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potpourri

Rakul Preet Singh’s 
vacay pics from Maldives 
have set mercury 
soaring

8banking & finance

Reserve Bank’s Monetary 
Policy Committee  to 
discuss inflation report on 
November 3

6region 2
Chhath Puja  
declared as Dry Day  
in Delhi for first  
time

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Friday wrote to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi urging 
him to introduce currency notes 
with pictures of Lord Ganesh 
and Goddess Laxmi along with 
that of Mahatma Gandhi.

“One Hundred and thirty 
crore people of the country wish 
that there should be a picture of 
Gandhi ji on one side and Shri 
Ganesh ji and Lakshmi ji on the 
other side of Indian currency”, 
he said in the letter.

The letter further says that 

the country’s economy is passing 
through a very bad phase. “Even 
after 75 years of independence, 
India is counted among the 
developing and poor countries. 
There are so many poor people 
in our country even today. Why 
?”, CM Kejriwal asked.

“On one hand we all country-
men need to work hard and on 
the other hand we also need 
the blessings of God so that 
our efforts are fruitful. Right 
policy, hard work and God’s 
blessings will only make the 

A day after Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal’s demand 
to add images of Goddess 
Laxmi and Lord Ganesh on 
Indian currency notes (ICN), 
clamour grew on Thursday 
among various political par-
ties to ‘topple’ or ‘overcrowd’ 
Mahatma Gandhi’s exalted 
pedestal on the country’s paper 
money.

Various leaders from dif-
ferent parties such as the BJP, 
Congress, Shiv Sena (UBT), 
Republican Party of India (K) 
and others came up with differ-
ent heroes - ranging from Gods 
and Goddesses to historical 
icons and freedom fighters 
who could share space with 
Gandhiji on the ICN.

BJP legislators like Nitesh 
Rane and Ram Kadam de-
manded the pictures of Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Veer Savarkar, among oth-
ers, on the ICN. They even 
circulated photoshopped 
ICN of Rs 200 and Rs 500 
denominations showing the 
three leaders - with Gandhiji 
conspicuously missing in their 
proposed designs!

Prominent Congress Dalit 
leader Nitin Raut demanded to 
add the image of B.R. Ambed-
kar, which was seconded by 
Shiv Sena’s (UBT) ex-Mumbai 
Mayor Kishori Pednekar.

“Why not Ambedkar? It’s be-
cause of him that the country 
is enjoying the fruits of democ-
racy today, “ they pointed out.

Republican Party of India 
(K) President Sachin Kharat 
demanded to add the image 
of Gautam Buddha, senior 
Sena (UBT) leader Anil Parab 
pitched the name of Shiv Sena 
founder Balasaheb Thackeray, 
while deputy leader Raghunath 
Kuchik suggested Lord Ram 
or even Subhas Chandra Bose 
and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

New Delhi: Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal on Tues-
day said the results of efforts 
made by Delhi residents to 
curb pollution in the city are 
encouraging but there is still 
a long way to go.

His remarks came a day 
after Diwali when the air 
quality in the national capi-
tal was recorded in the ‘very 

poor’ category. The situation, 
however, was relatively bet-
ter than previous years due 
to favourable meteorologi-
cal conditions which diluted 
the effect of many residents 
flouting a firecracker ban and 
stubble burning.

Delhi’s air quality index 
(AQI) stood at 326 at 8 am.

“Delhiites are working hard 

in the field of pollution. There 
have been very encouraging 
results but there is still a long 
way to go. We will make Delhi 
the best city in the world,” Ke-
jriwal said in a tweet in Hindi.

Emissions from firecrackers 
and farm fires have contrib-
uted significantly to Delhi’s 
PM2.5 pollution on Diwali 
over the years.

Their share this year was 
relatively less than previous 
years due to reduced bursting 
of firecrackers and moderately 
warm and windier conditions 
which prevented rapid accu-
mulation of pollutants.

Delhi had recorded an AQI 
of 382 on Diwali last year, 
414 in 2020, 337 in 2019, 281 
in 2018, 319 in 2017, and 431 
in 2016, according to Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board  
data.

An AQI between zero and 
50 is considered ‘good’, 51 and 
100 ‘satisfactory’, 101 and 200 
‘moderate’, 201 and 300 ‘poor’, 
301 and 400 ‘very poor’, and 
401 and 500 ‘severe’.

Delhi Environment Minister 
Gopal Rai on Tuesday said 
that this year the pollution 
level in the national capital 
was the lowest after Diwali 
compared to the last five years.

Sharing the figures of the 
last five years, the minister 
said that this year, there has 
been a reduction of 30 per 
cent in pollution compared to 
last year itself. “Thirty per cent 
lesser firecrackers were burst 
in Delhi this Diwali, people 
are becoming aware”, said the 
environment minister.

Rai also flagged off mobile 
smog guns from the Delhi Sec-
retariat. “Today we are starting 
150 mobile smog guns. Last 
year we started 10 such smog 
guns. Out of these 150 mobile 
smog guns, two smog guns will 

be installed in all 70 Assembly 
constituencies of Delhi and 
the rest will be installed at 
pollution hot spots. A mobile 
smog gun will hold 7000 liters 
of water and will cover an area 
of ten km on one side, “ the 
environment minister said.

“The festival of Diwali was 
celebrated with great pomp 
yesterday, but I want to con-
gratulate the people of Delhi 
that due to their efforts, the 

level of pollution has not in-
creased today compared to 
every year. Today is the low-
est level of pollution in the 
last five years. Last year it was 
462, but today it has come 
down to 323, that is, there is 
a shortfall of about thirty per 
cent”, Rai said.

On the incidents of burning 
of firecrackers in the capital 
city, Gopal Rai said that “Some 
people had burnt crackers. 
However, it is expected that 
gradually awareness will in-
crease in them too. Since the 
AQI in Delhi is still 323 and 
it is increasing as the winter 
season approaches. Our efforts 
are continuing to bring down 
the pollution levels”.

On the question of stubble 
burning in Punjab, he said, 

“The state controlled the farm 
fires without the Centre’s help. 
Last year, on the day of Diwali, 
there were 3, 032 incidents 
of stubble burning in Punjab, 
228 in Haryana and 123 in 
Uttar Pradesh. This year only 1, 
019 incidents of stubble burn-
ing have been registered on the 
day of Diwali, while this figure 
has increased in Haryana and 
Uttar Pradesh.”

 Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann said that the presti-
gious G-20 summit, scheduled 
to be held in the holy city of 
Amritsar in March-2023, will 
promote Punjab as a preferred 
destination for business on 
the international level and it 
will also provide a stage to the 
government to showcase its 
achievements and facilities for 
setting up new businesses. 

Announcing that he will leave 
no stone unturned to make the 
event a success, the Chief Min-
ister said that this is a golden 
opportunity when Punjab can 
be presented as a land of best 
opportunities and by bringing 
maximum investment they can 
create new employment op-
portunities for the youth. 

During a meeting at the Civil 
Secretariat here to review the 
preparations for the summit, 
the Chief Minister said that 
leading countries of the world 
are participating in this sum-

mit to be held in the month of 
March. He said that the state 
considers itself fortunate to have 
the opportunity to host this 
event, in which leading coun-
tries from around the world 
will discuss education and la-
bour and other crucial issues. 
The Chief Minister said that 
extensive arrangements will 
be made for the success of this 
global event.

On this occasion, the Chief 
Minister was told that to ensure 
the success of the event, the holy 
city will be divided into five ma-
jor sectors on an administrative 
basis. Senior officers of the civil 
and police administration of 
the state will be posted in these 
sectors for proper management. 

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar 

Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee (SGPC) 
President Advocate Harjinder 
Singh Dhami today handed over 
a memorandum letter to Vice 
President (VP) of India Jagdeep 
Dhankhar, demanding release 
of Bandi Singhs (Sikh political 
prisoners).

Dhankhar today reached here 
along with family to pay obei-
sance at Sachkhand Sri Har-
mandar Sahib (Golden Temple) 
and expressed his devotion.

In his letter, Dhami said Sikh 
prisoners are lodged in differ-
ent Indian jails for nearly three 
decades despite completion of 
their sentences, which was a 
big injustice with the Sikh com-
munity. He said imprisoned 
Sikhs chose the path of struggle 
in 1984 in protest against the 
military attack on Central Sikh 
shrine Sachkhand Sri Harman-
dar Sahib and Sri Akal Takht 
Sahib in Amritsar, named as 
Operation Bluestar by the then 
Congress government.

He said SGPC had been de-
manding release of Sikh prison-
ers through democratic means 
for a long time.

Dhami said that on the issue 
of Sikh prisoners, the SGPC 
had also sent letters seeking 
appointments of meetings to 

the Prime Minister of India, 
Home Minister of India, Chief 
Ministers of Delhi and Karna-
taka states, but the Sikh body 
did not receive any positive 
response.

He said that it is being felt 
that by not releasing the Sikh 
prisoners, they are being dis-
criminated against, as they have 
already served double sentences 
than life imprisonments.

SGPC President demanded 
from the Vice President to take 
cognizance of this important is-
sue of release of Sikh prisoners 
and issue necessary directions 
to the Government of India and 
concerned State Governments 
for their release.

Meanwhile, the Vice Presi-
dent assured the SGPC Presi-
dent to take up this issue.

On this occasion, VP Jagdeep 

Dhankar wrote in the visitor 
Book in the Golden Temple 
said, “Blessed to have visited 
Darbar Sahib today. The peace, 
serenity, devotion and sense of 
service here is an unforgettable 
experience. A glowing symbol of 
the sublime spiritual tradition 
of our great Gurus, Harman-
dar Sahib has been emanating 
the message of love, humanity, 
compassion and brotherhood 
through ages. My tributes to 
our Gurus and their eternal 
message to serve humanity.”

Earlier, during his visit VP 
Dhankar had langar (food from 
community kitchen) and did 
voluntary service of washing 
dishes at Langar Guru Ramdas 
Ji. The VP also listened to divine 
Gurbani Kirtan for sometime 
inside the sanctum sanctorum 
of Sri Harmandar Sahib.

Jaipur:   Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will address a large 
public meeting on November 
1 at Mangarh Dham, the main 
pilgrimage site of tribals in 
Rajasthan’s Banswara district.

Thousands of tribals from 
three states -- Rajasthan, Guja-
rat and Madhya Pradesh -- will 
attend this meeting. The BJP is 
eyeing to woo the voters from 
99 tribal seats through public 
meetings and conferences.

As per information, around 
25 seats in Rajasthan Legisla-
tive Assembly, 27 in Gujarat 
Legislative Assembly, 47 seats in 

Madhya Pradesh Legislative As-
sembly are reserved for STs. The 
CM and BJP state presidents of 
all the three states have been 
invited to the November 1 rally.

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot, Gujarat CM Bhu-
pendra Patel, Madhya Pradesh 
CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan are 
also invited to the programme.

Union Culture Minister G. 
Kishan Reddy, Minister of State 
Meenakshi Lekhi and Union 
Minister of State for Culture 
Arjun Ram Meghwal from Ra-
jasthan will also be present in 
the programme.

The BJP officials confirmed 
to IANS that the Prime Minister 
may announce national monu-
ment status to the monument 
of Mangarh Dham.

Mangarh Dham is known for 
the mass massacre of Adivasi-
Bhils in 1913 by the British 
Army. Around 1, 500 tribals 
had sacrificed their lives under 
the leadership of Sant Govind 
Guru, who was running the 
freedom movement. Even an 
attempt was reportedly made 
here to stop the yagya and wor-
ship rituals.

Nearly 250 criminals identi-
fied preparing fake passports, 
126 arrested in Haryana
Satish Handa
During a recent meeting held at 
Suraj kund in Faridabad district 
presided by Hayana Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Lal Khatter in which 
Amit Shah Home Minister and large 
number of bureaucrats from state 

crime depart-
ment were also 
present when 
the issue of fake 

passports being prepared in the 
state prepared on the basis of fake 
documents, even ‘Aadhar Cards’  
giving rise to the criminals activities 
in which it was observed that gang-
sters as well as hard core criminals 
managed to flee to other countries 
after committing crimes in order to 
avoid police arrest. Chief Minister 
disclosed that state crime depart-
ment after thorough investigations 
identified nearly 250 persons found 
involved in such illegal practices in 
the state some of them also having 
close links with few police personnel 
in the state, out of them 126 such 
persons have already been arrested.

India wins post of 
Chairperson of ICAO’s Air 
Transport Committee
India won a coveted position in 
the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) with its 
representative Shefali Juneja 
unanimously elected Chairper-
son of the Air Transport Com-
mittee, after 28 years. Union 

Civil Aviation 
Minister Jyotira-
ditya Scindia on 
Tuesday termed 
this as good news. 

“Great News! This 
solidifies India’s position in 
the global aviation ecosystem, 
and strengthens our journey 
towards becoming the largest 
civil aviation market, “ he said 
in a tweet.

Azam Khan disqualified from 
UP Assembly, House secretariat 
declares seat vacant

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Leg-
islative Assembly Secretariat on 
Friday announced the disqualifi-
cation of Samajwadi Party leader 
Azam Khan from the House, a 
day after a court sentenced him 
to three years in jail in a hate 
speech case. Principal Secretary 
of the UP Legislative Assembly, 
Pradeep Dubey told to media  
that the assembly secretariat 
has declared the Rampur Sa-
dar Assembly seat as vacant. “A 
vacancy has been declared by the 
UP Vidhan Sabha Secretariat 
consequent upon the disqualifica-
tion due to the judgment passed 
by the court,” he said.

Elon Musk has completed his 
acquisition of Twitter, and as 
expected, the Tesla founder 
fired four top executives at the 
company, including CEO Parag 
Agrawal. Musk’s decision is not 
surprising given he has publicly 
accused Agrawal of misleading 
him on the number of spam-bot 
accounts. Musk famously used 
a poop emoji to reply to one of 
Agrawal’s tweets. Here’s a quick 
look at Agrawal’s short-lived term 
at the social media company.

The India-born Agrawal was 
appointed as Twitter’s CEO 
in November 2021 after Jack 
Dorsey stepped down. At the 
time, Dorsey had fully endorsed 
Agrawal. Given Musk has fired 
him, Agrawal’s stint at the job 
was less than a year.

Agrawal is an alumnus of the 
Indian Institute of Technology 
(IIT)-Bombay. He also has a PhD 
in Computer Science from Stan-
ford University and has interned 
with other companies such as 
Microsoft, Yahoo, and AT&T 
Labs. He first joined Twitter in 
2011, so he has worked here for 
nearly 11 years. Previously, he 
was Twitter’s Chief Technology 
Officer (CTO) and was appointed 
to the role in 2018. As reported 
previously, he played a role in 
the company’s technical strategy, 
especially around machine learn-
ing and AI. He also led efforts 
on scaling Twitter Ads systems.

While Musk has fired Agrawal, 
the relationship between the two 
did not have a rocky start, at least 
publicly. Back in April, when 
Musk had bought a majority 
stake in Twitter, Agrawal wel-

comed him. In fact, that’s tweet 
shows up first on his profile as 
a ‘popular tweet’. “I’m excited to 
share that we’re appointing @
elonmusk to our board! Through 
conversations with Elon in recent 
weeks, it became clear to us that 
he would bring great value to our 
Board,” the now-sacked Twitter 
CEO had written in April this year.

Elon Musk says Twitter 
will form ‘content 
moderation council’
New York:  Twitter’s 
new owner billionaire Elon 
Musk has said the social 
media company will form 
a “content moderation 
council” and any major 
content decisions or ac-
count reinstatements will 
happen after such a body 
has convened. Musk’s com-
ments came a day after he 
completed the USD 44 
billion acquisition of the 
social media giant. “Twitter 
will be forming a content 
moderation council with 
widely diverse viewpoints. 
No major content decisions 
or account reinstatements 
will happen before that 
council convenes,” Musk, 
51, tweeted on Friday.

New Delhi:  Lashing out at the BJP for making po-
litical appointments to constitutional bodies, the Aam 
Aadmi Party sought the removal of Iqbal Singh Lalpura 
as Chairman of the National Minorities Commission for 
allegedly violating Central Civil Services Conduct Rules.

AAP leader Saurabh Bhardwaj said he has written to the 
Union Home Minister and Central Vigilance Commission 
demanding strict action against Lalpura and his immediate 
removal from the post.

“National Minorities Commission Chairman Iqbal Singh 
Lalpura also holds membership of BJP Parliamentary Board; 
this is a gross violation of Central Civil Services Conduct 
Rules. He is also a member of the BJP’s Central Election 
Committee along with being part of BJP’s topmost political 
body, Parliamentary Board. Central Civil Services Conduct 
Rules bars a public servant from holding membership of 
any political body; 
he should be im-
mediately removed 
from Constitutional 
post. The Aam Aad-
mi Party has com-
plained to Home 
Minister Amit 
Shah and Central 
Vigilance Commis-
sion demanding his 
removal from Con-
stitutional post, “ he 
said.

Bhardwaj said 
that Lalpura heads a prominent constitutional body, 
which is autonomous and receives all types of complaints, 
including several complex matters. Due to this, its chief 
should be a neutral person, completely detached from 
party politics.

“ Earlier on the day, AAP leader Atishi also wrote to Union 
Tourism Minister demanding removal of BJP national 
spokesperson Sambit Patra from ITDC Chairman’s post 
for allegedly violating CCS Conduct Rules and misusing 
the post for party work.

Kejriwal urges PM to introduce currency 
notes with images of Laxmi-Ganesh

Din rages to ‘topple’ Mahatma Gandhi from Indian currency note pedestal

country progress through their 
confluence”, read the letter.

“I publicly demanded this in 
a press conference yesterday, “ 

Kejriwal said in the letter. Since 
then, there has been tremen-
dous support from the general 
public on this issue, there is 

tremendous enthusiasm among 
the people about it. Everyone 
wants this to be implemented 
immediately, it added.

Delhiites working hard but still a long 
way to go : Kejriwal on Delhi pollution

Delhiites are working hard in the field of 
pollution. There have been very encouraging 
results but there is still a long way to go. We 
will make Delhi the best city in the world

Delhi’s pollution level lowest in 5 yrs post-Diwali: Gopal Rai

“The festival of Diwali was 
celebrated with great pomp 
yesterday, but I want to 
congratulate the people 
of Delhi that due to their 
efforts, the level of pollution 
has not increased today 
compared to every year”

Modi’s visit to Mangarh Dham in Raj, 
BJP targets 99 seats from three states

G-20 summit will promote Punjab as 
a preferred destination for business 
on international stage: Chief Minister

Elon Musk fires Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal SGPC President Dhami hands over memorandum 
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar demanding 
release of Sikh prisoners

AAP seeks Iqbal Singh 
Lalpura’s removal as 
minorities panel Chief
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New Delhi: For the first 
time, Chhath Puja has been 
declared as Dry Day in the 
capital city. This year, the Puja 
falls on October 30 (Evening) 
and October 31 (Morning).

Delhi Lt Governor V.K. 
Saxena has declared Chhath 
Puja that falls on Sunday on 
October 30 as Dry Day in the 
Capital. The LG, in his capac-
ity as “Government” as per 
Section 2 (35) of Delhi Excise 
Act, 2009, has declared the 
Dry Day.

Meanwhile, the LG has also 
written to Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal to ensure that 
sufficient manpower and logis-
tics must be put in place well 
before time at all designated 
sites.

“It has been brought to 
my notice that more than 

840 sites have been identi-
fied and designated for this 
purpose by the departments 
concerned. Anticipating large 
gatherings this year and 
keeping in mind the zeal and 
fervour with which the festi-
val is celebrated, it becomes 
imperative on part of the ad-
ministration to leave no stone 

unturned in the unfettered 
organization the festival at 
all designated Chhath Puja 
Ghats, with utmost profes-
sionalism, “ LG Saxena has 
said in the letter.

The LG has said that the 
responsibility on part of the 
government to ensure cleanli-
ness at the Chhath Puja Ghats 

before, during and after the 
religious ceremony, is also of 
paramount importance.

“In this regard, it is felt nec-
essary that sufficient man-
power and logistics must be 
put in place well before time 
at all sites. Simultaneously, 
relevant information in this 
regard along with messages 
creating awareness and urg-
ing people regarding the same 
must be put in public domain, 
“ reads the letter.

Along with the requisite 
safety measures like marking 
of danger zone, barricading 
of deep waters to avoid any 
untoward incident, adequate 
lighting, deploying divers and 
rescue boats, the LG has also 
asked to address the issues 
of foam and pollution in the 
Yamuna Ghat that may prove 

injurious to devotees.
“On some of the designated 

Ghats like Bhalswa lake, Wa-
zirabad-Sonia Vihar, Badli, 
Bawana Industrial Area, Maid-
an Garhi, Kalindi Kunj, Budh 
Bazar-Uttam Nagar amongst 
others, large congregation of 
devotees ranging from 10, 000 
to 4, 00, 00 is expected to be 
present. Proper planning for 
crowd management and secur-
ing law and order at all sites 
has already been discussed 
with Delhi Police, “ he said.

The New Delhi Municipal 
Council, Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi and Delhi Devel-
opment Authority have also 
been directed to ensure cleanli-
ness and make arrangements 
for other civic amenities under 
their jurisdiction in mission 
mode, reads the letter.

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah will inaugurate and lay 
foundation stones of various 
projects of Haryana in Farid-
abad in Thursday, an official 
said on Wednesday.

Shah will inaugurate and lay 
the foundation stone of four 
projects costing Rs 6,629 crore.

These include laying the 
foundation stone of the Hary-
ana Orbital Rail Corridor proj-
ect costing Rs 5, 618 crore, the 
inauguration of the Rail Coach 
Refurbishment Factory in So-
nipat district costing Rs 590 
crore, the country’s first longest 
elevated railway track built in 
Rohtak for Rs 315.40 crore.

Besides, the Union Minis-
ter will also dedicate and in-
augurate the Haryana Police 

Residence Complex, Bhondsi, 
constructed at a cost of Rs 106 
crore. Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar will preside over the 
programme amid the presence 
of Union Minister of Railways 
and Communications Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Dushyant Chautala and 

Union Minister of State for 
Power Krishan Pal Gurjar.

Many senior officials of 
the Central and the state 
government will attend the 
programme. The district ad-
ministration has completed its 
preparations in view of the visit 
of the Union Home Minister.

Baghpat: Dera Sacha Sauda 
chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim, 
who is on a 40-day parole, has 
announced that his ‘daughter’ 
Honeypreet will now be known 
as ‘Ruhani Didi’.

He said that Honeypreet, who 
has had her share of controver-
sies and was also arrested, will 
now be known as Ruhani Didi.

Ram Rahim also quashed 
rumours of a change of leader-
ship at the Dera Sachcha Sauda 
and said that he would remain 
its head. The Dera chief issued 
both the statements while ad-
dressing Saad Sangat at the 
Dera in Baghpat. He is staying 
at Barnawa Ashram after get-
ting parole from Suneria Jail in 
Haryana. He has been address-
ing his disciples online.

Ram Rahim celebrated Di-
wali online in the camp by light-
ing sparklers and appealed to 
the people not to spread more 
pollution. He has also released 
a 3.52-minute Punjabi video 
song featuring himself from his 
Dera located in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Baghpat. He released videos of 
the Diwali celebrations at the 
Dera. Ram Rahim termed his 
imprisonment as a “spiritual 
journey” and added that he was 
writing a book on it.

It may be recalled that Ram 
Rahim, first convicted in Au-
gust 2017 by a special CBI court 
in Panchkula, is serving a 20-
year jail term for raping two 
of his women disciples at the 
Dera headquarters in Sirsa. In 
2019, Ram Rahim and three 
others were convicted for the 
2002 murder of journalist Ram 
Chander Chhatrapati. Last year, 
he, along with four others, was 

convicted for hatching a con-
spiracy to kill the Dera’s former 
manager Ranjit Singh, who was 
shot dead in 2002. During the 
parole, the Dera chief began 
to interact with his followers 
online almost on a daily basis. 
In the past few days, at least two 
BJP leaders, including Haryana 
Vidhan Sabha Deputy Speaker 
Ranbir Gangwa and Karnal 
Mayor Renu Bala Gupta were 
found interacting with Ram 
Rahim online and seeking his 
blessings.

The Congress candidate for 
Adampur bypoll, Jai Prakash, 
too came forward claiming that 
he was Ram Rahim’s “biggest 
disciple”. Previously, Ram Ra-
him was granted parole thrice in 
2021 and twice in 2022, which 
includes 21 days in February and 
a month in June. The timing of 
the Dera chief’s repeated re-
lease on parole has often raised 
questions. According to prison 
authorities, a convict is entitled 
to parole of 90 days every year, 
subject to clearances on his con-
duct and security clearances 
from the district administration 
where he or she would be stay-
ing during the parole period.

On February 7, Ram Rahim 
was granted furlough days be-
fore the Punjab Assembly polls 
and granted Z-plus security “due 
to a high-level threat to his life 
from pro-Khalistan elements”.

Satish Handa

Its first time Haryana State Co-
operative Supply & Marketing 
Federation Limited (HAFED) 
of Haryana government has 
recently received export orders 
for 20000 ton Basmati rice from 
Saudi Arab. Information re-
veals, Haryana state holding 
nearly 50% share in export of 
rice in the country at present. 
However, export of Basmati rice 
from Haryana was adversely 
affected in past two years due to 
epidemic outbreak in the coun-
try as well as in the world result-
ing rice exporters and farmers 
cultivated paddy crop suffered a 
lot in this period due to slump in 
the market. Whereas, as a result 
of improvement in system and 
relief in economic conditions in 
the world the demand of rice in 
domestic markets as well as in 
export markets have returned 
on the track like previous years.

Information reveals, rice pro-
duced in India, especially Bas-
mati rice in Haryana is in much 
demand in gulf and European 
countries due to its favor and 
after a slump in market for a pe-
riod of two years rice exporters 

in Haryana state are now getting 
plenty of export orders from 
gulf countries which include 
Saudi Arab, Qatar, Iran. Iraq, 
Behrin, Kuwait, UAE, Yaman, 
Omen and other gulf countries 
as well as from all European 
countries including Germany, 
UK, France, Italy, Spain and 
Ukrain as such farmers in 
Haryana state are expecting 
to recover all losses incurred 
in past two years due to crisis.

The arrival of new paddy crops 
in grain markets in Haryana 
state has started and likely to 
start as such farmers as well as 
rice exporters are happy over 
good demand in domestic as 
well as export markets this year. 
According to Kailash Bhagat 
HAFED Chairman they are ex-
pecting good export orders for 
Basmati rice from other coun-
tries also this year and will pro-
cure quality Basmati rice from 
farmers in the state for exports. 

Satish Handa

Rail Land Development Au-
thority (RLDA) is going to set 
up multifunctional complexes 
initially at nine railway stations 
in the country in West Bengal, 
Rajasthan, Punjab and Haryana 
states for which tender have al-
ready been invited. Railway de-
partment has decided to develop 
multifunctional complex at Hisar 
railway station in Haryana state 
during first phase. RLDA will 
provide nearly 372 to 2350 square 
meter land adjacent to the railway 

station on 45 years lease basis for 
developing these multifunctional 
complex having facility for shop-
ping complex, fast food stall, res-
taurant, book stall, ATM counter, 
medical store, variety store, hotel 
accommodation under a roof 
and sufficient parking space to 
attract train passengers as well 
as visitors to railway station since 
multifunctional complex will be 
situated very close to the railway 
platform, which will also bring 
handsome income for investors 
in this project.

 RLDA Vice President V.P. 

Dudeja told media persons that 
railways will provide facilities like 
drinking water, sewerage system 
and regular supply of electricity 
round the clock in these multi-
functional complexes at the rail-
way stations to be developed in 
the country. He told that RLDA 
has already allotted 58 sites for 

multifunctional complexes on 
45 years lease basis and work to 
develop 16 complexes has already 
been started in the country. Ac-
cording to information, RLDA 
has plans to develop four types 
of projects at or near the railway 
stations which include developing 
business sites, re-development 
of railway colonies, face lifting 
of railway stations and railway 
offices. 

Information reveals, RLDA 
has started work at 16 railway 
stations in the country during 
current financial years which 

include Bangalore and Raichur in 
Karnatka state, Lilua and Namak 
gola in Howrah state, Nizamabad 
in Telgana state, Waltex Road 
and Agmor in Chinnai state, Bho-
pal in Madhya Pradesh state, 
Ludhiana in Punjab state, Abu 
Road in Rajasthan state, Bhu-
sawal and Sholapur in Maharash-
tra state, Bareilly, Varanasi and 
Gorakhpur in U.P state where 
land adjoining the railway sta-
tions has already been allotted 
on 45 years lease basis which 
have brought earning to railways  
worth Rs 1633 crore. 

Increase in consumption 
of milk & milk products 
in Haryana
Satish Handa

Haryana state known for pro-
duction as well as consump-
tion of milk in the country in 
past years has witnessed fur-
ther increase in past couple of 
years as well as during current 
year. Information reveals, the 
consumption of ghee in the 
state in past few months has 
also increased by nearly 30%, 
whereas consumption of other 
milk products which include 
butter milk (lassi) has increased 
by 48.80%, consumption of 
curd increased by 54.50% and 
consumption of milk increased 
between 7 to 10%.

Information reveals, Haryana 
state leads in per capita con-
sumption of milk in the country 
in which Haryana state govern-
ment federation has played    im-
portant role due to its policies 
in branding, packing, quality 

and marketing 
through a net-
work of retail 
outlets and VITA 
booths in rural 
as well as in ur-

ban areas, also having contract 
for procurement of milk through 
a chain of milk societies in rural 
areas as a result the sale of milk 
has witnessed increase by more 
than 7% whereas in case of other 
products like ghee, curd and 
butter milk sale increased up 
to 55% in past about a year.

Talking to media persons Dr 
Banwari Lal  State Cooperative 
Minister told that state milk 
federation has played an im-
portant role to boost status of 
VITA milk and milk products 
and it is due to the efforts sale 
as well as profits witnessed good 
results having sale worth Rs 
1505 crore during year 2021-22 
as compared to sale worth Rs 
1159 crore during year 2019-20. 

Satish Handa

The district police Rohtak on 
Wednesday arrested two per-
sons including a woman during 
checking of vehicle in which 
both were travelling near a 
crossing at Sampla in Rohtak 
district and seized 1.5 kg heroine 
of value worth Rs 3 crore in 
international market lying in a 
plastic box kept under the seat 
as told by SP Rohtak Udai Singh 
Meena while addressing a press 
conference on Wednesday. He 
told that police department had 
received a secret input that two 
drug peddlers were on their way 
to Rohtak from Delhi purchased 
narcotic substances from Delhi.

Meena told that after the infor-

mation was received an intensive 
search operation was conducted 
on Delhi-Rohtak road which led 
to the arrest of accused Sonia, a 
resident of  Anandpura Society 
near Jind bi-pass  Rohtak and Lalit 
son of Balwan Singh a resident 
of Shastri Nagar Hisar driving a 
vehicle bearing registration no. T-
1022-HR-7964 impounded by the 
cops along with drugs kept in a 

plastic box under the side seat where 
female partner was sitting. Police 
registered a case no. 488.2022 under 
NDPS Act after both the accused 
were taken into custody by the 
police and produced in the court 
seeking police remand. 

SP said that the properties of the 
accused arrested by police are being 
attached and would be demolished 
if found built illegally. He told that 
a police team has been deputed 
to Delhi from where both ar-
rested had procured heroine 
from a foreign national youth 
a resident of Dwarka at Delhi. 
During preliminary investiga-
tion both arrested admitted that 
they are procuring drugs from 
Delhi and supply in the area 
around Rohtak.

Satish Handa

Pitch for Vidhan Sabha bi-polls at 
Adampur constituency in Hary-
ana to be held on November 3 is 
ready likely to have triangular 
contest between candidates of 
prominent political parties: rul-
ing Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP), 
Congress and Indian National 
Lok Dal (INLD) in Haryana state.  
Former state minister Jai Parkash 
JP is contesting on behalf of Con-
gress instead of Kurda Ram Nam-
bardar expecting Congress ticket 
and later migrated to INLD when 
denied ticket by the Congress 
high command, now contesting 
bi-polls on behalf of INLD in 
this poll battle. Aam Admi Party 
(AAP) is also contesting poll in 
Haryana state first time and has 

offered ticket to Karta Ram also 
a popular political leaders in the 
area but will have to face tough 
fight with the candidates of other 
political parties in this race since 
AAP having new entry in Hary-
ana state have limited influence 
over voters in the area.

Bhavya Bishnoi son of Kuldeep 
Bishnoi former MLA on this seat 
resigned from Congress is going 
to contest present Adampur bi-
polls on behalf of BJP and JJP 
presently have ruling government 
in Haryana state. Past scenario 

reveals that family members of 
former chief minister Late Bhajan 
Lal have been winner over Ad-
ampur Vidhan Sabha constitu-
ency most of the time irrespective 
of candidate of a political party 
where the only issue remained 
candidate from Ch Bhajan Lal’s 
family in which Late Ch. Bhajan 
Lal, his wife Jasma Devi, son 
Kuldeep Bishnoi, daughter-in-
law Renuka Bishnoi contested 
and won this seat in past years 
in-spite of being a candidate of 
political party in opposition and 
now the third generation in the 
family Bhavya Bishnoi is going 
to contest coming Vidhan Sabha 
bi-polls as fifth member of the 
family on behalf of ruling BJP-
JJP government.

Information reveals, leader 

of political parties in Hary-
ana Vidhan Sabha Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda , his son Deep-
ender Hooda MP and HPCC 
president Udaia Bhan are trying 
their best for victory in favor of 
Congress candidate Jai Parkash 
JP in coming bi-polls trying to 
attract voters by making offers 
in case Congress comes to power 
again in Haryana state. Sources 
reveal, it is not easy for Congress 
to come to power again in Hary-
ana state due to rift and grouping 
going on between senior party 
leaders and workers as well as 
Kurda Ram Nambardar now 
contesting present bi-polls on 
behalf of INLD  after refused 
ticket from Congress have suf-
ficient support of Congress vote 
bank in the area.

Satish Handa

It seems Haryana state govern-
ment officers as well as employees 
feel taking bribe as their moral 
right. Teams of State Vigilance 
Bureau Haryana arrested two 
senior government officers red 
handed while accepting bribe in 
past 24 hours. On the complaint 
of a contractor Amit a resident 
of Narwana to vigilance depart-
ment that payment of his bill for 
payment Rs 6.13 lakh was lying 
unpaid in the office of irrigation 
department at Narwana in Jind 
district since past one and half 
year since concerned Executive 
Officer Banarsi Das demand-
ing Rs 60000 bribe in view of 
releasing his payment when he 
informed vigilance department 
on 21st October and according to 

a plan when the contractor Amit 
contacted Executive Engineer 
Banarsi Das to hand over bribe 
money he was called at the rest 
house late evening when vigi-
lance team in the presence of duty 
magistrate Sanjay Singh arrested 
Executive Engineer red handed 
accepting Rs 60000 currency 
notes and a case was registered 
against him at the police station. 
According to information Banarsi 
Das Executive Engineer was being 
retired on 31st October this year.

In another case, Team from 
vigilance department Karnal led 
by Narender Singh DSP arrested 

Bhupinder Singh Mining Engi-
neer at Bhiwani while accepting 
Rs 1 lakh bribe from Ajay Kumar 
a resident of Bhiwani allegedly 
demanding  money for issuing a 
permit to lift soil when he lodged 
complaint with vigilance depart-
ment at Toll Free number on 
21st October in the afternoon 
and investigation in the case was 
handed over to Narender Singh 
DSP vigilance department at 
Karnal immediately who arrived 
at Bhiwani to take action in the 
case. Bhupinder Singh Mining 
Engineer called   complainant Ajay 
Kumar late evening outside his of-
fice near Mini Secretariat Bhiwani 
and was arrested by vigilance 
team red-handed while accept-
ing bribe amount and a case was 
registered against him at Bhiwani 
police station.

Satish Handa

Recent meeting between Chief 
Ministers Haryana and Punjab 
for construction of SYL canal 
failed to resolve long pending 
issue since Punjab Chief Minis-
ter repeated old dialogues that 
Punjab government is not in a 
position to spare even a single 
drop of SYL canal water to Hary-
ana as taught by AAP supremo 
Arvind Kejriwal Chief Minister 
Delhi. Haryana Home & Health 
Minister Anil Vij expressing sur-
prise said that Kejriwal claims 
himself as son of Haryana and at 
the same time not only exhibiting 
step attitude towards Haryana 
state but also violating Supreme 
Court of India directions which is 
a cruel joke on farmers of Hary-
ana. VIj said, the aim of meeting 
between chief ministers of both 
states was related to construction 
of SYL canal but Punjab Chief 
Minister Punjab continued re-
peating the dialogues as taught 
by Kejriwal. 

Information reveals, farmers 
in Haryana state are suffering 
financial loss worth Rs Rs 19500 
crore every year in the absence 
of irrigation in nearly 10 lakh 
crore acre land due to shortage 

of their share of SYL canal water 
causing less production of about 
42 lakh ton food crops every year 
since Punjab and Rajasthan are 
using nearly 2600 cusec water 
of Haryana share capable to ir-
rigate nearly 10.08 lakh acre 
land remains dry not only due 
to water but also water level in 
underground in most of area in 
Haryana fast declining and farm-
ers have to spend huge amount 
on electricity to lift underground 
water with the help of tube wells 
or bear heavy diesel cost.

Past scenario reveals, ac-
cording to an agreement on 
18th November 1976 Punjab 
government took rupee one crore 
from Haryana to complete con-
struction of SYL canal in about 
a year but kept on lingering on 
matter for one reason or other 
when Haryana government 
knocked at Supreme Court of 
India as regard construction 

of canal which was challenged 
by Punjab government on 11th 
July 1979 under section 78 
of reconsideration Act in the 
court. In year 1981 an agree-
ment was made between both 
governments in the presence of 
then Prime Minister Late Smt 
Indira Gandhi and construc-
tion of SYL canal started in 1982 
when Shiromani Akali Dal in 
Punjab opposed the same in an 
agitation when Rajiv-Longowal 
agreement was made in 1985 in 
which then Punjab government 
agreed upon the proposal  and 
construction work started but 
in the meanwhile two engineers 
involved in construction work 
were killed under mysterious 
circumstances in July 1990 and 
then Chief Minister Haryana 
Hukam Singh demanded from 
government in centre permission 
to construct the river in 1996 but 
to no result. 

Satish Handa

Talking to media persons Hary-
ana Home & Health Minister 
Anil Vij disclosed that teams of 
CM Flying Squad, Food Safety 
and Food Supply departments 
along with police collected 848 
samples of food products and 
sweets from different towns in 
the state during raids and de-
stroyed nearly 9000 kgs milk, 
milk products and sweets found 
either adulterated or being pre-
pared under unhygienic condi-
tion at the spot during present 
festival season so far which in-
cluded 150 kg ‘khoya’ 3851 kg 
sweets and 4954 kg products 
used to manufacture sweets 
found spurious in quality de-
stroyed at the spot. Collected 
samples were forwarded to the 
laboratory for testing.  Vij said, 
stern action will be taken against 
those supplying products found 
injurious to health.

Out of 848 samples of food 
products collected in raids dur-
ing present festival season in-
cluded 30 samples collected at 
Ambala which included 2006 kg 
potato chips, 2310 kg gram flour 
destroyed by raiding teams at 
the spot. Similarly 75 kg cheese 
and 35 kg milk sweets collected 
through 30 samples at Bhiwani, 
34 samples collected at Charkhi 
Dadri, 32 samples collected at 
Fatehabad in which more than70 

kg milk products and sweets were 
destroyed at the spot, CM Flying 
Squads collected 38 samples at 
Faridabad, 83 samples collected 
at Gurugram in which 435 kg 
spurious quality noodles were 
destroyed at the spot. CM Flying 
Squad collected 37 samples at 
Hisar during raids and destroyed 
huge quantity of sweets.

CM Flying Squads during 38 
raids at the sweets shops at Jind 
collected 125 kg milk products 
found unfit for use and destroyed 
at the spot. Similarly raiding 
teams collected 26 samples at 
Jhajjar, 38 samples at Kaithal, 
30 samples at Karnal, 49 samples 
at Kurukshetra, 21 samples at 
Mohindergarh,  18 samples at 
Mewat, 80 samples at Panch-
kula,  59 samples at Panipat, 9 
samples at Palwal, 45 samples at 
Rewari, 47 samples at Rohtak, 10 
samples at Sirsa, 51 samples at 
Sonipat and 43 samples at Yamu-
nanagar from milk dairies and 
sweets shops and goods found 
contaminated were destroyed 
at the spot. Information reveals 
that Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar had directed CM 
Flying Squads to take strict action 
against those supplying adulter-
ated food products including 
sweets which performed remark-
able duty this festival season to 
take action against adulterators 
playing with the life of public for 
self-vested interest.  

FW Desk

The Indian Direct Selling As-
sociation (IDSA) works as an 
interface between the Industry 
and policy-making governmen-
tal bodies. It has a major role to 
play in the Indian Mar-
ket place for the com-
panies to stay focused 
on the consistency of 
progress, say directly 
or indirectly. 

Apart from several 
CSR activities and contributions 
of the industry to theIndian 
economy, it has set its footprints 
in academicsas well. By intro-
ducing “direct selling” as a PG 
Diploma program in collabora-

tion withShoolini University, 
IDSA has become the world’s 
second-largestdirect-selling as-
sociation to link academics with 
the Industry. 

Last yearIDSA launchedthe-
centre of excellence (CEDSA), 

to facilitate a one-year-
post-diploma in direct 
sales, which added a 
new chapter in the di-
rect selling ecosystem.  
CEDSA is India’s first 
Centre of Excellence 

in Direct Selling by any direct 
Selling Association. With the 
introduction of “direct selling” in 
academics, has benefited youths 
with employment opportunities 
across the globe.

Chhath Puja declared as Dry Day in Delhi for first time Home Minister Amit Shah to gift 
multi-crore projects to Haryana

Hisar in Haryana among 9 railway stations to have multifunctional complexes Ram Rahim names Honeypreet 
as ‘Ruhani Didi’ 

Heroine of value worth Rs 3 cr seized with 2 arrests including womanHAFED gets export orders for 
20000 ton Basmati rice

Two senior Haryana government officers arrested while accepting bribe

Farmers in Haryana incurring Rs 19500 crore 
annual loss in the absence of SYL canal water

9000 kg adulterated milk products, sweets 
destroyed during raids in Haryana

Pitch ready for Adampur Vidhan Sabha bi-poll likely to have triangular contestIDSA sets its footprints in Academics with 
its PG Diploma program in Direct Selling
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New Delhi:  Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah said that 
there has been an increase in 
drug smuggling through the 
darknet and cryptocurrencies, 
which is also responsible for 
terrorism.

The Home Minister made 
the remarks at a high-level 
regional meeting on drug traf-
ficking and national security in 
Gujarat’s capital Gandhinagar 
on Wednesday. Shah said that 
on the one hand narcotics are 
eating the youth like termites 
and on the other hand the illegal 
money coming from the narcot-
ics trade nurtures terrorism.

He said that to keep the youth 
safe and to combat the financ-
ing of terrorism, all the Central 
and state agencies have to fight 
this as a common battle and 
have to win. Shah said that the 

major drug smuggling issues 
in western states include the 
increasing maritime smuggling 
of heroin from the west coast, 
illegal cultivation of narcot-
ics such as opium, ganja, and 
poppy, use of couriers and par-
cels in drug smuggling, darknet 

and increase in drug smuggling 
through cryptocurrencies.

Shah said that during the re-
cent investigation of cases, new 
trends have emerged in drug 
trafficking in western states and 
necessary action needs to be 
taken to tackle these new trends.

The Home Minister said that 
among the states of the western 
region of the country, Guja-
rat, Maharashtra, Goa and the 
Union Territories of Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli and Daman and 
Diu have a vast coastline, addi-
tionally Rajasthan and Gujarat 
share borders with Pakistan.

Shah said that there has 
been an increase in the smug-
gling of South Central Asian 
heroin through the sea route 
as well as the increasing cases 
of heroin smuggling through 
the Indo-Pak border is a mat-
ter of concern. Sharing details 
drug smuggling cases, the Home 
Minister said that from 2006 to 
2013, a total of 1, 257 cases were 
registered, while from 2014 to 
2022, 3, 172 cases were regis-
tered, which is a total increase 
of 152 per cent.

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar 

The Vice President, Jagdeep 
Dhankhar today visited Sri Dar-
bar Sahib (Golden Temple) at 
Amritsar and described it as “a 
glowing symbol of the sublime 
spiritual tradition of our great 
Gurus”.

Dhankhar, who arrived in 
Amritsar on a day long tour, 
his first to the state of Punjab 
as the Vice President, termed 
“the peace, serenity, devotion 
and sense of service” at the 
Golden Temple as an “unfor-
gettable experience”, said in 
official release issued. Noting 
down his remarks in the visi-
tors book, he paid rich tributes 

to the Gurus and underscored 
that “Sri Harmandir Sahib has 
been emanating the message 
of love, humanity, compassion 
and brotherhood through ages.” 

During his visit, the Vice 
President had langar at the 
Golden Temple and took part 
in Sewa along with his family 
members. Thereafter, he visited 
the Jalliawalan Bagh and paid 
floral tribute to the martyrs. 
Calling it a memorial of national 
importance, he said that it “poi-
gnantly reminds of the sacrifice 

of martyrs to whom we are eter-
nally indebted.” Dhankhar also 
remarked that the best tribute 
to the martyrs is building “a 
prosperous, inclusive & self-
reliant India they envisioned.”

He also paid obesince at Ram 
Tirath Temple known as Bhag-
wan Valmik Mandir where he 
was also honored by the man-
agement of the Temple. Then 
the Vice President and his fam-
ily had Darshan and performed 
Puja at Shri Durgiana temple 
and Shri Ram Tirath.

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar 

Jathedar of Akal Takht Sahib, 
Giani Harpreet Singh con-
gratulated the Sikh community 
on Bandi Chhor Diwas and 
gave the message to fight the 
challenges facing the Sikhs 
with unity.

In a press statement issued 
here today, said the so-called 
pastors are spreading pakhand-
wad (exorcism) in the guise 
of Christianity on the land of 
Punjab, and are converting 
and exploiting innocent Sikhs 
physically, economically, and 
mentally and the government’s 
silence on this matter is a seri-
ous concern.

Giani Harpreet Singh also 
underlined the need to work 
together for the release of Bandi 
Singhs (Sikh political prison-
ers) and said that to open closed 
ears of the Indian government, 
the non-resident Indian (NRI) 
Sikhs should hold protests be-
sides making efforts for the 
release of Bandi Singh through 
their governments.

He asked all the Panthic 
sides to work together for 

strengthening Sikh organisa-
tions against the government›s 
attempt to weaken the Shiro-
mani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC). He said 
that the religious, educational, 
and humanitarian activities of 

SGPC are strengthening the 
society and efforts are nec-
essary to make them more 
substantial.

Jathedar, Akal Takht Sahib 
said that for Panthic unity, only 
political unity is not important 

but all sides of Panth should 
start constructive work/proj-
ects to take the Sikh commu-
nity forward with a minimal 
work plan.

He questioned the misuse 
of social media and said that 

if it is not used to defame each 
other, then only good work can 
be possible.

He said the governments 
failed to stop the deadly at-
tack of drugs on society and 
therefore, there is a need to 
form village-level committees 
to solve this problem of failure 
of governments to stop the use 
of drugs and break the drug 
trade›s organizational struc-
ture. «It is a matter of serious 
concern that the Centre and 
Punjab governments have not 
succeeded in stopping trade 
and use of drugs despite using 
all of their means and power», 
said Giani Harpreet Singh.

Expressing concern about 
the low interest in reading 
among Sikh children, he 
said that Panthic institutions 
should encourage children so 
that they succeed in competi-
tive examinations and join the 
administrative, armed force, 
foreign, and other high servic-
es in the country and abroad, 
to be the honour of the com-
munity. He also asked to fulfill 
Panthhic responsibility by 
helping needy children for 
their higher education. 

Panchmahal (Gujarat) : Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Friday asserted that 
people of Gujarat will usher a 
new era of politics by collaps-
ing the political fortress of the 
BJP, which has been in power 
for the past 27 years, and ensu-
ing a landslide victory of Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) party in 
the upcoming assembly elec-
tions.

Addressing to a gathering 
here, Mann said it is crystal 
clear that the people of Guja-
rat have made up their mind 
to give mandate in favour of 
AAP by ousting the BJP from 
the power.

He said the Opposition is 
trying to malign AAP by dub-
bing it ‘B’ team of others but 
AAP is party of Gujarat’s peo-
ple and 130 crore of Indians.

“AAP is spearheading to 
make India number one by 
cleaning the decade-old filth 
in the system with their hon-
est and pro-people approach.”

Slamming the BJP for the 
miserable condition of com-
mon man in the state, Mann 
said the saffron party is re-
sponsible for plundering the 
wealth of the people.

“The people were deprived 
of basic facilities like education 
and health. But now people are 
ready to teach a lesson to the 
BJP in the upcoming assembly 
elections, “ he said.

Referring to the massive 
wave of change in favour of 
AAP in Gujarat, the Punjab 
Chief Minister said repeat-
ing the history of Delhi and 
Punjab, the common people of 
Gujarat will form the govern-

ment of AAP with a landslide 
margin.

The Chief Minister said the 
huge crowd in rallies was a 
testimony to fact that AAP 
will form government in Guja-
rat. He said the BJP has been 
baffled by massive response to 
the party in the state.

Reiterating that AAP will 
eliminate corruption from 
the system after forming the 
government in the state, Mann 
said foreigners ruled Indian 
for over 200 years but they 
would have also felt ashamed 
to witness that they could not 
match the loot what the ruling 

leaders are doing currently in 
the country.

Taking potshots at the Con-
gress for its MLAs shifting 
loyalty to the BJP, Mann said 
the Congress is not change but 
they are for exchange only. 
Their MLAs are ready to join 
other parties as they know ship 
of the Congress is sinking in 
the country.

The Chief Minister said at 
present the country is on the 
brink of political change and 
people are looking beyond 
traditional the Congress and 
the BJP parties. Earlier, there 
was no alternative to people 
but now they have an honest 
AAP party led by its soldier 
Arvind Kejriwal. He said that 
just like Delhi and Punjab, the 
wind of change is prevailing in 
this state too.

BSE launches 
Electronic Gold 
Receipts

New Delhi:  Leading stock 
exchange BSE has launched 
Electronic Gold Receipt 
(EGR) on its platform, a 
move that will help in effi-
cient and transparent price 
discovery of the yellow metal.

It introduced two new 
products of 995 and 999 
purity during the Muhu-
rat trading on Diwali and 
trading will be in multiples 
of 1 gram and deliveries in 
multiples of 10 gram and 100 
gram, the exchange said in 
a statement.

The announcement came 
after the exchange last 
month received final ap-
proval from the Securities 
and Exchange Board of India 
(Sebi) for introducing EGR 
on its platform.

BSE in February received 
in-principle approval from 
Sebi after which the ex-
change conducted several 
mock trading in the test en-
vironment for its members 
to facilitate trading in EGRs.

EGRs will cater to all 
market participants, which 
means that buyers and sellers 
on the exchange will include 
individual investors, as well 
as commercial participants 
along the value chain like 
importers, banks, refiners, 
bullion traders, jewellery 
manufacturers, and retailers.

“The launch of EGRs rep-
resents a significant mile-
stone not only for the BSE 
but also for the global bullion 
industry. BSE is committed 
to continuously facilitating 
access to high-quality invest-
ment-based products and 
services for our stakehold-
ers,” Sameer Patil, CBO at 
BSE said on Monday.

The EGR platform will 
lead to greater assurance in 
the quality of gold supplied, 
efficient price discovery, and 
transparency in transact-
ing. This can create a vibrant 
gold ecosystem in India by 
enabling actual fungibility 
of gold. India is the second 
largest consumer of gold 
globally with annual gold 
demand of approximately 
800-900 tonne and holds 
an important position in the 
global markets.

The country has remained 
a price-taker in the global 
markets, and at present, 
does not play any significant 
role in influencing the price-
setting for the commodity.

A platform for EGR infus-
es transparency in gold spot 
transactions, enables India 
to emerge as the price setter, 
and would eliminate existing 
market inefficiencies.

Former Hurriyat 
chairman Ansari 
passes away

Srinagar:  Former chair-
man of the Hurriyat Confer-
ence and influential Shia lead-
er Maulana Abbas Ansari died 
here on Tuesday. He was 86.

“Maulana (Ansari) breathed 
his last at his Nawakadal resi-
dence in the old city on Tues-
day morning,” a relative of the 
deceased leader said.

He said Ansari was not 
keeping well for the past 
couple of months and was 
hospitalized for some time in 
September.

Ansari was the last chair-
man of the undivided Hur-
riyat Conference which split 
into two factions soon after 
his election as the head of the 
separatist amalgam in 2003.

He had stepped aside from 
active politics and his son 
Masroor had replaced him in 
Hurriyat as representative of 
Ittehadul Muslimeen party.

Jagmohan  Singh
Attari (Amritsar)

On the occasion of Diwali, In-
dian Border Security Force 
(BSF) here today offered 
sweets to its Pakistani Coun-
terparts.

BSF commandant rank of-
ficer along with his staff gave 
sweets to the Pakistani Rang-
ers at ‘Joint Check Post’ (JCP) 
on Attari/Wagah border.

At the time of Sweet offering 
at JCP to Pakistan Counterpart 
by BSF, both the forces were 

looking relaxed as they hugged 
and shook hands with each 
other besides sharing pleas-
antries for a few minutes.

Forces on both sides were 
seen clicking photographs of 
each other’s while wearing 
smile on their lips. 

There are long coming tra-
ditions between India and 
Pakistan to offer sweets to 
each other on major religious 
festivals, like Eid, Diwali, simi-
larly on Independence Days 
of both nations and India’s 
Republic Day. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will visit Visakhapatnam 
on November 11 to inaugu-
rate and lay foundations for 
various developmental and 
infrastructure projects.

Railway officials have re-
ceived the communication 
that he will be in the port city 
to lay the foundation stone for 
Rs 400 crore Visakhapatnam 
railway station modernisation 
project. The same day he will 
lay the foundation stone or in-
augurate projects undertaken 
by the Central government.

These include Rs 26, 000 
crore Visakhapatnam HPCL 
petroleum refinery expan-
sion and modernisation proj-
ect; first phase of modern, 
green new campus of IIM 
Visakhapatnam and cruise 
terminal in Visakhapatnam.

Prime Minister Modi is 
also likely to address a public 
meeting in the city the same 
day. Sources said this public 
meeting may be held at AU 
Engineering College grounds.

Governor Biswa Bhusan 
Harichandan, Chief Minis-

ter Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
will participate in various pro-
grammes along with the Prime 
Minister.

District collector A. Mal-
likarjuna held a meeting with 
Greater Visakhapatnam Mu-
nicipal Corporation (GVMC) 
commissioner Rajababu and 
other officials to review the 
preparations for the Prime 
Minister’s visit.

Rajya Sabha MP GVL 
Narasimha Rao had recently 
called on the Prime Minister 
and invited him to visit Vi-
sakhapatnam to inaugurate 
and lay foundations for several 
developmental and infrastruc-
ture projects.

Aligarh:   Bhartiya Kisan 
Union (BKU) activists will 
now wear uniforms.

BKU national spokesperson 
Rakesh Tikait has asked its 
members to keep their identity 
separate from other farmers’ 
outfits by following a dress 
code.

This, apparently, comes 
after a recent clash between 
the two factions of BKU in 
Muzaffarnagar.

“A dress code has been de-
cided. If a BKU worker ever 
goes to an official meeting, 
talks to an officer, he will wear 
a green scarf, badge and green 
cap. Without insignia, no BKU 

activist will participate in pro-
tests, “ Tikait said.

He further said, “In many 
south Indian states, the farm-
ers’ outfits wear a green scarf. 
So, this (dress code) will help 
you maintain your own iden-
tity. I appeal to all to follow 
the guidelines.”

Letters in this regard have 
been sent to all members.

“It is a necessity to create 
an identity in the public do-
main. BKU workers can now 
be spotted in large gatherings. 
Also, our farmer organisation 
is popular and disciplined. We 
do not want anyone to take 
advantage of it, “ he added.

Mumbai:  The Nationalist 
Congress Party and Shiv Sena-
Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray 
will join the Congress’ Bharat 
Jodo Yatra led by party MP 
Rahul Gandhi when it enters 
Maharashtra next month, party 
leaders said here on Wednesday.

While NCP President Sharad 
Pawar will join the BJY, from 
the Sena (UBT), ex-minister 
Aditya Thackeray and other 
senior leaders are expected to 
mark their presence though 
the dates and venue are not yet 
announced.

A senior Sena-UBT leader, 
preferring anonymity, told to 
media that party chief Uddhav 
Thackeray is unlikely to take 
part in the BJY owing to the 
current political situation here, 
but will depute a high-level team 
of leaders to express solidarity 
with Gandhi and the Congress.

The BJY with Gandhi leading 
the march on foot with many 
senior leaders, is slated to enter 
Maharashtra on November 7 
and the party has organised 
two mega-rallies in Nanded 

and Buldhana districts. With 
Gandhi’s public rally scheduled 
in Nanded and then it will move 
onto Hingoli, Washim, Akola 
and Buldhana, where another 
rally will be held in Shegaon.

The BJY will traverse a total 
of nearly 382 kms in the five 
districts in 13 days before enter-
ing Madhya Pradesh on the next 
leg on November 20.

Top central and state Con-
gress leaders like President 
Nana Patole, Balasaheb Tho-
rat, Ashok Chavan, Manikrao 
Thakre, Naseem Khan, and 
many more are engaged in the 
meticulous planning and en-
gagements of Gandhi during 
the BJY in the five districts, 

where he will directly interact 
with the local peple.

The three parties - which 
were part of the Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA) government for 
two-and-half years before it 
collapsed on June 30 - will now 
come together for the first time 
through the BJY.

Besides the Congress, NCP 
and Sena-UBT leaders, the 
BJY will also see the partici-
pation of many other political 
and farmers groups, prominent 
individuals from different walks 
of life, social and non-political 
entities which will join and 
march together with Gandhi 
at various locations during the 
state sojourn.

FW Desk

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), 
General Anil Chauhan on 
Monday visited forward posts 
in Rajouri sector of Jammu & 
Kashmir and celebrated Di-
wali with soldiers posted on 
the frontlines.

He was accompanied by 
White Knight Corps Command-
er, Lt Gen Manjinder Singh.  

Addressing the troops, Gen 
Chauhan exhorted them to carry 
forward the rich tradition of 
courage and valour of the Indian 
Army. He also emphasised the 
need for operational readiness 

of the highest order.
Gen Chauhan was briefed 

by field commanders on the 
current operational situation 
and security scenario along the 
Line of Control (LoC). 

He also reviewed the develop-
ment of defence infrastructure 
and operational preparedness 
undertaken despite challenging 
terrain and weather conditions 
in the region.

The CDS also laid a wreath at 
Naman Sthal, the war memorial 
of Naushera Sector and paid his 
respects to the bravehearts who 
had laid down their lives in the 
service of the nation.

Drug smuggling through darknet, 
cryptocurrencies increased: Shah

Vice President visits Sri Harmandir Sahib; calls it a ‘glowing 
symbol of the sublime spiritual tradition of our great Gurus’
Pays tribute to 
the martyrs of 
Jallianwala Bagh

People of Gujarat will end 27-year of corrupt regime: Punjab CM Bhagwant MannPrime Minister Modi to inaugurate 
various projects in Vizag on Nov 11

India offers sweets to Pakistan on Diwali

NCP, Shiv Sena-UBT to march 
with Congress’ Bharat Jodo Yatra

Jathedar Akal Takht gave message to Sikh Community 
to  fight the challenges facing the Sikhs with unity

Jammu and Kashmir: 
Chief of Defence Staff visits 
forward posts in Rajouri

BKU creates dress code for its members
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India and other developing economies 
are justifiably worried about the dam-
age to growth from COVID-19, Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine, and the global 

economy’s downturn. But these troubles 
pale in comparison with the climate catas-
trophe already resulting from the current 
trajectory of greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions, whose effects hit developing econo-
mies and the poor hardest. That is why it 
is imperative that COP27 — the United 
Nations’ climate summit which opens in 
Egypt from November 6 — makes real 
advances to stave off the worst effects of 
global warming. This means going beyond 
COP21’s important Paris agreement (2015) 
on national commitments to cut GHG 
emissions and COP26’s notable Glasgow 
agreement (2021) to stem deforestation.

Despite nervousness in making bold 
commitments in these uncertain times, 
a breakthrough must be made in rectify-
ing decades of lopsided emissions by rich 
countries. They are still unwilling to offset 
past excesses by extending the massive 
financing that developing economies need 
for climate action. Just as problematic is 
the continuous and heavy burning of fossil 
fuels by the top five emitters — China, the 
United States, India, Russia, and Japan 
— as well as Southeast Asian countries 
taken together. What is worse, many of 
their plans are woefully inadequate for 
reaching carbon neutrality by 2050 to 
help keep temperatures rise below 2°C as 
envisaged in the Paris agreement. COP27 
would be a success if progress is made on 
both these issues. One way would be for 
the summit to name the countries that are 
most out of line and ask them to do more.

On the other hand, rich countries have 
already shown that they can mobilise 
vast resources to tackle global emergen-
cies. They did this in the 2008–09 global 
financial crisis and spectacularly so in 
the $15 trillion committed in 2020 (by 

one estimate), by the major economies 
to fight COVID-19. But when it comes to 
climate change, rich countries are failing 
dismally in raising the UN-goal of at least 
$100 billion annually in climate finance 
for developing countries. COP27 should 
move the needle on this vital area.

Reaching carbon neutrality by 2050 
is the absolute minimum for all major 
emitters if unthinkable scenarios of global 
warming are to be averted. The reverberat-
ing message from COP27 should be that 
the price for achieving carbon neutrality is 
a fraction of the cost of having to adapt to 
an increasingly unliveable planet. Ahead 
of COP27, Singapore has announced that 
it will achieve net zero emissions by 2050, 
a powerful signal even if coming from 
a country with only 0.1% of the carbon 
footprint.

Advance the year for net zero
India’s reliance on fossil fuels is ex-

tremely high. High GDP growth, India’s 
biggest goal, just cannot be achieved in 
the face of runaway climate change. The 

country has set a target date of 2070 for net 
zero. China is the world’s leader in renew-
able energy, but its share of coal and gas 
in energy production remains over 70%, 
with the country continuing to finance 
massive fossil fuel-based infrastructure. 
China has announced net zero for 2060. 
India and China awkwardly weakened the 
goal of COP26 from a “phase-out” of coal 
power to a “phase-down”. This, however, 
is the moment to advance their date for 
net zero to 2050. Energy is responsible for 
about three-fourths of GHGs in the air, 
and low carbon energy needs to lead the 
decarbonisation of the global economy. 
India’s plan for decarbonisation, even if 
very gradual at present, will nevertheless 
need to see a massive switch to renew-
able energy. Electric power has made 
progress in adopting renewables in its 
energy mix, but a far bigger switch from 
fossil fuel is needed for domestic heating 
and cooling. Factors in the way of a more 
ambitious adoption of renewables such as 
solar and wind include the variability in 
their generation due to weather condi-

tions, weak transmission grids, and poor 
financial conditions of power distribution 
companies.

COP27 should call for the extensive use 
of markets to help shift the global economy 
to a low-carbon path. The summit could 
back a radical shift in countries adopting 
carbon pricing, for example, via a signifi-
cant carbon tax on the source of pollution. 
It should reiterate the need for all countries 
to eliminate fossil fuel subsidies. In terms 
of climate financing, something similar 
could be done to what was achieved dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, when rich 
countries raised vast amounts of financing. 
Climate projects can be vastly scaled up by 
multilateral development banks, such as 
the World Bank and Asian Development 
Bank, all of which have strong climate-
action mandates.

Based on the mixed track record of past 
summits, expectations may not be high for 
what COP27 may bring. One way that it 
could advance the climate agenda is by 
choosing commitments to be backed by 
UN-member states that will be seen by 
governments to be benefiting them — in 
terms of health and cleaner cities, to name 
just two examples — and putting their 
economies on a more environmentally 
sustainable path that alone can deliver 
national interests in these tense economic 
times. India has historically been a hesitant 
climate actor, not unlike other big emit-
ters. COP27, which will be held at Sharm 
El Sheikh, Egypt (November 6-18), is a 
chance for the country to strongly back 
environmentally sustainable development 
in its national interest.

Vinod Thomas is a former senior 
Vice-President, World Bank, and Director 

General, Asian Development Bank. He 
is currently Visiting Professor, National 

University of Singapore. 
Views are personal

Move the needle on climate action
Small savings 
rates should be 
pegged higher

The Government recently 
increased the returns on 
a handful of small savings 
instruments for the ongoing 
October to December quar-

ter by 0.1 to 0.3 percentage points. Popular 
investment avenues for the middle class such 
as the Public Provident Fund (PPF) and the 
National Savings Certificate were left out. On 
paper, the returns on these instruments are to 
be reset on a market-determined basis, with 
a spread of 0 to 100 basis points (one basis 
point equals 0.01%) over the yields on govern-
ment securities with comparable maturities. 
That this has not been adhered to is evident 
even at a cursory glance, given the long pause 
between rate changes. Following interest rate 
hikes this year to curb inflation, government 
securities’ yields have been shooting up. This 
month, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said 
that interest rates offered on various schemes 
in the current quarter are 44 to 77 basis points 
below the formula-implied rates. For house-
holds that have been grappling with 6%-plus 
inflation since January, punctuated by a few 
months of 7%-plus price rise, these meagre 
hikes are far from enough to lift sentiment. 
The last time rates were hiked was in January 
2019, just ahead of the Lok Sabha election. In 
March 2021, the Government had announced 
further cuts ranging from 0.4% to 1.1%, but 
withdrew the decision overnight, citing an 
‘oversight’ amid a poll campaign for five 
States. However, even as a token gesture to 
voters in upcoming polls, this latest tweak in 
small savings rates does not make the cut. As 
the RBI’s top brass warned earlier, negative 
returns have serious consequences for the 
economy if households, which are the biggest 
lenders, stop parking their savings in such 
fixed income instruments and banks. The 
next quarter should see a fairer and healthier 
reset of returns to negate inflation’s dent on 
household savings.

BOOKS: review

Feroze Varun Gandhi explains why the aim of a scheme should be to ensure better public service delivery

Vinod Thomas says the Egypt summit should focus on the economic benefits of decarbonisation
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Over the past three years, over 
50% of existing central gov-
ernment-sponsored schemes 
have been discontinued, sub-

sumed, revamped or rationalised into other 
schemes. The impact has been varied across 
Ministries. For example, for the Union 
Ministry of Women and Child Develop-
ment, there are just three schemes now 
out of 19 schemes, i.e., Mission Shakti, 
Mission Vatsalya, Saksham Anganwadi 
and Poshan 2.0. Mission Shakti itself 
replaced 14 schemes which included the 
‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ scheme.

In the case of the Ministry of Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairy, just two schemes remain 
out of 12. Additionally, the Ministry has 
ended three schemes which include Dairy-
ing through Cooperatives, National Dairy 
Plan-II, etc. For the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Farmers’ Welfare, there are now three 
out of 20 (Krishonnati Yojana, Integrated 
Scheme on Agricultural Cooperatives and 
the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana), while 
there is little information on the National 
Project on Organic Farming or the National 
Agroforestry Policy. There may be some 
who believe that a reduction in government 
schemes is a notable achievement. But does 
this lead to better governance, through less 
government? Are we reducing the state to 
the bare bones? For schemes that exist, 
there are challenges such as funding cuts, 
disbursement and utilisation of funds. As 
of June 2022, Rs 1.2 lakh crore of funds 
meant for central government-sponsored 
schemes are with banks which earn interest 
income for the Centre.

The Nirbhaya fund (2013) with its focus 
on funding projects to improve the public 
safety of women in public spaces and en-
courage their participation in economic 
and social activities is an interesting case; 
Rs 1,000 crore was allocated to the fund 
annually (2013-16), and remained largely 

unspent. As of FY21-22, approximately 
Rs 6,214 crore was allocated to the fund 
since its launch, but only Rs 4,138 crore 
was disbursed. Of this, just Rs 2,922 crore 
was utilised; Rs 660 crore was disbursed 
to the Ministry of Women and Child De-
velopment, but only Rs 181 crore was 
utilised as of July 2021. Yet, a variety of 
women-focused development schemes 
across States are being turned down or 
ended. Meanwhile, women continue to 
face significant risks while in public spaces.

Farmers have not been spared either 
with fertilizer subsidies having been in 
decline over the last few years; actual 
government spending on fertilizers in 
FY20-21 reached Rs 1,27,921 crore. In the 
FY21-22 Budget, the allocation was Rs 
79,529 crore (later revised to Rs 1,40,122 
crore amidst the COVID-19 pandemic). In 
the FY22-23 Budget, the allocation was 
Rs 1,05,222 crore. Allocation for NPK 
fertilizers (nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
potassium) was 35% lower than revised 
estimates in FY21-22. Such budgetary cuts, 
when fertilizer prices have risen sharply 
after the Ukraine war, have led to fertil-

izer shortages and farmer anguish. How 
will we incentivise farmers to continue 
agricultural operations?

Employment programmes
It is the same story with the rural poor. 

The allocation for the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA) went down by approxi-
mately 25% in the FY22-23 Budget earlier 
this year, with the allocated budget at 
Rs 73,000 crore when compared to the 
FY21-22 revised estimates of Rs 98,000 
crore. The Economic Survey 2022-23 has 
highlighted that demand for the scheme 
was higher than pre-pandemic levels 
as rural distress continues. Anecdotal 
cases show that actual funding disbursal 
for MGNREGA has often been delayed, 
leading to a decline in confidence in the 
scheme. The Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhi-
yaan (June 2020, for a period of 125 days) 
sought to provide immediate employment 
and livelihood opportunities to the rural 
poor; approximately 50.78 crore person 
days of employment were provided at an 
expenditure of approximately Rs 39,293 

crore (against an announced budget of Rs 
50,000 crore, Ministry for Rural Develop-
ment). One must also note that the scheme 
subsumed 15 other schemes. With between 
60 million to 100 million migrant workers 
who seek informal jobs, such a scheme 
should have been expanded.

Now to health-care workers. For Ac-
credited Social Health Activists (ASHA), 
who are the first responders, there have 
been delays in salaries for up to six months. 
Regularisation of their jobs continues to 
be a struggle, with wages and honorariums 
stuck at minimum levels.

There is one more example. Biodiversity 
has also been ignored. Funding for wildlife 
habitat development under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
has declined: from Rs 165 crore ( FY18-19), 
to Rs 124.5 crore (FY19-20), to Rs 87.6 crore 
(FY20-21). Allocations for Project Tiger have 
been slashed — Rs 323 crore ( FY18-19) 
to Rs 194.5 crore ( FY20-21). A pertinent 
question is about meeting climate change 
obligations in the face of funding cuts.

Rather than downsizing government 
schemes and cutting funding, one should 
right size the government. After the Goods 
and Services Tax reform, the Centre-State 
relationship has been transformed, with 
fiscal firepower skewed towards the Centre. 
Our public services require more doctors, 
teachers, engineers and fewer data entry 
clerks. We need to build capacity for an 
efficient civil service to meet today’s chal-
lenges, i.e., providing a corruption-free 
welfare system, running a modern economy 
and providing better public goods. Rather 
than having a target of fewer government 
schemes, we should raise our aspirations 
towards better public service delivery.

Feroze Varun Gandhi is a three-time 
Member of Parliament from the Pilibhit 

Lok Sabha constituency in Uttar Pradesh

A dismal case of slashing schemes and cutting funds

The renowned entrepre-
neur and cloud expert, 
a respected and trusted 
name in the cloud in-

dustry and the city of Nashik, 
Mr. Piyush Somani has launched 
his 2 books sharing his entrepre-
neur and health transformation 
journey. 

Marking his debut as an au-
thor the books titled ‘Living in 
Harmony with the Sun’ and ‘En-
trepreneur with the Fire Within’ 
were launched at Nashik. Piyush 
is heading as the Chairman and 
Managing Director of ESDS 
Software Solutions Ltd., a cloud 
computing and data center ser-
vices company.

Piyush Somani laid down the 
foundation of ESDS at the very 
young age of 23 intending to build 

an organization that empowers, 
respects, and nurtures its em-
ployees. 

Hailing from a middle-class 
family in the small town of Na-
shik in Maharashtra, Piyush in 
his book ‘Entrepreneur with the 
Fire Within’ has shared his story 
of real-life experiences, achieve-
ments, setbacks, the rollercoaster 
of emotions, and everything in 
between as a passage of wisdom 
for budding entrepreneurs. In his 
second book ‘Living in Harmony 
with the Sun’, Piyush shared his 
journey to a healthy mind and 
healthy body. 

A man of simplicity, he believes 
in discipline and adheres to it 
entirely, this transformation has 
helped him connect to nature bet-
ter and understand how the Sun 

helps us lead a healthier life and 
how much we can learn from it. 

To grace this event Yuvraj 
Sambhajiraje Chhatrapati - for-
mer member of Rajya Sabha, Shri 
Swami Shrikanthananad - Na-
tional Head, Sri Ramakrishna 
Arogya Sansthan, Narendra Goli-
ya - CMD Rishabh Instruments , 
Sudhir Mutalik - President, North 
Maharashtra Zone of CII and 
CMD of Positive Metering Pumps, 
Dr. Jayant Chopade were present 

and shared their words of wisdom. 
Also, adding more excitement 

to the event the one and only 
Krishnamachari Srikkanth, for-
mer Indian cricketer and a dear 
friend of Piyush Somani conveyed 
congratulations and best wishes 
via a video message. The cricketer 
friend Srikkanth said, “Piyush has 
been a good friend of mine for 
many years now. He is a simple 
man, very helpful with a simple 
attitude towards life. 

Both Piyush and Komal So-
mani are good people. Piyush has 
put down his real-life experiences 
in these books which will be very 

helpful to all young professionals 
aspiring to start their own busi-
nesses and want to make big in 
life. I am sure the book ‘Entre-
preneur with a Fire Within’ will 
inspire and motivate lots of young 
people. I wish Piyush and Komal 
all the very best for this launch.”

On this eve of the wonderful 
event, Mr. Piyush Somani shared 
his happiness and said, “The jour-
ney of writing these books has 
been very special. Both of the 
books are very close to my heart, 
I would like to thank each and 
every one who has been a part 
of this marvellous journey and 
helped to make it all the way here. 
I encourage everyone along with 
young entrepreneurs and profes-
sionals to take out time and read 
these books, understand, learn 
from them, and hopefully gain 
the knowledge that will help you 
in life. The world is changing in 
a blink of an eye and to live a 
happy life one must make their 
mind healthier first.” 

Entrepreneurship and healthy 
life keeps a man going: Book

‘I am sure the book 
‘Entrepreneur with a Fire 
Within’ will inspire and 
motivate lots of young 
people. I wish Piyush and 
Komal all the very best 
for this launch’

Living in 
Harmony with 
the Sun 
By Piyush Somani
Bluerose 
Publishers
135 pages; Rs170s
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San Francisco:  Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk has told Twit-
ter employees that he is not go-
ing to lay off 75 per cent of the 
workforce when he takes over 
the micro-blogging platform.

Reports earlier mentioned 
that Musk will fire 75 %, or 
5,600 employees, from the 
Twitter staff globally.

Musk, who visited Twitter 
headquarters in San Francisco 
with a sink in his hands late 
on Wednesday, cleared to the 
employees that he will not sack 
so many people, reports Tech-
Crunch.

Musk has casually men-
tioned laying off Twitter staff 
in his tweets, without sharing 

any figure.
Twitter employees are still 

anxious about expected staff 
cuts as part of the takeover, 
which is likely to be closed 
on Friday.

According to The Wall 
Street Journal, banks and 
lenders have started to send 
$13 billion in cash backing 
Musk’s $44 billion takeover 
of Twitter.

“Once final closing condi-
tions are met, the funds will 
be made available for Musk 
to execute the transaction by 
the Friday deadline, “ the re-
port mentioned. Musk must 
complete the acquisition by 
Friday or face the lawsuit at a 
court in Delaware, as per the 
deadline given by the judge.

Meanwhile, reports said that 
Twitter employees had written 
an open letter to the board of 
directors and Musk, criticising 
his plans to lay off 75 per cent 
of the workforce.

Twitter has told employees 
in an internal message that 
they would hear directly from 
Musk on Friday.

Global smart device brand 
OPPO on Thursday revealed 
it has emerged as the fastest-
growing vendor (year-on-year) 
among the top five vendors 
in India, according to the Q3 
2022 shipment report by mar-
ket research firm Canalys.

OPPO India has showcased 
sustained momentum through-
out the year with 14 per cent 
(YoY) growth and 7.1 million 
shipments in Q3 2022.

“In keeping with our brand 
proposition of ‘Inspiration 
Ahead’, we at OPPO are proud 
innovators in smartphone tech-
nologies. We have expanded 
our connection with our cus-
tomers through a product eco-
system that makes their life 
convenient, “ said Damyant 
Singh Khanoria, Chief Mar-
keting Officer, OPPO India.

“Our YoY steady growth is 
a testamentofour consumers 
love for what OPPO brings to 
its products. We will continue 
to push the boundaries in tech-
nology and innovation to build 
cutting-edge devices for the 
Indian market, “ Khanoria said.

Over the years, OPPO India 
has launched a strong portfo-
lio of devices across price seg-
ments featuring best-in-class 
technology to ensure that users 
stay ahead of the curve.

A testimony of this is the 
exceptional response received 
for Reno8 Pro 5G and Reno8 
5G, which achieved a target of 
105 per cent and 124 per cent, 
respectively, within the first 
three days of sales, according 
to the company.

“Further, the F Series offer-
ing a premium experience at 

an affordable price has become 
a fan favourite among millen-
nials. A perfect example of 
this is the 68 per cent growth 
clocked by F21 Pro in 2022, 
“ the company added. With 
the vision to make best-in-
class tech more accessible, 
OPPO’s K series has won the 
hearts of consumers across the 
country, and its K10 5G has 
become one of the country’s 
most loved 5G devices. With 
the promise to give consum-
ers the perfect smartphone 
experience, OPPO India has 
worked towards ensuring all 
their users experience 5G im-
mediately after its implemen-
tation in India.

The brand has built a robust 
ecosystem of 5G devices across 
different segments which sup-
port 5G on a non-standalone 

network. OPPO India also 
started working on updating 
the F21 Pro 5G and the K10 5G 
devices to support a standalone 
network since the beginning of 
September 2022 and complete 
the OTA update in line with 
the 5G rollout. Backed by a 
strong manufacturing unit in 
Greater Noida, OPPO India 
has also been declared a leader 
for ‘Make in India’ product 
shipments for two quarters 
consecutively in 2022.

The brand also launched the 
‘Vihaan’ Project to empower 
SMEs and MSMEs to amplify 
their operations and, in turn, 
strengthen the local supply 
chain to build a robust smart-
phone ecosystem in India. Un-
der this programme, OPPO 
India will be investing $60 
million in the next five years.

Retail giant Walmart is report-
edly raising up to $3 billion for 
its e-commerce giant Flipkart 
to further expand its opera-
tions in the country.

With new funds, Flipkart’s 
valuation is set to soar to more 
than $40 billion, giving a fillip 
to the Indian funding scene 
which is going through a harsh 
winter.

Flipkart Group in July last 
year raised $3.6 billion to grow 
and advance the digital com-
merce ecosystem in India. The 
investment valued the group at 
$37.6 billion post the money 
then.

According to media reports, 
Walmart may bring strategic 
investors into Flipkart via this 
fundraising.

The move, according to close 
sources, is to keep Flipkart 
ahead in the e-commerce race 
as online shopping surges 
with every festive season in 
the country.

Reached for a reaction, a 
Flipkart spokesperson told 
IANS that “We do not com-
ment on speculation”. Walmart 
declined to comment.

The last fundraise dem-
onstrated significant inter-
est from global investors, 
including sovereign funds, 
private equity and crossovers 

in addition to Walmart. It 
was led by financial investors 
GIC, Canada Pension Plan 
Investment Board (CPP In-
vestments), SoftBank Vision 
Fund 2 and Walmart, along 
with investments from sover-
eign funds DisruptAD, Qatar 
Investment Authority, Kha-
zanah Nasional Berhad, and 
marquee investors Tencent, 
Willoughby Capital, Antara 
Capital, Franklin Templeton, 
and Tiger Global.

“This investment by lead-
ing global investors reflects 
the promise of digital com-
merce in India and their belief 
in Flipkart’s capabilities to 
maximise this potential for all 
stakeholders, “ Kalyan Krish-

namurthy, Chief Executive 
Officer, Flipkart Group, had 
said in July last year.

“The quality of the investor 
group and valuation is further 
confirmation of global confi-
dence in Flipkart and its mis-
sion to transform commerce 
in India, “ Judith McKenna, 
President and CEO - Walmart 
International, had said.

Bengaluru-based Redseer 
Strategy Consultants had pre-
dicted $11.8 billion worth gross 
merchandise value (GMV) 
during the entire festive month 
up to Diwali. E-commerce 
marketplaces usually hold up 
to three sales leading up to the 
festival of lights.

The online retail platforms 
in India clocked $5.7 billion 
(about Rs 40, 000 crore) worth 
festive sales between Septem-
ber 22 to 30, a robust 27 per 
cent (year-on-year) growth.

Mobile phones continue to 
lead the market with 41 per 
cent contribution in gross 
merchandise value (GMV) 
and nearly 56, 000 mobile 
handsets were sold every 
hour, according to the report 
by Redseer.

Flipkart Group (Flipkart, 
Myntra and Shopsy) continued 
to lead the market with 62 per 
cent market share in GMV.

New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day emphasised on promoting 
indigenous products and self-
reliance for prosperity, and said 
by adopting them, one can keep 
the art, culture and civilization 
of India alive.

Addressing a gathering to 
mark the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Jain saint Vijay Vallabh 
Surishwar via video conference, 

he said the message of ‘swadeshi’ 
and self-reliance is extremely 
relevant in the “Azadi ka Amrit 
Kaal”, a reference to the period 
till 2047, for India to become a 
developed country.

A commemorative postage 
stamp and coin dedicated to 
the saint was also released on 
Wednesday.

Paying tributes to the saint, 
Modi said when the world is 

experiencing the crisis of war, 
terror and violence and is look-
ing for inspiration to break out 
of this vicious circle, ancient tra-
ditions and philosophy coupled 
with the power of today’s India 
is turning out to be a big hope.

He said the path shown by 
Surishwar and the teachings 
of Jain gurus is the solution to 
these global crises.

Mahatma Gandhi had also 
adopted the path of ‘aparigraha’ 
as laid down by Jain gurus, he 
said.

Also recalling Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel, the prime minister 
said Gujarat has given two Val-
labhs’ to the country and noted 
that Patel’s birth anniversary 
will be celebrated on October 31.

‘Statue of Peace’, dedicated 
to the Jain monk, is one of the 
largest statues of saints and the 
‘Statue of Unity’ is the tallest 
statue in the world, he added.

These are not just tall statues, 
but they are also the greatest 
symbol of Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat’, he said.

Insurance firm Bajaj Allianz 
has lodged an FIR with the 
Hazratganj police in Lucknow, 
alleging that owners of 21 
commercial four and three-
wheelers in the state have got 
their vehicles insured as two-
wheelers in the last one month 
and paid less premiums.

The company claimed it suf-
fered huge loss amounting to 
lakhs due to the fraud, which 
was found during an audit.

The firm suspects it to be 
handiwork of an all-India level 
gang that uses an online portal 
for getting vehicles insured.

The complaint has been 
filed on behalf of the company 
branch manager Ravi Shanker 
Tiwari in Hazratganj.

In his complaint, Tiwari said 
one Abhishek Pandey was ap-
pointed as an agent for Point of 
Sale at the company’s satellite 
office in Gonda.

“In September 2021, the 
company came to know that 
Pandey had issued a two-
wheeler liability policy to a 
commercial four-wheeler 
owner. This caused a loss to the 

company of premium meant 
for a four-wheeler, GST loss to 
state and Central governments 
and also to the customer as 
well, “ Tiwari said.

The fraudulent practice by 
Pandey surfaced following an 
internal inquiry.

“We were shocked to know 
that Pandey sold 21 such poli-
cies to four-wheeler vehicles 
of different customers during 
his nearly one-year stint in 
the company, “ Tiwari alleged.

Hazratganj SHO Abhishek 
Mishra said based on a com-
plaint, police registered a case 
of criminal breach of trust 

and forgery against Pandey 
and an investigation was un-
derway.

Bajaj Allianz Head Vikas 
Dave said that the fraud is pan-
India, in which 1.36 lakh four/
three wheelers have been reg-
istered as two wheelers causing 
a loss of around Rs 110 crore to 
the company and Rs 20 crore 
to the government as GST.

Dave further said as per 
records, 26, 000 commercial 
four wheelers have been regis-
tered as two wheelers in Uttar 
Pradesh within a year (October 
2021-October 2022), causing 
loss of around Rs 20 crore.

The global 5G service revenue 
is expected to reach $315 bil-
lion in 2023, rising from $195 
billion this year, a new report 
showed on Monday.

This represents growth of 
over 60 per cent in a single 
year for operator-billed 5G 
service revenue, according to 
Juniper Research.

“Despite the growth of the 
Internet of Things, revenue 
from consumer connections 
will continue to be the corner-
stone of 5G operator revenue 
increase, “ said research co-
author Olivia Williams.

Over 95 per cent of global 
5G connections in 2027 will 
be connected personal devices 
such as smartphones, tablets 
and mobile broadband routers, 
“ Williams added.

The increase in revenue will 

be driven by the accelerating 
migration of cellular subscrip-
tions to 5G networks; owing to 
operator strategies that mini-
mise or remove any premium 
over existing 4G subscription 
offerings.

It forecasts over 600 million 
new 5G subscriptions will be 
created next year, despite the 
anticipated economic down-
turn in 2023.

The report predicts growth 
of 5G networks will continue, 

and over 80 per cent of global 
operator-billed revenue will be 
attributable to 5G connections 
by 2027.

In addition, the ability of 
standalone 5G networks to 
offer ‘network slicing’ will act 
as the ideal platform for the 
growth of 5G private network 
revenue.

Standalone 5G uses next-
generation core networks 
supporting network slicing 
technology, which can be used 
to take a ‘slice’ of public 5G 
infrastructure and provide it 
to private network users.

In turn, this helps mitigate 
the cost of private 5G net-
work hardware and increase 
its overall value proposition, 
all against a background of 
deteriorating macro-economic 
conditions, the report said.

boAt raises Rs 500 
cr to expand market 
share in smart-
watches

Imagine Marketing Limited, 
the parent company of con-
sumer electronics brand boAt, 
is raising Rs 500 crore from its 
existing shareholder, an affiliate 
of Warburg Pincus, a leading 
global private equity fund and 
new investor Malabar Invest-
ments. The investment, said 
the company, will enable it to 
accelerate its plans to attain 
leadership in the smartwatches 
category, scale up its business 
both within and outside India 
and further strengthen its R&D 
and design capabilities.

“The new funding will allow 
us to invest significantly to dis-
rupt the smart watches spaces 
with more innovative products. 
And we are thrilled that inves-
tors continue to have strong 
conviction and confidence in 
the boAt story, “ said Aman 
Gupta, Co-founder and Chief 
Marketing Officer, of boAt. 
The company is making sig-
nificant progress in diversifying 
its manufacturing footprint via 
partnerships with various lead-
ing electronics manufacturing 
services (EMS) players in India, 
including Dixon, with whom it 
has also created a manufactur-
ing joint venture. A significant 
proportion of boAt’s products 
are now being produced in India 
(1 million units every month 
currently).

The company said it is also 
planning to take the boAt brand 
overseas. “Through boAt labs 
(our 120-person in-house R&D 
team) and our acquisition of 
KaHa Technologies, (a world-
class wearables technology and 
IoT platform, with 64 patents 
and patent applications), we 
are developing the next gen-
eration of products, “ informed 
Sameer Mehta, Co-founder and 
Chief Product Officer of boAt. 
boAt closed FY 2022 with net 
revenue of approximately Rs 
3, 000 crore with 100 per cent 
YoY growth.

Spicejet to operate 
with full capacity in 
winter schedule

Arline SpiceJet will operate with 
full capacity in the winter schedule 
starting from October 30 this year. 
As per the domestic winter schedule 
of airlines released by the aviation 
regulator DGCA, the airline can 
operate with full capacity.

Scheduled airlines will operate 21, 
941 flights on domestic routes every 
week in the winter schedule starting 
from October 30. The number of 
weekly flights will be 1.55 per cent 
lower than 22, 287 flights operated 
in the previous winter schedule. 
On July 27, the DGCA restricted 
SpiceJet to operate a maximum of 
50 per cent of its flights, which were 
approved in the summer sched-
ule for a period of eight weeks due 
to a series of incidents involving 
its flights. “In view of findings of 
various spot checks, inspections 
and the reply to the show cause 
notice submitted by SpiceJet, for 
continued sustenance of safe and 
reliable air transport service, the 
number of departures of SpiceJet 
are restricted to 50 per cent of the 
number of departures approved 
under Summer schedule 2022 for 
a period of eight weeks, “ the DGCA 
had said in its July 27 order.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is 
spreading rapidly and is be-
coming more powerful day 
by day than before. It is the 
mechanical form of the human 
brain, with the help of which 
many functions are being per-
formed through computers, 
smartphones, and machines. 
Innovative applications of AI 
are emerging one after the 
other in medical science, com-
puter science, and commercial 
processes. Your smartphone 
is called smart because it is 
powered by AI and the in-
ternet, and in the blink of an 
eye, you can do many impos-
sible tasks with the help of this 
handy gadget. It is surprising 
that the smartphone alone has 
replaced many of the tools and 
technologies that had existed 

over the years and thus has 
changed the lifestyle of people 
the world over. Now you do 
not wear a wristwatch to check 
the time and don’t rely on the 
radio set or a tape recorder 
to listen to your favourite 
songs or music. The camera 
has already disappeared from 
the scene. The calculator also 
met a similar fate. The mobile 
phone alone is doing a lot of 
work now and behind it is 
the power of AI. There is so 
much about AI that no matter 
how many times it interferes 
in our lives, there are some 
things that only humans can 
do well. Some of these unique 
functions include creative 
thinking, empathy, emotional 
quotient (EQ), and finding 
solutions to complex day-to-

day problems.
Children born in or after 

1995 are now in their prime 
phase and are between the 
ages of 25 and 30. One thing 
is very clear in the case of 
these youths, who are also 
called Generation Z, that 
they depend excessively on 
the Internet. Because of this, 
while people of the previous 
generation relied on their 
memory for multiplication 
or daily calculations and 
did most of the counting 
with their minds, the youth 
of Gen Z could not walk a 
step without a smartphone 
or the Internet. They need 
calculators for simple ad-
dition and subtraction and 
the Internet for solutions to 
every problem, big or small. 
40 percent of the youth of 
this generation are those who 
spend more than four hours 
on the internet every day and 
use the internet to make their 
everyday decisions. This gen-
eration maintained contact 
with the outside world only 
through the Internet at the 
time of the Covid pandemic. 

The period of the lockdown 
was such that it was not pos-
sible to go anywhere and 
mutual contacts were also 
broken, in such a situation, 
from ordering medicines 
to necessary video or zoom 
meetings, these youths kept 
the pace of work.

Generation Z sees the solu-
tion to every problem on the 
Internet and considers it to be 
the most effective and reliable 
source of information. With 
the introduction of different 
types of apps, their life has 

become even easier. Whether 
ordering a pizza at 2 o’clock in 
the night or booking a flight 
or a hotel for a weekend out-
ing, everything is done online 
and with full confidence; so 
what’s the need to wander 
elsewhere? The disadvantages 
of being more online are also 
coming to the fore, such as 
one out of every three such 
youth has a problem of de-
pression, anxiety or stress. 
Nevertheless, this generation 
prefers to participate in all 
kinds of social or commercial 

events through social media. 
To build relationships, this 
generation also likes people 
who they have met through 
online mediums.

No matter how much you 
use mobile and the internet, 
living in a natural environ-
ment has its own benefits. In 
many countries in Asia and 
Europe, 80 percent of school-
children have been found to 
have poor vision. Due to mod-
ern living and high-calorie 
food, there were the problems 
of diabetes, obesity, and heart 
diseases, but now a problem 
of vision loss has emerged 
now. The reason behind this 
has been that today’s children 
spend most of their time in 
low indoor light and are less 
exposed to sunlight outside. 
The loss of distant vision is 
called myopia. The problem of 
myopia remains with the per-
son even at a later age. Such 
children lag behind in studies 
and are forced to wear costly 
contact lenses or eyeglasses. 
Apart from this, the disad-
vantages of excessive use of 
mobile phones are well known. 

Mobile games like PUBG are 
making kids violent. Every 
day such reports come to the 
fore in which it is told that 
a child has shot his parents, 
teacher, or fellow children. 
One child used to administer 
his parent’s intoxicating pills 
to play PUBG at night so that 
they could keep sleeping and 
the child continued to play 
violent games on his mobile 
unabated.

Outdoor sports have many 
benefits, but there are some 
indoor activities too which 
have a good effect on the mind 
and provide solutions to some 
medical problems. The drum 
playing is one such activity 
that has a medical benefit 
in addition to music. Recent 
research conducted at King’s 
College London has shown 
that drumming can prove to 
be very useful for children who 
are suffering from autism and 
whose brain and other body 
parts are not in proper coordi-
nation. While playing drums, a 
person’s brain, hands, and feet 
all work together, so drum-
ming was shown to improve 

the physical condition of chil-
dren having autism. Drum-
ming increases functional 
connectivity in the brain.

Advertising is of great im-
portance in the market and 
business. Advertisements 
serve to provide information 
for common citizens. That’s 
why people like to watch ad-
vertisements on TV or mobile. 
It often takes a lot of money 
and effort to create an ad-
vertisement that lasts for a 
few seconds or minutes. The 
reason is that in a few sec-
onds, the key message has to 
be conveyed to the audience, 
which a movie can convey in 
a couple of hours. But ad-
vertising liquor by showing 
a soda bottle or advertising 
gutkha by showing cardamom 
is fraudulent. This is called 
surrogate advertising, which 
is done covertly to avoid legal 
action. The Union Ministry 
of Consumer Affairs has is-
sued guidelines to check such 
misleading advertisements.

The author is a senior journalist 
and columnist, views are personal.

There are some things that only humans can do well. Some of these 
unique functions include creative thinking, empathy, emotional 
quotient (EQ), and finding solutions to complex day-to-day 
problems.

Machines can’t be as creative as humans

Elon Musk says won’t fire 75% of 
Twitter staff as he finalises deal

OPPO fastest-growing with 14% growth in Q3 among top 5 vendors in India

Walmart reportedly raising up to $3 
bn for Flipkart to expand India biz

5G service revenue to reach $315 bn globally in 2023

Insurance firm lodges FIR for fraud, 
4-wheelers insured as bikes

PM Modi pitches for indigenous products
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Mumbai: The Reserve Bank 
will hold a special meeting of 
its rate-setting committee on 
November 3 to prepare a report 
for the government on why it 
failed to keep retail inflation 
below the target of 6 per cent 
for three consecutive quarters 
since January.

The six-member Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) head-
ed by RBI Governor Shaktikan-
ta Das will prepare the report on 
reasons for failure to meet the 
inflation target as well as the 
remedial measures the central 
bank is taking to bring down 
prices in the country.

“Under the provisions of 
Section 45ZN of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) Act 1934... 
an additional meeting of the 
MPC is being scheduled on 
November 3, 2022,” RBI said 
in a statement on Thursday. 
Section 45ZN of RBI Act deals 
with failure to maintain the 
inflation target. RBI Act man-
dates that in case the inflation 
target is not met for three con-
secutive quarters, the central 
bank has to submit a report to 

the government explaining the 
reasons and detail the reme-
dial actions it will be taking to 
check the price rise.

This will be the first time since 
the monetary policy framework 
came into effect in 2016 that 
RBI will have to explain its ac-
tions to the government. As per 
the mandate given to RBI by the 
Union government, the central 
bank is required to ensure retail 
inflation remains at 4 per cent 
with a margin of 2 per cent on 
either side.

Inflation had overshot the 
target for over three quarters 
during the pandemic also but 

RBI did not have to provide an 
explanation to the government. 
It was because of a technical 
shortcoming in data collection 
as data was collected without 
visiting mandis because of 
pandemic-related curbs.

The retail inflation based on 
CPI has remained above 6 per 
cent since January 2022. It was 
7.41 per cent in September. The 
MPC factors in retail inflation 
while deciding the bi-monthly 
monetary policy.

If the average inflation re-
mains above the upper tolerance 
level or less than the lower toler-
ance level for any three consecu-

tive quarters, it is considered a 
failure on part of RBI in meeting 
the inflation targeting mandate.

Last month, Das said the cen-
tral bank considers the commu-
nication to the government for 
missing the inflation targets as 
privileged communication and 
will not be making it public.

RBI has been aggressively 
raising the key interest rate since 
May in a bid to contain inflation. 
It has so far raised the short 
term lending rate by 190 basis 
points taking the rate to a nearly 
three-year high of 5.9 per cent.

Shashanka Bhide, Honor-
ary Senior Advisor at National 
Council of Applied Economic 
Research, Delhi; Ashima Goyal, 
Emeritus Professor at Indira 
Gandhi Institute of Develop-
ment Research, Mumbai and 
Jayanth R Varma, Professor 
at Indian Institute of Manage-
ment, Ahmedabad are among 
the MPC members.

Apart from Das, RBI Deputy 
Governor Michael Debabrata 
Patra and RBI Executive Direc-
tor Rajiv Ranjan are also MPC 
members.

Even as economic growth and 
rising inflation remain major 
concerns for India, with Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
saying that these twin challenges 
would be in focus in the next 
Union Budget, the monthly eco-
nomic review for September has 
said that country’s economic 
performance has been “impres-
sive” in the first half of 2022-23.

“Indian economic per-
formance in the first half of 
2022-23 has been impressive 
compared to the world. As 
measured by PMI composite 
index, the economic activity 
level was higher for India at 56.7 
compared to 51.0 for the World 
level during April-Sept 2022, “ 
said the economic review which 
was released on Saturday by the 
Finance Ministry.

“While wholesale inflation 
has significantly reduced from 
its peak of 16.6 per cent in May 
2022 to 10.7 per cent in Sep-
tember 2022 on account of 
moderating commodity prices 
and government measures, re-
tail inflation remains above the 
RBI’s upper tolerance band due 
to an uptick in food prices. How-
ever, food inflation is expected to 
moderate as the harvesting and 

procurement seasons progress, 
thereby contributing to a declin-
ing headline retail inflation in 
the rest of the fiscal year, “ it said 
while elaborating on inflation.

“On the external front, the 
rupee has performed relatively 
well in first half of 2022-23 com-
pared to other major economies, 
reflecting the strong fundamen-
tals of the Indian economy.” The 
rupee incidentally had touched 
a historic low of 83.18 earlier 
this week, even as Sitharaman 
said that she saw it more as a 
case of the dollar strengthening 
than the rupee falling.

The economic review for Sep-
tember 2022 however noted 
that “the country should be 
able to meet these challenges 

and keep the economy growing 
steadily”.

“Prudent macroeconomic 
policies that have served the 
country well since 2014 con-
tinue to remain essential. As is 
the case with batting in swing-
ing conditions, balls well-left 
(policy errors avoided) will be 
as important as balls played well 
(policy decisions taken), “ it said.

The Central government’s 
continuous thrust on capital 
expenditure promotes broad-
based growth by facilitating 
private sector capital forma-
tion. Significant pick-up in 
consumption has resulted in a 
more-than-proportionate jump 
in GST revenues, a more robust 
economic recovery could al-

low the collections to settle at 
an elevated level, proving the 
high revenue productivity of the 
broad-based consumption, the 
review further noted.

A well-capitalised banking 
system has led to an upswing in 
credit disbursement to the retail, 
industry and services segments.

“High-Frequency Indica-
tors (HFIs) suggest a contin-
ued broadening of traction in 
services activity. E-way bills, in 
particular, point to the overall 
growth of inter-state wholesale 
and retail trade.

“Going forward, the pent-
up demand in the services sec-
tor, combined with a strong 
economic outlook for India, 
will drive growth in the service 
sector, “ the review said. Ser-
vice sector firms are positive 
about demand conditions, sales 
turnover, their hiring plans and 
the overall business situation 
they expect in third quarter of 
the current fiscal. However it 
cautioned that “even as India 
remains one of the bright spots 
in an otherwise gloomy global 
scenario where the dark clouds 
of recession gather, the country’s 
fiscal and monetary authorities 
must remain watchful. 

Indian Rupee touches 
82.72 against US dollar
Indian rupee on Friday closed 
at 82.63 after touching a high 
of 82.72 against the US dollar. 
The Indian currency gave up its 
early gains due to higher dollar 
demand. Earlier this month, 
rupee had touched a record high 
of 83.18 against the dollar.

The inves-
tors’ dim out-
look on China 
and also on the 
overall global 
economy has 

impacted the rupee. Rupee’s 
fate will also depend on the 
crucial Federal Reserve meet-
ing on November 2, market 
watchers said. In addition to 
this, the ECB’s soft comments 
drove market views that central 
banks will likely moderate the 
pace of monetary tightening. 
This was more so, after the 
Bank of Canada surprisingly 
announced a smaller-than-
expected rate hike.

Ottawa:   The Bank of 
Canada has increased its 
benchmark interest rate by 
50 basis points to 3.75 percent.

Given elevated inflation and 
inflation expectations, as well 
as ongoing demand pressures 
in the economy, the bank’s 
governing council expected 
that the policy interest rate 
will need to rise further, the 
central bank said in a state-
ment issued on Wednesday.

In the last three months, 
Canada’s CPI inflation has 
declined from 8.1 percent to 
6.9 percent, primarily due to 
a fall in fuel prices.

However, price pressures 
remain broadly based, with 
two-thirds of CPI components 
increasing more than 5 per-
cent over the past year, the 
bank said.

The bank added that its 
preferred measures of core 
inflation were not yet show-
ing meaningful evidence that 
underlying price pressures are 
easing.

The bank expected CPI 
inflation to ease as higher 
interest rates help rebalance 
demand and supply, price 
pressures from global supply 
disruptions fade, and the past 

effects of higher commodity 
prices dissipate.

CPI inflation is projected to 
move down to about 3 per cent 
by the end of 2023, and then 
return to the 2 per cent target 
by the end of 2024.

According to the bank, the 
Canadian economy continued 
to operate in excess demand 
and labour markets remain 
tight.

The effects of recent policy 
rate increases are becoming 
evident in interest-sensitive 
areas of the economy: housing 
activity has retreated sharply, 
and spending by households 
and businesses is softening.

The bank projected the 
country’s GDP growth to slow 
from 3.25 per cent this year to 
just under 1 per cent next year 
and 2 per cent in 2024.

Quantitative tightening con-
tinues and is complementing 
increases in the policy interest 
rate, the Bank of Canada said.

SoftBank-backed digital men-
tal health company Cerebral 
is laying off about 20 per cent 
of its staff as it restructures its 
business.

According to The Wall Street 
Journal, nearly 400 people will 
lose their jobs, primarily clini-
cal staff and care counselors. 
A memo from its CEO, David 
Mou said the cuts would affect 
employees across the company, 
including at headquarters and 
among clinical care staff and 
support workers.

“The changes are part of Ce-
rebral’s ongoing transformation 
programme, which drives to cre-
ate more sustainable growth and 
stability, while further deliver-
ing our mission to democratise 

access to high-quality mental 
health care for all, “ a Cerebral 
spokesperson was quoted as say-
ing in reports. “These changes 
are focused specifically on re-
alising operational efficiencies 
while prioritising clinical quality 
and safety across the organisa-
tion, “ the spokesperson added.

The care counselors meet 
patients regularly to manage 
medications prescribed by cli-

nicians and provide support.
The company has come under 

scrutiny for making it easier to 
provide Attention-deficit hy-
peractivity disorder (ADHD) 
medication to potential clients.

In April, a former Cerebral 
executive sued the company, al-
leging he was fired after voicing 
concerns about unethical pre-
scribing practices and patient 
safety issues.

The San Francisco-based 
company has raised more than 
$426 million to date, and was 
last valued at $4.8 billion.

Earlier this year Cerebral 
laid off “hundreds” of people, 
primarily affecting its support 
and operations team to improve 
its programmes.

Auto-rickshaw, taxi 
fares hiked in Delhi

New Delhi:  The Delhi gov-
ernment has approved a hike in 
auto-rickshaw and taxi fares in 
view of rising CNG prices in the 
national capital, according to 
an official statement on Friday.

According to the revised 
fares, the meter down charge 
(minimum fare) for the initial 
1.5 kilometre for auto-rickshaws 
has been increased from Rs 25 
to Rs 30, while the per kilometre 
charge after meter down has 
been hiked from Rs 9.50 to Rs 
11. For taxis, the per kilometre 
charge after meter down has 
been hiked from Rs 14 to Rs 17 
for non-AC vehicles and from Rs 
16 to Rs 20 for AC vehicles. The 
last revision in the auto-rickshaw 
fares happened in 2020 while 
that for taxi which includes 
black-and-yellow taxi, economy 
taxi and premium taxi happened 
nine years back in 2013.

Mumbai:  Equity bench-
marks ended higher on Fri-
day helped by buying in index 
major Reliance Industries 
along with fresh foreign fund 
inflows.

Extending its previous day’s 
rally, the 30-share BSE bench-
mark climbed 203.01 points 
or 0.34 per cent to settle at 
59,959.85. During the day, it 
jumped 376.33 points or 0.62 
per cent to 60,133.17.

On similar lines, the broader 
NSE Nifty advanced 49.85 
points or 0.28 per cent to end 
at 17,786.80 . In the Sensex 
pack, Maruti, Reliance In-
dustries, NTPC, Power Grid, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Bajaj 
Finserv, Titan and Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank were the major 
winners. Shares of Maruti 
climbed nearly 5 per cent af-
ter the company announced 
its earnings.

Maruti Suzuki India on Fri-
day reported an over four-fold 
increase in consolidated net 
profit to Rs 2,112.5 crore in 

the second quarter ended on 
September 30, 2022, riding on 
record sales. Tech Mahindra, 
Tata Steel, Sun Pharma, ICICI 
Bank and State Bank of India 
were among the laggards.

“Gains in index heavy-
weights helped the domestic 
market to withstand its gains 

despite negative trends in its 
global peers. US tech stocks 
had a significant sell-off fol-
lowing disappointing quarterly 
results and a bleak forecast.

“However, the strengthen-
ing rupee along with a soften-
ing treasury yield and decent 
Q2 earnings results are sup-

porting the domestic market 
in the near term,” said Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research at Geo-
jit Financial Services.

The BSE smallcap gauge fell 
by 0.62 per cent and midcap 
index dipped 0.41 per cent.

Among BSE sectoral indices, 
auto jumped 1.66 per cent, 

energy climbed 1.20 per cent, 
oil & gas (0.76 per cent) and 
consumer discretionary (0.32 
per cent). However, metal fell 
by 1.44 per cent, commodities 
declined by 1.08 per cent, IT 
(0.76 per cent), bankex (0.72 
per cent) and telecommunica-
tion (0.55 per cent).

Meanwhile, the rupee de-
clined by 15 paise to close at 
82.48 (provisional) against the 
US dollar on Friday.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets 
in Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai and 
Hong Kong ended lower.

Stock exchanges in Europe 
were trading in the negative 
territory in mid-session deals. 
Wall Street had ended on a 
mixed note on Thursday.

International oil benchmark 
Brent crude was trading 0.84 
per cent lower at USD 96.15 
per barrel.

Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) turned buyers 
on Thursday as they bought 
shares worth Rs 2,818.40 
crore, as per exchange data.

New Delhi: Gold price in 
the national capital fell by Rs 
105 to Rs 50,889 per 10 grams 
on Friday amid weak global 
trends, according to HDFC 
Securities.

In the previous trade, the 
precious metal had closed at 
Rs 50,994 per 10 grams.

Silver, however, gained Rs 
21 to Rs 58,336 per kg from 
Rs 58,315 per kg.

The rupee appreciated 4 
paise to 82.29 against the US 
dollar in early trade on Friday, 
supported by a weak greenback 
in the overseas market and 
positive domestic equities.

In the international mar-

ket, gold was trading in red 
at USD 1,653.25 per ounce 
while silver was flat at USD 
19.34 per ounce.

“COMEX spot gold was last 
quoted at USD 1,653.25 an 
ounce which is lower than the 
previous close as the dollar 
rebounded after Bank of Japan 
and ECB policy decisions,” 
said Dilip Parmar, Research 
Analyst at HDFC Securities.

Kakinada (Andhra Pradesh): 
Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Friday 
asked States to adopt a multi-
modal approach and ensure 
logistics did not become a 
burden on exporters. 

She said the PM Gati 
Shakti was a beautiful pro-
tocol with which a synergy 
could be brought in. 

Delivering the inaugural 
address after inaugurating 
the third campus of the In-
dian Institute of Foreign 
Trade in Kakinada, Sith-
araman referred to ‘One 
District-One Product’ and 
‘Vocal for Local’, initiatives, 
aimed at promoting local 
products and creating their 
export markets. 

She said the Commerce 
Ministry was working on get-
ting an export policy that 
would help the exporters by 
giving them incentives and 
promoting many things. 

There’s a repetitive and 
very relevant line that the 
Commerce Minister refers to 
We can’t be exporting taxes.’ 
We also should identify ways 
in which those taxes whether 
Centre, State or local that 
are on these products should 
be removed so that we don’t 
burden their exporters, the 
Finance Minister said. 

The governments did not 
get much revenue from those 
products but burdened the 
exporters nevertheless, she 
noted.  She said the growing 
cost of electricity and logis-
tics was also affecting the 
exports. With better roads 
and ports coming electronic 
facilitation for the customs 
operations coming surely, 
the logistics element is be-
ing addressed little by little. 
State governments should 
also spend some time to see 
that logistics doesn’t become 
a burden on exporters, Sith-
araman said. 

The Finance Minister re-
ferred to the Prime Minis-
ter’s suggestion that States 
should open export promo-
tion offices in Indian embas-
sies abroad. If you have the 
capacity to tell the kind of 
things you produce that are 
international class our em-
bassies are the place where 
you should be and target the 
markets there. Some of our 
States are the size of some 
European countries. We 
have the capacity even as a 
district to capture the market 
outside, she said. 

The ‘One District-One 
Product’ is an attempt to 

identify such products in 
each district that have a 
natural capacity, organic 
capacity. And ‘Vocal for 
Local.’ Those are the kind 
of products that capture 
international imagination 
and need to be supported, 
she added. 

Sitharaman, who said she 
was speaking as a student 
of trade and not a minister, 
observed that trade-related 
courses should become a lot 
more nimble. She exhorted 
the IIFT students to have a 
comprehensive understand-
ing of what was going on in 
the global trade areas. 

“Multilateral institutions 
that govern trade have set 
the global norms. We should 
understand them. If any-
thing, India’s case should 
be put forward in a far more 
discerning, understanding 
way, she said. 

Sitharaman asked stu-
dents to widen their horizon 
and have a multi-disciplinary 
approach to studying trade. 
The Finance Minister asked 
the IIFT Vice-Chancellor to 
ensure the institution active-
ly engaged in India’s trade. 

Wonderful brains are here. 
Use them to tell the Com-
merce Ministry how to go 
about it (foreign trade). You 
should be in the team of the 
Commerce Minister when 
he negotiates trade (with 
foreign countries), Sithara-
man said. 

She took a dig at the Indi-
an economic service and In-
dian trade service officers for 
doing only a copy-paste job. 
You have Indian economic 
service and Indian trade ser-
vice officers giving papers 
to the Minister, saying, Oh, 
minister can you please take 
this up?’ But, many a time I 
find them copy-paste. I am 
sorry to say this. The Minis-
ter doesn’t get an advantage, 
Sitharaman remarked. 

Andhra Pradesh Minis-
ters Buggana Rajendranath, 
K Nageswara Rao, Ch S V 
Krishna, S A Raju, Rajya 
Sabha members G V L Nara-
simha Rao, P S C Bose, Lok 
Sabha members V Geeta, M 
Bharat, MLCs, MLAs, and 
others attended the event. 

The IIFT-Kakinada has 
been opened on a tempo-
rary basis on the campus of 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Tech-
nological University here. 
IIFT’s own campus on a 25-
acre site at the Kakinada SEZ 
would be built at a cost of Rs 
230 crore.

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Friday dedicated to 
the nation 75 infrastructure 
projects including bridges, 
roads and helipads built at 
a cost of Rs 2,180 crore in 
strategically key areas of La-
dakh, Jammu and Kashmir, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim 
among others.

He inaugurated the projects 
at a function held at the Dar-
buk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldi 
(DS-DBO) road that provides 
connectivity to India’s north-
ernmost outpost of Daulat Beg 
Oldi in eastern Ladakh.

The highlight of the event 
was the onsite inauguration 
of 120-metre-long ‘class-70 
Shyok Setu’ on the DS-DBO 
Road at an altitude 14,000 
feet, the defence ministry said. 

The bridge will be of strate-
gic importance as it will facili-
tate logistics movement of the 
armed forces. Other projects 
inaugurated virtually by Singh 
included two helipads, one 
each in Hanle and Thakung, in 
Eastern Ladakh, it said. 

These helipads will enhance 

the operational capabilities 
of the Indian Air Force in the 
region. The rest of the projects 
were inaugurated virtually by 
Singh.

The 75 projects included 
45 bridges, 27 roads, two he-
lipads and one ‘Carbon Neutral 
Habitat’ and they are spread 
across six states and two Union 
territories. 

Twenty of the projects are 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 18 
each in Ladakh and Arunachal 
Pradesh, five in Uttarakhand 
and 14 in other border states 
of Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh, 
Punjab and Rajasthan.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the defence minister 
reaffirmed the government’s 
commitment to ensure the 
progress of far-flung areas 
to fulfil the security needs 
of the country.

Singh noted that infra-
structure development along 
with the valour of the armed 
forces was the main reason 
that helped India effectively 
deal with the recent situation 
in the northern sector, in an 
apparent reference to Indian 
military’s response to Chinese 
PLA’s aggressive behaviour in 
eastern Ladakh. 

Walkaroo inaugurates 
new manufacturing 
unit in K’taka
Chennai: Noted footwear 
brand Walkaroo International 
Ltd has inaugurated its new 
state-of-the-art manufactur-
ing unit in Karnataka under 
its expansion plans, the Tamil 
Nadu-based company said on 
Friday. The facility would be 
an exclusive manufacturing 
unit to produce polyurethane 
footwear in a bid to strengthen 
the PU footwear products of-
fered by the company in south-
ern parts of the country.

“We have been expanding 
our brand presence not only 
in India but also in the global 
footwear segment. As we con-
tinue to redefine and expand 
the affordable footwear seg-
ment in India, we broadened 
our portfolio with design tech-
nology...,” company Managing 
Director VKC Noushad said.

The new unit besides serving 
the domestic market would 
also be used for exports, the 
company said.

Reserve Bank’s Monetary Policy Committee  
to discuss inflation report on November 3

Union FM review high inflation & weak rupee, says economic performance ‘Impressive’

FM Nirmala Sitharaman  
asks States to ease logistics 
burden on exporters

Markets log gains for 2nd day on buying in Reliance

Bank of Canada increases 
policy interest rate

Gold falls Rs 105, silver gains Rs 21

Softbank-backed health unicorn 
Cerebral laying off 400 people

Rajnath Singh dedicates 75 infra 
projects from eastern Ladakh
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Former Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan was booed 
with ‘ghari chor’ (watch steal-
er) chants within the vicinity 
of the civil courts in Lahore.

In a video circulating on 
social media, the PTI chairman 
could be seen emerging out of 
a gate at the Civil Courts La-
hore surrounded by his party 
workers and security personnel 
when people standing there 
started chanting the deroga-
tory slogan with reference to 
the Toshakhana controversy, 
Geo News reported.

In the video, a PTI supporter 
accompanying Khan could 
also be seen shoving a man 
for chanting slogans.

Khan has granted a cheque 
worth 50 million PKR to the 
Lahore Bar and invited the 
lawyers to participate in his 
party’s upcoming long march.

Aside from that, the PTI 
chief also announced the 
provision of health cards to 

lawyers and also promised to 
upgrade a hospital for them.

Khan also said that a Law-
yers’ Protection Bill will be 
passed by the Punjab Assem-
bly.

On October 21, the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP), in a consensus verdict 
related to the Toshakana ref-
erence, disqualified Khan and 
ruled that the PTI chairman 
was no more a member of the 
National Assembly, reports 
Geo News.

“Criminal proceedings will 
be initiated against the PTI 
chairman for misdeclaration, 
“ the verdict said.

The ECP stated that Khan 
had submitted a false affidavit 
and was found involved in cor-
rupt practices under Article 
63(1)(p).

Under the said article, a law-
maker is disqualified for the 
time being from being elected 
or chosen as a member of the 
Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) 
or of a provincial assembly.

In his first address to the na-
tion via a televised statement 
in front of 10 Downing Street, 
now his official residence-cum-
office as Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom, Britain’s 
first non-white, non-Christian 
head of government Rishi Su-
nak pledged: “I will unite our 
country not with words, but 
with action.” He did not mince 
words about the “mistakes” 
made by his immediate pre-
decessor, Liz Truss and said: 
“I have been elected as leader 
of my party and your Prime 
Minister in part to fix them.” 
He added: “This will mean 
difficult decisions to come.”

Sunak promised that he will 
be as caring as he was as Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer during 
the Covid pandemic, saying: “I 
will bring that same compas-
sion to the challenges we face 
today.” But he indicated the 
current generation of Britons 

have to settle the country’s 
debt, instead of leaving this 
for their children or grandchil-
dren. At the end of his five and 
a half minute speech, he waved 
to the assembled journalists 
and camera crews before en-
tering the historic door and 
building.

Earlier, British monarch 
King Charles III granted 
Sunak an audience at Buck-
ingham Palace and formally 

invited him to constitute a gov-
ernment. Sunak is the young-
est Prime Minister of Britain 
in 200 years. He has risen to 
this position after only seven 
years in politics. He was pre-
viously an investment banker 
and hedge fund manager.

He is of Indian origin by 
virtue of his grandparents 
hailing from pre-partition In-
dia, though his parents were 
brought up in East Africa. He 

himself was born in South-
ampton. His wife Akshata 

Murthy, a businesswoman, 
is Indian.

NewDelhi: “We are proud 
of him and wish him success,” 
Infosys co-founder Narayana 
Murthy said in his first com-
ments on the elevation of his 
son-in-law Rishi Sunak as 
Britain’s prime 
minister.

Sunak, 42, on 
Sunday won the 
race to lead the 
Conservative Party 
and is now set to 
become Britain’s 
first prime minister of Indian 
origin. “Congratulations to 
Rishi. We are proud of him 
and we wish him success,” 
Murthy said in first first reac-
tion emailed to PTI. “We are 
confident he will do his best 

for the people of the United 
Kingdom.” 

The son of a pharmacist 
mother and doctor father, 
Sunak was educated at one 
of England’s most renowned 

schools, Winchester, 
and then Oxford. He 
spent three years at 
Goldman Sachs 
Group Inc. and later 
gained an MBA from 
Stanford in Califor-
nia, where he met his 

wife Akshata Murthy, daugh-
ter of Infosys co-founder Na-
rayana Murthy.

He married Akshata in 
2009 and the couple has 
two daughters, Krishna and 
Anoushka.

Vietnam reports 
260,000 dengue cases, 
102 deaths this yr

Hanoi:   Vietnam has re-
ported about 260, 000 cases 
of dengue fever infections and 
102 deaths so far this year, 
the Ministry of Health said. 
The number of infections and 
fatalities grew nearly five times 
from the same period in 2021, 
the Ministry said, adding that 
“major outbreaks” are likely to 
occur in many provinces and 
cities in November and De-
cember, reports Xinhua news 
agency. Ho Chi Minh City is 
still the hotspot with nearly 
70, 000 cases and 29 deaths. 
The capital Hanoi has seen 
more than 8, 000 cases with 
12 deaths. Besides dengue, 
Vietnam has also witnessed the 
complicated developments of 
other diseases recently.

FW Desk

Clinical, in close collaboration 
with The George Institute for 
Global Health, has recently 
announced the recruitment 
of more than 5,000 patients 
in its ground-breaking, first 
of its kind, Global Kidney 
Patient Trials Network (GK-
PTN) which will accelerate 
treatments for kidney disease. 
The concept for the GKPTN is 
a logical extension of George 
Clinical’s scientific and clinical 
operations leadership in the 
kidney space. In early 2020, 
the GKPTN enrolled its first 
patient with the purpose of de-
veloping a network of patients 
with chronic kidney disease 
(CKD) willing to participate 

in clinical research projects 
accessible through a single 
global chronic kidney disease 
platform. The GKPTN now has 
more than 140 sites in nine 
countries globally recruiting 
patients including Australia, 
China, Japan, USA, Canada, 
Argentina, Brazil, Spain and 
Italy with the full intention 
of continuing to expand the 
number of countries in the 
coming years.

The GKPTN aims to ac-
celerate the development of 
new treatments and provide 
equitable benefits for the mil-
lions of people globally who 
suffer from chronic kidney 
disease and the many rarer 
kidney diseases associated with 
glomerular nephropathies. It 

is the rarer diseases that have 
seen increased focus of late 
from drug developers in the 
race to find treatments for 
these underserved patients. 
Responding to the needs of 

the researchers in the kidney 
space, George Clinical has 
made a commitment to priori-
tize the recruitment of patients 
into the network with these 
more rare glomerulonephropa-

thies while still remaining fo-
cussed on the development of 
a master protocol under which 
future CKD trials can be run 
in a more efficient manner.

George Clinical Chief Medi-
cal Officer, Maria Ali noted 
“Our ultimate goal is to grow 
the GKPTN to a total of 10,000 
patients by the end of 2027 
which will give us the band-
width to support dozens of 
clinical trials in the kidney 
space. We are well on our way 
to achieving our goals as we 
seek to provide the infrastruc-
ture necessary to make recruit-
ment timelines shorter and 
reduce the time to get needed 
treatments to patients.” 

There are a number of trials 
currently being supported by 

the GKPTN which are target-
ing treatments for CKD and 
glomerulonephropathy and 
the network has the capac-
ity to support many more 
simultaneous trials.  George 
Clinical, as the leading CRO in 
the kidney space will have an 
expanded presence to engage 
those in the industry inter-
ested in leveraging the net-
work at the upcoming 2022 
ASN Kidney Week in Orlando 
and briefings with scientific 
leaders and operations leads 
will be available.

The development of the 
GKPTN was made possible 
through a generous grant 
from AstraZeneca and serves 
as a clear example of a true 
research partnership. 

London:   Indian-origin 
Labour MP Nadia Whittome 
has deleted a tweet, which she 
posted earlier this week saying 
Rishi Sunak becoming Prime 
Minister “isn’t a win for Asian 
representation”.

Whittome was “instructed” 
to remove her tweet, a spokes-
man for Labour leader Sir Keir 
Starmer confirmed, after it drew 
backlash on social media, the 
BBC reported. “Rishi Sunak as 
prime minister isn’t a win for 
Asian representation, “ Whit-
tome wrote in the tweet, which 
now stands deleted.

“He’s a multi-millionaire 
who, as chancellor, cut taxes 
on bank profits while oversee-
ing the biggest drop in living 
standards since 1956. Black, 
white or Asian: if you work for 
a living, he is not on your side, “ 
she added. Sunak, the UK’s first 
Asian Prime Minister, and his 
wife Akshata Murty’s combined 
fortune is estimated to be 730 
million pounds, double the esti-
mated 300 million-350 million 

pounds wealth of King Charles 
III and Camilla, Queen Consort.

They own four properties 
spread across the world and 
valued at more than 15 million 
pounds, The Guardian reported.

Whittome’s Punjabi Sikh fa-
ther emigrated to the UK from 
Banga, Punjab at the age of 21. 
Her mother is an Anglo-Indian 
Catholic solicitor and former 
member of the Labour Party. 
In a statement to BBC, Whit-
tome’s office said: “Like Rishi 
Sunak, Ms Whittome is second-
generation British Indian. “Ms 
Whittome was pointing to Rishi 
Sunak’s record as chancellor to 

demonstrate that effective po-
litical representation of British 
Asian communities -- and the 
interests of all working people 
-- is about far more than the 
ethnicity of the prime minister.”

Labour Party leader Keir 
Starmer, meanwhile, “wel-
comed” the appointment of 
Sunak as “the first British Asian 
Prime Minister”, describing it as 
a “real milestone for our coun-
try”. But on being pressed by 
the Sky News on Wednesday 
to comment on the issue, he 
said: “The position of the Labour 
party is the position that I have 
set out. the whole Labour Party 
supports that, and we’re very, 
very pleased to do that”.

Whittome, a staunch critic 
of Sunak, had earlier tweeted: 
“Rishi Sunak and his wife sit 
on a fortune of 730, 000, 000 
pounds. That’s around twice 
the estimated wealth of King 
Charles III. Remember this 
whenever he talks about making 
‘tough decisions’ that working 
class people will pay for.”

Toronto: Indo-Canadian 
healthcare worker Navjit 
Kaur Brar has become the 
first turban-wearing Sikh 
woman to be elected as 
Brampton City Councillor in 
the recent Municipal council 
polls.

Brar, a respiratory 
therapist and a mother of 
three, won the race for City 
Councillor in Wards 2 and 6, 
beating Jermaine Chambers, 
a former Conservative MP 
candidate for Brampton 
West.

Brar had 28.85 per cent 
of the votes cast on Monday 
with Chambers as nearest 
contender with 22.59 per 
cent, and Carmen Wilson 
coming in third at 15.41 per 
cent, the Brampton Guardian 
reported.

“I am so proud of @
Navjitkaurbrar. She was a 
selfless and dedicated front 
line healthcare worker dur-
ing the pandemic. She has 
stepped up for public service 
and I am confident she will 
be a phenomenal addition 
to Brampton City Council, 
“ tweeted Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown, who won a 
second term in recent elec-
tion. As part of her campaign 
she knocked over 40,000 
doors and spoked to over 
22,500 residents in the last 
two months.

“Over the past 3 years, I’ve 
spoken to countless Bramp-
tonians and the sentiment I 
hear is that they are all hurt-
ing, they feel unheard, they 
feel left behind. With the ris-
ing cost of living It’s getting 
harder to raise and provide 
for your family in Bramp-
ton... As your city councillor 
I will fight for better services 
for all Bramptonians and 
ensure that your voices are 
heard, “ Brar had said in her 
campaign pitch. Brar previ-
ously ran as the Ontario NDP 
candidate in Brampton West, 
losing out to incumbent Pro-
gressive Conservative MPP 
Amarjot Sandhu.

Another Sikh candidate, 
Gurpartap Singh Toor, 

knocked off his opponent 
Gurpreet Dhillon in Wards 9 
and 10 by a scant 227 votes.

As many as 40 Punjabis 
were in the fray for Bramp-
ton civic elections, according 
to local media reports.

Out of 354, 884 eligible 
voters in Brampton, only 87, 
155 of them turned up to cast 
ballots -- an abysmal voter 
turnout of approximately 
24.56 per cent, according to 
unofficial results, The Pointer 
reported.

The Indo-Canadian 
community, along with the 
councillor candidates, had 
raised concerns over the elec-
tion date overlapping with 
Diwali -- one of the most-
awaited festivals celebrated 
by the large swathe of Indian 
diaspora present in the North 
American country.

“It is very problematic 
that the elections are taking 
place on the Diwali day, espe-
cially the municipal election 
that has always seen a low 
voter turnout, “ Gurpratap 
Singh Toor, who has won 
Wards 9 and 10, had told 
Omni Punjabi. Elections for 
municipal government are 
held every four years on the 
fourth Monday of October, 
which fell on October 24 
this time. These polls usu-
ally elect a mayor and city 
council and sometimes also a 
school board. Around 40 %  
of Brampton’s population is 
South Asian, and the munici-
pal election also fell on the 
religious festival of Diwali, 
celebrated by Hindus, Sikhs 
and Jains.

Former British Chancellor Rishi 
Sunak is set to make history by 
becoming the first Hindu and 
first person of colour to become 
the UK’s next Prime Minister.

The 42-year-old was born in 
Southampton to Hindu-Punjabi 
parents but his grandparents 
were born and raised in the city 
of Gujranwala in Punjab prov-
ince, Geo News reported.

Sunak, in an odd way, is both 
an Indian and a Pakistani by her-
itage. He is a practising Hindu 
and takes his Commons oath on 
the Bhagavad Gita.

His paternal grandfather 
Ramdas Sunak left Gujranwala 
to work as a clerk in Nairobi 
in 1935. His wife, Suhag Rani 
Sunak, moved to Delhi first 
from Gujranwala, along with 
her mother-in-law, before travel-
ling to Kenya in 1937 to join her 
husband. Ramdas and Suhag 
Rani had six children, three sons 
and three daughters.

Rishi Sunak’s father Yash-
veer Sunak was born in 1949 in 
Nairobi. He arrived in Liverpool 
in 1966 and went on to study 
medicine at the University of 
Liverpool. Yashveer married 
Usha in Leicester in 1977.

Three years later, Rishi was 

born in 1980 in Southampton. 
His parents ran a successful 
pharmacy business till their 
retirement. “The Sunaks are 
a Punjabi Khatri family from 
Gujranwala, now in Pakistan, 
“ said a Twitter user, adding: 
“Ramdas Sunak, Rishi’s paternal 
grandfather, left Gujranwala 
to work as a clerk in Nairobi 
in 1935.”. As soon as it became 
clear that Rishi will become the 
next Prime Minister, Pakistani 
netizens on Twitter laid claim 
to the incoming British leader.

“I think Pakistan should also 
lay claim on Rishi Sunak because 
his paternal grandparents were 
from Gujranwala who from there 
migrated to Kenya and then to 
Britain, “ one user tweeted. 
Another said: “Wow! What a 
tremendous achievement. A 
Pakistani has now ascended to 
the highest office in England. 
Anything is possible if you be-
lieve.” Some suggested that it 
was a moment of joy for broth 
India and Pakistan.

“Going to bed in the US with 
hopes that a Punjabi from Gu-
jranwala will be the prime min-
ister of the UK in the morning! 
Both Pakistan and India should 
be jointly proud of this moment!” 

one user said. “Since Gujran-
wala is in Pakistan, anyone who 
belonged to this city even 100 
years ago is a Pakistani today, “ 
tweeted another. Gujranwala, 
known for its good food and 
culture of wrestling, is located 
about 1.5 hours from Lahore.

Before partition, when Ri-
shi’s grandparents used to live 
in Gujranwala, the city used to 
be a locality surrounded by at 
least seven gates, used as entry 
and exit points to it, Geo News 
reported. Today’s Gujranwala 
is a congested, densely popu-
lated city surrounded by nar-
row streets, filled with shops of 
clothes, jewellery, electronics 
and others. Before partition, 
the city had a large and thriv-
ing Hindu community. When 
the communal riots erupted in 
British India (today’s India and 
Pakistan), many Hindus, Sikhs 
and Muslims were forced to mi-
grate and relocate. Many Muslim 
and Hindu families left today’s 
India and Pakistan for Kenya 
and other countries, Geo News 
reported.

In Britain, Asian and rights 
groups have hailed the rise of 
Rishi as hopeful and the dawn 
of a new era.

New York: Hosting a Di-
wali reception at the White 
House, which was attended 
by more than 200 prominent 
Indian-Americans, US Presi-
dent Joe Biden thanked the 
community for making the 
festival of lights a joyous part 
of the American culture.

More than a billion Hindus, 
Jains, Sikhs, and Buddhists 
celebrated the festival of lights 
in the US, India, and around 
the world on October 24.

“We are honoured to host 
you. This is the first Diwali 
reception of this scale in the 
White House ever to be held. 
We have more Asian-Ameri-
cans than ever before in history 
and we want to thank you for 
making the Diwali celebra-
tion a joyous part of Ameri-
can culture, “ Biden said while 
addressing the Indian-origin 
community at the East Room 
on Monday.

With a population of more 
than 4.5 million, Indian-

Americans make up 1.4% of 
the US population and are the 
largest group of South Asian-
Americans.

Biden, along with First Lady 
Jill Biden and Vice President 
Kamala Harris, thanked the 
South Asian community across 
America for their optimism, 
courage, and empathy.

“Together, South Asian 
Americans reflect the soul of 
who we are as a nation, wheth-

er helping us emerge stronger 
from this pandemic, build-
ing an economy that works 
for everyone, or serving and 
protecting our communities 
and our country, “ Biden said.

A record 130 Indian-Amer-
icans are in key positions of 
Biden administration -- the 
best representation from 
the community that makes 
up around 1 per cent of the 
American population.

Biden also shared his picture 
on Twitter lighting the lamp at 
the White House with a mes-
sage that “Diwali is a reminder 
that each of us has the power 
to dispel darkness and bring 
light to the world”.

“This Diwali, may we re-
member that from darkness 
there is power in the gathering 
of light. That the American 
story depends not on any one 
of us, but on all of us, “ the 
President tweeted.

“To those celebrating and 
connecting with one another 
during this festival of lights: 
Happy Diwali, “ he added.

The Bidens called the re-
ception the largest since the 
People’s House started cel-
ebrating the festival during the 
George Bush administration.

The reception was also 
marked by cultural events, 
including performances by 
sitarist Rishab Sharma and 
dance troupe The Sa Dance 
Company.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has greeted the Sikh com-
munity on the occasion of Bandi 
Chhor Divas.

In an official statement issued 
on Monday, the Prime Minister 
said: Today, we join Sikh com-
munities in Canada and around 
the world to celebrate Bandi 
Chhor Divas. On this holiday, 
Sikhs commemorate the story of 
Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji, who 
was imprisoned in 1619 at Gwalior 
Fort. “When given the chance to be 
liberated from prison, the Guru re-
fused to be released without the 52 
innocent kings who were impris-
oned alongside him. Ultimately, 
he succeeded at freeing himself 
and the kings.” “Today, families 
and friends will gather to pray, 

feast, and light candles at their 
homes and gurdwaras as symbols 
of hope, guidance, and freedom. 
On Bandi Chhor Divas, we reflect 
on the importance of standing in 
solidarity with those around us fac-
ing injustice, and the importance 
of serving those in need.

“This celebration is also an op-
portunity to recognize the impor-
tant contributions that Canadians 
of the Sikh faith have made -- and 
continue to make -- to building a 
stronger Canada. On Bandi Chhor 
Diwas (prisoner liberation day), 
the sixth Sikh guru, Sri Guru Har-
gobind, returned to Amritsar af-
ter being released along with 52 
princes from imprisonment by the 
Mughal emperor Jahangir from 
Gwalior prison in 1619.

Italian PM Meloni 
thanks Dalai Lama 
for affection

Newly elected Italian Prime Min-
ister Giorgia Meloni thanked 
Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai 
Lama for the message of affection 
by him on her appointment. “I am 
honored by the message of affec-
tion that the Dalai Lama wanted 
to convey to me and the govern-
ment. I take this opportunity to 
renew our feeling of friendship 
to him, “ she wrote to the Nobel 
Peace Laureate. The Dalai Lama 
greeted Meloni on becoming 
the Prime Minister, Italy’s first 
woman premier, saying women 
are more empathetic and sensi-
tive to the feelings of others. The 
Dalai Lama wrote to her, “Over 
the years, I have had the pleasure 
of visiting your country many 
times and have been touched 
by the affection and friendship 
shown to me by Italians from all 
walks of life. I am also grateful to 
those Italian brothers and sisters 
who have consistently supported 
the Tibetan people’s aspirations 
for freedom and dignity.”

Rishi Sunak: I will be unite Britain with action
Proud of him: Narayana Murthy on Rishi Sunak

Imran booed with ‘ghari chor’ chants

Joe Biden thanks Indian-Americans as 
he hosts Diwali event at White House

Indian-origin Labour MP Nadia’s 
tweet on Rishi Sunak sparks outrage

Canadian city gets first 
turban-wearing Sikh 
woman councillor

George Clinical Recruits More than 5,000 Patients 
in the Global Kidney Patient Trials Network

‘Pak should also lay claim on Rishi Sunak because 
his grandparents were from Gujranwala’

Canadian PM Justin Trudeau 
greets Sikhs for celebrating 
‘Bandi Chhor Divas’
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HigHligHt of tHe week1    no one can stop nation whose youth 

works with spirit of nation first: pm at 

ncc rally2  ’unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets 

aside suspension of 12 Bjp mlas from 

maha assembly3   omicron not result of recombination 

between previous variants:  
study

New Delhi: prime Minis-

ter narendra Modi on thurs-

day proposed elevating ties 

with central asia to an un-

precedented new level, guid-

ed by an “ambitious vision” 

shared by india and the five 

post-soviet republics.”our 

cooperation has achieved 

many successes over the past 

three decades. and now, at 

this crucial juncture, let us 

define an ambitious vision 

for the coming years as well,” 

pM Modi said in the first 

india-central asia summit 

held in a virtual format.
the prime Minister stressed 

the region’s security and pros-

perity can be guaranteed only 

if the india and central asian 

countries firmly bond. pM 

Modi wanted to “make it clear 

that mutual cooperation be-

tween india and central asia 

is essential for regional secu-

rity and prosperity”.
He pointed out that “cen-

tral asia is central to india’s 

vision of an integrated and 

stable extended neighbour-

hood”. central asia and West 

asia are the key pillars defin-

ing india’s doctrine of engag-

ing its “extended neighbour-

hood”.
second, the prime Min-

ister made it plain that the 

next phase of ties can be an-

chored only if the new delhi-

central asia relationship is 

firmly institutionalised at all 

levels drawing many layers 

of stakeholders. “the second 

objective is to give an effective 

structure to our cooperation. 

this will establish a framework 

of regular interactions at dif-

ferent levels and among vari-

ous stakeholders.the prime 

Minister said that the third 

objective of the summit was “to 

create an ambitious roadmap 

for our cooperation.”referring 

to the centrality of regional 

security, the prime Minister, 

specially cited the common 

concern shared by india and 

central asia to defuse turbu-

lence in afghanistan. 
“We are all concerned about 

the developments in afghani-

stan. in this context also our 

mutual cooperation has be-

come more important for re-

gional security and stability,” 

pM Modi said. analysts point 

out that the prime Minister’s 

initiative to deepen structural 

linkages with central asia has 

at least four major objectives. 

First, the new initiative seeks 

to revive the natural historical 

and civilisational ties between 

india and the region in the 

digital age. second, as india’s engage-

ment-from culture, economy, 

energy and military---deepens, 

it will serve an antidote to 

region’s critical reliance on 

china, and the temptation to 

embrace turkey, which is woo-

ing these countries on account 

of their turkic cultural roots. 

india shares this perception 

with russia, whose president, 

Vladimir putin was in new 

delhi last month. third, in-

dia sees secular central asian 

countries as bulwarks to re-

verse the tide of fundamental-

ism and extremism radiating 

from afghanistan and paki-

stan. Fourth, central asia is 

rich in natural resources-an 

element which can be fused 

in india’s atmanirbhar Bharat 

vision.the prime Minister 

spotlighted that india has 

deep relations with all of the 

central asian countries. He 

cited kazakhstan, which had 

emerged unscathed of a seri-

ous bout of internal instability, 

as an important partner in 

india’s energy security.
looking ahead, the pM 

Modi said that the summit will 

also focus on trade, connectiv-

ity, development partnership, 

culture, and people-to-people 

ties. india is keen that the 

landlocked central asia sees 

the iranian port of chabahar 

as the natural gateway to the 

indian ocean, instead of over-

relying on the pakistani ports 

of karachi and the Gwadar in 

the conduct of its seaborne 

international trade. AGeNCieS

PM flags intent to elevate India-Central Asia 

ties to a new level during first regional summitmodi saId  Central Asia is central to India’s vision 

of an integrated and stable extended 

neighbourhood  We are all concerned about the 
developments in Afghanistan. In this 

context also our mutual cooperation 

has become more important for 
regional security and stability

New Delhi: emphasising president ram nath kovinds 

compassion, two retiring majestic horses, Vikrant and Viraat, 

will be retained in the presidents Bodyguard.Both decisions, 

to retain Vikrant and Viraat, are in line with india’s high 

traditions of humane treatment of animals and aligned to 

president ram nath kovind’s own compassion for them it 

is learnt.all policies pertaining to army animals are issued 

by the army headquarters. 
Hence, presidential Bodyguard animals also follow the 

regulations of the Ministry of defence (Mod), president’s 

Bodyguard sources said.the Mod is the administrative 

ministry and only competent authority to explain queries 

pertaining to upkeep of animals.However, the president’s 

Bodyguard will be making a request to the army headquar-

ters to retain Virat in the regiment for his retired life as 

a mark of respect for his services, president’s Bodyguard 

sources said.it is learnt that another majestic horse, Vikrant, assigned 

to president’s Bodyguard and retiring around the same 

time, may be retained similarly. 
AGeNCieS

president’s Bodyguard to 
retain retiring horses vikrant, 

viraat as mark of respect

New Delhi: terming it 

unconstitutional and arbi-

trary, the supreme court 

on Friday set aside the year-

long suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly.a bench headed 

by Justice a.M. khanwilkar 

said the suspension could 

have only been for a session 

of the House. it further added that the 

resolution for suspending 

the 12 BJp Mlas for a year 

was illegal and declared it 

ineffective.on January 19, 

the top court reserved the 

verdict on petitions challeng-

ing the one-year suspension 

of the 12 BJp Mlas from 

the Maharashtra legislative 

assembly for their alleged 

misconduct and misbehav-

iour in the House in July, 

last year.a battery of senior advo-

cates -- Mahesh Jethmalani, 

Mukul rohatgi, neeraj kis-

han kaul, and siddharth 

Bhatnagar argued for the 

suspended legislators. 
the senior advocates 

were assisted by advocates 

siddharth dharmadhikari 

and abhikalp pratap singh.

senior advocate c.a. sun-

daram, representing the 

Maharashtra government, 

argued the act of suspending 

a member from the legisla-

tive assembly for one year is 

not barred by the constitu-

tion. the petitioners’ coun-

sel contended that merely 

exercising inherent power 

can the House act contrary 

to the constitution, and no 

preliminary power can go 

beyond the constitution or 

fundamental rights.
the petitioners argued 

that there was no justifica-

tion of suspension, which 

affects the right of the con-

stituency. rohatgi empha-

sized that the decision of 

1-year suspension is grossly 

irrational, as there was non-

compliance with natural jus-

tice.during the hearing, the 

top court had observed that 

the suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly in July, for a year, 

for misbehaving with the 

presiding officer in chair, 

both inside and outside the 

assembly, was “worse than 

expulsion”.the suspensions came 

after the legislators had 

misbehaved with the then 

speaker-in-chair, Bhaskar 

Jadhav for refusing them 

sufficient time to speak.the 

suspended BJp legislators in-

clude -- ashish shelar, Girish 

Mahajan, atul Bhatkalkar, 

Jaykumar rawal, yogesh 

sagar, narayan kuch, ab-

himanyu pawar, sanjay kute, 

ram satpute, parag alvani, 

kirtikumar Bhangadiya and 

Harish pimpale. AGeNCieS

‘unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets aside 

suspension of 12 BJp Mlas from Maha Vs
New Delhi: india got its 

first-ever export order for 

BrahMos missiles on Friday 

when the philippines’ de-

fence Ministry signed usd 

374 million contract with the 

BrahMos aerospace pvt ltd 

(Bapl) to supply undisclosed 

number of missiles, military 

officials stated.the Bapl, an india-russian 

joint venture, produces the su-

personic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from sub-

marines, ships, aircraft, or from 

land platforms.the usd 374 

million contract is to supply 

shore-based anti-ship BrahMos 

missiles to the philippines’ navy, 

the military officials noted.
in a statement, the defence 

Ministry said: “the Bapl 

signed a contract with the 

department of national de-

fence of the republic of phil-

ippines on January 28, 2022, 

for supply of shore-based 

anti-ship missile system to 

the philippines.””the Bapl 

is a joint venture company 

of the defence research and 

development organisation. 

the contract is an important 

step forward for Government 

of india’s policy of promoting 

responsible defence exports,” 

it added.india has already 

deployed a sizeable number 

of the Brahmos missiles and 

other key assets in several stra-

tegic locations along the line 

of actual control with china 

in ladakh and arunachal 

pradesh. 
AGeNCieS

India gets first-ever export order for Brahmos 

missiles; philippines signs usd 374 million contract

New Delhi:   since the 

election commission has 

banned physical campaigning 

due to prevailing covid-19 

situation in the country and 

the political parties are doing 

virtual rallies, the commis-

sion is keeping a close tab 

on the money spent on these 

rallies.
the commission has 

banned the physical rallies 

till January 31 this year and 

will review the situation after 

that.according to the sources, 

the commission’s observers 

are keeping a tab on the cam-

paign contents, which are be-

ing circulated during these 

virtual rallies.the commission on Jan-

uary 14, had conducted a 

detailed meeting with the 

government officials who 

have been designated as 

general, police and expen-

diture observers, who were 

asked to keep close watch 

on the expenditure during 

these virtual rallies too.dur-

ing the meeting with election 

observers the ec underlined 

the twin concerns on expen-

diture and content on virtual 

mode while the chief elec-

tion commissioner sushil 

chandra reminded ‘expendi-

ture observers’ to be innova-

tive in countering ‘new and 

latest methods of inducement’ 

to the voters.the poll panel has issued 

the guidelines to ensure that 

money spent on virtual cam-

paign is fully accounted for in 

the expenditure statements 

filed by candidates and po-

litical parties.the commis-

sion has already amended the 

format of expenditure state-

ment by adding column for 

virtual rallies.the candidates 

are expected to file the details 

of rallies including the num-

ber of virtual rallies, amount 

spent and also the campaign 

contents shared during these 

rallies.
the eci has also directed 

the social media platform 

companies to ensure compli-

ance with the voluntary code 

of ethics amid heavy online 

campaigning due to ban of 

rallies.the commission has 

increased the expenditure 

limits for the forthcoming as-

sembly elections and under the 

new order issued on January 

6, 2022, the maximum limit 

for the expenditure by a can-

didate in Manipur and Goa is 

fixed at rs 28 lakh while for 

the other three states punjab, 

uttar pradesh, uttarakhand is 

fixed at rs 40 lakh. AGeNCieS

eci keeping close watch on 

expenditure of virtual rallies
new delhi:  Vice president and rajya sabha chairman 

M. Venkaiah naidu will chair the meeting of the rajya 

sabha floor leaders on January 31, ahead of Budget session 

of the parliament.this meeting will take place virtually as 

precautionary measure against the covid-19 spread.in the 

customary meeting ahead of the important session, the 

chairman will ask for the co-operation of all political parties 

for the smooth running of the House.recently, the rajya 

sabha chairman also tested positive for covid-19 and now 

he has been recovering, sources said.the government has 

called an all-party meeting on January 31 to discuss issues 

and legislative business for the budget session.the all-party 

meeting of floor leaders will be held virtually.Floor leaders of all the po-litical parties in both the Houses of parliament are invited for the meet-ing to discuss issues and legislative business in the ensu-ing smooth functioning of the Bud-get session.the meeting will be held virtually at 3 p.m.the Budget ses-

sion of parliament will be held in two parts.First part will 

be held from January 31 till February 11, and the second 

part will be held from March 14 to april 8. 
iANS  

naidu to chair meeting 
of rs floor leaders ahead 

of Budget session

New Delhi: Former Vice president Hamid ansari and 

actress swara Bhaskar participated in an event by iaMc 

on republic day, an organisation which tried to get india 

blacklisted by the us, disinfolab said in a report."Former 

Vp ansari & actor swara Bhaskar participating in an event 

by iaMc to 'save pluralism' on #republicday they may 

not know: iaMc paid money to get india black-list by the 

us is linked with Jamaat-e-islami (Jei) & linked with the 

fraud in name of covid crisis," 

disinfolab said in a tweet.uapa 

was imposed on indian american 

Muslim council (iaMc) last year 

for spreading fake news to incite 

communal violence and reinforc-

es the narrative of minority plight 

in india - from fabricated stories 

on caa to tripura violence, the 

report said. iaMc members like 

kaleem kawaja have been vocal supporter of taliban.direc-

tor of operations in iMana is Zahid Mahmood, who is a 

former pak navy official. coincidentally, iMana is also 

linked with islamic society of north america (isna), a 

Muslim Brotherhood front in the us.iaMc is headed by 

rasheed ahmed, who was executive director (2008-17) 

of another shady front -- islamic Medical association of 

north america (iMana).  

AGeNCieS

hamid ansari attends Iamc event which 
had tried to get India blacklisted

The Budget is  people-friendly and progressive. Along with strengthening economy, it will create 
new opportunities in the 

sphere of infrastructure, 
investment and jobs.”NareNdra Modi, Prime Minister
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vantage  pointDelhi govt receives 1,300 
responses from people 

for its ‘Swaraj Budget’ 
Delhi Budget 2022-23 will bring 

back the derailed economy of 
the city on track and foster 

economic growth 
P2

 
Budget focuses on 

welfare: NaddaThe Union Budget focused 
on upliftment of the poor 

and weaker sections P3
 

66.8 pc feel Budget will 
strengthen the economy 

The Budget well when 
it comes to long-term 

prospects despite the 
hardships they are facing 

at the moment 
P5Govt cuts customs duty 

on some mobile parts
The govt on Tuesday announced duty concessions 

on certain mobile phone 
parts that may make some 

of the mobile handsets 
cheaper.  

P7

with 35% hike, huge push for capital expenditure; digital assets taxed

whats  up

whats down

NEWDELHI: With a special 

focus on capital expenditure, 

Union Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore 

Budget 2022-23 in Lok Sab-

ha. Eyeing 8% growth in the 

upcoming fiscal, the govern-

ment has planned to extend 

Rs 1 lakh crore interest-free 

loans to states. The personal 

income tax rates have been 

left untouched. The growth 

projection is based on oil price 

projection of $70-75 per bar-

rel next fiscal and against the 

current price of $90.
The CapEx head saw a rise 

by 35.4%, around Rs 2 lakh 

crore, as the economic blue-

print pegged it at Rs 7.50 lakh 

crore against the last year al-

location of Rs 5.54 lakh crore. 

In the current financial year, 

the growth rate is expected 

to be 9.2%. The draft also 

indicates that economic ac-

tivity has recovered to pre-

pandemic level and it is well 

placed to take on challenges 

in 2022-23. The Finance Ministry has in-

creased tax deductions for in-

vestments in pension schemes 

for government employees 

besides proposing 30% tax 

on cryptocurrencies. 
The fiscal deficit has plunged 

to 6.9%. This is estimated to 

be at 6.4% in the next finan-

cial year. National Highways will be 

extended by 25,000 km with 

a hike of Rs 1 lakh crore. The 

scope of PM GatiShakti Na-

tional Master Plan will en-

compass the seven engines 

— Roads, Railways, Airports, 

Ports, Mass Transport, Wa-

terways and Logistics Infra-

structure — for economic 

transformation, seamless 

multimodal connectivity and 

logistics efficiency.
The MGNREGA’s allocation 

is Rs 73,000 crore. The fund 

for Rural Development De-

partment has been hiked to Rs 

1,35,944 crore. In agriculture 

sector, the govenment will 

boost the use of Kisan Drones 

for crop assessment, pesti-

cide spray and land record 

digitisation. Natural farming 

along Ganga will also be the 

government’s focus. 
With mental healthcare in 

mind, the government will set 

up a National Digital Health 

Ecosystem and National Tele 

Mental Health Programme. 

The defence sector drew sig-

nificant attention of the Cen-

tre as it saw a hike of 9.82% 

rise at an overall allocatoin 

of Rs 5,25,166 crore for the 

Ministry of Defence. The capi-

tal for new acquisitions has 

been hiked by over 12%. The 

capital budget for the Border 

Roads Organisation has been 

increased to Rs 3,500 crore. 

 

AGENCIES

EYE ON 8% GROWTH Who
What

Said
The visionary Budget will 

help make India the world’s 
leading economy. The Budget will 

change the economy scale. Its 
size (Rs 39.45 lakh crore) shows 

our economy is rapidly growing 

even in the pandemic.”
aMit Shah, Union Home Minister 

The Budget is mostly 
for capitalists. The country is 

gradually turning into unequal 

as nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 
have been provided to the big 

industrialists.”
P. chidaMbaraM, Former Finance Minister

People had high 
expectations from the Budget 

during Covid period. It has left 
people disappointed as the Union 

Budget offers nothing for them. 

Nothing has been done to bring 

respite from inflation.”
arviNd kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister

NEW DELHI: Amid the 

Central leadership hailing the 

Budget as people-friendly, Op-

position leaders have slammed 

the government, terming it a 

“Pegasus spin budget”. 
After Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

the Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget 

2022-23 in the Lok Sabha, 

Congress leaders, including 

Rahul Gandhi, said it was a 

“Lollypop budget”. They al-

leged it had exposed the gov-

ernment’s “anti-farmer and 

anti-poor” face. West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee termed it 

a “Pegasus spin budget” that 

provided nothing to the com-

mon people who have been 

“crushed” by unemployment 

and inflation.Senior Congress leader and 

former finance minister P 

Chidambaram dubbed the 

Budget as “the most capital-

ist” and said the country was 

turning into “very unequal” as 

nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 

have been provided to the big 

industrialists.Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 

the Budget was nothing but 

an attack on subsidies and old 

rhetoric. The Congress wrote 

on Twitter that the salaried 

and middle classes waited in 

anticipation for a Budget to 

help them through their trou-

bles, but the Lollipop Budget 

has proved that time spent 

waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come 

under BJP rule is nothing but 

time wasted.”Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal dubbed the Union 

Budget as “disappointing” and 

said it has nothing for the com-

mon people.CPM general secretary Sita-

ram Yechury questioned the 

government on the purpose of 

the Budget and asked why the 

wealthy have not been taxed 

further. “Budget for whom? 

The richest 10% Indians own 

75% of the country’s wealth. 

The bottom 60% own less 

than 5%. Why are those who 

amassed super-profits during 

the pandemic, while jobless-

ness, poverty & hunger have 

grown, not being taxed more?” 

Yechury asked in a tweet.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 

Mayawati said the Budget 

has been brought to “woo the 

public with new promises” and 

alleged that the Centre has 

forgotten to implement its old 

announcements.Swaraj India president Yo-

gendra Yadav said  the gov-

ernment took its “revenge” on 

farmers for leading a successful 

movement against the now-

repealed farm laws. AGENCIES

Opposition leaders see Lollypop, 

Pegasus spin in govt blueprint‘Why are those who amassed wealth during the 
pandemic, while 

joblessness, poverty 
grew, not being taxed more?’

Following are the highlights of the 2022-23 Budget presented 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: 

HEALtH AND SANItAtIoN

  The Ministry of Ayush has got Rs 3,050 in the Union Budget 

2022-23, a slight increase of 2.69% from 2021-22 when 

Rs 2,970 crore was earmarked for the same.  

  Budget documents show that the spending on medical 

and public health has been reduced from Rs 74,820 crore 

in 2021-22 to Rs 41,011 crore in 2022-23 due to lower 

requirement of vaccination. 

  The health sector has been allocated Rs 86200.65 crore. 

This is an increase of 16 per cent over Rs 73,931 crore in 

2021-22.DEfENCE  The defence budget has been hiked to Rs 5.25 lakh crore 

from last year when the allocation was Rs 4.78 lakh crore. 

  The major thrust is on procurement of weapons and military 

platforms from domestic players as well as to involve them 

in defence research and development.

  According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 68% 

of the outlay for defence procurement will be set aside for 

buying from domestic industry and that 25% for defence 

research and development (R&D) will be kept for collabo-

ration with the private sector.

  An independent nodal umbrella body will be set up for 

private players to meet their requirements for testing and 

new technologies and to get the certification.

  The overall defence budget of 5,25,166 crore including 

Rs 1,19,696 crore for defence pensions is an increase of 

9.8% compared to last year’s total outlay. The defence 

budget excluding the pension component stands at Rs 

4,05,470 crore.
  Separately, Rs 20,100 crore has been set aside for the 

Ministry of Defence (civil).
EDuCAtIoN  The allocation for the education sector has been increased 

to Rs 1.04 lakh crore from Rs 93,224 crore (Budget esti-

mate) in 2021-22.
  The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, laid emphasis 

on digital modes of education to reverse learning losses 

caused by the Covid pandemic. The revised estimate for 

2021-22 is Rs 88,001 crore.

   ‘One class-one TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA will 

be expanded from 12 to 200 TV channels. This will enable 

all states to provide supplementary education in regional 

languages for Class I-XII.

  School education has got Rs 63,449.37 crore, SamagraShiksha 

Abhiyan Rs 37,383.36 crore, Kendriya Vidyalayas Rs 7,650 

crore and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas Rs 4,115 crore. 

Higher Education has been allocated Rs 40,828 crore 

AGrICuLturE  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare have 

got Rs 1,32,513 crore, which is a hike of 4.5 per cent than 

the  last year’s budgetary allocation. 

  Rs 6,407.31 crore has been kept aside for the Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. This is around 

44 per cent compared to the last year’s sum.

  The Food Processing Industry has been allocated   

Rs 2,941.99 crore, a hike of over 200 per cent.

  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Yojana has been allocat-

ed Rs 6,75,000 crore and crop insurance scheme  

Rs 15,500 crore.

* Barring diamond traders, the Budget has nothing much  

to offer to the jewellery industry.

  Headphones 
   Electronic toys

   Earphones 
  Unblended fuel

  Smart meters 
   Loudspeakers

  Imitation jewellery    Solar cells

   Solar modules 
   Umbrellas

   X-ray machines

  Phone camera lens   Apparel

  Phone charger 
  Frozen mussels

  Methyl alcohol 
   Cocoa beans

  Polished diamond*   Acetic acid

  Computer, laptop   Asafoetida

The highlighTs

NEWDELHI: Terming it a “zero-sum 

budget”, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 

alleged that the Union Budget 2022-23 

had nothing for those hailing from poor 

and middle class families. “There is despair 

all around our country, our youth have no 

future and once again the Modi govt’s budget completely 

ignores this painful reality,” he wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, taking a dig at him, Finance Minister Sith-

araman said Rahul, as a leader of the oldest political 

party, should understand what was being said. 

Nothing for poor, middle class: Rahul

MuMbAI:Presenting the Bud-

get, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman proposed to tax any 

income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset at 30 per cent 

and impose a 1 per cent tax de-

duction at source of transactions 

above a monetary threshold.
Sitharaman said it should 

not be seen as a step towards 

legalising or recognising crypto-

currencies. “There is a process of 

consultation, which is going on, 

about crypto,” she said.
Though it made some experts 

feel that the measure was a step 

towards legitimising it, a day 

later, Finance Secretary TV So-

manathan cleared the air that 

cryptocurrency would never be 

a legal tender. In an interview, 

Somanathan said just like gold 

and diamond, despite being 

valuable, are not a legal tender, 

private cryptocurrencies too will 

never be a legal tender.
Earlier, Sitharaman said tax-

ing the digital currencies was 

justified as there had been a 

phenomenal increase in trans-

actions in virtual digital assets, 

making it imperative to provide 

for a specific tax regime.
There will also be no deduc-

tion in respect of any expendi-

ture or allowance except the cost 

of acquisition while computing 

this income. Also, the loss from 

transfer of virtual digital assets 

cannot be set off against any 

other income. Estimates put 

the number of crypto investors 

between 1.5 and 2 crore.

In order to capture the trans-

action details, Sitharaman also 

proposed TDS on payment made 

for transfer of virtual digital at 

1%. Gift of virtual digital assets 

is also proposed to be taxed in 

the hands of the recipient, she 

said. Security agencies have ex-

pressed concerns over the mis-

use of digital coins on Dark Web 

for terror acts, drugs trafficking 

and money laundering.
“Virtual digital assets have 

gained tremendous popularity 

in recent times and the volumes 

of trading in such digital assets has 

increased substantially. Further, 

a market is emerging where pay-

ment for the transfer of a virtual 

digital asset can be made through 

another such asset. Accordingly, 

a new scheme to provide for taxa-

tion of such virtual digital assets 

has been proposed in the Bill,” the 

explanatory memorandum of the 

Finance Bill notes.  AGENCIES

30% tax, but crypto won’t be legal: Govt

New policy

FINaNCe SeCReTaRy TV SomaNaThaN SayS 
CRyPToCURReNCy, jUST 

lIke gold & dIamoNd, wIll 
NeVeR Be a legal TeNdeR

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi has said digital rupee, 

proposed in the Budget, can be ex-

changed for cash and will open new 

opportunities in the fintech sector.

While addressing the ‘Atmanirbha 

Arthavyavastha’ (self-reliant econ-

omy) symposium organised by the 

BJP, he said the central bank digital 

currency or the digital rupee will 

make online payments more se-

cure and risk free and boost digital 

economy in the years to come.
“The digital rupee will be the digital 

form of our physical rupee and will 

regulated by the RBI. This will be 

such a system that will enable ex-

change of physical currency with 

digital currency,” Modi said at the 

symposium, attended by senior party 

leaders.“Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) will strengthen the digital 

economy,” he added. AGENCIES

A lot more in fintech sector: PM
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HigHligHt of tHe week1    no one can stop nation whose youth 

works with spirit of nation first: pm at 

ncc rally2  ’unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets 

aside suspension of 12 Bjp mlas from 

maha assembly3   omicron not result of recombination 

between previous variants:  
study

New Delhi: prime Minis-

ter narendra Modi on thurs-

day proposed elevating ties 

with central asia to an un-

precedented new level, guid-

ed by an “ambitious vision” 

shared by india and the five 

post-soviet republics.”our 

cooperation has achieved 

many successes over the past 

three decades. and now, at 

this crucial juncture, let us 

define an ambitious vision 

for the coming years as well,” 

pM Modi said in the first 

india-central asia summit 

held in a virtual format.
the prime Minister stressed 

the region’s security and pros-

perity can be guaranteed only 

if the india and central asian 

countries firmly bond. pM 

Modi wanted to “make it clear 

that mutual cooperation be-

tween india and central asia 

is essential for regional secu-

rity and prosperity”.
He pointed out that “cen-

tral asia is central to india’s 

vision of an integrated and 

stable extended neighbour-

hood”. central asia and West 

asia are the key pillars defin-

ing india’s doctrine of engag-

ing its “extended neighbour-

hood”.
second, the prime Min-

ister made it plain that the 

next phase of ties can be an-

chored only if the new delhi-

central asia relationship is 

firmly institutionalised at all 

levels drawing many layers 

of stakeholders. “the second 

objective is to give an effective 

structure to our cooperation. 

this will establish a framework 

of regular interactions at dif-

ferent levels and among vari-

ous stakeholders.the prime 

Minister said that the third 

objective of the summit was “to 

create an ambitious roadmap 

for our cooperation.”referring 

to the centrality of regional 

security, the prime Minister, 

specially cited the common 

concern shared by india and 

central asia to defuse turbu-

lence in afghanistan. 
“We are all concerned about 

the developments in afghani-

stan. in this context also our 

mutual cooperation has be-

come more important for re-

gional security and stability,” 

pM Modi said. analysts point 

out that the prime Minister’s 

initiative to deepen structural 

linkages with central asia has 

at least four major objectives. 

First, the new initiative seeks 

to revive the natural historical 

and civilisational ties between 

india and the region in the 

digital age. second, as india’s engage-

ment-from culture, economy, 

energy and military---deepens, 

it will serve an antidote to 

region’s critical reliance on 

china, and the temptation to 

embrace turkey, which is woo-

ing these countries on account 

of their turkic cultural roots. 

india shares this perception 

with russia, whose president, 

Vladimir putin was in new 

delhi last month. third, in-

dia sees secular central asian 

countries as bulwarks to re-

verse the tide of fundamental-

ism and extremism radiating 

from afghanistan and paki-

stan. Fourth, central asia is 

rich in natural resources-an 

element which can be fused 

in india’s atmanirbhar Bharat 

vision.the prime Minister 

spotlighted that india has 

deep relations with all of the 

central asian countries. He 

cited kazakhstan, which had 

emerged unscathed of a seri-

ous bout of internal instability, 

as an important partner in 

india’s energy security.
looking ahead, the pM 

Modi said that the summit will 

also focus on trade, connectiv-

ity, development partnership, 

culture, and people-to-people 

ties. india is keen that the 

landlocked central asia sees 

the iranian port of chabahar 

as the natural gateway to the 

indian ocean, instead of over-

relying on the pakistani ports 

of karachi and the Gwadar in 

the conduct of its seaborne 

international trade. AGeNCieS

PM flags intent to elevate India-Central Asia 

ties to a new level during first regional summitmodi saId  Central Asia is central to India’s vision 

of an integrated and stable extended 

neighbourhood  We are all concerned about the 
developments in Afghanistan. In this 

context also our mutual cooperation 

has become more important for 
regional security and stability

New Delhi: emphasising president ram nath kovinds 

compassion, two retiring majestic horses, Vikrant and Viraat, 

will be retained in the presidents Bodyguard.Both decisions, 

to retain Vikrant and Viraat, are in line with india’s high 

traditions of humane treatment of animals and aligned to 

president ram nath kovind’s own compassion for them it 

is learnt.all policies pertaining to army animals are issued 

by the army headquarters. 
Hence, presidential Bodyguard animals also follow the 

regulations of the Ministry of defence (Mod), president’s 

Bodyguard sources said.the Mod is the administrative 

ministry and only competent authority to explain queries 

pertaining to upkeep of animals.However, the president’s 

Bodyguard will be making a request to the army headquar-

ters to retain Virat in the regiment for his retired life as 

a mark of respect for his services, president’s Bodyguard 

sources said.it is learnt that another majestic horse, Vikrant, assigned 

to president’s Bodyguard and retiring around the same 

time, may be retained similarly. 
AGeNCieS

president’s Bodyguard to 
retain retiring horses vikrant, 

viraat as mark of respect

New Delhi: terming it 

unconstitutional and arbi-

trary, the supreme court 

on Friday set aside the year-

long suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly.a bench headed 

by Justice a.M. khanwilkar 

said the suspension could 

have only been for a session 

of the House. it further added that the 

resolution for suspending 

the 12 BJp Mlas for a year 

was illegal and declared it 

ineffective.on January 19, 

the top court reserved the 

verdict on petitions challeng-

ing the one-year suspension 

of the 12 BJp Mlas from 

the Maharashtra legislative 

assembly for their alleged 

misconduct and misbehav-

iour in the House in July, 

last year.a battery of senior advo-

cates -- Mahesh Jethmalani, 

Mukul rohatgi, neeraj kis-

han kaul, and siddharth 

Bhatnagar argued for the 

suspended legislators. 
the senior advocates 

were assisted by advocates 

siddharth dharmadhikari 

and abhikalp pratap singh.

senior advocate c.a. sun-

daram, representing the 

Maharashtra government, 

argued the act of suspending 

a member from the legisla-

tive assembly for one year is 

not barred by the constitu-

tion. the petitioners’ coun-

sel contended that merely 

exercising inherent power 

can the House act contrary 

to the constitution, and no 

preliminary power can go 

beyond the constitution or 

fundamental rights.
the petitioners argued 

that there was no justifica-

tion of suspension, which 

affects the right of the con-

stituency. rohatgi empha-

sized that the decision of 

1-year suspension is grossly 

irrational, as there was non-

compliance with natural jus-

tice.during the hearing, the 

top court had observed that 

the suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly in July, for a year, 

for misbehaving with the 

presiding officer in chair, 

both inside and outside the 

assembly, was “worse than 

expulsion”.the suspensions came 

after the legislators had 

misbehaved with the then 

speaker-in-chair, Bhaskar 

Jadhav for refusing them 

sufficient time to speak.the 

suspended BJp legislators in-

clude -- ashish shelar, Girish 

Mahajan, atul Bhatkalkar, 

Jaykumar rawal, yogesh 

sagar, narayan kuch, ab-

himanyu pawar, sanjay kute, 

ram satpute, parag alvani, 

kirtikumar Bhangadiya and 

Harish pimpale. AGeNCieS

‘unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets aside 

suspension of 12 BJp Mlas from Maha Vs
New Delhi: india got its 

first-ever export order for 

BrahMos missiles on Friday 

when the philippines’ de-

fence Ministry signed usd 

374 million contract with the 

BrahMos aerospace pvt ltd 

(Bapl) to supply undisclosed 

number of missiles, military 

officials stated.the Bapl, an india-russian 

joint venture, produces the su-

personic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from sub-

marines, ships, aircraft, or from 

land platforms.the usd 374 

million contract is to supply 

shore-based anti-ship BrahMos 

missiles to the philippines’ navy, 

the military officials noted.
in a statement, the defence 

Ministry said: “the Bapl 

signed a contract with the 

department of national de-

fence of the republic of phil-

ippines on January 28, 2022, 

for supply of shore-based 

anti-ship missile system to 

the philippines.””the Bapl 

is a joint venture company 

of the defence research and 

development organisation. 

the contract is an important 

step forward for Government 

of india’s policy of promoting 

responsible defence exports,” 

it added.india has already 

deployed a sizeable number 

of the Brahmos missiles and 

other key assets in several stra-

tegic locations along the line 

of actual control with china 

in ladakh and arunachal 

pradesh. 
AGeNCieS

India gets first-ever export order for Brahmos 

missiles; philippines signs usd 374 million contract

New Delhi:   since the 

election commission has 

banned physical campaigning 

due to prevailing covid-19 

situation in the country and 

the political parties are doing 

virtual rallies, the commis-

sion is keeping a close tab 

on the money spent on these 

rallies.
the commission has 

banned the physical rallies 

till January 31 this year and 

will review the situation after 

that.according to the sources, 

the commission’s observers 

are keeping a tab on the cam-

paign contents, which are be-

ing circulated during these 

virtual rallies.the commission on Jan-

uary 14, had conducted a 

detailed meeting with the 

government officials who 

have been designated as 

general, police and expen-

diture observers, who were 

asked to keep close watch 

on the expenditure during 

these virtual rallies too.dur-

ing the meeting with election 

observers the ec underlined 

the twin concerns on expen-

diture and content on virtual 

mode while the chief elec-

tion commissioner sushil 

chandra reminded ‘expendi-

ture observers’ to be innova-

tive in countering ‘new and 

latest methods of inducement’ 

to the voters.the poll panel has issued 

the guidelines to ensure that 

money spent on virtual cam-

paign is fully accounted for in 

the expenditure statements 

filed by candidates and po-

litical parties.the commis-

sion has already amended the 

format of expenditure state-

ment by adding column for 

virtual rallies.the candidates 

are expected to file the details 

of rallies including the num-

ber of virtual rallies, amount 

spent and also the campaign 

contents shared during these 

rallies.
the eci has also directed 

the social media platform 

companies to ensure compli-

ance with the voluntary code 

of ethics amid heavy online 

campaigning due to ban of 

rallies.the commission has 

increased the expenditure 

limits for the forthcoming as-

sembly elections and under the 

new order issued on January 

6, 2022, the maximum limit 

for the expenditure by a can-

didate in Manipur and Goa is 

fixed at rs 28 lakh while for 

the other three states punjab, 

uttar pradesh, uttarakhand is 

fixed at rs 40 lakh. AGeNCieS

eci keeping close watch on 

expenditure of virtual rallies
new delhi:  Vice president and rajya sabha chairman 

M. Venkaiah naidu will chair the meeting of the rajya 

sabha floor leaders on January 31, ahead of Budget session 

of the parliament.this meeting will take place virtually as 

precautionary measure against the covid-19 spread.in the 

customary meeting ahead of the important session, the 

chairman will ask for the co-operation of all political parties 

for the smooth running of the House.recently, the rajya 

sabha chairman also tested positive for covid-19 and now 

he has been recovering, sources said.the government has 

called an all-party meeting on January 31 to discuss issues 

and legislative business for the budget session.the all-party 

meeting of floor leaders will be held virtually.Floor leaders of all the po-litical parties in both the Houses of parliament are invited for the meet-ing to discuss issues and legislative business in the ensu-ing smooth functioning of the Bud-get session.the meeting will be held virtually at 3 p.m.the Budget ses-

sion of parliament will be held in two parts.First part will 

be held from January 31 till February 11, and the second 

part will be held from March 14 to april 8. 
iANS  

naidu to chair meeting 
of rs floor leaders ahead 

of Budget session

New Delhi: Former Vice president Hamid ansari and 

actress swara Bhaskar participated in an event by iaMc 

on republic day, an organisation which tried to get india 

blacklisted by the us, disinfolab said in a report."Former 

Vp ansari & actor swara Bhaskar participating in an event 

by iaMc to 'save pluralism' on #republicday they may 

not know: iaMc paid money to get india black-list by the 

us is linked with Jamaat-e-islami (Jei) & linked with the 

fraud in name of covid crisis," 

disinfolab said in a tweet.uapa 

was imposed on indian american 

Muslim council (iaMc) last year 

for spreading fake news to incite 

communal violence and reinforc-

es the narrative of minority plight 

in india - from fabricated stories 

on caa to tripura violence, the 

report said. iaMc members like 

kaleem kawaja have been vocal supporter of taliban.direc-

tor of operations in iMana is Zahid Mahmood, who is a 

former pak navy official. coincidentally, iMana is also 

linked with islamic society of north america (isna), a 

Muslim Brotherhood front in the us.iaMc is headed by 

rasheed ahmed, who was executive director (2008-17) 

of another shady front -- islamic Medical association of 

north america (iMana).  

AGeNCieS

hamid ansari attends Iamc event which 
had tried to get India blacklisted

The Budget is  people-friendly and progressive. Along with strengthening economy, it will create 
new opportunities in the 

sphere of infrastructure, 
investment and jobs.”NareNdra Modi, Prime Minister

banking & finance
Crypto not currencies as 

they are not issued by the 
central bank: FM 

P4economy & policyLower, middle and higher 
income groups tend to agree 

mostly on Budget 
P5industryPM-DevINE to boost livelihood 

activities for youth, women in 
NE: Industry bodies  P7

        sECTORWIsE                                  
○  defence `1,93,407 crore○  eneRGY `1,47,190 crore○  commUnIATIon 

`21,394 crore○  SocIAL SeRVIce 

`1,78,906 crore 
  

         aLLOTMENT                                 ○  eneRGY 
`1,47,190 crore

○  TRAnSPoRT `1,25,357 crore
○  mSmeS 
`5,000 crore

○  AVIATIon `4,000 crore 

  aLLOCaTION          ○  edUcATIon `1.04 lakh crore
○  home AffAIRS `1,85,776 crore

○  RAILWAYS `1.40 lakh crore
○  commUnIcATIon `1.05 lakh crore 

  sECTORWIsE              
○  AGRIcULTURe 
`1.32 lakh crore

○  defence `5,25,166 crore
○  heALTh `82,600 crore

○  InfRA `1.99 lakh crore   
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vantage  pointDelhi govt receives 1,300 
responses from people 

for its ‘Swaraj Budget’ 
Delhi Budget 2022-23 will bring 

back the derailed economy of 
the city on track and foster 

economic growth 
P2

 
Budget focuses on 

welfare: NaddaThe Union Budget focused 
on upliftment of the poor 

and weaker sections P3
 

66.8 pc feel Budget will 
strengthen the economy 

The Budget well when 
it comes to long-term 

prospects despite the 
hardships they are facing 

at the moment 
P5Govt cuts customs duty 

on some mobile parts
The govt on Tuesday announced duty concessions 

on certain mobile phone 
parts that may make some 

of the mobile handsets 
cheaper.  

P7

with 35% hike, huge push for capital expenditure; digital assets taxed

whats  up

whats down

NEWDELHI: With a special 

focus on capital expenditure, 

Union Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore 

Budget 2022-23 in Lok Sab-

ha. Eyeing 8% growth in the 

upcoming fiscal, the govern-

ment has planned to extend 

Rs 1 lakh crore interest-free 

loans to states. The personal 

income tax rates have been 

left untouched. The growth 

projection is based on oil price 

projection of $70-75 per bar-

rel next fiscal and against the 

current price of $90.
The CapEx head saw a rise 

by 35.4%, around Rs 2 lakh 

crore, as the economic blue-

print pegged it at Rs 7.50 lakh 

crore against the last year al-

location of Rs 5.54 lakh crore. 

In the current financial year, 

the growth rate is expected 

to be 9.2%. The draft also 

indicates that economic ac-

tivity has recovered to pre-

pandemic level and it is well 

placed to take on challenges 

in 2022-23. The Finance Ministry has in-

creased tax deductions for in-

vestments in pension schemes 

for government employees 

besides proposing 30% tax 

on cryptocurrencies. 
The fiscal deficit has plunged 

to 6.9%. This is estimated to 

be at 6.4% in the next finan-

cial year. National Highways will be 

extended by 25,000 km with 

a hike of Rs 1 lakh crore. The 

scope of PM GatiShakti Na-

tional Master Plan will en-

compass the seven engines 

— Roads, Railways, Airports, 

Ports, Mass Transport, Wa-

terways and Logistics Infra-

structure — for economic 

transformation, seamless 

multimodal connectivity and 

logistics efficiency.
The MGNREGA’s allocation 

is Rs 73,000 crore. The fund 

for Rural Development De-

partment has been hiked to Rs 

1,35,944 crore. In agriculture 

sector, the govenment will 

boost the use of Kisan Drones 

for crop assessment, pesti-

cide spray and land record 

digitisation. Natural farming 

along Ganga will also be the 

government’s focus. 
With mental healthcare in 

mind, the government will set 

up a National Digital Health 

Ecosystem and National Tele 

Mental Health Programme. 

The defence sector drew sig-

nificant attention of the Cen-

tre as it saw a hike of 9.82% 

rise at an overall allocatoin 

of Rs 5,25,166 crore for the 

Ministry of Defence. The capi-

tal for new acquisitions has 

been hiked by over 12%. The 

capital budget for the Border 

Roads Organisation has been 

increased to Rs 3,500 crore. 

 

AGENCIES

EYE ON 8% GROWTH Who
What

Said
The visionary Budget will 

help make India the world’s 
leading economy. The Budget will 

change the economy scale. Its 
size (Rs 39.45 lakh crore) shows 

our economy is rapidly growing 

even in the pandemic.”
aMit Shah, Union Home Minister 

The Budget is mostly 
for capitalists. The country is 

gradually turning into unequal 

as nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 
have been provided to the big 

industrialists.”
P. chidaMbaraM, Former Finance Minister

People had high 
expectations from the Budget 

during Covid period. It has left 
people disappointed as the Union 

Budget offers nothing for them. 

Nothing has been done to bring 

respite from inflation.”
arviNd kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister

NEW DELHI: Amid the 

Central leadership hailing the 

Budget as people-friendly, Op-

position leaders have slammed 

the government, terming it a 

“Pegasus spin budget”. 
After Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

the Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget 

2022-23 in the Lok Sabha, 

Congress leaders, including 

Rahul Gandhi, said it was a 

“Lollypop budget”. They al-

leged it had exposed the gov-

ernment’s “anti-farmer and 

anti-poor” face. West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee termed it 

a “Pegasus spin budget” that 

provided nothing to the com-

mon people who have been 

“crushed” by unemployment 

and inflation.Senior Congress leader and 

former finance minister P 

Chidambaram dubbed the 

Budget as “the most capital-

ist” and said the country was 

turning into “very unequal” as 

nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 

have been provided to the big 

industrialists.Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 

the Budget was nothing but 

an attack on subsidies and old 

rhetoric. The Congress wrote 

on Twitter that the salaried 

and middle classes waited in 

anticipation for a Budget to 

help them through their trou-

bles, but the Lollipop Budget 

has proved that time spent 

waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come 

under BJP rule is nothing but 

time wasted.”Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal dubbed the Union 

Budget as “disappointing” and 

said it has nothing for the com-

mon people.CPM general secretary Sita-

ram Yechury questioned the 

government on the purpose of 

the Budget and asked why the 

wealthy have not been taxed 

further. “Budget for whom? 

The richest 10% Indians own 

75% of the country’s wealth. 

The bottom 60% own less 

than 5%. Why are those who 

amassed super-profits during 

the pandemic, while jobless-

ness, poverty & hunger have 

grown, not being taxed more?” 

Yechury asked in a tweet.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 

Mayawati said the Budget 

has been brought to “woo the 

public with new promises” and 

alleged that the Centre has 

forgotten to implement its old 

announcements.Swaraj India president Yo-

gendra Yadav said  the gov-

ernment took its “revenge” on 

farmers for leading a successful 

movement against the now-

repealed farm laws. AGENCIES

Opposition leaders see Lollypop, 

Pegasus spin in govt blueprint‘Why are those who amassed wealth during the 
pandemic, while 

joblessness, poverty 
grew, not being taxed more?’

Following are the highlights of the 2022-23 Budget presented 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: 

HEALtH AND SANItAtIoN

  The Ministry of Ayush has got Rs 3,050 in the Union Budget 

2022-23, a slight increase of 2.69% from 2021-22 when 

Rs 2,970 crore was earmarked for the same.  

  Budget documents show that the spending on medical 

and public health has been reduced from Rs 74,820 crore 

in 2021-22 to Rs 41,011 crore in 2022-23 due to lower 

requirement of vaccination. 

  The health sector has been allocated Rs 86200.65 crore. 

This is an increase of 16 per cent over Rs 73,931 crore in 

2021-22.DEfENCE  The defence budget has been hiked to Rs 5.25 lakh crore 

from last year when the allocation was Rs 4.78 lakh crore. 

  The major thrust is on procurement of weapons and military 

platforms from domestic players as well as to involve them 

in defence research and development.

  According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 68% 

of the outlay for defence procurement will be set aside for 

buying from domestic industry and that 25% for defence 

research and development (R&D) will be kept for collabo-

ration with the private sector.

  An independent nodal umbrella body will be set up for 

private players to meet their requirements for testing and 

new technologies and to get the certification.

  The overall defence budget of 5,25,166 crore including 

Rs 1,19,696 crore for defence pensions is an increase of 

9.8% compared to last year’s total outlay. The defence 

budget excluding the pension component stands at Rs 

4,05,470 crore.
  Separately, Rs 20,100 crore has been set aside for the 

Ministry of Defence (civil).
EDuCAtIoN  The allocation for the education sector has been increased 

to Rs 1.04 lakh crore from Rs 93,224 crore (Budget esti-

mate) in 2021-22.
  The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, laid emphasis 

on digital modes of education to reverse learning losses 

caused by the Covid pandemic. The revised estimate for 

2021-22 is Rs 88,001 crore.

   ‘One class-one TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA will 

be expanded from 12 to 200 TV channels. This will enable 

all states to provide supplementary education in regional 

languages for Class I-XII.

  School education has got Rs 63,449.37 crore, SamagraShiksha 

Abhiyan Rs 37,383.36 crore, Kendriya Vidyalayas Rs 7,650 

crore and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas Rs 4,115 crore. 

Higher Education has been allocated Rs 40,828 crore 

AGrICuLturE  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare have 

got Rs 1,32,513 crore, which is a hike of 4.5 per cent than 

the  last year’s budgetary allocation. 

  Rs 6,407.31 crore has been kept aside for the Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. This is around 

44 per cent compared to the last year’s sum.

  The Food Processing Industry has been allocated   

Rs 2,941.99 crore, a hike of over 200 per cent.

  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Yojana has been allocat-

ed Rs 6,75,000 crore and crop insurance scheme  

Rs 15,500 crore.

* Barring diamond traders, the Budget has nothing much  

to offer to the jewellery industry.

  Headphones 
   Electronic toys

   Earphones 
  Unblended fuel

  Smart meters 
   Loudspeakers

  Imitation jewellery    Solar cells

   Solar modules 
   Umbrellas

   X-ray machines

  Phone camera lens   Apparel

  Phone charger 
  Frozen mussels

  Methyl alcohol 
   Cocoa beans

  Polished diamond*   Acetic acid

  Computer, laptop   Asafoetida

The highlighTs

NEWDELHI: Terming it a “zero-sum 

budget”, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 

alleged that the Union Budget 2022-23 

had nothing for those hailing from poor 

and middle class families. “There is despair 

all around our country, our youth have no 

future and once again the Modi govt’s budget completely 

ignores this painful reality,” he wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, taking a dig at him, Finance Minister Sith-

araman said Rahul, as a leader of the oldest political 

party, should understand what was being said. 

Nothing for poor, middle class: Rahul

MuMbAI:Presenting the Bud-

get, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman proposed to tax any 

income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset at 30 per cent 

and impose a 1 per cent tax de-

duction at source of transactions 

above a monetary threshold.
Sitharaman said it should 

not be seen as a step towards 

legalising or recognising crypto-

currencies. “There is a process of 

consultation, which is going on, 

about crypto,” she said.
Though it made some experts 

feel that the measure was a step 

towards legitimising it, a day 

later, Finance Secretary TV So-

manathan cleared the air that 

cryptocurrency would never be 

a legal tender. In an interview, 

Somanathan said just like gold 

and diamond, despite being 

valuable, are not a legal tender, 

private cryptocurrencies too will 

never be a legal tender.
Earlier, Sitharaman said tax-

ing the digital currencies was 

justified as there had been a 

phenomenal increase in trans-

actions in virtual digital assets, 

making it imperative to provide 

for a specific tax regime.
There will also be no deduc-

tion in respect of any expendi-

ture or allowance except the cost 

of acquisition while computing 

this income. Also, the loss from 

transfer of virtual digital assets 

cannot be set off against any 

other income. Estimates put 

the number of crypto investors 

between 1.5 and 2 crore.

In order to capture the trans-

action details, Sitharaman also 

proposed TDS on payment made 

for transfer of virtual digital at 

1%. Gift of virtual digital assets 

is also proposed to be taxed in 

the hands of the recipient, she 

said. Security agencies have ex-

pressed concerns over the mis-

use of digital coins on Dark Web 

for terror acts, drugs trafficking 

and money laundering.
“Virtual digital assets have 

gained tremendous popularity 

in recent times and the volumes 

of trading in such digital assets has 

increased substantially. Further, 

a market is emerging where pay-

ment for the transfer of a virtual 

digital asset can be made through 

another such asset. Accordingly, 

a new scheme to provide for taxa-

tion of such virtual digital assets 

has been proposed in the Bill,” the 

explanatory memorandum of the 

Finance Bill notes.  AGENCIES

30% tax, but crypto won’t be legal: Govt

New policy

FINaNCe SeCReTaRy TV SomaNaThaN SayS 
CRyPToCURReNCy, jUST 

lIke gold & dIamoNd, wIll 
NeVeR Be a legal TeNdeR

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi has said digital rupee, 

proposed in the Budget, can be ex-

changed for cash and will open new 

opportunities in the fintech sector.

While addressing the ‘Atmanirbha 

Arthavyavastha’ (self-reliant econ-

omy) symposium organised by the 

BJP, he said the central bank digital 

currency or the digital rupee will 

make online payments more se-

cure and risk free and boost digital 

economy in the years to come.
“The digital rupee will be the digital 

form of our physical rupee and will 

regulated by the RBI. This will be 

such a system that will enable ex-

change of physical currency with 

digital currency,” Modi said at the 

symposium, attended by senior party 

leaders.“Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) will strengthen the digital 

economy,” he added. AGENCIES

A lot more in fintech sector: PM

@FWMedia_tweets fw.thefinancialworld@thefinancialworld

Los Angeles:  James 
Gunn, the writer-director 
who made the Guardians of 
the Galaxy household names 
for Marvel and revived The 
Suicide Squad, will soon be 
responsible for the future of 
Batman, Superman and the 
entire DC Universe for Warner 
Bros Discovery. 

The studio on Tuesday 
named Gunn and veteran 
executive Peter Safran co-
chairmen and CEOs of the 
newly formed DC Studios.

The roles will have Gunn 
and Safran developing a long-
term plan for the company’s 
DC Comics properties, in film, 
television and animation. Both 
will continue to also produce, 
develop and direct individual 
projects, the studio said.

We’re honored to be the 
stewards of these DC charac-
ters we’ve loved since we were 
children, said Gunn and Safran 
in a written statement. 

Our commitment to Super-
man, Batman, Wonder Wom-
an, Aquaman, Harley Quinn, 
and the rest of the DC stable 
of characters is only equaled 
by our commitment to the 
wonder of human possibility 
these characters represent. 
We’re excited to invigorate the 
theatrical experience around 
the world as we tell some of 
the biggest, most beautiful, 
and grandest stories ever told. 

Safran has produced many 
films for Warner Bros. and 
New Line Cinema, including 
Gunn’s The Suicide Squad as 
well as Aquaman, Shazam and 

the horror films in The Conjur-
ing universe.

Starting November 1, Gunn 
and Safran will report directly 
to David Zaslav, the president 
and CEO of Warner Bros 
Discovery, who praised their 
singular and complementary 
talents in a statement. 

Their decades of experience 
in filmmaking, close ties to 
the creative community, and 
proven track record thrilling 
superhero fans around the 
globe make them uniquely 
qualified to develop a long-
term strategy across film, TV, 
and animation, and take this 
iconic franchise to the next 
level of creative storytelling, 
Zaslav continued.

For the past four years, Wal-
ter Hamada headed what was 
previously called DC Films but 
officially departed the studio last 
week, ahead of the theatrical 
launch of the Dwayne Johnson-
starrer Black Adam .  Zaslav had 
promised a reset to the studio’s 
DC operations in an overhaul to 
implement a more Marvel-like 
10-year structure and improve 
quality, and with that, bring 
in a more centralized creative 
executive, akin to Marvel’s Kevin 
Feige. Some in Hollywood were 
surprised Tuesday when, in-
stead, two were named.

Bollywood star Hrithik Roshan 
celebrated his first Diwali with 
his girlfriend Saba Azad.

Saba took to Instagram Sto-
ry, where she posted a picture 
of herself along with Hrithik. 
The two can be seen twinning 
in white Indian outfits.

She wrote: “Happy Diwali” 
as the caption for the loved-up 
image. Hrithik and Saba were 
first spotted together in Febru-

ary when the two stepped out 
for dinner. Putting all rumours 
to rest, the two were seen hold-
ing hands as they walked into 
Karan Johar’s 50th birthday 
party.

On the work front, Hrithik’s 
latest release is ‘Vikram Ve-
dha’. He will next be seen in 
‘Fighter’, which also stars Anil 
Kapoor and Deepika Padu-
kone.

Mumbai:  Actor Aayush 
Sharma on Wednesday an-
nounced his fourth feature 
film, which is described as an 
action thriller.

The currently untitled movie 
is directed by Katyayan Shiv-
puri, known for short films 
like Murga and Hunger , and 
produced by KK Radhamohan.

Sharma, who last featured 
in the action drama Antim: 
The Final Truth , unveiled the 
teaser of the upcoming feature 
on his 31st birthday today on 
his official Instagram page.

In the teaser, the actor is 
seen playing the guitar as a 
group of armed men barge in 
to attack him.

Birthday par kuch Action 
Thrill toh banta hai. Aap sabka 
pyaar hi hai meri pehchaan. 
Thank you all for your wishes. 
Presenting my 4th #AS04, he 
captioned the post.

In a media statement, Shar-

ma said the upcoming film will 
present him in a new avatar.

The genre of the film is new 
for me and I’m having a blast 
working on it. I play a very 
interesting character with a 
very distinct look, style and 
personality, and I am excited 
for the audience to witness 
this new avatar of me, he said.  
In August, the actor had an-
nounced his third film billed 
as “a mytho modern action 
adventure”.

Mumbai:  After Rishi Sunak 
assumed charge as Britain’s 
57th Prime Minister, re-
nowned filmmaker Shekhar 
Kapur, who is known for 
works such as ‘Mr. India’, 
‘Masoom’, ‘Bandit Queen’ 
and ‘Elizabeth’, used the 
opportunity to recollect the 
harrowing experiences of the 
Indian community when he 
first went to the UK.

Congratulating the new 
prime minister, Kapoor took 
to his Twitter and shared a 
note saying: “When I first 
went to the UK as a student, 
Indians were most likely seen 
sweeping the floors at Heath-
row. Or ran corner shops.” He 

recalled how he was subjected 
to racial discrimination by his 
own friends and was beaten up 
just because he went out with 
a white woman.

“My friends randomly called 
me Abdul and I was beaten up 
because I dared to go out with 
a white girl, “ Kapur wrote. He 
studied chartered accountancy 
in the UK, where he worked 
for several years in the 1970 
as a chartered accountant and 
management consultant.

Expressing his gratitude to 
Sunak, Kapur said his eleva-
tion was a pivotal part of a 
global shift. “Thank you #Rish-
iSunak, you are part of a huge 
global shift, “ Kapur wrote.

Bollywood superstar Salman 
Khan is back to hosting the 
‘Weekend Ka Vaar’ episode 
after recovering from dengue. 
The episode will also see Ka-
trina Kaif along with Siddhant 
Chaturvedi and Ishaan Khattar 
coming as celebrity guests in 
‘Bigg Boss 16’.

Last week Karan Johar was 
seen hosting the weekend ka vaar 
episode because Salman Khan 
was down with dengue.

Salman will be interacting with 
the contestants and analysing 
their entire week’s activities. 
Katrina and the entire cast will 
be promoting their film ‘Phone 
Bhoot’.

Contestants who are nomi-
nated for this week include Abdu 
Rozik, Gautam Vig, Gori Nagori, 
Nimrit Kaur Ahluwalia, Shiv 
Thakare, Soundarya Sharma, 
and Tina Datta. Sreejita De and 
Manya Singh have already been 
evicted from ‘Bigg Boss 16’.

Meanwhile, Shalin Bhanot 
and Sumbul Touqeer are seen 
having an argument as he took 
her name during the nomination 
task. Apart from this Abdu Rozik 
is seen talking about friendship 
and the housemates will be seen 
fighting with each other over the 
captaincy tasks.

Los Angeles:  “Grey’s 
Anatomy” star Jesse Williams has 
boarded the season three cast of 
the Hulu series “Only Murders in 
the Building”. The actor will play 
a recurring role in the hit mystery 
comedy-drama television series, 
created by Steve Martin and John 
Hoffman, reported entertainment 
website Deadline.

Williams will star as a documen-
tarian with a particular interest in 
the case that Mabel Mora, Charles 
Haden-Savage, and Oliver Putnam 
-- played by show’s lead trio Selena 
Gomez, Martin and Martin Short 
-- are working on. Produced by 
20th Television, “Only Murders in 

the Building” earned 17 Primetime 
Emmy nominations for its second 
season and won three. Co-creators 
and writers Martin and Hoffman 
also executive produce the show 
along with Short, Gomez, “This 
Is Us” creator Dan Fogelman and 
Jess Rosenthal.

The series was renewed for a 
third season in July. Williams, who 
earned a Tony Award nomina-
tion in his Broadway debut in the 
Tony-winning revival of “Take Me 
Out” this year, will next be seen in 
“Your Place or Mine” with Reese 
Witherspoon, He will also return to 
Broadway for the newly extended 
run of “Take Me Out”.

His first goal was a nonchalant, 
outside-of-the-foot finish. His 
second was pretty much his 
trademark fast feet outside the 
area and then a precise curler 
into the corner.

Lionel Messi kept up his stel-
lar pre- World Cup form to help 
rampant Paris Saint-Germain 
become one of four teams to 
advance to the last 16 of the 
Champions League on Tuesday, 
along with Chelsea, Benfica and 
Borussia Dortmund.

That’s more than half of the 
round of 16 lineup confirmed 
now five clubs had already gone 
through and PSG will be one of 
the teams its rivals are looking to 

avoid, especially with Messi in 
this mood. Kylian Mbappe, too.

At opposite ends of their 
careers, the two superstar for-
wards are tasked with guiding 
the French champions to a first 
Champions League title and 
they both scored twice in a 7-2 
thrashing of Maccabi Haifa.

Neymar, the other member 
of the team’s high-profile at-

tacking trident, also scored in 
a victory that guaranteed PSG a 
top-two finish alongside Benfica 
in Group H. Both teams are 
on 11 points heading into the 
final round.

Benfica was a 4-3 winner over 
Juventus, which has failed to 
reach the knockout stage for 
the first time since the 2013-
14 season.

With perhaps the best goal 
of the 33 scored in the next-
to-last round of group games, 
Kai Havertz whipped a long-
range shot in off the crossbar 
to earn Chelsea a 2-1 win at 
Salzburg and a first-place finish 
in Group E.

Mumbai:  The trailer of Sa-
mantha Ruth Prabhu’s first 
Hindi theatrical release ‘Yas-
hoda’ will be launched by Vijay 
Deverakonda in Telugu, Suriya 
in Tamil, Rakshit Shetty in 
Kannada, Dulquer Salman in 
Malayalam and Varun Dha-
wan in Hindi.

After the teaser release and 
a sneak peek announcing the 
launch date of the trailer, the 
anticipation for Thursday’s 
trailer reveal that is at an all 

time high. Earlier the makers 
of the film dropped the teaser 
introducing the audience to 
the world of ‘Yashoda’ leaving 
everyone intrigued with the 

dark and thrilling backdrop 
of a pregnant woman fighting 
against all odds.

Samantha, who plays the 
titular role in ‘Yashoda’, gained 
prominence with her work in 
the second season of the Manoj 
Bajpayee-starrer streaming 
show ‘The Family Man’, she 
then turned into a national 
sensation with the blockbuster 
success of her song ‘Oo Antava’ 
from ‘Pushpa: The Rise’.

Releasing in 5 languages - 
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Ma-
layalam, and Hindi - ‘Yashoda’ 
also stars Varalaxmi Sarathku-
mar, Unni Mukundan play-
ing crucial roles with a strong 
technical crew onboard.

Actress Zareen Khan will soon be 
seen essaying a double role with 
power-packed stunts in the Tamil 
horror-thriller ‘Nagabhairav’.

She has been in the industry for 
a decade. Zareen made her 

debut with ‘Veer’. She was 
then seen in films such 

as ‘Housefull 2’ and 
‘Hate Story 3’, after 

which she forayed 
into Punjabi mov-

ies with ‘Jatt 
James Bond’ 
and Telugu 
movies with 
the thriller 
‘Chanakya’.

D i r e c t e d 
by V.C. Vadi-
vudiyan and 
produced by 

V. Palanivel, the movie will be 
released in multiple languages, 
including Hindi. And for the first 
time ever, she will be playing a 
double role.

“While shooting for this film, I 
felt like I finally got the opportu-
nity to do everything that I have 
always wanted to do! As of now, 
we have already shot our por-
tions in Chennai, Pondicherry, 
and Kumbakonam. We still have 
one schedule left to shoot, which 
will be planned mostly around 
November, “ she said.

‘Nagabhairav’ is touted to be an 
action-packed adventure.So, will 
she be doing stunts?

“I have done a lot of my own 
stunts, which was really exciting 
and which also got me injured 
quite often during the shoots! But 
I never let that break my spirit or 
my stride. Now I feel ready to take 
on more action-oriented roles.”

“In an era where female actors 
are finally being recognised and 
lauded for their artistry, I am glad 
that this film gives me the oppor-
tunity to be much more than just 
a pretty face!”

Mumbai:  Family comedy 
Thank God has earned around 
Rs 8 crore at the domestic box 
office on its opening day, the 
makers said on Wednesday.

Starring Ajay Devgn, Sid-
harth Malhotra and Rakul 
Preet Singh, the movie released 
in theatres on Tuesday. 

“Thank God” is directed 
by veteran filmmaker Indra 
Kumar, known for “Dhamaal” 
and “Masti” film franchises.

The producers shared the 
first day India box office col-
lection numbers in a media 
statement. 

With the entire nation now 
celebrating their #ThankGod 
moments, it’s time to #Thank-
God for all the love the film 
has received on its #Day1 
#IndraKumar directorial, 
#AjayDevgn #SidharthMal-
hotra and #RakulPreetSingh 
starrer helms a remarkable 

impression and collects Rs 
8.10 Cr, the statement read.

Thank God is produced by 
Bhushan Kumar, Krishan Ku-
mar, Ashok Thakeria, Sunir 
Kheterpal, Deepak Mukut, 
Anand Pandit and Markand 
Adhikari. Yash Shah is cred-
ited as the co-producer on the 
film.

The movie was released 
alongside the Akshay Kumar-
starrer “Ram Setu”.

Hrithik celebrates 
first Diwali with 

girlfriend Saba Azad Director James 
Gunn, Peter
Safran to co-lead
DC Studios

Zareen Khan’s latest 
‘Nagabhairav’ 
has her trading punches

in dual avatar

Aayush Sharma announces 
action thriller movie on birthday

‘Bigg Boss 16’
Salman back to

hosting after dengue

Congratulating Rishi Sunak, 
Shekhar Kapur shares his 
experience with racism

‘Thank God’ raises Rs 8 cr in India on day one

Messi stars, PSG among 4 teams advancing in Champions League

Samantha’s ‘Yashoda’ trailer to 
be unveiled by Varun Dhawan, 
Suriya, Vijay Deverakonda

Jesse Williams tapped to star in ‘Only 
Murders in the Building’ season 3

Actress Rakul Preet 
Singh, who has had 
back-to-back releases 
this year with ‘Thank 

God’ being her latest, has jet-
ted off to Maldives for a brief 
vacation after a busy schedule 
of promotions, shoots, and jug-

gling multiple projects.
Taking to her social media, 

the actress dropped a super 
hot photo from her vacation in 
the Maldives. She can be seen 
rocking an orange swimsuit, 
with her hair tied up in a high 
bun while sitting by the beach. 

She captioned the picture as, 
“#thankgod for a holiday”

A source close to the actor 
also revealed that this is Rakul’s 
first vacation in the last 8 to 10 
months as she has been con-
tinuously shooting, promoting 
and working on her films and 

brands. So, this time around 
she squeezed in time for a 4-day 
vacation for herself.

After having impressed every-
one with her role as a pilot, ro-
botics engineer, teacher, Rakul 
is garnering positive response 
for her work in ‘Thank God’.

vacay pics from 
Maldives have set 
mercury soaring

Rakul
Preet 
Singh’s


