth 
(TD) of 10956 ft., encountering 
17 ft thick oil-bearing sands at 
a depth from 10201ft -10218 
ft. During initial testing with 
Electrical Submersible Pump 
(ESP), fluid flowed @ approx. 
600 bbl./day with around 40-
50% W/C and oil of 16oAPI. Oil 
discovery in the Lower Mirador 
play in this well opens up new 
areas for further exploration in the 
northern part of the block.

ONGC Videsh has earlier dis-
covered commercial oil in the 

Lower Sand pay in Mariposa and 
Indico fields in the block in 2017 
and 2018 respectively, which are 
currently commercially producing 
@ 20,000 bbl oil per day.

Block CPO-5 was awarded to 
ONGC Videsh Limited in the 2008 
bid round of Colombia. ONGC 
Videsh holds 70% participating 
interest (PI) in the block along with 
operatorship, remaining 30% is 
held by partner Geopark. ONGC 
Videsh has a significant presence in 
oil & gas sector in Colombia, with 
three other exploratory blocks in the 
country and joint ownership of the 
oil producing company Mansarovar 
Energy Colombia Ltd (MECL).  Oil 
discovery in a new play in the block 
with the well Urraca-1X, reiterates 
the technical and operational prow-
ess of ONGC Videsh and adds one 
more feather in its cap towards the 
extensive Exploration and Drilling 
campaign in Colombia.

BRICS summit held in Beijing on June 23
BRICS summit

The theme of this year’s 
BRICS summit is ‘Foster 
High-quality BRICS 
Partnership, Usher in 
a New Era for Global 
Development’

Cash-strapped Pak secures deal with 
IMF to restore stalled USD 6 bn aid

Pak’s Punjab province decides to impose 
‘emergency’ due to rising rape cases

ONGC Videsh announces new 
discovery in Colombia

Iran hangs man convicted of killing clerics in April attackChina says midcourse missile 
interception test a success

No nukes ? Ukraine-Russian war 
will shape world’s arsenals

World Sikh Organization of Canada raking up issues against India

SGPC jatha departs for Pakistan to attend anniversary of 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh amid resonance of Jaikaras

Syrian plane lands in base after 
Damascus airport attack

Australian leader refuses to publicly intervene on Assange



08

A complete Knowledge capsule

A weekly Newspaper from Chandigarh & Delhi
For more stories & E-paper log on

www.thefinancialworld.com
SubScribE: youtubE channEl

FW news

FolloW uS

Read & Lead

Rs 5 • chandigaRh • new delhi • weekly • saturdaY • 29 JanuaRy 2022• volume 21, issue 44

city talks

potpourri

It’s a packed slate for 
BhumI pednekar  wIth sIx releases  In 2022

2

8

ndps case: sc grants 
InterIm protectIon from 

arrest to sad’s BIkram 
majIthIa

corporates & industryresearch, InnovatIon 
necessIty for sustaIned 

growth of pharma sector: 
mandavIya

5
HigHligHt of tHe week1    no one can stop nation whose youth 

works with spirit of nation first: pm at 

ncc rally2  ’unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets 

aside suspension of 12 Bjp mlas from 

maha assembly3   omicron not result of recombination 

between previous variants:  
study

New Delhi: prime Minis-

ter narendra Modi on thurs-

day proposed elevating ties 

with central asia to an un-

precedented new level, guid-

ed by an “ambitious vision” 

shared by india and the five 

post-soviet republics.”our 

cooperation has achieved 

many successes over the past 

three decades. and now, at 

this crucial juncture, let us 

define an ambitious vision 

for the coming years as well,” 

pM Modi said in the first 

india-central asia summit 

held in a virtual format.
the prime Minister stressed 

the region’s security and pros-

perity can be guaranteed only 

if the india and central asian 

countries firmly bond. pM 

Modi wanted to “make it clear 

that mutual cooperation be-

tween india and central asia 

is essential for regional secu-

rity and prosperity”.
He pointed out that “cen-

tral asia is central to india’s 

vision of an integrated and 

stable extended neighbour-

hood”. central asia and West 

asia are the key pillars defin-

ing india’s doctrine of engag-

ing its “extended neighbour-

hood”.
second, the prime Min-

ister made it plain that the 

next phase of ties can be an-

chored only if the new delhi-

central asia relationship is 

firmly institutionalised at all 

levels drawing many layers 

of stakeholders. “the second 

objective is to give an effective 

structure to our cooperation. 

this will establish a framework 

of regular interactions at dif-

ferent levels and among vari-

ous stakeholders.the prime 

Minister said that the third 

objective of the summit was “to 

create an ambitious roadmap 

for our cooperation.”referring 

to the centrality of regional 

security, the prime Minister, 

specially cited the common 

concern shared by india and 

central asia to defuse turbu-

lence in afghanistan. 
“We are all concerned about 

the developments in afghani-

stan. in this context also our 

mutual cooperation has be-

come more important for re-

gional security and stability,” 

pM Modi said. analysts point 

out that the prime Minister’s 

initiative to deepen structural 

linkages with central asia has 

at least four major objectives. 

First, the new initiative seeks 

to revive the natural historical 

and civilisational ties between 

india and the region in the 

digital age. second, as india’s engage-

ment-from culture, economy, 

energy and military---deepens, 

it will serve an antidote to 

region’s critical reliance on 

china, and the temptation to 

embrace turkey, which is woo-

ing these countries on account 

of their turkic cultural roots. 

india shares this perception 

with russia, whose president, 

Vladimir putin was in new 

delhi last month. third, in-

dia sees secular central asian 

countries as bulwarks to re-

verse the tide of fundamental-

ism and extremism radiating 

from afghanistan and paki-

stan. Fourth, central asia is 

rich in natural resources-an 

element which can be fused 

in india’s atmanirbhar Bharat 

vision.the prime Minister 

spotlighted that india has 

deep relations with all of the 

central asian countries. He 

cited kazakhstan, which had 

emerged unscathed of a seri-

ous bout of internal instability, 

as an important partner in 

india’s energy security.
looking ahead, the pM 

Modi said that the summit will 

also focus on trade, connectiv-

ity, development partnership, 

culture, and people-to-people 

ties. india is keen that the 

landlocked central asia sees 

the iranian port of chabahar 

as the natural gateway to the 

indian ocean, instead of over-

relying on the pakistani ports 

of karachi and the Gwadar in 

the conduct of its seaborne 

international trade. AGeNCieS

PM flags intent to elevate India-Central Asia 

ties to a new level during first regional summitmodi saId  Central Asia is central to India’s vision 

of an integrated and stable extended 

neighbourhood  We are all concerned about the 
developments in Afghanistan. In this 

context also our mutual cooperation 

has become more important for 
regional security and stability

New Delhi: emphasising president ram nath kovinds 

compassion, two retiring majestic horses, Vikrant and Viraat, 

will be retained in the presidents Bodyguard.Both decisions, 

to retain Vikrant and Viraat, are in line with india’s high 

traditions of humane treatment of animals and aligned to 

president ram nath kovind’s own compassion for them it 

is learnt.all policies pertaining to army animals are issued 

by the army headquarters. 
Hence, presidential Bodyguard animals also follow the 

regulations of the Ministry of defence (Mod), president’s 

Bodyguard sources said.the Mod is the administrative 

ministry and only competent authority to explain queries 

pertaining to upkeep of animals.However, the president’s 

Bodyguard will be making a request to the army headquar-

ters to retain Virat in the regiment for his retired life as 

a mark of respect for his services, president’s Bodyguard 

sources said.it is learnt that another majestic horse, Vikrant, assigned 

to president’s Bodyguard and retiring around the same 

time, may be retained similarly. 
AGeNCieS

president’s Bodyguard to 
retain retiring horses vikrant, 

viraat as mark of respect

New Delhi: terming it 

unconstitutional and arbi-

trary, the supreme court 

on Friday set aside the year-

long suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly.a bench headed 

by Justice a.M. khanwilkar 

said the suspension could 

have only been for a session 

of the House. it further added that the 

resolution for suspending 

the 12 BJp Mlas for a year 

was illegal and declared it 

ineffective.on January 19, 

the top court reserved the 

verdict on petitions challeng-

ing the one-year suspension 

of the 12 BJp Mlas from 

the Maharashtra legislative 

assembly for their alleged 

misconduct and misbehav-

iour in the House in July, 

last year.a battery of senior advo-

cates -- Mahesh Jethmalani, 

Mukul rohatgi, neeraj kis-

han kaul, and siddharth 

Bhatnagar argued for the 

suspended legislators. 
the senior advocates 

were assisted by advocates 

siddharth dharmadhikari 

and abhikalp pratap singh.

senior advocate c.a. sun-

daram, representing the 

Maharashtra government, 

argued the act of suspending 

a member from the legisla-

tive assembly for one year is 

not barred by the constitu-

tion. the petitioners’ coun-

sel contended that merely 

exercising inherent power 

can the House act contrary 

to the constitution, and no 

preliminary power can go 

beyond the constitution or 

fundamental rights.
the petitioners argued 

that there was no justifica-

tion of suspension, which 

affects the right of the con-

stituency. rohatgi empha-

sized that the decision of 

1-year suspension is grossly 

irrational, as there was non-

compliance with natural jus-

tice.during the hearing, the 

top court had observed that 

the suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly in July, for a year, 

for misbehaving with the 

presiding officer in chair, 

both inside and outside the 

assembly, was “worse than 

expulsion”.the suspensions came 

after the legislators had 

misbehaved with the then 

speaker-in-chair, Bhaskar 

Jadhav for refusing them 

sufficient time to speak.the 

suspended BJp legislators in-

clude -- ashish shelar, Girish 

Mahajan, atul Bhatkalkar, 

Jaykumar rawal, yogesh 

sagar, narayan kuch, ab-

himanyu pawar, sanjay kute, 

ram satpute, parag alvani, 

kirtikumar Bhangadiya and 

Harish pimpale. AGeNCieS

‘unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets aside 

suspension of 12 BJp Mlas from Maha Vs
New Delhi: india got its 

first-ever export order for 

BrahMos missiles on Friday 

when the philippines’ de-

fence Ministry signed usd 

374 million contract with the 

BrahMos aerospace pvt ltd 

(Bapl) to supply undisclosed 

number of missiles, military 

officials stated.the Bapl, an india-russian 

joint venture, produces the su-

personic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from sub-

marines, ships, aircraft, or from 

land platforms.the usd 374 

million contract is to supply 

shore-based anti-ship BrahMos 

missiles to the philippines’ navy, 

the military officials noted.
in a statement, the defence 

Ministry said: “the Bapl 

signed a contract with the 

department of national de-

fence of the republic of phil-

ippines on January 28, 2022, 

for supply of shore-based 

anti-ship missile system to 

the philippines.””the Bapl 

is a joint venture company 

of the defence research and 

development organisation. 

the contract is an important 

step forward for Government 

of india’s policy of promoting 

responsible defence exports,” 

it added.india has already 

deployed a sizeable number 

of the Brahmos missiles and 

other key assets in several stra-

tegic locations along the line 

of actual control with china 

in ladakh and arunachal 

pradesh. 
AGeNCieS

India gets first-ever export order for Brahmos 

missiles; philippines signs usd 374 million contract

New Delhi:   since the 

election commission has 

banned physical campaigning 

due to prevailing covid-19 

situation in the country and 

the political parties are doing 

virtual rallies, the commis-

sion is keeping a close tab 

on the money spent on these 

rallies.
the commission has 

banned the physical rallies 

till January 31 this year and 

will review the situation after 

that.according to the sources, 

the commission’s observers 

are keeping a tab on the cam-

paign contents, which are be-

ing circulated during these 

virtual rallies.the commission on Jan-

uary 14, had conducted a 

detailed meeting with the 

government officials who 

have been designated as 

general, police and expen-

diture observers, who were 

asked to keep close watch 

on the expenditure during 

these virtual rallies too.dur-

ing the meeting with election 

observers the ec underlined 

the twin concerns on expen-

diture and content on virtual 

mode while the chief elec-

tion commissioner sushil 

chandra reminded ‘expendi-

ture observers’ to be innova-

tive in countering ‘new and 

latest methods of inducement’ 

to the voters.the poll panel has issued 

the guidelines to ensure that 

money spent on virtual cam-

paign is fully accounted for in 

the expenditure statements 

filed by candidates and po-

litical parties.the commis-

sion has already amended the 

format of expenditure state-

ment by adding column for 

virtual rallies.the candidates 

are expected to file the details 

of rallies including the num-

ber of virtual rallies, amount 

spent and also the campaign 

contents shared during these 

rallies.
the eci has also directed 

the social media platform 

companies to ensure compli-

ance with the voluntary code 

of ethics amid heavy online 

campaigning due to ban of 

rallies.the commission has 

increased the expenditure 

limits for the forthcoming as-

sembly elections and under the 

new order issued on January 

6, 2022, the maximum limit 

for the expenditure by a can-

didate in Manipur and Goa is 

fixed at rs 28 lakh while for 

the other three states punjab, 

uttar pradesh, uttarakhand is 

fixed at rs 40 lakh. AGeNCieS

eci keeping close watch on 

expenditure of virtual rallies
new delhi:  Vice president and rajya sabha chairman 

M. Venkaiah naidu will chair the meeting of the rajya 

sabha floor leaders on January 31, ahead of Budget session 

of the parliament.this meeting will take place virtually as 

precautionary measure against the covid-19 spread.in the 

customary meeting ahead of the important session, the 

chairman will ask for the co-operation of all political parties 

for the smooth running of the House.recently, the rajya 

sabha chairman also tested positive for covid-19 and now 

he has been recovering, sources said.the government has 

called an all-party meeting on January 31 to discuss issues 

and legislative business for the budget session.the all-party 

meeting of floor leaders will be held virtually.Floor leaders of all the po-litical parties in both the Houses of parliament are invited for the meet-ing to discuss issues and legislative business in the ensu-ing smooth functioning of the Bud-get session.the meeting will be held virtually at 3 p.m.the Budget ses-

sion of parliament will be held in two parts.First part will 

be held from January 31 till February 11, and the second 

part will be held from March 14 to april 8. 
iANS  

naidu to chair meeting 
of rs floor leaders ahead 

of Budget session

New Delhi: Former Vice president Hamid ansari and 

actress swara Bhaskar participated in an event by iaMc 

on republic day, an organisation which tried to get india 

blacklisted by the us, disinfolab said in a report."Former 

Vp ansari & actor swara Bhaskar participating in an event 

by iaMc to 'save pluralism' on #republicday they may 

not know: iaMc paid money to get india black-list by the 

us is linked with Jamaat-e-islami (Jei) & linked with the 

fraud in name of covid crisis," 

disinfolab said in a tweet.uapa 

was imposed on indian american 

Muslim council (iaMc) last year 

for spreading fake news to incite 

communal violence and reinforc-

es the narrative of minority plight 

in india - from fabricated stories 

on caa to tripura violence, the 

report said. iaMc members like 

kaleem kawaja have been vocal supporter of taliban.direc-

tor of operations in iMana is Zahid Mahmood, who is a 

former pak navy official. coincidentally, iMana is also 

linked with islamic society of north america (isna), a 

Muslim Brotherhood front in the us.iaMc is headed by 

rasheed ahmed, who was executive director (2008-17) 

of another shady front -- islamic Medical association of 

north america (iMana).  

AGeNCieS

hamid ansari attends Iamc event which 
had tried to get India blacklisted

The Budget is  people-friendly and progressive. Along with strengthening economy, it will create 
new opportunities in the 

sphere of infrastructure, 
investment and jobs.”NareNdra Modi, Prime Minister

banking & finance
Crypto not currencies as 

they are not issued by the 
central bank: FM 

P4economy & policyLower, middle and higher 
income groups tend to agree 

mostly on Budget 
P5industryPM-DevINE to boost livelihood 

activities for youth, women in 
NE: Industry bodies  P7

        sECTORWIsE                                  
○  defence `1,93,407 crore○  eneRGY `1,47,190 crore○  commUnIATIon 

`21,394 crore○  SocIAL SeRVIce 

`1,78,906 crore 
  

         aLLOTMENT                                 ○  eneRGY 
`1,47,190 crore

○  TRAnSPoRT `1,25,357 crore
○  mSmeS 
`5,000 crore

○  AVIATIon `4,000 crore 

  aLLOCaTION          ○  edUcATIon `1.04 lakh crore
○  home AffAIRS `1,85,776 crore

○  RAILWAYS `1.40 lakh crore
○  commUnIcATIon `1.05 lakh crore 

  sECTORWIsE              
○  AGRIcULTURe 
`1.32 lakh crore

○  defence `5,25,166 crore
○  heALTh `82,600 crore

○  InfRA `1.99 lakh crore   
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vantage  pointDelhi govt receives 1,300 
responses from people 

for its ‘Swaraj Budget’ 
Delhi Budget 2022-23 will bring 

back the derailed economy of 
the city on track and foster 

economic growth 
P2

 
Budget focuses on 

welfare: NaddaThe Union Budget focused 
on upliftment of the poor 

and weaker sections P3
 

66.8 pc feel Budget will 
strengthen the economy 

The Budget well when 
it comes to long-term 

prospects despite the 
hardships they are facing 

at the moment 
P5Govt cuts customs duty 

on some mobile parts
The govt on Tuesday announced duty concessions 

on certain mobile phone 
parts that may make some 

of the mobile handsets 
cheaper.  

P7

with 35% hike, huge push for capital expenditure; digital assets taxed

whats  up

whats down

NEWDELHI: With a special 

focus on capital expenditure, 

Union Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore 

Budget 2022-23 in Lok Sab-

ha. Eyeing 8% growth in the 

upcoming fiscal, the govern-

ment has planned to extend 

Rs 1 lakh crore interest-free 

loans to states. The personal 

income tax rates have been 

left untouched. The growth 

projection is based on oil price 

projection of $70-75 per bar-

rel next fiscal and against the 

current price of $90.
The CapEx head saw a rise 

by 35.4%, around Rs 2 lakh 

crore, as the economic blue-

print pegged it at Rs 7.50 lakh 

crore against the last year al-

location of Rs 5.54 lakh crore. 

In the current financial year, 

the growth rate is expected 

to be 9.2%. The draft also 

indicates that economic ac-

tivity has recovered to pre-

pandemic level and it is well 

placed to take on challenges 

in 2022-23. The Finance Ministry has in-

creased tax deductions for in-

vestments in pension schemes 

for government employees 

besides proposing 30% tax 

on cryptocurrencies. 
The fiscal deficit has plunged 

to 6.9%. This is estimated to 

be at 6.4% in the next finan-

cial year. National Highways will be 

extended by 25,000 km with 

a hike of Rs 1 lakh crore. The 

scope of PM GatiShakti Na-

tional Master Plan will en-

compass the seven engines 

— Roads, Railways, Airports, 

Ports, Mass Transport, Wa-

terways and Logistics Infra-

structure — for economic 

transformation, seamless 

multimodal connectivity and 

logistics efficiency.
The MGNREGA’s allocation 

is Rs 73,000 crore. The fund 

for Rural Development De-

partment has been hiked to Rs 

1,35,944 crore. In agriculture 

sector, the govenment will 

boost the use of Kisan Drones 

for crop assessment, pesti-

cide spray and land record 

digitisation. Natural farming 

along Ganga will also be the 

government’s focus. 
With mental healthcare in 

mind, the government will set 

up a National Digital Health 

Ecosystem and National Tele 

Mental Health Programme. 

The defence sector drew sig-

nificant attention of the Cen-

tre as it saw a hike of 9.82% 

rise at an overall allocatoin 

of Rs 5,25,166 crore for the 

Ministry of Defence. The capi-

tal for new acquisitions has 

been hiked by over 12%. The 

capital budget for the Border 

Roads Organisation has been 

increased to Rs 3,500 crore. 

 

AGENCIES

EYE ON 8% GROWTH Who
What

Said
The visionary Budget will 

help make India the world’s 
leading economy. The Budget will 

change the economy scale. Its 
size (Rs 39.45 lakh crore) shows 

our economy is rapidly growing 

even in the pandemic.”
aMit Shah, Union Home Minister 

The Budget is mostly 
for capitalists. The country is 

gradually turning into unequal 

as nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 
have been provided to the big 

industrialists.”
P. chidaMbaraM, Former Finance Minister

People had high 
expectations from the Budget 

during Covid period. It has left 
people disappointed as the Union 

Budget offers nothing for them. 

Nothing has been done to bring 

respite from inflation.”
arviNd kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister

NEW DELHI: Amid the 

Central leadership hailing the 

Budget as people-friendly, Op-

position leaders have slammed 

the government, terming it a 

“Pegasus spin budget”. 
After Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

the Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget 

2022-23 in the Lok Sabha, 

Congress leaders, including 

Rahul Gandhi, said it was a 

“Lollypop budget”. They al-

leged it had exposed the gov-

ernment’s “anti-farmer and 

anti-poor” face. West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee termed it 

a “Pegasus spin budget” that 

provided nothing to the com-

mon people who have been 

“crushed” by unemployment 

and inflation.Senior Congress leader and 

former finance minister P 

Chidambaram dubbed the 

Budget as “the most capital-

ist” and said the country was 

turning into “very unequal” as 

nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 

have been provided to the big 

industrialists.Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 

the Budget was nothing but 

an attack on subsidies and old 

rhetoric. The Congress wrote 

on Twitter that the salaried 

and middle classes waited in 

anticipation for a Budget to 

help them through their trou-

bles, but the Lollipop Budget 

has proved that time spent 

waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come 

under BJP rule is nothing but 

time wasted.”Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal dubbed the Union 

Budget as “disappointing” and 

said it has nothing for the com-

mon people.CPM general secretary Sita-

ram Yechury questioned the 

government on the purpose of 

the Budget and asked why the 

wealthy have not been taxed 

further. “Budget for whom? 

The richest 10% Indians own 

75% of the country’s wealth. 

The bottom 60% own less 

than 5%. Why are those who 

amassed super-profits during 

the pandemic, while jobless-

ness, poverty & hunger have 

grown, not being taxed more?” 

Yechury asked in a tweet.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 

Mayawati said the Budget 

has been brought to “woo the 

public with new promises” and 

alleged that the Centre has 

forgotten to implement its old 

announcements.Swaraj India president Yo-

gendra Yadav said  the gov-

ernment took its “revenge” on 

farmers for leading a successful 

movement against the now-

repealed farm laws. AGENCIES

Opposition leaders see Lollypop, 

Pegasus spin in govt blueprint‘Why are those who amassed wealth during the 
pandemic, while 

joblessness, poverty 
grew, not being taxed more?’

Following are the highlights of the 2022-23 Budget presented 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: 

HEALtH AND SANItAtIoN

  The Ministry of Ayush has got Rs 3,050 in the Union Budget 

2022-23, a slight increase of 2.69% from 2021-22 when 

Rs 2,970 crore was earmarked for the same.  

  Budget documents show that the spending on medical 

and public health has been reduced from Rs 74,820 crore 

in 2021-22 to Rs 41,011 crore in 2022-23 due to lower 

requirement of vaccination. 

  The health sector has been allocated Rs 86200.65 crore. 

This is an increase of 16 per cent over Rs 73,931 crore in 

2021-22.DEfENCE  The defence budget has been hiked to Rs 5.25 lakh crore 

from last year when the allocation was Rs 4.78 lakh crore. 

  The major thrust is on procurement of weapons and military 

platforms from domestic players as well as to involve them 

in defence research and development.

  According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 68% 

of the outlay for defence procurement will be set aside for 

buying from domestic industry and that 25% for defence 

research and development (R&D) will be kept for collabo-

ration with the private sector.

  An independent nodal umbrella body will be set up for 

private players to meet their requirements for testing and 

new technologies and to get the certification.

  The overall defence budget of 5,25,166 crore including 

Rs 1,19,696 crore for defence pensions is an increase of 

9.8% compared to last year’s total outlay. The defence 

budget excluding the pension component stands at Rs 

4,05,470 crore.
  Separately, Rs 20,100 crore has been set aside for the 

Ministry of Defence (civil).
EDuCAtIoN  The allocation for the education sector has been increased 

to Rs 1.04 lakh crore from Rs 93,224 crore (Budget esti-

mate) in 2021-22.
  The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, laid emphasis 

on digital modes of education to reverse learning losses 

caused by the Covid pandemic. The revised estimate for 

2021-22 is Rs 88,001 crore.

   ‘One class-one TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA will 

be expanded from 12 to 200 TV channels. This will enable 

all states to provide supplementary education in regional 

languages for Class I-XII.

  School education has got Rs 63,449.37 crore, SamagraShiksha 

Abhiyan Rs 37,383.36 crore, Kendriya Vidyalayas Rs 7,650 

crore and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas Rs 4,115 crore. 

Higher Education has been allocated Rs 40,828 crore 

AGrICuLturE  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare have 

got Rs 1,32,513 crore, which is a hike of 4.5 per cent than 

the  last year’s budgetary allocation. 

  Rs 6,407.31 crore has been kept aside for the Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. This is around 

44 per cent compared to the last year’s sum.

  The Food Processing Industry has been allocated   

Rs 2,941.99 crore, a hike of over 200 per cent.

  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Yojana has been allocat-

ed Rs 6,75,000 crore and crop insurance scheme  

Rs 15,500 crore.

* Barring diamond traders, the Budget has nothing much  

to offer to the jewellery industry.

  Headphones 
   Electronic toys

   Earphones 
  Unblended fuel

  Smart meters 
   Loudspeakers

  Imitation jewellery    Solar cells

   Solar modules 
   Umbrellas

   X-ray machines

  Phone camera lens   Apparel

  Phone charger 
  Frozen mussels

  Methyl alcohol 
   Cocoa beans

  Polished diamond*   Acetic acid

  Computer, laptop   Asafoetida

The highlighTs

NEWDELHI: Terming it a “zero-sum 

budget”, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 

alleged that the Union Budget 2022-23 

had nothing for those hailing from poor 

and middle class families. “There is despair 

all around our country, our youth have no 

future and once again the Modi govt’s budget completely 

ignores this painful reality,” he wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, taking a dig at him, Finance Minister Sith-

araman said Rahul, as a leader of the oldest political 

party, should understand what was being said. 

Nothing for poor, middle class: Rahul

MuMbAI:Presenting the Bud-

get, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman proposed to tax any 

income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset at 30 per cent 

and impose a 1 per cent tax de-

duction at source of transactions 

above a monetary threshold.
Sitharaman said it should 

not be seen as a step towards 

legalising or recognising crypto-

currencies. “There is a process of 

consultation, which is going on, 

about crypto,” she said.
Though it made some experts 

feel that the measure was a step 

towards legitimising it, a day 

later, Finance Secretary TV So-

manathan cleared the air that 

cryptocurrency would never be 

a legal tender. In an interview, 

Somanathan said just like gold 

and diamond, despite being 

valuable, are not a legal tender, 

private cryptocurrencies too will 

never be a legal tender.
Earlier, Sitharaman said tax-

ing the digital currencies was 

justified as there had been a 

phenomenal increase in trans-

actions in virtual digital assets, 

making it imperative to provide 

for a specific tax regime.
There will also be no deduc-

tion in respect of any expendi-

ture or allowance except the cost 

of acquisition while computing 

this income. Also, the loss from 

transfer of virtual digital assets 

cannot be set off against any 

other income. Estimates put 

the number of crypto investors 

between 1.5 and 2 crore.

In order to capture the trans-

action details, Sitharaman also 

proposed TDS on payment made 

for transfer of virtual digital at 

1%. Gift of virtual digital assets 

is also proposed to be taxed in 

the hands of the recipient, she 

said. Security agencies have ex-

pressed concerns over the mis-

use of digital coins on Dark Web 

for terror acts, drugs trafficking 

and money laundering.
“Virtual digital assets have 

gained tremendous popularity 

in recent times and the volumes 

of trading in such digital assets has 

increased substantially. Further, 

a market is emerging where pay-

ment for the transfer of a virtual 

digital asset can be made through 

another such asset. Accordingly, 

a new scheme to provide for taxa-

tion of such virtual digital assets 

has been proposed in the Bill,” the 

explanatory memorandum of the 

Finance Bill notes.  AGENCIES

30% tax, but crypto won’t be legal: Govt

New policy

FINaNCe SeCReTaRy TV SomaNaThaN SayS 
CRyPToCURReNCy, jUST 

lIke gold & dIamoNd, wIll 
NeVeR Be a legal TeNdeR

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi has said digital rupee, 

proposed in the Budget, can be ex-

changed for cash and will open new 

opportunities in the fintech sector.

While addressing the ‘Atmanirbha 

Arthavyavastha’ (self-reliant econ-

omy) symposium organised by the 

BJP, he said the central bank digital 

currency or the digital rupee will 

make online payments more se-

cure and risk free and boost digital 

economy in the years to come.
“The digital rupee will be the digital 

form of our physical rupee and will 

regulated by the RBI. This will be 

such a system that will enable ex-

change of physical currency with 

digital currency,” Modi said at the 

symposium, attended by senior party 

leaders.“Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) will strengthen the digital 

economy,” he added. AGENCIES

A lot more in fintech sector: PM
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potpourri
Legendary Australian cricketer 
Lisa Sthalekar has become the 
first woman president of the 
Federation of International 
Cricketers’ Association (FICA).

The 42-year-old former Aus-
tralia captain was confirmed in 
the role at the FICA Executive 
Committee meeting held in 
Nyon, Switzerland.

She will take up a position 
that has previously been held 
by former South Africa batter 
Barry Richards, former West 
Indies all-rounder Jimmy 
Adams, and most recently by 
former England batter Vikram 
Solanki.

“Lisa Sthalekar has been 
confirmed as FICA’s Presi-
dent at the FICA Executive 
Committee meeting held in 
Nyon, Switzerland this week,” 
the FICA said in a statement.

The Executive Committee 

meeting was held ahead of 
the FICA and World Players’ 
Association Player Develop-
ment Conferences and was 
the first in-person meeting of 
the group since the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“After consultation with our 

members we are delighted to 
announce Lisa’s appointment 
as FICA President, our first 
female President. Lisa was 
clearly the best candidate 
and her credentials are un-
paralleled as both a former 
player and broadcaster,” FICA 

Executive Chairman Heath 
Mills said.

Sthalekar, on her part, said, 
“We are entering a new phase 
of the game which covers more 
cricket than ever before for 
our male and female players. 
More countries are playing the 
game which demonstrates that 
cricket is certainly becoming 
a global game.

“I look forward to working 
on behalf of our member play-
ers’ associations and players, 
and in particular to working 
with the ICC to ensure that all 
players have their rights pro-
tected and can work in part-
nership with administrators to 
make our game even better.”

Sthalekar represented 
Australia in 187 internation-
al matches across the three 
formats and was part of the 
Australian teams that won the 

ODI World Cups in 2005 and 
2013 and T20 World Cups in 
2010 and 2012.

She retired from the game 
after Australia’s 2013 ODI 
World Cup triumph in Mum-
bai after making her debut as 
a hard-hitting batter in 2003.

She was at her best in ODIs, 
scoring 2728 runs in 125 games 
with two centuries and 16 fif-
ties. Her off-spin was a highly 
effective weapon as well. She 
still remains among the top 
10 wicket-takers in 50-overs 
cricket.

She was the first woman to 
score 1000 runs and take 100 
wickets in ODI cricket. She 
also played eight Tests and 54 
T20 International matches.

In 2021, she became only 
the fourth woman to be in-
ducted into the Australian 
cricket Hall of Fame.

Actors Ajay Devgn, Akshaye 
Khanna and Tabu-starrer 
“Drishyam 2” is set to release 
theatrically on November 18, the 
makers announced on Tuesday.

Directed by Abhishek Pathak, 
the film is a sequel to the 2015 
crime thriller “Drishyam”, 
a Hindi 
r e m a k e 
of the 
Mohan-
lal-starrer 
Malayalam 
movie of 
the same 
name. The 
sequel to 
the Malayalam film released 
in February last year.

The story centres on of a 
family of four whose lives turn 
upside down following an un-
fortunate incident that happens 
to their older daughter.

Devgn will be seen reprising 
his role of Vijay Salgoankar in 
the sequel.

“Indian cinema’s much-
celebrated character Vijay 
Salgaonkar is all set to take us 

on yet another thrilling journey 
this year on 18th November. 
Promising to take it notches 
higher in thrill, drama and ex-
citement, this sequel will take 
Vijay and his family’s story be-
yond imagination,” a note from 
the makers read.

The se-
quel also 
features 
Shriya Sa-
ran, Rajat 
K a p o o r , 
and Ishita 
Dutta. The 
team will 
wrap the 

shoot in Hyderabad on Tuesday.
“Drishyam 2” is produced by 

Bhushan Kumar, Kumar Man-
gat Pathak, Abhishek Pathak, 
Krishan Kumar and co-pro-
duced by Sanjeev Joshi, Aditya 
Chowksey and Shiv Chanana.

The film is presented by Via-
com18 Studios, T-Series and 
Panorama Studios.

The first part of Hindi 
“Drishyam” was directed by late 
filmmaker Nishikant Kamat.

Filmmaker Paul 
Haggis detained 
in Italy in sex 
assault case

Film director Paul Haggis was 
detained for investigation of 
allegations that he sexually as-
saulted a woman in southern 
Italy, Italian news media said, 
quoting local prosecutors.

The Canadian-born, Oscar-
winning Haggis, 69, has been 
in Italy for a film festival that 
begins on Tuesday in Ostuni, 
a tourist town in Puglia, the 
region that forms the heel of 
the Italian peninsula.

The news agency LaPresse 
and several other Italian me-
dia carried a written statement 
from prosecutors in the nearby 
city of Brindisi that they were 
investigating allegations a young 
foreign woman was forced to 
have non-consensual sexual 
relations over two days.

Haggis’s attorney, Priya 
Chaudhry, on Sunday said 
that although he could not 
discuss the evidence under 
Italian law, I am confident that 
all allegations will be dismissed 
against  Haggis. He is totally 
innocent, and willing to fully 
cooperate with the authorities 
so the truth comes out quickly.

Prosecutors Antonio Ne-
gro and Livia Orlando, who 
are conducting the investiga-
tion, said in the statement that 
the woman was forced to seek 
medical care” following the 
sexual relations.

After a couple of days of 
non-consensual relations, the 
woman was accompanied by 
the man to Brindisi airport on 
Sunday and was left there at 
dawn despite (her) precari-
ous physical and psychological 
conditions.

Actress Swastika Mukherjee, 
who is busy juggling film and 
OTT work between Kolkata 
and Mumbai, said that artistes 
should never be identified by 
their place of origin.

Mukherjee contended that 
she hated it when anyone from 
the industry outside of Bengal 
referred to her as a “Bengali 
actress” as her skills had noth-
ing to do with the tongue she 
speaks at home.

“Why such labels? Do we 
call an actor speaking in Hindi 
a Hindi actress? Are actors 
working in Mumbai film 
industry identified by their 
places of origin? I had spoken 
about this in the past too. Is 
there any problem in referring 
to us as Indian actors?” she 
told PTI.

The actress, who was well 
appreciated for her perfor-
mances in web series Paatal 
Lok’ and film Dil Bechara’, 
also said that she had played 
multiple characters over the 
past two decades, but never got 
to essay the role of a differently 
abled woman, something that 
she had been longing to do.

Asked how different her ex-

perience on OTT platforms 
was from films, the 41-year-old 
actress, who made her debut 
in the Bengali film industry 
with Hemanter Pakhi’, said 
that it was always a wise idea 
to explore new mediums, but 
end of the day hard work is 
what pays.

Talking about her role in 
Escaype Live’, a new series on 
Disney Hotstar, she said, It’s a 
complex character that I play. 
It’s not something that I did 
before. “Many of my perfor-
mances on OTTs have been 
appreciated, including this 
latest one. When it comes to 
acting, you have to put in your 
best efforts, no matter what 

the medium,” she maintained.
Often in controversies for her 

statements, Mukherjee, who 
is active on social media, said 
that she usually does not attach 
importance to what her trolls 
say, albeit “sometimes it can 
get annoying”.

“They just represent herd 
mentality. Every step taken by 
an actor gets discussed on social 
media. You cannot help but 
feel annoyed at times,” she said.

On her latest venture ‘Shri-
mati’, a Bengali film helmed by 
Arjun Dutta, the actress said 
that she was playing a home-
maker, who goes unrecognised 
despite all what she does for 
the family.

Actor Varun Dha-
wan says his upcom-
ing family entertain-
er “Jugjugg Jeeyo” 
presents a fresh take 
on infidelity and di-
vorce.

Backed by Dhar-
ma Productions, 
the comedy drama 
centres on a family 
where both father 
and son are plan-
ning to divorce 
their partners. The 
film, directed by Raj 
Mehta, also features veteran 
actors Neetu Kapoor and Anil 
Kapoor as well as Kiara Advani, 
Maniesh Paul and Prajakta Koli.

Varun said the film may be 
loaded with all the tropes of a 
commercial potboiler, but at 

its core it is an emotional story 
about relationships.

“The end of this film is unpre-
dictable. We are used to dealing 
with the theme of infidelity on a 
surface level and then brush it 
under the carpet. In this film, it 

has been dealt with 
in a interesting way. 
It’s progressive and 
a new take. Hope-
fully, people will 
be happy with it,” 
the actor said at the 
promotional event 
of the movie here.

Mehta, best 
known for mak-
ing 2019’s box of-
fice success “Good 
Newzz”, said they 
have touched upon 
the topic of divorce 

but not with the intent to give 
any solutions. “We haven’t tried 
to give any answers but have 
presented it in an entertaining 
way. Hopefully, these characters 
will lead audiences to some an-
swers,” he added.

Fighting to keep their sport in 
the Olympics, boxing officials 
were warned to change its his-
torical culture of breaking the 
rules.

Investigator Richard McLar-
en said corruption abounded in 
the world boxing body formerly 
known as AIBA as he delivered 
a final report commissioned by 
the new leadership trying to win 
over the IOC and get reinstated 
in the Olympics.

McLaren traced a legacy of fi-
nancial and bout integrity issues 
to the 2006-17 presidency of 
C.K. Wu, though he also pointed 
to continued alleged misconduct 
at recent boxing tournaments.

The 114-page final investiga-
tion report highlighted ongo-
ing concerns with unjustifiable 
judging scores and warnings by 
referees to boxers, plus secret 
signaling between officials in 

arenas.
The people in the sport 

must change, McLaren said on 
Monday. They have ingrained 
learned behaviors in a culture 
that has historically not respect-
ed ethics or integrity.

A total of 22 high-risk of-
ficials have been removed from 
selection as part of improved 
vetting of judges and referees, 
McLaren said at a news confer-
ence, with three cases sent for 
disciplinary action and 15 more 
officials placed under stricter 
monitoring.

Security personnel stand guard 
outside Amritsar Junction railway 
station in wake of protests amid 
‘Bharat Bandh’, called to protest 
against Centre’s ‘Agnipath’ 
scheme, in Amritsar on Monday.  
Army aspirants from several 
states of India staged protests 
against the four-year service 
provision of the ‘Agnipath scheme’ 
for recruiting soldiers for the army, 
navy, and airforce which was 
recently launched by the Indian 
government on 14 June 2022.

PHOTOS-PRABHJOT GILL 

Rishabh is very big 
and integral part 
of our plan in next 
few months: Dravid

India head coach Rahul Dravid 
has made it clear that the un-
der-fire Rishabh Pant is a “big” 
and “integral” part of the set-up 
heading into the T20 World Cup 
in Australia.

Pant, who led the side in the 
five-match series against South 
Africa that ended in a 2-2 draw 
after the last game was called 
off due to rain, managed only 
58 runs in the five innings that 
led to some questions being 
raised about his place in the 
shortest format.

However, Dravid was very 
clear that Pant is going nowhere. 
“Personally, he would have liked 
to score a few more runs but 
it is not concerning him. Cer-
tainly, he is a very big part of our 
plans going ahead in next few 
months,” Dravid said during the 
post-match press conference.

He was categorical that he 
won’t judge someone based on 
one series -- whether it is bat-
ting form or captaincy. “I just 
don’t want to be critical. In the 
middle overs, you need people 
to play slightly attacking brand 
of cricket, to take the game on 
a little more. Sometimes it’s 
very hard to judge it based on 
two or three games,” the head 
coach said.

In fact, Dravid was im-
pressed wit Pant’s strike-rate 
of 158 plus during the IPL 
where he managed an under-
whelming 340 runs for the 
Delhi Capitals.

“I think he had a pretty 
good IPL in terms of strike-
rate even though it might not 
have looked good on averages. 
In IPL, he looked to move up a 
little bit (in terms of averages) 
and probably three years ago 
he was on those numbers.

“We are hoping that we can 
get those numbers from him at 
the international level.”

Samantha dismisses 
claims of planting 
fake stories about 
Naga Chaitanya

Actor Samantha Ruth Prabhu 
on Tuesday called out a publi-
cation for its report claiming 
she was behind “fake stories” 
regarding her former hus-
band, actor Naga Chaitanya.

Samantha and Chaitanya, 
who tied the knot in October 
2017, had announced their 
separation last year. Respond-
ing to an article released by an 
online entertainment portal, 
which claimed that the “Fam-
ily Man” star is planting nega-
tive stories about Chaitanya, 
the actor said wrote people 
need to “grow up”. “Rumours 
on girl - Must be true! Ru-
mours on boy - Planted by 
girl! Grow up guys... Parties 
involved have clearly moved 
on... You should move on too! 
Concentrate on your work... 
On your families... Move on!” 
she wrote on Twitter.

TXT to hold four 
shows in Asia in 
October

South Korean music group 
Tomorrow x Together will be 
performing four concerts in Asian 
cities -- Jakarta, Manila, Taipei 
and Bangkok -- following shows 
in Korea, Japan and the US as 
part of their upcoming debut 
world tour.

Popularly known as TXT, the 
band announced on Tuesday that 
‘TOMORROW X TOGETHER 
WORLD TOUR IN ASIA’ will 
be held in Jakarta on October 12, 
in Manila on October 15 and 16, 
in Taipei on October 19, and in 
Bangkok on October 22 and 23. 
According to a press release from 
BigHit Music, TXT will kickstart 
the tour from their native Seoul 
on July 2 and 3.

The quintet comprising Soobin, 
Yeonjun, Beomgyu, Taehyun and 
HueningKai will follow it up with 
concerts in seven cities across the 
US: Chicago on July 7, New York 
on July 9, Atlanta on July 12, Dal-
las on July 14, Houston on July 
17, San Francisco on July 21, and 
finally Los Angeles on July 23 and 
24. After these eight shows in the 
US, TXT will head over to Japan 
where they will hold concerts in 
Osaka on September 3 and 4, 
and Chiba on September 7 and 8. 
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Union Minister for Law and 
Justice,  Kiren Rijiju addressed 
the torch hand-over ceremony 
at the historic Red Fort today. 
The iconic Red Fort was one 
of the 75 iconic locations that 
are a part of the 40-day first-
of-its-kind Chess Olympiad 
torch relay. FIDE President 
Arkady Dvorkovich, Secretary 
Sports  Sujata Chaturvedi, DG 
SAI  Sandeep Pradhan, AICF 
President  Sanjay Kapoor, Chess 
legend Viswanathan Anand and 
other dignitaries from Ministry, 
SAI, AICF and FIDE were also 
present on this occasion.

The historic launch of the 
ceremony was made in the pres-
ence of Prime Minister of India 
Narendra Modi on Sunday at 

the IG Stadium. The Prime 
Minister of India started the 
torch relay and handed it over 
to chess legend Viswanathan 
Anand. On Monday, Rijiju 
took the torch from Anand and 
handed it to Chess Grandmaster 
Dibyendu Barua, who will take 
the relay forward to Leh, Lada-
kh. Barua was the second Indian 
after Viswanathan Anand to 
become a Grandmaster in the 
year 1991.

Renowned sarangi player and 
vocalist Lakha Khan is set to 
perform at the Roskilde Fes-
tival in Denmark on June 30.

According to a press release 
issued Wednesday, the music 
gala is one of the largest festi-
vals in Europe and the largest 
in the Nordics.

Khan, who was awarded 
the Padma Shri in 2021, is 
one of the foremost exponents 
of Rajasthan’s Manganiyar 
tradition.

Regarded as one of the last 

masters of the Sindhi sarangi, 
Khan straddles both the clas-
sical and folk domains, with a 

vast songbook that incorporates 
Hindu bhajans, Sufi kalaams, 
popular Hindi tunes, and the 

ancient stories and oral histo-
ries of the region, spanning the 
western Indian subcontinent.

He sings in over six languages 
including Hindi, Marwari, Sin-
dhi, Punjabi and Multani.

Created over a half century 
ago in 1971, the Roskilde Festi-
val is organised by a non-profit 
organisation for development 
and support of music, culture 
and humanism.

The 2022 edition of the music 
extravaganza will be held from 
June 25 to July 2.

People perform yoga on the occasion of International Yoga Day at Ram Bagh Garden in Amritsar on Tuesday. Yoga enthusiasts across the world 
Tuesday took part in mass yoga events to mark Yoga Day.� PHOTOS-PRABHJOT GILL 
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Sarangi maestro Lakha Khan to perform at Denmark’s Roskilde Festival


