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Chandigarh: punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on thursday said that 
the state government will not 
allow any anti-social element 
to disturb the hard-earned 
peace and communal harmony 
of the state at any cost.

the Chief Minister, while 
chairing a high-level meeting 
with the senior officers of state 
administration and punjab 
police, directed the senior 
police officers that none of 
the culprits responsible for the 
killing of dera follower should 
be spared and the accused 
must be given stern punish-
ment as per law. during the 
meeting, the police officers 
briefed the Chief Minister 
about the incident.

the Chief Minister said that 
this sensitive matter should 
be thoroughly being investi-
gated by the police from every 
aspect and the case will be 
taken to a legal conclusion 
without any bias. He asserted 
that no criminal incident can 

be viewed with the narrow 
aspect of caste or religion and 
the perpetrators of this crime 
will not be spared at any cost. 
Bhagwant Mann unequivo-
cally said, “these unfortunate 
incidents are being carried 
out with nefarious designs 
to dent the strong bonds of 
our decade-old brotherhood, 
communal harmony, mutual 
love and unity”.

the Chief Minister said 
that the state government is 

firmly committed to maintain-
ing a law and order situation 
in punjab and no one will be 
allowed to disturb the hard-
earned peace at any cost. He 
said that these forces will be 
given a befitting reply. during 
the meeting, the Chief Minis-
ter also ordered the officers to 
conduct a review of licensed 
firearms across the state to 
find out the use of firearms in 
such criminal activities.

to further strengthen the 

law and order situation, the 
Chief Minister directed the 
officers to train the police 
force on modern lines to make 
them more competent to deal 
with criminals. expressing 
confidence in the efficiency of 
the punjab police, Bhagwant 
Mann said that the police 
force of the state has a glori-
ous tradition of combatting 
the fissiparous forces adding 
that it had bravely combatted 
the dark period of terrorism. 
He also said that punjab po-
lice had solved many sensitive 
cases in the past through their 
professional intelligence and 
competence.

the Chief Minister asked the 
police to enhance vigil across 
the state by organising special 
checking. He said that no one 
should be allowed to his dis-
turb law and order in the state. 
Bhagwant Mann further said 
that the police force will deal 
sternly with those who are at-
tempting to disturb the peaceful 
environment of the state.

Chandigarh: punjab gov-
ernment led by Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann has chalked 
out action plan for early pre-
vention of Lumpy skin disease 
in cattle to counter any other 
possible wave. the group of 
Ministers (goM) closely gaug-
ing the current situation and 
planning future strategies to 
prevent revival of Lsd in the 
state, on Friday decided to start 
vaccination campaign from Feb-
ruary 15, 2023.

during the meeting of the 
goM here at punjab Bhawan, Fi-
nance Minister advocate Harpal 
singh Cheema and animal Hus-
bandry Minister Laljit singh 
Bhullar directed the officials of 
animal Husbandry department 
to start the vaccination drive 
from February 15 and vaccinate 
the entire 25 lakh cattle popula-
tion in the state by april 30, 2023. 
the Ministers asked the officials 
concerned to make a foolproof 
strategy to complete this vacci-

nation target in the given time 
frame. they also directed officials 
to immediately initiate the pro-
cess for procuring about 25 lakh 
doses at cost effective prices from 
the Veterinary Biological and 
research institute, Hyderabad 
(telangana).

in the meeting, experts from 
the guru angad dev Veterinary 
and animal sciences university 
(gadVasu) apprised the group 
of ministers that the national rate 
of buffaloes being affected by 
lumpy skin disease was around 1 

to 1.5 percent. on this, the Cabi-
net Ministers directed to form a 
7-member committee to decide 
on need of vaccinating buffaloes 
with goat pox vaccine. the com-
mittee would comprise 3 experts 
from gadVasu, 2 from animal 
Husbandry department, punjab 
1 each from animal Husbandry 
department, government of 
india and indian Veterinary re-
search institute, Bareilly. this 
committee would submit its 
report and recommendations 
within 10 days.

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

during today’s annual general 
house session of the shiromani 
gurdwara parbandhak Committee 
(sgpC), several important resolu-
tions regarding sikh issues were 
passed. in the first resolution, all 
the organisations and people who 
supported in observing the cente-
naries of Morcha guru Ka Bagh 
and shaheedi saka (martyrdom 
massacre) sri panja sahib were 
thanked and an appeal was made to 
sikh Qaum (community) to move 
forward in an organized manner 
towards the community’s goals 
by getting inspiration from these 
sakas and morchas (massacres and 
fronts) of sikh history.

through a resolution, the sepa-
rate Haryana sikh gurdwara Man-
agement Committee (HsgMC) 
was rejected absolutely, terming it 
as a ploy by the anti-sikh forces to 
weaken the sikh power. HsgMC 
was said to be unconstitutional, 
which would never be accepted. 

in this resolution, the tactics used 
by the Congress, BJp and the aam 
aadmi party for trying to HsgMC 
were exposed and it was said that 
according to the sikh gurdwaras 
act 1925, the management of gurd-
waras in the state of Haryana is and 
will remain with the sgpC. it was 
made clear to the government of 
india that in this matter it should 
respect the sikh sentiments and 
bring a resolution in parliament 
to repeal Haryana sikh gurdwara 
(Management) act, 2014.

the discriminatory policy being 
adopted by the governments in the 
matter of release of Bandi singhs 

(sikh political prisoners) was con-
demned in strong terms through 
a resolution. the resolution said 
that not releasing Bandi singhs is 
a big injustice to the sikhs, while 
the governments are showing their 
real face by releasing murderers 
and rapists. it was passed in resolu-
tion that the sgpC will continue 
to be committed for the release 
of Bandi singhs and to further 
this movement, the campaign of 
filling forms from the sangat will 
be started from december 1, 2022, 
after which the filled forms will 
be handed over to the governor 
of punjab.

in a resolution, the Centre 
government’s plan to imple-
ment a uniform Civil Code 
(uCC) throughout the country 
was strongly opposed. it was said 
that this plan is another step to-
wards making the country a Hindu 
rashtra. in this resolution, it was 
clarified to the Centre government 
that india being a multilingual, 
multi-religious country, people 
of different communities live here 
and the minorities especially the 
sikhs made a special contribution 
to the freedom struggle and to 
save the country’s culture. But the 
minorities living here are being 
suppressed and their religious 
and social concerns are being in-
terfered with. it was said that the 
BJp government at the Centre 
is running under the agenda of 
raising the majority under the 
influence of the rashtriya sway-
amsewak sangh (rss) and the 
plan to implement a uCC in the 
country is also a part of this. it is 
not in the interest of the country 
and it should not be implemented.

supreme Court Monday upheld 
by a 3:2 majority, the 103rd 
amendment to the Constitution 
introducing a 10 per cent reserva-
tion for the economically Weaker 
sections (eWs) in admissions 
to educational institutions and 
government jobs.

While Justices dinesh Ma-
heshwari, Bela M trivedi and 
J B pardiwala agreed that the 
amendment does not violate the 
basic structure of the Constitu-
tion, Chief Justice of india u 
u Lalit and Justice s ravindra 
Bhat dissented.

Justice Maheshwari, in his 
judgment, said that the reserva-
tion is an instrument of affirma-
tive action by the state to ensure 
an all-inclusive march towards 

the goal of an egalitarian society 
while countering inequalities. 

“it is an instrument not only for 
inclusion of socially and educa-
tionally backward classes to the 
mainstream of society, but also 
for the inclusion of any class or 
section so disadvantaged as to 
be answering the definition of 
a weaker section. in this back-
ground, reservation singularly 
on economic background does 

not violate any essential feature 
of the Constitution and does not 
cause any damage to the basic 
structure of the constitution,” 
he said.

exclusion of the reserved cat-
egories from the eWs quota does 
not violate the equality code and 
does not in any manner cause 
damage to the basic structure 
of the constitution, he added. 
Justice Maheshwari also opined 

that the reservation for eWs over 
and above the 50 per cent cap 
does not violate the basic struc-
ture, saying that the ceiling, by 
itself, is not inflexible and in any 
case only applies to reservation 
envisaged by articles 15(4), 15(5) 
and 16(4) of the Constitution.

Concurring with Justice Ma-
heshwari’s statement, Justice 
Bela M trivedi said that the 
amendment enabling state to 
make special provisions for eWs 
other than scheduled Castes, 
scheduled tribes and socially 
and educationally Backward 
Classes is required to be treated 
as an affirmative action on the 
part of the parliament for the 
benefit and betterment of the 
eWs category. 

modi to inaugurate virtually 
“25thedition Bengaluru tech 
summit” on nov 16

aRUn KUmaR  Rao
Bengaluru

prime Minister narendraModi 
will   virtually inaugurate the 
event “ the 25th edition of 
the Bengaluru tech summit 
(Bts)” , which will be held 
between nov 16 to 18 in benga-
luru. the theme of the summit 
is tech4nexgen, main focus 
will be on electronics, it, deep 
tech , Biotech and startsups.

C n ashwath narayan, 
Karnataka minister for it/
Bt announced during the 
curtain raiser pressconfer-
ence  that  Bts is an event 
that is recognised glob-
ally and puts india on the 
global technology map. He 
said “the summit this year  
will focus on future technolo-
gies”.

guwahati:  union road 
transport and Highways Min-
ister nitingadkari on thurs-
day met assam governor Jag-
dishMukhi and discussed the 
infrastructure projects being 
undertaken across the state.

according to a raj Bhavan re-
lease, gadkari informed Muhki 
about his ministry’s plan of har-
nessing the Brahmaputra for 
transportation and promotion 
of business. He also spoke about 
the opportunities of the river for 
trade activities and harnessing 
its tremendous power genera-
tion potential.

the minister also informed 
the governor about the manu-
facturing of ethanol and metha-
nol from bamboo and other 
biomass. “there is a need for 
setting up an international de-
sign and production Centre of 
Bamboo. therefore, a plan is on 
the anvil to push the bamboo 
and cane-based industries to 
utilise the abundant bamboo 
and cane resources of north 
east, especially assam,” he 
added. gadkari also stressed 
the need for agro-processing, 
especially pineapple, which has 
huge export potential.

Patna:  Cpi general secretary 
d raja called for an alliance of 
a “united Left” with “regional 
and other secular parties” for 
defeating the BJp in the 2024 
Loksabha polls.

addressing party workers at 
the Cpi’s Bihar headquarters 
here on thursday, he spoke of 
the “grave danger” posed to secu-
larism and democracy by the 
narendraModi government at 
the Centre. “the current regime 
represents an unholy alliance of 
big corporate houses and fascist, 

communal forces represented 
by the BJp-rss”, said the vet-
eran leader who last month got 
re-elected as the Cpi’s general 
secretary. He expressed concern 
over the “rise in incidence of 
atrocities against dalits and mi-
norities”. He fulminated against 
the rupee having “fallen to a 
degree that it is now hurting 
national prestige”. “there is an 
unprecedented level of unem-
ployment, and the country is 
among the worst-ranked ones 
on the global hunger index. 

congress can never 
unite india: BJp
gandhinagar: in a scath-
ing attack on rahul gandhi’s 
ongoing ‘Bharat Jodoyatra’, 
BJp leader sambitpatra on 
Wednesday said the Congress 
can never unite the country.

the BJp 
spokesperson 
was speaking 
to reporters 
here ahead 
of gujarat state assembly polls.

“there is trust on one side, 
which provided development 
for 27 years with the help of 
people of gujarat. every gu-
jarati takes pride that he has 
built gujarat. you (gujaratis) 
had put your trust in prime 
Minister narendraModi and 
he reciprocated by giving you 
hospitals, electricity, water and 
roads,” said patra.

Banuti (Shimla): address-
ing his first public meeting in 
the Himachal pradesh assembly 
elections, Congress president Mal-
likarjunKharge on Wednesday 
trained his gun on the BJp and 
said it may have been able to be-
fool people across the country with 
its “jumlas” but cannot do so in 
the hill state.

“people here are educated, un-
derstand everything and take a 
considered decision (in voting).... 
the BJp may have been able to 
befool people all over the country 
with its jumlas (rhetoric) of rs 15 
lakh in bank accounts and jobs, 
but it cannot do so here,” Kharge 
said. Kharge, who was elected Con-
gress president recently, arrived 
in Himachal pradesh tuesday 

evening and addressed his first 
public meeting in Banuti in sup-
port of party candidate from the 
shimla rural assembly constitu-
ency Vikramaditya singh.

the Congress is seeking to wrest 
power from the BJp in the hill state, 
where the Congress and the BJp 
have governed alternately for the 
past many decades.

polling in Himachal pradesh 

will be held on november 12 and 
the counting of votes will be taken 
up on december 8. Kharge said the 
Congress would fulfil all its prom-
ises made in the manifesto and 
the restoration of the old pension 
scheme would be the first decision 
of its government, if elected. “as 
far as the old pension scheme is 
concerned, it will be implemented 
first. this is our promise and if 
given a chance this will be the first 
thing to be done,” he said.

restoration of the old pension 
scheme, 300 units of free power, 
ars 680-crore startup fund, one 
lakh jobs and rs 1,500 per month 
for women aged between 18 and 60 
years are among the promises the 
Congress has made in its manifesto 
for the Himachal pradesh polls.

Active covid cases in country 
dip to below 12000

new delhi:  india logged 
842 new coronavirus infections 
taking the tally of CoVid-19 
cases to 4,46,64,810, while 
the active cases dipped tobe-
low  12000, according to the 
union Health Ministry data 
updated on Friday.

the death toll climbed to 
5,30,520 with six fatalities 
which includes five reconciled 
by Kerala. one death has been 
reported from rajasthan in a 
span of 24 hours, the data up-
dated at 8 am stated.

the active cases comprises 
0.03 per cent of the total infec-
tions, while the national Co-
Vid-19 recovery rate increased 
to 98.78 per cent, according to 
the ministry website. 

a decrease of 435 cases has 
been recorded in the active 
CoVid-19 caseload in a span 
of 24 hours.

amritSar:  shiromani gurd-
wara parbandhak Committee 
(sgpC) president Harjinder 
singh dhami while reacting 
to the supreme Court’s Friday 
decision to release convicts in 
rajiv gandhi’s assassination 
case, raised question that why 
the same is not being applied 
in the cases of sikh political 
prisoners?

in a statement issued he al-
leged that the discriminatory 
policy being adopted by gov-
ernments for the sikhs stands 
exposed with this decision. the 
sgpC president in a statement 
issued from his office said that 
the sikh community has been 
raising voice for the release of 
sikh political prisoners locked 
in different jails in the country 
for the last three decades, but 
the governments have turned 
a deaf ear.

He claimed that there are 
many such cases, in which the 
governments have been merci-
ful to the prisoners with heinous 

charges like murder, rape, etc. 
on the other hand, injustice is 
being done to the sikh prison-
ers. He said even release of prof. 
devinderpal singh Bhullar is 
possible with a consent from the 
aam aadmi party government 
in delhi, but the Chief Minis-
ter of delhi arvind Kejriwal is 
adopting anti-sikh sentiments. 
similarly, the case of Bhai gur-
deep singh Khera›s release is 
pending with the Karnataka 
government, he said.

Harjinder singh dhami said 
that despite the clear instruc-
tions by the supreme Court in 

the case of death sentence com-
mutation of Bhai Balwant singh 
rajoana, the governments are 
working under the policy of 
ignorance and opposition.

sgpC president said that if the 
tamil nadu state government 
can recommend the release of 
accused involved in rajiv gan-
dhi assassination case, then why 
not the same can be done by the 
governments of various states, 
including the Centre and punjab 
for the release of sikh political 
prisoners. He also said that the 
release of the sikh prisoners is 
linked to completion of their sen-
tences, while the convicts of the 
rajiv gandhi assassination have 
been released prematurely. this 
discrimination is deeply hurtful 
to sikh sentiments, about which 
governments should be serious.

dhami has expressed objection 
to Congress for including sikh 
genocide accused Jagdish tytler 
in the state election committee 
for the elections of Municipal 
Corporation delhi.

sensex rallies 1181 points to close at lifetime high
mumBai: equity benchmark sensex vaulted 1,181 points to 
close at its all-time high on Friday, in lockstep with a rally in 
global markets after lower-than-expected us inflation data 
fuelled hopes that the us Fed may go slow on rate hikes. a 
sharp recovery in the rupee and unabated foreign capital inflows 

further bolstered senti-
ment, traders said. the 
30-share Bse bench-
mark zoomed 1,181.34 
points or 1.95 %  to 
settle at 61,795.04 -- 
surpassing its previ-
ous closing peak of 
61,765.59 hit on octo-
ber 18, 2021. Likewise, 
the broader nse nifty 

rallied 321.50 points or 1.78 per cent to finish at 18,349.70. HdFC 
twins topped the sensex gainers’ chart, jumping up to 5.84 
per cent, following reports that the merged entity’s weightage 
could increase in MsCi global indices. infosys, tech Mahindra, 
HCL tech, tCs, Wipro, tata steel and reliance industries 
were among the other winners, rising as much as 4.51 per cent.

forex kitty drops by Usd 1.09 bn to Usd 529.99 bn
mumBai: india’s foreign exchange reserves dropped by usd 
1.087 billion to stand at usd 529.994 billion for the week ended 
november 4 on a sharp decline in the gold reserves, the reserve 
Bank said on Friday.  in the previous reporting week, the reserves 
had swelled by usd 6.561 billion to reach usd 531.081 billion, 
making it the biggest weekly jump in a year. in october 2021, 

the country’s forex kitty had 
reached an all-time high of 
usd 645 billion. the re-
serves have been declining 
as the central bank deploys 
the kitty to defend the rupee 
amid pressures caused by 
global developments. For-

eign currency assets (FCa), a major component of the overall 
reserves, decreased by usd 120 million to usd 470.727 billion 
during the week to november 4, according to the Weekly statisti-
cal supplement released by the rBi.  expressed in dollar terms, 
the foreign currency assets include the effect of appreciation or 
depreciation of non-us units like the euro, pound and yen held 
in the foreign exchange reserves.  the gold reserves dropped by 
usd 705 million to usd 37.057 billion, it said.

punjab cm acts tough on kotkapura incident, 
directs police to nab the culprits at earliest

several resolutions regarding sikh issues passed 
during sgpC annual general house session
sepArAte hAryAnA sikh gUrdwArA mAnAgement committee A 
ploy By the Anti-sikh forces to weAken the sikh power

implement A Uniform ciVil code (Ucc) 
throUghoUt the coUntry strongly opposed

punjab govt prepares action plan to curb lumpy skin 
disease, mega Vaccination campaign from feb’15

if convicts of rajiv gandhi murder case can 
be released, why not sikh prisoners: dhami

sgpc president’s shArp reAction After sUpreme coUrt decision

nitin gadkari meets Assam governor; 
discusses infra projects

d raja calls for left unity to defeat BJp-rss

BJp cannot befool people of himachal: kharge

supreme court of india upholds 10% ews quota in 3-2 verdict 
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Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar 

A delegation of British Army 
officers today paid obeisance 
at Sachkhand Sri Harmandar 
Sahib in Amritsar. On this occa-
sion, ShiromaniGurdwaraPar-
bandhak Committee (SGPC) 
President Harjinder Singh 
Dhami honoured the members 
of the British Army delegation 
with the Guru’s blessing Siropao 
(robe of honour) and religious 
literature at the information 
center of Sri Darbar Sahib.

On this occasion, Major 
Daljinder Singh Virdee, a Brit-
ish Army officer associated with 
Defence Sikh Network, UK, 
also presented Gutka Sahib of 
Nitnem (daily Sikh prayers) pre-
pared by Defence Sikh Network 
and the literature published 

regarding Sikh identity and 
turban in the British Army to 
SGPC President.

SGPC President Harjinder 
Singh Dhami while appreciating 
the efforts being done by the De-
fense Sikh Network, UK within 
the British Army said they are 
working to revive old Sikh tradi-
tion as laid by our elderly. He 
said a NitnemGutka Sahib has 
been prepared, which is a part 
of the uniform of Amritdhari 
(initiated) Sikhs working in the 
British Army, which they have 
to safekeep with themself. He 
said that such unique Gurbani 
scriptures were given to the Sikh 
soldiers by the British Army 
even during the World War and 
the Defense Sikh Network is do-
ing this work on the same lines.

Dhami said that the Defence 
Sikh Network has also worked 

in the British Army to publish 
literature on Sikh identity and 
turban, so that the next genera-
tion can get information about 
Sikh culture and heritage. He 
said that the Defense Sikh Net-
work has also made a major 
contribution in determining 
the different colours of turban 

for the three branches of the 
British Army i.e. Army, Navy 
and Air Force, which is a big 
achievement.

SGPC President also appre-
ciated the work being done by 
Dr.Gurinderpal Singh Josan, 
Chairman of Saragarhi Foun-
dation.

It is worth mentioning that 
this delegation was supposed 
to participate in a function or-
ganized at Sri Amritsar regard-
ing the anniversary of Battle of 
Saragarhi, but could not attend 
the same due to the sudden de-
mise of the British Queen. The 
British Army delegation has 
now come to Amritsar to par-
ticipate in the event being orga-
nized in memory of the martyrs 
of the Battle of Saragarhi.

The British Army delegation 
included Major General Celia 
Harvey, Major Varinder Singh 
Bassi, Major Daljinder Singh 
Virdi, Captain Brijinder Singh 
Nijjar, Warrant Officer Ashok 
Chauhan, Sergeant Manjit 
Singh Jhajj, Tajinder Singh, 
PardeepKaur, Lance Corporal 
ManpreetKaurMaycock, and 
Harmeet Singh. 

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot 
on Thursday exuded confidence 
that the Congress will score a 
clear victory in the Himachal 
Pradesh assembly elections.

He also predicted a Congress 
victory in Gujarat, which goes to 
the polls in December. “There is 
a good atmosphere in Gujarat. 
There is also a very fierce wave 
against the BJP government. 
Our campaign is going well. Five 
(ParivartanSankalp) yatras were 
taken out, the reaction of the 
people seen in these yatras is in-
dicates this,” the senior Congress 
leader said. “The unemployment 
situation is terrible in Gujarat,” 
he said. 

He also criticised the BJP over 
the Morbi tragedy in which a 
suspension bridge collapsed, 
resulting in the death of more 
than 130 people, and alleged 

that the state government is not 
conducting any enquiry into it. 
Gehlot said the state government 
should conduct a judicial in-
quiry into the accident.  He said 
Gujarat has a “stubborn” chief 
minister. On the ‘Bharat JodoY-
atra’, he said, “Rahul Gandhi 
has started a movement, lakhs 
of people are joining it,” adding 
that the yatra has bothered the 

BJP. “Rahul Gandhi has started 
this yatra on the issues of infla-
tion, unemployment and peace 
and harmony and the yatra is 
having a huge impact,” he said.

The state government has 
started preparations for the up-
coming budget and a round of 
consultation with the stakehold-
ers will be held in a meeting on 
Thursday, Gehlot said.

Shimla:  The grand old party 
Congress is trusting its old 
warhorses to leave behind 
greenhorns to win the No-
vember 12 electoral race in 
Himachal Pradesh.

In comparison, the state rul-
ing BJP has largely discarded 
its veterans and reposed faith 
on comparatively younger 
faces with the slogan ‹riva-
jbadlega› (electoral traditions 
will change), meaning to buck 
the trend to sweep the polls 
alternatively as both arch rivals 
ruled the state from 1985.

Out of 412 candidates in 
the fray, 24 are female and 
388 male candidates. A total 
of 55, 92, 828 voters will elect 
their representatives. Of them, 
193, 106 are first-time voters 
in the age of 18-19 years. There 
are 121, 409 voters above 80 
years, while 56, 501 voters with 

disabilities.
Among the eldest candi-

dates, the Congress has fielded 
Col. Dhani Ram Shandil (82) 
from Solan; Chandra Kumar 
(78) from Jawali; Kaul Singh 
Thakur (76) from Drang; 
Thakur Singh Bharmouri (75) 
from Bharmour; KishoriLal 
(75) from Baijnath and Khimi 
Ram (73) from Banjar.

Congress rebel Gangu Ram 
Musafir (77), who has been de-
nied the party nomination, is 
contesting as an Independent 
from Pachhad.

The youngest candidate is 
Piyush Kanga (26), who is in 

fray from Bilaspur as an In-
dependent.

The others are Chaitanya 
Sharma (28) of the Congress 
from Gagret; JabnaKumari 
(29) of AamAadmi Party 
(AAP) from Nachan; Puja 
(29) of the Himachal Jan 
Kranti Party from Bharmour, 
ManishaKumari (30) of AAP 
from Nurpur; KishoriLal (31) 
of the CPI(M) from Karsog; 
Vikramaditya Singh (33) of 
the Congress from Shimla 
(Rural); and Deep Raj (34) 
of the BJP from Karsog.

The BJP has denied the 
party ticket to 11 sitting leg-
islators, shifting seats of two 
ministers, denying nomina-
tion to one minister, whose 
son has been fielded from 
that constituency, and swap-
ping seats of two veterans 
owing to infighting.

SatiSh handa

Political leaders in Haryana and 
Punjab are blaming each other 
for burning crops stubble in open 
that caused spread of pollution 
at Delhi, National Capital Re-
gion (NCR) and other towns in 
Northern part in the country. Ac-
cording to available data, cases of 
crops stubble burning cases have 
been detected nearly ten times 
more in Punjab as compared to 
Haryana state. Political leaders 

has now started playing politics 
in this regard due to spread of 
pollution at Delhi, NCR and 
few other towns reached beyond 
danger point as such few families 
residing at Delhi and in NCR 
have started temporarily shift-
ing to safe places till situation 
improves since it has become 
difficult for aged persons, chil-
dren and heart patients to live 
in thick smoke and pollution.

Kuldeep Singh Dhillon Ag-
riculture Minister in Punjab 

recently in a statement blamed 
Haryana government respon-
sible for pollution in the at-
mosphere at Delhi and NCR, 
whereas J.P. Dalal Agriculture 
Minister Haryana refuted al-
legations and pointing out at 
Arvind Kejriwal said that instead 
of playing politics he should take 
necessary steps to impose strict 
ban over crop stubble burning 
in open since number of such 

cases is nearly ten times more in 
Punjab as compared to Haryana 
state.  Information reveals that 
number of such crop stubble 
burning cases has witnessed 
nearly 31% drop this year as 
compared to previous year in 
Haryana, whereas on the other 
hand nearly 18% increase in 
burning cases has been recorded 
in Punjab this year as compared 
to previous year.

Narcotic Cell ASI 
arrested while 
smuggling opium 
at Ambala

SatiSh handa

CIA staff of Haryana Railway 
Police (GRP) on a information 
arrested Niranjan working as 
Assistant Sub Inspector in Nar-
cotic Cell of Haryana police on 
a information that he is going to 
collect a consignment of drugs at 
the entry gate of railway station 
Ambala by a drug supplier in 
a white car. Chasing by a team 
of CIA staff saw a white car 
bearing registration number 
24-Z 0012 in which a person 
sitting in the car came out to 
meet Niranjan ASI sitting in 
his car. Meanwhile, police team 
immediately conducted raid 
when Niranjan attempted to 
flee and did not hesitated even 
to hit members of police team 
they were saved and his vehicle 
hit an motorcycle of a police-
man, but in due course of time 
he was overpowered by mem-
bers of CIA staff, which during 
checking recovered a packet 
containing 250 gm opium and 
Rs 29000 currency notes.

Paramjit Singh Sub Inspec-
tor GRP CIA Staff told that 
the person sitting in white car 
arrived to deliver opium was 
identified as Shiv Narain a resi-
dent of Jhalawad in Rajasthan.  
Niranjan ASI was produced in 
the court on Tuesday and re-
manded to police custody.  Shiv 
Narain during preliminary 
investigation disclosed that he 
brought opium from main sup-
plier Kripal Singh residing at 
Jhalawad in Rajasthan. During 
preliminary investigation Jai 
Narain told that he arrived to 
deliver opium against payment 
Rs 29000. 

SatiSh handa

People residing in Haryana 
state are known for having 
healthy diet as compared to 
other states in the country. Ac-
cording to a recent National 
Family Health Survey report 
nearly 60% women in Hary-
ana have been found suffering 
from shortage of blood in their 
body. Similarly, more than 70% 
children in age group between 
six months to six years too were 
found anemic in the state which 
is a matter of deep concern. 
However, a relief as regard 
availability of blood in their 
body was observed in case of 
male adults during present sur-
vey as compared to the survey 
report in year 2015-16. 

According to National 

Family Health Survey Report 
2020-21 maximum shortage of 
blood in body was observed in 
children of age group between 
six months to six years due to 
non-availability of nutritive 
diet in the state, whereas 60.4 
% women were found in the 
state having less than 12 gm 
blood in their body whereas at 
the same time large number 
of females in state are partici-
pating in commonwealth and 
Olympics games bagging med-
als for the country.  However, 
in case of men the situation 
is bit satisfactory since only 
18.6% male youths between 
age 15 and 49 were found 
having less than 13 gm blood 
in their body which included 
29.9% youths  having less than 
13 gm blood.  

Shimla: Prime Minister Na-
rendraModi, who was in Him-
achal Pradesh on Wednesday 
to address poll rallies, stopped 
his convoy to give way to an 
ambulance in Kangra district’s 
Chambi.

The Himachal Pradesh BJP 
posted a video of this on its 
Twitter handle.

“They say that nothing is 
more important than human-
ity. This scene explains this,” 

the BJP state unit said in a 
tweet in Hindi. “In Chambi 
in Kangra, Prime Minister @
narendramodiji stopped his 
convoy and first gave way to 
an ambulance,” it said.

The prime minister on 
Wednesday addressed rallies 
in Chambi and Sujanpur of 
the state which goes to polls 
on November 12. The BJP is 
eyeing to retain power in Hi-
machal Pradesh.

District administration Ambala con-
ducted 191 raids on receipt of satellite 
capture reports of burning crop wastes 
in open in the district and detected 
82 cases of burning crop remains 
at the spot in a day or so imposing 
fine worth Rs 2.05 lakh on farmers violated directions not 
to burn crop waste in the field spreading smoke harmful for 
health of residents in the area. Information reveals, as a result 
of burning crop wastes in open Air Quality Index  (AQI) of 
area adversely affected in past one week identified as 190 on 
October 28, 254 on October 29, 231 on October 30, 246 on 
October 31, 241 on November 1 and 255 on November 3.

SatiSh handa

Haryana state government has 
changed policy not to spend 
more than 10% amount over 
developmental projects final-
ized by the government since 
projects of value worth crores 
of rupees are hanging incom-
plete in the state due to delayed 
construction work by Public 
Works Department (PWD) in 
the state for one reason or the 
other as such cost of produc-
tion most of such projects in-
creased too much and according 
to a study by State Vigilance 
Bureau this is usually due to 
government  officers working 
in these projects found involved 
i9n corruption. Investigation by 
State Vigilance Bureau (SVB) 
revealed that huge amount of 
payments were released by 
the concerned department of-
ficers without work done by 
the contractors or receipt of 
material from suppliers on the 
basis of fake bills as such only 
in Ambala district construction 
work in more than half dozen 
important projects have come 
to halt in the absence of funds 
sanctioned for these projects 
since a major amount alleged 
spent over these projects went 
into the pockets of contractors 
raised fake bills and officers as 
well staff working in the de-
partments and work in large 
number of such projects have 
stopped giving rise to conflicts.

Information reveals that in 
most of the cases the cost of proj-
ects hanging in between have to 
be revised by the government 
officers in the department for 

completion of such incomplete 
projects misusing their powers 
even increased up to 170% in 
few cases showing additional 
work done  in these projects. 
According to new policy by the 
state government in case the cost 
of tender exceeds 10% the de-
partment will have to re-tender 
for additional work in favour of 
some other contractor to avoid 
corruption. Talking to media 
persons Abhijit Kapoor Director 
General SVB told that more than 
150 corrupt officers and em-
ployees working in government 
offices including working in the 
rank of HCS and Chief Engineer 
working in the state caused in-
convenience to government as 
well as public deprived of to 
avail benefits of large number of 
important projects were found 
involved in corrupt practices 
during investigation by SVB in 
nearly 143 cases, arrested and 
sent behind bars.

Abhijit Kapoor told that 
Chief Ministe has given free 
hand to SVB for the arrest of 
corrupts in government offices 
made situation bad to worst 
in past few years as such the 
department has released two 
toll free  numbers 1800-180-
2022 and 1064 and a Watts 
App number 094178-91064 
for lodging complaints against 
corruption.

FW deSk

The United Sikh Mis-
sion (USA),  a philanthropic 
charitable organization in-
corporated in Southern Cali-
fornia, USA and also operat-
ing in Punjab has organised 
seven camps in  the districts of 
Ferozepur, Sangrur, Barnala, 
Kapurthala, Jalandhar and 
S.A.S Nagar (Mohali) begin-
ning 15th of October, 2022.

Apart from  free eye check-
up camps, there were provi-
sions and arrangements for 
free medicine for eye care, free 
spectacles, free eye- surgeries 
and free meals provided along 
with pre and post operative 
care. A total of 2627 OPD’s, 
265 Surgeries, 1684 Spectacles 
and 2533 Medicines were pro-
vided in the seven camps held 
so far.

Rashpal Singh Dhindsa, 
Chairman, USM while shar-
ing the schedule for the year 
2022-23 said that more than 
50 free eye check-up camps 
covering more than 400 vil-
lages across Punjab, have been 
planned during the time span 
of five months.

United Sikh Mission is ac-
tive in the State of Punjab since 
2005 and has organized abso-
lutely free-of-cost Eye Health-
care camps in rural Punjab. 
Dhindsa informed that  added 
that this “Mission for Vision” 
is a selfless act of serving the 
community across the State of 
Punjab. Rashpal Singh shared 
that they generate their own 
funds from donations from 
various sponsors who are 
mainly NRI›s who want their 
native village to be benefited 

by these camps. He expressed 
that it is all Guru’s will and 
as humans they are trying to 
help other humans irrespec-
tive of their religion, gender 
and caste.

Elaborating further, he 
added that their mission is 
to empower communities 
worldwide by addressing dis-
parities in healthcare needs 
by eliminating preventable 
medical illnesses while pro-
moting peace and community 
to spread prosperity and kind-
ness towards humanity. He 
appealed to come forward for 
any help, no matter how small 
it is, as a step in the right direc-
tion, especially in matters of 
healthcare.

Avtar Singh, Board of Direc-
tor and Camps management, 
USM, India informed that this 
is an inspiring journey of a 
philanthropic American Sikh, 
Rashpal Singh and his team 
towards establishing a mission 
to improve eye-healthcare to 
serve his community in Pun-
jab. He further elaborated that 
from 2005 they started with 
one camp and have since held 
463 eye camps to the pres-
ent day.

The USM has by far provid-
ed 253,593 bottles of prescrip-
tions for eye drops,149,520 
Spectacles, and held 27,974 
free cataract operations. Apart 
from this, in rare cases in 
which a patient needed heart 
surgery or hip or knee replace-
ments, they have helped with 
funds for them to get those 
surgeries.

Principal Ranjit Singh, 
General Secretary, USM, 
India informed that the vil-
lages in which they hold 
camps are sponsored by in-
dividuals. Their team goes out 
to these villages and the 10 
surrounding villages to hand 
out pamphlets, hang posters 
and make announcements to 
inform them of their upcom-
ing service. The postoperative 
care is also provided with two 
checks up at the same camp 
in which the operation took 
place. He added that they 
also provide medication, if 
required after the operation. 
At the Eye camps, besides eye 
operations, they also provide 
spectacles, medicine, free food 
and transportation to and from 
the camps to the hospital, he 
informed. 

Slain Shiv Sena leader 
cremated as per Hindu 
rituals
Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

The last rites of Shiv Sena 
(Taksali) leader Sudhir Suri 
were performed as per Hindu 
rituals at Durgina Shivpuri 
cremation ground here today 
amidst sizable crowd includ-
ing local politicians besides 
Durgiana Temple manage-
ment Temple Management 
Committee president Lakshmi 
Kanta Chawla and former 
Deputy Chief Minister Pun-
jab O.P. Soni.

Earlier, the funeral proces-
sion of dead Hindu leader was 
passed through different loca-
tions of the city before reaching 
the Crematorium in the pres-
ence of heavy police security.

However, till yesterday, the 
family was not ready to cre-
mate the body unless their 
demands were met. But last 
evening, Police commissioner 
Arun Pal Singh and Deputy 
Commissioner Harpreet Sindh 
Sudan visited the family and 
expressed condolence and as-
sured them of a government 
job and security cover includ-
ing the proposal of martyr sta-
tus to Suri to be sent to the 
Government.

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

Police Commissioner Amrit-
sar, Arun Pal Singh here today 
said, “The murder of Shiv Sena 
(Taksali) leader Sudhir Suri 
committed by the accused 
Sandeep Singh who was under 
the severe influence of social 
media which instigated the 
accused to commit such a 
heinous crime. It was a hate 
crime”.

Addressing the press con-
ference here today, Commis-

sioner said that in the light 
of prevailing circumstances 
a special three members SIT 
has been constituted with 
DCP detective (chairman), 
ADCP city-3,Incharge CIA 
staff Amritsar and incharge 
Anti gangster  Staff.

He said that during the 
investigation process of SIT, 
if the name of any one or 
involvement appears, action 
would be initiated as per law 
against him.

However, the last rites of 
Shiv Sena (Taksali) leader 

Sudhir Suri were performed 
as per Hindu rituals at Durgina 
Shivpuri cremation ground 
here today amidst sizable 
crowd including local politi-
cians besides Durgiana Temple 

management Temple Manage-
ment Committee president 
Lakshmi Kanta Chawla and 
former Deputy Chief Minister 
Punjab O.P. Soni.

Earlier, the funeral proces-
sion of dead Hindu leader was 
passed through different loca-
tions of the city before reaching 
the Crematorium in the pres-
ence of heavy police security.

However, till yesterday, the 
family was not ready to cre-
mate the body unless their 
demands were met. But last 
evening, Police commissioner 

Arun Pal Singh and Deputy 
Commissioner Harpreet Sindh 
Sudan visited the family and 
expressed condolence and as-
sured them of a government 
job and security cover includ-
ing the proposal of martyr sta-
tus to Suri to be sent to the 
Government.

Yesterday amidst tight secu-
rity the autopsy of Shiv Sena 
(Taksali) leader Sudhir Suri 
was carried out. Videography 
of postmortem was also done 
by the Government Medical 
College.

SGPC HoNourS BrItISH Army offICIAlS

Efforts of Defense Sikh Network UK regarding Sikh 
identity within British Army commendable: Dhami

Congress to win Himachal  
elections:Ashok Gehlot

Congress trusts old warhorses, while BJP 
reposes faith on younger faces in Himachal

Crop stubble burning cases 10 times more in Punjab than Haryana
rs 2.05 lakh fine recovered for burning crop waste in 82 cases

SVB arrested over 
150 officers in 2022 
involved in corruption

United Sikh Mission spearheads 
‘Mission for Vision’ in Punjab

Police commissioner constitutes three members SIT

Nearly 70% children, over 60% women 
in Haryana detected anemic

Himachal Election: Pm modi stops 
convoy to give way to ambulance



Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

Harjinder Singh Dhami the sit-
ting president of SGPC once 
again elected next president 
for the second time in a row 
of mini Sikh parliament here 
today  while defatting his rival 
candidate BibiJagir  Kaur who 
had recently raised banner of 
revolt against her party..

BibiJagirKaur a former SGPC 
president was recently expelled 
from the party (SAD) had earlier 
announced to contest elections 
against the SAD ( Badal) candi-
date Dhami. During the election 
process out of 146 polled votes 
Dhami was polled 104 votes 
whereas BibiJagirKaur was 
polled 42 votes. 

However, rest of the office 

bearers elected unanimously 
were Senior Vice President   
Baldev Singh Qaimpur (Hary-
ana),  Junior Vice President 
Avtar Singh Riya,  General Secre-

tary  BhaiGurcharan Singh Gre-
wal. Whereas, eleven Member 
Internal Committee who were 
elected were  Mohan Singh 
Bangi,  Jarnail Singh Kartarpur, 

Surjit Singh Tughalwal, Bawa 
Singh, Gumanpura,  BibiGu-
rinderKaurBholuwal, Gurnam 
Singh Jassal, Paramjit Singh 
Khalsa,  Sher Singh Mandwala, 
Baba Gurpreet Singh Randha-
wa, Bhupinder Singh Assandh 
and Malkit Singh Changal. 

Talking to media after his 
victory, Dhami said that it was 
victory of Sikh community as 
anti-Sikh forces left no stone to 
defeat the SAD but the unseen 
power of the Almighty supported 
the party. Blaming the Punjab 
Government, Haryana Govern-
ment, Centre Government,  RSS 
and Chairman National Minority 
Commission Iqbal Singh Lal-
pura, Dhami said they were also 
behind efforts to defeat SAD but 
in vain since the party was on 
strong footing. 
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Prime Minister, NarendraModi, 
attended and offered prayers 
at celebrations of the 553rd 
PrakashParv of Shri Guru 
Nanak DevJi at New Delhi. The 
Prime Minister was felicitated 
with Shawl, Siropa and Sword.

Addressing the gathering the 
Prime MInister greeted every-
one on the auspicious occasion 
of Gurpurab and PrakashParv 
and also for DevDeepawali. He 
expressed his happiness for hav-
ing the opportunity to celebrate 
key PrakashParvs such as 350th 
PrakashParv of Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji, 400th PrakashParv 
of Guru TegBahadurji and 
550th Prakashotsav of Guru 
Nanak Devji. “The inspiration 
and blessings of these auspi-
cious occasions is enhancing the 
energy of New India…Light of 

every PrakashParv is acting as a 
source of light for the country”, 
the Prime Minister said. He 
elaborated that the meaning 
of PrakashParv that has been 
followed by the Sikh commu-
nity has shown the nation path 
of duty and dedication. The 
Prime Minister expressed his 
devotion to the Guru Kripa, 
Gurbani and Langarkaprasad 
on these holy occasions. “This 
not only provide inner peace but 
also keeps the will to serve with 
dedication, eternal”, he added

Prime Minister said “In-
spired by Guru Nanak DevJi’s 
thoughts, the country is moving 
ahead with the spirit of welfare 
of 130 crore Indians.”  Prime 
Minister recalled Guru Nanak 
Devji’s teaching for spiritual 
enlightenment, worldly pros-
perity and social harmony. The 
Prime Minister said that in the 

AzadiKaAmritKaal, the coun-
try has rekindled the sense of 
pride in the nation’s glory and 
spiritual identity. In order to 
encourage the supreme sense 
of duty, the country has decided 
to celebrate this phase as Kar-
tavyaKaal. During this phase 
of AzadiKaAmritKaal work of 
equality, harmony, social justice 

and unity is undergoing with 
SabkaSaath, SabkaVikas, Sab-
kaVishwas and SabkaPrayas, 
he said.  “Direction that we re-
ceived from Gurbani is tradi-
tion, faith as well as vision of 
developed India also”, he added.

Underlining the eternal rel-
evance of Guru’s teaching the 
Prime Minister said “the glory 

of the Amrit that we have in the 
form of Guru Granth Sahib, 
its significance is beyond the 
limits of time and geography. 
We also see that when the crisis 
gets bigger, the relevance of 
these solutions increases even 
more. In times of unrest and 
instability in the world, the 
teachings of Guru Sahib and 

the life of Guru Nanak Devji 
are showing the direction to 
the world like a torch.” The 
Prime Minister said that the 
more we live the ideals of our 
Gurus, the more we embody a 
sense of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat’, the the more we we 
give importance to the values 
of humanity, the louder and 

clearer the teachings of Guru 
Sahibs will reach every person.

Prime Minister said that 
through the blessings of Guru 
Nanak Devji, we got the op-
portunity to serve the great Sikh 
heritage during the last 8 years. 
He mentioned laying the foun-
dation stone of the ropeway 
from GobindGhat to Hemkunt 
Sahib and Delhi UnaVande 
Bharat Express for the conve-
nience of the pilgrims. Electri-
fication of places related with 
Guru Gobind Singh ji and Delhi 
Katra Amritsar expressway will 
also add to the convenience. 
The government is spending 
more than 35 thousand crore 
rupees on this, he informed. The 
Prime Minister said that these 
efforts go beyond amenities 
and tourism potential, this is 
about the energy of our places 
of faith, Sikh heritage, service, 

love and devotion. The Prime 
Minister also mentioned steps 
like opening of Kartarpur Sahib 
corridor, bringing back the holy 
forms of Guru Granth Sahib 
from Afghanistan and declaring 
26 December as Veer BalDiwas 
in the honour of the supreme 
sacrifice of the Sahibzaades. 
“In the memory of the sacri-
fices made by the people of our 
Punjab in Partition, the country 
has also started VibhajanVib-
hishikaSmritiDiwas. We have 
also tried to create a way to give 
citizenship to the Hindu-Sikh 
families affected by the Parti-
tion by bringing in the CAA 
Act”, the Prime Minister said

“I have full faith that, with 
Gurus’ blessings, India will keep 
enhancing the glory of its Sikh 
tradition and will keep moving 
on the path of progress”, the 
Prime Minister concluded.

Modi attends celebrations of 553rd PrakashUtsav of Shri Guru Nanak DevJi

Chambi (hP): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said on 
Wednesday that Himachal 
Pradesh needs a stable and 
strong government of “double 
engine”, and linked the Congress 
with “instability, corruption and 
scam”.

Addressing a rally in Kangra 
district, which has the largest 
number of assembly seats in 
the state, Modi targeted the 
Congress, accusing it of “be-
traying” the state when it was 
in power at the Centre.

He said the Congress, the 
main challenger to the BJP’s bid 
to retain power in the hill state, 
will only hamper development if 
it is elected to power in the state.

Noting that the Congress 
is left with power in only two 
states, Rajasthan and Chhat-
tisgarh, Modi asked people if 
they have ever heard of them 
making news for development. 
It is the reports of internal feuds 
of the Congress which come out 
from there, he added.

There is so much anger 
against the Congress that people 

have not elected it to power in 
many states for decades after 
defeating it, Modi said, citing 
the examples of Tamil Nadu, 
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and West 
Bengal among others.

The BJP is identified by 
people with good governance 
and pro-poor policies and that is 
why it is elected to power again 
and again, he said, referring to 
the party’s win in several states 
where it was in power.

The BJP only says what it 
can do and then works with 
its full strength to implement 
with its promises, he said. Other 
political parties are still rooted 
in family rule and vote bank 
politics, he said.

arun kumar rao
Bengaluru

After becoming AICC presi-
dent MallikarjunaKharge, who 
arrived in Bangalore for the 
first time was given a rousing 
welcome by AICC General 
Secretary Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala, KPCC President DK 
Shivakumar, Assembly Oppo-
sition Leader Siddaramaiah, 
Party MLAs  and office bear-
ers  received the newly elected 
national president at  Kem-
pegowda International Airport. 
A RajyaSabha member from 
Karnataka and a former Union 
minister, Kharge was elected 
as the Congress president on 

October 19 after defeating rival
ShashiTharoor.80-year-old 

Kharge, a Gandhi family loy-
alist, hails from Kalaburagi 
in Karnataka. He is the first 
Congress president in the last 
24 years from the non-Gandhi 
family.He is the second AICC 

president from Karnataka, the 
first one being Nijalingappa. He 
is also the second dalit Congress 
president after Jagjivan Ram.

Speaking at  felicitation cer-
emony “ SarvodayaSamavesha”  
organised by KPCC,  He urged 
his party leaders  in Karna-

taka to bury their differences 
and work towards bringing 
the congress back to power 
and stressing up the need to 
remain united to remove the 
BJP from power in 2023 elec-
tion. He said,” All you should 
jointly make an effort to get our 
government back in Karnataka. 
Only then will I feel honoured 
to the president . Otherwise 
there is no meaning in being 
honoured at a function like 
this.”  Kharge said congress 
party must popularise schemes 
which were launched during the 
siddaramaiah government also 
bring back disgruntled lead-
ers who have left or distanced 
themselves from the party.

Al-Qaeda-linked terror 
suspect from West 
Bengal arrested In J&K

FW Desk

Jammu and Kashmir Police 
arrested an Al-Qaeda operative, 
hailing from West Bengal, from 
the Ramban area of Jammu and 
Kashmir on Monday. 

One grenade was recovered 
from his possession.  “An Al-
Qaeda operative was arrested 
by Ramban Police from the 
Ramban area. He is a resident 
of West Bengal. Further inves-
tigation going on,” J-K Police 
said. “Ramban police arrested 
one Al-Qaeda operative and 
recovered one grenade. An FIR 
u/s 7/25 Indian Arms Act, Sec 4 
Explosive Act and 13, 20 UAPA 
has been registered at Ramban 
PS.”  The Jammu and Kashmir 
Police also arrested two hybrid 
terrorists from Kenusa Ban-
dipora in the Union Territory.
They have been identified as 
Irshad Ganaie alias Shahid and 
Waseem Raja of Kenusa. 

arunkumar rao
Bengaluru

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
arrived in Karnataka’s capital 
Bengaluru on Friday. Modi who is 
on a hectic  four-hour visit to Ben-
galuru  flagged-off South India’s 
first Vande Bharat Express and 
‘bharat gaurav Kashi Darshana’ 
train at KSR railway station .PM 
Modi later inaugurated Kem-
pegowda International Airport’s 
world class “Terminal 2”,  and  
later unveiled the 108-feet high 
bronze statue of Bengaluru found-
er Nadaprabhu Kempegowda. 

On his arrival at HAL Air-
port here, Modi was received 
by Governor  Thaawarchand 
Gehlot,  Chief Minister Basa-
varaj Bommai,union minister 
Prahaladd  joshi and other cabinet 
colleagues. Modi first paid floral 
tributes to the statues of saint-
poet Kanaka Dasa (on account of 
Kanaka   On his arrival at HAL 
Airport here, Modi was received 
by Karnataka Governor Jayanti, 
his birth anniversary today), and 
Maharshi Valmiki at the ‘Vidhana 
Soudha’ premises here.

PM Addressing huge public 
rally  began his speech by greeting 
the public in Kannada. he said, on 
flagging  off  ‘5th Vande Bharat 
Express’ is a symbol that India has 
now left the days of stagnation 
behind.  “Today Karnataka got 

its first made-in-India Vande 
Bharat train  It is the new identity 
of New India. Launch of Vande 
Bharat Express gives a glimpse of 
how Indian Railways will grow in 
the 21st century.   Modi lauded 
Karnataka’s capital Bengaluru. 
He said, the city represents the 
‘Start-up’ spirit. “Across the world, 
India is known for its start-ups. 
Karnataka is also getting benefit-
ted from the investment happen-
ing in the country,” he said.

     PM  inaugurated glitzy ‘Ter-
minal 2’ of KIA  Spread over a 
total area of  2,55,645 square 
metres, the T-2 in its first phase 
will have 22 contact gates, 15 bus 
gates, 95 check-in solutions and 
17 security check lanes. There will 
be nine customs hand baggage 
screening. The gate lounge will 
have a seating capacity of 5,932. 
Phase 1 of T-2 has a capacity of 
25 million passengers per annum. 
T2 is  new eco-friendly terminal 
in which bamboo has been exten-
sively used has been built at an 
estimated cost of Rs 5,000 crore, 
New infrastructure facility at the 
KIA will cater to 2.5 crore pas-
sengers annually. It is designed 
as a tribute to the Garden city 
of Bengaluru and the passenger 
experience is meant to be a “walk 
in the garden”. Passengers will 
travel through 10,000 sqmts of 
green walls, hanging gardens, 
and outdoor gardens. 

SaTiSh hanDa
Ambala

In-spite of all efforts and strictness 
in Ambala central jail in which 
nearly 1500 prisoners undergo-
ing sentence or under trial are 
presently lodged, which include 
those involved in murder cases, 
members of gangster groups al-
legedly running criminal network 
from inside the jail and several 
important persons and senior of-
ficers indulged in corrupt practices 
as such jail staff has not been able 
control illegal possession of mobile 
phones with prisoners running 
criminal network from jail. On 
the orders of Ambala Central jail 
superintendent Sanjeev Patter a 
search campaign was carried out 
in all the barracks of the jail from 

where mobile phones and other 
related items were recovered.

The Ambala Central Jail au-
thorities continued search and 
recovered a total of eight mo-
bile phones, including an Apple 
iPhone from barracks where a sus-
pended HSC officer Anil Nagar, 
a VIP Subrat Khanna Managing 
Director of Naraingarh sugar mill, 
members of dreaded gangster 
gangs and other more than eight 
high-profile men are lodged found 
carrying mobile phones. While 
talking to media persons Patter 
a strict and disciplined officer 
said unauthorized facilities were 
being given to the high-profile 
men living in A-class and B-class 
barracks against the prison rules 
unlike in alphabetical order. He 
said, on October 17 these barracks 

were vacated and they were lodged 
in other barracks as per the rules 
and while checked such illegal 
mobile phones were recovered 
and surprisingly that an iPhone 
was being used inside the jail.  
Prior to this, jail security staff had 
recovered as many as nine mobile 
phones packed in a box lying near 
boundary wall in jail.  Not only 
this, on getting information that 
a checking campaign has been 

launched in the jail by security 
staff prisoners burnt down or 
damaged 22 mobile phones them-
selves later found by jail security 
staff. Inspector Gaurav Punia, 
SHO Baldev Nagar police station 
Ambala City said the complaint 
was received, an FIR was lodged 
and investigation started.

Past scenario reveals, Ambala 
central jail has always remained 
on headlines in newspapers 
several time due to incidents 
witnessed inside this jail includ-
ing frequent clashes between 
criminal groups inside jail, re-
covery of drugs from prisoners 
several times raising a question 
over how drugs reached inside 
the jail campus having tight 
security, suspecting involvement 
of jail staff in this regard.

Dominick roDrigueS
Mumbai

For the first time in India, 
the transgender community 
in the country received a big 
boost when the Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde 
recently said that 252 houses 
of Nagpur NIT will be given to 
them with finance towards this 
purpose being made available 
from the finance department 
with immediate effect.

Shinde said that this same 
effort should be carried out for 
the transgender community 

in the Mumbai Metropolitan 
region with the assistance of 
CIDCO and MHADA.

Urging for giving a facelift 
to +Koliwadas+ (Fisherfolks 
areas) in Mumbai, he said 
transforming the metropolis 
for tourism meant beautifying 
roads, heritage buildings, traf-
fic islands, chowks alongside 
highlighting local and food 
culture.

Shinde also called for robots 
being pressed into service for 
scavenging works carried out 
by local self-governing bodies. 
Noting that scavenging for 

solid waste meant labourers 
going deep in the tanks and 
manual scavenging should be 
ended, he urged for usage of 
jetting or suction pumps in 
cleaning such drainages and 
avoiding loss of life in this 
regard.

The chief minister also ex-
pressed grief over a mishap in 
which “Warkaris” (pilgrims) 
were crushed to death while 
on a walking pilgrimage to 
Pandharpur on the Miraj road 
for Kartik Yatra. He also an-
nounced assistance of Rs 5 
lakh each for the families of 
the deceased warkaris, besides 
calling from an inquiry into 
the incident.

During his visit to Maha-
balshwar and Panchgani, the 
chief minister directed the lo-
cal administration to prepare a 
blueprint for further boosting 
tourism in 27 “C” grade tourist 
spots including religious and 
pilgrim sites through increased 
facilities as they witness vari-
ous festivals and yatras on a 
large-scale.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
resumed his Bharat Jodo Yatra in 
Maharashtra on Tuesday morn-
ing after visiting a Gurdwara in 
Nanded district as the foot march 
entered into its 62nd day. The 
Congress MP visited Gurdwara 
Yaadgari Baba Zoravar Singh ji

On the occasion of Guru 
Nanak Jayanti a few hours after 
the yatra entered Maharashtra 
Monday night from neighbouring 
Telangana. At the Gurdwara Sa-
hib , Gandhi prayed for harmony 
and equality. Rahul Gandhi re-
sumed his march, he was flanked 
by senior Maharashtra Congress 
leaders including former Chief 
Ministers Sushilkumar Shinde 
and Ashok Chavan, state party 
Chief Nana Patole, and other 
leaders like Balasaheb Thorat, 
Manikrao Thakre and Naseem 
Khan The march will proceed 
from to Atkali in Biloli city of 
Nanded. Gandhi is scheduled 
to halt at Godavari Manar Sugar 
Factory ground in Biloli for night 
stay, a party functionary said.

On Monday night, as Gan-
dhi said entered Maharash-
tra holding a ‘flaming torch’ 
(mashaal), he said small and 
medium businesses suffered due 
to the Centre’s wrong policies 
like demonetisation and poor 
implementation of the Goods 
and Service Tax. Gandhi said 

during his stay in Maharashtra 
over the next 15 days, he will 
listen to the voice of the state 
and also its pain, and asserted 
no force can stop his yatra, that 
began on September 7 from Kan-
niyakumari (Tamil Nadu) and 
will culminate in Srinagar.

The 3,570-km-long yatra led 
by the Congress MP reached 
Deglur in central Maharashtra’s 
Nanded district from Telangana. 
During his stay in the state, Gan-
dhi will address two rallies as part 
of the cross-country march aimed 
at reviving the party.

Gandhi said the march started 
two months back from Kanni-
yakumari and it will stop only 
at Srinagar after hoisting the 
tricolour. “No force can stop this 
yatra,” asserted the former Con-
gress president, whose party was 
a strong political force in Maha-
rashtra for several decades and 
was a constituent of the three-
party ruling coalition till June 
this year. Gandhi said the aim of 
the yatra is to bind the country 
together and highlighted major 
issues before the country. “The 
reality of India is that the country 
cannot give employment to its 
youth, even if it is willing. On one 
hand there is unemployment, on 
the other hand there is inflation,” 
he said, attacking the Narendra 
Modi government.

Narcotic smuggler 
arrested, 100 kg 
poppy seized in JK
Jammu:  A narcotic smug-
gler was arrested and 100 ki-
lograms of poppy was seized 
from his vehicle in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Samba district 
on Thursday, officials said. 
On a tip-off, a police team 
intercepted a four-wheeler at 
Raya Morh in Vijaypur belt 
for searching, they said. Police 
recovered 100 kgs of poppy, 
which was concealed in a fabri-
cated cavity inside the vehicle, 
they said. The driver of the 
vehicle identified as Shahwaz 
of Rajouri has been arrested, 
however, his associate namely 
Rakesh Kumar managed to 
escape from the spot, they said.

Heroin worth Rs 1 crore 
seized in Mumbai, one 
arrested
mumbai: A 24-year-old 
man was arrested with 270 
grams of heroin worth Rs 
1.09 crore from suburban 
Goregaon, city police said 
on Thursday. 

A team of Dindoshi Police 
Station saw a man moving 
suspiciously during patrol-
ling on Wednesday evening, 
an official said. As the police 
team approached, he tried to 
flee on his motorbike and was 
apprehended, he said.

Police found 270 grams of 
heroin in the bag he was carry-
ing. Further probe is on.

Thirteen year-old girl 
raped by six minors in 
Assam
KarimganJ: A 13-year-
old girl was allegedly raped 
by six minor boys in Assam’s 
Karimganj district and all the 
accused have been arrested, 
police said on Wednesday. All 
the six boys are aged between 
the age of 13 to 15 years, the 
police said. Additional Super-
intendent of Police, Karim-
ganj, ParthaPratim Das said 
that the incident took place on 
November 1 in the Ramkrishna 
Nagar area of the district.

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar on Saturday dedi-
cated two projects -- a newly 
constructed flyover at Basai 
Chowk and the Mahavir Chowk 
underpass built near the main 
bus stand in Gurugram -- at a 
cost of Rs 141 crore.

“After coming to power in 
2014, the Gurugram Metropolitan 
Development Authority (GMDA) 
was formed to expand the devel-
opment and related schemes in 
the city so that development plans 
are made here only. The develop-
ment of Gurugram has gained 
momentum with the formation 
of GMDA, “ Khattar said.

The Chief Minister also men-
tioned the projects of road in-

frastructure and metro expan-
sion and said that the metro line 
expansion connecting the Palam 
Vihar area to Dwarka Sector-21 
of Delhi has also been approved.

Referring to other major proj-
ects being implemented through 
GMDA, Khattar said that the 
construction of multi-speciality 
Sheetla Mata Medical College and 
Hospital with a capacity of 650 
beds is underway in Sector-102 
at a cost of about Rs 542 crore.

Himachal Election: PM Modi links Congress 
to instability, corruption and Scams

Harjinder Singh Dhmai re-elected SGPC president

Grand felicitation to new AICC president MallikarjunaKharge as “SarvodayaSamavesha”PM  Modi  Inaugurate glitzy ‘Terminal 
2’,  unviel ‘108 Kempegowda statue’  &  
flag off ‘Vande Bharat’, in Bengaluru

Maharashtra first state in India to provide houses to Transgenders Rahul Gandhi visits 
Gurudwara Nanded 
Sahib in Maharashtra

Haryana CM inaugurates road 
projects worth Rs 141 crore

Hard core criminals running criminal network from Ambala central jail
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india’s Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
convened a conference in late october 
in the capital, which saw the participa-
tion of the union Home Minister, a 

few state Home Ministers and police chiefs. 
West Bengal did not send its highest officials 
citing its preoccupation with pooja-related 
issues. the Delhi conference was a very 
important occasion aimed at improving the 
quality of policing in the country through 
an exchange of ideas. the seriousness of the 
subject required attendance at the level of 
the Chief Minister and if some states gave it 
a miss, it was an unfortunate development 
and a reflection of the lack of seriousness 
in matters of governance affecting public 
order and crime.

the debate now over the way the tamil 
nadu police have handled the case of a blast 
in Coimbatore that happened recently, and 
a possible terror-related plot, also fits in this 
scene and is relevant to the state of law and 
order in the state and elsewhere. there is a 
section of influential public opinion which 
has accused the tamil nadu government 
of having been slothful and delayed hand-
ing over investigation of the incident to 
the national investigation Agency (niA). 
this has been rebutted by the state Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) who said that 
his force could not abruptly abandon the 
investigation and had to do the preliminary 
investigation to facilitate an niA take-over. 
the exchange of barbs by the two sides has 
been an unfortunate and avoidable develop-
ment and the truth lies in between. rather 
than getting into a slanging match, what is 
more important is an examination of the 
standard operating procedures in place, the 
identification of lacunae and the initiation 
of corrective measures.

the first Home Minister of independent 
india, sardar vallabhbhai Patel, would have 
been dismayed by the politics in Centre-state 
relations in a matter as serious as polic-
ing. He placed great value on professional 

policing, one reason why he insisted on an 
elitist and well-trained corps such as the 
indian Police service (iPs) which worked 
alongside the indian Administrative service 
(iAs). He was under immense pressure from 
various quarters, which included his own 
Congress party, to disband both the indian 
Civil service and iP, but as a distinguished 
and astute visionary, he was steadfast in his 
belief. subsequent events proved him right. 
Despite all their faults, the two all-india ser-
vices have been a cementing force and have 
greatly contributed to establishing nationally 
accepted standards of governance, especially 
in the area of law and order.

the passage of 75 years in a free india has 
more than established that a country of our 
proportions and diversity will need objective 
policing by a highly trained police force. it is 
distressing that there is still conflict between 
the MHA and some states over utilising tal-
ent in the iPs and the sharing of resources 
available in the states. Both sides have to be 
partially blamed for this unfortunate state of 
affairs. Petulance in personnel management 
has occasionally affected administration in 
the Centre and states.

camaraderie is essential
it is a no-brainer that in this, new Delhi is 

the senior partner in what is definitely a col-
laborative relationship. But there have been 
actions over the decades that have inflicted 
many deep wounds on public order. these 
have been situations that have demanded 
large numbers of well-trained policemen. 
the Centre has always chipped in with sup-
port from the Central reserve Police force 
(CrPf). there have also been other outfits 
such as the Border security force (Bsf), 
the indo tibetan Border Police (itBP) 
and the Central industrial security force 
(Cisf) which have also worked in tandem 
with the state Police. therefore, it makes 
sense that the MHA and state Police stop 
squabbling but explore how best to forge 
a strong camaraderie. We are also witness 
to frequent spats between states and the 
Centre over the use or alleged misuse of the 
Central Bureau of investigation (CBi). Here 
again both parties have to share the blame. 
But the basic point that has been ignored 
is that crime and bureaucratic corruption 
have inter-state ramifications and only a 
national agency can bring in a much-needed 
and wide perspective. insensitive action by 
a few states to withdraw consent to the CBi 
to function in a state smacks of politics and 
vindictiveness, which diminishes the fight 
against public servant graft.

What is lacking
‘Police’ is a state subject under the 

distribution of powers laid down in the 
Constitution of india. But that does not 
mean the union government has no say 
in the matter. training and technology are 
two areas where the Centre does greatly 
contribute to sharpening police ability to 
combat terrorism and other major public 
disturbances. the sardar vallabhbhai 
Patel national Police Academy in Hyder-
abad is a world-class institution that has 
resources and the professional excellence 
which are generously available to state 
police forces. Petty squabbling reduces the 
exchange of ideas and goes to attenuating 
the police response to difficult situations 
that require police assistance. this is why 
we need a political leadership that does 
not get bogged down in petty differences 
but promotes a free exchange of talent 
and resources between new Delhi and 
the states.

there is no point in blaming a DGP if he 
or she does not respond to a situation in a 
professional manner. the DGP looks up to 
the Chief Minister for directions. if the lat-
ter is driven by political considerations and 
gives unprofessional instructions, there is 
very little that the DGP can do. Despite all 
that the supreme Court of india has done 
to insulate the chief of police from political 
caprice, the truth is that a DGP is perilously 
placed vis-à-vis the Chief Minister and his or 
her party men. it is lamentable that public 
opinion in the country has not asserted 
itself to impart a better sense of policing at 
all levels of government. i do not foresee 
any change in this unfortunate situation 
in the years ahead.

RK Raghavan is a former Central Bureau 
of Investigation Director who teaches 

‘criminal justice and policing’ at the Jindal 
Global University, Sonepat, Haryana. 

Views are personal

stop politicising the policing
Public service  
broadcast is  
a good idea

Tweaking guidelines for televi-
sion channels operating in In-
dia, the Union Cabinet has laid 
down some norms on content 
as well. In the time of polarising 

opinions, heated debates and narrow targeting 
of ideas on television, it said wherever appli-
cable, the channels would have to broadcast 
content on themes of national importance and 
socially relevant issues for at least 30 minutes 
every day. The ‘Guidelines for Uplinking and 
Downlinking of Satellite Television Channels 
in India, 2022’ point out that as airwaves and 
frequencies are public property and need to be 
used in the best interest of society, a company 
with permission to operate in India, barring 
foreign channels, will have to air content in 
the service of the public. The themes that have 
been picked out include education and spread 
of literacy, agriculture and rural development, 
health and family welfare, science and tech-
nology, welfare of women and weaker sections 
of society, protection of environment and of 
cultural heritage and national integration. 
These are subjects on which a lot more aware-
ness is necessary. In its 2008 recommenda-
tions, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India had suggested a public service obliga-
tion, which the Information and Broadcasting 
(I&B) Ministry has taken on board. But there is 
no clarity yet on compensation norms and who 
is going to foot the bill for the public service 
component on TV. The guidelines, with effect 
from November 9, replace those in operation 
since 2011 with the Government announc-
ing a host of measures which include making 
India a teleport hub. The Government has 
done away with the requirement to seek per-
mission for live telecast of events; only prior 
registration of events will be necessary for live 
telecast. As for the 30-minute public service 
slot, I&B Secretary Apurva Chandra has said 
stakeholders will be consulted regarding the 
modalities, which will have to be sorted out.

BOOKS: review

Dr. DineSh BaSwal explains why  it is crucial to empower frontline health workers 

rK raghavan believes policing should be done with talent and resource sharing, not squabbling
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publish them on this page.

Addressing malnutrition is critical 
to laying a strong foundation for 
human development. optimal 
maternal nutrition and infant 

and young child feeding are the most 
effective set of interventions in reduc-
ing child deaths and disease, preventing 
malnutrition, in determining cognitive 
development, and in eventually enabling 
adult life productivity. specifically, the first 
1,000 days of life, i.e., from conception to 
the first two years of a child’s life, are key 
as this phase presents a critical window of 
opportunity in ensuring optimal growth, 
development, child survival and lifelong 
health and nutrition. in fact, 80% of brain 
development takes place in the first 1,000 
days of life.

to address the persistent high burden of 
malnutrition, india has been undertaking 
several policy and programmatic efforts 
which include the flagship programme, the 
Prime Minister’s overarching scheme for 
Holistic nourishment (PosHAn) Abhiyaan 
(launched in April 2018) under the Ministry 
of Women and Child Development (MWCD). 
its overarching goal is to improve nutritional 
outcomes by focusing on capacity building, 
improvement of service delivery, community 
mobilisation and participation, use of technol-
ogy, and inter-ministerial/inter-departmental 
convergent planning and review. Addition-
ally, there has been an enhanced focus on 
documentation of interventions coverage in 
the first 1,000 days, such as registration of 
pregnancies, antenatal checkup, and exclusive 
breastfeeding, as compared to the situation 
in 2015-16.

evidence-based interventions are key
Evidence tells us that for bringing about 

change in nutrition outcomes, evidence-based 
interventions need to be delivered with high 
coverage, continuity (over the first 1,000 days 
of life and across delivery channels), intensity 

(multiple interactions), quality and equity. 
the health and nutrition status of women, 
including the weight and haemoglobin level, 
age at conception, and levels of multiple mi-
cronutrients during periconception period, 
are critical determinants for the child’s health.

the criticality of preconception care, i.e., 
care before pregnancy, is acknowledged. in 
2018, the Ministry of Health and family Wel-
fare worked with Maharashtra and uniCEf 
to introduce the first ever primary health-care 
innovation programme to promote the health 
of women during the preconception period, 
in the Peth and sinnar blocks of nashik dis-
trict, Maharashtra. During the programme, 
which was completed in 27 months, it was 
seen that promoting the health of adolescent 
girls and women not only promotes the health 
of the newborn but also prevents low birth 
weight, preterm birth, and newborn deaths. 
its success led to it being scaled across several 
districts in the state.

All such interventions are delivered to 
the last mile by the network of the frontline 
work force: Accredited social Health Activ-
ists (AsHAs), Auxiliary nurse-Midwives 
(AnMs) and Anganwadi Workers (AWWs), 
who play a key role in empowering the com-

munity on health planning and action. in 
many geographies, they are the only access 
point to basic nutrition and other health ser-
vices. they are critical in promoting healthy 
practices, providing on-ground support, and 
improving awareness.

in Uttar Pradesh
for example, during the Poshan Pakhwdaa 

in March 2022, in a remote village in uttar 
Pradesh, all families with children below 
two were able to overcome age-old fears and 
misconceptions and get their children weighed 
at the anganwadi centre after multiple and 
continuous efforts by the AWWs, supported by 
the lady supervisor. Mothers and other rela-
tives such as grandmothers and also fathers 
were enlightened about the benefits of regular 
weight measurement. Men, especially fathers, 
also play a very important role in ensuring 
maternal and newborn health (MnH). they 
can influence behaviours and good practices 
around MnH within their households and 
communities. studies show that mothers 
are 1.5 times more likely to receive prenatal 
care in the first trimester when fathers are 
involved during pregnancy.

Back to the story. the AWW and the lady 

supervisor found support in the panchayat 
pradhan who had organised a community-
level meeting a day before the start of the 
Poshan Pakhwada. All the men, women, 
AWWs, AsHAs, schoolteachers and commu-
nity elders were involved to generate aware-
ness on the benefits of weight measurement, 
early detection of undernourished children 
and ensure the weighing of all eligible young 
children.

similarly, lady supervisors of a block in 
unnao district (uttar Pradesh) have ensured 
that AWWs have not only received growth 
monitoring devices but also been trained to 
measure and record body weight accurately. 
Community mobilisation meetings to ensure 
coverage of all eligible children were also 
organised.

these stories of change from uttar Pradesh 
that have been driven by frontline workers 
and their supervisors resonate with the joint 
efforts of AWWs and AsHA workers in a 
remote village bordering nepal, who ensure 
the regular weighing of each child every 
month to detect deficiencies in early growth.

the momentum for strengthening the 
nutrition system focuses on regular skilling, 
supportive supervision and motivation of 
frontline workers to deliver contextualised, 
focused and quality nutrition and health 
services. these along with data-driven re-
views must be prioritised and sustained at 
the programme level. Because of their deeper 
understanding on the issues and needs at 
the grassroots level, their contribution to 
community health is much more. it is crucial 
to empower our frontline workers who are 
driving change at the last mile.

Dr. Dinesh Baswal is Lead MNCH and 
Chief of Party Saksham MNCH Accelerator 

supported by USAID (South Asia Hub). 
He is also former Deputy Commissioner 

Maternal Health, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, Views are personal

The frontliners of the first 1,000-day window of life

facilitating communication 
with children on complex 
emotional topics through 
personalised stories, pub-

lishing house Merlinwand’s new 
book “the land beyond the Moon” 
is the story of a young boy coping 
up with the loss of his beloved pet.

illustrated by rajyashree sarkar 
and written by Parvathy raveen-
dran, the book, which marks the 
completion of one year of the pub-
lishing house, allows children to 
name the protagonist and also 
decide the course of the story.

it is the story of a young boy who 
is finding it hard to deal with the 
loss of his beloved dog, and how 
his flight of imagination takes him 
to a far away fictitious land. in his 
sojourn, he is seen spinning across 
asteroids, fighting with supervil-

lains, and eventually learning the 
important lesson of letting go.

“Writing this story during the 
worldwide lockdown, there was 
nothing i wished more than to 
fly away for a little while and to 
meet the people i missed. i wanted 
to create a world where this was 
possible, for small readers with 
winged imaginations to travel to.

“All my story does is to provide 
them with a suitable vehicle, a 
horizon and a magical puff of wind. 
the rest is all their doing,” said the 
author, who has previously also 
written a play, titled “Witches”.

Along with choosing and nam-
ing the central character, the 
reader can choose which of the 
three worlds they want to explore 
— ‘forest of Zee’ on a winged horse 
Peggy, the ‘kingdom of Zee’ on 

the friendly carpet rasul, or the 
‘Planet of Zee’ on the futuristic 
spaceship Dhruva.

According to the illustrator 
sarkar, she always wanted to work 
on projects that involve love be-
tween children and animals, and 
the book gave her the perfect op-
portunity.

“When i was given the oppor-
tunity to illustrate the story, i was 
thrilled. i worked with Parvathy 
and sudarshan to help them render 
their ideas or vision into the illus-

trations. . . i paid special attention 
to the character design of the dog 
and the children as i wanted it to 
portray cuteness and innocence. it 
was truly a wonderful experience 
working on this book,” she added.

the new book by Merlinwand 
that deals specifically with the loss 
of a pet. the story deals with fight-
ing supervillains while spinning 
across asteroids and the moon to 
revive the pet.  

Along with choosing and nam-
ing the central character, the 

reader can choose which of the 
three worlds one wants to explore 
- forest of Zee on a winged horse 
Peggy, the kingdom of Zee on the 
friendly carpet rasul, or the Planet 
of Zee on the futuristic spaceship 
Dhruva. 

the land Beyond the Moon 
is the perfect book to teach kids 
about the importance of relation-
ships, especially the relationship 
of humans and pets.

“the land beyond the Moon” 
is currently available for sale on 
online and offline stores.

Parvathy is a writer, editor 
and teacher. theatre, art history, 
poetry and photography, good 
food and magic of all kinds have 
been lifelong pursuits, leading her 
on whimsical and often unusual 
routes to little-known corners of 
the country. 

Her play titled “Witches” was 
shortlisted for “the Hindu Play-
wright” award and read at the Brit-
ish Council. she has also written 
book reviews for scroll magazine.

Book helps communicate 
emotional issues with kids

‘all my story does is 
to provide them with 
a suitable vehicle, a 
horizon and a magical 
puff of wind. The rest 
is all their doing’

‘The Land beyond the Moon’:
By Parvathy Raveendran and Rajyashree 
Sarkar
Merlinwand
42 pages; Rs1,499
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SATISH HANDA

Panipat handloom, textile, blan-
ket and carpet industry have 
name and fame not only in India 
but all over in the world. The in-
dustry had to suffer a lot in past 
two years due to spread of epi-
demic outbreak in the country as 
well as all over the world in the 
absence of getting orders and 
frequent lock down declared by 
the government. The manufac-
turers of Panipat textile industry 
as well as exporters in the town 
hope to get good orders not only 
from domestic markets but also 
from export markets this year 
and has started preparations 
for coming Textile Trade Fair 
to be held at Frankfurt with 
effect from 10th January to 
13th January 2023 displaying  
handloom and home furnishing 
products and with effect from 
14th January to 16th January 
2023 displaying  textile products 
at Hanovar in West Germany. 
This Trade fair held every year 
in Germany has been regarded 
as most prestigious fair in the 
world attracting large number of 
manufacturers as well as buyers 
from all over world, but the fair 
was postponed during past two 
years due to epidemic outbreak 
spread all over world and the 

manufacturers as well as ex-
porters of Panipat hope to get 
handsome orders in coming 
Trade Fair.

Lalit Goyal President of Pa-
nipat Exporters Association told 
that exporters from Panipat has 
booked 150 stalls in coming 
trade fair which attracts huge 
crowd of visitors from each 
and every country and accord-
ing to past scenario Panipat 
manufacturers are getting good 
orders to make them busy for 
the whole year and at present 
busy to prepare new samples for 
displaying in coming trade fair. 
Goyal said, Panipat manufactur-
ers failed to get good response 
in past two years in-spite of the 
fact they were able to procure 
few orders through video con-
ference displaying samples of 

their products but could not 
execute these orders timely due 
to frequent lock down declared 
by state government as well as 
labour problem since most of 
the workers had left for their 
native places during epidemic 
outbreak.

Talking to media persons 
Goyal predicted good response 
from coming trade fair at Ger-
many this year due to lack of 
business procured by them in 
past two years. The General 
Secretary of Carpet Manufac-
turers Association at Panipat 
Anil Mittal too expressed hopes 
to receive good orders for car-
pets manufactured at Panipat in 
coming trade fair at Germany, 
especially in newly introduced 
carpets manufactured from 
yarn. 

Volvo Group launches vehicle 
TechLab in Bengaluru

Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
of Volvo Group Jan Gurander on 
Thursday inaugurated a ‘Vehicle 
TechLab.’ The all-new lab can house 
complete trucks, chassis and ag-
gregates, the company said in a 
statement. The facility has various 
supporting equipment for engineers 
to test, innovate, validate and experi-
ment the ongoing work through a 
set-up equipped with driving simu-
lators, test benches, 3D scanners, 
among other tools and systems, said 
the statement. The lab is designed 
as a collaborative virtual workspace 
creating a simulated workshop en-
vironment - using technologies like 
virtual reality, human body mo-
tion tracking and realistic digital 
rendering of vehicles that allows 
Volvo engineers across the globe to 
connect and collaborate virtually.

MuMbai:  Maharashtra Indus-
tries Minister Uday Samant on 
Thursday announced increase 
in the subsidy outlay for small 
scale businesses to Rs 550 crore 
for the current financial year.

Entrepreneurs who need 
capital of Rs 10 to 20 lakh to 
start a business will benefit from 
this subsidy, he said.

Earlier, the outlay was Rs 141 
crore per year. “If such a person 
employs at least two persons, 
and we have set a target of help-
ing at least 25,000 people, then 
we will be able to generate em-
ployment for 75,000 persons,” 
the minister said.

“Earlier, such subsidy was 
available only to people from SC, 
ST categories, women, Divyang 

persons and retired military offi-
cials. The state has now decided 
to extend the subsidy to OBCs, 
Nomadic Tribes and minorities 
as well,” Samant added.

The government has received 
complaints about nationalised 
banks not extending support to 
such loan applicants, the min-
ister said, adding that now the 
subsidy will also be distributed 
through district cooperative 
banks.

The state would hold a con-
ference chaired chief minister 
Eknath Shinde where top 30 
industrial houses in the coun-
try will be invited to either set 
up their plants in the state or 
expand the existing ones, Sa-
mant said.

ARUNKUMAR RAO
Bengaluru 

India’s fast-growing JobTech 
institute, Masai School, has 
announced its latest fundraise, 
where the company has raised 
$10 million in a Series B round 
led by Omidyar Network India 
along with existing investors 
including India Quotient and 
Unitus Ventures, with the ad-
dition of Alteria Capital.

The round saw participa-
tion from 2 of Indian sports 
stalwarts, the face of women’s 
cricket, Mithali Raj, and the 
legendary footballer Bhaic-
hung Bhutia, as investors and 
partners for an undisclosed 
amount. 

Addressing Media  Prateek 
Shukla, CEO and Co-founder,  
on Fundraise “This is an op-
portune time for us to pick up 
our series B funding, and we 
are excited to work with our 
new partners and our current 
investors alike.Our mission 
remains to build the coun-
try’s largest employable tech 
workforce. The last 3 years 
have been proof of our com-

petency in bridging the tech 
skill gap for over 800 tech 
companies who have hired 
more than 2000 alumni. 
The company is launching 
their first up-skilling course, 
MasaiX., which aims at fast 
tracking growth for software 
developers in India to meet 
demand of tech professionals 
in Global Capability Centres 
s and Sr. Software Developer 
roles. Masai is also launching 
the Scholar Program, targeted 
at college students to supple-
ment their college education 
with industry necessary skills. 
The Scholar Program, which 

is a prepaid program, is being 
rolled out by the company’s 
subsidiary, Prepleaf, acquired 
by Masai in December 2021.

Speaking at the press event, 
Mithali Raj said, “The com-
mon thought in India is that 
when a woman chooses her 
sporting career, her personal 
life takes a backseat. However, 
with Masai, Every individual 
gets yet another chance to have 
another career option apart 
from sports and excel in it.

Bhaichung added, “Access to 
quality education should be a 
fundamental right, irrespective 
of spending potential. And I 

commend Masai for creating 
India’s largest outcome-driven 
higher education institute that 
identifies untapped talent and 
makes them job-ready through 
a pay after placement mode. I 
am delighted to partner with a 
brand like Masai that is mak-
ing a tangible contribution to 
the future of the youth in this 
country.

Masai School is a Series B 
funded JobTech startup based 
out of Bangalore. As India’s 
fastest growing career insti-
tute, Masai  offers software 
development and data analyt-
ics programs, designed to train 
and mold learners into

skilled and job-ready profes-
sionals. Learners are enrolled 
at zero upfront fee and pay 
after placement of 5 LPA or 
more. The program is open to 
any individual irrespective of 
their educational background. 
As the country’s sole

outcome based institute, 
the company is working in 
partnership with National Skill 
Development Corporation to 
create a framework for skill 
based tech learning in India. 

Centre Govt deregulates 
uplinking of satellite TV 
channels

New Delhi:  The government 
on Wednesday unveiled revised 
uplinking and downlinking 
guidelines for satellite television 
channels that allows Indian tele-
ports to uplink foreign channels 
and scraps permission for live 
telecast of events. The Guidelines 
for Uplinking and Downlinking 
of Satellite Television Channels in 
India, 2022, which have been ap-
proved by the Union Cabinet, also 
makes it mandatory for television 
channels to telecast content in 
national and public interest for 30 
minutes every day, Information 
& Broadcasting Secretary Apurva 
Chandra told reporters here.

bhubaNeswar:  To provide 
quality cancer care to patients in 
Odisha, Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik has approved a proposal 
for establishment of a state-of 
the-art Medical Cyclotron unit 
in the Tata Memorial Cancer 
Hospital (TMCH) being estab-
lished in the NISER campus at 
Jatni, an official said.

The state government would 
fund up to Rs 150 crore for the 
purpose. The unit would add 
to Odisha becoming a research 
and applications hub of Medical 
Cyclotron in the entire South 
East Asian region, Health and 
Family Welfare secretary, Shalini 
Pandit said on Thursday.

Replying to a media query 
about the unit, Pandit said: 
“Medical Cyclotron unit will 
produce radioactive isotopes 
required for critical imaging 
procedures such as PET scan 
for treatment of cancer and other 
critical ailments. Presently, Odi-
sha obtains isotopes on a daily 
basis from Hyderabad, Mum-
bai or Kolkata and the isotopes 

remain effective for only a few 
hours... “.

The Health secretary said the 
proposed state-of-the-art Medi-
cal Cyclotron facility would be 
unique to the entire South East 
Asian region. It would be “oper-
ated by NISER in close collabora-
tion with TMCH, Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre, Mumbai, Vari-
able Energy Cyclotron Centre, 
Kolkata, Board of Radiation and 
Isotope Technology, Department 
of Atomic Energy and Atomic 
Energy Regulatory Board.

Official sources said that the 
outcomes of this world class 
standard facility would include, 
production of medically useful 

radioisotopes, South East Asian 
regional facility for research and 
development in the area of nu-
clear medicine, national facility 
for research and development in 
the areas of basic sciences, skill 
development of human resources 
for applied science courses, and 
training of undergraduate and 
postgraduate students.

In another development to-
wards Universal Health Care, 
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik 
also approved the provision of 
“Corpus Fund” for hiring super 
specialists and specialists doctors 
on contractual basis for Capital 
Hospital, and BMC Hospital in 
the state capital here.

KUlbIR SINgH KAlSI
New Delhi

Euler Motors, an electric vehicle 
company, has partnered with 
India’s leading asset financing 
company, Shriram Transport 
Finance Company Limited 
(STFC) to drive accessible retail 
financing of the Euler HiLoad 
EV. The partnership will aim at 
PAN India deployment of the 
company’s Euler HiLoad EVs, 
with lower interest rates and 
high loan to value (LTVs) for 
customers in retail.

With an objective to deploy 
over 20,000 EVs in the next two 
years, Euler Motors will utilize 
STFC’s financing and segment 
expertise in the transportation 
sector and make commercial EVs 
mainstream on Indian roads. 
Both organisations will also 
closely work to drive awareness 
on benefits of EVs for Indian 

customers. On this partner-
ship, Saurav Kumar, Founder 
and CEO, Euler Motors, said, 
“Euler Motors is committed to 
provide the most powerful EVs, 
and develop a robust ecosystem, 
of which EV financing is a critical 
element. We are thrilled about 
having one of India’s largest asset 
financing Non-Banking Finan-

cial Companies (NBFCs), STFC 
on board with us. Their expertise 
in asset management and cus-
tomer know-how will help us 
deploy EVs at scale across our 
target markets. Together, we aim 
to make the Indian commercial 
vehicle segment progressive and 
emission free.”

This also marks STFC’s first 

association with a commercial 
EV company in India.  Speaking 
on the tie-up,

P. Sridharan Joint MD, Shri-
ram Transport Finance said 
“Shriram has the right financing 
solutions and customer con-
nect in rural and semi-urban 
areas and, we expect to achieve 
tremendous success in E-CV 
financing in the next 3-5 years. 
The partnership with Euler syn-
ergises with our approach in the 
EV financing space and is part 
of our overall strategy to provide 
finance to the entire e-commerce 
logistics supply chain ecosystem.”

On the tie-up,  Umesh Re-
vankar, VC & MD, Shriram 
Transport Finance said, “India’s 
logistics industry is embracing 
EV wholeheartedly and adopting 
it at a faster rate than expected. 
Shriram has seen rising aware-
ness and queries for Electric CV 
financing and we believe it will 

be a prominent fuel going ahead 
and would want to support the 
consumer’s adoption of EVs. 
Our partnership with Euler 
would encourage customers to 
engage in the last-mile delivery 
of goods. As Euler strengthens 
its infrastructure, STFC would 
complement it with financing 
solutions.»

Euler Motors is enabling a 
robust EV ecosystem for India, 
with its high performance and 
powerful EVs, Euler HiLoad 
and supportive infrastructure 
across charging and servicing. 
The Euler HiLoad EV, launched 
in 2021, comes with the indus-
try first 12.4 KWh active liquid 
cooled battery technology, high-
est range at 151 Km per charge 
and highest payload capacity at 
688 kg. With this, Euler Motors 
aspires to become a dominant 
player in the Indian commercial 
vehicle segment. 

FW DeSK
New Delhi

The Associated Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry of 
India (ASSOCHAM), an apex 
body, organized a webinar that 
focused on Women’s Health - 
Issues & Solutions to cascade 
awareness and disseminate 
knowledge of the overall health 
and well-being of women as 
they constitute a large part of 
the community.  The webinar, 
which is a part of Illness to Well-
ness initiative, highlighted the 
need for healthcare, which in-
cludes nutrition, to be gender 
neutral.  

 It focused on the fact that 

women are at higher risk than 
men for illnesses like Alzheim-
er’s, osteoporosis, migraines, 
and strokes due to biological 
factors as well as the social dis-
advantage that exists against 
them in clinical care and medi-
cal research.

 Anil Rajput, Chairperson, 
ASSOCHAM CSR Council, in 
his welcome address, “Women 
play a vital role in our communi-
ties and despite being an impor-
tant pillar of society, they have 
poor health outcomes around 
the world with repercussions 
not only for them, but also for 
their families.”

Highlighting on the need for 
a holistic and comprehensive 

approach to achieve better 
health for this crucial 50% of 
the population, Rajput said, 
“women must have access to 
knowledge about the spectrum 
of her health conditions and a 
system of self-care to experience 

positive health and well-being”
He added, “If women are en-

sured good medical care and 
health, then it will benefit all of 
us. In fact, the Government of 
India (GoI) has come out with 
several schemes that aligns with 

women health and develop-
ment, which includes Janani 
Shishu Surakhsha Sahay Yojna, 
Kasturba Poshan Sahay Yojna 
and Ayushman Bharat.”

Dr. Meena Chhabra, Senior 
Physicians, Senior Visiting 
Consultant & Diabetologist, 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, New 
Delhi shared her insight on 
how women’s health is ignored 
and how they are traditionally 
considered to be the caretaker 
of the family. Stressing on the 
need to bring women issues 
on the forefront, she added 
that women should be involved 
in clinical trials and address 
health concerns for their own 
well-being.

With a view to enhance con-
nectivity in the northeast, In-
diGo announced Itanagar as 
its 75th domestic destination 
in the 6E network.

The airline will commence 
flights between Mumbai-Kol-
kata-Itanagar from November 
28 from Itanagar’s newly-
opened Donyi Polo Airport.

Indigo also announced a 
second weekly frequency be-
tween Kolkata and Itanagar 
commencing on December 3.

Sanjay Kumar, Chief Strategy 
and Revenue Office, IndiGo, 
said, “We are pleased to an-
nounce Itanagar, as the 75th 
destination on the 6E network. 
This will be IndiGo’s first des-
tination in Arunachal Pradesh. 
Over the last few years, IndiGo 
has focused on increasing ac-
cessibility in the northeast and 
now connects seven out of eight 
states in the region. The direct 
flights between Kolkata-Hol-
longi, will connect Arunachal 
Pradesh to the rest of the coun-
try and international destina-
tions on the 6E network.”

The Donyi Polo Airport is 
located 15 km away from the 
Itanagar city centre.

The increased access to 
Arunachal Pradesh, also 
known as the ‘land of dawn-lit 
mountains’, will boost tourist 
footprint at destinations like 
Ita Fort, Jawaharlal Nehru 
Museum, Namdapha National 
Park, and places like Tawang, 
which is a beautiful town po-
sitioned between the Gudpi 
and Chong-Chung Mi ranges.

Travellers can explore the 
glacial lakes of Sangetser and 
Sela, meditate in the Taktsang 
Gompa, or go up the Gorichen 
Peak, which offers excellent 
views of the town below.

According to IndiGo, these 
flights are designed to cater to 
business and leisure travel-
lers who are constantly on the 
lookout for new and affordable 
flying options to access desti-
nations which help in building 
businesses and are known for 
their tourist attractions.

Car maker Hyundai Motor 
India Ltd on Thursday said 
it would launch the Hyundai 
IONIQ5 as the battery electric 
vehicle (BEV) built on the elec-
tric global modular platform 
(E-GMP).

“Our Electric Mobility cam-
paign in India began in 2019 
with the launch of India’s first 
Electric SUV, the Hyundai 
KONA Electric. As we con-
tinue to challenge possibilities 
and dynamics of mobility, our 
pursuit of innovation is perfectly 
reflected in the E-GMP. With 
the introduction of E-GMP to 
India, we will be able to provide 
customers with advanced bat-
tery electric vehicles, derived 
from a platform that is modular, 

scalable and versatile, “ Unsoo 
Kim, MD & CEO, said.

Driving the pump-to-plug 
revolution, Hyundai will pioneer 
the development of future elec-
tric vehicles with this dedicated 
BEV platform that is now com-
ing to India with the Hyundai 
IONIQ 5.

According to Hyundai, the 
E-GMP platform comprises 
of vehicle chassis that includes 
the battery, motor and power 
electric system.

The battery system features 
an advanced battery pack of-
fering high range, while the 
bi-directional charging plug 
allows the high-voltage battery 
to power various electronic ap-
pliances.

A team of US researchers, in-
cluding one of Indian-origin, is 
developing smartphone tech-
nologies that will use current 
5G and emerging 6G wireless 
systems to “view” and map 
the surrounding environment.

The mapping of a user’s 
surroundings will improve 
communication by identifying 
obstacles that may interfere 
with radio frequency signals.

“Mobile wireless devices 
have gradually transformed 
from mere communications 
devices into powerful comput-
ing platforms with a multitude 
of sensors, such as cameras and 
radars, “ said Harpreet Dhillon 
of Virginia Tech’s College of 
Engineering.

In fact, when we shop for a 
new phone, the main consid-
erations are its camera quality, 
processing speed, memory, 
and sensors, whereas hardly 
anyone checks its frequency 
bands.

“Since this is one of the first 
efforts to do a comprehensive 
analysis of vision-guided wire-
less systems, this is expected 
to have a significant impact on 
future generations of wireless, 
“ Dhillon said in a statement.

Professors Walid Saad and 
Dhillon of the College of En-
gineering have been awarded 
a $1 million grant to develop 
vision-guided wireless systems.

Researchers at the Brad-
ley Department of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering 
(ECE) want to take the multi-
use function of cellular devices 

even further with the idea of 
a “vision-guided wireless sys-
tem.”

“In 6G, we talk about high-
frequency bands like terahertz, 
“ said Saad.

These high frequencies can 
deliver high rates and high 
bandwidth, but the problem is 
that the signals are susceptible 
to blockages -- much more so 
than low frequencies.

“Those frequencies can be 
blocked by things like your 
arms moving, or someone 
standing in a room with you, 
“ Saad added.

Although these blockages 
might seem irritating, they 
could actually be the key to 
helping researchers improve 
communication.

“If a communication sys-
tem fails because the signal 
is blocked, at sub-THz bands, 
we can still use that informa-
tion to sense the environment 
and know that there was an 
obstacle in the first place, “ 
Saad noted. “Then, with both 
situational awareness and 
other side information - like 
a picture of the room - we can 
use that multimodal data to 
communicate better.”

These vision-guided systems 
can be used in several applica-
tions, such as enhancing the 
performance of tomorrow’s 
wireless systems (6G), creating 
a more advanced and interac-
tive gaming environment, and 
pushing the boundaries of ex-
tended reality while exploring 
the metaverse.

Euler Motors ties up with Shriram Transport 
Finance Company for retail EV financing

Medical Cyclotron Unit to be set up in Odisha

Nutrition and Health needs should be gender neutral says health experts at the webinar on women’s health IndiGo announces 
Itanagar as 75th 
domestic destination

Your smartphone will soon 
help map surroundings for 
better 6G experience

Masai School Ropes in Cricketer  Mithali Raj and former 
football player Baichung Bhutia as investors

IONIQ5 to be Hyundai’s 
first model for India 
under new platform

Panipat entrepreneurs preparing for Textile Trade Fair in GermanyMaharashtra  increases subsidy 
outlay for small scale businesses
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US Treasury Secretary 
meets FM Nirmala 
Sitharaman

NewDelhi:  US Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen, who is 
on a day-long visit to India, on 
Friday met Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman ahead of 
the 9th meeting of the India-
US Economic Financial Part-
nership here. “Union Finance 
Minister Smt. @nsitharaman 
and US Treasury Secretary Dr. 
@SecYellen meet ahead of the 
9th meeting of India-US Eco-
nomic Financial Partnership 
#EFP, in New Delhi, today,” 
the Finance Ministry said in 
a tweet. During the meeting, 
both sides will discuss issues 
of mutual interest, including 
climate finance, multilateral 
issues, India-US cooperation 
at G20 under India’s presi-
dency, taxation, supply chain 
resilience, global economy and 
macroeconomic outlook.

India’s software export revenue 
and remittances act as a strong 
counter cyclical buffer against 
increase in current account 
deficit (CAD) due to hike in 
global oil prices and rupee de-
preciation, said the State Bank 
of India’s (SBI) Chief Economic 
Adviser.

In a research report Dr. Sou-
mya Kanti Ghosh, Group Chief 
Economic Adviser, SBI, said 
for every rupee depreciation, 
software exports increase by 
$250 million. Ghosh said con-
trary to the expectations, the 
Q1FY23 Balance of Payments 
(BOP) numbers have shown 
that a strong counter-cyclical 
buffer in the form of service 
exports and remittances.

For example, in Q1, India’s 
CAD was expected to breach 
$30 billion/3.8 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP), but 
the actual numbers came in at 
2.8 per cent of GDP.

The positive surprise was be-
cause of strong remittances and 
software exports, the CAD got 
a lift of 60 basis points, Ghosh 
said. “We expect that if such 
trends of strong remittances and 
software exports have continued 
(RBI data suggests software 
exports in Q2 was strong) in 
Q2, and India’s CAD comes in 
below the threshold level o f 3.5 
per cent of GDP in Q2, the CAD 
for FY23 could still be closer to 
3 per cent benchmark and not 
in excess of 3.5 per cent of GDP, 
“ he added.

Also, forex reserves could 
jump by another $5 billion as 
swap transactions reverse and 
thus having a positive impact on 
rupee as is being currently wit-
nessed, he noted. To understand 
the factors that are impacting 
India’s CAD, Ghosh wor ked 
on the structural vector auto-
regressions (SVAR) model.

With oil forming 30 per cent 

of India’s import bill, it has a 
major impact on macro-eco-
nomic variables. An increase 
in oil import price impacts di-
rectly the trade deficit and con-
sequently CAD gets widened.

That apart, it also results in 
inflation. According to Ghosh, 
the SVAR model introduces 
a counter cyclical response to 
increased oil prices in the form 
of software service exports that 

is impacted positively because 
of a rupee depreciation.

“Although, remittances are 
positively impacted, we have 
not conside red them in our 
SVAR model because of data 
volatility.” The results of the 
SVAR model clearly gives an 
idea of the negative impact of 
oil price shock on CAD, inflation 
and growth in one direction and 
the positive impact of software 

exports on CAD as a result of 
rupee depreciation.

In particular, a positive shock 
to oil prices leads to immedi-
ate and sharp increase in CAD, 
which dissipates completely 
in about eight quarters. The 
trade deficit also increases up 
to two quarters after the initial 
positive oil price shock, he said. 
“This implies that India’s trade 
deficit may already have b een 
adversely impacted for first half 
of the current fiscal because of 
the oil price shock, “ Ghosh said.

In case of GDP, positive shock 
to oil prices leads to immediate 
decline, which however starts 
reversing after third quarter 
and completely dissipates after 
the seventh quarter.

“This implies that India’s first 
half GDP growth in FY23 co uld 
have been impacted because of 
oil price shock. Most interest-
ingly, rupee dollar exchange rate 
also gets impacted and it de-

preciates slightly after increase 
in oil prices till three quarters 
following which it starts ap-
preciating, “ he said.

As a result, the rupee outlook 
is likely to improve in Q4 of 
FY23.

The impact of oil price on 
consumer price index (CPI) in-
flation will dissipates after four 
quarters and it means that the 
CPI inflation outlook for FY24 
will be consistent with RBI’s 
forecast of 5 per cent.

Ghosh said India’s software 
exports are on the rise with the 
share of offsite mode of exports 
by Indian IT service companies 
increasing to 88.8 per cent in 
FY22 compared to 82.8 per cent 
five years ago.

Ghosh said a $10 increase in 
crude oil prices leads to increase 
of 40 bps in CAD, 50 bps in CPI 
and 23 bps decline in growth 
with software exports acting as 
counter cyclical buffer.

Leading crypto exchange Coin-
base will lay off more employ-
ees soon in a fresh round of 
job cuts, as the world of crypto 
faces another existential threat 
after the FTX collapse, the 
media reported.

The layoffs were announced 
internally and the company is 
likely to sack around 60 em-
ployees in its recruiting and in-
stitutional onboarding teams, 
reports The Information.

The cuts will take place as 
the broader cryptocurrency 
industry is in chaos due to the 
ongoing FTX saga which has 
alarmed investors and caused 
cryptocurrency values to sink 
further.

Crypto exchange FTX 
Founder and CEO Sam Bank-
man-Fried told investors that 
he needed emergency funding 
to cover a shortfall of up to $8 
billion due to withdrawal re-
quests received in recent days.

Leading crypto exchange 
Binance has also pulled out 
of the FTX acquisition deal.

Even before the FTX prob-
lems, Coinbase had tried to 
control costs, as declining 
crypto trading volumes were 
hurting this year’s revenue, the 
report said. In June this year, 
the crypto exchange company 
had announced to lay off 18 per 
cent of its workforce, or about 
1, 100 jobs amid the economic 
downturn.

Brian Armstrong, CEO and 
co-founder had said that while 
the company tried its best to 
get this just right, in this case, 
it was clear that it had over-
hired.

Now, the collapse of the 
FTX crypto exchange has 
brought yet another round of 
threats to the crypto industry 
as a whole amid Bitcoin and 
other crypto values dropping 
further.

Gold climbs Rs 294, 
silver rises Rs 638

New Delhi: Gold price in 
the national capital rallied Rs 
294 to Rs 52,663 per 10 grams 
on Friday amid a rise in price 
of the metal in the interna-
tional market, according to 
HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the 
yellow metal had closed at Rs 
52,369 per 10 grams.

Silver also surged by Rs 638 
to Rs 62,858 per kg.

“MCX Gold December fu-
ture has surpassed the crucial 
resistance of Rs 52,100 and 
headed towards the next tar-
get of Rs 52,600,” said Vinay 
Rajani, Research Analyst at 
HDFC Securities. In the in-
ternational market, gold was 
trading higher at USD 1,761 
per ounce while silver was up 
at USD 21.89 per ounce.

New Delhi:  The players 
auction for the next year’s In-
dian Premier League (IPL) 
will be held in Kochi on De-
cember 23, a BCCI official said 
on Wednesday.

The Turkish city of Istan-
bul, Bengaluru, New Delhi, 
Mumbai and Hyderabad were 
also in contention to host the 
auction but, the BCCI eve-
natully opted for the coastal 
Kerala city.

“Logistically, and consider-
ing the dates, Kochi turned out 
to be the most suited option,” 
a BCCI official told PTI.

Unlike the last auction, this 
year’s will be a mini auction. 
The 10 IPL franchises have 
already been asked to submit 
their list of retained players by 
November 15. Also, the salary 
cap is likely to be increased 
from Rs 90 to Rs 95 crore for 
the  IPL 2023 season.

MuMbai: The rupee appre-
ciated by 62 paise to close at 
80.78 (provisional) against the 
US dollar on Friday, as mod-
erating US CPI data coupled 
with a fall in the dollar index 
boosted investor sentiments.

Forex traders said positive 
domestic equities and sus-
tained foreign fund inflows 
also supported the local unit.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local unit 
opened at 80.76 and touched 
an intra-day high of 80.58 
and a low of 80.99 against 
the greenback.

The local unit finally settled 
at 80.78, registering a rise of 
62 paise over its previous close 
of 81.40.

“The Indian rupee appreci-
ated on weak US Dollar and 
positive domestic markets. 
Sustained FII inflows also 
supported Rupee,” said Anuj 
Choudhary - Research Analyst 
at Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.

However, a surge in crude 
oil prices capped sharp gains.

US inflation and core infla-
tion declined to 7.7 per cent 
and 6.3 per cent in October 
from 8.2 per cent and 6.6 per 
cent in September, respective-
ly, amid hopes that inflation 

may have peaked and Fed will 
not raise rates aggressively, 
Choudhary said.

“We expect Rupee to trade 
with a positive bias on rise in 
risk appetite in global markets 
and weakness in the green-
back,” Choudhary said.

Traders are expected to 
remain cautious ahead of in-
dustrial production data from 
India and consumer sentiment 
data from the US on Friday, 
he added.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback’s 
strength against a basket of six 
currencies, slipped 0.82 per 
cent to 107.31.

Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude futures surged 2.56 per 
cent to USD 96.07 per barrel.

On the domestic equity 
market front, the 30-share 
BSE Sensex advanced 1,181.34 
points or 1.95 per cent to end 
at 61,795.04, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty gained 321.50 
points or 1.78 per cent to 
18,349.70.

Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) were net buy-
ers in the capital markets on 
Thursday as they purchased 
shares worth Rs 36.06 crore, 
according to exchange data.

Customer centric approach, 
adoption of modern technolo-
gies and extensive digital chan-
nels/products to facilitate inte-
grated and inclusive banking 
was the highlight of the Bank’s 
performance in Q1 FY22-23

Union Bank of India is 
ranked 2nd as per the report 
on EASE Reforms Index for Q1 
FY 2022-23 by Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA). Union Bank 
of India is the 2nd Best Bank in 
adopting reforms prescribed for 
Public Sector Banks.

Union Bank of India has been 
doing well in areas related to 
enabling various digital jour-
neys for customer convenience, 
upgrading analytics & big data 
capabilities for personalized 
offerings & proactive reach out 
to customers, adopting modern 
technology capabilities for inte-
grated banking experience, col-
laborative banking for higher ef-
ficiency, employee development 
and better governance measures 

resulted in Bank improving its 
rank up by two notches.

The performance of PSBs 
is measured on five themes 
under EASE 5.0, in which, 
Union Bank of India has set 
the benchmark under the two 
themes i.e., ‘Modern Technol-
ogy Capabilities’ and ‘Employee 
Development and Governance’. 
The bank has also achieved 1st 
runner-up position in theme 
‘Digitally - enabled customer 
offerings’. Enhanced Access & 
Service Excellence (EASE) is 
an initiative by the DFS (GOI) 
as part of the PSB Reforms 
Agenda and is currently under 

its fifth iteration which focuses 
on Enhanced Digital experi-
ence, Integrated and Inclusive 
Banking.

About Union Bank of India: 
Union Bank of India with 8729 
Branches, is the fourth larg-
est PSB after amalgamation 
in terms of business volumes. 
The total business of Union 
Bank of India has crossed 18 
trillion for Sep,2022. Union 
Bank of India has been in the 
forefront in offering customised 
products with very competitive 
pricing. The Bank has also taken 
up lot of digital initiatives to 
empower its customers with 
ease of doing business with the 
Bank. In the recent EASE rank-
ings released by DFS, Union 
Bank of India has improved 
upon its performance under 
various parameters, which the 
Bank attributes to its highly 
motivated workforce coupled 
with cutting-edge technology 
initiatives adopted.

MuMbai:  The Director-
ate of Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) on Friday arrested 
a traveller with 4.98 kg of 
heroin worth Rs 35 crore at 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport in 
Mumbai, an official said. 

The DRI had received 
information about a pas-
senger trying to smuggle a 
drug consignment into the 
country, following which offi-
cials beefed up surveillance at 
the airport, the official said.

A man traveling from 
Nairobi (Kenya) to Mumbai 
was intercepted on suspicion 
when he crossed the green 

channel, he said. 
On searching his luggage, 

officials recovered 4.98 kg of 
off-white colour powder in 
a trolley bag and on testing, 
presence of heroin was found, 
the official said.

The contraband was kept 
in a black polythene bag con-
cealed under a false cavity 
created in the trolley bag, 
due to which it was diffi-
cult to detect the drug, he  
said. 

Further investigation in 
the case is underway to un-
earth and neutralise the in-
ternational drug smuggling 
syndicate, the official said.

Leading cryptocurrency ex-
change Coinbase has clarified 
that it only has $15 million worth 
of deposits on FTX to facilitate 
business operations and client 
trades, as it faced a partial outage.

In its bid to provide clarity, 
the company said regardless of 
whether the Binance and FTX 
transaction completes, “we have 
very little exposure to FTX and 
we have no exposure to its token, 
FTT”. “We have no exposure to 
Alameda Research, and we have 
no loans to FTX, “ Coinbase said 
in a blog post late on Tuesday.

The clarification came as Bi-
nance on Tuesday announced a 
non-binding, letter of intent to 
acquire FTX for an undisclosed 
sum. Binance founder and CEO 
Changpeng Zhao (CZ) said in a 
tweet thread that FTX asked 
for their help. Binance and FTX 
teams were working on clearing 
out the withdrawal backlog.

Coinbase further said that as a 
publicly traded company in the 
US, “we’ve also built our busi-

ness in a way that allows us to 
be transparent about our track 
record, balance sheet strength, 
and effectively and prudently 
manage risk for our custom-
ers and ourselves”. “We are in 
a strong capital position. We 
ended Q3 with $5.6 billion in 
total available $USD resources, 
including $5 billion in cash and 
cash equivalents, “ the company 
informed. “Fragmented, opaque 
regulatory frameworks in the US 
are driving crypto to offshore 
unregulated exchanges, where 
looser regulations can put cus-
tomers at risk, “ it said.

Meanwhile, Coinbase said it 
was monitoring a fix for a partial 
outage that affected its website 
and app for around two hours.

An RTI reply has disclosed that 
no new Rs 2, 000 denomination 
currency notes were printed 
during 2019-20, 2020-21 and 
2021-22.

The RTI application filed 
by IANS disclosed that the 
Bharatiya Reserve Bank Note 
Mudran (P) Ltd printed 3, 
542.991 million pieces of Rs 
2, 000 notes in the financial 
year 2016-17, which drasti-
cally came down to 111.507 
million notes in 2017-18 and 
was further reduced to 46.690 
million notes in 2018-19.

The RTI reply received from 
the Bharatiya Reserve Bank 
Note Mudran (P) Ltd revealed 
said that ‘0’ number of Rs 2, 
000 denomination currency 
note was printed in 2019-20, 

2020-21 and 2021-22.
The Reserve Bank of India 

had introduced the Rs 2, 000 
note after the government an-
nounced the demonetisation 
move that banned old Rs 500 
and Rs 1, 000 currency notes 
on November 8, 2016.

A recent reply in the Parlia-
ment (on August 1) said that 
the number of fake currency 
notes of Rs 2, 000 denomi-
nation seized in the country 
as per NCRB data increased 
substantially between 2016 
and 2020, from 2, 272 to 2, 
44, 834 pieces.

As per the data, the total 
number of fake Rs 2, 000 notes 
seized in the country in 2016 
was 2, 272, which increased to 
74, 898 in 2017 before reducing 

to 54, 776 in 2018. The figures 
in 2019 stood at 90, 566 pieces, 
before registering a remark-
able spike in 2020 to 2, 44, 834 
pieces.

The RBI had issued 

banknotes in all denomina-
tions in the Mahatma Gandhi 
Series - 2005 with a new ex-
ploding numbering pattern in 
2015. With these visible security 
features, the general public can 

easily distinguish a counterfeit 
note from a genuine one.

More than 90 per cent of 
the counterfeit notes detected 
in the banking system were of 
low quality and none of the 
major security features were 
compromised. Details of secu-
rity features of these notes are 
displayed on the RBI website 
for the general public, said the 
reply in the Parliament.

It also said that the RBI issues 
various instructions to banks on 
measures to safeguard against 
forged currency notes. The cen-
tral bank regularly conducts 
training programmes on de-
tection of counterfeit notes for 
employees/officials of banks and 
other organisations handling 
large amount of cash.

Mohali: The Mahindra All 
India Talent Scholarships (MAI-
TS) scholarship was awarded to 
41 students this year by the K. 
C. Mahindra Education Trust. 
Of the 150 applications received 
across Punjab, Haryana, and 
Himachal Pradesh, 65 students 
were shortlisted to attend the 
interviews held on 1st Novem-
ber 2022 at Swaraj Division, 

in Mohali.
The K. C. Mahindra Educa-

tion Trust (KCMET) was found-
ed by the late Mr. K. C. Mahin-
dra in the year 1953, with an 
objective to promote literacy and 
higher learning in the country. 
In addition to various other pro-
grammes the Trust established 
the Mahindra All India Talent 
Scholarship in 1995. This schol-

arship is awarded to students 
belonging to economically disad-
vantaged families, who wish to 
pursue a job-oriented Diploma 
course at a recognised Govern-
ment Polytechnic in India. This 
Scholarship was established to 
encourage and support young 
students from rural and urban 
areas to pursue job-oriented 
Diplomas. The Trust awards 

Rs. 10, 000/- per annum to 550 
students annually, for a maxi-
mum period of 3 years. Till date 
11559 students have received the 
scholarship across India.

 Arun Raghav, Sr GM ( ER, 
Admin & CSR), Mahindra & 
Mahindra Ltd Swaraj Division,  
Roopali Jalota, General Man-
ager , KCMET, Mumbai and 
Inderjeet Singh, Sr. Manager 

Mahindra Finance, Chandigarh 
conducted the interviews of 
shortlisted candidates at Swaraj 
Division. Sheetal Mehta, Execu-
tive Director & Trustee, K.C. 
Mahindra Education Trust, said, 
“The Mahindra All India Talent 
Scholarship interviews give us 
an opportunity to directly inter-
act with youth from extremely 
underprivileged backgrounds. 

Higher education platform 
upGrad on Monday an-
nounced to invest $30 million 
and open 10 global campuses 
in the US, India and other 
regions next year.

Under a new brand name 
UGDX’, the company said it 
will open three campuses in 
the US (the San Francisco 
unit goes live in January), five 
in India (Delhi and Chennai) 
and one each in Singapore 
and Middle-East.

“As part of our goal to be 
the world’s first and largest 
fully integrated higher edtech 
company spanning college 
learners and working profes-
sionals from the age of 18 to 
60+ years, this is a natural ex-
tension as we move to a very 
scaled blended offline and 
online model under our own 

upGrad brand, “ said Ronnie 
Screwvala, Co-founder and 
Chairperson, upGrad.

The company currently has 
facilities in Mumbai, Hyder-
abad and Bengaluru.

Under UGDX, ‘ upGrad 
plans to have faculty recruit-
ments in various geographies 
and will use technology to 

seamlessly integrate cam-
puses, faculty, and corporates 
within one ecosystem.

UGDX’ will specialise in 
AI, machine learning, cyber-
security, Blockchain, con-
nected devices, IoT, quantum 
computing, digital manage-
ment, leadership courses 
and the Cloud, offering cer-

tificates, bachelor’s, master’s 
and doctoral programmes in 
these areas.

UGDX’ recently acquired 
data science, AI, ML-focused 
offline institute INSOFE’.

“Rich engagements with 
industry connections will 
also enable our learners 
with real-world experiences 
from day one. All our pro-
grams have at least twice the 
number of capstones and 
project work compared to 
traditional programs, “ said 
Dr Dakshinamurthy Kolluru, 
Founder and CEO, upGrad 
INSOFE, who will also head 
the UGDX’.

upGrad has a learner base 
of over three million across 
more than 100 countries 
and over 300 university  
partners.

For every rupee depreciation, software exports 
increase by $250 mn: SBI Chief Economic Advisor

No new Rs 2,000 notes printed from 2019-2022, says RTI reply

upGrad to invest $30 mn to launch 10 global campuses next yearMan held with heroin 
worth Rs 35 crore at 
Mumbai Airport

Coinbase has $15 mn deposits on 
FTX, now acquired by Binance

Union Bank of India secures 
2nd Rank in EASE reforms

K. C. Mahindra Education Trust commits scholarship worth Rs 30,000 each for 41 students

IPL auction to be 
held on December 
23 in Kochi

Rupee gains 62 paise 
to close at 80.78 
against US dollar

Crypto exchange 
Coinbase to lay off 
more employees 
amid FTX saga
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A joint study by the World 
Health Organisation’s (WHO) 
Unity Studies and SeroTracker 
and colleagues suggests that 
based on seroprevalence, global 
Covid-19 infection rates are like-
ly to be higher than previously 
reported.

The study, published in the 
open access journal PLOS Medi-
cine, found that global sero-
prevalence rose from 7.7 per 
cent in June 2020 to 59.2 per 
cent in September 2021, sug-
gesting two-thirds of the global 
population may be SARS-CoV-2 
seropositive from either vaccina-
tion or infection.

Estimates of Covid-19 infec-
tions based on seroprevalence 
data far exceed reported cases, 
suggesting a bigger global im-
pact of Covid-19 than previ-
ously known. According to the 
authors, “this study on global 
seroprevalence of SARS-CoV-2 
antibodies found that while 
seroprevalence has increased 
over time, a third of the global 
population tested negative for 
antibodies against the virus as 
of September 2021 estimates. It 
was also found that compared 

to seroprevalence estimates, 
routine testing for Covid-19 
has largely underestimated the 
number of global infections”.

Serosurveillance provides 
estimates of antibody levels 
against infectious diseases and 
is considered the gold standard 
for measuring population im-
munity due to past infection or 
vaccination.

In order to ascertain the true 
rates of infection and indicators 
of immunity in the population 
against SARS-CoV-2 over time, 
researchers conducted a system-
atic review and meta-analysis of 
seroprevalence studies published 
from January 1, 2020 to May 20, 

2022. From their search param-
eters, the authors identified 965 
distinct seroprevalence studies 
sampling 5, 346, 069 partici-
pants between January 2020 
and April 2022, with 43 per 
cent of these studies being from 
low-middle income countries.

“As we enter the third year of 
the pandemic, implementation 
of a global system or network 
for targeted, multi-pathogen, 
high-quality and standardised 
collaborative serosurveillance 
is a crucial next step to monitor 
the pandemic and contribute to 
preparedness for other emerging 
respiratory pathogens, “ said the 
researchers.

As crucial discussions among 
various staakeeholders around 
the next Pakistan army chief’s 
appointment gain momen-
tum within and outside the 
country, the Sharif brothers 
have reportedly decided in a 
London huddle that the prime 
minister will not buckle under 
any ‘pressure’ to make the all-
important appointment - come 
what may, media report said.

Meanwhile, it emerged on 
Thursday that former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif had 
been issued a diplomatic 
passport, paving the way for 
his impending return to the 
country, Dawn reported.

In the face of looming pres-
sure from Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan to appoint a new army 
chief that would be acceptable 
to him, and announce early 
polls, both Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and his elder 
brother Nawaz Sharif have 
decided that the powers of the 
premier to appoint the army 
chief will not be surrendered 

at any cost, a reliable source 
privy to the talks between the 
two brothers in London said, 
Dawn reported.

Insiders said that the prime 
minister had reportedly flown 
to London to place the op-
tions he was conveyed by 
certain quarters before his 
elder brother in the context 
of the fast-changing political 
scenario.

However, the source said 
both brothers agreed not to 
give in to Khan’s demand for 

snap elections. “PM Shehbaz 
told Nawaz that almost all 
Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) parties are on the 
same page over the premier’s 
powers to appoint the army 
chief and complete the incum-
bent government’s tenure till 
August 2023. They (PML-N 
and allied parties) are even 
ready to sacrifice their gov-
ernment, but will not budge 
from their stance, “ the source 
maintained, Dawn reported.

Nawaz’s children - Maryam, 

Hassan and Hussain - were 
also present in the meetings.

A PML-N insider said the 
coalition government had 
“certain pressures” from some 
quarters over the issue of army 
chief’s appointment and fresh 
polls. “That is why Shehbaz 
reached out to the party su-
premo to decide whether to 
accept some demands or not, 
“ he said.

The prime minister had 
rushed to London on Wednes-
day on his way back from 
Egypt to have the ‘final word’ 
from his elder brother and 
party’s supreme leader, who 
has been in a self-imposed 
exile for three years, over the 
appointment of the new army 
chief. Sources said an exten-
sion to Gen Bajwa was also 
discussed during the meeting. 
Gen Bajwa’s tenure is set to 
end on November 29, Dawn 
reported.

This was Shehbaz Sharif’s 
third visit to the UK since tak-
ing over as premier in April 
this year.

NewDelhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will visit 
Indonesia from November 14 
to November 16 to attend the 
17th G20 summit in Bali at the 
invitation of the Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo.

According to a statement by 
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, during the Bali summit, 
G20 leaders will deliberate 
extensively upon key issues 
of global concern under the 
summit theme of “Recover 
Together, Recover Stronger”.

Three working sessions will 
be held as part of the G20 sum-

mit agenda, namely on food 
and energy security, health 
and digital transformation.

At the closing session of the 
summit, Widodo will sym-
bolically hand over the G20 
presidency to Modi. India 
will formally assume the G20 
presidency from December 1, 
2022, the statement added.

On the sidelines of the sum-
mit, the Prime Minister will 
hold bilateral meetings with 
some of his counterparts. Modi 
will also address and interact 
with the Indian community 
in Bali, official sources said.

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

The Customs department here 
today  informed that Customs 
officers posted at Land Cus-
toms Station at Attari under 
the Amritsar Customs Preven-
tive Commissionerate have 
seized an antique stone sculp-
ture of Buddha.

Commissioner Customs 
Amritsar, Rahul Nangare in 
a statement issued here today 
informed that a passenger of 
foreign nationality, who ar-
rived in India via ICP, Attari 
was intercepted and his bag-
gage was examined. During 
examination of his baggage, 
the Customs officers posted 
at the passenger terminal of 
ICP Attari, detected a stone 
sculpture of Buddha. 

The sculpture was detained 
by Customs officers posted at 
the Passenger Terminal, ICP 
Attari on suspicion of being a 
prohibited item falling in the 
category of Antiquity. But at 
the same time a passenger who 

was a Foreign National was 
freed to continue his journey 
to the next nation. 

The matter was referred to 
the office of Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) Chandi-
garh circle. The ASI has now 
given a report confirming that 
the sculpture fragment appears 
to be Buddha of the Gandhara 
School of Art and tentatively 
datable to 2 nd or 3 rd CE and 
falls under the category of an-

tiquity under the Antiquities 
and Art Treasure Act, 1972. 
They have further informed 
that the main features of such 
idol pertaining to Gandhara 
School of Art are- with  Flute 
hair,  Face of Buddha shown 
as crown prince, the idols of 
Buddha are of are of Black 
soft stone, which comes from 
Syat ghati and the Gandhara 
Art is strongly influenced by 
Greeko- Roman Art, said he.

The stone sculpture has 
been seized under the Cus-
toms Act read with Antiquities 
and Art Treasure Act, 1972 
and further investigation and 
necessary action under the 
relevant Acts is being taken 
in the matter.

It was a incident of around  
twenty days back, but today a 
report with regard to Sculpture 
of Buddha was received from 
Archaeological Survey of In-

dia (ASI) Chandigarh, said a 
Custom official.

He said the seized Stone 
Sculpture of Buddha may be 
handed over to some museum 
or department of Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India.

Adding further he said that 
in previous such instances of 
seizures of Antiquities, 262 
Antiquity Coins were seized 
from a passenger at Land 
Customs Station, Attari Rail 
in May, 2017 and another 65 
Antiquity Coins were seized 
from a passenger at Land 
Customs Station, Attari Rail 
in September, 2018.

The ASI had identified these 
coins as belonging to various 
historical eras including, Ma-
haraja Ranjit Singh Period, 
Indo Greek coins of Azelizus, 
square coin of Appollodotus, 
Coins of Akbar, Jahangir and 
Humayun and Coins of British 
era with with legend Victoria 
Empress bust. Some of these 
Coins are now displayed in the 
Dharohar: National Museum 
of Customs &amp; GST at Goa.

A series of large-scale strikes 
across the UK over long-running 
pay disputes are set to disrupt 
daily life for the next few months 
and also expected to take a huge 
economic toll.

Strikes on the London Under-
ground will go ahead on Thurs-
day, after the government body 
Transport for London (TfL) and 
trade union representatives failed 
to reach an agreement, reports 
Xinhua news agency. The unions 
had asked TfL to pause job cuts 
and changes to pensions.

“Our members are resolute 
in their determination to see a 
just settlement to this jobs and 

pensions dispute, “ said Mick 
Lynch, general secretary at The 
National Union of Rail, Maritime 
and Transport Workers.

“They will continue their in-
dustrial campaign for as long as it 
takes.” TfL has warned that there 
will be “limited or no services 
running” on Thursday, and pas-
sengers should avoid travelling 
on the Tube.

London Underground handles 
up to five million passengers a 
day, according to TfL. At peak 
times, there are over 540 trains 
running around the British capi-
tal. Meanwhile, starting on No-
vember 18 around 700 workers at 

London’s Heathrow airport will 
participate in a three-day strike. 
These workers are responsible 
for a wide variety of roles, in-
cluding ground handling, airside 
transport and cargo, said Unite, 
one of the largest trade unions 
in the UK.

The strike will particularly 
affect Qatar Airways, which has 
scheduled an additional 10 flights 
a week during the World Cup 
that starts on November 20.

Passengers returning to the US 
for the Thanksgiving holiday are 
also set to be adversely affected, 
Unite said. Next, more than 70, 
000 university staff at 150 UK 
universities will strike for three 
days at the end of November 
over pay, working conditions 
and pensions.

The strike will be “the big-
gest ever to hit UK universities 
and could impact 2.5 million 
students”, the University and Col-
lege Union (UCU) said. UCU’s 
demands include a meaningful 
pay rise to deal with the cost-
of-living crisis, after employers 
granted a pay rise worth just 3 
per cent this year. This followed 
over a decade of below-inflation 
pay rises, the union underlined.

Top US Gen estimates 200K 
military casualties on both 
sides in Ukraine war

General Mark Milley, Chair-
man of the US Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, has estimated that around 
100, 000 Russian and 100, 000 
Ukrainian soldiers have been 
killed or injured since Moscow 
waged its ongoing war against 
Kiev on February 24.

Addressing an event in New 
York late Thursday, the most 
senior US general also said that 
around 40, 000 civilians had 
died in the war, reports the BBC. 
These are the highest-ever esti-
mates offered by a Western of-
ficial. General Milley, who serves 
as US President Joe Biden’s most 
senior military adviser, added 
that for any talks to be successful, 
both Russia and Ukraine would 
have to reach a “mutual recogni-
tion” that a wartime victory “is 
maybe not achievable through 
military means, and therefore 
you need to turn to other means”.

An Indian national in the US 
faces a maximum penalty of 20 
years in prison if convicted in 
an $8 million Covid-19 relief 
fraud scheme, according to court 
documents.

Abhishek Krishnan, 40, has 
been charged by a federal grand 
jury in Newark, New Jersey, for 
fraudulently obtaining millions 
of dollars in Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) loans guaranteed 
by the Small Business Adminis-
tration (SBA) under the Corona-
virus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act. Krish-
nan, who previously resided in 
Wake County, North Carolina, 
is charged with two counts of 
wire fraud, two counts of money 

laundering, and two counts of 
aggravated identity theft.

After returning to India, 
Krishnan allegedly submitted 
numerous fraudulent PPP loan 
applications to federally insured 
banks, including on behalf of 
purported companies that were 
not registered business entities. 
The fraudulent PPP loan appli-
cations allegedly included false 

statements about the compa-
niesa employees and payroll 
expenses, as well as falsified 
tax filings. As part of the fraud 
scheme, Krishnan allegedly used 
the name of another person with-
out that person’s authority. He 
allegedly submitted at least 17 
PPP loan applications seeking 
over $8.2 million and received 
more than $3.3 million in loan 
proceeds. Following receipt of 
the funds, Krishnan allegedly 
laundered the proceeds of the 
fraud. If convicted, he faces a 
maximum penalty of 20 years in 
prison on each of the top counts 
and a mandatory minimum of 
two years in prison on each count 
of aggravated identify theft.

Large swathes of northern 
Italy experienced the hottest 
October this year since record 
keeping began in 1800, the 
country’s National Research 
Council said.

Temperatures reached 3.18 
degrees Celsius above normal 
levels in the northern part of 
the country, Xinhua news 
agency quoted the Council as 
saying.

However, in Italy as a whole, 
temperatures were high but 
not record-breaking.

The Council said they were 
2.08 degrees Celsius higher 
than normal, the second-
highest increase compared to 
normal levels, just behind the 
record of 2.13 degrees Celsius 
reached in 2001.

The new data comes from 
Giulio Betti, a meteorologist 
and climatologist with the 
National Research Council.

In addition to the high tem-

peratures, much of the country 
has also suffered from a lack 
of rainfall, and an increase in 
extreme weather events in-
cluding storms, floods, and 
strong winds.

The record high tempera-
tures in October followed 
a long and unusually dry 
heatwave in Italy in the sum-
mer months, which resulted 
in hundreds of deaths and 
slashed agricultural produc-
tion.

According to previous re-
ports from the National Re-
search Council, this year is 
on track to be the hottest ever 
recorded nationally.

New Delhi:  The world is 
projected to spew 40.6 billion 
tonnes of CO2 (GtCO2) into 
the atmosphere in 2022, with 
no sign of the decrease that is 
urgently needed to limit warm-
ing to 1.5 degree Celsius, accord-
ing to a new report released on 
Friday, coinciding with the UN 
climate summit in Egypt.

The projection of 40.6 GtCO2 
total emissions in 2022 is close 
to the highest-ever annual total 
of 40.9 GtCO2 in 2019.

If current emissions levels 
persist, there is a 50 percent 
chance that warming of 1.5 de-
gree Celsius will be exceeded 
in nine years, according to the 
“Global Carbon Budget 2022” 
report by a group of scientists 

who track emissions and pub-
lish in peer- reviewed scientific 
journals. 1.5 degree Celsius is the 
preferred warming limit set by 
the 2015 Paris Agreement -- a 
limit that countries hope will 
be sufficient to avoid the worst 
impacts of climate change.

Earth’s global surface temper-
ature has increased by around 
1.1 degree Celsius as compared 
to the average in the pre-in-
dustrial (1850 1900) levels and 

this warming is considered the 
reason behind record droughts, 
wildfires and floods worldwide.

In 2021, more than half of 
the world’s CO2 emissions were 
from three places -- China (31 
percent), the US (14 percent) 
and the European Union (8 
percent). India accounted for 7 
percent of the global CO2 emis-
sions, according to the report.

The projected emissions de-
crease in China (0.9 percent) 
and in the European Union (0.8 
percent), but increase in the US 
(1.5 percent), India (6 percent) 
and the rest of the world (1.7 
percent). In India, emissions in 
2022 are to increase by 6 per-
cent, driven mostly by a 5 per-
cent increase in coal emissions.

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

To celebrate Prakash Gurpurb 
(birth anniversary) of Guru 
Nanak Dev at Gurdwara Nan-
kana Sahib, different jathas 
(groups) sponsored by Shiro-
mani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC) Haryana 
Gurdwara Management and 
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Manage-
ment Committee today crossed 
over to Pakistan here today. 

The leadership of this jatha 
has been enstrusted to former 
SGPC member Master Preet 
Singh.

Speaking on this occasion, 
jatha leader Master Preet Singh 
said that it is his good luck that 
he got the opportunity to lead 
jatha to Pakistan for Prakash 
Gurpurb celebrations of Guru 
Nanak Dev. 

SGPC member Bhai Manjit 
Singh said that although events 
were organised across the world 
to celebrate Parkash Gurpurb 
of Guru Nanak Dev, but being 
the part of birth celebration 
moments at his birthplace (Nan-
kana Sahib) is great fortune for 
pilgrims. He said the govern-
ments should not have rejected 
pilgrimage visas, as this hurt the 
sentiments of pilgrims. 

He said this year SGPC had 
sent passports of 1,496 pilgrims 
for issuing visas to Pakistan 
High Commission but appli-

cations of 586 pilgrims have 
been rejected, which has caused 
resentment in their minds. He 
said it is very important issue 
and governments of both coun-
tries should pay special atten-
tion to this issue. 

However, the total strength of 
Sikh pilgrims who crossed over 
to Pakistan were 2418 that in-
cludes from Haryana and Delhi 
Sikh Gurdwara Management 
Committees.

Meanwhile, SGPC secre-
tary Partap Singh said that 
the jatha that departed to 
celebrate Prakash Gurpurb at 
Gurdwara Nankana Sahib will 
also visit other historical Sikh 
shrines in Pakistan. He said 
that on November 7, the jatha 
of pilgrims will pay obeisance at 
Gurdwara Sacha Sauda, Mandi 
Chuharkhana (Sheikhupura) 
from Gurdwara Nankana Sa-
hib. He said on November 8, 
the jatha will participate in the 
Prakash Gurpurb celebrations 
at Gurdwara Nankana Sahib. 
On November 9, the pilgrims 
will depart for Gurdwara Panja 
Sahib at Hasan Abdal and after 
staying here on November 10, 
they will reach Gurdwara Dehra 
Sahib, Lahore on November 11. 
On November 13, jatha will visit 
Gurdwara Sri Rorhi Sahib, Em-
inabad, and Gurdwara Darbar 
Sahib, Kartarpur Sahib, will 
return to Dehra Sahib, Lahore 
in the evening. 

PM to gift traditional 
Himachal items to world 
leaders at G20 summit

During the G20 summit in Bali 
scheduled to be held on Novem-
ber 15-16, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is likely to gift unique 
art and handicraft items from 
Himachal Pradesh to world lead-
ers, according to official sources. 
The sources said that the Prime 
Minister may gift items like Kullu 
shawls and Kangra miniature 
paintings. India will take over the 
G20 presidency from Indonesia 
from December 1. India’s tenure 
will continue till November 20, 
2023. G20 is a premier forum 
for international economic co-
operation representing around 
85 per cent of the global GDP, 
over 75 per cent of the global 
trade and around two-thirds of 
the world population. India is 
taking over the presidency at 
a time when geo-political ten-
sions are on the rise owing to the 
Russia-Ukraine war and infla-
tion, rising fuel prices as well as 
unemployment are emerging 
as major global concerns apart 
from weakening of emerging 
markets and currencies, includ-
ing the rupee.

Winning ticket for $2.04bn 
jackpot sold in California

A jackpot-winning Powerball 
ticket was sold in California for 
a record $2.04 billion, authori-
ties said. Lottery officials con-
firmed in a tweet on Tuesday 
that “California Lottery makes 
its FIRST EVER Billionaire”, 
reports Xinhua news agency

“One lucky ticket sold at 
Joe’s Service Center in Al-
tadena matched all 6 numbers 
in the November 7 Powerball 
draw, “ said the tweet.

The jackpot climbed beyond 
its earlier estimate of $1.9 bil-
lion to $2.04 billion at the 
time of the drawing, making 
it the world’s largest lottery 
prize, according to California 
Lottery officials.

Seizure of Stone Sculpture of Buddha 
datable to 2 nd / 3 rd CE at ICP, Attari 

Global Covid infection rates 
higher than previously reported

PM Modi to visit Indonesia 
to attend G20 summit

UK braces for strikes over pay disputes 2418 Indian Sikh pilgrims visit 
to Pakistan for Prakash Gurpurb 
of Guru Nanak Dev ji

Indian national charged in $8 mn Covid relief fraud scheme in US

Pak PM to appoint army Chief ‘at any cost’, 
Sharif brothers decide in London huddle

Hottest October 
in northern Italy 
since 1800

Global CO2 emissions in 2022 near record levels: Report
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HigHligHt of tHe week1    no one can stop nation whose youth 

works with spirit of nation first: pm at 

ncc rally2  ’unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets 

aside suspension of 12 Bjp mlas from 

maha assembly3   omicron not result of recombination 

between previous variants:  
study

New Delhi: prime Minis-

ter narendra Modi on thurs-

day proposed elevating ties 

with central asia to an un-

precedented new level, guid-

ed by an “ambitious vision” 

shared by india and the five 

post-soviet republics.”our 

cooperation has achieved 

many successes over the past 

three decades. and now, at 

this crucial juncture, let us 

define an ambitious vision 

for the coming years as well,” 

pM Modi said in the first 

india-central asia summit 

held in a virtual format.
the prime Minister stressed 

the region’s security and pros-

perity can be guaranteed only 

if the india and central asian 

countries firmly bond. pM 

Modi wanted to “make it clear 

that mutual cooperation be-

tween india and central asia 

is essential for regional secu-

rity and prosperity”.
He pointed out that “cen-

tral asia is central to india’s 

vision of an integrated and 

stable extended neighbour-

hood”. central asia and West 

asia are the key pillars defin-

ing india’s doctrine of engag-

ing its “extended neighbour-

hood”.
second, the prime Min-

ister made it plain that the 

next phase of ties can be an-

chored only if the new delhi-

central asia relationship is 

firmly institutionalised at all 

levels drawing many layers 

of stakeholders. “the second 

objective is to give an effective 

structure to our cooperation. 

this will establish a framework 

of regular interactions at dif-

ferent levels and among vari-

ous stakeholders.the prime 

Minister said that the third 

objective of the summit was “to 

create an ambitious roadmap 

for our cooperation.”referring 

to the centrality of regional 

security, the prime Minister, 

specially cited the common 

concern shared by india and 

central asia to defuse turbu-

lence in afghanistan. 
“We are all concerned about 

the developments in afghani-

stan. in this context also our 

mutual cooperation has be-

come more important for re-

gional security and stability,” 

pM Modi said. analysts point 

out that the prime Minister’s 

initiative to deepen structural 

linkages with central asia has 

at least four major objectives. 

First, the new initiative seeks 

to revive the natural historical 

and civilisational ties between 

india and the region in the 

digital age. second, as india’s engage-

ment-from culture, economy, 

energy and military---deepens, 

it will serve an antidote to 

region’s critical reliance on 

china, and the temptation to 

embrace turkey, which is woo-

ing these countries on account 

of their turkic cultural roots. 

india shares this perception 

with russia, whose president, 

Vladimir putin was in new 

delhi last month. third, in-

dia sees secular central asian 

countries as bulwarks to re-

verse the tide of fundamental-

ism and extremism radiating 

from afghanistan and paki-

stan. Fourth, central asia is 

rich in natural resources-an 

element which can be fused 

in india’s atmanirbhar Bharat 

vision.the prime Minister 

spotlighted that india has 

deep relations with all of the 

central asian countries. He 

cited kazakhstan, which had 

emerged unscathed of a seri-

ous bout of internal instability, 

as an important partner in 

india’s energy security.
looking ahead, the pM 

Modi said that the summit will 

also focus on trade, connectiv-

ity, development partnership, 

culture, and people-to-people 

ties. india is keen that the 

landlocked central asia sees 

the iranian port of chabahar 

as the natural gateway to the 

indian ocean, instead of over-

relying on the pakistani ports 

of karachi and the Gwadar in 

the conduct of its seaborne 

international trade. AGeNCieS

PM flags intent to elevate India-Central Asia 

ties to a new level during first regional summitmodi saId  Central Asia is central to India’s vision 

of an integrated and stable extended 

neighbourhood  We are all concerned about the 
developments in Afghanistan. In this 

context also our mutual cooperation 

has become more important for 
regional security and stability

New Delhi: emphasising president ram nath kovinds 

compassion, two retiring majestic horses, Vikrant and Viraat, 

will be retained in the presidents Bodyguard.Both decisions, 

to retain Vikrant and Viraat, are in line with india’s high 

traditions of humane treatment of animals and aligned to 

president ram nath kovind’s own compassion for them it 

is learnt.all policies pertaining to army animals are issued 

by the army headquarters. 
Hence, presidential Bodyguard animals also follow the 

regulations of the Ministry of defence (Mod), president’s 

Bodyguard sources said.the Mod is the administrative 

ministry and only competent authority to explain queries 

pertaining to upkeep of animals.However, the president’s 

Bodyguard will be making a request to the army headquar-

ters to retain Virat in the regiment for his retired life as 

a mark of respect for his services, president’s Bodyguard 

sources said.it is learnt that another majestic horse, Vikrant, assigned 

to president’s Bodyguard and retiring around the same 

time, may be retained similarly. 
AGeNCieS

president’s Bodyguard to 
retain retiring horses vikrant, 

viraat as mark of respect

New Delhi: terming it 

unconstitutional and arbi-

trary, the supreme court 

on Friday set aside the year-

long suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly.a bench headed 

by Justice a.M. khanwilkar 

said the suspension could 

have only been for a session 

of the House. it further added that the 

resolution for suspending 

the 12 BJp Mlas for a year 

was illegal and declared it 

ineffective.on January 19, 

the top court reserved the 

verdict on petitions challeng-

ing the one-year suspension 

of the 12 BJp Mlas from 

the Maharashtra legislative 

assembly for their alleged 

misconduct and misbehav-

iour in the House in July, 

last year.a battery of senior advo-

cates -- Mahesh Jethmalani, 

Mukul rohatgi, neeraj kis-

han kaul, and siddharth 

Bhatnagar argued for the 

suspended legislators. 
the senior advocates 

were assisted by advocates 

siddharth dharmadhikari 

and abhikalp pratap singh.

senior advocate c.a. sun-

daram, representing the 

Maharashtra government, 

argued the act of suspending 

a member from the legisla-

tive assembly for one year is 

not barred by the constitu-

tion. the petitioners’ coun-

sel contended that merely 

exercising inherent power 

can the House act contrary 

to the constitution, and no 

preliminary power can go 

beyond the constitution or 

fundamental rights.
the petitioners argued 

that there was no justifica-

tion of suspension, which 

affects the right of the con-

stituency. rohatgi empha-

sized that the decision of 

1-year suspension is grossly 

irrational, as there was non-

compliance with natural jus-

tice.during the hearing, the 

top court had observed that 

the suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly in July, for a year, 

for misbehaving with the 

presiding officer in chair, 

both inside and outside the 

assembly, was “worse than 

expulsion”.the suspensions came 

after the legislators had 

misbehaved with the then 

speaker-in-chair, Bhaskar 

Jadhav for refusing them 

sufficient time to speak.the 

suspended BJp legislators in-

clude -- ashish shelar, Girish 

Mahajan, atul Bhatkalkar, 

Jaykumar rawal, yogesh 

sagar, narayan kuch, ab-

himanyu pawar, sanjay kute, 

ram satpute, parag alvani, 

kirtikumar Bhangadiya and 

Harish pimpale. AGeNCieS

‘unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets aside 

suspension of 12 BJp Mlas from Maha Vs
New Delhi: india got its 

first-ever export order for 

BrahMos missiles on Friday 

when the philippines’ de-

fence Ministry signed usd 

374 million contract with the 

BrahMos aerospace pvt ltd 

(Bapl) to supply undisclosed 

number of missiles, military 

officials stated.the Bapl, an india-russian 

joint venture, produces the su-

personic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from sub-

marines, ships, aircraft, or from 

land platforms.the usd 374 

million contract is to supply 

shore-based anti-ship BrahMos 

missiles to the philippines’ navy, 

the military officials noted.
in a statement, the defence 

Ministry said: “the Bapl 

signed a contract with the 

department of national de-

fence of the republic of phil-

ippines on January 28, 2022, 

for supply of shore-based 

anti-ship missile system to 

the philippines.””the Bapl 

is a joint venture company 

of the defence research and 

development organisation. 

the contract is an important 

step forward for Government 

of india’s policy of promoting 

responsible defence exports,” 

it added.india has already 

deployed a sizeable number 

of the Brahmos missiles and 

other key assets in several stra-

tegic locations along the line 

of actual control with china 

in ladakh and arunachal 

pradesh. 
AGeNCieS

India gets first-ever export order for Brahmos 

missiles; philippines signs usd 374 million contract

New Delhi:   since the 

election commission has 

banned physical campaigning 

due to prevailing covid-19 

situation in the country and 

the political parties are doing 

virtual rallies, the commis-

sion is keeping a close tab 

on the money spent on these 

rallies.
the commission has 

banned the physical rallies 

till January 31 this year and 

will review the situation after 

that.according to the sources, 

the commission’s observers 

are keeping a tab on the cam-

paign contents, which are be-

ing circulated during these 

virtual rallies.the commission on Jan-

uary 14, had conducted a 

detailed meeting with the 

government officials who 

have been designated as 

general, police and expen-

diture observers, who were 

asked to keep close watch 

on the expenditure during 

these virtual rallies too.dur-

ing the meeting with election 

observers the ec underlined 

the twin concerns on expen-

diture and content on virtual 

mode while the chief elec-

tion commissioner sushil 

chandra reminded ‘expendi-

ture observers’ to be innova-

tive in countering ‘new and 

latest methods of inducement’ 

to the voters.the poll panel has issued 

the guidelines to ensure that 

money spent on virtual cam-

paign is fully accounted for in 

the expenditure statements 

filed by candidates and po-

litical parties.the commis-

sion has already amended the 

format of expenditure state-

ment by adding column for 

virtual rallies.the candidates 

are expected to file the details 

of rallies including the num-

ber of virtual rallies, amount 

spent and also the campaign 

contents shared during these 

rallies.
the eci has also directed 

the social media platform 

companies to ensure compli-

ance with the voluntary code 

of ethics amid heavy online 

campaigning due to ban of 

rallies.the commission has 

increased the expenditure 

limits for the forthcoming as-

sembly elections and under the 

new order issued on January 

6, 2022, the maximum limit 

for the expenditure by a can-

didate in Manipur and Goa is 

fixed at rs 28 lakh while for 

the other three states punjab, 

uttar pradesh, uttarakhand is 

fixed at rs 40 lakh. AGeNCieS

eci keeping close watch on 

expenditure of virtual rallies
new delhi:  Vice president and rajya sabha chairman 

M. Venkaiah naidu will chair the meeting of the rajya 

sabha floor leaders on January 31, ahead of Budget session 

of the parliament.this meeting will take place virtually as 

precautionary measure against the covid-19 spread.in the 

customary meeting ahead of the important session, the 

chairman will ask for the co-operation of all political parties 

for the smooth running of the House.recently, the rajya 

sabha chairman also tested positive for covid-19 and now 

he has been recovering, sources said.the government has 

called an all-party meeting on January 31 to discuss issues 

and legislative business for the budget session.the all-party 

meeting of floor leaders will be held virtually.Floor leaders of all the po-litical parties in both the Houses of parliament are invited for the meet-ing to discuss issues and legislative business in the ensu-ing smooth functioning of the Bud-get session.the meeting will be held virtually at 3 p.m.the Budget ses-

sion of parliament will be held in two parts.First part will 

be held from January 31 till February 11, and the second 

part will be held from March 14 to april 8. 
iANS  

naidu to chair meeting 
of rs floor leaders ahead 

of Budget session

New Delhi: Former Vice president Hamid ansari and 

actress swara Bhaskar participated in an event by iaMc 

on republic day, an organisation which tried to get india 

blacklisted by the us, disinfolab said in a report."Former 

Vp ansari & actor swara Bhaskar participating in an event 

by iaMc to 'save pluralism' on #republicday they may 

not know: iaMc paid money to get india black-list by the 

us is linked with Jamaat-e-islami (Jei) & linked with the 

fraud in name of covid crisis," 

disinfolab said in a tweet.uapa 

was imposed on indian american 

Muslim council (iaMc) last year 

for spreading fake news to incite 

communal violence and reinforc-

es the narrative of minority plight 

in india - from fabricated stories 

on caa to tripura violence, the 

report said. iaMc members like 

kaleem kawaja have been vocal supporter of taliban.direc-

tor of operations in iMana is Zahid Mahmood, who is a 

former pak navy official. coincidentally, iMana is also 

linked with islamic society of north america (isna), a 

Muslim Brotherhood front in the us.iaMc is headed by 

rasheed ahmed, who was executive director (2008-17) 

of another shady front -- islamic Medical association of 

north america (iMana).  

AGeNCieS

hamid ansari attends Iamc event which 
had tried to get India blacklisted

The Budget is  people-friendly and progressive. Along with strengthening economy, it will create 
new opportunities in the 

sphere of infrastructure, 
investment and jobs.”NareNdra Modi, Prime Minister
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vantage  pointDelhi govt receives 1,300 
responses from people 

for its ‘Swaraj Budget’ 
Delhi Budget 2022-23 will bring 

back the derailed economy of 
the city on track and foster 

economic growth 
P2

 
Budget focuses on 

welfare: NaddaThe Union Budget focused 
on upliftment of the poor 

and weaker sections P3
 

66.8 pc feel Budget will 
strengthen the economy 

The Budget well when 
it comes to long-term 

prospects despite the 
hardships they are facing 

at the moment 
P5Govt cuts customs duty 

on some mobile parts
The govt on Tuesday announced duty concessions 

on certain mobile phone 
parts that may make some 

of the mobile handsets 
cheaper.  

P7

with 35% hike, huge push for capital expenditure; digital assets taxed

whats  up

whats down

NEWDELHI: With a special 

focus on capital expenditure, 

Union Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore 

Budget 2022-23 in Lok Sab-

ha. Eyeing 8% growth in the 

upcoming fiscal, the govern-

ment has planned to extend 

Rs 1 lakh crore interest-free 

loans to states. The personal 

income tax rates have been 

left untouched. The growth 

projection is based on oil price 

projection of $70-75 per bar-

rel next fiscal and against the 

current price of $90.
The CapEx head saw a rise 

by 35.4%, around Rs 2 lakh 

crore, as the economic blue-

print pegged it at Rs 7.50 lakh 

crore against the last year al-

location of Rs 5.54 lakh crore. 

In the current financial year, 

the growth rate is expected 

to be 9.2%. The draft also 

indicates that economic ac-

tivity has recovered to pre-

pandemic level and it is well 

placed to take on challenges 

in 2022-23. The Finance Ministry has in-

creased tax deductions for in-

vestments in pension schemes 

for government employees 

besides proposing 30% tax 

on cryptocurrencies. 
The fiscal deficit has plunged 

to 6.9%. This is estimated to 

be at 6.4% in the next finan-

cial year. National Highways will be 

extended by 25,000 km with 

a hike of Rs 1 lakh crore. The 

scope of PM GatiShakti Na-

tional Master Plan will en-

compass the seven engines 

— Roads, Railways, Airports, 

Ports, Mass Transport, Wa-

terways and Logistics Infra-

structure — for economic 

transformation, seamless 

multimodal connectivity and 

logistics efficiency.
The MGNREGA’s allocation 

is Rs 73,000 crore. The fund 

for Rural Development De-

partment has been hiked to Rs 

1,35,944 crore. In agriculture 

sector, the govenment will 

boost the use of Kisan Drones 

for crop assessment, pesti-

cide spray and land record 

digitisation. Natural farming 

along Ganga will also be the 

government’s focus. 
With mental healthcare in 

mind, the government will set 

up a National Digital Health 

Ecosystem and National Tele 

Mental Health Programme. 

The defence sector drew sig-

nificant attention of the Cen-

tre as it saw a hike of 9.82% 

rise at an overall allocatoin 

of Rs 5,25,166 crore for the 

Ministry of Defence. The capi-

tal for new acquisitions has 

been hiked by over 12%. The 

capital budget for the Border 

Roads Organisation has been 

increased to Rs 3,500 crore. 

 

AGENCIES

EYE ON 8% GROWTH Who
What

Said
The visionary Budget will 

help make India the world’s 
leading economy. The Budget will 

change the economy scale. Its 
size (Rs 39.45 lakh crore) shows 

our economy is rapidly growing 

even in the pandemic.”
aMit Shah, Union Home Minister 

The Budget is mostly 
for capitalists. The country is 

gradually turning into unequal 

as nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 
have been provided to the big 

industrialists.”
P. chidaMbaraM, Former Finance Minister

People had high 
expectations from the Budget 

during Covid period. It has left 
people disappointed as the Union 

Budget offers nothing for them. 

Nothing has been done to bring 

respite from inflation.”
arviNd kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister

NEW DELHI: Amid the 

Central leadership hailing the 

Budget as people-friendly, Op-

position leaders have slammed 

the government, terming it a 

“Pegasus spin budget”. 
After Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

the Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget 

2022-23 in the Lok Sabha, 

Congress leaders, including 

Rahul Gandhi, said it was a 

“Lollypop budget”. They al-

leged it had exposed the gov-

ernment’s “anti-farmer and 

anti-poor” face. West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee termed it 

a “Pegasus spin budget” that 

provided nothing to the com-

mon people who have been 

“crushed” by unemployment 

and inflation.Senior Congress leader and 

former finance minister P 

Chidambaram dubbed the 

Budget as “the most capital-

ist” and said the country was 

turning into “very unequal” as 

nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 

have been provided to the big 

industrialists.Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 

the Budget was nothing but 

an attack on subsidies and old 

rhetoric. The Congress wrote 

on Twitter that the salaried 

and middle classes waited in 

anticipation for a Budget to 

help them through their trou-

bles, but the Lollipop Budget 

has proved that time spent 

waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come 

under BJP rule is nothing but 

time wasted.”Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal dubbed the Union 

Budget as “disappointing” and 

said it has nothing for the com-

mon people.CPM general secretary Sita-

ram Yechury questioned the 

government on the purpose of 

the Budget and asked why the 

wealthy have not been taxed 

further. “Budget for whom? 

The richest 10% Indians own 

75% of the country’s wealth. 

The bottom 60% own less 

than 5%. Why are those who 

amassed super-profits during 

the pandemic, while jobless-

ness, poverty & hunger have 

grown, not being taxed more?” 

Yechury asked in a tweet.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 

Mayawati said the Budget 

has been brought to “woo the 

public with new promises” and 

alleged that the Centre has 

forgotten to implement its old 

announcements.Swaraj India president Yo-

gendra Yadav said  the gov-

ernment took its “revenge” on 

farmers for leading a successful 

movement against the now-

repealed farm laws. AGENCIES

Opposition leaders see Lollypop, 

Pegasus spin in govt blueprint‘Why are those who amassed wealth during the 
pandemic, while 

joblessness, poverty 
grew, not being taxed more?’

Following are the highlights of the 2022-23 Budget presented 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: 

HEALtH AND SANItAtIoN

  The Ministry of Ayush has got Rs 3,050 in the Union Budget 

2022-23, a slight increase of 2.69% from 2021-22 when 

Rs 2,970 crore was earmarked for the same.  

  Budget documents show that the spending on medical 

and public health has been reduced from Rs 74,820 crore 

in 2021-22 to Rs 41,011 crore in 2022-23 due to lower 

requirement of vaccination. 

  The health sector has been allocated Rs 86200.65 crore. 

This is an increase of 16 per cent over Rs 73,931 crore in 

2021-22.DEfENCE  The defence budget has been hiked to Rs 5.25 lakh crore 

from last year when the allocation was Rs 4.78 lakh crore. 

  The major thrust is on procurement of weapons and military 

platforms from domestic players as well as to involve them 

in defence research and development.

  According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 68% 

of the outlay for defence procurement will be set aside for 

buying from domestic industry and that 25% for defence 

research and development (R&D) will be kept for collabo-

ration with the private sector.

  An independent nodal umbrella body will be set up for 

private players to meet their requirements for testing and 

new technologies and to get the certification.

  The overall defence budget of 5,25,166 crore including 

Rs 1,19,696 crore for defence pensions is an increase of 

9.8% compared to last year’s total outlay. The defence 

budget excluding the pension component stands at Rs 

4,05,470 crore.
  Separately, Rs 20,100 crore has been set aside for the 

Ministry of Defence (civil).
EDuCAtIoN  The allocation for the education sector has been increased 

to Rs 1.04 lakh crore from Rs 93,224 crore (Budget esti-

mate) in 2021-22.
  The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, laid emphasis 

on digital modes of education to reverse learning losses 

caused by the Covid pandemic. The revised estimate for 

2021-22 is Rs 88,001 crore.

   ‘One class-one TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA will 

be expanded from 12 to 200 TV channels. This will enable 

all states to provide supplementary education in regional 

languages for Class I-XII.

  School education has got Rs 63,449.37 crore, SamagraShiksha 

Abhiyan Rs 37,383.36 crore, Kendriya Vidyalayas Rs 7,650 

crore and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas Rs 4,115 crore. 

Higher Education has been allocated Rs 40,828 crore 

AGrICuLturE  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare have 

got Rs 1,32,513 crore, which is a hike of 4.5 per cent than 

the  last year’s budgetary allocation. 

  Rs 6,407.31 crore has been kept aside for the Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. This is around 

44 per cent compared to the last year’s sum.

  The Food Processing Industry has been allocated   

Rs 2,941.99 crore, a hike of over 200 per cent.

  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Yojana has been allocat-

ed Rs 6,75,000 crore and crop insurance scheme  

Rs 15,500 crore.

* Barring diamond traders, the Budget has nothing much  

to offer to the jewellery industry.

  Headphones 
   Electronic toys

   Earphones 
  Unblended fuel

  Smart meters 
   Loudspeakers

  Imitation jewellery    Solar cells

   Solar modules 
   Umbrellas

   X-ray machines

  Phone camera lens   Apparel

  Phone charger 
  Frozen mussels

  Methyl alcohol 
   Cocoa beans

  Polished diamond*   Acetic acid

  Computer, laptop   Asafoetida

The highlighTs

NEWDELHI: Terming it a “zero-sum 

budget”, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 

alleged that the Union Budget 2022-23 

had nothing for those hailing from poor 

and middle class families. “There is despair 

all around our country, our youth have no 

future and once again the Modi govt’s budget completely 

ignores this painful reality,” he wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, taking a dig at him, Finance Minister Sith-

araman said Rahul, as a leader of the oldest political 

party, should understand what was being said. 

Nothing for poor, middle class: Rahul

MuMbAI:Presenting the Bud-

get, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman proposed to tax any 

income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset at 30 per cent 

and impose a 1 per cent tax de-

duction at source of transactions 

above a monetary threshold.
Sitharaman said it should 

not be seen as a step towards 

legalising or recognising crypto-

currencies. “There is a process of 

consultation, which is going on, 

about crypto,” she said.
Though it made some experts 

feel that the measure was a step 

towards legitimising it, a day 

later, Finance Secretary TV So-

manathan cleared the air that 

cryptocurrency would never be 

a legal tender. In an interview, 

Somanathan said just like gold 

and diamond, despite being 

valuable, are not a legal tender, 

private cryptocurrencies too will 

never be a legal tender.
Earlier, Sitharaman said tax-

ing the digital currencies was 

justified as there had been a 

phenomenal increase in trans-

actions in virtual digital assets, 

making it imperative to provide 

for a specific tax regime.
There will also be no deduc-

tion in respect of any expendi-

ture or allowance except the cost 

of acquisition while computing 

this income. Also, the loss from 

transfer of virtual digital assets 

cannot be set off against any 

other income. Estimates put 

the number of crypto investors 

between 1.5 and 2 crore.

In order to capture the trans-

action details, Sitharaman also 

proposed TDS on payment made 

for transfer of virtual digital at 

1%. Gift of virtual digital assets 

is also proposed to be taxed in 

the hands of the recipient, she 

said. Security agencies have ex-

pressed concerns over the mis-

use of digital coins on Dark Web 

for terror acts, drugs trafficking 

and money laundering.
“Virtual digital assets have 

gained tremendous popularity 

in recent times and the volumes 

of trading in such digital assets has 

increased substantially. Further, 

a market is emerging where pay-

ment for the transfer of a virtual 

digital asset can be made through 

another such asset. Accordingly, 

a new scheme to provide for taxa-

tion of such virtual digital assets 

has been proposed in the Bill,” the 

explanatory memorandum of the 

Finance Bill notes.  AGENCIES

30% tax, but crypto won’t be legal: Govt

New policy

FINaNCe SeCReTaRy TV SomaNaThaN SayS 
CRyPToCURReNCy, jUST 

lIke gold & dIamoNd, wIll 
NeVeR Be a legal TeNdeR

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi has said digital rupee, 

proposed in the Budget, can be ex-

changed for cash and will open new 

opportunities in the fintech sector.

While addressing the ‘Atmanirbha 

Arthavyavastha’ (self-reliant econ-

omy) symposium organised by the 

BJP, he said the central bank digital 

currency or the digital rupee will 

make online payments more se-

cure and risk free and boost digital 

economy in the years to come.
“The digital rupee will be the digital 

form of our physical rupee and will 

regulated by the RBI. This will be 

such a system that will enable ex-

change of physical currency with 

digital currency,” Modi said at the 

symposium, attended by senior party 

leaders.“Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) will strengthen the digital 

economy,” he added. AGENCIES

A lot more in fintech sector: PM

@FWMedia_tweets fw.thefinancialworld@thefinancialworld

MuMbai: Sidhika Sharma 
has captured one and all since 
she began her acting debut. 
Sidhika has enthralled the 
limelight with her alluring per-
sonality. Hailing from Punjab, 
Sidhika Sharma has starred in 
some prodigious music videos 
and also worked with many 
well-known personalities. 
Apart from that the actress 
also made her debut with Fu-
fadji alongside Jassi Gill. And 
now, Sidhika Sharma is all set 
to romance Ammy Virk in a 
fun-filled rom-com track that 
has rib-tickling punchlines 
and drama in Oye Makhna. 
The film is helmed by Simerjit 
Singh.

Sidhika took to her social 
media and shared the poster 
of her along with Amy Virk 
where the actress looks like a 

perfect Desi kudi. On express-
ing her excitement about the 
film and playing one of the 
prominent roles she exclaimed, 
“ What’s the perfect recipe for 
an amazing movie? an exotic 
setting, catchy upbeat songs, a 
skilled team, and a stellar cast? 
This is exactly what this movie 
will deliver. I can promise all 
my fans that this movie is full 
of fun, laughter, and stirring 
emotions. A complete family 
film for the audience to enjoy. 

On the work front, Sidhika 
Sharma was seen in ‘Sau Sau 
Wari Khat Likhe’ alongside 
Omkar Kapoor. She was also 
seen in a music video with 
Kaushal Tandon in Yaad Jab 
Aati Hai. Apart from that 
Sidhika Sharma did numer-
ous songs like Manazoor Be-
wafaiyan, Chan Nalon Sohna 

with Gippy Garewal, and many 
more. She will also be soon 
seen on screen in Bollywood 
which she will disclose soon. 
There are many more projects 
under the pipeline for this ac-
tor which will be announced 
soon.

Bollywood actor Boman Irani 
revealed that his ‘Uunchai’ co-
star Anupam Kher is scared of 
air travel and during the shoot, 
he had to comfort him by giv-
ing him a massage to make 
him feel easy and relaxed.

He said Kher has a extreme 
phobia of flying: “Anupam has 
a phobia, so when we used to 
sit in the helicopter, he would 
sit in the front, and I would be 
behind massaging him to give 
him comfort and keep asking 
him ‘Are you okay’.

“But you can actually see his 
veins popping, and from there 
I could figure out what he had 
to face every day for the film 
... hats off to him!”

Later, veteran actress Sarika 
also shared her working ex-
perience in the movie, saying 

that they used to travel in a 
helicopter as if it was an auto 
rickshaw.

Sarika shared: “Helicop-
ter was like an auto rickshaw 
for us. Every four days, we 
would change the altitude. 
And Sooraj (Barjatya) ji would 
send us to Kathmandu and 
back, so it felt like we were 
travelling in an auto.”

Sarika is appearing on ‘The 
Kapil Sharma Show’ along 
with Anupam Kher, Boman 
Irani, and Neena Gupta to 
promote their film ‘Uunchai’.

The 60-year-old actress 
also expressed her excitement 
about coming on the show and 
said: “I have been waiting for 
almost 10 years to be on the 
show and it feels so nice to 
be here.” Sikh devotees light candles and lamps at the illuminated Harmandir Sahib, on the occasion of the 553rd Birth Anniversary 

(Gurpurav) of Guru Nanak, the first Sikh Guru and the founder of Sikhism, in Amritsar.  PHOTOS: PRABHJOT GILL

‘Monica, O My Darling’ actors 
Rajkummar Rao and Huma 
Qureshi opened up about the 
recently released music album 
of the film composed by Achint 
Thakkar along with Mikey Mc-
Cleary and penned by Achint 
and Varun Grover.

Talking about the original 
soundtrack (OST), Huma said 
that Achint’s music and lyrics 
compliment the story of the 
film, “Monica, O My Darling is 
a special film for me. The movie 
is a light-hearted comedy and 
each song in the album will hook 

you to its tunes. Achint is super 
talented and has done a fantastic 
job with all the tracks.”

Rajkummar is over the moon 
with the kind of response that 
his streaming film’s trailer has 
garnered, “I am overwhelmed by 

the response to the trailer. It is 
a gripping entertainer and also 
has tracks for all your moods, 
and I hope the audience will love 
the film and its catchy music.”

Radhika, who plays the role 
of a cop in the film is in total 
consensus with her co-stars, 
Rajkummar and Huma, and 
appreciates Achint for doing 
justice to the story through his 
music, “The music of the film is 
one of my personal favourites 
and Achint has done a phenom-
enal job in bringing the edginess 
of the film to life with his tunes.”

anupam Kher has a fear of 
flying, reveals ‘Uunchai’  

co-star Boman irani

ARUNKUMAR RAO
Bengaluru 

Hockey India on Wednesday 
named the 20-member Indian 
Women›s Hockey Team for the 
forthcoming FIH Women›s Na-
tions Cup being held for the first 
time in 2022. 

The FIH Women’s Nations 
Cup is an important fixture in 
the international calendar as it 
brings in a system of promotion-
relegation, where the champions 
will be promoted to the FIH 
Hockey Women’s Pro League’s 
2023-2024 seasons.

India is grouped in pool B 
along with Canada, Japan and 
South Africa. The other teams in 
the fray are Ireland, Italy, Korea 
and Spain who are grouped in 
pool A.

Savita has been named the 
Captain for the tournament 
along with Deep Grace Ekka 
as the Vice Captain. 

Young forward Beauty Dung-
dung is all set to make her in-
ternational debut at the FIH 
Nations Cup while experienced 
midfielder Navjot Kaur returns 
to the squad after she missed 
out the Birmingham Common-
wealth Games 2022 after testing 
positive for Covid 19.

The team includes Bichu Devi 
Kharibam in the squad along 

with Savita as goalkeepers while 
Deep Grace will be joined by 
Gurjit Kaur, Nikki Pradhan, 
Udita and Ishika Chaudhary 
as defenders.

The midfield will feature Ni-
sha, Salima Tete, Sushila Cha-
nu Kharibam, Monika, Neha, 
Sonika, Jyoti and Navjot Kaur 
while forwardline includes the 
experienced Vandana Katariya, 
Lalremsiami, Navneet Kaur, 
Sangita Kumari and Beauty 
Dungdung.

The Indian women›s team, 
who recently won the Bronze 
medal at the Birmingham Com-
monwealth Games 2022, made 
their debut in the 2021-22 FIH 
Pro League. 

India put up an impressive 
campaign in their maiden ap-
pearance finishing behind Ar-
gentina and the Netherlands. 
The team will be looking to win 
the FIH Women›s Nations Cup 
to make their second FIH Pro 
League appearance in 2023-

2024. Speaking about the team, 
Indian Women›s Hockey Chief 
Coach Janneke Schopman said, 
«I›m very happy with the per-
formance of the entire playing 
group in this camp. Our level 
is getting higher and the group 
is very competitive. It was dif-
ficult to pick 20 players but I 
believe this group will have a 
good chance to perform well 
and show what we have been 
working on.»

Indian Women›s Team: 
Goalkeepers: Savita (Cap-
tain), Bichu Devi Kharibam 
DefenDers: Deep Grace Ekka 
(Vice Captain), Gurjit Kaur, 
Nikki Pradhan, Udita, Ishika 
Chaudhary 
MiDfielDers: Nisha, Salima 
Tete, Sushila Chanu Pukhram-
bam, Monika, Neha, Sonika, 
Jyoti, Navjot Kaur
forwarDs: Vandana Ka-
tariya, Lalremsiami, Navneet 
Kaur, Sangita Kumari, Beauty 
Dungdung. 

Actor-singer Diljit Dosanjh, 
who is known for his work in 
films like, ‘Udta Punjab’, ‘Good 
Newwz’ and ‘Jatt & Juliet’ film 
series, is enjoying his solo trip 
in the thick cover of snow.

The ‘Ek Kudi’ hitmaker re-
cently took to his Instagram 
to share a reel in which he can 
be seen preparing to go on a 
solo trip. Laced with fast cuts, 
the reel shows him making his 
own food, packing his bag, trot-
ting off to an unknown location 
and enjoying his meal in the 
serenity of snow while dressed 
in winterwear.

He captioned his reel as, “My 

Kinda day. Solo trip”. However, 
his followers were left confused 
asking him who was recording 
the video if he is on a solo trip. 
The actor-singer then edited 

his caption to, “Cameraman - 
Dosanjhwaala” implying that 
it’s the era of tripods and one 
can pretty much shoot anything 
at infinite angles with a tripod.

Megastar Amitabh Bachchan 
revealed that he used to ob-
serve Karwa Chauth for his 
wife, actress Jaya Bachchan 
in the initial years of their 
marriage, on ‘Kaun Banega 
Crorepati 14’.

Ruchi, who is a media ana-
lyst from Gurugram, talked 
about the advantages of getting 
married to a childhood friend 
as he knows everything and 
one need not to pretend.

She also said that this year 
she kept her first Karwa 
Chauth after marriage and 
was shocked to know that 
her husband also kept the 

fast for her. “This year was 
my first Karwa Chauth and in 
the morning when I prepared 
breakfast for my husband, he 
said he won’t eat as he is also 
keeping fast for me.”

Big B added to the conversa-
tion: “In the beginning I also 
used to keep fast, but later 
left it.”

To this Ruchi replied: “Ev-
eryone says that in the initial 
years of marriage we used to 
do this and all but later left it. 
I am scared if the same hap-
pens with us!”

‘KBC 14’ airs on Sony En-
tertainment Television.

Actress Radhika Apte nailed it 
with her comic one-liners as a 
corrupt cop in the film ‘Monica 
O My Darling’. However, it was 
not easy for her and was “quite 
nervous” as she was doing some-
thing like this.

Talking about crisp comedy 
coming naturally to her, Rad-
hika in a conversation with 
media “This is the first time I 
have done something like this. 

I was quite nervous about it but. 
Vasan had confidence.”

The actress has several ex-
changed with actor Rajkummar 
Rao, with whom she says was 

“excited” to work with.
“I was very excited to work 

with Rajkummar and what-
ever we did was a product that 
I really enjoyed it. I love watch-
ing comedies. Hope I get to do 
more now.” Funnily, Radhika 
has even mouthed a funny viral 
meme “Kya karun main itni 
sundar hun” in the film dur-
ing a dialogue exchange with 
Rajkummar.

Bollywood star Ranveer Singh 
will be exclusively managed 
by Indian artist manage-
ment firm Collective Artists 
Network.

Singh was formerly man-
aged by Yash Raj Films’ YRF 
Talent Management and has 
parted ways with them ami-
cably, reports ‘Variety’.

“This is the biggest and 
the most exciting develop-
ment because this marks the 
coming together of the most 
exciting brand in India to-
day, Ranveer Singh, and the 
country’s most powerful man-
agement agency. Ranveer, in 
just 12 years, has become a 
supernova in India, “ a source 
familiar with the development 
told ‘Variety’.

“He is regarded as the 
best actor of India today 
with a global presence 
like no other. Collective 
will now look to chart 
out how the enterprise 
of Ranveer can scale 
new heights and cre-
ate global milestones.”

Collective Art-
ists Network was 
f o r m e r l y 
known as 
Kwan, 

which had a four-year joint 
venture with CAA that ended 
in 2016 when Kwan bought 
out CAA’s stake in the com-
pany.

According to ‘Variety’, he 
is the face of 46 brands in 
India and his equity is in the 
ascendant, according to the 
2022 Celebrity Brand Valua-
tion Report by Kroll (formerly 
Duff & Phelps).

Ranveer’s brand valuation 
currently stands at $158.3 
million, second in the top 10 
Indian ranking behind Indian 
cricket star Virat Kohli, who is 
valued at $185.7 million and 
ahead of fellow star Akshay 

Kumar who is 
valued at $139.6 
million.

Actress Rashmika Mandana has 
been witnessing a steady upward 
graph in her career but with great 
adulation also comes a lot of neg-
ativity and trolling. The actress 
recently opened up about being 
at the receiving end of hatred 
and trolling, in her recent social 
media post.

Taking to her Instagram, the 
‘Pushpa: The Rise’ actress shared 
a picture of herself wearing a face 

mask while she sits in a boat sur-
rounded by serene waters.

She shared a long note in the 

caption opening up about her state 
of mind and how does negativity af-
fect her. She started off her note by 
writing, “Hi so.. A couple of things 
have been troubling me these last 
few days or weeks or months or 
maybe even years now, and I think 
it’s time I address it. I am only 
speaking for myself - something 
I should have done years ago. I 
have been on the receiving end of 
a lot of hate ever since I started my 

career. Quite literally a punching 
bag for a lot of trolls and negativity 
out there (sic)”.

She further mentioned that 
she is aware of that an actor’s life 
comes with a lot of appreciation 
and unwarranted hatred, “I know 
that the life I’ve chosen comes with 
a price- I understand that I’m not 
everyone’s cup of tea and certainly 
don’t expect to be loved by every 
single person out there. 

‘Pathaan’ director Siddharth 
Anand says the film will pres-
ent Deepika Padukone at her 
hottest and coolest best and that 
she will mesmerise everyone with 
her sizzling screen presence like 
never before.

Siddharth says, “Deepika 
Padukone is up there with the 
biggest of superstars in the history 
of Hindi cinema. And we knew 
we had written a role for her in 
‘Pathaan’ that is not only breath-
taking, but one that also justifies 
her superstardom. ‘Pathan’ will 
showcase her in probably her 
hottest and at the same time, the 
coolest self.”

SRK and Deepika are one of 
the biggest on-screen pairings in 
the history of Indian cinema given 
their epic blockbusters like ‘Om 
Shanti Om’, ‘Chennai Express’ 
and ‘Happy New Year’.

SRK and Deepika recently 
sizzled in Spain as leaked photos 
from the sets. The glamourous 
duo shot a song in Mallorca as 
SRK was papped flaunting an 
eight-pack and Deepika her per-
fect bikini bod. They then headed 
to Cadiz and Jerez in Spain where 
they wrapped the schedule.

About the super-hot pairing, 
Siddharth says, “The on-screen 
jodi of Deepika and Shah Rukh 
Khan is probably one of the big-
gest pairings that Indian cinema 
has ever seen, given their incred-
ible successes in the past. And in 
Pathaan we have presented SRK 
and DP in a way that’s unprec-
edented.” He adds, “They have 
electric chemistry with each other 
and they look just so hot together. 
It’s rare to find a pairing like theirs 
and their jodi is a huge USP for 
Pathaan.”

Director Vivek Ranjan Agni-
hotri, whose ‘The Kashmir Files’ 
emerged as a surprise hit this 
year, is ready with yet another 
film. This time, the subject of 
the film is indigenous Covid 
vaccine and the challenges that 
it faced. Vivek revealed the title 
of the film, ‘The Vaccine War’ on 
Thursday on his social media.

Talking about how the film 
was conceived, he said, “When 
‘The Kashmir Files’ was post-
poned during COVID lockdown, 
I started researching on it. Then 
we started researching with the 
scientists of ICMR & NIV who 
made our own vaccine pos-
sible. Their story of struggle 
and sacrifice was overwhelm-
ing and while researching we 
understood how these scientists 
fought a war waged against In-
dia not just by foreign agencies 
but even our own people (sic)”.

The film in his opinion is In-
dia’s first science film about a 
bio-war, “Yet, we won against 
superpowers by making the fast-
est, cheapest and safest vaccine. 
I thought this story must be told 
so that every Indian can feel 
proud of their country. This 
will be India’s first pure science 
film about a bio-war we had no 
idea about”.

The film, which is set to go 
on floors this month, has appar-
ently booked August 15, 2023 
for the film’s global release. It 
will be released in 10 plus lan-
guages including Hindi, Eng-
lish, Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, 
Kannada, Bhojpuri, Punjabi, 
Gujarati, Marathi, and Bengali.
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