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New Delhi:  Traffic snarls 
were seen in several parts of 
the city as people thronged 
markets on Friday to make 
purchases ahead of Diwali.

According to the police, they 
received over 40 calls about 
traffic congestion in various 
parts of the national capital.

Calls were received from 
Dhaula Kuan, Khajuri Khas, 
Raghubir Nagar, Naraina 
flyover, Mangolpuri, Palam, 
Dwarka, Kanjhawala, Karala, 
an official said.

Sakshi Mahajan, who was 
commuting from Sarojini 
Nagar to central Delhi, said, 

“The traffic movement was 
very slow. There were many 
vehicles on the road. It took 
me one hour to reach the des-
tination in central Delhi.” 

A video was circulated on 
social media in which Sarhaul 
border at Delhi-Gurugram ex-
pressway was seen choked with 
vehicles. An ambulance was 
also seen stuck in the traffic.

Commuters also took to 
Twitter to inform about traf-
fic congestion across the city.

A commuter said there was 
a massive traffic jam from 
Chandaki Ram Akhada to 
Majnu-ka-Tilla. Traffic snarls 
were also reported from Ali-
pur, Delhi Gate red light, ITO, 
Kohat Enclave, Prashant Vihar, 
Jasola, Kalindi Kunj. Traffic 
was also heavy in Rohini West 
market and Narela.

Vistara Airlines advised its 
customers to leave early for the 
airport in view of traffic jams.

“Vistara @airvistara #Trav-
elUpdate: Heavy traffic con-
gestion is expected in areas of 
Delhi today. Customers travel-
ling are advised to allow more 
time for their journey to the 
airport,” it tweeted.

Heavy traffic was also seen 
at Pragati Maidan tunnel in 
central part of the city.

“I was travelling from south 
Delhi and there was heavy traf-
fic in Lajpat Nagar and Ashok 
Road near Shangrila hotel,” 
said Ayush Diwan.  Diwali 
will be celebrated on Monday.

Jagmohan Singh 
Amritsar

Commissionerate Police and 
Anti-Gangster Task Force 
(AGTF) in a joint operation 
with Delhi Police has arrested 
three operatives of a terrorist 
module and recovered one 
AK-47 Assault Rifle and three 
pistols along with ammunition 
from their possession, said 
Director General of Police 
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav 
here on Friday. The mod-
ule is being jointly handled 
by Canada-based terrorist 
Lakhbir Singh alias Landa 
and Pakistan-based terrorist 
Harvinder Singh Rinda.

In an official statement 
issued here today, said that 
those arrested have been 
identified as Balraj Singh of 
Bhikhiwind in Tarn Taran, 
Aatish Kumar and Avinash 
Kumar, both resident of vil-
lage Sarhali Kalan in Tarn 

Taran district. All the three 
accused persons were working 
as security guards at a Tile 
Factory in Gujarat.

The development came days 
after the Delhi Police had ar-
rested Harminder Singh of 
Kot Isse Khan in Moga, who 

revealed that he had picked a 
consignment of one AK-47 and 
three pistols on the directions 
of Lakhbir Landa and hand-
ed over to Balraj, Aatish and 
Avinash. DGP Gaurav Yadav 
said that following the inputs 
from Delhi Police, a manhunt 
operation was launched in the 
Amritsar and Police teams led 
by DCP Detective Amritsar 
Mukhwinder Singh Bhullar 
have arrested the trio accused 
from a Hotel at Ghee Mandi 
area on Thursday after recov-
ering three pistols including 
one 9mm along with 22 live 
cartridges and two .30 bore 
with 9 live cartridges from 
their possession.

Mumbai:  India’s forex re-
serves dropped by USD 4.50 
billion to USD 528.37 billion 
for the week ended October 14, 
the RBI said on Friday.

The overall reserves had in-
creased by USD 204 million to 
USD 532 billion in the previous 
reporting week, which was the 
first weekly increase in the kitty 
since August this year.

In October 2021, the coun-
try’s forex kitty had reached 
an all-time high of USD 645 
billion. The reserves have been 
declining as the central bank 
deploys the kitty to defend the 
rupee amid pressures caused 
majorly by global develop-
ments.

Foreign Currency Assets 

(FCA), a major component of 
the overall reserves, saw a drop 
of USD 2.828 billion to USD 
468.668 billion during the week 
to October 14, according to the 
Weekly Statistical Supplement 
released by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) on Friday.

Expressed in dollar terms, 
the FCAs include the effect of 
appreciation or depreciation 
of non-US units like the euro, 
pound and yen held in the for-
eign exchange reserves.

Three die in Army 
helicopter crash in 
Arunachal Pradesh 

Itanagar:  Three persons 
were killed in an Army helicop-
ter crash in Upper Siang district 
of Arunachal Pradesh on Friday 
morning, a defence official said. 
The advanced light helicopter, 
carrying five Army personnel, 
was on regular sorties, he said.

The incident took place at 
10.43 am at Singging near 
Migging, around 25 km from 
district headquarters Tuting. 

“There were five Army person-
nel onboard. Three of them 
died. Two bodies have been 
recovered, while one has been 
sighted. Two others are yet 
to be spotted,” the defence 
official said. 

A rescue team reached the 
spot and search operation is 
underway, Tezpur based de-
fence spokesperson Lt Col AS 
Walia said. Two choppers, one 
each of Army and India Air 
Force, have been deployed for 
the search and rescue opera-
tion, he said.  Upper Siang SP 
Jummar Basar had earlier said 
the crash site is a mountainous 
region, and it would take time 
for the search and rescue team 
to reach the spot.

New Delhi: Pakistan has 
been taken off from the grey 
list of the FATF, the global 
watchdog on terror financing 
and money laundering, four 
years after the country was put 
in the infamous categorisation.

Significantly, for the first time, 
the FATF put Myanmar in the 

“high risk jurisdictions subject to 
a call for action”, often referred 
to as the watchdog’s black list.

In a statement, the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) said it 
welcomes Pakistan’s significant 
progress in improving its anti-
money laundering, combating 
financial terrorism (AML/CFT) 
regime. The decision was taken 
by the FATF in its plenary held 
in Paris on October 20-21.

“Pakistan has strengthened the 
effectiveness of its AML/CFT 
regime and addressed technical 
deficiencies to meet the com-
mitments of its action plans 
regarding strategic deficien-

cies that the FATF identified in 
June 2018 and June 2021, the 
latter of which was completed 
in advance of the deadlines, en-
compassing 34 action items in 
total. “Pakistan is therefore no 
longer subject to the FATF’s 
increased monitoring process. 
Pakistan will continue to work 
with APG to further improve its 
AML/CFT system,” the state-
ment said.  With Pakistan’s exit 
from the “grey list”, Islamabad 
may now try to get financial aid 
from the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF), the World 
Bank, the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) and the European 
Union (EU), to boost its cash-
strapped economy.

Kashmiri Pandit killed 
by terrorists in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Shopian

FW Desk

Militants shot dead one more 
Kashmiri Pandit in Kashmir on 
Saturday while he was on  his 
way to the orchard at Choud-
hary Gund in South Kashmir 
district of Shopian. Security 
forces swung into action  and 
launched a manhunt to nab the 
killers.  The victim, identified as 
Puran Krishan Bhat, a Kashmiri 
Pandit.  Bhat was rushed to a 
hospital for treatment where 
he succumbed to his injuries. 

“Terrorists fired upon a #civilian 
(minority) Shri Puran Krishan 
Bhat while he was on way to 
an orchard in Chowdari Gund 
#Shopian. 

Cong Prez polls :Sonia 
Gandhi & Priyanka 
Gandhi casttheir votes

New Delhi: Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi and Pri-
yanka Gandhion Monday cast 
their votes in the party›s polls 
to elect newcongress president. 
Congress general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra also ac-
companied her mother Sonia 
Gandhi to cast her vote. When 
asked by reporters about the 
polls, Sonia Gandhi said she 
had been waiting for this for 
long. Voting began on Monday 
in the Congress presidential 
polls as senior leaders Mallikar-
junKharge and ShashiTharoor 
face-off for the post of AICC 
chief.

Over 9,000 Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) del-
egates form the electoral college 
to pick the party chief in a secret 
ballot.

Voting began at 10 am at the 
AICC headquarters here and at 
party›s polling booths in state 
offices across the country.

Kharge is considered the 
favourite for his perceived 
proximity to the Gandhis and 
backing by senior leaders, even 
as Tharoor has pitched himself 
as the candidate of change.

New Delhi:  The Congress 
on Wednesday elected Mal-
likarjun Kharge as its president, 
the first non-Gandhi to head 
the party in 24 years at a time 
the 137-year-old party is strug-
gling to reverse its slide in the 
country›s electoral politics.

A staunch Gandhi family 
loyalist from Karnataka, the 
80-year-old leader defeated 
ShashiTharoor in an electoral 
contest by bagging nearly 84 
per cent of votes in the party 
presidential election.

Kharge got 7,897 votes and 
Tharoor 1,072 votes, while 416 
votes were declared invalid, 
Congress› central election au-
thority chairman Madhusudan-
Mistry said at a press conference 
at the AICC headquarters here.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after his victory Kharge 
said, «no one is big or small, 
all have to work together as 
‹karyakartas› to strengthen 
Congress...We have to fight 

together against fascist forces 
who are attacking democracy 
and Constitution.»

Kharge said he will formally 
take charge on October 26.

Though a late entrant in the 
Congress› internal elections, 
held to choose Sonia Gandhi›s 
successor, Kharge›s victory was 
almost certain as he was consid-
ered a ‹family-approved› can-
didate. The last non-Gandhi 
Congress president was Sitar-
amKesri, who was unceremo-
niously removed in 1998 just 
after two years into his five-year 

term. While former Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi said 
the president was the «supreme 
authority» and would decide on 
the way forward for the party, it 
will be a challenge for Kharge 
to send a clear message that he 
is the one in the driving seat 
and not a proxy of the Gandhis. 
Kharge›s election also comes 
at a time the party is reeling 
under internal rumblings and 
high-profile exits after a series 
of electoral debacles and has 
been reduced to a shadow of its 
former formidable self.

Brussels: European Union 
leaders struggled to find imme-
diate practical solutions on how 
to deal with the energy crisis but 
avoided an open rift between 
Germany and France on Fri-
day that would have exposed 
a divided bloc as it confronts 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin over his war in Ukraine.

After daylong talks in Brus-
sels dragged well into the night, 
the 27 EU leaders papered over 
divisions between some of the 
biggest member states and at 
least agreed to continue work-
ing on ways to impose a gas 
price cap in case of big price 
increases. French President Em-
manuel Macron highlighted his 
work with German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz to create a veneer 
of unity after talks that started 
early Thursday. He said that 
together with close technical 
advisers, I will see Chancellor 

Scholz in Paris next week so that 
we can move forward, with our 
teams, on all the issues.

Scholz said the main issue 
was curbing spikes in gas trad-
ing that may last only a few 
hours but still send prices exces-
sively upward. He said measures 
to counter that should be further 
examined. How can we avoid 
these spikes? There is still a lot 
of concrete work to be done. But 
we must look at ways to con-
tain it, which certainly makes 
sense, Scholz said. When the 
axis between Paris and Berlin 
is aligned, usually the rest of 
the EU follows.

Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur launches special 
cleanliness drive

New Delhi: Union minister 
Anurag Thakur on Wednesday 
launched a special cleanliness 
drive at ChandniChowk here 
as part of the Swachh Bharat 
campaign, which aims to col-
lect 1 crore kg of plastic waste 
across the country.

The Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting, 
Sports and Youth Affairs 
had launched the month-
long campaign, being con-
ducted across 744 districts 
of the country, at Prayagraj 
on October 1 through Nehru 
Yuva Kendra Sangathan and 
National Service Scheme af-
filiated institutions.

Traffic snarls in Delhi as Diwali shopping peaks

Three operatives of Landa-Rinda  terror module 
held from Amritsar, AK-47, three pistols recovered
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from FATF’s grey list after 4 years

Forex reserves fall USD 4.5 
bln to USD 528.37 bln

EU leaders avoid deep rift on 
gas price cap at energy summit

The Union Finance Ministry 
is readying a review petition 
to challenge erstwhile Chief 
Justice of India N V Ramana’s 
judgment against the Modi 
government’s 2016 amend-
ment to the Benami Property 
Act, which has resulted in the 
national exchequer losing in-
come-tax claims to the tune 
of several thousand crores of 
rupees. It has also enabled tax 
evaders to go scot-free.

Why Act was amended
The amendments to the Be-

nami Property Act were neces-
sitated as originally the 1988 
Act had many infirmities that 
allowed a lot of people with un-
accounted money to invest and 
buy immovable property in the 
name of some other persons 
or a non-existent person or a 
fictitious person or a Benami 
person.

The amendment was pre-
dominantly an anti-black mon-
ey measure under which any 

transaction which is Benami 
was illegal and the property 
could be confiscated.

The Prohibition of the Bena-
mi Property Transactions Act 
(PBPTA) 1988 was a toothless 
law as no rules were framed 
for 26 years for taking action 
against Benami transactions. 
Hence, the law was amended to 
cover all Benami transactions 
with retrospective effect from 
the year 1988 onwards.

CJI Ramana’s judgment
The bench headed by the 

then CJI N. V. Ramana termed 
the amendments made by Par-
liament on August 27, 2016, as 
unconstitutional. The bench 
held that the amendments al-
lowing the implementation of 
the PBPT Act 1988 retrospec-
tively were violative of Article 
20 (1) of the Constitution.

Calcutta High Court order
The order of the Apex court 

bench had germinated from a 
judgment of the Calcutta High 
Court in the case of M/s Gan-
pati Dealcom Pvt Ltd dated 
December 12, 2019, which gave 
benefit to the petitioners on 
the ground that the amend-
ments cannot be implemented 
with retrospective effect and 
would be prospective.

The order of the Calcutta 
High Court was challenged in 
the Supreme Court by the gov-
ernment and the court stayed 
the operation of the order in 
favour of the government.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi offered prayers at the 
famous Kedarnath and Badri-
nath temples in Uttarakhand 
on Friday

After performing a “puja” at 
the Kedarnath temple in Ru-
draprayag district, the prime 
minister arrived at the Badri-
nath temple in Chamoli in a 
helicopter.

During his two-day tour of 
the state, Modi will inspect 
various ongoing development 
projects and lay the founda-
tion stones for some new ones

The prime minister per-
formed the “puja” at the 
temples wearing a white tra-
ditional attire of the hill people 
with a swastika embroidered 
on it

At Kedarnath, he also laid 
the foundation stone for the 

9.7-km Gaurikund-Kedarnath 
ropeway project. Using the 
ropeway, devotees will be 
able to reach the temple from 
Gaurikund in 30 minutes

The priests who performed 
the “puja” prayed for strength 
to the prime minister to take 

the country forward
Modi also visited the Sama-

dhi Sthal of Adi Guru Shan-
karacharya at Kedarnath and 
spent some time there

At Badrinath Dham, he will 
review the progress of the de-
velopment projects along the 
riverfront

In the afternoon, Modi will 
lay the foundation stones for 
road and ropeway projects 
worth Rs 3,400 crore for the 
Kedarnath and Badrinath 
temples, and address a gath-
ering at Mana village. He will 
also review the progress of the 
beautification project of the 

Arrival Plaza and the lakes 
in the area

The prime minister will 
spend the night at Badrinath

Earlier in the day, the 
prime minister was received 
by Governor Lieutenant Gen-
eral Gurmit Singh, Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami and Union minister 
Ajay Bhatt on his arrival at 
the Jolly Grant airport in 
Dehradun in an Indian Air 
Force (IAF) plane

This is Modi’s sixth visit 
to Kedarnath and second to 
Badrinath as the prime min-
ister

Security has been tightened 
around the two famous hill 
temples in view of the prime 
minister’s visit. Both the tem-
ples have been decorated with 
quintals of flowers.

PM Modi offers prayers at Kedarnath, 
Badrinath temples in Uttarakhand

Lucknow:  Over 7000 un-
recognised madrasas have been 
identified in Uttar Pradesh in a 
recent survey carried out by the 
state government. The survey is 
being done to provide recogni-
tion to unrecognised madrasas 
once they meet the government 
mandated requirements.

The final list of unrecognised 
madrasas will be released only 
after the district magistrates 
submit their reports by Novem-
ber 15. Iftikhar Ahmed Javed, 
Chairman, Uttar Pradesh Board 
of Madrassa Education said that 
the process to identify the ac-
tual numbers will still take time, 
but we have estimated around 
7, 500 such madrassas which 
were surveyed by teams in 75 
districts by Thursday evening.

“In Uttar Pradesh, there are 
16, 513 recognised madrassas, 
out of which 560 are given 
government grants (salary to 
employees, including teaching 
and non-teaching ones). There 

are 350 madrassas with less 
than 15 students. The teaching 
staff of 560 madrassas have pay 
scales similar to those in cen-
tral government-run secondary 
schools..., “ he said.

Under the madrasa moderni-
sation scheme, 744 madrassas 
are given grants for shiksha mitra, 
and a scholarship is given to mer-
itorious students of all registered 
madrasas. The unrecognised 
madrasas will now be recognised 
by the Board of Madrassa Educa-
tion once they meet government 
mandated requirements such 
as providing basic facilities for 
running madrassas, such as a 
classroom, table, bench, chairs 
for students, proper lights fans, 
toilets, and others.

Finance Ministry to challenge Ex-CJI Ramana’s verdict on 
Benami Property Act as govt losing thousands of crores

Recent survey identifies over 7000 
unrecognised madrasas in UP

Punjab Cabinet approves 
restoration of Old Pension 
Scheme for employees
Chandigarh:  In a historic 
decision aimed at well-being of 
the government employees, the 
Punjab Cabinet led by Chief 
Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Friday 
approved resto-
ration of the Old 
Pension Scheme 
for the employees of the state 
government. Divulging the de-
tails, a spokesperson of the Chief 
Minister’s Office said that a de-
cision to this effect was taken in 
meeting of Cabinet held under 
the chairmanship of the Chief 
Minister here at the Punjab 
Civil Secretariat I.
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Satish Handa

Haryana Chief Minister Mano-
har Lal Khatter had a review 
meeting with Haryana state 
government officers express-
ing worry over fast increasing 
pollution in state’s prominent 
Yamuna and Ghaggar rivers 
flowing across the state caus-
ing severe harm to the health 
of residents in the state. In 
review meeting in which all 
senior concerned officers were 
present stating that rivers are 
the important assets to the 
state Chief Minister directed 
the officers to make plans in 
order to make Yamuna and 

Ghaggar rivers  water pollu-
tion free and take stern ac-
tion against those throwing 
garbage, sewerage water and 
industrial wastes in it at places 
where it passes.

On the basis of ground 
water quality report by Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT) 
to Haryana State Pollution 
Control Board the water 
samples were collected at as 
many as 141places at various 
catchment areas in Yamuna 
canal at Yamunanagar and 
Ghagger canal at Panchkula 
and it was worrying for state 
government to find that wa-
ter at most of the places was 

found polluted and unfit for 
use needing immediate mea-
sures  to make water in these 
canals pollution free. Khattar 
said apart from the guidelines 
issued by the Central Govern-
ment we must work tirelessly 

to create new policies so that 
the surrounding states also 
adopt similar policies and 
apart from this, there is need 
towards re-using treated wa-
ter with the installation of 
treatment plants. 

Satish Handa

Information reveals, Hary-
ana government has done 
remarkable work in the field 
of stubble management as a 
result of which there has been 
a decline in the number of 
stubble burning incidences in 
the state. However, thirteen 
districts of Haryana fall un-
der National Capital Region 
(NCR) covering around 47% 
area of Haryana state where 
the situation of pollution in the 
air increasing as compared to 
rest part in Haryana state. Air 
Quality Index (AQI) in most of 
districts in Haryana state has 
started rising except Panch-
kula district recorded mini-
mum as 34 Microgram per 

square meter (MG/SM) AQI 
has been recorded maximum 
in the state at Dharuheda in 
Rewari district recorded as 
286 MG/SM).

Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal Khatter said, Haryana is 
geared up to handle stubble 
burning issue ahead of the 
winter season in the state. Ad-
dressing a meeting attended 
by ministers and senior offi-
cials of various departments 
in the as well as from Delhi, 
Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh Khatter said Haryana 
government has taken steps 
for improving air quality by 
using bio-decomposer tech-
nology for stubble burning 
management seems bringing 
satisfactory result. 

PSCST bags National 
Intellectual Property 
Award for Punjab

Chandigarh:  Punjab State 
Council for Science & Technology 
(PSCST) has received National 
Intellectual Property Award for 
2021 & 2022 in the Category 
of Technology and Innovation 
Support Centre (TISC). The 
award instituted by the Office 
of Controller General of Patents 
Designs & Trademark, Ministry 
of Commerce & Industry, Gov-
ernment of India was conferred 
by Union Minister of Commerce 
& Industry Piyush Goyal on Dr. 
Jatinder Kaur Arora, Executive 
Director, PSCST during National 
IP Conference organized on the 
birth anniversary of the Late Dr. 
APJ Abdul Kalam, Former Presi-
dent of India. The Science Tech-
nology & Environment Minister 
Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer has 
appreciated the efforts of the 
Council towards building inno-
vation and the IPR ecosystem in 
the state and to further augment 
the same, the Punjab government 
has recently allocated a grant of 
Rs.3 Crores to the Council.

Increasing pollution in rivers worry Haryana govt
Increasing pollution in Haryana, situation turning adverse in NCR

Deputy CM Manish 
Sisodia leaves CBI office 
after day-long grilling

New Delhi:  The Deputy 
Chief Minister of Delhi, Man-
ish Sisodia, left the CBI head-
quarters here late on Monday 
evening after being grilled for 
the whole day in connection 
with the Delhi excise policy case, 
in which he has been named as 
accused number one in the FIR 
filed by the central probe agency. 
Sisodia joined the investigation 
at around 11:15 a.m., when he 
reached the CBI headquarters 
along with scores of Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) workers who raised 
slogans against the BJP. Ac-
cording to sources, Sisodia can 
be summoned again to join the 
investigation in the future. On 
Monday, the CBI asked him 
about 50 questions related to 
the excise policy and the alleged 
bribe which was reportedly paid 
to government officials by pri-
vate liquor businessmen. 

NEW DELHI: Delayed delivery 
of Crop Residue Management 
(CRM) machines in Punjab and 
Haryana came up as a major 
concern in the inter-ministerial 
meeting held on the issue of of 
crop residue burning.

Amid the poor air quality 
situation in Delhi and surround-
ing cities, the meeting under the 
co-chairmanship of the Minister 
of Agriculture, Minister of En-
vironment and the Minister of 
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry 
was held in the national capital.

Discussions were held regard-
ing the status of implementation 
of the respective action plans 
of the NCR states and NCTD, 
utilisation of machinery for 
management, extensive use 

of bio-decomposers for in-situ 
management of paddy straw 
and other related issues.

The Minister of Agricul-
ture in his brief presentation 
highlighted that the status of 
Parali management in Hary-
ana is significantly better than 
that in Punjab. Nine out of 22 
districts in Punjab and 4 out 
of 22 districts in Haryana are 
major contributors of stubble 
burning in these states and these 
13 districts need to be focused 
upon more. Till October 15, the 
trend for fire events was less as 
compared to last year but now 
it has started growing rapidly, 
especially in Punjab.

Early harvesting is the reason 
for high fire counts in Amritsar 

and Tarn Taran. It was also 
apprised that the coverage of 
land for the application of Pusa 

decomposer is less in Punjab 
which needs to be promoted 
and enhanced.

The representative of the 
Ministry of Power said it has 
mandated 5 per cent blending 
of biomass pellets with the coal 
for co-firing in Thermal Power 
Plants (TPPs). The co-firing also 
helps to prevent CO2 emissions. 
Till now, 0.1 million MT CO2 
emissions have been prevented.

The Chairman of the Com-
mission for Air Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM) said they have 
prepared a detailed framework 
for management of ‘parali’ and 
the states have been advised to 
implement the same to contain 
stubble burning. It was men-
tioned in the meeting that in 
spite of several meetings and ef-
forts by CAQM, the steps taken 
by Punjab are inadequate.

New Delhi:  Ahead of Di-
wali, the Delhi Police has in-
tensified patrolling, enhanced 
its presence and carrying out 
anti-sabotage checks in heavy 
footfall areas of the capital, 

including markets and malls, 
officials said on Thursday.

Flag marches and foot pa-
trolling were conducted in the 
crowded market of Sarojini 
Nagar which usually witnesses 

heavy footfall during the fes-
tive season, they said.

Special Commissioner of 
Police (Law and Order) Sagar 
Preet Hooda said, “In view of 
festive season, we have intensi-
fied our patrolling in market 
areas, extra police pickets have 
also been installed and person-
nel have been deployed.

“From the anti-terror point 
of view, anti-sabotage checks 
are being done to ensure that 
no anti-social or anti-national 
elements carry out activities 
that can harm anybody’s life,” 
the officer said.

“We have strong police pres-
ence during the festive season. 
For women’s safety, we have 
also deployed women person-
nel on the ground,” he said.

All preventive measures are 
being taken by the police to 
ensure a smooth Diwali which 
falls on October 24.

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar 

Member Parliament Amrit-
sar Gurjeet Singh Aujla  here 
today rejected the full body 
truck scanner by saying it 
was not useful at the Indo-
Pak International border.

Aujla, a member of parlia-
ment, visited the Indo-Pak 
Attari border to inspect the 
basic infrastructure keeping 
in view the national security 
aspects besides to  have first-
hand experience  about the 
problems being faced by the  
officials of Border Security 
Force, Customs department 
and incoming and outgoing 
passengers to Pakistan.

He along with senior BSF 
and Custom officials     in-
spected passenger facilitates 
and improvements, renova-
tion and development of in-
frastructure at ICP, parking 
issues, farmers and border 
fence issues, highway proj-
ects etc. 

He held meeting at JCP 
Attari with the officials of 
Landport Authority of In-
dia, Indian Customs, Bor-
der Security Force of India, 
National Highway Authority 
of India regarding the devel-
opment works being carried 
out at JCP (Joint Check Post) 
and ICP Attari including the 

installation of high mast 
flagpost and beautification 
works at JCP, rejected truck 
scanner, passenger facilitates 
and improvements, renova-
tion and development of in-
frastructure at ICP, parking 
issues, farmers and border 
fence issues, highway proj-
ects etc. 

Addressing the media Au-
jla informed that after decade 
long struggle and half decade 
long installation process the 
truck scanner installed at 
ICP Amritsar failed all the 
basic mandatory tests as 
found defunct.

He claimed that a certain 
anti India lobby had not in-
cluded experts from Customs 
and other agencies in the 
committee formed to procure 
the scanner due to which it 
failed at the tests. The tender 
allotted to Punj Lloyd was 
cancelled and the scanner is 
being dismantled for return.

Talking about the defunct 
full body truck scanner, ex-
pressing his apprehension he 
said that the enemies were 
within us and possibilities 
can’t be ruled out   about 
their connectivity across 
the border.

Aujla said that he will be 
taking up this matter with 
MHA and PMO during the 
winter session of Lok Sabha. 

SATISH HANDA

Haryana Home and Health Min-
ister Anil Vij while addressing 
media persons said that Hary-
ana is the hub of sports having 
maximum sports activities held 
in the state with 1.3 percent share 
in country›s the the players won 
50 percent of the medals in the 
Olympics. He said, there is a 
hunger for medals among the 
players of Haryana state, they 
need to be provided better sports 
infrastructure.

This expression was also made 
by the Home Minister in his 
address as the chief guest at the 
inauguration of State Champion-
ship swimming competitions at 
War Heroes Stadium, Ambala 
Cantonment on Saturday. On 
this occasion, the officials of the 
Federation and District Swim-

ming Association felicitated the 
chief guest by presenting him a 
bunch of flowers and a memento.  

While inaugurating the swim-
ming competitions at all weather 
international level swimming 
pool in War Heroes Stadium 
Ambala Cantt, Vij said that state 
level swimming competitions are 
starting here and he hopes the 
players achieve mastery in these 
competitions which is our goal 
and Haryana players usually win 
more and more medals in the 
International Championships..

Vij who was also sports min-
ister in the state earlier said that 
in past seven years state govern-
ment did much to provide bet-
ter sports infrastructure to the 
players and spent amount worth 
Rs 454 crore to construct multi-
purpose halls and new stadiums 
at all places in the state. Vij said 
that a sports hostel to accom-
modate sportsmen and coaches 
visiting from all over the states 
as well as country has been con-
structed opposite the stadium.  
Home and Health Minister said, 
when he was Sports Minister 
Haryana he had formulated a 
new sports policy for the players 
in the state, which is being appre-
ciated all over in the country. Vij 
said, other states are following 
this sports policy and the players 
are also getting the benefit of 
Haryana›s sports policy.

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh 

Manoj Chahal, State President 
of Roadways SC Employees 
Sangharsh Samiti of Haryana, 
today alleged that following 
caste discrimination and op-
pressive policy towards the 
organization and employees, 
former GM of Rohtak Depot, 
on the behest of Transport 
Director, Haryana, conspired 
against the office bearers of 
the Sangharsh Samiti and im-
plicated them in false cases. 
Hundreds of Scheduled Caste 
employees of Haryana Road-

ways announced to boycott of 
the festival of Diwali in pro-
test against the oppression. 
They also threatened to tender 
mass resignations to the Chief 
Minister of Haryana if their 
demands were not met.

In a press conference at 
Chandigarh Press Club, the 

leader said that on the call 
of Roadways SC Employees 
Sangharsh Samiti of Haryana, 
the scheduled caste employ-
ees of roadways remained on 
duty to run the buses in the 
interest of the government 
and public, during the strike 
on 28-29 March.

Satish Handa

Nearly 400 policemen led by 
Vipin Kadian DSP along with 
District Town Planner and Duty 
Magistrate Amit Kumar SDM 
arrived at the shopping complex 
illegally constructed on Pan-
chayat land by gangster Kala 
Jathedi alias Sandeep presently 
lodged in Tihar Central Jail at 
Delhi and demolished his shop-
ping complex situated adjoin-
ing Industrial Area Jathedi in 
Sonipat district having six shops, 
an automobile service station 
and a RO plant with bulldozers.

About 12 years ago, Sandeep 
presently known as gangster 
Kala Jathedi was a cable op-
erator at Jathedi when he was 

indulged in anti-social activi-
ties due to bad accompany in 
2009, committed first robbery 
at Rohtak followed by another 
crime in the year 2010 at Go-

hana in Rohtak district and after 
this never looked  behind. He 
committed large number of 
crimes accompanied by his girl 
friend staying with him, later 

arrested by the police during a 
raid at his house.

Meanwhile, Kala Jathedi 
came in contact with gangsters 
Lawrence Bishnoi and Raju 
Bishnoi having support of large 
number of shooters and started 
working for their gangs moving 
far ahead in crime world pres-
ently having more than 37 cases 
of murders, robberies, ransom 
demand and encounter with 
police registered  against him 
when he was arrested by the 
police and lodged in Tihar jail 
at Delhi. In February 2021 Kala 
Jathedi along with other mem-
bers of his gang attacked a police 
van but escaped and after the 
incident he left the country for 
Dubai, Mylesia and Thailand.

Twin city earlier known 
as hub for drugs now 
turns to crime city

Satish Handa

Since past few years twin city 
Ambala known as an hub for 
smuggling and sale of drugs 
now turning to a crime city. 
If we look at past couple of 
days twin city Ambala has 
witnessed large number of 
crimes of these few promi-
nent include recovery of 
drugs, police raid at a Spa 
centre running flesh trade, 
recovery of mobile phones 
and its accessories from pris-
oners inside Ambala central 
jail, snatching cases, rivalry 
attacks, recovery of bodies, 
large number of thefts, road 
mishaps claimed several lives, 
recovery of children from a 
beggar and many more hav-
ing a long list.

Jashandeep Singh Rand-
hawa SP Ambala while talk-
ing to media persons told 
that CIA Staff Ambala police 
on a clue arrested  a youth 
identified as Tej Partap Singh 
alia Twinkle a resident of   
Pooja Vihar carrying 310 gm 
heroine having international 
value worth Rs 1.25 crore. 
During preliminary investiga-
tion arrested youth admitted 
often bringing drugs from 
an African from Delhi and 
supplying in the area. 

Satish Handa

Talking to media persons Hary-
ana Home & Health Minister 
Anil Vij said that 

Samarak being constructed 
in Ambala Cantonment in the 
memory of those unsung heroes 
who were martyred in the first 
war of independence in 1857 
is almost complete likely to be 
inaugurated shortly. He told 
that history will be displayed 
in the best and lively manner 
in this Samarak and efforts in 
this Vij’s dream project have 
been made that people reach 
back to 1857 from 2022 when 
the bugle of independence was 
sounded from Ambala.

Vij was interacting with the 

media persons on Saturday 
afternoon after inspecting the 
Samarak being constructed on 
22 acres of land on GT Road 
in Ambala Cantonment where 
history will be shown live in the 
Samarak. Vij said that the Brit-
ish always called the first war of 
independence a rebellion and 
tried to suppress history but 
our historians found many facts 
after searching and they have 
brought history to the light in 
this historic monument near to 
completion and the remaining 
work in the Samarak would be 
completed soon and the interior 
work would also be tendered in 
the coming week. It is expected 
that this will be completed soon 
and the Samarak will be opened 

for the visitors from all over 
the world. 

Vij said, during inspection 
the issue of separate feeder and 
water drainage for the Samarak 
has been discussed with the of-
ficials and a letter has also been 
written to include the historian 
of Ambala in the team of histo-
rians that has been prepared to 
display the history in the memo-
rial. A book has been written by 
the historian exposing many 
new facts acquired from a book 
written by an English author. 
He said, whatever information 
comes to us will be displayed 
in the Samarak significantly 
dedicated to the 1857 revolution 
being constructed in Ambala 
Cantonment.

Satish Handa 

Haryana government has ap-
proved a project ‘Padma Yozna’ 
in the state to develop micro and 
small industrial units in 4000 
acre area in 143 blocks in 14 
states across the state on which 
amount between Rs 25 to 30 
thousand crore will be invested, 
which will be linked with ‘one 
block one product’ scheme al-
ready approved earlier in month 
February this year. This project 

will not only increase industrial 
growth but also likely to provide 
employment opportunities to 
nearly three lakh persons in 

the state directly or indirectly.
Recently, a business summit 

was organized by Haryana state 
government at Gurugram pre-

sided by Anand Mohan Sharan 
Additional Chief Secretary In-
dustries Haryana in which large 
number of industrialists in the 
country and abroad as well as 
Indian Ambassadors from seven 
countries were also invited to 
participate in summit to discuss 
opportunities as regard increase 
in production and growth in 
exports in the country at present 
when business opportunities 
for India are favorable in world 
markets.

Delhi’s air quality 
remains poor

New Delhi: Delhi recorded 
a minimum temperature of 
17 degrees Celsius, a notch 
below the normal for this time 
of the year, the India Meteo-
rological Department said. 
The maximum temperature 
is likely to settle around 33 
degrees Celsius.  Delhi’s air 
quality continued to be in the 
poor category for the fourth 
consecutive day and any im-
provement is unlikely over the 
next few days.

The air quality index (AQI) 
stood at 241 at 9 am.  At least 
seven out of the 35 monitoring 
stations in the city recorded 
the air quality in the “very 
poor” category.

DCW chief Swati 
Maliwal claims attack 
on her residence

New Delhi: Delhi Commis-
sion For Women chief Swati 
Maliwal on Monday alleged 
that a man forcibly entered her 
residence and vandalised two 
cars, while she was not present at 
home. Delhi Chief Minister Ari-
vindKejriwal in a tweet in Hindi 
said, “In the last few months, the 
law and order situation is in a bad 
state. Even the chairperson of 
Delhi Commission For Women 
is not safe. Murders are happen-
ing in broad daylight. I hope that 
LG sir will spare some time to 
repair the law and order situa-
tion.” The DCW chief said she has 
complained to the Delhi Police 
over the issue.

Stubble burning: Under-utilisation 
of CRM machines a concern

Delhi Police intensifies patrolling ahead of Diwali

Truck scanner installed at Indo-Pak 
border defected as not useful-Aujla

Shahid Samarak’ near to completion will 
take visitors back to year 1857: Anil Vij

SC employees of Haryana Roadways to boycott 
Diwali, threaten of mass resignation

Gangster’s shopping complex reduced to debris in Haryana

Sports hub Haryana having 1.3% share in the country 
won 50 percent of the medals in Olympics: Vij

Padma Yozna & Business Summit to increase industrial growth & exports in Haryana
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Rudraprayag:  Helicopter 
services to the Uttarakhand›s 
Kedarnath temple resumed, 
two days after a chopper crash 
in the area killed a pilot and 
six pilgrims.

On Wednesday, a day after 
the accident, various aviation 
companies resumed helicopter 
operations and 981 pilgrims 
were taken to Kedarnath, ac-
cording to officials.

Aryan Aviation, the company 

to which the ill-fated helicopter 
belonged, also resumed the ser-
vice from Masta-Guptkashi to 
Kedarnath.

An Aryan Aviation official 
said on Thursday that a team 
from the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) inspected 
the company›s helipad at Masta. 
He said after the completion of 
their inspection and investi-
gation, the helicopter services 
restarted.

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Monday granted two 
weeks to the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment to file its reply on the 
bail plea filed by Lakhimpur 
Kheri violence case prime ac-
cused Ashish Mishra, the son 
of Union Minister Ajay Mishra 
Teni.

A bench of Justices B.R. Gavai 
and B.V. Nagarathna said it will 
hear the matter on November 7. 
Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, 
representing Mishra, submitted 
that notice was already issued in 
the matter.

On July 26, the Allahabad 
High Court›s Lucknow bench 
declined to entertain Mishra›s 
bail plea. On April 18, the Su-
preme Court had cancelled 
the bail granted to Mishra 
and directed him to surrender 
within a week. A bench headed 

by Chief Justice N.V. Ramana 
(retired now) and comprising 
Justices Surya Kant and Hima 
Kohli asked the Allahabad High 
Court to examine afresh whether 
Mishra should be granted bail 
or not.

«Instead of looking into as-
pects such as the nature and 

gravity of the offence, severity 
of the punishment in the event 
of conviction, circumstances 
which are peculiar to the ac-
cused or victims, likelihood of 
the accused fleeing, likelihood 
of tampering with the evidence 
and witnesses, and the impact 
that his release may have on the 

trial and the society at large, 
the High Court has adopted 
a myopic view of the evidence 
on the record and proceeded to 
decide the case on merits, « the 
top court had noted.

It had said that the high court 
had shown «tearing hurry» in 
passing the February 10 order, 
granting bail to Mishra, denying 
a fair and effective hearing to 
the victims.

Mishra was arrested on Oc-
tober 9 last year in the case. On 
October 3, 2021, eight people, 
including four farmers, were 
killed in Lakhimpur Kheri in 
clashes during a farmers› protest.

The family members of the 
farmers, mowed down by a car 
belonging to Mishra, in Lakh-
impur Kheri had moved the top 
court challenging bail granted 
to him.

New Delhi:  Former Fi-
nance Minister P. Chidam-
baram has alleged that the 
government was in a denial 
mode on the poverty and hun-
ger index rankings.

He said on Tuesday, «Sadly, 
the Modi government is in 
denial mode as was evident 
when it rejected India›s 107 
ranking in the Global Hunger 
Index.»

«The UNDP and the Ox-
ford HDI have confirmed 
what we have said several 
times: that the UPA govern-
ment had the best record in 
lifting people out of poverty.
The Report released on 17-
10-2022 has confirmed that 
27.39 crore were lifted out of 
poverty in the 10 years of the 
UPA government».

«Yet, it is a stern warning 
to India that 16.4 per cent of 
the population (22.8 crore) 
was still poor in 2019-20.That 

number got worse in the sub-
sequent two years because of 
the pandemic and the lock-
downs.The first task of any 
government is to overcome the 
challenges of poverty, hunger 
and malnutrition, « he added.

The Centre on Saturday 
said misinformation seems 
to be the hallmark of the an-
nually released Global Hunger 
Index.

The Global Hunger Report 
2022 released by Concern 
Worldwide and Welt Hunger 
Hilfe, Non-Government Or-
ganisations from Ireland and 
Germany, respectively, has 
ranked India at 107 among 
121 countries.

New Delhi:  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Monday 
released the 12th instalment 
of financial benefit worth Rs 
16,000 crore to over 11 crore eli-
gible farmers under the flagship 
PM-KISAN scheme, ahead of 
Diwali and ongoing rabi sowing.

With this, the total amount 
transferred to the beneficia-
ries is expected to cross Rs 2.16 
lakh crore. Under the Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 
(PM-KISAN), eligible farmers 
are provided with a financial 
benefit of Rs 6,000 per year in 
three equal instalments of Rs 
2,000 each every four months. 
The fund is directly transferred 

to the bank accounts of the ben-
eficiaries.

The scheme was launched 
in February 2019 but is being 
implemented with effect from 
December 2018. The Prime 

Minister released the 12th 
instalment at a two-day event 
«PM Kisan Samman Sammelan 
2022» being held at the Pusa 
campus in the national capital.

Union Agriculture Minister 

Narendra Singh Tomar and 
Chemicals & Fertilisers Minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya were also 
present at the programme.

More than 13,500 farmers 
from across the country and 
around 1,500 Agri-startups are 
participating in the event.

Researchers, policymakers 
and other stakeholders too are 
attending the event.

PM-KISAN is a central sec-
tor scheme with 100 per cent 
funding from the central gov-
ernment. The state government 
and UT administration identify 
the farmer families that are eli-
gible for support as per scheme 
guidelines.

FW Desk
New Delhi

Jamaat-e-Islami Hind (JIH) 
has condemned the Ministry 
of Home Affair›s consent to 
release Bilkis Bano rapists. In a 
statement to the media, the Vice 
President of Jamaat-e-Islami 
Hind, Prof Salim Engineer said: 
«We condemn MHA›s consent 
to release Bilkis Bano rapists. 
By agreeing with the Gujarat 
government under its amended 
remission policy for the release 
of 11 men convicted of gangrap-
ing a pregnant Bilkis Bano and 
murdering 14 members of her 
family, including her 3-year-old 
daughter in the post-Godhra 
violence in 2002, the MHA 
has given the impression that 
it sides with criminals and rap-
ists and not with the victim. 
This exposes its hollow claims 
to be the defender of women›s 
rights and empowerment. It 
has not only hurt Bilkis Bano 
and members of her family but 
also the deprived sections of our 
country. It is very unfortunate 

that in our system rapists are 
being honoured as was seen in 
the case of Unnao, Kathua and 
Hathras.It seems that reaping 
political dividends by appeasing 
a particular vote bank is more 
important for the ruling dispen-
sation than justice. We condemn 
the decision and hope the apex 
court intervenes in the matter 
to reverse this grave injustice 
carried out under the guise of 
official government policy.»

The JIH Vice President said: 
«It has come to light that the 
Superintendent of Police, CBI, 
Special Crime Branch, Mum-
bai, and the Special Civil Judge 
(CBI), City Civil and Sessions 
Court, Greater Bombay had 
opposed the early release of the 
prisoners.

New Delhi: President 
Droupadi Murmu has appoint-
ed Justice DY Chandrachud as 
the next Chief Justice of India.

Justice Chandrachud will 
be sworn in as India›s 50th 
CJI on November 9.

Law Minister Kiren Rijiju, 
in a tweet, said: «In exercise 
of the power conferred by the 
Constitution of India, Presi-
dent appoints Dr. Justice DY 
Chandrachud, Judge, Supreme 
Court as the Chief Justice of 
India with effect from 9th No-
vember, 22».

On October 11, Chief Jus-
tice of India U.U. Lalit named 
Justice Chandrachud, the se-
niormost judge in the Supreme 
Court, as his successor.

CJI Lalit, who will retire on 
November 8, had, in presence 
of all Supreme Court judges, 
handed over the letter of 
recommendation to Justice 
Chandrachud.A

Justice Chandrachud, who 
will hold office till November 
10, 2024, is the son of former 
Supreme Court judge Y.V. 
Chandrachud, who was the 
longest-serving CJI, being in 
office for about seven years 
and four months between 1978 
to 1985. During his tenure, 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
overturned two judgments of 

his father - which were related 
to adultery and the right to 
privacy.

Justice Chandrachud, who 
is a PhD from Harvard Law 
School, is known as a non-
conformist judge. He has 
played a key role in introduc-
ing virtual hearings during the 
Covid time, which has now 
become a permanent feature. 
He has been part of the land-
mark judgments on Ayodhya 
title dispute, decriminalisation 
of homosexuality, adultery, 
privacy, entry of women into 
Sabarimala etc.,

Justice Chandrachud prac-
tised in Bombay High Court 
and the Supreme Court. He 
passed BA with honours in 
economics from St Stephen›s 
College, New Delhi and com-

pleted LLB from Campus Law 
Centre, Delhi University. He 
also served as Additional So-
licitor General of India from 
1998 till 2000. He was first 
appointed as judge of the Bom-
bay High Court on March 29, 
2000.

Justice Chandrachud has 
also served as Chief Justice 
of the Allahabad High Court 
since October 31, 2013 until 
his elevation as an apex court 
judge on May 13, 2016

Justice ChandrachudAhas 
been a visiting Professor of 
Comparative Constitutional 
Law at the University of Mum-
bai and at Oklahoma Univer-
sity School of Law, USA. In 
June, 1998, he was designated 
as senior advocate by the Bom-
bay High Court.

Drone from Pak 
intercepted in 
Amritsar sector

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

The patrolling party of Border 
Security Force (BSF) has inter-
cepted a drone which entered 
Indian Territory from Pakistan.

In a statement issued here 
today, a BSF spokesperson 
said that  on October 16th, the 
BSF troops during patrolling 
heard the buzzing sound of a 
suspected flying object (drone) 
entering Indian  territory  from 
Pakistan. The spot of incident 
was at borer village Rannia of 
Amritsar sector.

Spokesperson said that as 
per drill, BSF troops tried to 
intercept the suspected flying 
object by gun fire. Bullet hit 
the drone and fell it down on 
the ground. The whole area was 
cordoned and immediately   the 
concerned sister agencies and 
police were informed.

Gangster-terror nexus: 
NIA raids underway 
across nation

New Delhi:  The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
raids are underway in more than 
ten locations across the nation 
in connection with gangster 
syndicates matter. According 
to sources, the raids, which 
started on Tuesday morning, 
are being carried out in Pun-
jab, Haryana, Rajasthan and 
Delhi-NCR region. «We have 
decided to uproot the emerg-
ing nexus between gangsters, 
terrorists and narcotic dealers. 
They were working together, 
« they said. The case relates to 
involvement of criminal gangs 
in different kinds of criminal 
activities, including killings, to 
terrorise the people to extort 
money for running and promot-
ing their criminal syndicates 
and activities. 

Heroin worth Rs 28 crore 
seized in Mizoram, 6 held

Aizawl:  More than 5.6 kilo-
grams of heroin valued at over 
Rs 28 crore was seized by the 
Mizoram police in Champhai 
district bordering Myanmar, 
an officer said on Friday.

Altogether six people, includ-
ing a Myanmarese national, 
were arrested for possessing the 
contraband. The seized heroin 
was believed to be smuggled 
from Myanmar, he said. The 
officer said that 5.4 kilograms 
of heroin was recovered by the 
Champhai police from a vehicle 
near Tuipui village, about 20 ki-
lometres from Champhai town, 
on Wednesday night. Policemen 
posted at the Khankawn check 
gate recovered and seized 24 
grams of heroin concealed in 
two soap cases from the pos-
session of a local peddler and a 
28-year-old Myanmarese wom-
an on Wednesday morning.

FW Desk
New Delhi 

«The birth of CCI was in re-
sponse to a transition that India 
was witnessing where markets 
were central to economic growth, 
the premise being, that while 
markets can achieve several 
economic public policy goals, 
there can be market failures,” 
said Ashok Kumar Gupta, IAS, 

Chairperson of Commission of 
India (CCI) at the 7th Annual 
International Conference. He 
stated that in the last 13 years, 
the competition regulator has 
reviewed over 1200 antitrust 
cases, 965 combination filings 
and held over more than 1200 
advocacy events. “However, more 
than what the numbers reveal, 
the Commission through these 
years, has developed a sound 
body of jurisprudence across 
diverse sectors of the economy 
by engaging with various stake-
holders,” he said, adding, «Some 
of the major sectors in which 
interventions have been made by 
the Commission are cement, tyre, 
real estate, pharma, entertain-
ment, coal and digital markets.”

The 7th international confer-
ence, themed: Competition Law: 

Enforcement in India - The Past, 
The Present and The Future, 
was organised by CCI and the 
apex industry body, Associated 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry of India (ASSOCHAM).

Gupta, who was the chief guest 
at the international conference, 
touched upon the various initia-
tives undertaken by CCI as well 
as the challenges in front of them, 

which includes the rising cases 
from technological markets. “The 
Commission is constantly honing 
its antitrust and merger toolkit to 
meet these challenges and, in do-
ing so, benchmarking itself with 
best global practices,” he said, 
adding, “In view of the number 
of cases and complexity in the 
digital sector and the increasing 
need for data and technology 

skills, CCI is in the process of 
setting up a dedicated Digital 
Markets and Data Unit (DMDU) 
in CCI. In addition to our staff 
from the law, economics and 
finance streams, we plan to staff 
the unit with new professional 
profiles such as data scientists, 
algorithm experts etc.”

The Chairperson of CCI said 
that the Indian Competition Act 
encourages mutual meaningful 
relationship between competition 
and corporate governance. “The 
Hon’ble Union Finance Minister 
Smt Nirmala Sitharaman, in her 
Annual Day address, stressed on 
the importance of FAQs and urged 
the Commission to prepare them 
for the benefit of stakeholders. 
CCI recently put together FAQs 
covering aspects of its enforce-
ment provision under the Act.”

Mumbai:  Bombay High 
Court has granted bail to a 
26-year-old man arrested in a 
rape case, but set a condition 
that he would have to marry 
the victim, who is currently 
untraceable, if she is found 
within a year.

The man, however, would 
not be bound by this condition 
beyond one year, a single bench 
of Justice Bharati Dangre said 
in the order passed on October 
12.

The court said the accused 
and the 22-year-old woman 
were in a consensual 
relationship, but a rape and 
cheating case was registered 
when the man started avoiding 
her after learning that she was 
pregnant.

The woman lodged a 
complaint with the Mumbai 
Police against the man in 
February 2020 after which 
he was arrested.

In her complaint, the 
woman claimed they were 
in a relationship since 2018 
and that their families were 
aware of the same and had 
not objected to it.

In 2019, the woman 
realised she was pregnant 
and informed the accused, 
but he started avoiding her. 
The woman left her house 
as she did not want to reveal 
about the pregnancy to her 

family members. On January 
27, 2020, she delivered a baby 
in a city hospital.

On January 30, the woman 
abandoned the baby in front 
of a building. A separate FIR 
was then lodged against her for 
abandoning the child.

Justice Dangre in her order 
said this «may be a possible 
reason why she is fleeing from 
the course of justice».

The accused assured the 
HC that he was willing to 
marry the woman and accept 
paternity of the child.

However, the police 
informed the court that the 
woman was not traceable and 
the baby, who was admitted to 
a child care centre, has already 
been given in adoption.

«In such circumstances 
when the incident was 
reported, the victim was 
major and she has already 
stated that the relationship 
was consensual,» the HC said.

«I deem it appropriate to 
release the applicant on bail 
subject to compliance that if 
the victim is traced within a 
short while and say in a period 
of one year, he shall solemnise 
marriage with her, but he shall 
not be bound by the statement 
beyond one year,» the order 
said. The court granted bail 
to the man on a bond of Rs 
25,000.

New Delhi:  The Congress 
hit out at Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday 
for comparing those accused 
of corruption in connection 
with the liquor policy for the 
national capital to freedom 
fighter Bhagat Singh, saying it 
was unfortunate and a «cheap 
political act».

Congress leader Sandeep 
Dikshit said this after Kejriwal 
compared his deputy Manish 
Sisodia to Bhagat Singh, after 
the CBI questioned the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader in 
connection with the alleged 
Delhi liquor scam.

Dikshit also said Sisodia 
should give evidence in support 
of the allegation raised by him 
that the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) attempted to poach AAP 
MLAs under «Operation Lotus» 
and asked the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) to bring 
out the video-recordings once 
the investigation is concluded.

«It is very shameful that AAP 
ministers are being accused 
of corruption relating to the 

liquor policy. Those accused 
of corruption are being 
compared to Bhagat Singh, who 
inspires every Indian. It is very 
unfortunate and sad. Rarely has 
there been a cheap political act 
than this. We strongly condemn 
this,» Dikshit told reporters.

He accused Kejriwal and his 
party of adopting all kinds of low 
tactics in politics and said they 
have now fallen to a new low 
by taking the name of Bhagat 
Singh along with those accused 
of corruption.

The statement should be 
withdrawn, Dikshit said.

The former MP said Kejriwal 
used to say privatisation of 
anything amounts to corruption 
and yet, he handed over the 
entire liquor business in Delhi 
from the government to the 
private sector.

Indian art market 
clocks USD 75.8 
million, in turnover
The Indian art market is on 
course to have its best-per-
forming year ever based on 
the first six months of FY23. 
Having a turnover of USD 75.8 
million as of 30 September 
2022, according to Indian Art 
Investor’s Indian Art Market 

Report for 
H1FY23, 
FY23 may 
e x c e e d 
FY22. The 
first six 
m o n t h s 
of FY23 

have been able to produce 
more than the yearly turn-
over of 34 of the 39 years of 
prior auction data held by IAI. 
The study states that a total of 
468 artists - or 57 per cent of 
the works sold in FY22-have 
contributed to this accom-
plishment through the sale 
of 2, 053 pieces.

Patna: Political strategist-
turned-activist Prashant Kishor 
on Friday launched a stinging 
attack on Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi over the issues of 
price rise and lack of industrial 
development in states like Bihar.

Kishor, who is on a state-wide 
padayatra of his home state, was 
addressing villagers in Narka-

tiaganj, a subdivision of West 
Champaran district, about 300 
km from the state capital.

A video clip of his speech, in 
fluent Bhojpuri, was shared on 
social media by “Jan Suraaj”, 
his initiative that is likely to 
evolve into a political party 
upon completion of the state-
wide tour.

“We chanted Har Har 
Modi, Ghar Ghar Modi and 

he became the Prime Minister. 
What we got is a jump in the 
price of cooking gas, from Rs 
500 to Rs 1,300 per cylinder..... 
If he gets elected for yet anoth-
er term in office, the price may 
reach Rs 2,000 per cylinder”, 
said Kishor whose first claim 
to fame was handling Modi’s 
poll campaign in 2014.

Lakhimpur Kheri case: SC grants UP 2 weeks 
for response on Ashish Mishra’s bail plea

Modi Govt on denial mode on Global Hunger 
Index ranking says P. Chidambaram

Helicopter services to 
Kedarnath resume

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud appointed next Chief Justice of IndiaModi releases 12th installment of Rs 16,000 
crore to eligible farmers under PM-KISAN

Jamaat-e-Islami Hind condemns MHA’s 
consent to release Bilkis Bano rapists

Cong slams Kejriwal for comparing 
Manish Sisodia to Bhagat Singh

Prashant Kishor slams PM over price rise

CCI to set up a dedicated Digital Markets & Data Unit for 
addressing complexities in the digital sector: Chairperson Gupta
Competition Commission 
of India (CCI), Govt of 
India gave insights on the 
journey of competition 
regulator at the 7th 
Annual International 
Conference organized by 
ASSOCHAM

Bombay HC grants bail to rape 
accused,says he will have to 
marry victim within one year
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There has been a con-
tinuous emerging of 
cults out of other cults 
in our country. This 

is also seen in the fragmenta-
tion of political parties and the 
rise of new parties from them. 
Academics consider the rise of 
regional parties to be a complex 
and multi faceted phenomenon, 
which in fact is also the result of 
the interrelationship between 
the regional consciousness that 
emerged in the country in the 
19th century and the post-in-
dependence social, economic 
and political developments. 
Even prior to independence, 
there were political parties 
in abundance throughout the 
country, but then their sole aim 
was to obtain freedom from 

the imperialism of the Brit-
ish rule. Political parties also 
emerged from social reform  
movements.

Movements with their own 
political dominance of Hindus 
and Muslims also sprang up, 
which later established them-
selves into political parties. 
Formation of regional parties 
as a result of the dominance of 
democratic politics in a federal 
system is not unusual. Also, the 
differences in a diverse society 
also cast their effect on the re-
gional politics, which gives rise 
to new parties. Aaku Srivastava, 
has played a long innings in 
journalism and authorship, 
his new book &#39;Sensex of 
Regional Parties&#39; may 
not delve any deep from the 

point of view of sociological or 
political science, but the detail 
in which regional parties oper-
ate in the country – their what, 
when, how and now - makes it 
an important document. For 
those preparing for competi-
tive exams and media persons, 
this book is not only a one-
stop useful reference material 
but also a ready reckoner. The 
presentation of the subject is 

very appropriate for the overall 
depiction of the subject. The 
subtitle written on the cover 
of the book &#39;A compre-
hensive account of regional 
parties that altered the course 
of Indian Politics&#39; signi-
fies this. The success of the 
book underlines it. It is very 
interesting to know when a 
particular party was formed, 
what circumstances led to its 
formation and how it is func-
tioning now. 

This is first book of its kind 
in English which caters to all 
these curiosities. Although the 

book is a discussion of regional 
parties, by going beyond the 
topic and also recording the 
history of new parties formed 
by the splits in the Congress, 
it has become more relevant.

The rise of regional parties 
undeniably changed the nature 
of India&#39;s electoral poli-
tics. After the unprecedented 
rise in the status of regional 
parties in the late 1990s and 
early 1990s, a new balance of 
power emerged in the electoral 
competition at the national 
level that caste and community 
politics lapped up soon. There, 
regional parties registered their 
strong presence not only in 
their respective states but also 
in national politics. And now 
the voters who vote for their 
favorite regional party within 
the state change their attitude 
in the Lok Sabha elections. Un-
derlining this new trend, in-
teresting stories from regional 
parties are in this book.

With a score of 29.1, the level of 
hunger in India has been rat-
ed as ‘serious’ by European 
NGOs, Concern Worldwide 

and Welthungerhilfe, the publishers of the 
Global Hunger Index in India slipped six 
places from its 2021 ranking of 101 among 
116 countries. Last year, the country’s score 
was 28.2. Almost all of India’s neighbours 
fared well with Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Ban-
gladesh, Nepal, and Myanmar ranking 
99, 64, 84, 81, and 71, respectively. With 
a score of less than five, China has topped 
the chart with 16 other countries.

Those who ranked below India are Af-
ghanistan, Zambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia, 
Niger, Haiti, Central African Republic, 
Yemen, Chad, the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Lesotho, Timor-Leste, Guinea-
Bissau and Madagascar.

Malnutrition has been prevalent for 
decades in India and is the primary cause 
of poverty and economic fallout. 22.4 
crore people in India have considered un-
dernourished India’s rank in the Global 
Hunger Index is near the bottom.

According to the NFHS-5data, there is 
more stunting in rural areas (37.3 per cent) 
as compared to urban centres (30.1 per 
cent), owing to the poor socio-economic 
situation in rural areas. Anaemia among 
children under five has worsened, with a 
prevalence of nearly 67.1% compared to 
58.6% recorded in the NFHS’s 4th round, 
while 57% of women of reproductive age 
are anaemic. About 70% of children up 
to age 6 are anaemic in Haryana which is 
greater than the national average which is 
67.1%. The infant mortality rate(35.2) has 
improved if we compare it with NFHS-4 
but the prevalence of anaemia is chronic 
in Haryana and it is among the top 5 states 
in India as for as the extent of anaemia is 
concerned. The more alarming thing about 
the national average is the 8 percentage 
points rise in the fraction of children suffer-
ing from anaemia from 59% in NFHS-4 to 
67% in NFHS-5. About 27.5% of children 
are stunted and 21.5% are underweight 

in Haryana in the age group of 0-5 years. 
According to a report, anaemia is found 
more chronic in women in comparison 
to men. In India, About 59% of females 
are anaemic in the age group of 15-19 and 
57% in the age group 15-49, whereas in 
Haryana 62% of women are anaemic in 
the age group of 15-19 and 60.4% are 
anaemic in the age group of 15-49. Poorest 
Indian states have infant mortality rates 
higher than those in sub-Saharan Africa. 
India accounts for 17% of global maternal 
deaths, and 21% of deaths among children 
below five years.

The Global Hunger Index scores are 
determined based on the values of four 
component indicators – child mortality, 
child stunting, child wasting and under-
nourishment. The Index, published an-
nually, tracks hunger globally as well as 
by region and country.

There is already enough food to feed 
everyone in the world; those going hun-
gry just lack access. Global trade moves 
food grain from where it is produced to 
where it is consumed, keeping people fed. 
Russia and Ukraine are two of the world’s 
largest agricultural producers, whose food 
exports account for some 12 per cent of 

total calories traded in the world. The war 
is ruining a quarter of the global grain 
trade. Some 50 nations that rely on Russia 
and Ukraine for the bulk of their wheat 
imports—including Bangladesh, Egypt, 
Iran, and Türkiye—have been trying to 
find alternative suppliers. In March 2022, 
global food prices jumped to their highest 
levels ever recorded. Compared with the 
previous year, prices for cereals were up 
37 per cent; cooking oils, 56 per cent; and 
meat, 20 per cent. As of July, prices have 
fallen slightly since March, but in June 
they were still 27 per cent higher than 
in June 2021 (FAO 2022c). The global 
hunger situation as reflected in the 2022 
GHI is grim. The overlapping crises facing 
the world are exposing the weaknesses 
of food systems, from global to local, and 
highlighting the vulnerability of popula-
tions around the world to hunger. Despite 
the “Zero Hunger” target articulated in 
the Sustainable Development Goals, the 
progress that has been made is being lost, 
and the situation is worsening in too many 
countries. It is critical to act now to halt 
and reverse the forces driving hunger 
and undernutrition and to take steps to 
build a more resilient, just, and sustain-

able world where hunger is a thing of the 
past. There can be no more excuses. At 
the same time, we must reduce food loss 
and waste. Currently, close to a third of all 
food produced around the globe—enough 
to feed about 1.26 billion people a year—is 
lost or wasted at some point in the food 
supply chain (FAO 2022f). If we could 
cut food loss and waste in half, the food 
supply would contain enough fruits and 
vegetables to cover the recommended 
amount of 400 grams per person per day. 
Inefficiencies along the food supply chain 
and food waste from the wholesale to the 
consumer level also have a major impact 
on the environment. The wastage culture 
has been bad news for decades in India 
which produces some of the world’s best 
rice, grains, tea and spices. In 2021-22, 
total food grain production was estimated 
at 315,72 million tonnes, while as per 
estimates, 225-230 MT is needed to feed 
its population in a year. Still, the country 
is struggling to feed its own.

The United Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) estimates that 
more than 40 per cent of food produced 
is wasted in India, and its costs could be 
as high as US$14 billion (12.42 billion 
euros) every year. Limiting food loss and 
waste can therefore help to both fight 
hunger and reduce environmental harm. 
Achieving “Zero Hunger” was always go-
ing to be an enormous challenge. This is 
because ending hunger is not a simple 
matter of producing more food. Hunger 
cannot be eradicated unless we tackle 
the structural drivers that cause it: war, 
climate change, and recession. If current 
conditions continue, there would still 
be at least 670 million, undernourished 
people, among us in 2030. We may not 
be able to end hunger by then, but we can 
stop heading in the wrong direction. The 
world will not end in 2030. Nor should 
the fight against hunger.

Dr.Harvinder Kaur, Associate Professor in 
Economics, Ambala, views are personal.

Global Hunger Index and India

SENSEX OF REGIONAL 
PARTIES

The success of the 
book underlines it. It 
is very interesting to 
know when a particular 
party was formed, what 
circumstances led to its 
formation and how it is 
functioning now

Tough roads ahead 
for new Congress  
President Kharge

As foretold, Mallikarjun 
Kharge has won the contest to 
become the Congress presi-
dent. He will take charge on 
October 26. The challenge of 

the contest would not have prepared him 
for his innings at the helm of the country’s 
oldest surviving party. The party desperately 
needs new disruptive energy, but Kharge 
embodies stability at the cost of dynamism. 
His ageing shoulders have to carry the bur-
den of expectations of not only the Congress 
workers but also of all those in India who 
hope the wobbling party finds its feet soon. 
Kharge will have to shake off the tag of being 
a representative of the establishment, and 
his starting point should be the Udaipur dec-
laration of the party that vowed to curtail the 
prevalent practice of a handful of families 
cornering numerous political positions and 
open up the party to younger, diverse sets of 
people. His first photographs after winning 
the election had his son, a Congress politi-
cian, in the frame, which was bad optics. 
The Congress must have a fair and more 
balanced representation for various castes, 
genders, regions and professional and social 
backgrounds in order to be able to challenge 
the totalising politics of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party. As the new president, Kharge will 
have to get the Congress in fighting shape 
and also reach out to potential partners and 
the wider public by articulating a refreshed 
ideological and moral purpose of the party. 
The three members of the Gandhi family 
will remain the last word in the Congress 
and Kharge’s election is itself the latest proof 
of that, though an original plan to install 
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot at 
the helm went awry. While the Congress can 
take pride in the fact that it raised the stan-
dards of inner party democracy, attempts by 
several officials of the party to tilt the scale in 
Kharge’s favour were unmistakable. 

BOOKS: review

Bhargav Krishna explains why the issue can’t be addressed in a silo and using short-term solutions

Lagging behind most south Asian countries, India has ranked 107th on Global Hunger Index 2022 out of 121 countries ranked.
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The monsoon has receded, and 
North India is bracing for a smoggy 
winter. And with that the feverish 
focus on crop stubble burning has 

returned to India’s public discourse. Like 
each year, discussions have begun on how 
bad this year’s stubble burning season 
will likely be and what potential ad hoc 
techno-fixes could solve the issue — in 
the short term.

We will soon read in-depth analyses of 
satellite image-derived counts of the number 
of fires observed on each day, and source 
apportionment studies that determine 
the exact contribution of stubble burn-
ing to poor air quality. The purportedly 
apathetic farmer who cares little about the 
well-being of Delhi’s urban citizenry will be 
held to a high standard of environmental 
stewardship, and the inevitable political 
mudslinging will follow soon. However, this 
heated public discourse adopts an unhelpful 
adversarial frame to a complex challenge. 
The problem is a historic one that cannot 
be fixed with short-term, unsustainable 
solutions.

The root cause of stubble burning can be 
traced back to the 1960s-70s, when to meet 
the urgent challenge of feeding its rapidly 
growing population, India introduced sev-
eral measures as part of its Green Revolu-
tion. The Green Revolution transformed the 
way agriculture was practised, especially 
in Punjab and Haryana. The economics 
of high-yielding varieties of paddy and 
wheat, supported by a guaranteed buyer 
(the government) and minimum support 
prices led to a crop duopoly oriented solely 
around increasing caloric intakes, supplant-
ing the earlier diversity of crops grown in 
the region.

Further policy moves in subsequent de-

cades, which included the introduction of 
subsidies for electricity and fertilizers, and 
ease of access for credit in agriculture only 
served to cement this duopoly. But this 
transition to a two-crop agricultural praxis, 
while filling godowns and feeding mouths, 
has been depleting the water table, increas-
ing pesticide and fertilizer use exponentially. 
It has also led to the consolidation of small 
farms into larger landholdings.

In an attempt to address the growing 
water crisis, the Punjab and Haryana gov-
ernments introduced laws around water 
conservation, encouraging farmers to look 
to the monsoon rather than groundwater to 
irrigate their crops. The shortened harvest-
ing season that arose resulting from a not 
clearly thought-out policy move brought 
about the need for farmers to rapidly clear 
their fields between the kharif and rabi 
crops; the quickest of these ways was to 
burn off the remaining stubble post-harvest.

The repercussion of stubble burning is felt 
all through the Indo-Gangetic Plain (IGP) 

airshed, where what is burned in Punjab 
and Haryana has an impact on air quality 
all the way down to Bihar and West Bengal. 
With studies showing a large contribution 
of stubble burning emissions on winter air 
quality in the National Capital Region, the 
demand for governments to act on this 
seemingly avoidable practice translated 
initially into a criminalisation of the act.

No significant improvement
More recently, however, with concerted 

focus on the subject, a series of short-term 
ex-situ and in-situ solutions have been rolled 
out by the Union and State governments. 
In-situ solutions include happy seeders and 
bio-decomposers, while the ex-situ solu-
tions include collecting and using stubble 
as fuel in boilers, to produce ethanol, or to 
simply burn away alongside coal in ther-
mal power plants. Economic incentives to 
reduce burning have also been tested with 
limited success. With crores invested in 
these solutions over the last five years, we 

have yet to see any significant improvement 
in the situation.

Driven largely by short-term thinking, 
these techno-fixes or alternative uses work 
at the margins, without addressing the root 
cause. As pointed out in a recent article, 
the entire value-chain of agriculture in 
the region needs to change if air quality, 
water, nutrition, and climate goals are to be 
addressed. In practical terms, this means 
substantially reducing the amount of paddy 
being grown in the region and replacing 
it with other crops that are equally high-
yielding, in-demand, and agro-ecologically 
suitable such as cotton, maize, pulses and oil 
seeds. It will also require building trust with 
farmers to ensure they are seen as partners 
(rather than perpetrators) and providing 
them the financial support necessary.

At a policy level, it also requires recognis-
ing that agriculture, nutrition, water, the 
environment, and the economy are all deeply 
intertwined in the era of the Anthropocene. 
One cannot be addressed in a silo without 
having second and third order effects on 
the other. Therefore, taking the long view 
on this would also mean establishing a 
mechanism for intersectoral policymaking 
that aligns our goals for sectoral policy 
within the broad frame of sustainable de-
velopment we wish to follow.

A transition at this scale has not been 
witnessed since the Green Revolution, but 
it is what is required if we are to address 
stubble burning in the long run. Fostering 
the conditions necessary for such a transi-
tion is complex. Whether our institutions 
have the right mix of political will and 
professional skill to do so remains to be seen.

Bhargav Krishna is a Fellow at the Centre 
for Policy Research. Views are personal.

Dealing with north India’s burning issue sustainably
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High light
 � Pozitive planet ready to sponsor a free skill development 

programme to hire & train youth in tier-2 cities
 � Plans to hire 500+ employees in the next 1 year

New Delhi:  Multi con-
glomerate ITC Ltd has further 
invested Rs 13.50 crore in D2C 
baby care brand Mother Sparsh, 
which is in advanced discus-
sions with other investors to 
raise Rs 90-100 crore in Series 
B funding.

The direct-to-consumer 
(D2C) brand on Wednesday 
said it is in advanced discussions 
with investors for securing Rs 
90-100 crore in Series B fund-
ing, with ITC infusing Rs 13.5 
crore in this.

ITC in a late-night regula-
tory filing on Tuesday said that 
after the deal, its shareholding 

in Mother Sparsh will go up 
from the existing 16 per cent 
to 22 per cent.

“The Company has entered 
into an agreement to acquire 
further 1,000 Compulsorily 
Convertible Preference Shares 
of Rs 10 each of Mother Sparsh. 
The said shares, once acquired, 
will take the Company’s share-
holding in Mother Sparsh to 22 
per cent,” the filing said.

The acquisition is in line with 
the company’s continued in-
terest in the fast-growing D2C 
space in the personal care cat-
egory, ITC added.

In November last year, Moth-

er Sparsh raised Series A fund-
ing from ITC.  Mother Sparsh, 
incorporated in February 2016, 
registered a turnover of Rs 33.53 

crore in FY22.
After Series B funding, the 

D2C brand intends to enhance 
its portfolio, especially across 

baby skin care and mother-ori-
ented segment. It had recently 
forayed into the diaper segment.

“Mother Sparsh’s objective 
behind the Series B funding 
round is to enhance R&D and 
foster innovation in the criti-
cal baby & mom care segment 
alongside sustained product 
portfolio diversification,” it said.

Mother Sparsh co-founder 
and CEO Himanshu said: 
“Our recurrent funding aims to 
strengthen this mission through 
R&D in the space and offering 
one-of-its-kind solutions for 
the needs of mothers and their 
little ones”.

New Delhi: Healthcare 
startup Pristyn Care and Im-
pact Guru Foundation have 
joined hands to raise funds 
through crowdsourcing to 
sponsor cataract surgery for 
the underprivileged class un-
der the “Save the Sight” cam-
paign, a joint statement said 
on Monday.

As part of the initiative, IGF 
will raise funds on the crowd-
funding platform ImpactGuru 
web platform and the surgeries 
will be performed by Pristyn 
Care’s expert ophthalmologists. 
‘Save the Sight’ is an endeavour 
to restore the sight of over 2 
million people who are await-
ing cataract surgery but cannot 
afford it. “Out of the 3.8 mil-
lion Indians contract cataract 
annually, 80 per cent suffer 
from permanent blindness. Our 
initiative, in partnership with 
Pristyn Care, is a step towards 
helping people in the country 

to unblur their eyesight and 
enjoy the beauty around them.

“With cataract being one 
of the necessary surgeries, we 
aim to provide our support to 
maximum individuals,” Impact 
Guru Foundation CEO Sun-
deep Talwar said. According 
to the joint statement, India 
is home to the largest blind 
population in the world with 
approximately 8 million blind 
people. Cataract is considered 
a significant contributor to this 
life-crippling ocular condition, 
with estimates attributing 50 to 
80 per cent of bilateral blind-
ness cases in India to cataract, 
the statement said.

Cataract is also believed to 
be the most significant cause 
of avoidable blindness. As per 
recent statistics from the Na-
tional Center of Biotechnology 
and Information (NCBI), over 
3.8 million Indians annually 
contract cataract.

New Delhi: Telecom gear 
maker Ericsson on Monday an-
nounced a long-term strategic 
5G contract with Reliance Jio 
to roll out 5G standalone (SA) 
network in the country.

The announcement follows 
the allocation of 5G spectrum 
in the recently concluded auc-
tions in India.  This is the first 
partnership between Jio and 
Ericsson for radio access net-
work deployment in the country, 
according to a release.

Akash Ambani, Chairman 
of Reliance Jio, said, “We are 
delighted to partner with Er-
icsson for Jio’s 5G SA rollout...

We are confident that Jio’s 5G 
network will accelerate India’s 
digitalisation and will serve as 
the foundation for achieving our 

nation’s ‘Digital India’ vision”.
Jio’s Standalone 5G network 

deployment marks a “technol-
ogy leap” since it modernises 

the network infrastructure to 
deliver a truly transformative 
5G experience to consumers 
and enterprises, the release said.

Borje Ekholm, President and 
CEO of Ericsson, noted that 
India is building a world-class 
digital infrastructure that will 
drive innovation, job creation 
and entrepreneurship across 
the country. “We are happy to 
partner with Jio in those am-
bitions, through Ericsson 5G 
Standalone connectivity, which 
will be a major catalyst in meet-
ing those digital transformation 
goals across society, enterprise 
and industry,” Ekholm said.

SpiceJet to suspend 
operations in Sikkim 
from Oct 30

Gangtok: SpiceJet, the 
only carrier that runs daily 
flights to and from the green-
field airport in Sikkim’s Pa-
kyong, will suspend services 
in the hill state from October 
30 due to “operational con-
straints”.

According to a spokesper-
son of the budget airline, bad 
weather and low visibility were 
bottlenecks that led to the de-
cision. “SpiceJet flights to and 
from Pakyong airport have 
been temporarily suspended 
with effect from October 30, 
2022, due to operational 
constraints owing to the bad 
weather condition and low 
visibility at Pakyong.

“Pakyong is a VFR (Visual 
Flight Rules) airport and does 
not have instrument landing 
facilities To avoid inconve-
nience to our passengers, flight 
operations have been tempo-
rarily suspended. We will share 
an update once the services 
resume,” the spokesperson 
said. A notice to this effect 
has been put up at the recep-
tion and the ticket counter of 
the airport. 

FW Desk
Chandigarh

Pozitive Planet announced the 
launch of Pozitive Academy - a 
sponsored training initiative in 
Tri-city (Chandigarh,Mohali  
& Panchkula) for unemployed 
& underpaid employees to 
train them across domains 
whilst offering them a stipend. 
They also intend to increase 
their workforce in the coming 
year across their 12 companies.

Pozitive Academy is a CSR 
initiative built to contribute 
to & bridge the gap between 
the growing unemployment 
& the youth, especially post 
the pandemic. It is an effort 
to reconstruct a better and 
more resilient human capital 
as an essential investment for 
a stable future. This skill set 
development programme will 
hone raw talent that not just 
needs training but also certi-
fications that will add value to 
their resumes & help them get 
jobs that they aspire for. The 
stipend given is a motivation 
to learn while they get indus-
try training, seasoning them 
to work in demanding, high-
pressure environments across 
the globe. Pozitive Planet will 
also be hiring a set percentage 
of these young resources to 
place them in various domains 
within their umbrella. For the 
first batch, they intend to train 
100 participants at their Mo-
hali office.

To contribute to the agenda 

further, Pozitive Planet also 
intends to offer more than 500 
jobs in the coming year across 
sectors. The expansion plans 
of the conglomerate will open 
further opportunities for em-
ployees to garner global work 
experience (UK). They have 
just opened 2 new offices in In-
dia, taking their total number 
of offices to 6 globally. They 
are an equal opportunity em-
ployer that is gender neutral, 
unbiased & empowering. The 
average age of employees here 
is 29 years, and this makes it a 
perfect launch pad for young 
talent who is offered a global 
platform to build their careers.

Neeraj Bhatia, CEO & Co-
founder of Pozitive Planet was 
quoted as saying, “The plans for 
aligning the group with ESG 
(Environmental, social, and 

corporate governance) goals 
accelerated drastically post the 
pandemic. We are not just try-
ing to be a mere utility provider 
in the UK but also contribute 
extensively to society & environ-
ment. As part of our corporate 
social responsibility, we would 
like to support the local youth, 
empowering them with trans-
ferable skills and making them 
employable within various in-
dustry sectors.” 

The Pozitive Planet is a con-
glomerate of 12 companies 
that operate its business in the 
UK. It is driven by technology, 
experience, and commitment 
to bringing efficiencies in busi-
ness operations. It is a one-
stop shop for bespoke solutions 
across industries that believes 
in passing on their profits to 
the customers.

FW Desk
New Delhi

M. Nagaraju, IAS, Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of Coal stat-
ed creating awareness on under-
ground coal mining is the need 
of the hour. “In the last couple of 
years, the Government of India 
(GoI) has been trying to encour-
age underground mining,” he 
said at the conference that was 
held today on Underground Coal 
Mining - Challenges, Opportuni-
ties & Way. 

 We actually had put many 
underground mines out for 
auction, but not many opted for 
them as there are equally large 
numbers of open-cast mines 

available for bidding for a very 
low remuneration. Underground 
mining, everybody knows, costs 
higher than open-cast mining, 
so most businessmen wanting 
to have more profit opt for the 
latter,” he added.

The conference was organ-
ised by the apex industry body, 

Associated Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry of India 
(ASSOCHAM) with support 
of the Ministry of Coal.

Nagaraju, who was the guest 
of honour at the conference, 
noted that even though India 
has a rich legacy of underground 
mining, somehow it has moved 

away from it unlike countries 
like Chile, Australia, America, 
Canada and USSR. Extolling 
the benefits of underground 
mining, he explained, “Under-
ground mining is more impor-
tant if you take and compute 
the costs of environmental and 
climate change costs. Besides, 
large tracts of land need to be 
acquired for open cast mining, 
which is not the case with un-
derground mining. Also, the 
surface conditions of the land is 
not disturbed once the coal has 
been extracted, it can be closed 
without damaging the climate. 
So, it is desirable in terms of 
environmental as well as social 
costs.”

Pfizer India expands reach 
of online programme on 
antimicrobial resistance 
for nurses

FW Desk
New Delhi

Pfizer India and Americares 
India Foundation announced 
a partnership with the Trained 
Nurses Association of India 
(TNAI) to make TNAI a knowl-
edge, outreach, and certification 
partner for the OPEN-AMR 
(Online Platform for Educa-
tion among Nurses on AMR) 
programme. This programme 
is a web-based learning plat-
form to educate nurses on anti-
microbial resistance (AMR), 
which is one of the world’s top 
10 global public health threats, 
according to the World Health 
Organization.OPEN-AMR 
was launched in June 2022 in 
partnership with along with 
Americares India Foundation, 
a health-focused relief and de-
velopment organization.

Antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) occurs when microbes, 
such as bacteria and viruses, 
begin to resist the effects of the 
drugs used against them and 
become increasingly difficult to 
treat. AMR poses a significant 
public health threat. 

Electronics Mart shares 
rise nearly 53 pc in 
stock market debut

New Delhi:  Shares of con-
sumer durables retail chain 
Electronics Mart India on 
Monday made a strong mar-
ket debut, climbing nearly 53 
per cent against the issue price 
of Rs 59. The scrip made its 
debut at Rs 89.40, registering 
a jump of 51.52 per cent on the 
BSE. At the NSE, it listed at 
Rs 90, rallying 52.54 per cent. 
The Initial Public Offering 
(IPO) of Electronics Mart 
India received 71.93 times 
subscriptions on the final 
day of the offer on October 7. 
The IPO had a fresh issue of 
equity shares aggregating to 
Rs 500 crore with no offer-
for-sale component.  The price 
range for the offer was Rs 56-
59 a share. «Electronics Mart 
India Limited has debuted at 
Rs 90. The company›s strong 
listing can be attributed to 
strong interest from investors, 
reasonable valuations, and a 
sanguine growth outlook,» 
said Pravesh Gour, Senior 
Technical Analyst at Swastika 
Investmart Ltd.

New Delhi: Building a new 
life in India, the women Afghan 
refugees living in the national 
capital have established a full-
time career making handmade 
products and teaching handicraft 
to other refugee women.

Farida Khair Khwa, 46, an Af-
ghan refugee who arrived in India 
in 2016, teaches art and craft to at 
least 60 refugee women and asy-
lum seekers, free of cost in South 
Delhi’s Jangpura. “I teach art and 
craft to at least 60 women refugees 
as well as Asylum-seekers free of 
cost. The shop is situated near 
Samman Bazar in Bhogal,” Farida 
told to media The training school 
for art and crafts was started by 

Farida and two of her friends in 
April, aiming to help the young 
refugee women in India. “We 
started this business 6 months 
ago. We make earrings, key chains, 
handbags, purses, coasters, tradi-
tional clothes, and food as well. 
Farida, who has always been keen 
about art and crafts, said that 
she had a longstanding desire to 
own a business. “I always wanted 
to start a business of my own in 
Afghanistan, but I chose to focus 
on my family because my children 
were very young,” 

“After moving to India, I was 
looking for a job and gradually 
started talking about the idea to 
my refugee friends, who were 

equally interested,” she said.
Farida and her friends received 

help from ‘Silaiwaali’ -- a social 
enterprise in New Delhi which 
up-cycles waste fabric generated 
by clothing manufacturers for 

refugees to make handicraft items.
She said that the social enter-

prise not only helped them with 
materials, but also taught them 
how to advertise their products 
and paid them a monthly salary of 

Rs 5,000 for five months. “Social 
enterprise ‘Silaiwaali’ helped us 
a lot. They paid us salaries for a 
certain period of time and also 
taught us how to advertise our 
products. To get more students, 
we went and spoke to the refu-
gee women in Delhi about the 
idea and surprisingly, a lot of 
women were interested to learn 
it,”  Samira Faizi, 41, who is also a 
trainer at the art and crafts school 
for refugees, took shelter in India 
in 2021. Faizi worked as an arti-
san and trained other women in 
Afghanistan from 2014 to 2017, 
but she had to pause her career 
when her family decided to move 
to India in March, 2021.

New Delhi: In an effort to 
extend an enhanced, digital-
first customer experience, KFC 
India recently announced the 
launch of KFC Smart Restau-
rants across India. A first for the 
country, the all-digital restau-
rants are located in Hyderabad, 
Gurgaon, Chennai and Ben-
galuru, and are powered with 
state-of-the-art self-ordering 
kiosks. Equipped to facilitate 
multiple payment options, con-
sumers at these restaurants are 
encouraged to order themselves 
& pay digitally; thus, making 
access to their Bucket of KFC 
Chicken much easier & faster. 
With an aim to continue build-

ing restaurants of the future, 
the brand plans to launch 10 
more such restaurants by the 
end of the year. 

Telling us more about the 
brand’s foray into building 
futuristic restaurants, Moksh 
Chopra, GM, KFC India, said, 
“Our consumers are increas-
ingly turning to the digital 
medium - from food to gam-

ing, from their relationships to 
their careers, or simply to spend 
free time. According to reports, 
digital users in India have more 
than doubled over the last 5 
years and millennials are now 
spending around eight hours 
per day online. Strengthening 
our commitment to being easily 
accessible to our consumers, 
we have been on a deliber-
ate journey from CX to DX 
- enhancing customer experi-
ence through digital means. 
Whether it’s digitally through 
our improved KFC App, which 
is faster & more intuitive, or 
with our newly launched Smart 
Restaurants. 

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh

Trident Group Chairman Emeri-
tus Padmashree Rajinder Gupta 
was conferred upon with Lifetime 
achievement award in recognition 
of his valuable contributions to 
strengthening the Indian Textile 
Industry in the best national inter-
est & outstanding achievements at 
the Centenary year’s commemora-
tion of Cotton Association of India 
(CAI). The event was held recently 
at Jio World Center Mumbai.

The award was presented to 
Rajinder Gupta by Textile Com-
missioner Roop Rashi on behalf 
of Hon’ble Piyush Goyal, Union 
Minister of Textiles, Commerce 
& Industry Consumer Affairs and 
Food & Public Distribution, and  
Atul Ganatra President CAI.

Rajinder Gupta is presently also 
designated as Chairman, Board of 
Governors – Punjab Engineering 

College (Deemed to be Univer-
sity), Chandigarh, Chandigarh, 
Chairman of Advisory Council of 
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh & 
Himachal Pradesh of Federation 
of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
& Industry (FICCI)., Vice Chair-
man, Punjab State Economic Pol-
icy & Planning Board in the Rank 
of Cabinet Minister. He has been 
serving in the Cleveland Clinic 
International Leadership Board.

The Cotton Association of In-
dia (CAI), formerly known as the 
East India Cotton Association, 
was incorporated on 19 Oct 1921. 
With over 450 members repre-
senting all segments of the Indian 
cotton and textile industry, 17 
Regional Cotton Associations 
and four Co-operative Marketing 
Societies representing all upcoun-
try cotton-producing regions of 
the country affiliated to it, CAI 
is one of the oldest apex cotton 
bodies in India.

Oracle bets big on multi-
cloud offerings for Indian 
govt, public sector

As the Indian government 
doubles down on modernising 
its infrastructure in the digital 
era, Oracle on Thursday said 
its multi-Cloud offerings, which 
are fresh out of the oven, can 
help the public sector and state 
governments move to the cloud 
faster and in an efficient man-
ner. Oracle has two multi-Cloud 
offerings, one is the database 
service for Microsoft Azure and 
the other one is ‘One MySQL’ 
database service for Amazon 
Web Services (AWS), which have 
generated great traction among 
the private sector. According to 
Prasad Rai, Vice President of 
Global Strategic Clients Group 
at Oracle India, there is a great 
demand on the multi-Cloud of-
ferings among the government 
stakeholders as well.

ThinkerPlace, an EdTech 
company goes national on 
JioTv in collaboration with 
Padhega Bharat
FW Desk

Education in India is evolving in 
leaps and bounds. With several 
technologies having made their 
way into our lives, numerous 
EdTech platforms and com-
panies have been able to make 
significant contributions in this 
field. One such company that 
cannot go unnoticed is ‘Thinker-
Place’, an Ed-Tech company 
that provides end- to-end learn-
ing solutions for children across 
India through the introduction 
of S.T.E.M [Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering, Mathematics]-
based Educational DIY toys. 
Recently ThinkerPlace has suc-
cessfully achieved to go national 
on JioTv in collaboration with 
Padhega Bharat. 

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Panchkula

Omega Seiki Mobility, an An-
glian Omega Group Company, 
inaugurates its First State-of-
the-Dealership in Panchkula. 
Omega Seiki Mobility currently 
have 5 dealerships in Haryana, 
plans to open 30 dealerships by 
FY’ 23-24.

Commenting while inaugurat-
ing the dealership, UdayNarang, 
Chairman, Omega Seiki Mobility 
said,»We are delighted to launch 
one of our largest dealership in-
Panchkula. Each element of this 

modern showroom embodies the 
characteristics of the OSM brand 
and creates a unique progressive 

experience. OSM new dealer-
ship in Panchkulais a modern 
reflection of our desire to delight 

our customers in every aspect, 
right from the time a customer 
steps into the dealership. We are 
focusing on providing extensive 
after-sales support to our cus-
tomers and keep expanding in 
Haryana market.”

Yogeshh Kashyap, Owner of 
AKS International said, «We 
are proud to be a partner of 
Omega Seiki Mobility and to 
bring the Range of OSM Elec-
tric Vehicles to Panchkula. We 
are witnessing a good growth 
in Electric three wheeler com-
mercial and passenger segment 
in Haryana market. 

ITC invests in Mother Sparsh, baby care brand looks to raise Rs 100 cr Pristyn Care, IGF join hands to sponsor 
cataract surgery of underprivileged

Ericsson partners with Jio to build 5G standalone network

Pozitive Planet announces Academy for 
unemployed & underpaid employees of tri-city

Underground coal mining will help to reduce the import 
of high-grade coal from foreign sources: M. Nagaraju

KFC launches India’s first all-digital restaurants 

Lifetime achievement award conferred 
on Padmashree Rajinder Gupta at 
Centenary Year Celebrations of CAI

Omega Seiki Mobility opens new state-of-the-art AKS Int’l dealership in Panchkula, Haryana

Afghan refugees craft new life selling handmade products
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New Delhi: Shares of Axis 
Bank climbed over 6.5 %  in 
morning trade on Friday, af-
ter the firm reported a 66.29 
per cent jump in consolidated 
net profit for the September 
quarter.

The stock jumped 6.50 per 
cent to its 52-week high of Rs 
879.95 on the BSE.

At the NSE, it rallied 6.53 
per cent to its 52-week high 
of Rs 879.85.

The stock emerged as the 
biggest gainer on both Sensex 
and Nifty in morning trade.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark climbed 292.97 points 
or 0.49 per cent to trade at 
59,495.87.

Axis Bank on Thursday re-
ported a 66.29 per cent jump 
in consolidated net profit 
for September quarter at Rs 
5,625.25 crore, driven by a 
substantial decrease in bad 
loan provisions and margin 
expansion.

On a standalone basis, the 

third largest private sector 
lender reported a 70 per cent 
increase in its profit after tax 
for the July-September period 
at Rs 5,329.77 crore.

The core net interest income 
rose 31 per cent to Rs 10,360 
crore on the back of a 14 per 
cent growth in assets and a 
0.57 per cent expansion in the 
net interest margin at 3.96 
per cent.

On the asset quality front, 
there was an improvement 
in the gross non performing 
assets ratio at 2.50 per cent 
as against 3.53 per cent in the 
year-ago period and 2.76 per 
cent at the end of the June 
quarter.

The Indian rupee has weakened 
essentially due to the strength-
ening of the dollar index but it 
is holding well as compared 
to currencies of other emerg-
ing market economies, State 
Bank of India Chairman Dinesh 
Khara said.

Depreciation of the rupee is 
a cause of concern, especially 
for a country which has signifi-
cant imports, Khara told PTI 
in an interview on the sidelines 
of the annual meeting of the 
International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank here on 
Friday.

The rupee closed at 82.19 
against the US dollar on Friday 
amid a firm greenback overseas 
and sliding crude oil prices.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange market, the local 
currency opened at 82.26 and 
witnessed a high of 82.12 and 
a low of 82.43 before settling 
at 82.19.

The dollar index, which 
gauges the greenback’s strength 
against a basket of six curren-

cies, advanced 0.56 per cent 
to 112.99.

The Indian rupee is doing 
pretty well, Khara said.

“Better than us was only In-
donesia, which is generally a 
commodity economy and Brazil. 
So, these are the only two cur-
rencies which did better than 
us,” he said.

“It is essentially the strength-
ening of the dollar index... which 
is the cause of the weakness 
that we have seen in the rupee,” 
he said.

“I would say that the (Indian) 
currency has not behaved as 
volatile as perhaps the rest of 
the global currencies,” he added.

Khara said even though the 
rupee is holding ground, its de-

preciation is a cause of concern.
“It is very much a cause of 

concern, particularly for an 
economy which has got sig-
nificant imports. But... when 
the dollar is struggling, how 
much can the rupee hold? Still, 

I think in the given situation 
and circumstances, the rupee 
is holding well,” he said.

Referring to the interventions 
by the Reserve Bank of India, 
he said they are ways to check 
volatility.

Washington: The impact of a global recession, which 
is increasingly being feared by the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank, is unlikely to be as pronounced 
in India as compared to other countries, State Bank of India 
Chairman Dinesh Khara said.

With a projected growth rate of 6.8 %  and inflation “much 
under control”, India is doing reasonably well, Khara told 
to media the annual meeting of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank here on Friday.

“Majorly, it (India) is an inward-looking economy in 
terms of demand because a significant component of the 
GDP is essentially addressed to the domestic economy. So, 
from that point of view, I think it (global recession) will 
have an impact but it won’t be as pronounced as perhaps 
(it will be on) other economies which are fully coupled with 
the globe,” he said. “If we look at the beta factor, perhaps 
the Indian economy’s beta factor would be much lower as 
compared to some of the other larger economies that have 
a significant component of export,” he said.

Gandhinagar:  As many 
as 451 Memorandums of 
Understanding (MoUs) and 
agreements worth Rs 1.53 lakh 
crore were signed during the 
Defence Expo or DefExpo 2022 
at Gandhinagar, a senior of-
ficial said.

During the valedictory func-
tion of the 12th edition of Def-
Expo at the Mahatma Mandir 
convention centre, Defence Sec-
retary Ajay Kumar informed 

the audience that it had broken 
previous records in terms of 
business generation.

«This was the most outstand-
ing defence expo ever. It saw 
the highest number of exhibi-
tors, which is in addition to 
tens of thousands of business 
visitors. The extent of business 
this defence expo has generated 
has surpassed all the previous 
records,» said Kumar.

Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh and Gujarat Governor 
Acharya Devvrat were among 
those present on the dais during 
the function.

«In the last defence expo, 
which was held in 2020 in Luc-
know, 201 MoUs were signed. I 
am happy to report that today, 
451 MoUs and agreements were 
signed. It involves an estimated 
amount of Rs 1,53,000 crore,» 
said Kumar.

MoUs and agreements were 
signed between «industry and 
industry, industry and state 
governments and industry and 
central government,» he said.

The 12th edition of Defence 
Expo was the best to date and 
heralded an era of empower-
ment for the Indian defence 
sector, said Union minister 
Singh.

«This is the beginning of self-
reliance in the Indian Defence 
sector. This expo has shown 
that the future belongs to In-
dia. This expo has also shown 
that India will become a global 
defence manufacturing hub,» 
Singh added.

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
New Delhi

Following Hon’ble Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman›s 
announcement during the 
Union budget speech for 2022-
23 about the establishment of 
75 DBUs in 75 districts of the 
country in commemoration 
of the 75th anniversary of our 
country›s independence (Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsav) to ensure 
that digital banking benefits 
reach every part of the country, 
Punjab National Bank, nation’s 
leading public sector bank, 
unveiled four Digital Bank-
ing Units (DBUs) on Sunday 
in Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh), 
Bongaigaon (Assam), Gomati 
(Tripura), Aizawl (Mizoram) 
districts.

Hon’ble Prime Minister  
Narendra Modi dedicated 75 
Digital Banking Units (DBUs) 
across 75 districts to the nation 
via video conferencing on Sun-
day. Hon’ble Union Minister of 

Finance Smt Nirmala Sithara-
man and Governor of Reserve 
Bank of India Shri Shaktikanta 
Das were among those present 
on the occasion with others. 
Chief Ministers, Union Minis-
ters, State Ministers, Member 
of Parliaments, Bank Senior 
Executives and beneficiaries 
were connected via video con-
ferencing.

Hon’ble Union Minister of 
Social Justice & Empowerment 
Dr. Virendra Kumar and PNB 
Executive Director  Kalyan 
Kumar were present at PNB 

Digital Banking Unit in Jhansi. 
Hon’ble Cabinet Minister of 
Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
and the Cabinet Minister of 
AYUSH Sarbananda Sonowal, 
Hon’ble MLA from Bongaigaon 
Phani Bhusan Choudhury and 
PNB Executive Director Vijay 
Dube were present at PNB 
Digital Banking Unit in Bon-
gaigaon. Hon›ble Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare, Trans-
port & Tourism Minister of Tri-
pura Pranajit Singha Roy and 
PNB General Manager  Sunil 
Agarwal along with PNB Agar-

tala Circle Head Shri Anand 
Kumar were present at PNB 
Digital Banking Unit in Gomati. 
Hon’ble Member of Parliament 
from Mizoram C Lalrosanga 
and PNB General Manager Shio 
Shankar Singh along with PNB 
Imphal Circle Head Manish 
Debbarma inaugurated PNB 
Digital Banking Unit in Aizawl.

A Digital Banking Unit 
(DBU) is a specialized fixed-
point business unit / hub offer-
ing select digital infrastructure 
for delivering and servicing 
banking products & services 
digitally. At DBUs, banking 
products and services such as 
account opening, cash with-
drawal & deposit, digital loans, 
balance enquiry, fund transfer, 
passbook printing, FD/ RD, 
among others will be offered 
to customers in two zones - 
Self Service Zone (which will 
be open 24x7) and Digital As-
sistance Zone (where bank of-
ficials will guide customers for 
digital transactions). 

FW Desk
Delhi

DP World recently hosted “The India-
UAE Bridge; Dubai – India’s Gateway 
to the World” along with the Confed-
eration of Indian Industry (CII) for 
key business leaders in Mumbai to 
showcase the role of Jebel Ali Port 
and Free Zone in boosting non-oil 
trade between the UAE and India to 
$100 billion over the next five years, 
complementing the Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA). Trade between the two na-
tions has existed for decades and 
continues to deepen with the signing 
of the UAE-India Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement 

(CEPA) in February 2022. The CEPA, 
which officially came into force on 1 
May 2022, includes eliminating tariffs 
on more than 10,000 products and 
services over the next 10 years, which 
will have an enormous impact on 
trade between the two countries and 
the wider Gulf region. Despite macro-
economic and geopolitical headwinds 
across the globe, India and the UAE 
have seen an increase in trade, with 
DP World as a key logistics enabler. 
As per the Indian Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, India’s non-oil 
trade with the UAE witnessed a 14% 
increase during the July-August 2022 
period, just months after the CEPA 
came into force.

Competition Comm 
slaps Rs 1,337.76 crore 
fine on Google

New Delhi: The Competi-
tion Commission on Thursday 
imposed a penalty of Rs 1,337.76 
crore on Google for abusing its 
dominant position in multiple 
markets in the android mobile 
device ecosystem. Besides, the 
fair trade regulator has directed 
the internet major to cease and 
desist from unfair business prac-
tices. In a release, the Competi-
tion Commission of India (CCI) 
said it has also directed Google 
to modify its conduct within a 
defined timeline.

Tokyo:  Asian shares were mostly lower Friday in muted 
trading, as investors kept an eye on inflation.

Benchmarks fell in Tokyo, Seoul, Sydney and Hong Kong 
but rose in Shanghai and Mumbai.

Japan›s core consumer prices rose 3.0% in September from 
a year earlier, according to government data released Friday. 
That was the highest increase in eight years. It would also 
have been the highest in more than 30 years if the impact of 
introducing and raising the consumption tax was excluded.

The Bank of Japan has kept an ultra-low interest rate policy, 
while the Federal Reserve and other central banks have been 
raising rates to counter surging prices. Until recently, the 
Japanese central bank had devoted its efforts to fending off 
deflation, or the continued downward spiraling of prices.

In currency trading, the U.S. 
dollar rose to 150.25 Japanese 
yen from 150.09 yen, adding to 
pressure on the BOJ to tweak its 
monetary policy since a weaker 
yen amplified rising prices due to 
the higher costs for imports. The 
euro was little changed at 97.81 

cents, inching down from 97.87 cents. Japan›s benchmark Nikkei 
225 declined 0.2% in morning trading to 26,951.59. Australia›s 
S&P/ASX 200 shed 0.5% to 6,698.60. South Korea›s Kospi 
edged down 0.1% to 2,215.53. Hong Kong›s Hang Seng fell 
0.1% to 16,256.95, while the Shanghai Composite gained 0.5% 
to 3,048.97. Shares opened 0.3% higher in Mumbai. The overall 
mood remains cautious, with the paring of gains in Wall Street 
and yields trending higher on a more hawkish policy outlook, Yeap 
Jun Rong, a market strategist at IG in Singapore, said in a report.

IMF asks countries to preserve 
vital foreign reserves amidst 
appreciating dollar
Washington: The IMF 
has urged countries to pre-
serve vital foreign reserves to 
deal with potentially worse 
outflows and turmoil in the 
future, amidst appreciation of 
the US dollar and deprecia-
tion of other major curren-
cies, including the Indian 
rupee.

In a blog post by the First 
Deputy Managing Director 
of the IMF Gita Gopinath 
and the global lending body’s 
Chief Economist Pierre-Oliv-
ier Gourinchas, they said that 
in such a fragile environment, 
it is prudent to enhance re-
silience. Although emerging 
market central banks have 
stockpiled dollar reserves 
in recent years, reflecting 
lessons learned from ear-
lier crises, these buffers are 
limited and should be used 
prudently.

Remitly Ushers in 
New Era of Regional 
Growth in Asia-Pacific
FW Desk

Remitly, a leading digital fi-
nancial services provider for 
immigrants and their families 
in over 170 countries around 
the world, today announced 
key business milestones in the 
Asia-Pacific (APAC) region. Re-
mitly has expanded its global 
footprint to include Japan and 
New Zealand. To date, Remitly 
has helped customers send $2.5 
billion in remittance volume 
from APAC, and the company 
is poised for further growth as 
access to its trusted platform 
becomes available to millions of 
new customers in the region. Ac-
cording to the World Bank, re-
mittances sent from Japan have 
doubled since 2015 to $8.25 
billion in 2020. Additionally, 
personal remittances sent from 
New Zealand nearly quadrupled 
over the past 20 years, totaling 
close to $875 million. 

FW Desk

Speaking at the Finance in 
Common Summit in Abidjan, 
Thomas Östros, Vice-President 
of the European Investment 
Bank (EIB), announced the ex-
tension of the Bank’s SheInvest 
initiative to mobilise another 
€2 billion of gender-responsive 
investment across Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. In less than 
three years since the launch of 
SheInvest at the end of 2019, 
the EIB has mobilised a total 
of €2 billion of investment to 
boost gender equality and 
women’s economic empow-
erment in Africa, together with 
its partners on the continent 
and through Team Europe.

EIB Vice-President Thom-
as Östros said: “I am very proud 
of what the SheInvest initia-
tive has achieved over the past 
three years. It has been a game 
changer in our EIB support for 
women-led enterprises across 
Africa. Combining this success 
with our track record of gen-
der projects in Asia and Latin 
America as well — ranging 
from gender-responsive metro 
projects in India, to access to 
finance for women entrepre-
neurs in Brazil — it was a 
natural next step for us to not 
only raise the bar in monetary 
terms, but also geographically 
expand this initiative.”

SheInvest is complemented 
by a €2 million technical as-
sistance programme, the Afri-
can Women Rising Initiative, 
which provides capacity build-

ing and mentoring to women 
entrepreneurs and supports 
intermediaries in designing 
financial and non-financial 
services tailored to their needs 
in sub-Saharan Africa.

Under this initiative, the 
EIB and the Development 
Bank of Rwanda (BRD) are 
today signing a new coopera-
tion agreement that will en-
able BRD to increase access to 
finance for women and develop 
targeted advisory services for 
women entrepreneurs in micro 
to small and medium-sized 
enterprises in the country. 
The two banks already jointly 
financed a €30 million long-
term facility at the end of 2021 
to help companies impacted by 
COVID-19.

BRD Chief Executive Officer 
Kampeta Sayinzoga said: “At 
BRD, we have a saying — ‘the 
best gift you can give a woman, 
is the gift of choice.’ With the 
African Women Rising Ini-
tiative, we are excited to give 
women-led enterprises the gift 
of financial choice, by imple-
menting policies and a strategy 
that provides them with access 
to finance, capacity building 
and mentoring. It is, therefore, 
our pleasure to join hands with 
the European Investment Bank 
in this effort to design and offer 
financial services tailored to 
women’s needs in our region. 
Championing gender equality 
and equity in financial services 
is the direction we are taking 
for the goals we want to achieve 
for women empowerment.”

The Indian economy will stay 
on course despite global head-
winds and is projected to grow 
at seven per cent in fiscal 2022-
23, Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has said, attributing 
this to the conducive domestic 
policy environment and focus 
on key structural reforms.

Sitharaman’s remarks came 
during her intervention at the 
plenary session of the interna-
tional Monetary Finance Com-
mittee (IMFC) on Friday.

The meeting itself, she said, is 
being held at a juncture when the 
global economic outlook is cloud-
ed by key downside risks: growth 
slowdown in major economies, 
cross-border effects due to the 
ongoing geopolitical situation, 
inflationary pressures led by es-
calating food and energy prices 
that have adversely impacted 
vulnerable economies.

Despite global headwinds, 
the Indian economy will stay on 
course and is projected to grow 
at seven per cent in FY 2022-23. 

This is an outcome of the condu-
cive domestic policy environment 
and the government’s focus on 
key structural reforms to boost 
growth, she said. She told mem-
bers of the IMFC that the Indian 
Government has taken initiatives 
to protect growth while pursuing 
inflation management.

The government has ensured 
the availability of free food grains 
to more than 800 million vul-
nerable families for the past 25 
months, through the country’s 
massive public distribution net-
work, she said.

Last-mile delivery of financial 
services to the poor has been a 
key priority of the government 
and this has been aided by India’s 
digital public good infrastructure. 
Today, India is leading the world 
in terms of digital payments in-
novations with our transaction 
cost being the lowest in the world, 
Sitharaman said. Of the view 
that the IMF needs to increase 
resources available for emerg-
ing and low-income countries 

to safeguard the global financial 
system, Sitharaman underscored 
that concluding the 16th Gen-
eral Review of Quotas (GRQ) 
by December 15th, 2023 is vital 
for increasing the voting rights 
of emerging market economies 
(EMES) in line with their relative 

positions in the world economy.
India’s quota in the IMF, 

which determines voting shares 
in the multi-lateral lending agen-

cy, is 2.75 per cent. China’s quota 
is 6.4 per cent and that of the US 
is 17.43 per cent.

A general review allows the 
IMF to assess the adequacy of 
quotas in relation to both the 
members’ balance of payments 
in financing needs and the Fund’s 

ability to help meet those needs.
Observing that a key down-

side risk to global recovery is 
the exacerbated debt distress 

in many low-income countries, 
Sitharaman said it is therefore 
important that the IMF provides 
the necessary support to deal 
with the balance of payments-
related vulnerabilities.

As such she welcomed IMF’s 
recent initiative of a new food 
shock window to help countries 
address food insecurity.

On climate change, she em-
phasised the importance of a 
multilateral approach with the 
principles of equity and common 
but differentiated responsibilities 
and respective capabilities.

India has set out an ambitious 
climate action path through its 
updated Nationally Determined 
Contributions that demonstrates 
India’s commitment at the high-
est level to decoupling economic 
growth from greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Transfer of climate finance 
and low-cost climate technolo-
gies from developed to develop-
ing countries has assumed critical 
significance, Sitharaman said.

Asian Paints plans Rs 2,650 cr 
backward integration, including 
white cement JV in UAE

In a major backward integra-
tion move, paint major Asian 
Paints Ltd will invest about Rs 
2, 650 crore to manufacture 
Vinyl Acetate Ethylene Emul-
sion (VAE) and Vinyl Acetate 
Monomer (VAM) in India and 
white cement in the UAE.

While the VAE and VAM 
investment will be made within 
India the manufacturing of the 
white cement will be under a 
60:40 joint venture in Fujairah, 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
with Riddhi Siddhi Crusher & 
Land Transport (Riddhi Sid-
dhi), Fujairah, UAE, Associated 
Soap Stone Distributing Com-
pany Private Limited (ASD), 
India and others. The outlay for 
the VAE and the VAM project 
will be about Rs 2, 100 crore 
and for the white cement, it 
will be about Rs. 50 crore. The 
investment will be made over 
a period of three years, includ-
ing the land cost for VAE and 
VAM and over two years for 
white cement.

FW Desk 

Indian rupee hit record low of 
83 against the US dollar follow-
ing consistent strengthening 
of the greenback. Sharp fall in 
rupee against the US dollar also 
led to equity markets erasing 
intraday gains. 

Fresh weakness in rupee 
came after dollar strength-
ened against all the major 
currencies of the world  after 
inflation in United Kingdom 
accelerated to a 40-year high 
in September as the soaring 
cost of food squeezed household 
budgets. The consumer price 
index rose 10.1 %, compared 
with 9.9 %  the previous month, 
the Office for National Statistics 
said Wednesday. The new data 
shows inflation returned to the 
July peak and is once again at 
the highest since early 1982.

The increase was driven by 
food prices, which leapt by 14.5 
per cent from a year earlier, the 
biggest jump since 1980, the ONS 
said. The rise increases expecta-
tions that the Bank of England 
will raise interest rates further 
and faster as it struggles to return 
inflation to its 2 % target. Pound 
Sterling weakened on Wednesday 
after hotter-than-expected con-
sumer price inflation and fears 
of a deeper recession bolstered 
expectations of a less aggressive 
rate hike by the Bank of England 
in November.�Agencies Inputs

Punjab National Bank Unveils Four Digital Banking Units

Asian shares mixed as investors 
keep eyes on inflation

Axis Bank shares climb 
over 6.5 per cent post 
earnings announcement

Indian rupee’s depreciation essentially due 
to strengthening of dollar index: SBI Chief

India unlikely to be hit as hard by global recession 

MoUs worth Rs 1,53,000 cr signed at DefExpo 2022

EIB expands SheInvest initiative 
& strengthens cooperation with 
Development Bank of Rwanda

Gender equality 

Despite global headwinds, Indian economy 
will stay on course: FM Sitharaman

DP World’s Jebel Ali Port and Free Zone key 
to boosting India-UAE trade to $100 billion
India-UAE Trade Bridge 
event highlighted robust 
bilateral trade ties between 
the two nations and 
efforts to boost trade and 
investment opportunities

Indian Rupee falls to record 
low of 83 against US Dollar
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British Prime Minister Liz 
Truss resigned from her post 
on Thursday evening. She 
resigned from her post say-
ing that she is finding herself 
unable to work further in this 
position. She has also made 
the record of becoming the 
Prime Minister of Britain for 
the shortest time. Now the 
opposition in the country has 
demanded fresh elections for 
the lower house.

Remember, a month and a 
half ago, in the election for the 
leader of the Conservative Party, 

she defeated Rishi Sunak of 
Indian origin in a tough contest. 

Now there is a possibility of 
Rishi becoming the leader of 
the Conservative Party again 
and the PM of Britain.

Truss found herself in a 
very difficult position amid 
the deteriorating condition 
of the UK economy, so he ten-
dered his resignation shortly 
before now. She has also made 
the record of becoming the 
Prime Minister of Britain for 
the shortest time. Now the 
opposition in the country has 
demanded fresh elections for 
the lower house.

Kampala (Uganda): 
A group of Ugandan activists 
launched a legal challenge on 

Monday to controversial new 
legislation criminalising some in-
ternet activity in the East African 

country. Their petition to the con-
stitutional court argues that the 
description of computer-related 
crimes in the bill enacted with 
President Yoweri Museveni›s 
signature last week violates the 
right to freedom of expression 
and criminalises some digital 
work, including investigative 
journalism. In presenting their 
petition at the court in the capital, 
Kampala, the petitioners were 
backed by silent protesters who 
carried multiple placards say-
ing «This law is worth break-
ing.» The legislation increased 
the restrictions introduced in a 
controversial 2011 law on the 
misuse of computers.

Australia drops recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital

Canberra:  Australia has 
reversed a previous govern-
ment’s recognition of West Je-
rusalem as Israel’s capital, the 
foreign minister said Tuesday.

The center-left Labor Party 
government Cabinet agreed 
to again recognize Tel Aviv 
as the capital and reaffirmed 
that Jerusalem›s status must 
be resolved in peace negotia-
tions between Israel and the 
Palestinians, Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong said.

Australia remained com-
mitted to a two-party solution 
to the conflict between Israe-
lis and Palestinians, and we 
will not support an approach 
that undermines this prospect, 
Wong said.

Israel›s Prime Minister Yair 
Lapid expressed disappoint-
ment in Australia›s changed 
position. «Jerusalem is the 
eternal undivided capital of 
Israel and nothing will change 
that, Lapid said in a statement. 
Israel›s Foreign Ministry said 
it will summon the Australian 
ambassador over the issue.

Former conservative Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison for-
mally recognized West Jeru-
salem as Israel›s capital in 
December 2018, although the 
Australian embassy remained 
in Tel Aviv. The change fol-
lowed then-U.S. President 
Donald Trump›s decision to 
shift the U.S. Embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Presi-
dent Joe Biden has kept the 
embassy in Jerusalem as the 
U.S. steps back from its once-
intense mediation between 
the Israelis and Palestinians, 
who have not held substan-
tive peace talks in more than 
a decade.

Wong described Morrison›s 
move as out of step interna-
tionally and a cynical play» 
to win a byelection in a Syd-
ney locale with a large Jewish 
population.

Morrison›s Liberal Party 
ran Jewish candidate Dave 
Sharma who was defeated 
in the byelection but won 
the seat in the next general 
election.

San Juan (Haiti): The US 
and Canada sent armoured ve-
hicles and other supplies to Hai-
ti on Sunday to help police fight 
a powerful gang amid a pend-
ing request from the Haitian 
government for the immediate 
deployment of foreign troops.

A US State Department state-
ment said the equipment was 
bought by Haiti’s government, 
but it did not provide further 
details on the supplies flown on 
military aircraft to the capital of 
Port-au-Prince.

A spokesman for the US mili-
tary’s Southern Command said 

he could not provide further 
details on the supplies sent, 
though he added it was a joint 
operation involving the US Air 
Force and Royal Canadian Air 
Force. “This equipment will as-
sist (Haiti’s National Police) 
in their fight against criminal 
actors who are fomenting vio-

lence and disrupting the flow of 
critically-needed humanitarian 
assistance, hindering efforts to 
halt the spread of cholera,” the 
State Department said.

The equipment arrived more 
than a month after one of Haiti’s 
most powerful gangs surround-
ed a fuel terminal and demanded 
the resignation of Prime Min-
ister Ariel Henry. Demonstra-
tors also have blocked roads in 
major cities to protest a sharp 
rise in fuel prices after Henry 
announced in early September 
that his administration could no 
longer afford to subsidise fuel.

London: Prayers for peace 
recited by priests from the Hare 
Krishna Temple and the lighting 
of candles marked this year’s Di-
wali celebrations in the Houses of 
Parliament complex in London.

The celebration was held in 
the State Rooms of the Speaker’s 
House, described as the grandest 
residence within the Palace of 
Westminster, on Monday eve-
ning. It marked the largest Diwali 
event of its kind in the Parliament 
complex, which brought together 
cross-party parliamentarians, 
diplomats, community leaders 
and International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness (ISK-
CON) representatives.

I would like to wish all com-
munities celebrating Diwali 

peace and joy, both here and 
across the world, said Commons 
Speaker Sir Lindsay Hoyle.

Opposition Labour Party 
Leader Sir Keir Starmer joined 
Bhaktivedanta Manor ISKCON 
Temple President Visakha Dasi, 
veteran Indian-origin Labour 
MP Virendra Sharma and Lib-
eral Democrat House of Lords 
peer Navnit Dholakia to light 
the candles following prayers 
concluding with Om Shanti’.

Washington:  First lady Jill 
Biden took her husband’s unity 
agenda to an unlikely venue on 
Monday, when conservative cable 
station Newsmax aired an in-
terview with her about cancer 
research.

Curing cancer is a central goal 
for President Joe Biden, whose 
eldest son, Beau, died from a 
brain tumor seven years ago. 
Last month he urged Americans 
to embrace a moonshot initiative 
to reduce deaths, one of several 
objectives that he hopes crosses 
party lines in today›s divisive 
political environment. It›s not 
a red issue, a blue issue,» the 
first lady told Newsmax. «Cancer 
affects every American.

It was a friendly conversation 
on a channel that›s better known 
for its excoriations of the presi-

dent and his fellow Democrats. 
Newsmax is also facing a law-
suit for broadcasting false claims 
about voter manipulation. The 
channel has denied wrongdoing. 
The interview was conducted 
by Nancy Brinker, who hosts 
a show on the cable channel 
and founded the breast cancer 
organization Susan G. Komen 
for the Cure. The organization 
is named for Brinker›s sister, 
who died of cancer.

Biden and Brinker have 
known each other for years, and 
they previously teamed up in 
Palm Beach, Florida, for a June 
23 event on cancer screening. 
They spoke on Saturday at the 
University of Miami Sylvester 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
and the interview is being aired 
during breast cancer awareness 

month. Biden said four of her 
friends were diagnosed with 
breast cancer in 1993, and one 
of them died. She said the expe-
rience drover her to create the 
Biden Breast Health Initiative, 
which educated young girls in 
Delaware about breast health.

«Early detection is the key, 
because if you catch it early, you 
have so much better chance of 
surviving breast cancer,» Biden 
said. She encouraged people to 

catch up on any cancer screen-
ings that they delayed during 
the coronavirus pandemic. More 
people are going back and they›re 
realizing, gosh, I forgot to get my 
colonoscopy, she said. «I didn›t 
get my mammogram. I didn›t get 
my skin screening.» Biden talked 
about the impact of Beau›s death, 
describing how the tragedy had 
shaken her faith.

I didn›t give up hope, ever, 
until he took his last breath, she 
said. When that happened, I had 
this empty, angry feeling. Biden 
said years later, a woman ap-
proached her at a church in South 
Carolina and said, I want to be 
your prayer partner. She credited 
that relationship in helping to 
restore her faith. I felt like it was 
God›s way of saying to me, OK, 
you come back, Biden said.

London:   British police 
said on Monday they were 
investigating the assault of a 
Hong Kong pro-democracy 
protester who was beaten 
up on the grounds of the 
Chinese consulate in the city 
of Manchester.

The man, who is in his 30s, 
told the BBC that unidentified 
Chinese men from the consulate 
building dragged him inside the 
consulate and assaulted him 
during a protest Sunday.

Greater Manchester Police 
said its officers intervened and 
removed the protester from the 
consulate grounds due to our 

fears for the safety of the man.
Around 30 to 40 people gath-

ered outside the Chinese Con-
sulate, and local patrols were in 
the area to help maintain the 
peaceful protest, police said. 
Shortly before 4 pm, a small 
group of men came out of the 
building and a man was dragged 
into the consulate grounds and 
assaulted.

The protester remained in the 
hospital Monday for treatment, 
police said. No arrests have yet 
been made.

Video on the BBC website 
showed a scuffle breaking out 
in front of the consulate after 

masked men tore down and 
took away the protesters› plac-
ards. The video appeared to 
show several men wearing face 
masks beating up someone who 
had been pushed to the ground 
amid the scuffles.

Downing Street said the in-
cident was deeply concerning,» 
adding that police had stepped 
up patrols in the area.

The Chinese consulate in 
Manchester did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for 
comment. Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin told reporters in Beijing 
that he was not aware of the 
incident but added the Chinese 
embassy and consulates in the 
United Kingdom always abide 
by local laws.

At a press briefing Tuesday, 
Hong Kong leader John Lee 
said he did not have the full de-
tails about the case but trusted 
that the UK government would 
handle the incident in accor-
dance with the Vienna Conven-
tion on Consular Relations and 
British law.

US to continue imposing 
sanctions on Russian, 
Iranian arms trade: 
White House
Washington: The United 
States will continue to vigor-
ously enforce sanctions on Rus-
sian and Iranian arms trade, the 
White House said, asserting that 
it will stand with the people of 
Ukraine for as long as it takes. 
This will make it harder for Iran 

to sell these 
weapons to 
Russia, White 
House Press 
Secretary Kar-
ine Jean-Pierre 
told reporters at 

her daily news conference on 
Monday. There is extensive 
proof of Russia using Iranian 
drones to target military and 
civilian targets in Ukraine, she 
added. “We’ll continue to vigor-
ously enforce US sanctions on 
both the Russian and Iranian 
arms trade -- that’s what we’ll 
do from here, make it harder 
for Iran to sell these weapons to 
Russia. And we’ll stand with our 
partners throughout the region 
against that Iranian threat,” 
Jean-Pierre said.

Tijuana:  Jose Maria Garcia 
Lara got a call asking if his 
shelter had room for a dozen 
Venezuelan migrants who 
were among the first expelled 
to Mexico under an expanded 
US policy that denies rights to 
seek asylum.

We can›t take anyone, no 
one will fit, he answered, 
standing amid rows of 
tents in what looks like a 
small warehouse. He had 
260 migrants on the floor, 
about 80 over capacity and 
the most since opening the 
shelter in 2012. The phone 
call Thursday illustrates how 
the Biden administration›s 
expansion of asylum 

restrictions to Venezuelans 
poses a potentially enormous 
challenge to already 
overstretched Mexican 
shelters. The US agreed to 
let up to 24,000 Venezuelans 
apply online to fly directly to 
the US for temporary stays but 
said it will also start returning 
to Mexico any who cross 
illegally a number that topped 
25,000 in August alone.

The US expelled 
Venezuelans to Tijuana and 
four other Mexican border 
cities since Wednesday, said 
Jeremy MacGillivray, deputy 
director of the United Nations› 
International Organisation for 
Migration in Mexico. 

Washington:  Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman has 
urged the World Bank to avoid 
a «unidimensional» view of the 
subsidies provided by the Indian 
government and asserted that 
it is important to differentiate 
between «distortive subsidies» 
and «targeted support» to the 
vulnerable households.

Speaking at an intervention 
of the World Bank Develop-
ment Committee›s meeting on 
Friday, Sitharaman said that 
subsidies have made a defini-
tive contribution in improving 
India›s performance on several 
key parameters of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG).

We urge the Bank to avoid 
a unidimensional view of sub-
sidies. It is important to dif-
ferentiate between distortive 
subsidies and targeted support 

to the vulnerable households, 
Sitharaman said. As an illustra-
tion, she said that by providing 
free LPG connections under the 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojna 
over the last six years, the Indian 
Government has ensured that 
access to clean cooking methods 
has achieved near saturation 
for women in India. This has 
made a definitive contribution in 
improving India›s performance 
on several key parameters of 
SDG, she said.

During her intervention, she 
told the Development Com-
mittee members that while 
the quest for energy and food 
security necessitates non ex-
clusion of fossil fuels from our 
energy mix, India has set up 
its first pure hydrogen produc-
ing plant as well as its first 2G 
bioethanol refinery this year. 

Going forward, she suggested 
three clear opportunities for 
the World Bank Group.

First, promoting behaviour 
change to increase energy effi-
ciency and to reduce food losses. 
Programmes like the Lifestyle 
for the Environment launched 
by India on the World Environ-
ment Day this June, in which 
World Bank President David 
Malpass delivered a wonder-

ful keynote address, can main-
stream responsible consumption 
behaviour, she said. Second is 
helping all client countries in 
arranging concessional financ-
ing and technology transfer in 
areas like renewable and green 
energy. And third is supporting 
regional integration not only 
through IDA but also through 
IBRD, the minister said.

On financing climate and 

development goals, the World 
Bank is uniquely placed to bring 
together all stakeholders for de-
veloping an investment strategy 
for climate and development 
finance, she observed.

Yet, we must never lose focus 
on the internationally agreed 
basic principle of common but 
differentiated responsibilities. 
This necessitates avoidance of 
a one-size fit-all approach, she 
told the Development Commit-
tee. Mitigation of risks is es-
sential for crowding in private 
capital. While welcoming the 
launching of SCALE, we en-
courage the Bank to increase 
the share of grants from the 
current five per cent level and 
to work below the country level 
to support projects with huge 
climate impact beyond the na-
tional borders, Sitharaman said.

Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation pledges USD 1.2B 
to eradicate polio globally

Berlin: The Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation says it will 
commit USD 1.2 billion to the 
effort to end polio worldwide. 
The money will be used to help 
implement the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative’s strategy 
through 2026. The initiative is 
trying to end the polio virus in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, the 
last two endemic countries, the 
foundation said in a statement 
Sunday. The money also will be 
used to stop outbreaks of new 
variants of the virus. The an-
nouncement was made Sunday 
at the World Health Summit in 
Berlin. The foundation says in a 
statement on its website that it 
has contributed nearly USD 5 
billion to the polio eradication 
initiative. The initiative is trying 
to integrate polio campaigns 
into broader health services, 
while it scales up use of the novel 
oral polio vaccine type 2.

The group also is working to 
make national health systems 
stronger so countries are bet-
ter prepared for future health 
threats, the statement said. “The 
last steps to eradication are by 
far the toughest. 

Russian military 
personnel based in Crimea 
have been piloting Iranian 
drones: US

Washington: The US has 
alleged that Russian military per-
sonnel based in Crimea have been 
piloting Iranian drones and as-
serted that it will pursue all means 
to expose, deter and confront Iran’s 
provision of these munitions against 
the Ukrainian people. John Kirby, 
NSC Coordinator for Strategic 
Communications, also claimed 
that there was clear evidence that 
Iranian military personnel were 
on the ground in Crimea. We can 
confirm that Russian military per-
sonnel that are based in Crimea 
have been piloting Iranian UAVs, 
using them to conduct strikes across 
Ukraine, including strikes against 
Kyiv in just recent days, Kirby told 
reporters during a conference call 
here on Thursday.

Top UN official decries 
global trampling of 
women’s rights

United Nations:  The 
trampling of women’s rights 
and deeply ingrained misog-
yny are connected in many 
ways to today’s global chal-
lenges, from the proliferation 
of conflicts to increasing as-
saults on human rights, the 
UN deputy secretary-general 
said on Thursday.

Amina Mohammed told a 
UN Security Council meeting 
on women, peace and secu-
rity that despite decades of 
evidence that gender equality 
offers a path to sustainable 
peace and conflict prevention, 
we are moving in the opposite 
direction.

We cannot separate the 
perilous state of peace in our 
world from the destructive 
effects of patriarchy and the 
silencing of women›s voices, 
she said.

Liz Truss resigns as UK PM, 
opp demands fresh elections

US, Canada send armoured vehicles to bolster Haiti’s police

Digital activists challenge Uganda’s 
harsh new internet law

First lady Jill Biden talks cancer prevention on NewsmaxUK Parliament celebrates 
Diwali with prayers, candles

UK police probe assault of protester at Chinese consulate

Finance Minister Sitharaman urges World 
Bank to avoid unidimensional view of subsidies

US shift on Venezuelan migrants 
fuels anxiety in Mexico

Mumbai: UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres 
on Wednesday paid tributes 
to the victims of the 26/11 ter-
ror attacks at the Taj Mahal 
Palace hotel in Mumbai on 
the first day of his three-day 
visit to India.

Accompanied by Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde and Deputy CM Deven-
dra Fadnavis, Guterres placed 
a foral wreath at the 26/11 at-
tacks memorial in the hotel.

It is the UN chief’s first visit 
to India since his second term 
in office commenced in Janu-
ary. He had earlier visited the 
country in October 2018 dur-
ing his first term at the top 
office.

Guterres landed in Mumbai 
on Wednesday shortly after 
midnight via a commercial 
flight from London. He was 
greeted by senior Maharashtra 
government officials on arrival.

He later drove to the Taj 
Mahal Palace hotel in south 
Mumbai, where he paid trib-
utes to the victims of the 26/11 
terror attacks.

The Taj Mahal Palace hotel 
was one of the targets of the 
horrific 26/11 terror attacks 
in 2008.

Guterres will deliver a public 
address at Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT), Mumbai on 
the subject -- “India @75: UN-
India Partnership: Strengthen-
ing South-South Cooperation” 

later in the day, before flying 
to Gujarat.

The UN secretary gen-
eral will join Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at an event 
relating to the Mission LiFE 
(Lifestyle for Environment) in 
Gujarat’s Kevadiya on October 
20. His visit to the country 
comes more than a week be-
fore the UN Security Council 
Counter-Terrorism Committee 
holds its two-day deliberations 
in India.

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar would hold bilat-
eral discussions with Guterres 
on issues of global concern, 
steps to deepen India’s engage-
ment with the UN, including 
through the country’s upcom-
ing presidency of the G20.

In Kevadiya, Guterres is ex-
pected to pay floral tributes at 
the Statue of Unity, the MEA 
said, adding that he will also 
visit the country’s first solar-
powered village in Modhera 
(Gujarat) and other develop-
ment projects in the area.

The UN secretary general 
will also visit the Sun temple 
in Modhera, before departing 
from Mumbai for Singapore 
late Thursday night, an of-
ficial said.

UN Secretary General Guterres 
pays tributes to 26/11 terror 
attacks victims in Mumbai
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HigHligHt of tHe week1    no one can stop nation whose youth 

works with spirit of nation first: pm at 

ncc rally2  ’unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets 

aside suspension of 12 Bjp mlas from 

maha assembly3   omicron not result of recombination 

between previous variants:  
study

New Delhi: prime Minis-

ter narendra Modi on thurs-

day proposed elevating ties 

with central asia to an un-

precedented new level, guid-

ed by an “ambitious vision” 

shared by india and the five 

post-soviet republics.”our 

cooperation has achieved 

many successes over the past 

three decades. and now, at 

this crucial juncture, let us 

define an ambitious vision 

for the coming years as well,” 

pM Modi said in the first 

india-central asia summit 

held in a virtual format.
the prime Minister stressed 

the region’s security and pros-

perity can be guaranteed only 

if the india and central asian 

countries firmly bond. pM 

Modi wanted to “make it clear 

that mutual cooperation be-

tween india and central asia 

is essential for regional secu-

rity and prosperity”.
He pointed out that “cen-

tral asia is central to india’s 

vision of an integrated and 

stable extended neighbour-

hood”. central asia and West 

asia are the key pillars defin-

ing india’s doctrine of engag-

ing its “extended neighbour-

hood”.
second, the prime Min-

ister made it plain that the 

next phase of ties can be an-

chored only if the new delhi-

central asia relationship is 

firmly institutionalised at all 

levels drawing many layers 

of stakeholders. “the second 

objective is to give an effective 

structure to our cooperation. 

this will establish a framework 

of regular interactions at dif-

ferent levels and among vari-

ous stakeholders.the prime 

Minister said that the third 

objective of the summit was “to 

create an ambitious roadmap 

for our cooperation.”referring 

to the centrality of regional 

security, the prime Minister, 

specially cited the common 

concern shared by india and 

central asia to defuse turbu-

lence in afghanistan. 
“We are all concerned about 

the developments in afghani-

stan. in this context also our 

mutual cooperation has be-

come more important for re-

gional security and stability,” 

pM Modi said. analysts point 

out that the prime Minister’s 

initiative to deepen structural 

linkages with central asia has 

at least four major objectives. 

First, the new initiative seeks 

to revive the natural historical 

and civilisational ties between 

india and the region in the 

digital age. second, as india’s engage-

ment-from culture, economy, 

energy and military---deepens, 

it will serve an antidote to 

region’s critical reliance on 

china, and the temptation to 

embrace turkey, which is woo-

ing these countries on account 

of their turkic cultural roots. 

india shares this perception 

with russia, whose president, 

Vladimir putin was in new 

delhi last month. third, in-

dia sees secular central asian 

countries as bulwarks to re-

verse the tide of fundamental-

ism and extremism radiating 

from afghanistan and paki-

stan. Fourth, central asia is 

rich in natural resources-an 

element which can be fused 

in india’s atmanirbhar Bharat 

vision.the prime Minister 

spotlighted that india has 

deep relations with all of the 

central asian countries. He 

cited kazakhstan, which had 

emerged unscathed of a seri-

ous bout of internal instability, 

as an important partner in 

india’s energy security.
looking ahead, the pM 

Modi said that the summit will 

also focus on trade, connectiv-

ity, development partnership, 

culture, and people-to-people 

ties. india is keen that the 

landlocked central asia sees 

the iranian port of chabahar 

as the natural gateway to the 

indian ocean, instead of over-

relying on the pakistani ports 

of karachi and the Gwadar in 

the conduct of its seaborne 

international trade. AGeNCieS

PM flags intent to elevate India-Central Asia 

ties to a new level during first regional summitmodi saId  Central Asia is central to India’s vision 

of an integrated and stable extended 

neighbourhood  We are all concerned about the 
developments in Afghanistan. In this 

context also our mutual cooperation 

has become more important for 
regional security and stability

New Delhi: emphasising president ram nath kovinds 

compassion, two retiring majestic horses, Vikrant and Viraat, 

will be retained in the presidents Bodyguard.Both decisions, 

to retain Vikrant and Viraat, are in line with india’s high 

traditions of humane treatment of animals and aligned to 

president ram nath kovind’s own compassion for them it 

is learnt.all policies pertaining to army animals are issued 

by the army headquarters. 
Hence, presidential Bodyguard animals also follow the 

regulations of the Ministry of defence (Mod), president’s 

Bodyguard sources said.the Mod is the administrative 

ministry and only competent authority to explain queries 

pertaining to upkeep of animals.However, the president’s 

Bodyguard will be making a request to the army headquar-

ters to retain Virat in the regiment for his retired life as 

a mark of respect for his services, president’s Bodyguard 

sources said.it is learnt that another majestic horse, Vikrant, assigned 

to president’s Bodyguard and retiring around the same 

time, may be retained similarly. 
AGeNCieS

president’s Bodyguard to 
retain retiring horses vikrant, 

viraat as mark of respect

New Delhi: terming it 

unconstitutional and arbi-

trary, the supreme court 

on Friday set aside the year-

long suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly.a bench headed 

by Justice a.M. khanwilkar 

said the suspension could 

have only been for a session 

of the House. it further added that the 

resolution for suspending 

the 12 BJp Mlas for a year 

was illegal and declared it 

ineffective.on January 19, 

the top court reserved the 

verdict on petitions challeng-

ing the one-year suspension 

of the 12 BJp Mlas from 

the Maharashtra legislative 

assembly for their alleged 

misconduct and misbehav-

iour in the House in July, 

last year.a battery of senior advo-

cates -- Mahesh Jethmalani, 

Mukul rohatgi, neeraj kis-

han kaul, and siddharth 

Bhatnagar argued for the 

suspended legislators. 
the senior advocates 

were assisted by advocates 

siddharth dharmadhikari 

and abhikalp pratap singh.

senior advocate c.a. sun-

daram, representing the 

Maharashtra government, 

argued the act of suspending 

a member from the legisla-

tive assembly for one year is 

not barred by the constitu-

tion. the petitioners’ coun-

sel contended that merely 

exercising inherent power 

can the House act contrary 

to the constitution, and no 

preliminary power can go 

beyond the constitution or 

fundamental rights.
the petitioners argued 

that there was no justifica-

tion of suspension, which 

affects the right of the con-

stituency. rohatgi empha-

sized that the decision of 

1-year suspension is grossly 

irrational, as there was non-

compliance with natural jus-

tice.during the hearing, the 

top court had observed that 

the suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly in July, for a year, 

for misbehaving with the 

presiding officer in chair, 

both inside and outside the 

assembly, was “worse than 

expulsion”.the suspensions came 

after the legislators had 

misbehaved with the then 

speaker-in-chair, Bhaskar 

Jadhav for refusing them 

sufficient time to speak.the 

suspended BJp legislators in-

clude -- ashish shelar, Girish 

Mahajan, atul Bhatkalkar, 

Jaykumar rawal, yogesh 

sagar, narayan kuch, ab-

himanyu pawar, sanjay kute, 

ram satpute, parag alvani, 

kirtikumar Bhangadiya and 

Harish pimpale. AGeNCieS

‘unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets aside 

suspension of 12 BJp Mlas from Maha Vs
New Delhi: india got its 

first-ever export order for 

BrahMos missiles on Friday 

when the philippines’ de-

fence Ministry signed usd 

374 million contract with the 

BrahMos aerospace pvt ltd 

(Bapl) to supply undisclosed 

number of missiles, military 

officials stated.the Bapl, an india-russian 

joint venture, produces the su-

personic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from sub-

marines, ships, aircraft, or from 

land platforms.the usd 374 

million contract is to supply 

shore-based anti-ship BrahMos 

missiles to the philippines’ navy, 

the military officials noted.
in a statement, the defence 

Ministry said: “the Bapl 

signed a contract with the 

department of national de-

fence of the republic of phil-

ippines on January 28, 2022, 

for supply of shore-based 

anti-ship missile system to 

the philippines.””the Bapl 

is a joint venture company 

of the defence research and 

development organisation. 

the contract is an important 

step forward for Government 

of india’s policy of promoting 

responsible defence exports,” 

it added.india has already 

deployed a sizeable number 

of the Brahmos missiles and 

other key assets in several stra-

tegic locations along the line 

of actual control with china 

in ladakh and arunachal 

pradesh. 
AGeNCieS

India gets first-ever export order for Brahmos 

missiles; philippines signs usd 374 million contract

New Delhi:   since the 

election commission has 

banned physical campaigning 

due to prevailing covid-19 

situation in the country and 

the political parties are doing 

virtual rallies, the commis-

sion is keeping a close tab 

on the money spent on these 

rallies.
the commission has 

banned the physical rallies 

till January 31 this year and 

will review the situation after 

that.according to the sources, 

the commission’s observers 

are keeping a tab on the cam-

paign contents, which are be-

ing circulated during these 

virtual rallies.the commission on Jan-

uary 14, had conducted a 

detailed meeting with the 

government officials who 

have been designated as 

general, police and expen-

diture observers, who were 

asked to keep close watch 

on the expenditure during 

these virtual rallies too.dur-

ing the meeting with election 

observers the ec underlined 

the twin concerns on expen-

diture and content on virtual 

mode while the chief elec-

tion commissioner sushil 

chandra reminded ‘expendi-

ture observers’ to be innova-

tive in countering ‘new and 

latest methods of inducement’ 

to the voters.the poll panel has issued 

the guidelines to ensure that 

money spent on virtual cam-

paign is fully accounted for in 

the expenditure statements 

filed by candidates and po-

litical parties.the commis-

sion has already amended the 

format of expenditure state-

ment by adding column for 

virtual rallies.the candidates 

are expected to file the details 

of rallies including the num-

ber of virtual rallies, amount 

spent and also the campaign 

contents shared during these 

rallies.
the eci has also directed 

the social media platform 

companies to ensure compli-

ance with the voluntary code 

of ethics amid heavy online 

campaigning due to ban of 

rallies.the commission has 

increased the expenditure 

limits for the forthcoming as-

sembly elections and under the 

new order issued on January 

6, 2022, the maximum limit 

for the expenditure by a can-

didate in Manipur and Goa is 

fixed at rs 28 lakh while for 

the other three states punjab, 

uttar pradesh, uttarakhand is 

fixed at rs 40 lakh. AGeNCieS

eci keeping close watch on 

expenditure of virtual rallies
new delhi:  Vice president and rajya sabha chairman 

M. Venkaiah naidu will chair the meeting of the rajya 

sabha floor leaders on January 31, ahead of Budget session 

of the parliament.this meeting will take place virtually as 

precautionary measure against the covid-19 spread.in the 

customary meeting ahead of the important session, the 

chairman will ask for the co-operation of all political parties 

for the smooth running of the House.recently, the rajya 

sabha chairman also tested positive for covid-19 and now 

he has been recovering, sources said.the government has 

called an all-party meeting on January 31 to discuss issues 

and legislative business for the budget session.the all-party 

meeting of floor leaders will be held virtually.Floor leaders of all the po-litical parties in both the Houses of parliament are invited for the meet-ing to discuss issues and legislative business in the ensu-ing smooth functioning of the Bud-get session.the meeting will be held virtually at 3 p.m.the Budget ses-

sion of parliament will be held in two parts.First part will 

be held from January 31 till February 11, and the second 

part will be held from March 14 to april 8. 
iANS  

naidu to chair meeting 
of rs floor leaders ahead 

of Budget session

New Delhi: Former Vice president Hamid ansari and 

actress swara Bhaskar participated in an event by iaMc 

on republic day, an organisation which tried to get india 

blacklisted by the us, disinfolab said in a report."Former 

Vp ansari & actor swara Bhaskar participating in an event 

by iaMc to 'save pluralism' on #republicday they may 

not know: iaMc paid money to get india black-list by the 

us is linked with Jamaat-e-islami (Jei) & linked with the 

fraud in name of covid crisis," 

disinfolab said in a tweet.uapa 

was imposed on indian american 

Muslim council (iaMc) last year 

for spreading fake news to incite 

communal violence and reinforc-

es the narrative of minority plight 

in india - from fabricated stories 

on caa to tripura violence, the 

report said. iaMc members like 

kaleem kawaja have been vocal supporter of taliban.direc-

tor of operations in iMana is Zahid Mahmood, who is a 

former pak navy official. coincidentally, iMana is also 

linked with islamic society of north america (isna), a 

Muslim Brotherhood front in the us.iaMc is headed by 

rasheed ahmed, who was executive director (2008-17) 

of another shady front -- islamic Medical association of 

north america (iMana).  

AGeNCieS

hamid ansari attends Iamc event which 
had tried to get India blacklisted

The Budget is  people-friendly and progressive. Along with strengthening economy, it will create 
new opportunities in the 

sphere of infrastructure, 
investment and jobs.”NareNdra Modi, Prime Minister

banking & finance
Crypto not currencies as 

they are not issued by the 
central bank: FM 

P4economy & policyLower, middle and higher 
income groups tend to agree 

mostly on Budget 
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○  defence `1,93,407 crore○  eneRGY `1,47,190 crore○  commUnIATIon 

`21,394 crore○  SocIAL SeRVIce 

`1,78,906 crore 
  

         aLLOTMENT                                 ○  eneRGY 
`1,47,190 crore

○  TRAnSPoRT `1,25,357 crore
○  mSmeS 
`5,000 crore

○  AVIATIon `4,000 crore 

  aLLOCaTION          ○  edUcATIon `1.04 lakh crore
○  home AffAIRS `1,85,776 crore

○  RAILWAYS `1.40 lakh crore
○  commUnIcATIon `1.05 lakh crore 

  sECTORWIsE              
○  AGRIcULTURe 
`1.32 lakh crore

○  defence `5,25,166 crore
○  heALTh `82,600 crore

○  InfRA `1.99 lakh crore   
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vantage  pointDelhi govt receives 1,300 
responses from people 

for its ‘Swaraj Budget’ 
Delhi Budget 2022-23 will bring 

back the derailed economy of 
the city on track and foster 

economic growth 
P2

 
Budget focuses on 

welfare: NaddaThe Union Budget focused 
on upliftment of the poor 

and weaker sections P3
 

66.8 pc feel Budget will 
strengthen the economy 

The Budget well when 
it comes to long-term 

prospects despite the 
hardships they are facing 

at the moment 
P5Govt cuts customs duty 

on some mobile parts
The govt on Tuesday announced duty concessions 

on certain mobile phone 
parts that may make some 

of the mobile handsets 
cheaper.  

P7

with 35% hike, huge push for capital expenditure; digital assets taxed

whats  up

whats down

NEWDELHI: With a special 

focus on capital expenditure, 

Union Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore 

Budget 2022-23 in Lok Sab-

ha. Eyeing 8% growth in the 

upcoming fiscal, the govern-

ment has planned to extend 

Rs 1 lakh crore interest-free 

loans to states. The personal 

income tax rates have been 

left untouched. The growth 

projection is based on oil price 

projection of $70-75 per bar-

rel next fiscal and against the 

current price of $90.
The CapEx head saw a rise 

by 35.4%, around Rs 2 lakh 

crore, as the economic blue-

print pegged it at Rs 7.50 lakh 

crore against the last year al-

location of Rs 5.54 lakh crore. 

In the current financial year, 

the growth rate is expected 

to be 9.2%. The draft also 

indicates that economic ac-

tivity has recovered to pre-

pandemic level and it is well 

placed to take on challenges 

in 2022-23. The Finance Ministry has in-

creased tax deductions for in-

vestments in pension schemes 

for government employees 

besides proposing 30% tax 

on cryptocurrencies. 
The fiscal deficit has plunged 

to 6.9%. This is estimated to 

be at 6.4% in the next finan-

cial year. National Highways will be 

extended by 25,000 km with 

a hike of Rs 1 lakh crore. The 

scope of PM GatiShakti Na-

tional Master Plan will en-

compass the seven engines 

— Roads, Railways, Airports, 

Ports, Mass Transport, Wa-

terways and Logistics Infra-

structure — for economic 

transformation, seamless 

multimodal connectivity and 

logistics efficiency.
The MGNREGA’s allocation 

is Rs 73,000 crore. The fund 

for Rural Development De-

partment has been hiked to Rs 

1,35,944 crore. In agriculture 

sector, the govenment will 

boost the use of Kisan Drones 

for crop assessment, pesti-

cide spray and land record 

digitisation. Natural farming 

along Ganga will also be the 

government’s focus. 
With mental healthcare in 

mind, the government will set 

up a National Digital Health 

Ecosystem and National Tele 

Mental Health Programme. 

The defence sector drew sig-

nificant attention of the Cen-

tre as it saw a hike of 9.82% 

rise at an overall allocatoin 

of Rs 5,25,166 crore for the 

Ministry of Defence. The capi-

tal for new acquisitions has 

been hiked by over 12%. The 

capital budget for the Border 

Roads Organisation has been 

increased to Rs 3,500 crore. 

 

AGENCIES

EYE ON 8% GROWTH Who
What

Said
The visionary Budget will 

help make India the world’s 
leading economy. The Budget will 

change the economy scale. Its 
size (Rs 39.45 lakh crore) shows 

our economy is rapidly growing 

even in the pandemic.”
aMit Shah, Union Home Minister 

The Budget is mostly 
for capitalists. The country is 

gradually turning into unequal 

as nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 
have been provided to the big 

industrialists.”
P. chidaMbaraM, Former Finance Minister

People had high 
expectations from the Budget 

during Covid period. It has left 
people disappointed as the Union 

Budget offers nothing for them. 

Nothing has been done to bring 

respite from inflation.”
arviNd kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister

NEW DELHI: Amid the 

Central leadership hailing the 

Budget as people-friendly, Op-

position leaders have slammed 

the government, terming it a 

“Pegasus spin budget”. 
After Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

the Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget 

2022-23 in the Lok Sabha, 

Congress leaders, including 

Rahul Gandhi, said it was a 

“Lollypop budget”. They al-

leged it had exposed the gov-

ernment’s “anti-farmer and 

anti-poor” face. West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee termed it 

a “Pegasus spin budget” that 

provided nothing to the com-

mon people who have been 

“crushed” by unemployment 

and inflation.Senior Congress leader and 

former finance minister P 

Chidambaram dubbed the 

Budget as “the most capital-

ist” and said the country was 

turning into “very unequal” as 

nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 

have been provided to the big 

industrialists.Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 

the Budget was nothing but 

an attack on subsidies and old 

rhetoric. The Congress wrote 

on Twitter that the salaried 

and middle classes waited in 

anticipation for a Budget to 

help them through their trou-

bles, but the Lollipop Budget 

has proved that time spent 

waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come 

under BJP rule is nothing but 

time wasted.”Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal dubbed the Union 

Budget as “disappointing” and 

said it has nothing for the com-

mon people.CPM general secretary Sita-

ram Yechury questioned the 

government on the purpose of 

the Budget and asked why the 

wealthy have not been taxed 

further. “Budget for whom? 

The richest 10% Indians own 

75% of the country’s wealth. 

The bottom 60% own less 

than 5%. Why are those who 

amassed super-profits during 

the pandemic, while jobless-

ness, poverty & hunger have 

grown, not being taxed more?” 

Yechury asked in a tweet.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 

Mayawati said the Budget 

has been brought to “woo the 

public with new promises” and 

alleged that the Centre has 

forgotten to implement its old 

announcements.Swaraj India president Yo-

gendra Yadav said  the gov-

ernment took its “revenge” on 

farmers for leading a successful 

movement against the now-

repealed farm laws. AGENCIES

Opposition leaders see Lollypop, 

Pegasus spin in govt blueprint‘Why are those who amassed wealth during the 
pandemic, while 

joblessness, poverty 
grew, not being taxed more?’

Following are the highlights of the 2022-23 Budget presented 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: 

HEALtH AND SANItAtIoN

  The Ministry of Ayush has got Rs 3,050 in the Union Budget 

2022-23, a slight increase of 2.69% from 2021-22 when 

Rs 2,970 crore was earmarked for the same.  

  Budget documents show that the spending on medical 

and public health has been reduced from Rs 74,820 crore 

in 2021-22 to Rs 41,011 crore in 2022-23 due to lower 

requirement of vaccination. 

  The health sector has been allocated Rs 86200.65 crore. 

This is an increase of 16 per cent over Rs 73,931 crore in 

2021-22.DEfENCE  The defence budget has been hiked to Rs 5.25 lakh crore 

from last year when the allocation was Rs 4.78 lakh crore. 

  The major thrust is on procurement of weapons and military 

platforms from domestic players as well as to involve them 

in defence research and development.

  According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 68% 

of the outlay for defence procurement will be set aside for 

buying from domestic industry and that 25% for defence 

research and development (R&D) will be kept for collabo-

ration with the private sector.

  An independent nodal umbrella body will be set up for 

private players to meet their requirements for testing and 

new technologies and to get the certification.

  The overall defence budget of 5,25,166 crore including 

Rs 1,19,696 crore for defence pensions is an increase of 

9.8% compared to last year’s total outlay. The defence 

budget excluding the pension component stands at Rs 

4,05,470 crore.
  Separately, Rs 20,100 crore has been set aside for the 

Ministry of Defence (civil).
EDuCAtIoN  The allocation for the education sector has been increased 

to Rs 1.04 lakh crore from Rs 93,224 crore (Budget esti-

mate) in 2021-22.
  The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, laid emphasis 

on digital modes of education to reverse learning losses 

caused by the Covid pandemic. The revised estimate for 

2021-22 is Rs 88,001 crore.

   ‘One class-one TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA will 

be expanded from 12 to 200 TV channels. This will enable 

all states to provide supplementary education in regional 

languages for Class I-XII.

  School education has got Rs 63,449.37 crore, SamagraShiksha 

Abhiyan Rs 37,383.36 crore, Kendriya Vidyalayas Rs 7,650 

crore and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas Rs 4,115 crore. 

Higher Education has been allocated Rs 40,828 crore 

AGrICuLturE  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare have 

got Rs 1,32,513 crore, which is a hike of 4.5 per cent than 

the  last year’s budgetary allocation. 

  Rs 6,407.31 crore has been kept aside for the Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. This is around 

44 per cent compared to the last year’s sum.

  The Food Processing Industry has been allocated   

Rs 2,941.99 crore, a hike of over 200 per cent.

  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Yojana has been allocat-

ed Rs 6,75,000 crore and crop insurance scheme  

Rs 15,500 crore.

* Barring diamond traders, the Budget has nothing much  

to offer to the jewellery industry.

  Headphones 
   Electronic toys

   Earphones 
  Unblended fuel

  Smart meters 
   Loudspeakers

  Imitation jewellery    Solar cells

   Solar modules 
   Umbrellas

   X-ray machines

  Phone camera lens   Apparel

  Phone charger 
  Frozen mussels

  Methyl alcohol 
   Cocoa beans

  Polished diamond*   Acetic acid

  Computer, laptop   Asafoetida

The highlighTs

NEWDELHI: Terming it a “zero-sum 

budget”, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 

alleged that the Union Budget 2022-23 

had nothing for those hailing from poor 

and middle class families. “There is despair 

all around our country, our youth have no 

future and once again the Modi govt’s budget completely 

ignores this painful reality,” he wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, taking a dig at him, Finance Minister Sith-

araman said Rahul, as a leader of the oldest political 

party, should understand what was being said. 

Nothing for poor, middle class: Rahul

MuMbAI:Presenting the Bud-

get, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman proposed to tax any 

income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset at 30 per cent 

and impose a 1 per cent tax de-

duction at source of transactions 

above a monetary threshold.
Sitharaman said it should 

not be seen as a step towards 

legalising or recognising crypto-

currencies. “There is a process of 

consultation, which is going on, 

about crypto,” she said.
Though it made some experts 

feel that the measure was a step 

towards legitimising it, a day 

later, Finance Secretary TV So-

manathan cleared the air that 

cryptocurrency would never be 

a legal tender. In an interview, 

Somanathan said just like gold 

and diamond, despite being 

valuable, are not a legal tender, 

private cryptocurrencies too will 

never be a legal tender.
Earlier, Sitharaman said tax-

ing the digital currencies was 

justified as there had been a 

phenomenal increase in trans-

actions in virtual digital assets, 

making it imperative to provide 

for a specific tax regime.
There will also be no deduc-

tion in respect of any expendi-

ture or allowance except the cost 

of acquisition while computing 

this income. Also, the loss from 

transfer of virtual digital assets 

cannot be set off against any 

other income. Estimates put 

the number of crypto investors 

between 1.5 and 2 crore.

In order to capture the trans-

action details, Sitharaman also 

proposed TDS on payment made 

for transfer of virtual digital at 

1%. Gift of virtual digital assets 

is also proposed to be taxed in 

the hands of the recipient, she 

said. Security agencies have ex-

pressed concerns over the mis-

use of digital coins on Dark Web 

for terror acts, drugs trafficking 

and money laundering.
“Virtual digital assets have 

gained tremendous popularity 

in recent times and the volumes 

of trading in such digital assets has 

increased substantially. Further, 

a market is emerging where pay-

ment for the transfer of a virtual 

digital asset can be made through 

another such asset. Accordingly, 

a new scheme to provide for taxa-

tion of such virtual digital assets 

has been proposed in the Bill,” the 

explanatory memorandum of the 

Finance Bill notes.  AGENCIES

30% tax, but crypto won’t be legal: Govt

New policy

FINaNCe SeCReTaRy TV SomaNaThaN SayS 
CRyPToCURReNCy, jUST 

lIke gold & dIamoNd, wIll 
NeVeR Be a legal TeNdeR

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi has said digital rupee, 

proposed in the Budget, can be ex-

changed for cash and will open new 

opportunities in the fintech sector.

While addressing the ‘Atmanirbha 

Arthavyavastha’ (self-reliant econ-

omy) symposium organised by the 

BJP, he said the central bank digital 

currency or the digital rupee will 

make online payments more se-

cure and risk free and boost digital 

economy in the years to come.
“The digital rupee will be the digital 

form of our physical rupee and will 

regulated by the RBI. This will be 

such a system that will enable ex-

change of physical currency with 

digital currency,” Modi said at the 

symposium, attended by senior party 

leaders.“Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) will strengthen the digital 

economy,” he added. AGENCIES

A lot more in fintech sector: PM

@FWMedia_tweets fw.thefinancialworld@thefinancialworld

Mumbai:  Actor Shruti Haasan 
will be headlining the interna-
tional feature film «The Eye», to 
be directed by Daphne Schmon.

The psychological thriller, which 
hails from Fingerprint Content, 
will feature actor Mark Rowley 
of «The Last Kingdom» fame op-
posite Haasan, reported entertain-
ment news website Deadline.

Haasan also shared the news in 
a post on Instagram.

«Super stoked to be a part of 
‹the eye› with the loveliest team 
!!! Storytelling is my fave thing in 
this whole world and to be a part 
of this one is pure...

Haasan earlier featured in 
American series «Treadstone», 
which was set in the same universe 
as Matt Damon›s «Bourne» film 
series.

«The Eye has a screenplay by 
Emily Carlton. The story centres 
on a young widow who travels back 
to the island where her husband 
died, to spread his ashes.

Upon learning the true nature 
of what may have claimed his life, 
she is tempted by a dark choice 
that could bring him back.

The cast also includes Anna 
Savva, Linda Marlowe and Chris-
tos Stergioglou. The movie will 
start shooting in Athens and Corfu 
later this month.

Haasan will next be seen in film-
maker Prashanth Neel›s upcoming 
directorial «Salaar», co-starring 
Prabhas.

FW Desk
New Delhi

ASSOCHAM CSR Council, 
under  the ILLNESS TO 
WELLNESS initiative, hosted 
a webinar on “Good Digestion 
– Healthy Life” with the para-
mount objective to cascade 
awareness and disseminate 
knowledge about digestive 
health and nutritional ben-
efits for healthier, happier, 
and prosperous life. 

Digestion is significant be-
cause our body derives nutri-
ents from food and drink to 
work properly and stay healthy 
by breaking down complex 
foods into accessible and re-
quired nutrients transforming 
into energy for growth and 

repair. When we talk about 
digestive health, we’re refer-
ring to the proper functioning 
of the system. The wellness of 
human body reflects with a 
good digestion.

In his welcome address, 
Anil Rajput, Chairperson, 
ASSOCHAM CSR Council  
said without the proper diges-
tive system, the food cannot 
break down and body can-
not absorb nutrients from the 
food like ammino acids, fatty 
acids, protein and sugars that 
provide energy to the human 
body. A healthy gut leads to 
improved overall health . It 
will eradicate the consequenc-
es of having stomach ache, 
liver diseases, bowel problems 
and so on. 

Rihanna reportedly 
records 2 new songs 
for ‘Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever’
It has been rumoured that sing-
er Rihanna will contribute to the 
soundtrack of ‘Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever’.

According to reports, the Bar-
badian beauty has recorded two 
new songs for the upcoming 
Marvel superhero picture.

The new songs she’s dropping 
reportedly include the end cred-
its song, but this 
should be taken 
with a grain of 
salt as neither 
Marvel nor Rih 
has confirmed her involvement 
in the potential blockbuster, 
reports aceshowbiz.com. Fur-
ther fueling the speculation of 
her new music, Rihanna has 
just changed her TikTok pro-
file picture. The 34-year-old 
updated her page on the video-
sharing platform with an image 
of her wearing a bright yellow 
sweatshirt along with sporty 
sunglasses. The avatar shows 
the new mother with her long 
dark hair arranged over one 
side of her shoulders.

Tokyo:  The bribery scandal 
tied to the Tokyo Olympics 
won’t go away, sullying the 
legacy of the organising com-
mittee as Japan continues in 
talks with the International 
Olympic Committee to land 
the 2030 Winter Olympics 
for Sapporo.

On Wednesday, a former 
advertising executive at the 
center of a widening scandal 
tied to Olympic sponsorships 
was arrested for the fourth 
time on suspicion of receiving 
bribes; this time from a 
Japanese advertising company 
ADK Marketing Solutions.

Japanese media reports 
said prosecutors raided the 
offices of ADK and Tokyo-
based doll maker Sun Arrow, 
which produced the Tokyo 
Olympic and Paralympic 
mascots named Miraitowa 
and Someity.

Haruyuki Takahashi has 
been arrested and re-arrested 
and earlier charged with 
accepting bribes from officials 
at three other companies: 

Aoki Holdings, a clothing 
company that dressed Japan›s 
Olympic team; major Japanese 
publisher and entertainment 
company Kadokawa, and 
Daiko Advertising Inc.

Takahashi has been in 
custody since August.

Takahashi is a former 
executive at Japanese 
advertising giant Dentsu, 
which helped land the Games 
for Tokyo and then lined up 
record domestic sponsorship of 
more that USD 3 billion. This 
was at least twice as much as 
any previous Olympics.

Mumbai: Actress and online 
sensation Shehnaaz Gill shared 
a frame with fellow Punjabi boy 
Vicky Kaushal.

Shehnaaz took to Instagram, 
where she shred a motley of pic-
tures. In one image she is seen 
hugging Vicky as the two pose 
for the camera. For the caption, 
she wrote: “Hun bani na gal…2 
Punjabi ek frame vich.”

The two were attending pro-
ducer Ramesh Taurani’s Diwali 
bash, which also saw the who’s 
who of Bollywood including Ka-
trina Kaif, Riteish Deshmukh, 
Rakul Preet Singh and Shilpa 
Shetty among many others. 
On the acting front, Vicky has 
just wrapped up a schedule for 

the film ‘Sam Bahadur’. ‘Sam 
Bahadur’ is the story of India’s 
greatest war hero and first Field 
Marshal, Sam Manekshaw. Sam 
Manekshaw’s Army career 
spanned over four decades and 
five wars. He was the first Indian 
Army officer to be promoted to 
the rank of Field Marshal and 
his military victory in the 1971 
Indo-Pak war led to the libera-
tion of Bangladesh.

The film, which features Vicky 
in the titular role, also stars San-
ya Malhotra and Fatima Sana 
Shaikh. ‘Sam Bahadur’ is set to 
arrive in theatres in 2023. Sheh-
naaz, on the other hand, will be 
seen in Salman Khan-starrer 
‘Kisi Ka Bhai... Kisi Ki Jaan’.

Karan Deol pens an 
emotional note as his 
father Sunny turns 65

Bollywood Actor Sunny 
Deol turns 65 , his son ac-
tor Karan Deol has shared 
an emotional note for his 
father, saying his world 
revolves around him.

He mentioned: “My en-
tire world revolves around 
you. From taking my first 
step into this world to 
taking my first step in the 
world of cinema, you have 
been my guide. In this jour-
ney of life, you have not 
only guided me through 
cinema but also life.”

Born on October 19, 
1956, in the village of Sahn-
ewal in Punjab, Sunny has 
been part of several movies 
like ‘Ghayal’, ‘Jeet’, ‘Dami-
ni’, ‘Ghatak’, ‘Border’ and 
‘Gadar’.

“I have always admired 
how true you are to your art 
and fans. There’s no ladder 
that can make me reach 
what you have achieved. 
But I promise to give every-
thing to make you proud. 
Happy Birthday to you 
Dad, “ added Karan.

Actor-producer Priyanka Cho-
pra Jonas, who is currently in 
Kenya, has appealed to people 
across the world to support 
UNICEF’s efforts against the 
country’s hunger crisis.

In a video shared on her 
official Instagram account on 
Monday night, the UNICEF 
Goodwill Ambassador said 
children in the African country 
are “starving to death” and 
funds are needed to fight the 
catastrophe.

“Children are starving to 
death and millions are on the 
brink of starvation. This is the 
face of the climate crisis, and 
here in Kenya it’s happening 
right now. But, there is hope 
and there are solutions. “Over 
the next few days I’ll be show-
ing @unicef’s immense efforts 

happening on the ground to 
save lives. BUT in order to 
reverse this unprecedented 
crisis, money is desperately 
needed to ensure the good 
work continues,” Priyanka 
wrote in the caption.

As a new mother, the 
40-year-old actor said the 
urgent situation “hits” her 
differently. She and singer-
husband Nick Jonas (30) wel-
comed daughter Malti Marie 

Chopra Jonas in January, via 
a surrogate.

“I am very uneasy today. 
My mind is in a million places 
at one time, I am really feel-
ing on the edge. It’s been this 
way since I boarded my flight 
from LA.

“I am in Kenya with UNI-
CEF to see first hand the severe 
crisis that is unfolding. And 
as a new mother, it really hits 
differently. I know it’s going to 

be tough but I want to take you 
on this journey,” she further 
said in the video.

According to the official 
UNICEF website, soaring food 
prices across the world made 
worse by the war in Ukraine 
and three failed consecutive 
rainy seasons have forced fami-
lies across Djibouti, Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Somalia to leave 
everything behind in search 
of food and water.

“Families cannot cope with 
higher food prices, their live-
stock are dying off, and their 
incomes are drying up. They 
have nowhere left to turn. Mil-
lions of children are fighting 
severe acute malnutrition, in 
the worst hunger crisis of our 
generation,” the United Na-
tions agency said.

Mumbai: Filmmaker Sooraj 
Barjatya said he let go of all the 
“trappings” of his previous films, 
including naming a character 
Prem, for his upcoming movie 
“Uunchai”

Popular for star-studded 
family dramas such as “Hum 
Aapke Hain Koun..!”, “Hum 
Saath-Saath Hain” and “Vivah”, 
“Uunchai” is Barjatya’s first film 
in seven years. His last release 
was “Prem Ratan Dhan Payo” 
(2015).

The director said the CO-
VID-19 pandemic prompted 
him to accept changing times.

“In this film, I have moved 
away from all my earlier trap-
pings. There once was a charm 
that if you name (a character) 
Prem, the film will work.

“But I have let go of that. In 
the pandemic, everything was 
slipping away, so there was no 
point holding onto anything,” 
Barjatya told reporters at the 
trailer launch of “Uunchai” here. 

Billed as a drama about four 
friends, played by Bachchan, 

Anupam Kher, Boman Irani 
and Danny Denzongpa, the Ra-

jshri Productions film marks 
a lot of firsts for the director. 
Barjatya said he had never set 
his movies beyond film studios 
but for “Uunchai”, he travelled 
to real locations across the coun-
try, including Kanpur, Agra, 
Gorakhpur, and even the snow-
capped Himalayas.

“It was liberating for me,” he 
added.  According to the film-
maker, “Uunchai” is the “most 
challenging film” of his 35-year 
filmmaking career.

Actress Priyanka Chopra Jonas 
has unfollowed comedian-actor 
Hasan Minhaj on social media. 
Minhaj had earlier mocked the 
Nobel Peace Prize winner and 
female education activist Malala 
Yousafzai for following him on 
Instagram.

Recently, Hasan shared a 
video, of what looks like a pro-
motion of his upcoming show, 
on his Instagram, as he wrote 
in the caption: “Okay, it’s gettin’ 
outta hand @malala!”

The video begins with the title 
‘Malala claps back’ and features 
Hasan in the video as he says: 
“On October 4th, I made a joke 
about Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Malala. I said she follows me on 
Instagram and I don’t follow 
her back. Then on October 5th, 
she retaliated (asking who is 
this man?). Instead of doing a 
runoff, she unfollowed me on 
Instagram. I am sorry Malala, 
follow me back. I don’t know 
if I’ll follow you though. I am 

that petty.”
Now, showing her support for 

Malala, PC shared a screenshot 
of Hasan Minhaj’s Instagram 
profile, thereby showing that she 
has unfollowed the comedian 
after the incident.

Priyanka wrote: “Same girl 
same Malala Yousafzai. Guess 
he prefers petty over funny 
(sic).” The actress has also 
tagged Hasan Minhaj. Priyan-
ka’s post came hours after the 
comedian dropped a video on 
Instagram and asked Malala 
Yousafzai to follow him back.

Hasan’s followers too seemed 
to take Malala’s side and also ex-
pressed their excitement about 
the new comedy show he was 
teasing in the video.

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh

A short film titled “Rewind” by 
Krishna Pran Breast Cancer 
Charitable Trust Ludhiana, sup-
ported by Femella has been get-
ting viral on Femella’s YouTube 
Channel. Trust is an initiative by 
the founders of Femella- Online 
Women Clothing brand.

The short film has specially 
been produced to create mass 
awareness about Breast Cancer 
across the country. It was up-
loaded on YouTube two days 
back and since then it has been 
watched by more than 250000 
viewers so far and the number 
is increasing regularly. In-fact, 
people considering themselves 
as “social massagers” and un-
derstanding their responsibility 
towards the society, are sharing 
this short film on various social 
media platforms and groups in 
a large number. As a result, this 
short film is getting vial.  

This short film has been 
retweeted by among other by 
noted Comedian Kapil Sharma, 
famous singer Brothers Mika 
Singh & Daler Mehndi and MP 
Hans Raj Hans. And, also by 
some of the leading Dailies.

The duration of this short 

film is around 3 minutes and its 
story and screenplay has been 
written by Loveena Bagga and 
Nayana Gupta.

The movie has been produced 
by Production House namely 
Adyah Moving Pictures. And 
the cast included Dilraj Uday, 
Mandy Sandhu and Kanwal 
Preet Kaur. The movie gives an 
emotional, touching and signifi-
cant message to every woman 
to remain vigilant about any 
possible risk of breast cancer.

Krishna Pran Breast Cancer 
Charitable Trust was formed in 
2005 in memory of the parents 
of Sanjeev Arora, MP (Rajya 
Sabha). Arora’s mother Krishna 
Arora had left this world at an 
early age due to late detection 
of this deadly disease. The main 
purpose of forming the Trust is 
to make as many people possible 
aware of this deadly disease and 
treat free of cost poor patients 
down with this disease. 

Dark comedy drama “Mam-
mals”, starring James Cor-
den, is set to premiere world-
wide exclusively on Prime 
Video on November 11.

Penned by two-time Olivi-
er and Tony Award-winning 
writer Jez Butterworth, the 
UK Original series explores 
the complexities of modern 
marriage.

According to the streamer, 
“Mammals” also stars Melia 
Kreiling, Colin Morgan, and 

Sally Hawkins.
The six-part series follows 

the story of Jamie (Corden), 
a chef whose world implodes 
when he discovers shocking 
secrets about his pregnant 
wife, Amandine (Kreiling). 
Jamie finds himself hunting 
for answers with the help of 
his brother-in-law Jeff (Mor-
gan). Through this hunt, the 
cracks in Jeff’s marriage to 
Jamie’s sister Lue (Hawkins) 
also widen.

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Mohali 

The Northern India Institute 
of Fashion Technology, Mohali 
presents 23th FRESHERS 2022 
at NIIFT campus, Mohali. The 
students showcased their tal-
ent in the field of dance, music, 
mimicry, etc. The dress code for 
the junior students was Bol-
lywood as per the theme given 
by the seniors.

The event started with Ga-
nesh Vandana .Mr. Vishav 
Bandhu , Joint Director, PIU, 
Department of Industrues 
and commerce Punjab-cum-
Director NIIFT, Dr. Poonam 
Aggarwal Thakur, Principal 
NIIFT Mohali/Ludhiana, 

Dr.Simrita Singh, Princioal 
NIIFT Jalandhar Dr. Meeta 
Gawri, Head Cultural Affairs 
among other heads and faculty 
members graced the occasion.

Students took on the stage 
in their funny way of attract-
ing the audience towards them 
and adding cherry to the pie. 
The folk dance performances 
by Khushi, Rishika and Keshav 
Gupta of first and third year 
students. 

Later on, both the anchors 
went up to the audience and 
asked them random question 
which any one would answer. 
All of them enjoyed a lot.Then 
the Martial art performed by 
shikhar khare , Black belt 
holder,student of final year 

.Later on senior students came 
up with their unique ramp 
walk. The mercury began to 
rise, the dance floor was left 
open for some unbridled en-
ergy. Then the modelling ses-
sion for the fresher’s and there 
were about 19 participants 
all of them were impressive 
in their own way of this great 
evening came up with their 
unique ramp walk in  pairs. 

Then solo singing perfor-
mances by some of the best 
singers of second year. The 
excitement augmented to a 
joyful high as performances 
graced the stage. Joy and hap-
piness could be seen among 
students of each and every 
course at the college.

Vicky Kaushal 
wraps first schedule 

of ‘Sam Bahadur’

Mumbai: Bollywood star Vicky 
Kaushal said he has completed 
filming for the first schedule of his 
upcoming film «Sam Bahadur».

Directed by Meghna Gulzar, 
the movie is based on the life 
and times of Field Marshal Sam 
Manekshaw, one of India›s great-
est war heroes. The film went 
on floors in August. Vicky, who 
plays the title role in «Sam Ba-
hadur», took to Instagram to 
share the update. «After more 
than 2 months of relentless work 
across 5 cities... it›s a SCHED-
ULE WRAPPP for the baha-
durs!!! Few more cities and few 
more months to go. See you soon 
Team, to continue our journey of 
making #SamBahadur @megh-
nagulzar @rsvpmovies (sic),» 
the 34-year-old actor captioned 
a series of photos from the film 
sets. Produced by RSVP Mov-
ies, the movie also stars Sanya 
Malhotra as Manekshaw›s wife 
Silloo and Fatima Sana Shaikh 
as former Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi.

James Corden-starrer 
‘Mammals’ to stream on 
Prime Video next month
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