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Chandigarh: Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann on 
Friday said that the state govern-
ment is fully prepared to tackle 
any unforeseen challenge in 
wake of the fresh wave of covid 
pandemic.

Punjab Chief Minister  re-
viewed the arrangements of the 
state government during a review 
meeting here at his office in Pun-
jab Civil Secretariat.

Chief Minister Mann urged 
the people to wear appropriate 
masks in all Educational Institu-
tions, Government & Private Of-
fices and indoor/outdoor gather-
ings, malls, Public places etc. for 
the prevention of further spread 
of the virus in the population 
and for the well-being of every 
individual adding he appealed 
the people to wear mask at public 
places. Likewise, he said that CO-
VID-19 appropriate behaviour 

must be strictly followed like 
social distancing, respiratory eti-
quettes and no spitting at public 
places. Bhagwant Mann asked 
the Health department to ensure 
that anyone having symptoms 
of COVID-19 must get tested 
and follow COVID-19 protocol. 
He also asked all the Deputy 

Commissioners to constantly 
review the arrangements in their 
concerned districts. Punjab Chief 
Minister further said that the 
state government has decided to 
set up a State Level Covid Control 
Room to tackle any exigency.

All hospitals/ labs/ Collection 
centres offering testing for CO-

VID-19 must upload details of 
tests including positive and nega-
tive results on COVA Portal of 
Government of Puniab as well as 
intimate complete testing details 
to respective district and State 
COVID-19 cell. He also said that 
Those due for second dose and 
precautionary dose of COVID-19 
vaccine must take it at the earli-
est. Bhagwant Mann asked the 
officers to ensure that decision 
of the Government in this re-
gard should be implemented 
strictly and also disseminated 
for compliance.

The Chief Minister expressed 
satisfaction that in order to con-
tain the spread of COVID-19, a 
total of 2, 10, 80, 032 samples 
have been conducted so far and 
on an average 2500 RT-PCR 
and RAT tests are being done 
on daily basis. He said that 
these tests are conducted at Sub 

Divisional Hospitals level on 
Saturdays and Sundays as well. 
Bhagwant Mann said that in 
the past three weeks the average 
positive rate is 0.02% and the 
positivity is less than 0.1 from 
the last two months.

Punjab CM  said that there are 
790 Level-Il paediatric oxvgen 
supported beds adding that 324 
paediatric ICU beds are available 
in case of requirement. He said 
thag Additional 3518 adult Level-
II beds and 142 adult ICU beds 
are available in case of require-
ment. Bhagwant Mann said that 
14701 Level 2 and 3132 Level 
3 beds are available in case of 
requirement.

Chief Minister said that 23 
Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO) 
storage tanks (with MGPS) have 
been installed in the state and 
87 Pressure Swing Adsorption 
plants are working. 

Chandigarh: Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Friday said that due 
to the pro-industry environ-
ment and ease of doing busi-
ness policies, an investment 
of Rs 30, 000 crore has been 
firmed up in the state in the 
last nine months, which will 
create new employment op-
portunities for thousands of 
youngsters.

“Big industry houses like 
Tata Steel, Verbio, Freuden-
berg, Sanathan Textiles have 
entered into agreements to 
invest by reposing faith in our 
industrial policies, which will 
provide jobs to our youth, “ 
the Chief Minister said while 
handing over appointment 
letters to the newly recruited 
candidates at Markfed and 
launching new products at the 
Municipal Bhawan here today.

Referring to the recent 
meetings with industrialists 

in Hyderabad, Bhagwant 
Mann said that the entre-
preneurs associated with food 
processing and agriculture 
have shown keen interest in 
investing in Punjab, which 
will further strengthen the 
industrial sector of the state. 
He said that Where there is a 
will there’s a way as now the 
industrialists do not have to 

face the corrupt and intricate 
process to invest in the state. 
Bhagwant Mann said that 
subsequently, the industrial-
ists are coming to Punjab as 
We have eliminated corrup-
tion, provided uninterrupted 
power supply to the industry 
and a conducive environment 
and now our efforts are bear-
ing fruit.

Yogesh Kant
New Delhi 

Prime Minister on Thursday 
urged people to follow Covid 
appropriate behaviour at all 
times, especially in view of the 
upcoming festive season, includ-
ing wearing masks in crowded 
public places. He also urged 
that that precaution dose may 
be encouraged especially for 
vulnerable and elderly groups. 

He stressed the need to ensure 
that the entire Covid infrastruc-
ture at all levels is maintained at 
a high level of preparedness in 
terms of equipment, processes 
and human resources. 

He advised States to audit 
Covid specific facilities to ensure 
operational readiness of Hos-
pital Infrastructure, including 
Oxygen Cylinders, PSA plants, 

ventilators and human resources.
He directed officials to ramp 

up testing and also genomic 
sequencing efforts. States have 
been asked to share a larger 
number of samples with the 
designated INSACOG Genome 
Sequencing Laboratories (lG-
SLs) for Genome Sequencing 
on a daily basis. This will sup-
port timely detection of newer 
variants, if any, circulating 
in the country and facilitate 
undertaking requisite public 
health measures.  PM Modi on 

chaired a high-level meeting to 
assess the Covid-19 situation in 
the country, preparedness of 
health infrastructure and lo-
gistics, status of the vaccination 
campaign in the country and 
the emergence of new Covid-19 
variants and their public health 
implications for the country. 
This high-level review meet-
ing comes in the backdrop of 
spike in COVID19 cases in some 
countries.

A comprehensive presenta-
tion was made regarding the 
global Covid-19 situation includ-
ing the rising cases in countries 
by Secretary, Health and Mem-
ber, NITI Aayog. Prime Minister 
was briefed that India has been 
witnessing a steady decline in 
cases with average daily cases 
falling to 153 and weekly positiv-
ity down to 0.14% in the week 

ending 22nd Dec, 2022. However, 
5.9 lakh daily average cases have 
been reported globally since 
the last 6 weeks. He cautioned 
against complacency and ad-
vised strict vigil. He reiterated 
that Covid is not over yet and 
directed officials to strengthen 
the ongoing surveillance mea-
sures, especially at the interna-
tional airports.

Prime Minister was informed 
that there is adequate avail-
ability with regard to medicines, 
vaccines and hospital beds. He 
advised to regularly monitor 
availability and prices of es-
sential medicines. Highlighting 
the globally appreciated work of 
the frontline healthcare work-
ers, Prime Minister exhorted 
them to continue working in 
the same selfless and dedicated 
manner.

French serial killer Charles 
Sobhraj released from Nepal jail, 
set to be deported to France
Kathmandu:  Charles Sob-
hraj, the notorious French serial 
killer of Indian and Vietnamese 
parentage who committed a 
string of murders across Asia 
in the 1970s and was sentenced 

to life, was re-
leased from a 
Nepalese prison 
on Friday and 
will be deported 
to France on the 

apex court’s order. Sobhraj, 78, 
was released from the Central 
Prison here and handed over to 
the immigration authorities to 
process his travel documents, 
officials said. His lawyer Gopal 
Shivakoti Chintan told to media  
that Sobhraj will be deported to 
France this evening.

Beijing:  China is woefully 
underprepared for the chaos 
that is inevitably unfolding since 
the Covid controls were lifted, 
as seen in other countries, the 
media reported on Friday.

According to South China 
Morning Post, Since Beijing’s 
sudden U-turn on ending the 
zero-Covid policy more than two 
weeks ago, “Chinese officials and 
state media have struggled to put 
a positive spin on the decision”.

Hospitals in China are over-
whelmed with patients after 
Covid controls were eased for 
the first time last month, and 
then earlier this month.

“The reality could not be more 
starkly different - fever medicine 
in short supply, hospitals and 

emergency services swamped, an 
acute blood shortage in many cit-
ies, the death toll soaring among 
the elderly, and morgues and fu-
neral parlours overwhelmed with 
bodies, “ the report mentioned.

Meanwhile, the country has 
sent hundreds of healthcare 
workers, some specialising in 
critical care, to Beijing to ease 
the burden. “However, the fact 
that outside help is needed 
in Beijing, which has the top 

medical resources in the coun-
try, highlights how fragile the 
healthcare system is as it faces an 
unprecedented Covid-19 wave 
following the government’s 
change in pandemic response, 

“ the report added. Officially, 
the Beijing government has 
announced seven deaths since 
opening up.

However, according to the 
report, the health authorities 
say only coronavirus patients 
who die from respiratory failure, 
not other chronic illnesses, are 
counted as Covid-19 deaths.

According to reports 800 mil-
lion people may get infected in 
China in months to come, and 
more than one million people 
may die.

New Delhi: An Indian-
origin Columbia University 
professor has been awarded 
Japan’s prestigious Okawa Prize 
for his seminal work on com-
puter vision and computational 
imaging.

Shree K. Nayar, the T.C. 
Chang Professor of Computer 
Science at Columbia Engi-
neering, is being recognized 
for “the invention of innovative 
imaging techniques and their 
widespread use in digital pho-
tography and computer vision”.

“I am grateful to the Okawa 
Foundation for this honor, “ said 
Nayar, who directs Columbia’s 
Computational Imaging and 
Vision Laboratory.

“Over the last three decades, I 
have had many close and pro-
ductive collaborations with 
Japanese researchers and com-
panies. These have enabled my 
laboratory to translate our re-
sults into imaging technologies 
that are currently being used in 
consumer devices and factory 
automation systems, Nayar said 
in a statement. Hailing from 
Thiruvananthapuram, Nayar 
heads the Columbia Vision 
Laboratory (CAVE), which 
develops advanced computer 

vision systems. His work is mo-
tivated by applications in the 
fields of digital imaging, com-
puter vision, computer graphics, 
robotics, and human-computer 
interfaces. Nayar’s work has 
changed the way visual infor-
mation is captured and used 
by both machines and humans.

In the mid-1990s, he pio-
neered the field of computa-
tional imaging, which combines 
unconventional optics with ad-
vanced image processing algo-
rithms to produce immersive 
and interactive visual informa-
tion, a Columbia University 
statement read. Nayar’s idea 
of creating assorted pixels for 
high-dynamic-range (HDR) im-
aging has enabled smartphone 
cameras to leapfrog in terms of 
the quality of the photos they 
capture, the University said.
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December 21 marks the be-
ginning of Chilla Kalan, the 
40 day period of the harshest 
cold. The night temperature in 
the Valley has plunged below 
freezing point at over minus 
6 degree celsius and now it is 
likely to plunge further. 

The Valley is currently in 
the grip of severe cold wave, 
aggravated by the lack pre-
cipitation. According to the 
meteorological department 

dry weather in Jammu and 
Kashmir will likely continue 
till December 24. 

The department has pre-
dicted the possibility of rains 
or light snowfall in some parts 
of Kashmir around Christmas.

The region’s Power Distri-
bution Corporation announced 
a 31-hour to 56-hour per week 
power curtailment schedule.  
This has further reduced the 
electric supply. People across 
the Valley are complaining 
of longer and unscheduled 

power cuts. 
The power department has 

already hiked monthly power 
bills by 8 to 22 percent. 

The demand right now in 
Kashmir is over 1900 MW and 
it is expected to peak beyond 
2000 MW in January. But the 
supply is only 1600-1700 MW, 
a majority of which is brought 
from the central pool. 

The local production has 
dwindled to just 150 MW due 
to the reduction in the water 
level in river Jhelum. 

London:  British Sikh MP 
Preet Kaur Gill has called on 
the Health Secretary to initiate 
an independent inquiry into the 
alleged bullying culture at Uni-
versity Hospitals Birmingham 
(UHB), which is seriously im-
pacting the staff and patient care.

In a letter to Steve Barclay, 
Gill said she has been inun-
dated by messages from the 
UHB staff, who have shared 
their experiences of what has 
been repeatedly described as a 
«toxic culture». «Staff have been 
bullied and demeaned for rais-
ing concerns about policies and 
practices that they believe have 
compromised patient care, and 
in some cases even led to deaths, 
« the MP for Birmingham and 
Edgbaston wrote in her letter.

Gill said that whistle-blowers 
have told her about a «put up or 
shut up» culture, which has of-
ten veered into outright bullying.

Staff and former staff mem-
bers have described to Gill as be-
ing harassed over several years, 
leading to counselling, depres-
sion and extended periods off 
work. «Some staff described a 
culture of fear so draconian that 

staff were afraid to go to the toi-
let, « the Shadow International 
Development Secretary said.

Highlighting the case of 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
doctor Vaishnavi Kumar, who 
took her own life after feeling 
‹belittled› at work, Gill said that 
«this must be a turning point for 
the Trust». An inquest found 
last month that the 35 year-old 
Indian-origin doctor ended her 
life after she struggled to cope 
up with «bullying and conde-
scension at work», and often re-
turned home crying. Gill reacted 
after seeing reports first aired 
on BBC Newsnight in the first 
week of December about the 
bullying culture at University 
Hospitals Birmingham NHS 
Foundation Trust.

AAP prepares pitch for 
2024 at National Council 
met, expresses concern 
over national security
New Delhi: With the Aam 
Aadmi Party attaining national 
status, the party’s National 
Council met for its 11th meet-
ing here on Sunday, to discuss 
its growth in the last decade 
and its plan going forward 
nationally.

The meet-
ing concluded 
with the Na-
tional Coun-
cil noting 
the party’s 
achievements over the last 
decade and passing resolu-
tions against rising inflation 
and unemployment and Chi-
nese aggression. Preparing 
the pitch for 2024 elections, 
national convenor and Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
said: “I have a vision for the 
whole country... AAP is only 
the medium that will help 
achieve the vision. I envision 
an India that is a global educa-
tion hub, where no one sleeps 
hungry, where underprivileged 
get top-class education-health-
care and become rich. 

New Delhi: Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge on 
Friday accused the govern-
ment of running away from a 
debate on issues such as Chinese 
transgressions, inflation and 
unemployment and said this 
shows its “governance failure”. 
He also alleged the Modi gov-
ernment is “rattled” by the “im-
mense support” the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra is getting, and is finding 
excuses to stop it. Chairing a 
meeting of top leaders on ways 
to strengthen the organisation 
and to take forward the party’s 
soon-to-be launched outreach 

initiative as a follow-up to the 
Yatra, Kharge said the Opposi-
tion put forward 16 major issues 
during the Winter Session but 
the Modi government did not 
agree to hold a debate on even 
one of them.

New Delhi:    The Delhi 
High Court on Thursday dis-
missed a plea opposing the 
permission given to Sikhs to 
carry kirpans while travelling 
on civilian flights in India.

The plea, filed in a form of 
public interest litigation (PIL) 
by lawyer Harsh Vibhore Sing-
hal, challenged the Centre’s 
notification issued on March 
4 allowing Sikh passengers to 
carry kirpans having blade 
length of no more than six 
inches and total length of no 
more than nine inches while 
travelling anywhere in India.

On December 15, the HC 
reserved its order on the plea.

A division bench of Chief 
Justice Satish Chandra Shar-

ma and Justice Subramonium 
Prasad had said: “How can we 
interfere with such a policy 
decision? We can’t interfere. 
It is a policy decision of the 
Government of India.”

The petitioner had claimed 
that a committee of stakehold-
ers should be constituted to 
apply its mind to the issue.

At this, the court had said: 
“Your mind might not be the 
government’s mind. There-
fore when the government 
has applied its mind and has 

come with a policy, we ought 
not to interfere unless it is 
so arbitrary.” The court had 
also refused to entertain sub-
missions by certain parties as 
their applications were not on 
record. The plaintiff had said 
that he was not questioning 
the rights of Sikhs but only 
wanted the stakeholders to 
examine the issue.

He had said: “I admit that 
Article 25 allows the carriage 
of a kirpan. But when you are 
flying, the regulator must ap-
ply its mind. I want a con-
stitution of a committee of 
stakeholders to examine the 
issue. If the committee feels 
that the notification is good, 
so be it. Not a problem.”

Punjab fully prepared to tackle fresh 
wave of covid pandemic, asserts CM

Punjab firms up an investment of Rs 30,000 cr in nine 
months due to Industry-friendly environment: CM

Covid scare: PM urges people to wear mask , follow all covid 19 protocols, get jabbed

Delhi HC dismisses plea opposing permission to Sikhs carrying kirpans on flights

Kashmir’s harshest winter period ‘Chilla-i-Kalan’ begins

China woefully underprepared for Covid chaos: Report

British-Sikh MP seeks probe into 
‘bullying culture’ at UK hospital

Govt ran away from debate on China, 
inflation, unemployment: Kharge 

Indian-American wins Okawa Prize 
for innovative imaging techniques

New Delhi: Sixteen Army 
personnel lost their lives after 
an Army truck met with an ac-
cident in north Sikkim on Friday. 

“The ill-fated vehicle, which was 
part of a convoy, skidded down a 
steep slope at Zema while nego-
tiating a sharp turn,” the Army’s 
Eastern Command said in a 
statement. Four injured soldiers, 
who were evacuated by air, are 
being treated at a military hos-
pital in Siliguri, officials said.

Expressing condolences to the 
bereaved families, Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh said he was 

“deeply pained” by the loss of lives 
of the personnel. “The nation is 
deeply grateful for their service 
and commitment,“ he tweeted. 
The bodies of the deceased will 
be transported to their respective 
native places by air and road on 
Saturday, a defence spokesper-
son said in Guwahati. Wreath 
laying on the mortal remains of 

the 16 Army personnel who died 
in the tragic accident at Zema 
in North Sikkim will be held at 
Bagdogra airport on Saturday, 
the Army said.

“In a tragic road accident, in-
volving an Army truck on Decem-
ber 23 at Zema in North Sikkim, 
16 bravehearts of the Indian Army 
have lost their lives,” the Army 
said in the statement.

Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi expressed grief at the death 
of the Army personnel. Quot-
ing Mr. Modi, the PMO tweeted, 

“Pained by the loss of lives of our 
brave army personnel due to a 
road mishap in Sikkim. Condo-
lences to the bereaved families. 
May the injured recover soon.” 
The Army said the truck was 
part of a three-vehicle convoy 
that moved from Chatten in the 
morning towards Thangu.

16 Army personnel killed in Sikkim accident 



Satish Handa

Haryana Chief Minister Mano-
har Lal Khatter told media per-
sons that according Dr Kamal 
Gupta Minister for urban local 
bodied department in the state 
nearly 12 lakh properties have 
been identified not in order 
for property tax in urban areas 
in the state, besides nearly 43 
lakh properties called upon to 
pay property tax within this 
month under the government’s 
tax waiver scheme. He advised 
property owners or occupiers 
should take full advantage of the 
scheme by depositing all dues of 
property tax before December 
31, 2022 under the house tax 
interest waiver scheme imple-
mented by the government in 
urban areas. He said, under this 
scheme complete interest is be-
ing waived on the outstanding 
house tax amount adding that 
about 33 lakh property IDs have 
been made.

Information reveals that 
after a survey, out of the total 

43 lakh properties, more than 
23.50 lakh new properties were 
identified, out of which 1.98 
lakh objections were registered 
and nearly a lakh objections 
had been resolved, nearly 
60,000 objections cancelled 
and about 30,000 still pending 
and now officers below the rank 
of district municipal commis-
sioner have been authorized to 
remove these objections so that 
these can be resolved quickly. 
Information also reveals that 
decision has been taken for 
parking areas at crowded places 
in 11 cities  Gurugram, Farid-
abad, Yamunanagar, Panipat, 
Karnal, Rohtak, Hisar, Panch-
kula, Sonepat, Manesar and 
Ambala in the state for two-
wheelers and four-wheelers.

Chief Minister told media 

that that during property sur-
vey by a Jaipur based com-
pany Yashi Consultant nearly 
12 lakh properties were found 
having incorrect data about 
the property provided by the 
owners in order to save prop-
erty tax causing revenue loss 
to the government worth Rs 
540 crore on nearly 30.82 lakh 
properties in the state every 
year. He said, according to new 
updated data collected by sur-
vey teams the total number of 
nearly 42.75 lakh properties has 
been observed having incorrect 
detail about the property caus-
ing revenue loss to the urban 
local bodies department nearly 
Rs 450 crore annually likely 
to bring revenue earnings to 
government towards house 
tax revenue to Rs 992 crore in 
future. Sanjay Gupta proprietor 
of Yashi Consultant Company 
conducted survey of properties 
in the state told that nearly 33% 
properties were found closed as 
such fresh data of such proper-
ties could not be collected.
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Covid is not completely 
over yet and he 
directed the officials 
to be fully prepared 
and strengthen 
surveillance”

FW Desk
Chandigarh

A special meeting of the of-
ficials of Ayurvedic Depart-
ment and Homeopathic 
Department was held today 
at Punjab Secretariat Office 
under the chairmanship of 
Punjab Health and Family 
Welfare Minister Chetan 
Singh Jauramajra. 

The minister reviewed 

the works of the depart-
ments and discussed the 
future strategies and is-
sued strict instructions to 
bring more improvements 
in their working. Apart 
from Health Secretary Ajoy 
Sharma, MD NHM Abhinav 
Trikha, Director Ayurvedic 
Department, Director Ho-

meopathic Department, dis-
trict heads of departments 
participated in this meeting. 
Chetan Singh Jauramajra 
said that Ayurveda is the 
ancient system of medicine 
of our country and it is pos-
sible to cure all diseases with 
these pathies, so we should 
resolve to promote Ayurveda 
in every home so that every 
citizen is healthy. He said 
that Ayurveda and Home-
opathy have played a positive 
role during the war against 
Covid-19. 

He said that Ayurvedic 
decoction has also 
proved to be extremely 
beneficial for control-
ling seasonal diseases. 
Jauramajra emphasized the 
importance of being alert 
against the new and emerg-
ing variant of Covid-19. He 
underlined that Covid is not 
completely over yet and he 
directed the officials to be 
fully prepared and strength-
en surveillance.

Satish Handa

Addressing a press conference 
SP Ambala  Jashandeep Singh 
Randhawa said the nexus came 
to light when Narender Singh a 
resident of Ambala district  filed 
a complaint against Gagandeep 
Singh alias Hunny resident of 
Topkhana Bazar in Ambala 
Cantonment area running a 
confectionery shop presently on 
five days police remand and his 
brother Harsimran Singh alias 
Ginni yet absconding allegedly 
duping him of Rs 2-lakh taken 
as advance on the pretext of 
settling his family of three to 
U K against a deal finalized in 
Rs 20 lakh.

Information reveals that 
meanwhile several complaints 
of cheating youths by the in-
terstate racket from Kaithal, 
Jind, Panipat, Kurukshetra have 
also been received. Randhawa 
told that other members of im-
migration racket Deep Singh 
alias Kala arrested from Delhi, 
Amandeep Singh alias Sonu, 
Prabhjot Singh alias Babloo 
a resident of Ludhiana  have 
been nabbed by the police so 
far presently on police remand. 

Randhawa told media per-
sons that the Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) of Ambala 
police led by Ram Kumar DSP 
recovered amount worth Rs 37 
lakh, six luxury cars including 
Rang Rover, Mercedes Benz, 
Jeep Wrangler Rubicon, Ford 
Endeaour Sport, a Toyota For-
tune brands and a Bullet motor 
cycle. Police also recovered 
111 passports from accused 
and their bank account having 
Rs 33,50,000 has been sealed 
by the police. The prime ac-
cused, Gagandeep Singh alias 
Hunny from Ambala Canton-
ment area. Randhawa told 
that the special investigation 
team (SIT) of Ambala police 
busted this inter-state immi-
gration fraudsters’ gang and 
arrested five accused including 
the prime accused Gagandeep 
Singh alias Hunny.

SP Randhawa told media 
persons that police arrested 
Pardeep who was into prepar-
ing files and arranging forged 
documents such as IT returns, 
educational or others for ap-
plicants. He said, Punjab’s 
Prabhjot is the latest arrest 
and is Amandeep’s aide. 

Rs 1 lakh fine on contractor, 
Pantry Manager in 
Sadbhavna Express train

Satish Handa
Ambala 

Ambala Rail Division took 
action against the contrac-
tor as well as Pantry Manager 
in Sadbhavna Express train 
(N0. 12234) on the complaint 
of a passenger Shivam Bhatt 
travelling from Chandigarh 
to Shahjahan Pur allegedly 
overcharging by staff of Pantry 
car in the train. According to 
Hari Mohan Senior Divisional 
Manager Ambala Rail Division 
at Ambala the complainant 
had sent message on Watts 
up  to Union Railway Minister 
with a copy to him as well as 
to Indian Railway Tourism & 
Catering  (IRCTC) department 
that an employee of Pantry 
car in the train Dinesh with-
out having uniform and name 
plate had charged from him Rs 
20 instead of Rs 15 when he 
ordered a bottle of Rail Neer 
water.

Hari Mohan told that an 
immediate action was taken 
and when the train reached 
Lucknow railway station rail-
way investigation staff arrested 
Pantry Manager  Ravi Kumar 
and the contactor was fined Rs 
1 lakh allegedly overcharging 
from the amount from travel-
ling passenger on December 
17, 2022. Meanwhile, MPS 
Raghav Regional Manager 
IRCTC said that in order to 
stop illegal practice of over-
charging by Pantry staff in 
trains they have intensified 
checking in trains having 
Pantry car.

In another recent incident 
few days ago, Divisional Man-
ager Ambala during routine 
checking at Ambala Cantt rail-
way station also entered the ca-
tering room on platform num-
ber 1 at the railway station and 
found vegetables unfit for use 
as well as the food prepared 
for passengers usually being 
served inside Shatabdi trains 
passing through Ambala was 
found in unhygienic condition.  
Hari Mohan Divisional Senior 
Manager told that DRM took 
a very serious action against 
Manager and staff in the can-
teen kitchen where food was 
being prepared.  

2 kg 700 gm opium 
recovered from drug 
smuggler at Ambala

Satish Handa
Ambala

CIA In-charge Joginder 
Singh on a secret informa-
tion about a drug smuggler 
from Jharkhand supplying 
opium to a supplier near old 
railway reservation complex 
near Ambala Cantt railway 
station conducted raid and 
arrested Pancham Yadav 
(23) resident of Jharkhand 
while supplying 2 kg 700 gm 
opium to a supplier Babu 
Khan resident of village 
Ratoli in Sadhoura police 
station in Ambala district 
arrived in a Maruti Alto car 
bearing registration no. HR-
10 P-0145 when police team 
arrested both while making 
supply.  A case was registered 
against both at GRP police 
station Ambala Cantt railwat 
station. During preliminary 
investigation Pancham Yadav 
admitted that he made six to 
seven transactions for supply 
of drugs in past also and carry 
the consignment of drugs 
while travelling in the train 
for which he is being paid Rs 
30000 each time. 

CIA In-charge told that 
a special campaign against 
drug smuggling has been 
launched by DSP Dheeraj 
Kumar on the orders of Ms 
Sangeeta Kalia SP Railways 
Haryana since most of the 
drug smugglers carry drugs 
while travelling in the train. 
Pancham Yadav told that he 
had to supply opium also to 
another supplier a resident of 
village Bhogpur in Sadhoura 
police station but he did not 
came to collect opium con-
signment. A case was regis-
tered at GRP police station 
Ambala Cantt against both 
under NDPS Act. 

Satish Handa
Ambala 

Dr Kuldeep Singh Chief Medi-
cal Officer Ambala district 
on getting clue as regard a 
midwife identified as Santosh 
a resident of Lalru in Punjab 
near Ambala City working as 
an agent in the area to find 
out the sex of unborn child 
in pregnant women deployed 
a team of health department 
doctors led by Dr Balwinder 
Kaur Deputy CMO who pre-
pared a pregnant  woman to 
contact Santosh to find out the 
sex of child in her womb and 
the deal was finalized at Rs 
20000 and the woman agent 
called her at Lalru bus stand. 
Health department team paid 
amount to pregnant woman 
and chased her in a car when 

she was on way to Lalru as 
fixed. 

Santosh took pregnant 
woman to Multi Diagnostic 
Centre at Derabassi nearby 
for a ultrasound test to find 
out sex of unborn child, how-
ever the doctor was not pres-
ent at the time of ultrasound 
test and after time the agent 
Santosh when got a message 
on her mobile phone arrived 

and demanding Rs 500 tip for 
sweets congratulated preg-
nant woman saying that she 
was carrying a male child. 
Meanwhile, health depart-
ment team arrived and ar-
rested Santosh and during 
checking recovered Rs 10500 
in her purse which she told 
that she took Rs 10000 as 
her commission and Rs 500 
taken for sweets.  

Satish Handa
Ambala 

Addressing media persons 
here Haryana Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister Anil Vij 
said that an agreement would 
soon be signed with PGIMER, 
Chandigarh for better treat-
ment of children under which 
health related treatment of chil-
dren would be easier.  He said 
that I want that children can 
get good treatment, children 
are born healthy and they stay 
healthy and live a healthy life, 
so this agreement will be signed.

While addressing addressing 
on the occasion of inaugura-
tion of Psychiatrist OPD and 
Telemental Health Services in 
collaboration with PGI Chan-

digarh at Civil Hospital Am-
bala Cantonment Vij said that 
every Wednesday OPD would 
be conducted here through the 
doctors of PGIMER Chandi-
garh.  He said, these doctors 
would also work for provid-

ing training to entire Haryana 
through telemental and would 
also provide their services to 
the patients along with OPD. 
Health Minister Vij himself 
started OPD services by sitting 
the doctor on his seat.

Satish Handa

Senior IPS officer Shrikant 
Jaghav ADGP Ambala police 
range  has constituted three 
members Special Investiga-
tion Team (STI)  led by po-
lice officers of ASP and DSP 
rank to investigate over Rs 
9.37 lakh fraud in which 225 
quital rice and 6500 kg wheat 
sent from Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) godown at village 
Dukheri near Ambala was sent 
to Chander Pura in Maharash-
tra state in a sealed bogie of a 
goods train from Ambala Cantt 
railway station by HAFED 
for supply to families below 
poverty line under various 
government schemes, which 
was found short when reached 
destination in-spite of the fact 
seal on the bogie in which it 
was kept was found intact.

A team of three officers 
was sent to Chander Pura in 
Maharashtra to investigate 
the matter which confirmed 
that the stocks of food grains 
supplied from FCI godown, 
Dukheri were found short 
and the material was removed 
from the bags and to fill up the 
gap of short supply water was 
sprinkled on the bags in order 
to increase the weight since 
large number of bags were 
found wet.  HAFED Managing 

Director A. Sriniwas lodged a 
complaint with Parao Police 
Station Ambala Cantt sus-
pecting fraud and  FCI also 
suspended store keeper of their 
godown with immediate ef-
fect, whereas involvement of 
senior officers as well as a rice 
miller is also suspected in this 
fraud. Sources reveal that big 
fishes involved in this fraud 
have now started efforts to 
save their skin.

Preliminary investiga-
tion on the order of Amit 
Bhushan General Manager 
FCI told that food grains kept 
in FCI godown Dukheri  were 
dispatched to Bihar, Utter 
Pradesh, Gujarat and Assam 
for supply to weaker section 
families in these states under 
various government welfare 
schemes and a three members 
committee sent to Chander 
Pur in Maharashtra to inves-

tigate the matter submitted 
their report on 11th Decem-
ber, 2022 confirming that 
rice was stolen from the bags 
kept in FCI godown and water 
was sprinkled on the bags in 
order to increase the weight 
of food grains in these bags 
mixed with fortified rice stocks 
under a planned conspiracy. 
When matter related to the 
shortage of huge quantity of 
rice and wheat stocks in bags 
exposed to FCI officers at Am-
bala, Karnal and Chandigharh 
they tried to dump this issue 
which had already attracted 
headlines in newspapers.  Shri-
kant Jaghav ADGP Ambala 
police range told that SIT has 
been directed to investigate 
this case thoroughly and those 
involved in this scam even not 
spared families unable to get 
both end meals will not be 
spared at any cost.  

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

Non-Government Aided Col-
leges’ Management Federation 
(NGACMF) expressed strong re-
sentment over recent notification 
of Punjab Government regarding 
proposed fixing of retirement 
age of aided Colleges’ teachers 
at 58 years. They announced to 
wage a war against the govern-
ment for the draconian decision 
and constituted a Joint Action 
Committee (JAC) to chart out 
the next course of action.

According to a statement is-
sued to media, the decision was 
taken during the Executive Body 
meeting of the NGACMF held at 
Guru Nanak Khalsa College for 

Women, Ludhiana. The Federa-
tion, along with the teachers and 
principals’ association, would 
jointly fight for the rights of the 
teachers, said NGACMF President, 
Rajinder Mohan Singh Chhina.

The Federation also demanded 
from the government to roll back 
the arbitrary centralized admis-
sion portal being imposed on the 
aided colleges which is a direct 
attack on the autonomy of the 

colleges. They also sought that 
the Grant-in-Aid Scheme must 
be implemented fully and not in 
the diluted form and demanded 
the pending dues of the grants 
from the state government be 
released immediately.

“We will soon shoot off a letter 
to the Secretary, Higher Education 
to clarify regarding the retirement 
age of the teachers and their sal-
ary grants. As the government 

is issuing misleading and vague 
verbal orders on the issue, we 
have been left with no option 
but to chalk out a major agitation 
which might include strikes and 
closure of institutions of higher 
learning in the days to come”, 
said Chhina.

The Executive Members held 
extensive deliberations on the no-
tification issued by Government 
of Punjab regarding Pay revision 
of College teachers as per 7th pay 
commission. “Regarding the 
clause 13 (ii) of the notification, 
the government must seriously 
think of the central services rules 
and raise the retirement age of 
teachers to 65 years, instead of 
retiring them at the age of 58, ‘’ 
said the office bearers.

Punjab FM & Cabinet 
Sub-Committee meets 
truck operators, assures 
productive solution
Chandigarh: Punjab Fi-
nance Minister Advocate Harpal 
Singh Cheema led cabinet sub-
committee on Friday held a 
meeting with the representa-
tives of truck operators of the 
state and discussed their issues 
in detail. During the meeting 
which was attended by Food 
& Civil Supplies Minister Lal 
Chand Kataruchak and Trans-
port Minister Laljit Singh Bhul-
lar, the Finance Minister Harpal 
Singh Cheema gave assurance to 
the truck operators that Mann 
government was committed to 
the welfare of every section of 
the society; hence their demands 
would be considered sympa-
thetically. 

Meanwhile, Advocate Cheema 
constituted a committee headed 
by the Secretary of the Trans-
port department and directed 
that it would discuss all aspects 
in detail with the Industry de-
partment, truck operators and 
other stakeholders, and submit 
its report by January 31. He also 
asked the truck operators to form 
an action committee that can 
discuss their concerns with the 
committee. To solve the issues 
of truck operators related to the 
Food and Civil Supply depart-
ment, Advocate Harpal Singh 
Cheema asked Food & Civil 
Supplies Minister Lal Chand 
Kataruchak to organize meetings 
with the truck operators to seek 
their suggestions for formulat-
ing an adequate transportation 
policy of the department.

Jagmohan Singh 
Amrtisar 

Former minister Bikram Singh 
Majithia demanded the AAP 
government immediately re-
instate 302 Punjab Roadways 
Transport Corporation (PRTC) 
and Punbus employees who 
had been arbitrarily thrown 
out of service and blacklisted 
even as he asserted that Trans-
port minister Laljit Bhullar 

was going back on his word 
to regularize the services of 
contractual employees in the 
transport department.

Addressing a press confer-
ence before joining the dhar-
na organized by the Punbus 
and PRTC Contract Workers 
Union, Majithia said Laljit 

Bhullar had even addressed 
a protest of the transport 
employees before the 2022 
elections and assured that the 
AAP government would re-
induct all employees whose 
services had been terminated 
arbitrarily besides regularizing 
services of contractual employ-

ees. “Instead of doing this, the 
transport department is throw-
ing out trained employees who 
have put in ten to fifteen years 
of service and is hiring new 
untrained employees through 
a security agency. This smacks 
of corruption”, he added.

He  said even though chief 
minister Bhagwant Mann 
had announced in the State 
assembly that all contractual 
employees would be regu-
larized, his government was 
following an insidious agenda 
by terminating the services 
of contractual drivers and 
conductors receiving a salary 
of Rs 17,000 to Rs 18,000 per 
month and hiring new re-
cruits at Rs 9,000 per month. 

Rs.17 lac robbed from 
Punjab National Bank

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

Two unidentified masked men 
robbed Rs. 17 Lakh cask from 
the cashier of Punjab National 
Bank at Kathunangal branch 
here today in the Majitha con-
stituency.

Confirming the looting in-
cident, SHO Police  Station 
Kathunangal, Jaswinder Singh 
said that two looters entered 
inside the bank, shown pistols 
to the Bank Cashier  and asked 
to hand over the cash. 

Cashier on seeing the pistol, 
was scared and immediately 
handed over the cash Rs. 17 
lac which was available on the 
cashier table, said SHO.

SHO said that no armed 
gunman was available 
with the bank at the time 
of crime. Looters had ar-
rived in the bank on Activa 
scooter.  According to CCTV 
footage available with the 
bank the hands of looters 
were trembling at the time 
of crime.   The bank staff 
didn’t bother to use siren 
even when looters fled away 
from the bank. 

12 lakh new properties identified in Haryana 
to earn 450 crore revenue: CM Khattar

Punjab Health Minister Jauramajra instructs Ayurvedic and 
Homeopathy departments to be vigilant in view of Corona

Haryana police busts immigration gang with 5 
held, Rs 37 lakh, 6 luxury cars & 111 passports Anil Vij inaugurates Psychiatrist OPD and 

Telemental Health Services at Ambala 

Aided Colleges Federation Expresses Resentment over Teachers’ 
Retirement at 58, Set to wage War Jointly against State Govt.

Big fishes suspected involved in 225 kg 
rice & 6500 kg wheat scam in Haryana

Midwife working as agent to detect sex of unborn child arrested

Reinstate 302 PRTC and Punbus employees thrown out of service – Bikram Majithia
Says Transport 
minister Laljit Bhullar 
had gone back on AAP 
promise to regularize 
contractual employees 
of Transport dept

Ayurvedic decoction 
has also proved 
to be extremely 
beneficial for 
controlling 
seasonal diseases. 
Jauramajra 
emphasized the 
importance of being 
alert against the 
new and emerging 
variant of Covid-19
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Today we need social activists 
like Raj Narain in every corner 
of the country who could ques-
tion the establishments and 
governments when required, 
said Rajya Sabha member 
Sanjay Singh during a book 
launch ceremony.

Also present at the launch 
of the book ‘Raj Narain – Ek 
Naam Nahi Itihaas Hai’ writ-
ten by Shahnawaz Qadri were 
Socialist leader and thinker 
Raghu Thakur, former Rajya 
Sabha MP Obaidullah Khan 
Azmi, Professor Raj Kumar 
Jain and Prof Ramesh Dikshit, 
among others.

Raj Narain -- an Indian free-

dom fighter and politician – 
had won a famous electoral 
malpractice case against the 
then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, which led to her dis-
qualification and imposition of 
Emergency in India in 1975. 
He had defeated Indira Gan-
dhi during the 1977 Lok Sabha 
elections.

Raj Kumar Jain, who wrote 
a 27-page chapter in the book, 
said, “There must be some-
thing in Raj Narain’s personal-
ity that such a huge number of 
people have gathered here to 
pay tribute to his contributions 
to the society, particularly the 
downtrodden.

The event was held at Gan-
dhi Peace Foundation in New 
Delhi. 

New Delhi:  The Indian 
Army has identified 130 villag-
es in border areas in Arunachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim for boost-
ing infrastructure, Eastern 
Army Commander Lt Gen 
Rana Pratap Kalita said on 
Friday against the backdrop 
of increasing concerns over 
China’s expansion of civilian 
settlements close to the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC).

Lt Gen Kalita, addressing 
an event, also said efforts are 
underway to have some sort of 
a “single window system” for 

according approvals for devel-
opment of any infrastructure 
within 100 km from the LAC 
as time taken for obtaining 
various regulatory clearances 
results in delays in implemen-
tation of key projects.

The Commander said 
many areas along the LAC in 
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim 
fall under ecologically sensitive 
zones, wildlife protected re-
gions and reserved forests and 
obtaining various approvals for 
projects become challenging 
at times.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
underscored the need to fo-
cus on eight pillars of Lakshmi 
(wealth), peace, power, tour-
ism, 5G connectivity, culture, 
natural farming, sports and 
potential, for further develop-
ment of the eight Northeastern 
states. Addressing a meeting of 
North Eastern Council (NEC) 
in Shillong, Modi said that the 
Government has gone beyond 
conversion of ‘Look East’ policy 
to ‘Act East’, and now its policy 
is ‘Act Fast for Northeast’ and 
‘Act First for Northeast’. The 
meeting marks the golden ju-
bilee celebration of the NEC. 
It was formally inaugurated 
in 1972.

Hailing the contribution of 
NEC in the development of 
the Northeastern region, the 
Prime Minister said that the 
region is the gateway to South-
east Asia and can become a 
centre for development of the 
entire region.

“And to realise this potential 
of the region, work is going 
on the projects like Indian-
Myanmar-Thailand trilateral 
highway and Agartala-Akhau-

ra rail project, “ the Prime Min-
ister said. Highlighting the 
success of peace initiatives in 
the region, he said that many 
peace agreements have been 
signed, inter-state boundary 
agreements have been done 
and there has been a marked 
reduction in instances of ex-
tremism. Discussing India’s 
commitment towards net zero, 
the Prime Minister said that 
the Northeast can become a 
powerhouse of hydropower.

This it said, will make the 

states of the region power 
surplus, help in expansion of 
industries and generate a large 
number of jobs. Discussing the 
tourism potential of the region, 
the Prime Minister said that 
both culture and nature of the 
region are attracting tourists 
from across the world.

He added that tourism cir-
cuits are being identified and 
developed in the region also.

Talking about boosting 
connectivity in the region, the 
Prime Minister said that iconic 

bridge projects which were 
pending since several decades 
have now been completed.

In the last eight years, num-
ber of airports in the region has 
jumped from nine to 16, and 
the number of flights have in-
creased from about 900 before 
2014 to around 1, 900.

Many Northeastern states 
have come to railway map 
for the first time and efforts 
are being made to expand the 
waterways also. The length 
of national highways has in-

creased by 50 per cent since 
2014 in the region. He said 
that with the launch of the 
PM-DevINE scheme, the in-
frastructure projects in the 
Northeast have gained more 
momentum. He added that the 
government is also working on 
improving digital connectivity 
in the Northeast by increasing 
the optical fibre network.

Talking about development 
of 5G infrastructure, he said 
that it will help further devel-
opment of startup ecosystem, 
service sector among others in 
the region.

New Delhi: Cold wave con-
tinued to grip northern parts 
of the country and dense fog 
engulfed the Indo-Gangetic 
plains, including Delhi, for the 
fifth consecutive day on Friday.

According to officials, in 
Delhi a minimum tempera-
ture of 7.9 degrees Celsius was 
recorded at Palam; Lodhi Road 
had 7.3, Aya Nagar- 5.6; Ridge 
(Civil lines)- 5.3, Najafgarh - 9.1 
while Pitampura, Akshardham’s 
Sports Complex, Mayur Vihar 
recorded a minimum tempera-
ture of 10, 10, and 8.7 degrees 
Celsius.

“Dense to Very Dense Fog 
conditions are likely to con-
tinue over Punjab, Haryana, 
Chandigarh and Uttar Pradesh 
during next 48 hours and de-
crease in intensity & spread 
thereafter, “ tweeted the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD). Around 20 trains were 
delayed due to the fog and 
low visibility. According to 
an IMD official, due to mois-
ture and light winds at lower 
tropospheric levels over Indo-
Gangetic plains, very dense 
fog in many/most pockets is 
very likely over Punjab and 

Himachal Pradesh in night/
morning hours during the 
next 48 hours. “Dense fog in 
isolated pockets is also very 
likely over Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, north Rajasthan, 
Bihar, Sub Himalayan West 
Bengal, Sikkim and Tirpura 
for the next 2-3 days, “ said 
the official.

A drop in temperature has 
been also recorded in states 
of North India, including 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Pun-
jab and Bihar. “Due to dry 
north/northwesterly winds 
from Himalayas over plains 
of northwest India, cold wave 
conditions are very likely in 

isolated pockets over Punjab, 
Haryana and north Rajasthan 
during December 24 to 26, “ 
said the official.

“Cold day to severe cold day 
conditions are also very likely 
over Punjab, Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh in the next two days, “ 
predicted the IMD. Intense cold 
wave swept Ladakh and Kash-
mir as the 40-day long period 
of harsh winter cold known as 
‘Chillai Kalan’ entered its third 
day. In the J&K union territory, 
Srinagar had minus 4.8, Jammu 
had 6.3 degree Celsius.

In Ladakh region, Kargil had 
minus 13.1 and Leh minus 13.8 
as the minimum temperature.

Terror incidents In 
Jammu and Kashmir 
down by 168 per cent: 
Anurag Thakur

FW Desk

Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur Monday said that 
“terror incidents in Jammu 
and Kashmir decreased 
by 168 per cent” since the 
Modi government came to 
power. 

“The government un-
dertook decisive actions 
which yielded definitive 
results,” Thakur said add-
ing that Modi government 
has a “zero tolerance policy 
towards terrorism.” . 

“Surgical strikes in 2016 
were in response to the Uri 
attack. Balakot Air strikes 
in 2019 were in response 
to the Pulwama bombing, 
so all these decisive actions 
yielded definitive results,” 
he told reporters here.

Giving details of the 
decline in violence since 
Modi government came 
to power in 2014, Thakur 
said terror incidents has 
come down by 80 percent, 
and civilian deaths have 
decreased by 89 percent. 

New Delhi:   The Border 
Security Force (BSF) foiled 
Pakistan’s attempt of smug-
gling drugs and weapons 
across the border through 
drones. BSF apprised that 
the drone tried infiltration 
twice at different posts along 
the international border of 
Punjab.

BSF said that the drone 
was fired upon by the jawans 
at the border in Gurdaspur in 
Punjab, late on Sunday night.

According to the informa-
tion, the drone’s activity was 
detected at Chandu Batala 
outpost around 10:20 p.m., 
in response of which the se-
curity force fired 6 illumina-
tion bombs and 26 rounds of 
rapid fire.

BSF informed that the 
drone tried to infiltrate In-
dian territory again at 10:48 

p.m. near the Kasowal post 
in the sector.

The force retaliated by 
firing around 72 rounds in 
cross fire and 4 illumination 
bombs. The drone was then 
seen going back towards Pak-
istan from above the fencing.

Senior officials were in-
formed after the incident 
and search operations are 
underway in the area. Gur-
daspur DIG Prabhakar Joshi 
inspected the spot and in-
teracted with the locals in-
cluding jawans. He said that 
the entire area was being 
intensively searched by the 
BSF and the police.

Joshi added that Pakistani 
drone activity has been ob-
served three times in the last 
2 days and claimed that a be-
fitting reply to the attempts 
was given by the jawans.

FW Desk
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader Raghav Chadha on 
Thursday gave a Suspension 
of Notice under Rule 267 of 
the Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in the Ra-
jya Sabha to hold a discussion 
on rising COVID-19 cases in 
China and its impact on India.

In his written notice, Raghav 
Chadha said, “I hereby give 
notice under Rule 267 of the 
Rules of Procedure and Con-
duct of Business in the Council 
of States (Rajya Sabha) of my 
intention to move the follow-
ing motion for suspension of 
Question Hour listed for 22nd 
December 2022: “That in pur-
suance of Rule 267 of the Rules 

of Procedure and Conduct of 
Business in the Rajya Sabha, 
this House do suspend Rule 
38 of the said Rule in its ap-
plication to the discussion on 
RISING CORONA CASES 
IN CHINA AND IMPACT 
ON INDIA.” China is witness-
ing an alarming surge in fatal 
COVID infections from a sub-
variant of Omicron.

Epidemiologists predict at 
least three waves of the virus 
to hit the country during the 
following months and cause 
over a million fatalities. The 
virus has already wreaked 
havoc in China pushing its 
healthcare system into chaos 
reports suggest that there are 
no beds in hospitals, medicines 
are running out of stock and 
mortuaries have run out of 

space. Videos of the devasta-
tion caused by the pandemic 
are flooding social media and 
alarming people.

Expressing concern over de-
tection of four cases of this new 
variant in India, Chadha said 

that the world is on high alert. 
“As a nation, we can neither 
afford complacency nor man-
age a lethal pathogen with just 
reassuring headlines.”

Seeking a ban on flights 
from China, he said that given 

the seriousness of the situa-
tion, the Ministry of Health, 
Government of India has is-
sued an advisory to the States, 
but stronger measures were 
needed. “The need of the hour 
is to immediately ban any con-
necting flights from China to 
India via Asian countries and 
consider a mandatory institu-
tional quarantine for interna-
tional passengers from affected 
countries,” he said. 

He stressed that managing 
a pandemic is the collective 
responsibility of the union and 
all state governments. There-
fore, a discussion in the Parlia-
ment on the impending threat 
from the new variant and the 
Government’s preparedness 
to tackle the same is highly 
needed.

Amritsar:  Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Com-
mittee (SGPC) President 
Harjinder Singh Dhami has 
strongly condemned the arrest 
of a Sikh youth after registra-
tion of a case against him for 
placing a photo of Sant Jarnail 
Singh Khalsa Bhindranwala on 
a tractor during Nagar Kirtan 
(religious procession) at Jabal-
pur in Madhya Pradesh (MP).

SGPC President said that this 
action taken by the MP police 
is a big injustice and excess on 

the minority Sikhs, which has 
hurt Sikh sentiments. He said 
that India is a multi-religious 

country, in which everyone has 
religious freedom as per the 
Constitution.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said 
that Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa 
Bhindranwale is a martyr of 
the Sikh community, who 
attained martyrdom in June 
1984 while struggling against 
the desecration of Sachkhand 
Sri Harmandar Sahib.

“Placing the photo of Sant 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwala is 
not a crime, so the case against 
the Sikh youth in Jabalpur 
should be canceled immedi-
ately”, said SGPC President.

SGPC President appealed to 

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
and Home Minister Narottam 
Mishra to intervene in this 
matter and issue instructions 
to cancel the case registered 
against the innocent Sikh 
youth.

He also appealed to the 
representative Sikhs of MP, 
Kendri Sri Guru Singh Sabha, 
MP and other Gurdwara com-
mittees to raise this issue vig-
orously at the local level so that 
the Sikh youth can get justice.

New Delhi: In a meet-
ing of party MPs, Congress 
Parliamentary Party (CPP) 
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi on 
Wednesday accused the Centre 
for disrespecting democracy by 
not allowing a debate in Par-
liament on the recent China 
transgressions.

“This refusal to allow a par-
liamentary debate on such 
a matter of grave national 
concern shows disrespect for 
our democracy, and reflects 
poorly on the government’s 
intentions. It demonstrates 
its inability to bring the nation 
together, “ she said.

“On the contrary, by follow-
ing divisive policies, by spread-
ing hatred and targeting some 
sections of our society, the gov-
ernment makes it harder for 
the country to stand up as one 
against foreign threats.

“Such divisions weaken us 
and make us more vulnerable. 
At times like this it must be 
the government’s endeavour 
and responsibility to unite our 
people, not divide them as it 
has been doing these past sev-
eral years, “ the senior leader 
added.

Sonia Gandhi said the coun-
try continues to face significant 
internal and external chal-
lenges like inflation, unem-
ployment, social polarisation, 
weakening of democratic in-
stitutions and repeated border 
incursions.

“As the principal opposi-

tion party, we have a great 
responsibility and we must 
continue to strengthen and 
renew ourselves to fulfil it.”

She alleged that the eco-
nomic situation continues to 
be distressing, despite the gov-
ernment’s repeated insistence 
that all is well.

“The price of daily commod-
ities continue their intolerable 
rise, placing a heavy burden 
on crores of households. The 
inability to provide jobs, espe-
cially for the youth, has been 
a feature of this government’s 
tenure.

“The unemployment situ-
ation is worse even though 
as the Prime Minister hands 
over appointment letters for 
a few thousand, crores more 
face an uncertain future with 
government vacancies unfilled, 
exams unreliable, and PSUs 
being privatised.

“Small businesses, which 
generate the bulk of employ-
ment in the country, are still 
struggling to survive after the 

repeated blows of demonetiza-
tion, a poorly implemented 
GST, and a mismanaged re-
sponse to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Farmers face rising 
costs, especially of fertilizers, 
uncertain prices for their 
crops, all these made worse 
by increasingly erratic weath-
er conditions, “ the Congress 
leader said.

She alleged that farmers 
also seem to be no longer 
the Centre’s priority after its 
misguided attempt at forcing 
down the three farm laws.

“A troubling new develop-
ment is the calculated attempt 
underway to delegitimise the 
judiciary. Ministers, and even 
a high constitutional authority, 
have been enlisted to making 
speeches attacking the judi-
ciary on various grounds. It is 
quite clear that this is not an 
effort to provide reasonable 
suggestions for improvement. 
Rather, it is an effort to reduce 
the standing of the judiciary in 
the eyes of the public.”

NDTV founders to 
sell most of their 
stake in broadcaster 
to Adani Group

New Delhi:  NDTV 
founders Prannoy Roy 
and his wife Radhika Roy 
on Friday said they will 
sell 27.26 %  out of their 
remaining 32.26 %  share-
holding in the news broad-
caster to Adani Group.

This follows Adani 
Group becoming the single 
largest shareholder in 
New Delhi Television Ltd 
(NDTV) after first buy-
ing out a company backed 
by the founders and then 
acquiring more shares from 
the open market.

“Consequently, with mu-
tual agreement we have de-
cided to divest most of our 
shares in NDTV to (Adani 
Group firm) AMG Media 
Network,” the founders 
said in a statement to stock 
exchanges.

PM calls for focus on wealth generation, 
peace for development of Northeast

Cold wave grips North India, 
dense fog engulfs several areas

Social activists like Raj Narain 
needed in every corner of the 
country, says MP Sanjay Singh
He was speaking at the launch of the book ‘Raj Narain – 
Ek Naam Nahi Itihaas Hai’ written by Shahnawaz Qadri

Plan afoot for single 
window clearance for 
infra projects within 
100 km from LAC 

Raghav Chadha seeks discussion in Parliament on COVID 
surge; demands ban on flights connecting India, China

Cancel case against Sikh youth registered due to photo of Sant Bhindranwale in Madhya Pradesh : SGPC

Disallowing debate on China disrespect 
to democracy, says Sonia Gandhi

BSF thwarts infiltration 
by Pak drones at Punjab 
international border

And to realise 
this potential 
of the region, 
work is going on 
the projects like 
Indian-Myanmar-
Thailand trilateral 
highway and 
Agartala-Akhaura 
rail project”
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In a significant development in in-
ternational trade law, four separate 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Panel reports have ruled that the 

tariffs of 25% and 10% on steel and alu-
minium, respectively, that the United 
States (U.S.) had imposed during the 
presidency of Donald Trump are incon-
sistent with WTO law. The cases were 
brought by China, Norway, Switzerland, 
and Turkey.

The WTO panellists held that these 
tariff rates breached the U.S.’s obligations 
under Article II.1 of the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which 
obligates countries not to impose tariffs 
beyond bound rates. Further, these tariffs 
breached Article I of GATT because they 
discriminated between some foreign pro-
ducers of steel and aluminium over others.

Importantly, the U.S. tried to justify its 
tariff hikes under Article XXI of GATT 
which allows countries to deviate from their 
trade obligations on grounds of national 
security. Specifically, Article XXI(b)(iii) 
of GATT allows a country to take any ac-
tion ‘which it considers’ necessary for the 
protection of its essential security interests 
taken in time of war or other ‘emergency 
in international relations’. Contrary to the 
U.S.’s flaccid assertion, the panel held that 
the national security rule in Article XXI 
is not entirely ‘self-judging’. A panel can 
review the action of a state taken purport-
edly to protect its national security. The 
Panel’s decision on this point is consistent 
with previous WTO jurisprudence laid 
down in the Russia-Transit and the Saudi 
Arabia- IPR cases.

The Panel rejected the U.S.’s argument 
that it increased the tariff rates due to 
global excess capacity, which could lead 
to excessive imports of these two com-
modities used in defence production, thus 
compromising the U.S.’s national security. 
The Panel held that the situation the U.S. 
referred to does not constitute an ‘emer-
gency in international relations’ under Ar-
ticle XXI(b)(iii) because it lacked severity.

Neoliberal to geoeconomic order
For a deeper understanding, one needs 

to appreciate the larger political context 
in which this dispute arose. Anthea Rob-
erts, Henrique Choer Moraes, and Victor 

Ferguson argue that the international 
economic order today is moving away 
from the post-Cold War neoliberal order 
toward a new geoeconomic order. In the 
neoliberal order, arguably, economic and 
security interests are relatively indepen-
dent tracks. Neoliberalism is based on 
principles such as non-discrimination in 
international economic relations and a 
peaceful settlement of disputes through 
neutral international courts. It champions 
interdependence. These principles are 
achieved by legalising the neoliberal order 
through the creation of global institutions 
such as the WTO and a plethora of free 
trade and investment treaties. When 
the neoliberal order reigned supreme, 
the U.S. as the undisputed hegemon, 
supported free trade because it did not 
fear the growth of its strategic rivals 
such as China.

Although the neoliberal order is not 
dead, the avowedly independent economic 
and security tracks have started to con-
verge, thus heralding the geoeconomic 
order. As the difference between the size 
of the Chinese and American economies 

began to shrink at a rapid pace, the U.S. 
seems to be giving up on championing free 
trade and swiftly embracing protectionism. 
The Trumpian tariffs wrapped in the cloth 
of national security, which the Joe Biden 
administration also backed, is a classic 
example of an American consensus on the 
geoeconomic order. The increasing use 
of the national security legalese to justify 
such economic nationalism is an attempt 
to blunt the possibility of international 
courts reviewing state action. This partly 
explains the U.S.’s erroneous argument 
that the national security defence is ‘self-
judging’ and ‘non justiciable’.

International trade lawlessness
The geoeconomic order will inevitably 

lead to what James Bacchus calls ‘inter-
national trade lawlessness’. The Biden 
administration has rejected the WTO 
Panel’s ruling calling it ‘flawed’. Con-
sequently, the U.S. will not remove the 
illegal tariff rates. Regrettably, the U.S. 
is using this ruling to double down on its 
unsound agenda of asking for reforms in 
the WTO’s dispute settlement mechanism, 

which has been a shining star in the oth-
erwise dull sky of international dispute 
settlement. The fear of being called out 
for economic nationalism by the WTO’s 
dispute settlement mechanism has led the 
U.S. to block the appointment of judges 
to the Appellate Body — the highest court 
in the WTO — for the last several years.

The U.S. which always lectures countries 
such as Russia and China to steadfastly 
follow international law is turning its back 
to the rule-based order. This will only em-
bolden other countries to brazenly pursue 
unilateralism and economic nationalism. 
In many ways, this unilateralism is remi-
niscent of the economic nationalism of the 
dark decades of the first part of the 20th 
century that led to the Great Depression 
and the Second World War. The days ahead 
will be trying times for the post-war liberal 
trade order because its most important 
chieftain seems to have lost interest in it.

Prabhash Ranjan is Professor and Vice-
Dean, Jindal Global Law School, O.P. 

Jindal Global University. The views 
expressed are personal. Views are personal

Lawlessness in global trade
New strain invites 
fresh strategy for 
Covid vaccination

The spurt in coronavirus cases 
reported out of China has 
triggered global alarm. India’s 
Health Ministry has issued a 
directive to States to send posi-

tive samples to the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Ge-
nomics Consortium (INSACOG) to check for 
new, concerning strains. The Health Minister, 
too, has called for a review meeting of the 
coronavirus situation in India. India’s official 
numbers suggest that, thus far, there is little 
to worry. There are only 3,408 active cases. 
Only one district has a test positivity rate of 
over 10% and only four between 5 and 10%, 
as per the latest available weekly data. India’s 
COVID-19 vaccination coverage has exceeded 
219.33 crore, and there are no signs of distress 
being reported out of hospitals. The prevalent 
opinion is that the lifting of curbs, after almost 
three years of some of the most restrictive con-
tainment measures, has now exposed a large 
swathe of people who lack ‘natural immunity’. 
Some mathematical modelling projections cal-
culate a million COVID-19 cases in the coming 
days in China. Given that much of the world 
has moved to normalcy in terms of travel, the 
concern is that this surge is likely to reverber-
ate globally with many more infections, even 
in India, inevitable. There are two key lessons 
that can be derived from the Chinese experi-
ence: long lockdowns cannot eliminate the vi-
rus or prevent the development of new strains, 
and the only reasonable defence possible 
against severe disease is via vaccines. China 
has largely depended on home-grown vaccines 
such as CoronaVac and Sinopharm vaccines 
that rely on the inactivated virus technology. 
Despite 90% of the population receiving a 
single dose, and half, a second dose, the num-
bers in China suggest that waning immunity 
is a fait accompli. The big lesson for India is to 
not only establish the prevalent coronavirus 
variants but also whether the administered 
vaccines continue to be efficacious. 

BOOKS: review

letterbox
Readers’ feedback adds value to the newspaper. 
Please email comments on reports, features 
and columns to fwletters@gmail.com. We will 
publish them on this page.

Narvijay Yadav

The current year is coming to an 
end and the New Year is about 
to enter in our lives with a bang. 
It›s the best time to press the reset 

button of our lives to get rid of bad habits 
and start something new and wonderful. 
By the way, the clock of time keeps on 
moving at its own pace. But as soon as 
the yearly calendar changes, everything 
seems to have changed. As if the previ-
ous train left the station and a new train 
is standing on the platform to take us to 
the new destination. It is the last fortnight 
of the passing year and what better time 
to move ahead with full enthusiasm with 
new resolutions. The best way to make 
your New Year›s resolutions come true is 
to choose one goal at a time, work towards 
it patiently, reshape your working style, 
and always remember that «change isn›t 
a one-night show”. Change happens slowly 
and it takes a long time to mature things 
or thoughts. It is an ongoing process that 
happens every day.

Every New Year, people start thinking 
about creating a better edition of them. 
New Year is a time of new beginnings, 
new resolutions, and new dreams. With 

the passing of a year, the speed of the old 
resolutions gets down, everything seems 
decreasing, as if the engine is exhausted, or 
something is missing. In such a situation, 
the New Year comes like a reset button, 
a new beginning. Abraham Lincoln once 
said – “Always keep in mind that your own 
determination to be successful is more 
important than anything else.” We can give 
direction to our great resolve by taking one 
small step every day. Keep noting down 

your everyday progress in a diary and give 
yourself some rewards when you reach a 
certain point. This keeps the excitement 
going and the engine doesn›t goes down. 

The year 2022 has been comparatively 
better than the previous two years, i.e. 
2020-21. This year also has reminded 
us of the importance of health, family, 
relations, saving money, and building a 
support system. The world has learned 
that one should live in the present moment 

only because life is very unpredictable 
and nothing is certain about the future. 
Everything in the world and in life is tem-
porary. The bad time also taught people a 
lot about kindness, living together, helping 
each other, seeking help from each other, 
and being compassionate. In the time of 
the pandemic, even new-age kids who 
couldn›t think ahead of pizza and burgers 
learned that natural living, Ayurveda, and 
centuries-old Indian food have the power 
to heal. We are aware now that to build 
immunity, one can rely on coarse grains, 
vegetables, and fruits. Vegetarian food is 
the main diet of human beings. Killing and 
eating animals is not real human behaviour. 
The bad time also explained the increasing 
pressure on the Earth›s atmosphere and 
the importance of water, forest, land, and 
wild animals and birds. We are aware that 
health is the real wealth. Therefore, make 
a resolution not to eat junk food for the 
next year. You can plan a trip to natural 
places. You can start saving money for 
your future needs and emergencies. You 
can work on a plan to spend more time 
with your family.

Narvijay Yadav is a senior journalist and 
columnist. Views are personal

Best time to make resolutions for the New Year

Did you know that a 
12-year-old girl from 
Assam by the name of 
Tileswari Barua is the 

youngest martyr of India’s free-
dom struggle? Or that General 
Thangal of Manipur is the old-
est martyr of India, having been 
hanged to death at the age of 80?

A new book titled ‘Untold 
Stories of the Freedom Struggle 
from Northeast India’ written by 
veteran Guwahati-based journal-
ist and author Samudra Gupta 
Kashyap, has not only rediscov-
ered these two stories, but has 
also brought together numerous 
other stories of patriotism, cour-
age and sacrifice from across the 
northeastern region.

The book has been published 
recently by the Publications Divi-
sion of the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, as part of 
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’.

Divided into seven chapters 
each dealing with one of the seven 
states of the northeast, the book 
brings to the fore hitherto un-
recognised battles that freedom-
loving tribal communities of the 
region fought against the heavily-
armed, repressive, exploitative 
British.

It begins with the story of the 
first revolt led by Gomdhar Kon-
war two years after the British 
annexed Assam in 1826, records 
the execution of Piyoli Phukan 
and Jiuram Duliya Barua in 1830 
and then unfolds, in a chronologi-
cal manner, a series of incidents 
of the anti-colonial resistance 
till 1947.

The Maniram Dewan story and 
massacre of over 185 Hindustani 
sepoys in 1857, which had so long 
remained neglected at the nation-
al level, the subcontinent’s first 
peasants’ uprising at Phulaguri 

(1861) against the British, the 
Patharughat massacre (1894), the 
role played by women (including 
attainment of martyrdom by over 
a dozen of them), the Dhekiajuli 
massacre (1942), -- all of Assam 
-- come together in this well-
researched book.

Likewise, the amazing man-
ner in which the Khamti, Sing-
pho, Adi, Mishmi and Wanchoo 
communities of present-day 
Arunachal Pradesh, the Khasi, 
Jaintia and Garo tribals of pres-

ent-day Meghalaya, the Angamis 
of the Naga Hills, the Lushais of 
present-day Mizoram and the 
Kuki and Zeliangrongs of Ma-
nipur were engaged in bloody 
battles to protect their respec-
tive homelands from British sub-
jugation have been brilliantly 
described.

Yet another episode described 
in detail is the Anglo-Manipuri 
War of 1891. The full-scale war 
the British waged on Manipur, 
the armed resistance leading 
to the killing of five top British 
officers, the martyrdom of Bir 
Tikendrajit, General Thangal, 
Kajao Singh, Chirai Naga and 
Niranjan Singh, the Battle of 
Khongjom and the heroism of 

Paona Brajabasi, Nupi Lan or 
Manipur’s women warriors, 
takes the reader back in time 
to the dark days of British ex-
pansionism in the northeast.

The author has also described 
in detail the Muslim League con-
spiracy to include Assam in its 
Pakistan plan by way of engineer-
ing a silent demographic invasion, 
and how the Assamese leaders 
under Lokapriya Gopinath Bardo-
loi stood up against the silence of 
the All India Congress Committee 
to this issue.

“Bringing out all these from 
across the northeast was a huge 
challenge, especially because of 
lack of proper documentation 
of most of the incidents. In fact, 
barring Assam, Manipur and 
partially Meghalaya, the anti-
colonial resistance movements in 
the other states have been hardly 
researched and documented. In 
many cases, one had to take help 
of British documents and reports 
and then recreate the stories from 
the opposite angle,” Kashyap, who 
is currently a State Information 
Commissioner in Assam.

Book recaps untold stories  
of freedom struggle in N-E

The book has 
been published 
recently by the 
Publications Division 
of the Ministry of 
Information and 
Broadcasting, as part 
of ‘Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’

Untold Stories 
of the Freedom 
Struggle from 
Northeast India
By Samudra Gupta 
Kashyap
Publications 
Division of the 
Ministry of 
Information and 
Broadcasting
449 pages; Rs615

Let’s make a resolution not to eat junk food for the next year and plan a trip to natural places. You can start saving 
money for your future needs and emergencies. You can also work on a plan to spend more time with your family.

Prabhash Ranjan explains how the US is moving toward growing protectionism
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Satish Handa

Haryana state known for agricul-
ture production in the country 
in past years is likely to bring 
industrial revolution in future 
with the decision of Haryana 
state government to develop five 
industrial towns on both sides of 
Kundli-Manesar-Palwal Express 
way (KMP) in view of increasing 
population in future, which will 
also provide relief to industry 
entrepreneurs at Delhi having 
manufacturing units situated in 
thickly populated areas as well 
as residents of Delhi suffering 
from severe pollution, smoke in 
the atmosphere round the clock. 
The decision will also be benefi-
cial for Haryana state to bring 
prosperity as well as sources of 
employment in the state, besides 
reducing industrial population, 
pollution and improvement in 
traffic conditions at Delhi.

Talking to media persons 
Haryana Chief Minister Mano-
har Lal Khatter told that there is 

a proposal to develop five indus-
trial towns on both sides of 136 
km long KMP by HSIIDC similar 
to Scotland and Singapore , be-
sides a proposal already finalized 
by Haryana state government to 
develop an Iconic  building simi-
lar to Universal Studio and Burj 
Khalifa at Gurugram for which 
land has already been procured. 
According to the proposal, deci-
sion has been taken to develop 
five industrial towns in 50000 
hectare area each on both sides 
of KMP near Bahadurgarh, be-
tween Kundli and Kharkhoda, 
near Sohna and Mewat in dis-

tricts Faridabad, Palwal, Guru-
gram, Nuh, Rohtak and Jhajjar. 
Chief Minister told that HSIIDC 
officers have been directed to 
take prompt action in this regard 
providing best possible facilities 
to those setting up industry in 
proposed five industrial towns. 
He said, international level in-
vestors and consultants have 
been invited enabling Haryana 
to become a state of industrial 
towns in the country.

While interacting media, Chief 
Minister told that in past eight 
years BJP rule in Haryana state 
fresh industrial investment of 

value Rs 18422 crore has been 
invited in the state, whereas 
1,59,622 new industrial units  
have been set up in the state in 
this period provided employ-
ment to 12,60,000 persons since 
industrial entrepreneurs were 
impressed by the developments 
n the state  including construc-
tion of Kundli-Maneasr- Palwal 
Express way, construction of rail 
track between Palwal and So-
nipat and Haryana Arbital  Rail  
Coridor presently under con-
struction as such large number 
of industrial entrepreneurs are 
willing to set up industry in Hary-
ana. Khatter said, there is likely of 
large number of industrial units 
situated in thickly populated ar-
eas at Delhi may shift their units 
to these five newly proposed in-
dustrial towns in Haryana having 
a network of roads and three to 
four highways connected with 
Express way near  Delhi.

Khatter told media persons 
that large number leading 
industrial houses as well as 

foreign companies are setting 
up Mega Projects in Haryana 
with heavy investment worth 
Rs 20971 crore during current 
year 2021-2 2 which include 
Flipcort Group setting up a 
unit at Hazipur (Manesar) in 
140 acre area with investment 
of Rs 1389 crore likely to pro-
vide employment to more than 
16000 persons. Chief Minister 
said that among other major 
projects arrived or likely to in-
vest in the state include Maruti 
Suzuki setting up a plant on 800 
acre area with Rs 18000 crore 
investment at IMT Kharkhoda. 
Suzuki Motorcycle manufactur-
ing company also setting up a 
plant at IMT Kharkhoda in 100 
acres area, Birla Group setting 
up industry in 70 acre area at 
Panipat with the investment 
worth Rs Rs 1100 crore, Amprex 
Technologies Limited setting 
up a plant in 178 acre area with 
the investment of Rs 7083 crore 
likely to provide employment to 
nearly 7000 persons.

New Delhi:  Apoorva 
Mehta, the Indian-origin Co-
founder of grocery delivery 
company Instacart, has been 
accused of using stolen trade 
secrets to build a healthcare 
startup promoting weight loss.

Hello Logistics, which oper-
ates under the name NextMed, 
has sued Mehta, his business 
partner Tejasvi Singh, and 
their company Cloud Health 
Systems, reports The American 
Bazaar.

Indian-Canadian business-
man Mehta, who announced 
to step down as executive 
chairman of Instacart in July 
this year, has been sued over 
allegations of misappropria-
tion of trade secrets, copyright 
infringement and other claims.

According to the lawsuit, 
Singh collected some of Next-
Med’s trade secrets under the 
guise of gathering the informa-
tion as part of “due diligence 
for investors”. Mehta and 
Singh then used the infor-
mation to create a company 
that “does business as Sunrise, 
with a copycat website”, ac-

cording to the complaint. They 
also allegedly implemented 
NextMed’s highly confidential 
customer acquisition and other 
strategies, “in mere weeks”.

Mehta’s new healthcare 
company has raised $30 mil-
lion from two venture capital 
firms.

In July, the US-based Insta-
cart’s Founder and Executive 
Chairman Mehta announced 
to step down from the online 
grocery delivery service he 
founded nearly a decade ago.

Instacart announced that 

CEO Fidji Simo has been ap-
pointed as Chair of the Board 
of Directors, effective as Mehta 
moves out from the board once 
Instacart becomes a public 
company.

“Since I transitioned from 
CEO to Executive Chairman a 
year ago, I realised that I want 
to pursue a new mission and 
I want to do it with the same 
singular focus that I had while 
building Instacart. Stepping 
off the board will allow me to 
do just that, “ Mehta had said 
in a tweet.

Chandigarh: In order to 
further propel industrial growth 
in the state, the Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann visted  
Chennai and Hyderabad to woo 
the industrial giants for invest-
ment in state.

Punjab Chief Minister 
reached Chennai where he met 
the business delegations and 
prominent companies to rope 
in investments and strategic 
tie ups in key sectors. Likewise, 
Bhagwant Mann will be having 
interactive meeting with cap-
tains of industry at Hyderabad 
. This was crucial two day visit 
of the Chief Minister is likely 
to immensely benefit the state 
in roping in huge investments, 
Technical know how and exper-
tise from big companies.

Punjab Chief Minister also 
extended invitation to the in-
dustrialists for the Investment 
Summit being organised by the 
state government on February 
23-24 at SAS, Nagar, Mohali. 
Meanwhile, Bhagwant Mann 
reiterated his firm commitment 
to emerge state as an indus-

trial hub adding that the state 
government will leave no stone 
unturned for it. He said that 
every effort is being made to 
put state on the orbit of high 
growth trajectory of industrial 
development.

Chief Minister Punjab envi-
sioned that the tour to big in-
dustrial hubs of the country will 
further accelerate the industrial 
growth of state on one hand and 
open new vistas of employment 
for youth on the other. Bhag-
want Mann said that he will 
personally showcase Punjab 
as land of opportunities and 
growth to the entrepreneurs. 
He expressed hope that this 
tour will prove to be a milestone 
towards giving a major fillip to 
industrial growth of state. 

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh

India’s largest biennial spectacle 
of the automobile industry, Auto 
Expo - The Motor Show 2023, 
will take place from January 
13th to 18th 2023 at the India 
Expo Mart in Greater Noida, 
Uttar Pradesh. The inaugura-
tion ceremony will be held on 
January 12.

Since its inception, the Auto 
Expo has served as a launching 
pad for automobile companies 
seeking to establish a presence 
in India.

The theme of this 16th edi-
tion of the exhibition is ‘Explore 
the World of Mobility’, which 
coincides with the industry’s 
vision of the most advanced 
futuristic green technology for a 
safer, cleaner, greener and con-
nected tomorrow. It will provide 
visitors with an understanding 
of the changing and evolving 
mobility eco-system, offering 
newer and improved solutions 

that are future ready.
Rajesh Menon, Director 

General of the Society of In-
dian Automobile Manufac-
turers (SIAM), invited media 
persons to visit the expo and 
said, “This year at Auto Expo, 
the industry aims to offer a 
new dimension and experience 
to visitors, allowing them to 
“Explore the Greener World 
of Indian Mobility”. Auto Expo 
2023 is providing a platform 
for companies to showcase ad-

vancement in new generation 
Electrified Technologies and 
would provide experience to 
consumers on how the Auto 
Industry has geared up for 
transformation of mobility that 
would be carbon benign, safe 
and connected.  There would 
also be a special focus on Etha-
nol.  There is already a lot of 
excitement and anticipation 
surrounding the upcoming auto 
show. We are hopeful about 
putting up a great exhibition for 

auto enthusiasts in collabora-
tion with our exhibitors.”

The expo will be open to 
visitors and automobile en-
thusiasts from January 13th 
to 18th, 2023, from 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. 13thof January will 
be the business exclusive day, 
followed by general public days 
from 14th to 18thof January 
2023.

The tickets start at Rs. 350 
to Rs. 750. 750/- per person, 
tickets are for Business ex-
clusive day (13th Jan 2023), 
followed by weekend tickets 
priced at INR 475/- per per-
son. Tickets for the Auto Expo 
- The Motor Show 2023 are 
available exclusively on Book-
MyShow.com, as well as at the 
IEML - Greater Noida box 
office and certain Metro Sta-
tions in Delhi NCR. The Metro 
- Aqua line, with Knowledge 
Park Station directly across 
the street from the Auto Expo 
location, will provide easy ac-
cess to the exhibition.

New Delhi: Fully-inte-
grated logistics service pro-
vider Delhivery on Tuesday 
said it is acquiring Pune-
based Algorhythm Tech for 
an undisclosed sum.

Algorhythm Tech delivers 
planning and optimisation 
solutions for enterprise sup-
ply chain operations.

The company said the 
transaction is expected to 
be completed by January 31 
and post the acquisition, Al-
gorhythm Tech will operate 
as a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Delhivery Ltd.

“Algorhythm Tech’s sup-
ply chain management (SCM) 
software products will enhance 
our supply chain solutions of-
fering with value-added ser-
vices and also drive cost opti-
misation in service delivery, “ 
said Sandeep Kumar Barasia, 
Executive Director and Chief 
Business Officer, Delhivery.

Founded in 2003 by Ab-
haya Borwankar, Ajit Singh, 
and Sandeep Pendurkar, Al-
gorhythm offers end-to-end 
supply chain planning and 
execution products to cli-
ents across FMCG, pharma, 
steel, auto and telecom sec-
tors, through its proprietary 
aceRhythm 3.0” platform.

“Delhivery has made great 
strides to emerge as the larg-
est logistics provider in India 
in a decade and we can think 

of no better team or company 
to work with to accelerate our 
joint vision for the future, “ 
said Ajit Singh, Co-founder, 
Algorhythm Tech.

Delhivery has fulfilled over 
1.7 billion shipments since 
inception and works with 
over 28, 000 customers.

The logistics services pro-
vider’s network is now live on 
the government’s Open Net-
work for Digital Commerce 
(ONDC) platform.

FW Desk
New Delhi 

The Associated Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry 
of India (ASSOCHAM), an 
apex body, organized a webinar 
on “Air Pollution & Smog – 
Health & Prevention” With the 
paramount objective to cascade 
awareness and disseminate 
knowledge about taking care of 
air pollution and smog, to lead 
a healthier, happier, and pros-
perous life. The webinar, which 
is a part of the Illness to Well-
ness  initiative, highlighted 
about what are the Health ef-
fects of air pollution & smog. 

Air pollution is hard to es-
cape, it is all around us & smog 
is serious problem in most big 
urban areas. Health effects of 
air pollution & smog are seri-
ous. One third of deaths from 
stroke, lung and heart disease 
are due to air pollution. Smog 
can irritate the eyes, throat, and 
also damage the lungs. 

Anil Rajput Chairperson, 
ASSOCHAM CSR Council in 
his welcome speech said, “poor 
air quality or air pollution has 
been a constant and deeply 
concerning matter.” Highlight-
ing the challenges of smog that 
hangs over cities to smoke 
inside the home, Mr Rajput 
stated that, this poses a ma-
jor threat to health, affecting 
the cardiovascular respiratory 
system and compromising a 
host of other bodily functions, 
resulting increase in morbidity 
and mortality. “Therefore, a no-
regret strategy containing all 
possible preventive measures 
is imperative to address this 
global public health emer-
gency”, he added. 

In his address  Dr. G C 
Khilnani MBBS, MD - Gen-
eral Medicine General Physi-
cian said ‹Quality of life and 
Quantity if life is affected by 
air pollution›. The most com-
mon diseases caused by air 
pollution include  ischemic 

heart disease, stroke, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD), lung cancer and acute 
lower respiratory infections in 
children.

He emphasised Particulate 
matter, carbon monoxide, 
ozone, nitrogen dioxide, and 
sulphur dioxide are pollut-
ants of great public health 
concern. Indoor and outdoor 
air pollution are significant 
contributors to morbidity and 
death and are known to induce 
respiratory and other illnesses.

Children are most vulner-
able to the harmful conse-
quences of air pollution, says 
Dr. Anurag Mahajan, Senior 
Consultant Internal Medi-
cine and Vice Chairman of 
the Critical Care Department, 
PSRI. The likelihood of birth 
deformities, infant mortality, 
neurological problems, obesity, 
problems with lung develop-
ment, pneumonia, and asthma 
is raised as a result of these 
impacts. 

Srinagar : Crowds of 
tourists have started to 
gather in the Valley ahead 
of Christmas and New Year 
with most hotels registering 
full bookings.

All the hotels in the pop-
ular tourist destination of 
Gulmarg have been booked 
in advance.

Year 2022 has been a good 
year in terms of tourism for 
Kashmir. According to the 
official data, more than two 
million tourists visited the 
Valley till the end of No-
vember.

According to the President 
of the Travel Agents Associa-
tion of Kashmir, Farooq Ah-
mad Kathu, there has been an 
increase in the arrival of tour-
ists for the last two weeks due 
to the arrival of the Christmas 

festival and New Year. Hotels 
in Gulmarg and Pahalgam are 
100 per cent booked for Christ-
mas and New Year.

Kashmir is always teeming 
with tourists during Christmas 

and New Year and this is an 
indication that this time too a 
large number of tourists will 
visit the Valley, and hotel own-
ers are taking the opportunity 
to attract tourists. The hotel 

owners have also announced 
special packages for gala din-
ner and other entertainment.

In the last two years, all the 
activities of international tour-
ism were suspended due to the 
global pandemic of coronavi-
rus. But now all these restric-
tions have ended, due to which 
there is a wave of happiness 
among the people associated 
with tourism.

The tourism department 
of J&K government has also 
planned Christmas and New 
Year celebrations in Gulmarg 
and Pahalgam to woo tourists. 
Director Tourism Fazlul Has-
eeb said that the department 
will celebrate the winter carni-
val and New Year in Gulmarg 
and Pahalgam on December 
25. Events will also be held at 
Doodhpathri and Yusmarg.

FW Desk
New Delhi 

Indians are known for their 
spirit of celebration and their 
grandeur and panache for wed-
dings. It is a one of a kind oc-
casion for every couple looking 
to make it larger than life and a 
day to remember. As pandemic 
posed restrictions, the indus-
try transitioned into intimate 
wedding ceremonies. But the 
setback was short lived, the 
world’s largest wedding market 
bounced back in panache and is 
expected to reach $0.5 trillion 
over the next decade according 
to a report 

A new wave of ‘wedtech’ wed-
dings came into picture during 
the pandemic, revolutionizing 
the wedding planning process. 
Due to easy accessibility, wide 
selections and user friendly 

browsing, Flipkart witnessed 
a surge in wedding shoppers 
on the platform, making it the 
go-to destination for all their 
wedding needs. As the season 
of pheras and vows begins, Flip-
kart Fashion has marked an 
year-on-year increase of 31.6% 
for wedding related attire cat-
egory and an uptick of 29.3% 
growth in unit terms. The most 
preferred colors this season are 
gold, black and pink. 

To add to the ongoing festive 
cheer, Flipkart has introduced 

‘#HarOccasionKaFashion’ to 
display the great selection of-
fered on the platform at great 
value. In this campaign, pop-
ular TV celebrities like Hina 
Khan and Surbhi Jyoti can 
be seen browsing through the 
selection and adorning their 
favorite pieces from Flipkart 
Fashion in minute-long videos. 
The celebrities inspire consum-
ers to glam up for a wedding 
selfie marathon with the tagline 
“Wedding selfies for all your 
functions with all your favorite 
baratis”. 

For wedding trousseau shop-
ping, the 25-35-year-old age 
group women shoppers com-
prise the majority, scouting 
through the wide portfolio of 
products with Sequins, em-
broidery, bandhani, gota patti, 
banarasi and kanjivaram being 
the most sought after products. 

India supplies 124 SUVs 
to Sri Lanka police

New Delhi: India has 
handed over 125 SUVs, 
as part of planned sup-
ply of 500 vehicles for Sri 
Lankan law enforcement agen-
cies and armed forces under 
an on-going Line of Credit of 
US$ 100 million.

Manufactured by Mahindra 
and Mahindra Company of 
India, the fleet of vehicles were 
handed over ceremonially by 
the High Commissioner of In-
dia to Sri Lanka, Gopal Baglay 
to Public Security Minister, 
Tiran Alles on Thursday.

“These vehicles with state-
of-the-art facilities will 
help address Sri Lanka’s 
requirements and augment 
capacities across the coun-
try. India and Sri Lanka 
enjoy a multi-faceted and 
multi-sectoral partnership, “ 
Indian High Commission in 
Colombo said in a statement.

Acting in line with ‘Neigh-
bourhood First policy’, the In-
dian government has assisted 
financially troubled Sri Lanka 
in various projects under con-
cessional Lines of Credit to 
tide over the economic crisis.

The Indian Government has 
helped Sri Lanka with a mas-
sive $3.2 billion line of credit 
since January this year and 
the financial assistance had 
been extended to diverse sec-
tors including railways, infra-
structure, defence, renewable 
energy, supply of petroleum, 
fertilisers and among others.

Additionally in March 2022, 
the Indian Government also 
extended a concessional Credit 
Facility of $ 1 billion to Sri 
Lanka through the State Bank 
of India for supply of essential 
items like food, medicines, 
fuel, the High Commission 
stated.

RISE Launches one of 
India’s largest Hackathon 
RUNWAY GET SET HACK 

Kulbir Singh Kalsi

RISE, an innovative, industry-
led, tech-first ed-tech plat-
form announced the launch of 
- RUNWAY GET SET HACK 
by RISE, a 3 month long Entre-
preneurship Edition, in collabo-
ration with Viral Fission. The 
Hackathon is conceptualized for 
the student entrepreneurs of In-
dia, to showcase their unique & 
scalable tech startup ideas. The 
aim of the hackathon is to pro-
vide the young entrepreneurs 
with the right exposure to the 
field that will serve as a catalyst 
to help transform their business 
ideas into scaling start-ups.

RISE also partnered with 
prominent names in the en-
trepreneurship and academic 
industries to make this Hack-
athon a holistically experiential 
runway for the participants. The 
startup has partnered with Ma-
harashtra State Innovation So-
ciety and Andhra Pradesh State 
Council of Higher Education as 
their state partners, Moonshot 
Ventures as their capital part-
ners, Draper University as their 
academic partners and India 
Accelerator as the Knowledge 
partner. Additionally, Symbiosis 
Center for Media & Communi-
cation, MIT Innovation Hub, 
IIIT Pune, Mithibai College, 
Mumbai and TiE, Mumbai were 
their outreach partners.

Commenting on the launch 
of GET SET HACK by RISE 
V2, Gaurav Bhatia, CEO at 
RISE stated, “We are elated to 
launch the second version of 
the GET SET HACK by RISE, 
this time focused to identify 
and bring to the young student 
entrepreneurs to the highlight. 
The previous version was a mas-
sive success with more than 
22K participants making it the 
biggest cybersecurity hackathon 
of its kind in India’s history. We 
have high expectations from 
the entrepreneurship version 
as 2000 teams have enrolled 
for their participation in the 
hackathon. We look forward 
to associating with India Accel-
erator and Draper University.” 

HRtech SaaS platform 
BetterPlace raises $40 mn in 
deepening funding winter
New Delhi: In a challeng-
ing funding scenario, HRtech 
software-as-a-service (SaaS) 
platform BetterPlace on Tues-
day said it has raised $40 
million as part of Series C+ 
fundraise from several new 
investors as well as existing 
investors Jungle Ventures and 
British International Invest-
ment.

The platform said it clocked 
a five times growth in FY22 on 
an annual basis, and is eyeing 
an annual recurring revenue 
(ARR) in excess of $100 mil-
lion in FY23.

“The frontline workforce 
management market in Asia 
is a $400 billion opportunity 
and we are the only full-suite 
horizontal SaaS for enterprises 
and a platform catering to 
this segment in the region, 
“ said Pravin Agarwala, Co-
founder and Group CEO,  
BetterPlace.

Over 1, 100 large enterprises 
currently use the Cloud-based 
SaaS and its microservices 
architecture to manage over 
four million frontline workers 
monthly.

Haryana to develop five industrial 
towns to ease industry traffic at Delhi

Instacart cofounder Apoorva Mehta 
stole trade secrets, alleges lawsuit

Punjab CM visits Chennai, Hyderabad to woo 
big industrialists for investment in state

Health experts discuss lung health measures as India 
continues to have poor air quality in ASSOCHAM Webinar

Auto Expo- The Motor Show 2023 – 
‘Explore the World of Future Mobility’

Delhivery acquires Pune-based Algorhythm 
Tech to boost supply chain

Hotels in Kashmir booked in advance 
for Christmas, New Year celebrations

India opts for Ease-commerce to shop #HarOcassionKaFashion: 
Flipkart shares consumer Wedding trends
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Mumbai: Reserve Bank 
Governor Shaktikanta Das 
on Wednesday said underly-
ing economic activity in India 
continues to be strong, but 
external factors will cause 
some “dent” to the economy.

Speaking at the BFSI In-
sight Summit 2022 organ-
ised by Business Standard, 
Das said the RBI tracks 
70 fast moving indicators 
and most of them are in the 
“green box”. It is the exter-
nal sector, mired by a fear of 
recession or clear visibility 
about slowing growth in a 

large part of the world, where 
the challenges lie, he said, 
adding that the impact of 
external demand will “dent” 
the economy.

New Delhi: As millions 
of investors face uncertainty 
in global crypto meltdown, 
the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) Governor Shaktikanta 
Das said on Wednesday that 
the next financial crisis will 
come from crypto collapse 
if private digital coins are 
allowed to grow.

Addressing a group of 
banking sector leaders and 
lawmakers, Das emphasised 
that cryptocurrencies have no 
“underlying value” and pose 
great risks for global macro-
economic and financial sta-
bility. “After the development 
of the last one year, including 
the latest episode surrounding 
FTX, I don’t think we need to 
say anything more, “ Das said.

“Crypto or private crypto-
currency is a fashionable way 
of describing what is other-

wise a 100 per cent specu-
lative activity, “ he added. 
After the collapse of crypto 
exchange FTX, US authori-
ties have arrested its former 
CEO San Bankman-Fried in 
the Bahamas and officially 
charged him with defrauding 
equity investors.

According to the US Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) complaint, since 2019, 
FTX raised more than $1.8 
billion from equity investors, 
including approximately $1.1 
billion from approximately 90 
US-based investors.

The RBI last month kick-
started a pilot project to launch 
its own digital rupee in the 
wholesale segment and sub-
sequently plans to roll out an-
other one in the retail segment 
within a month, with an aim 
to enhance financial inclusion 

and move towards a less cash 
economy with its central bank 

digital currency (CBDC).
The CBDCs can boost in-

novation in cross-border pay-
ments, making these transac-
tions instantaneous and help 
overcome key challenges relat-
ing to time zone, exchange rate 
differences as well as legal and 
regulatory requirements across 
jurisdictions. Additionally, the 
interoperability of the CBDCs 
presents means to mitigate 
cross-border and cross-cur-
rency risks and frictions while 
reinforcing the role of central 
bank money as an anchor for 
the payment system.

Therefore, the potential 
use of the CBDC in alleviat-
ing challenges in cross-border 
payment is one of the major 
motivations for exploring 
its issuance. Meanwhile, the 
government’s bill that seeks 
to prohibit all private crypto-
currencies in India is yet to be 
tabled in Parliament.

Private cryptos will trigger next financial 
crisis if allowed to grow: RBI Governor

Underlying economic activity continues to be 
strong, but external sector to dent growth: RBI 

London: The Bank of Eng-
land on Tuesday unveiled the 
design of banknotes featuring 
King Charles III.

In a statement, the central 
bank said the portrait of the 
King will appear on existing 
designs of all four polymer 
banknotes (5, 10, 20 and 50 
pounds), with no other chang-
es to the existing designs. The 
King’s image will appear on the 
front of the banknotes, as well 
as in cameo in the see-through 
security window. The new notes 
are expected to enter circula-
tion by mid-2024. All polymer 
banknotes carrying a portrait 
of the late Queen Elizabeth II 
remain legal tender, and the 
public can continue to use these 
as normal, the statement said.

“In line with guidance from 
the Royal Household, to mi-
nimise the environmental and 
financial impact of this change, 
new notes will only be printed 

to replace worn banknotes and 
to meet any overall increase in 
demand for banknotes. “Notes 
featuring Queen Elizabeth II 
and King Charles III will there-
fore co-circulate, “ it added.

Speaking ahead of the re-
lease, Bank of England Gov-
ernor Andrew Bailey said: “I 
am very proud that the Bank is 
releasing the design of our new 
banknotes which will carry a 
portrait of King Charles III. This 

is a significant moment, as the 
King is only the second monarch 
to feature on our banknotes. 
People will be able to use these 
new notes as they start to enter 
circulation in 2024.”

Queen Elizabeth was the first 
and only monarch to appear on 
circulating Bank of England 
banknotes, starting in 1960.

Notes issued by Scottish and 
Northern Irish banks do not 
depict the monarch.

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
New Delhi 

Punjab National Bank, nation’s 
leading public sector bank, re-
vamped its President’s Estate 
branch situated within the 
premises of Rashtrapati Bha-
wan. The branch was inaugu-
rated by Hon’ble President of 
India, Droupadi Murmu in the 
august presence of Union Min-
ister of Finance and Corporate 
Affairs,  Nirmala Sitharaman.

Minister of State for Finance, 
Dr. Bhagwat Kishanrao Karad; 
Secretary of DFS, Vivek Joshi; 
Joint Secretary DFS & PNB’s 
Nominee Director, Pankaj 
Sharma and MD & CEO of 
PNB, Atul Kumar Goel were 
also present on the occasion.

Hon’ble President of India, 
Droupadi Murmu expressed, “It 

gives me pleasure to inaugurate 
renovated building of the Presi-
dent’s Estate branch of Punjab 
National Bank which has a rich 
history. I hope that this branch 
will adequately serve the banking 
needs of people. I wish this branch 
success in its future endeavors.”

PNB assures one of the best 

banking service delivery, infra-
structure, and a strong branch 
network of 10,000 plus in the 
country, enabling seamless cus-
tomer service and ready access 
to a diverse range of tailor-made 
financial products to more than 
18 crores customers across the 
country.

New Delhi: Five Indian 
men and a woman have been 
charged in connection with a 
transnational technical support 
scam that targeted more than 
20, 000 victims, many of them 
elderly, in the US and Canada.

Gagan Lamba, 41, and Har-
shad Madaan, 34, from New 
Delhi; Jayant Bhatia, 33, from 
Ontario, Canada, and Vikash 
Gupta, 33, from Faridabad, 
were charged with conspiracy 
to commit wire fraud, computer 
fraud, and substantive violations 
of wire fraud and computer 
fraud, US Attorney Philip R 
Sellinger said.

Lamba, Madaan, Bhatia, and 
a fifth defendant, Kulwinder 
Singh, 34, of Richmond Hill, 
New York, are also charged with 
conspiracy to commit money 
laundering, money launder-
ing, and engaging in monetary 
transactions in property derived 
from specified unlawful activity.

Bhatia has been charged 
with offences related to his 
participation in a high-tech 
fraud scheme.

The sixth defendant, Meghna 
Kumar, 50, of Edison, New Jer-

sey, pleaded guilty last week to 
information charging her with 
engaging in monetary transac-
tions in property derived from 
specified unlawful activity, 
based on her role in the scheme.

“As alleged in the indictment, 
the defendants are charged 
with using access to personal 
computers to run a high-tech 
extortion scheme on a global 
scale, “ the US Attorney said in 
a Department of Justice state-
ment.

Sellinger said that the scam-
sters frequently targeted senior 
citizens and scared them into 
paying for unnecessary and use-
less computer repair services.

According to documents 
filed in this case and state-
ments made in the court, the 
defendants and others were 
members of a criminal fraud 
ring that operated a technical 
support fraud scheme in the 
US, India, and Canada from 
2012 through November 2022.

The scheme targeted victims 
across the US and Canada, in-
cluding New Jersey, many of 
whom were elderly, the press 
statement read.

T h e 
primary 
objective 
was to 
trick vic-
tims into 
believing 
that their 
personal 
comput-
ers were 
infected with a virus or malware 
and then convince the victims 
to pay hundreds or thousands 
of dollars to the fraud ring for 
phony computer repair services.

Over the course of the con-
spiracy, the fraud ring gener-
ated more than $10 million in 
proceeds from at least 20, 000 
victims.

The fraud ring caused fraudu-
lent pop-up windows to appear 
on victims’ personal computers. 
The pop-ups were designed, at 
times, to “freeze” the victims’ 
computers, which prevented the 
victims from using or accessing 
files on their computers.

The pop-ups also claimed, 
falsely, that the victims’ comput-
ers were infected with a virus, 
or otherwise compromised, and 

directed 
the vic-
t i m s 
to call 
a tele-
phone 
n u m -
ber to 
receive 
techni-
cal sup-

port. Sometimes the pop-ups 
warned victims to not shut down 
their computers.

In reality, the pop-ups were 
a hoax, designed to trick the 
victims into believing that their 
computers were infected with vi-
ruses that did not actually exist.

Victims who called the tech-
nical support phone numbers 
appearing on the pop-ups were 
connected to one or more call 
centres in India associated with 
the fraud ring.

Fraud ring members at the 
call centres falsely repeated that 
the victims’ computers were 
infected with viruses and of-
fered to fix the purported issue 
for a fee.

The fraud ring members 
would then request permission 

to remotely access the victims’ 
computers. Once granted ac-
cess, fraud ring members would, 
at times, download and run a 
freely available adblocker tool, 
advise the victim that the “issue” 
had been resolved, and then 
leave a text file on the desktop 
of the computer with payment 
instructions.

Victims were instructed to 
pay the fraud ring in amounts 
ranging from hundreds to thou-
sands of dollars. This was done 
either by electronically scanning 
checks made payable to one of 
several shell companies set up 
by the fraud ring, or by sending, 
via FedEx, physical checks to 
addresses maintained by Singh 
and Kumar in New Jersey.

The Indian authorities had 
arrested Madaan on December 
14, and Gupta a day after on lo-
cal charges for their involvement 
in the tech support scheme.

While Lamba remains at 
large, Bhatia was arrested by 
Canadian authorities pursuant 
to a provisional arrest request 
from the United States, the 
Department of Justice release 
noted.

Mumbai:   Reliance Jio 
Thursday completed the ac-
quisition of Reliance Commu-
nication Ltd.’s (RCOM) tower 
and fiber assets by paying Rs 
3,720 crore to the lenders.

According to sources, the 
company has deposited Rs 
3,720 crore in the escrow ac-
count of the State Bank of 
India (SBI).

In November, the Nation-
al Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) had given its approval 
to Jio for the acquisition of 
Reliance Infratel (RITL), an 
RCOM subsidiary that houses 
the tower and fibre assets.

The tribunal had allowed 
Jio to deposit Rs 3, 720 crore 
in the escrow account of SBI.

On November 6, Jio moved a 
petition in the NCLT Mumbai 

proposing to deposit Rs 3, 720 
crore in an escrow account of 
SBI to complete the acquisition 
of Reliance Infratel. In Novem-
ber 2019, Jio had placed a bid 
of Rs 3,720 crore to acquire the 
tower and fibre asset of RCOM.

The Committee of Creditors 
has already approved the reso-

lution plan by Jio on March 4, 
2020, with a 100 per cent vote, 
but the acquisition process could 
not reach finality due to the 
differences between the lenders 
over the distribution of funds.

According to an application 
moved by Reliance Projects and 
Property Management Services, 

a subsidiary of Jio, the company 
had said that due to the pen-
dency of the proceedings over 
the distribution of the amount 
and issuance of the ‘no dues’ 
certificate, implementation of 
the resolution plan is delayed.

The petition said, “Such delay 
is causing severe harm to the in-
terest of the corporate debtor as 
well as the resolution applicant, 
and such delay will deteriorate 
the value of assets.”

RITL has fibre assets of 
around 1.78 lakh route kilome-
ters and 43, 540 mobile towers 
across the country.

According to the NCLT order, 
the funds will be distributed 
amongst the lenders once the 
inter-creditor dispute over the 
distribution of resolution funds 
is settled.

Gold declines Rs 
372; silver flat at 
Rs 69,273 per kg

New Delhi:  Gold prices 
declined by Rs 372 to Rs 
54,853 per 10 grams in the 
national capital on Friday 
amid weak trends in precious 
metal in global markets, ac-
cording to HDFC Securities. 
The precious metal had end-
ed at Rs 55,225 per 10 grams 
in the previous trade. Silver 
climbed marginally by Rs 15 
to Rs 69,273 per kilogram 
from Rs 69,258 per kilogram 
in the previous trade.

Gold and silver prices in the 
US on Tuesday rose by more 
than 1 %, fuelling expectations 
of a sharp rise in their prices 
in India.

Gold prices in the US bul-
lion market rose to $1, 823, 
up by 1.73 per cent and silver 
prices rose to $24.09, up by 
1.03 per cent over previous 
close, mainly due to long term 
speculations over rate hikes by 
US Federal Reserve.

The US Federal Reserve is 
expected to announce another 
round of hikes in its first meet-
ing in the new year, scheduled 
for February 1, 2023.

Rise in prices of yellow met-
al and silver in global markets 
are likely to impact domestic 
prices and they may see a rise 
in India.

Any global movement in the 
price of gold affects the price 
of the yellow metal in India.

This mainly derives from 
the fact that India is one of 
the largest importers of gold 
and as such when the import 
prices change due to global 

movement in price, the same 
is subsequently reflected in the 
prices of gold at home.

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh

To create awareness among 
internet users about cyber 
frauds and online crimes 
and to protect them from 
such incidents, a program 

was organized under the ae-
gis of Union Bank of India’s 
Zonal Office at Hotel Shivalik 
View on the occasion of Cyber 
Awareness Day. Superinten-
dent of Police (Cyber Crime)  
Ketan Bansal was present as 
the chief guest.

Ketan Bansal gave detailed 
information about the steps 
taken by the Police Depart-
ment in this direction. He said 
that many cyber gangs have 
been exposed and action has 
been taken against them. He 
talked about taking necessary 
precautions, so that cyber 
criminals do not succeed in 
cheating and the hard-earned 
money of the general public 
remains safe.

The program was presided 
over by  Arun Kumar, Area 
General Manager, Union Bank 
of India. He said that several 
measures have been taken by 
the bank to prevent such cyber 
crimes.

Apart from the employees 
of Union Bank of India, many 
professionals and police of-
ficers also participated in the 
programme. Deputy Zonal 
Head of Union Bank of India 
Navneet Gupta, Chandigarh 
Region Head H K Das, Zonal 
Audit Chief Sanjeev Verma 
were also present in the pro-
gramme.

Apollo LogiSolutions 
divests KIFTPL for  
Rs 156 crore

New Delhi:  Apollo Lo-
giSolutions on Friday said it 
has divested Kashipur Infra-
structure and Freight Terminal 
Pvt Ltd (KIFTPL) to Gateway 
Distriparks for Rs 156 crore.

The move is part of a strat-
egy to add significant strength 
and boost market share in con-
tract logistics. KIFTPL was 
a non-core, standalone asset 
which did not form part of 
the company’s future strategic 
roadmap, Apollo LogiSolu-
tions said in a statement.

“The long-term business 
strategy is to focus on assets 
and capabilities that will en-
able us to unlock the next big 
wave of business growth,” 
Apollo LogiSolutions Chair-
man and Managing Director 
Raaja Kanwar said.

Retail industry sees 19 
pc rise in sales during 
Apr-Nov 2022: Report
New Delhi:  India’s retail 
industry saw a 19 %  rise in 
sales over pre-pandemic levels 
during the April-November 
2022 period riding on the 
back of strong performance 
of segments such as quick ser-
vice restaurant and footwear, 
Retailers Association of India 
(RAI) said on Friday.

Region wise, the eastern part 
clocked the highest growth at 
21 per cent as compared to the 
same period in 2019, RAI said 
in a statement.

North India followed with 
a 19 %  growth while both 
western and southern parts 
witnessed an 18 per cent rise 
each, it added.

Air passengers will 
get compensation for 
involuntary downgrade 
of booked tickets

New Delhi:  Passengers will 
soon be compensated for any 
involuntary downgrade of their 
tickets for a particular class 
by an airline, with aviation 
regulator DGCA preparing to 
put in place new norms.

Once the norms come into 
force, the airline concerned 
will have to refund the full 
value of such tickets, includ-
ing taxes, and also the affected 
passenger will be flown free of 
cost in the next available class, 
according to DGCA.

Against the backdrop of 
complaints from air travel-
lers about their tickets booked 
for a particular class being 
downgraded by airlines, the 
Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) is now in 
the process of amending the 
existing regulations to address 
passenger grievance.

Mumbai:  Culinary Brands 
(CB), part of Everstone Group, 
signed an exclusive license for 
the premium Lavazza brand in 
India. CB also acquired from 
Lavazza Group a significant ma-
jority stake in Fresh and Honest 
Café Limited (F&H), the owners 
of the manufacturing facility in 
Sri City, Andhra Pradesh (with 
a capacity of 9,000 tons per an-
num) and of the affordable ‹Fresh 
and Honest› coffee brand.

CB is the exclusive Master 
Franchisee of Subway in India, 
Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. This 
partnership was a significant step 
in Subway›s transformation jour-
ney and expansion plans globally. 
Under this exclusive agreement, 
CB will triple Subway stores in 
India over 10 years.

Dev Amritesh, CEO of Culi-
nary Brands commented, “After 
acquiring the exclusive master 
franchisee rights for Subway, 
we are very proud and excited 
to acquire F&H. F&H owns the 
affordable Fresh and Honest cof-
fee brand and has the exclusive 
rights for the premium Lavazza 
brand. Leveraging these strong 
brands, F&H›s manufacturing 
capability, and our strong lead-
ership team with experience of 
building large F&B businesses 
in India, we look forward to 
making Lavazza and Fresh and 
Honest the beverage of choice 
for Indians through distribution, 
product leadership, partnerships 
and enhanced presence across 
channels and consumption op-
portunities.”

Dev Amritesh joined Culinary 
Brands earlier this year, from 
Compass Group in India, part 

of Compass PLC, where he was 
the Managing Director - India. 
Prior to this, Dev worked with 
leading consumer companies in-
cluding Whirlpool, Cadbury, and 
Jubilant FoodWorks Ltd. (JFL). 
In his last role at JFL, Dev was 
the President and Chief Business 
officer of Domino›s Pizza India 
and Sri Lanka.

«Lavazza Group has been 
operating in India for the last 
15 years. We believe that such 
credible and solid local partner 
will ensure the achievement of 
the full potential and that Lavazza 
brand will have an even stronger 
growth and positioning in the 
future as India grows its con-
sumption of coffee,» said Antonio 
Baravalle, CEO of Lavazza Group. 
In the transaction, Lavazza was 
assisted by BDA Partners, Desai 
& Diwanji and Deloitte India.

Culinary Brands, part of the 
Everstone Group, is a F&B plat-
form to transform and scale mass 
and mass-premium global brands 
in India and the sub-continent. It 
owns the exclusive master franchi-
see rights for Subway (the largest 
QSR brand globally) in India, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and other 
counties. Culinary Brands also 
owns exclusive rights to Lavazza 
brand in India and owns the Fresh 
& Honest coffee brand. Lavazza, 
founded in Turin in 1895, has 
been owned by the Lavazza family 
for four generations. Today the 
Group is one of the leading players 
on the global coffee scene, with 
turnover of over € 2.3 billion and 
a portfolio of top brands that lead 
their respective markets, such as 
Lavazza, Carte Noire, Merrild and 
Kicking Horse. 

Bank of England unveils design 
of King Charles banknotes

Jio completes acquisition of Reliance 
Infratel, pays Rs 3,720 cr to lenders

Culinary Brands 
partners exclusively 
with Lavazza in India
Second such exclusive partnership by Culinary 
Brands for India in the F&B space, after taking 
exclusive master franchise rights for Subway

President of India, Droupadi  Murmu Inaugurates 
PNB’s revamped branch at President’s Estate

Gold, silver prices 
rise in United States 

Union Bank of India celebrated 
Cyber Awareness Day

Six Indians charged in multimillion-dollar tech scam in US, Canada
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New Delhi: The Dushanbe-
Chortut Highway Project being 
undertaken by India in Tajiki-
stan is nearing completion, the 
government informed Parlia-
ment on Thursday.

India’s Border Roads Or-
ganisation (BRO) is construct-
ing the 4.44 km eight-lane 
(two-way) highway, which will 
decongest the country’s capi-
tal, under the USD 20 million 
grant announced during the 
state visit of the President of 
India to Tajikistan in October 
2018.

“The project has achieved 
90.57 per cent physical prog-
ress as on 12th December 
2022, “ Minister of State for 
External Affairs V Muraleed-
haran told Rajya Sabha in re-
ply to a question on India’s 
development cooperation with 
Central Asian countries.

In March 2021, immediately 

after the touchdown in the 
Tajikistan capital, External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
visited the Dushanbe-Chortut 
Highway Project site to take 
stock of the construction prog-
ress. A few months later, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh 

also visited the BRO project 
site while on a three-day visit 
to Tajikistan. In Parliament 
on Thursday, Muraleedharan 
spotlighted that the Narendra 
Modi government is support-
ing infrastructure development 
projects in various Central 

Asian countries.
“The nature of our develop-

ment partnership and econom-
ic cooperation are not compa-
rable with any country in the 
region. India’s investments 
and development projects are 
based on the development pri-
orities of a recipient country 
and these stand firmly on their 
own merits, “ he stated.

In Uzbekistan, for instance, 
the Indian government-sup-
ported Line of Credit of USD 
448 million for social infra-
structure and other develop-
ment projects, is helping in 
equipping secondary schools 
in Syrdarya region with com-
puters and in the creation and 
getting equipment for a new 
reference laboratory at the Re-
publican Scientific Specialized 
Allergological Centre.

India is also committed to 
a strong development part-

nership with strategic partner 
Uzbekistan, having assigned 
a Line of Credit of US$ 40 
million for the procurement of 
defence equipment from India.

Last year, during his visit 
to Bishkek, EAM Jaishankar 
announced a USD 200 million 
Line of Credit to the govern-
ment of Kyrgyzstan taking the 
historical and civilisational 
bond shared by the two coun-
tries to a new height.

India is providing similar 
LoCs to other Central Asian 
countries, including Kazakh-
stan and Turkmenistan. New 
Delhi is also batting exten-
sively for improving the land-
locked region’s connectivity 
with the outside world through 
the Chabahar port in Iran 
and integrating it within the 
framework of the International 
North-South Transport Cor-
ridor (INSTC).

Washington:  The num-
ber of Covid-19 cases reg-
istered in the US since the 
start of the pandemic in early 
2020 exceeded a staggering 
100 million, Johns Hopkins 
University has said, amid a 
sharp spike in caseloads glob-
ally and the WHO making a 
strong pitch for vaccination. 
Japan, the US, the Republic 
of Korea, Brazil and China 
have witnessed a sudden 
spike in coronavirus cases 
over the last week. US-based 
Johns Hopkins University 
in its latest update said that 
100,003,837 coronavirus 
cases were reported in the 
country so far. The virus 
has also claimed the lives of 
1,088,236 people in the US, 
it added. Meanwhile, close 
to 8,000 and 10,000 people 
die of COVID-19 every week, 

said Maria Van Kerkhove, 
an infectious disease epide-
miologist who serves as the 
technical lead for the CO-
VID-19 response team at the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO). She told ‘Science in 
5’ that the WHO target of 
vaccinating 70 per cent of 
the population in every coun-
try has not been achieved so 

far. Vaccination against CO-
VID-19 was “fundamental,” 
she said. According to health 
officials in China, Chinese 
cities are currently hit by the 
highly transmissible Omi-
cron strains, mainly BA.5.2 
and BF.7.

The novel coronavirus first 
emerged in the Chinese city 
of Wuhan in December 2019.

New York:  More than 24 
million students in the US can 
now learn about Sikhs with two 
more states voting in favour of 
new social studies standards 
that will include Sikhi, or Sikh 
faith, in their school curriculum 
for the first time ever.

Utah and Mississippi became 
the 15th and 16th states in the 
US recently to include infor-
mation about Sikhism, Sikh 
practices, and traditions in their 
social studies syllabi.

These new standards will 
give 606, 000 students in Utah 
and approximately 457, 000 
students in Mississippi the op-
portunity to learn about the Sikh 
community.

“Thanks to these new edu-
cational standards, students 

across our state can learn about 
Sikhism -- which means safer 
schools for my children in Utah, 
and better cultural education 
for all, “ said Manjit Singh, a 
resident of Salt Lake City.

Sikhism is the fifth largest 
religion in the world and the 

community has contributed to 
American society for over 125 
years in the fields of civil rights, 
politics, agriculture, engineer-
ing, and medicine.

In spite of that, Sikhs and 
their social and historical contri-
butions are largely absent from 

the state educational standards 
and their associated materials, a 
Sikh Coalition statement noted.

“These new standards provide 
our growing Sikh community in 
Mississippi with an opportunity 
to educate our neighbours about 
the Sikh faith and better protect 
and recognise Sikh students in 
the state, “ said Sikh community 
member Amrik Singh of Jack-
son. According to Sikh students 
who continue to face bullying 
because of their religion and 
articles of faith, the move is one 
of the best ways to educate their 
teachers and classmates about 
the religion in an accurate and 
constitutional way.

The move came after Sikh 
Coalition made the initial re-
quest for Sikhi to be included in 

the new standards at the State 
Board of Education Meeting in 
January this year.

“Inclusive and accurate stan-
dards are an important first step 
to combat bigotry and to reduce 
bullying, and they benefit all 
students by increasing baseline 
cultural competency and de-
creasing ignorance, “ Harman 
Singh, Sikh Coalition Senior 
Education Manager, said in a 
statement. Local adoption and 
implementation of the more 
inclusive standards will begin in 
the months and years to follow, 
a Sikh Coalition press note said.

The Sikh Coalition stated that 
it will continue to work closely 
with the Utah and Mississippi 
Department of Education dur-
ing the process.

Chinese aggression 
another reason to 
strengthen India-US 
ties: US lawmakers

Washington:  The latest 
Chinese aggression against 
India is yet another reminder 
of strong India-US ties, top 
American lawmakers have said.

“China’s most recent aggres-
sion in Arunachal Pradesh is 
yet another reminder of why a 
strong security partnership with 
India is crucial to the national 
security of the United States 
and our allies,” India Caucus 
Co-Chairs said in a statement.

“This event marks yet another 
threat of the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) to the Indian 
territory, including China’s 
premeditated aggression on 
the Line of Actual Control in 
2020 which saw the death of ap-
proximately 20 Indian troops,” 
the co-chairs said.

Nepal PM Deuba elected 
leader of Nepali Congress 
parliamentary party

Kathmandu:  Nepal Prime 
Minister and the Nepali Con-
gress President Sher Bahadur 
Deuba was elected the parlia-
mentary party (PP) leader on 
Wednesday, overpowering his 
nearest challenger, party Gen-
eral Secretary Gagan Kumar 
Thapa by 39 votes, officials said. 
Deuba, 76, secured 64 votes, 
while Thapa, 45, could muster 
only 25 votes, they said. All 89 
lawmakers of the party par-
ticipated in the voting. The win 
means that Deuba will possibly 
lead the next government after 
the Nepali Congress emerged 
as the single-largest party in 
the general elections held on 
November 20. 

Toronto:  Canada has processed a record 4.8 million im-
migration applications till the end of November, the Immigra-
tion Department said, nearly twice the 2.5 million processed 
during the same period last year.

“Immigration is critical to Canada’s economy and our com-
munities. Newcomers helped build our country, were on the 
front lines as we battled 
the pandemic, and remain 
key to our success,” the 
Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada 
(IRCC) said in a press 
release on Monday.

“Our government has 
reduced its pandemic 
backlogs by nearly half a 
million, while also processing a record-breaking number of 
immigration applications this year,” Minister of Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship, Sean Fraser, was quoted as saying.

Washington: United 
States has strongly con-
demned the Taliban’s 
“indefensible decision” to 
ban women from universi-
ties and keep secondary 
schools closed to girls, with 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken warning that this 
decision will come with 
“consequences” for the 
hardline Islamist regime in 
Afghanistan. The Taliban 
rulers on Tuesday banned 
university education for 
women nationwide, as they 
took decisive steps to crush 
their right to education 
and freedom. It was a far 
cry from their promise of 
a softer rule when they 
seized power last year, 
with the Taliban regime 
strongly implementing 
their strict interpretation 
of the Islamic law, or Shar-
ia. “You all are informed 
to immediately implement 
the mentioned order of 
suspending education of 
females until further no-
tice,” according to a letter 
issued to all government 
and private universities, 
signed by Minister for 
Higher Education Neda 
Mohammad Nadeem. 
“The US condemns in 
the strongest terms the 
Taliban’s indefensible 
decision to ban women 
from universities, keep 
secondary schools closed 
to girls, and continue to 
impose other restrictions 
on the ability of women 
and girls in Afghanistan 
to exercise their human 
rights and fundamental 
freedoms,” Blinken said on 
Tuesday. The ban comes 
barely three months after 
scores of female students 
took university entrance 
exams across the country. 
“Education is a human 

right. It is also essential to 
Afghanistan’s economic 
growth and stability. The 
Taliban cannot expect to 
be a legitimate member of 
the international commu-
nity until they respect the 
rights of all in Afghanistan. 
This decision will come 
with consequences for the 
Taliban,” Blinken warned. 
The move is almost certain 
to hurt efforts by the 
Taliban to win recognition 
from potential interna-
tional donors at a time 
when the country is mired 
in a worsening humanitar-
ian crisis.

“No other country in 
the world bars women 
and girls from receiving 
an education,” Blinken 
noted. Afghanistan is 
already losing more than 
USD 1 billion per year in 
contributions that women 
could be making to the 
economy. No country can 
thrive when half of its 
population is held back, he 
explained. “The Taliban’s 
latest announcement 
means that women and 
girls will continue to face 
enormous difficulties seek-
ing employment to feed 
their families,” he said. 
The ban notwithstand-
ing, Blinken added that 
Washington will continue 
to provide robust support 
to the Afghans, including 
women and girls, seek to 
meet their humanitar-
ian needs, and organise 
with allies to collectively 
advocate for their rights. 
The Taliban were ousted in 
2001 by a US-led coalition 
for harbouring Al-Qaeda 
leader Osama bin Laden. 
They, however, returned to 
power following America’s 
chaotic departure from the 
country in August 2021.

US condemns Taliban 
restrictions on 
women’s education

Washington:  The Unit-
ed States has condemned the 
recent decision of the Taliban 
with regard to imposing restric-
tions on education of women 
in Afghanistan. “The United 
States condemns the Taliban’s 
indefensible decision to prevent 
Afghan women from receiving a 
university-level education,” White 
House NSC spokesperson Adri-
enne Watson said on Tuesday. 
“This deplorable decision is the 
latest effort by Taliban leadership 
to impose additional restrictions 
on women and girls in Afghani-
stan and prevent them from ex-
ercising their human rights and 
fundamental freedoms,” she said.

UN Women Executive Direc-
tor Sima Bahous has called 
for the restoration of Afghan 
women’s right to higher edu-
cation after the Taliban-run 
administration banned female 
students from university.

“It is as short-sighted as it 
is appalling, “ she said.

Bahous called on the Tal-
iban-run administration to 
immediately restore the full 
rights of women and girls, 
which include the right to 
education, as well as to work 
and to participate in public life, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

Women have always played 
a key role in shaping Afghani-
stan’s development, and in 
supporting its peace, security 
and resilience, said Bahous, 
adding that to end women’s 
higher education is to ignore 
their historical contributions 
and sever them from their fu-
ture potential and the potential 
of their country.

As UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres stated, the 
denial of education violates 
the equal rights of women 
and girls and will have a dev-
astating impact on Afghani-
stan’s future. It condemns the 
country to further economic 
hardship, suffering and inter-
national isolation, said Bahous.

Without education, a gen-
eration of Afghan women and 
girls will not have the skills 
they need to fully contribute 
to the development of their 
country. Without education, 
their pathways to participa-
tion and leadership are fur-
ther constrained, leaving them 
vulnerable to discrimination 
and gender-based violence, 
she added.

On Tuesday, the Taliban 
regime’s Education Ministry 
said the decision, which will 
further restrict women’s access 
to formal education, was taken 
at a cabinet meeting and the 
indefinite ban would go into 
effect immediately.

After the country fell to 
the Taliban in August 2021, 
universities had introduced 
gender segregated classrooms 
and entrances.

Female students could only 
be taught by women professors 
or old men. 

MAJURO, Marshall Is-
lands:  In a world-first, 
the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands (RMI) announced to-
day that the government has 
passed into law the Decen-
tralized Autonomous Orga-
nizations Act of 2022, which 
legally recognizes DAOs and 
enables legal entities regis-
tered in the country to formally 
adopt DAO structures and gov-
ernance tools. This develop-
ment marks the furthest any 
country has gone in legalizing 
and encouraging the growth 
of decentralized entities and 
their associated elements, rep-
resenting a unique opportunity 
for MIDAO’s facilitation of 
DAO Registry Process in the 
Marshall Islands.

The historic announcement 
comes amid growing calls for 

governments to introduce 
more regulatory oversight 
and scrutiny of blockchain and 
cryptocurrency. Following the 
collapse of the FTX centralized 
crypto exchange, many govern-
ments have announced plans 
for new legislation and beefed 
up enforcement from financial 
watchdog institutions. The 
government of the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands rec-
ognizes that a ‘one-size-fits-
all’ approach will not work in 
this sector, and recognizes the 
benefits that decentralization 
can bring to its economy. 

“The Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands is proud to be at 
the forefront of tech jurispru-
dence and compliance globally. 
With this adoption of the DAO 
Act of 2022, The Marshall Is-
lands commits its courts and 

its resources to the burgeoning 
world of decentralization, and 
recognizes the unique place 
that decentralized autonomous 
organizations can hold not just 
in the blockchain space, but in 
the broader economy as well. 
We believe that our island na-
tion is well-suited based on our 
history of shipping registration 
and compliance to take this 
step forward and offer DAOs 
a place to domicile easily, ef-
ficiently, and in a cost-effective 
manner,” said RMI Finance 
Minister Bransen Wase.

“We are in the midst of the 
blockchain revolution, and 
people all over the world are 
exploring new ways to organize 
and make decisions in a more 
efficient and egalitarian man-
ner. Decentralized autono-
mous organizations present 

an enormous opportunity for 
people to organize in a more 
efficient and less hierarchical 
manner. We in the Marshall 
Islands recognize this unique 
moment to lead in this criti-
cal space,” said Bobby Muller, 
former RMI Chief Secretary, 
and President and Co-Founder 
of MIDAO.

The Decentralized Auton-
omous Organization Act of 
2022 in the RMI legally ac-
complishes: 
 � Allows DAOs to incorpo-

rate under the interna-
tionally recognized LLC 
structure, so long as they 
identify as a DAO LLC;

 � Allows for-profit DAOs 
and not-for-profit DAOs 
to register;

 � Recognizes DAO gover-
nance, voting processes, 

and framework, including 
tokenization;

 � Creates an investment fund 
for the government of RMI 
to continue education and 
training around DAOs and 
how to integrate them fur-
ther into the economy;

 � Provides definitions and 
regulations for DAO for-
mation, agreements, and 
use of smart contracts.

 � In an effort to attract DAOs 
and Web3 pioneers, this 
newly passed legislation 
establishes a DAO registry 
process, to be facilitated by 
MIDAO, a local company 
with the expertise to attract 
and explain why the RMI 
legal system is more ben-
eficial to DAO structures 
than other jurisdictions in 
the world. 

Finland’s Ministry of Finance 
has marked down its economic 
prognosis for 2023. It now pre-
dicts a 0.2 per cent GDP decline. 
Back in September, it projected 
growth of 0.5 per cent.

“It is difficult to see a path 
on which growth does not slow 
in Finland. The risk of a reces-
sion is clear, but an even greater 
risk is remaining locked in old 
structures and the resulting 
underutilisation of resources, 
“ Mikko Spolander, Director 
of the Ministry’s Stability Unit, 
said on Tuesday.

Finland’s GDP is expected to 
grow by 1.9 per cent in 2022, 
decrease by 0.2 per cent in 2023 
and increase again by 1.2 and 1.4 
per cent in 2024 and 2025, re-
spectively, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The country’s GDP began a 
slight decline in autumn, and 
weak economic performance 
is expected to continue over the 
winter, the Ministry said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

A broad rise in prices has cut 
households’ purchasing power 
as incomes have not kept pace 
with prices. However, inflation 
will slow in 2023 and income 
growth will accelerate. The 
economy will recover in 2024 
but will not return to the growth 

track that was previously fore-
cast due to the conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine, it added.

According to the Ministry, 
the economic situation in the 
eurozone is very similar to that 
in Finland. However, most eu-
rozone countries are suffering 
from the energy crisis more than 
Finland because natural gas 
plays a much greater role in 
their energy production.

Despite the slowdown in 
economic growth, the growth 
in world trade has been brisk 
and will accelerate after 2023. 
Finland’s exports will also ben-
efit from this growth. However, 
the loss of Russian markets will 
leave a permanent gap in ex-
ports.

The employment rate is at a 
record high at the end of 2022. 
The number of job vacancies 

is also quite high. In 2023, the 
number of employed people 
will decrease by about 12, 000, 
and the unemployment rate will 
rise to 7 per cent. Despite the 
slump, the employment rate 
will remain strong and begin 
to grow again in 2024, it said.

The forecast assumes that 
economic sanctions and the 
effects of the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict will remain similar, the 
Ministry said. New develop-
ments in Ukraine may cause 
significant and rapidly spread-
ing effects on the economy. 
Should this occur, economic 
employment growth would 
be weaker than estimated. 
On the other hand, the end 
of the conflict and the start 
of reconstruction would have 
significant positive effects on 
the economy.

India becomes a key player in Central 
Asia riding on infra projects

Covid-19 cases in the US 
surpass 100 million: Johns 
Hopkins University

Now Sikhism to be part of school curriculum in two US states

MIDAO awarded Facilitation of DAO Registry 
Process by government of Marshall Islands
Pacific island nation passes into law the Decentralized Autonomous Organization Act of 2022, legally recognizing DAOs as domestic limited 
liability companies under the country’s existing laws, underscoring investment and exploration into decentralized ledger technologies

UN calls for restoration of university 
rights for Afghan women Finland cuts GDP growth forecasts 

for 2023, signalling recession

Record 4.8 mn immigration applications 
processed by Canada in 2022 

Taliban regime’s decision to ban 
women from university education 
in Afghanistan will come with 
‘consequences’: Blinken
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HigHligHt of tHe week1    no one can stop nation whose youth 

works with spirit of nation first: pm at 

ncc rally2  ’unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets 

aside suspension of 12 Bjp mlas from 

maha assembly3   omicron not result of recombination 

between previous variants:  
study

New Delhi: prime Minis-

ter narendra Modi on thurs-

day proposed elevating ties 

with central asia to an un-

precedented new level, guid-

ed by an “ambitious vision” 

shared by india and the five 

post-soviet republics.”our 

cooperation has achieved 

many successes over the past 

three decades. and now, at 

this crucial juncture, let us 

define an ambitious vision 

for the coming years as well,” 

pM Modi said in the first 

india-central asia summit 

held in a virtual format.
the prime Minister stressed 

the region’s security and pros-

perity can be guaranteed only 

if the india and central asian 

countries firmly bond. pM 

Modi wanted to “make it clear 

that mutual cooperation be-

tween india and central asia 

is essential for regional secu-

rity and prosperity”.
He pointed out that “cen-

tral asia is central to india’s 

vision of an integrated and 

stable extended neighbour-

hood”. central asia and West 

asia are the key pillars defin-

ing india’s doctrine of engag-

ing its “extended neighbour-

hood”.
second, the prime Min-

ister made it plain that the 

next phase of ties can be an-

chored only if the new delhi-

central asia relationship is 

firmly institutionalised at all 

levels drawing many layers 

of stakeholders. “the second 

objective is to give an effective 

structure to our cooperation. 

this will establish a framework 

of regular interactions at dif-

ferent levels and among vari-

ous stakeholders.the prime 

Minister said that the third 

objective of the summit was “to 

create an ambitious roadmap 

for our cooperation.”referring 

to the centrality of regional 

security, the prime Minister, 

specially cited the common 

concern shared by india and 

central asia to defuse turbu-

lence in afghanistan. 
“We are all concerned about 

the developments in afghani-

stan. in this context also our 

mutual cooperation has be-

come more important for re-

gional security and stability,” 

pM Modi said. analysts point 

out that the prime Minister’s 

initiative to deepen structural 

linkages with central asia has 

at least four major objectives. 

First, the new initiative seeks 

to revive the natural historical 

and civilisational ties between 

india and the region in the 

digital age. second, as india’s engage-

ment-from culture, economy, 

energy and military---deepens, 

it will serve an antidote to 

region’s critical reliance on 

china, and the temptation to 

embrace turkey, which is woo-

ing these countries on account 

of their turkic cultural roots. 

india shares this perception 

with russia, whose president, 

Vladimir putin was in new 

delhi last month. third, in-

dia sees secular central asian 

countries as bulwarks to re-

verse the tide of fundamental-

ism and extremism radiating 

from afghanistan and paki-

stan. Fourth, central asia is 

rich in natural resources-an 

element which can be fused 

in india’s atmanirbhar Bharat 

vision.the prime Minister 

spotlighted that india has 

deep relations with all of the 

central asian countries. He 

cited kazakhstan, which had 

emerged unscathed of a seri-

ous bout of internal instability, 

as an important partner in 

india’s energy security.
looking ahead, the pM 

Modi said that the summit will 

also focus on trade, connectiv-

ity, development partnership, 

culture, and people-to-people 

ties. india is keen that the 

landlocked central asia sees 

the iranian port of chabahar 

as the natural gateway to the 

indian ocean, instead of over-

relying on the pakistani ports 

of karachi and the Gwadar in 

the conduct of its seaborne 

international trade. AGeNCieS

PM flags intent to elevate India-Central Asia 

ties to a new level during first regional summitmodi saId  Central Asia is central to India’s vision 

of an integrated and stable extended 

neighbourhood  We are all concerned about the 
developments in Afghanistan. In this 

context also our mutual cooperation 

has become more important for 
regional security and stability

New Delhi: emphasising president ram nath kovinds 

compassion, two retiring majestic horses, Vikrant and Viraat, 

will be retained in the presidents Bodyguard.Both decisions, 

to retain Vikrant and Viraat, are in line with india’s high 

traditions of humane treatment of animals and aligned to 

president ram nath kovind’s own compassion for them it 

is learnt.all policies pertaining to army animals are issued 

by the army headquarters. 
Hence, presidential Bodyguard animals also follow the 

regulations of the Ministry of defence (Mod), president’s 

Bodyguard sources said.the Mod is the administrative 

ministry and only competent authority to explain queries 

pertaining to upkeep of animals.However, the president’s 

Bodyguard will be making a request to the army headquar-

ters to retain Virat in the regiment for his retired life as 

a mark of respect for his services, president’s Bodyguard 

sources said.it is learnt that another majestic horse, Vikrant, assigned 

to president’s Bodyguard and retiring around the same 

time, may be retained similarly. 
AGeNCieS

president’s Bodyguard to 
retain retiring horses vikrant, 

viraat as mark of respect

New Delhi: terming it 

unconstitutional and arbi-

trary, the supreme court 

on Friday set aside the year-

long suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly.a bench headed 

by Justice a.M. khanwilkar 

said the suspension could 

have only been for a session 

of the House. it further added that the 

resolution for suspending 

the 12 BJp Mlas for a year 

was illegal and declared it 

ineffective.on January 19, 

the top court reserved the 

verdict on petitions challeng-

ing the one-year suspension 

of the 12 BJp Mlas from 

the Maharashtra legislative 

assembly for their alleged 

misconduct and misbehav-

iour in the House in July, 

last year.a battery of senior advo-

cates -- Mahesh Jethmalani, 

Mukul rohatgi, neeraj kis-

han kaul, and siddharth 

Bhatnagar argued for the 

suspended legislators. 
the senior advocates 

were assisted by advocates 

siddharth dharmadhikari 

and abhikalp pratap singh.

senior advocate c.a. sun-

daram, representing the 

Maharashtra government, 

argued the act of suspending 

a member from the legisla-

tive assembly for one year is 

not barred by the constitu-

tion. the petitioners’ coun-

sel contended that merely 

exercising inherent power 

can the House act contrary 

to the constitution, and no 

preliminary power can go 

beyond the constitution or 

fundamental rights.
the petitioners argued 

that there was no justifica-

tion of suspension, which 

affects the right of the con-

stituency. rohatgi empha-

sized that the decision of 

1-year suspension is grossly 

irrational, as there was non-

compliance with natural jus-

tice.during the hearing, the 

top court had observed that 

the suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly in July, for a year, 

for misbehaving with the 

presiding officer in chair, 

both inside and outside the 

assembly, was “worse than 

expulsion”.the suspensions came 

after the legislators had 

misbehaved with the then 

speaker-in-chair, Bhaskar 

Jadhav for refusing them 

sufficient time to speak.the 

suspended BJp legislators in-

clude -- ashish shelar, Girish 

Mahajan, atul Bhatkalkar, 

Jaykumar rawal, yogesh 

sagar, narayan kuch, ab-

himanyu pawar, sanjay kute, 

ram satpute, parag alvani, 

kirtikumar Bhangadiya and 

Harish pimpale. AGeNCieS

‘unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets aside 

suspension of 12 BJp Mlas from Maha Vs
New Delhi: india got its 

first-ever export order for 

BrahMos missiles on Friday 

when the philippines’ de-

fence Ministry signed usd 

374 million contract with the 

BrahMos aerospace pvt ltd 

(Bapl) to supply undisclosed 

number of missiles, military 

officials stated.the Bapl, an india-russian 

joint venture, produces the su-

personic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from sub-

marines, ships, aircraft, or from 

land platforms.the usd 374 

million contract is to supply 

shore-based anti-ship BrahMos 

missiles to the philippines’ navy, 

the military officials noted.
in a statement, the defence 

Ministry said: “the Bapl 

signed a contract with the 

department of national de-

fence of the republic of phil-

ippines on January 28, 2022, 

for supply of shore-based 

anti-ship missile system to 

the philippines.””the Bapl 

is a joint venture company 

of the defence research and 

development organisation. 

the contract is an important 

step forward for Government 

of india’s policy of promoting 

responsible defence exports,” 

it added.india has already 

deployed a sizeable number 

of the Brahmos missiles and 

other key assets in several stra-

tegic locations along the line 

of actual control with china 

in ladakh and arunachal 

pradesh. 
AGeNCieS

India gets first-ever export order for Brahmos 

missiles; philippines signs usd 374 million contract

New Delhi:   since the 

election commission has 

banned physical campaigning 

due to prevailing covid-19 

situation in the country and 

the political parties are doing 

virtual rallies, the commis-

sion is keeping a close tab 

on the money spent on these 

rallies.
the commission has 

banned the physical rallies 

till January 31 this year and 

will review the situation after 

that.according to the sources, 

the commission’s observers 

are keeping a tab on the cam-

paign contents, which are be-

ing circulated during these 

virtual rallies.the commission on Jan-

uary 14, had conducted a 

detailed meeting with the 

government officials who 

have been designated as 

general, police and expen-

diture observers, who were 

asked to keep close watch 

on the expenditure during 

these virtual rallies too.dur-

ing the meeting with election 

observers the ec underlined 

the twin concerns on expen-

diture and content on virtual 

mode while the chief elec-

tion commissioner sushil 

chandra reminded ‘expendi-

ture observers’ to be innova-

tive in countering ‘new and 

latest methods of inducement’ 

to the voters.the poll panel has issued 

the guidelines to ensure that 

money spent on virtual cam-

paign is fully accounted for in 

the expenditure statements 

filed by candidates and po-

litical parties.the commis-

sion has already amended the 

format of expenditure state-

ment by adding column for 

virtual rallies.the candidates 

are expected to file the details 

of rallies including the num-

ber of virtual rallies, amount 

spent and also the campaign 

contents shared during these 

rallies.
the eci has also directed 

the social media platform 

companies to ensure compli-

ance with the voluntary code 

of ethics amid heavy online 

campaigning due to ban of 

rallies.the commission has 

increased the expenditure 

limits for the forthcoming as-

sembly elections and under the 

new order issued on January 

6, 2022, the maximum limit 

for the expenditure by a can-

didate in Manipur and Goa is 

fixed at rs 28 lakh while for 

the other three states punjab, 

uttar pradesh, uttarakhand is 

fixed at rs 40 lakh. AGeNCieS

eci keeping close watch on 

expenditure of virtual rallies
new delhi:  Vice president and rajya sabha chairman 

M. Venkaiah naidu will chair the meeting of the rajya 

sabha floor leaders on January 31, ahead of Budget session 

of the parliament.this meeting will take place virtually as 

precautionary measure against the covid-19 spread.in the 

customary meeting ahead of the important session, the 

chairman will ask for the co-operation of all political parties 

for the smooth running of the House.recently, the rajya 

sabha chairman also tested positive for covid-19 and now 

he has been recovering, sources said.the government has 

called an all-party meeting on January 31 to discuss issues 

and legislative business for the budget session.the all-party 

meeting of floor leaders will be held virtually.Floor leaders of all the po-litical parties in both the Houses of parliament are invited for the meet-ing to discuss issues and legislative business in the ensu-ing smooth functioning of the Bud-get session.the meeting will be held virtually at 3 p.m.the Budget ses-

sion of parliament will be held in two parts.First part will 

be held from January 31 till February 11, and the second 

part will be held from March 14 to april 8. 
iANS  

naidu to chair meeting 
of rs floor leaders ahead 

of Budget session

New Delhi: Former Vice president Hamid ansari and 

actress swara Bhaskar participated in an event by iaMc 

on republic day, an organisation which tried to get india 

blacklisted by the us, disinfolab said in a report."Former 

Vp ansari & actor swara Bhaskar participating in an event 

by iaMc to 'save pluralism' on #republicday they may 

not know: iaMc paid money to get india black-list by the 

us is linked with Jamaat-e-islami (Jei) & linked with the 

fraud in name of covid crisis," 

disinfolab said in a tweet.uapa 

was imposed on indian american 

Muslim council (iaMc) last year 

for spreading fake news to incite 

communal violence and reinforc-

es the narrative of minority plight 

in india - from fabricated stories 

on caa to tripura violence, the 

report said. iaMc members like 

kaleem kawaja have been vocal supporter of taliban.direc-

tor of operations in iMana is Zahid Mahmood, who is a 

former pak navy official. coincidentally, iMana is also 

linked with islamic society of north america (isna), a 

Muslim Brotherhood front in the us.iaMc is headed by 

rasheed ahmed, who was executive director (2008-17) 

of another shady front -- islamic Medical association of 

north america (iMana).  

AGeNCieS

hamid ansari attends Iamc event which 
had tried to get India blacklisted

The Budget is  people-friendly and progressive. Along with strengthening economy, it will create 
new opportunities in the 

sphere of infrastructure, 
investment and jobs.”NareNdra Modi, Prime Minister
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        sECTORWIsE                                  
○  defence `1,93,407 crore○  eneRGY `1,47,190 crore○  commUnIATIon 

`21,394 crore○  SocIAL SeRVIce 

`1,78,906 crore 
  

         aLLOTMENT                                 ○  eneRGY 
`1,47,190 crore

○  TRAnSPoRT `1,25,357 crore
○  mSmeS 
`5,000 crore

○  AVIATIon `4,000 crore 

  aLLOCaTION          ○  edUcATIon `1.04 lakh crore
○  home AffAIRS `1,85,776 crore

○  RAILWAYS `1.40 lakh crore
○  commUnIcATIon `1.05 lakh crore 

  sECTORWIsE              
○  AGRIcULTURe 
`1.32 lakh crore

○  defence `5,25,166 crore
○  heALTh `82,600 crore

○  InfRA `1.99 lakh crore   
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vantage  pointDelhi govt receives 1,300 
responses from people 

for its ‘Swaraj Budget’ 
Delhi Budget 2022-23 will bring 

back the derailed economy of 
the city on track and foster 

economic growth 
P2

 
Budget focuses on 

welfare: NaddaThe Union Budget focused 
on upliftment of the poor 

and weaker sections P3
 

66.8 pc feel Budget will 
strengthen the economy 

The Budget well when 
it comes to long-term 

prospects despite the 
hardships they are facing 

at the moment 
P5Govt cuts customs duty 

on some mobile parts
The govt on Tuesday announced duty concessions 

on certain mobile phone 
parts that may make some 

of the mobile handsets 
cheaper.  

P7

with 35% hike, huge push for capital expenditure; digital assets taxed

whats  up

whats down

NEWDELHI: With a special 

focus on capital expenditure, 

Union Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore 

Budget 2022-23 in Lok Sab-

ha. Eyeing 8% growth in the 

upcoming fiscal, the govern-

ment has planned to extend 

Rs 1 lakh crore interest-free 

loans to states. The personal 

income tax rates have been 

left untouched. The growth 

projection is based on oil price 

projection of $70-75 per bar-

rel next fiscal and against the 

current price of $90.
The CapEx head saw a rise 

by 35.4%, around Rs 2 lakh 

crore, as the economic blue-

print pegged it at Rs 7.50 lakh 

crore against the last year al-

location of Rs 5.54 lakh crore. 

In the current financial year, 

the growth rate is expected 

to be 9.2%. The draft also 

indicates that economic ac-

tivity has recovered to pre-

pandemic level and it is well 

placed to take on challenges 

in 2022-23. The Finance Ministry has in-

creased tax deductions for in-

vestments in pension schemes 

for government employees 

besides proposing 30% tax 

on cryptocurrencies. 
The fiscal deficit has plunged 

to 6.9%. This is estimated to 

be at 6.4% in the next finan-

cial year. National Highways will be 

extended by 25,000 km with 

a hike of Rs 1 lakh crore. The 

scope of PM GatiShakti Na-

tional Master Plan will en-

compass the seven engines 

— Roads, Railways, Airports, 

Ports, Mass Transport, Wa-

terways and Logistics Infra-

structure — for economic 

transformation, seamless 

multimodal connectivity and 

logistics efficiency.
The MGNREGA’s allocation 

is Rs 73,000 crore. The fund 

for Rural Development De-

partment has been hiked to Rs 

1,35,944 crore. In agriculture 

sector, the govenment will 

boost the use of Kisan Drones 

for crop assessment, pesti-

cide spray and land record 

digitisation. Natural farming 

along Ganga will also be the 

government’s focus. 
With mental healthcare in 

mind, the government will set 

up a National Digital Health 

Ecosystem and National Tele 

Mental Health Programme. 

The defence sector drew sig-

nificant attention of the Cen-

tre as it saw a hike of 9.82% 

rise at an overall allocatoin 

of Rs 5,25,166 crore for the 

Ministry of Defence. The capi-

tal for new acquisitions has 

been hiked by over 12%. The 

capital budget for the Border 

Roads Organisation has been 

increased to Rs 3,500 crore. 

 

AGENCIES

EYE ON 8% GROWTH Who
What

Said
The visionary Budget will 

help make India the world’s 
leading economy. The Budget will 

change the economy scale. Its 
size (Rs 39.45 lakh crore) shows 

our economy is rapidly growing 

even in the pandemic.”
aMit Shah, Union Home Minister 

The Budget is mostly 
for capitalists. The country is 

gradually turning into unequal 

as nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 
have been provided to the big 

industrialists.”
P. chidaMbaraM, Former Finance Minister

People had high 
expectations from the Budget 

during Covid period. It has left 
people disappointed as the Union 

Budget offers nothing for them. 

Nothing has been done to bring 

respite from inflation.”
arviNd kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister

NEW DELHI: Amid the 

Central leadership hailing the 

Budget as people-friendly, Op-

position leaders have slammed 

the government, terming it a 

“Pegasus spin budget”. 
After Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

the Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget 

2022-23 in the Lok Sabha, 

Congress leaders, including 

Rahul Gandhi, said it was a 

“Lollypop budget”. They al-

leged it had exposed the gov-

ernment’s “anti-farmer and 

anti-poor” face. West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee termed it 

a “Pegasus spin budget” that 

provided nothing to the com-

mon people who have been 

“crushed” by unemployment 

and inflation.Senior Congress leader and 

former finance minister P 

Chidambaram dubbed the 

Budget as “the most capital-

ist” and said the country was 

turning into “very unequal” as 

nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 

have been provided to the big 

industrialists.Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 

the Budget was nothing but 

an attack on subsidies and old 

rhetoric. The Congress wrote 

on Twitter that the salaried 

and middle classes waited in 

anticipation for a Budget to 

help them through their trou-

bles, but the Lollipop Budget 

has proved that time spent 

waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come 

under BJP rule is nothing but 

time wasted.”Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal dubbed the Union 

Budget as “disappointing” and 

said it has nothing for the com-

mon people.CPM general secretary Sita-

ram Yechury questioned the 

government on the purpose of 

the Budget and asked why the 

wealthy have not been taxed 

further. “Budget for whom? 

The richest 10% Indians own 

75% of the country’s wealth. 

The bottom 60% own less 

than 5%. Why are those who 

amassed super-profits during 

the pandemic, while jobless-

ness, poverty & hunger have 

grown, not being taxed more?” 

Yechury asked in a tweet.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 

Mayawati said the Budget 

has been brought to “woo the 

public with new promises” and 

alleged that the Centre has 

forgotten to implement its old 

announcements.Swaraj India president Yo-

gendra Yadav said  the gov-

ernment took its “revenge” on 

farmers for leading a successful 

movement against the now-

repealed farm laws. AGENCIES

Opposition leaders see Lollypop, 

Pegasus spin in govt blueprint‘Why are those who amassed wealth during the 
pandemic, while 

joblessness, poverty 
grew, not being taxed more?’

Following are the highlights of the 2022-23 Budget presented 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: 

HEALtH AND SANItAtIoN

  The Ministry of Ayush has got Rs 3,050 in the Union Budget 

2022-23, a slight increase of 2.69% from 2021-22 when 

Rs 2,970 crore was earmarked for the same.  

  Budget documents show that the spending on medical 

and public health has been reduced from Rs 74,820 crore 

in 2021-22 to Rs 41,011 crore in 2022-23 due to lower 

requirement of vaccination. 

  The health sector has been allocated Rs 86200.65 crore. 

This is an increase of 16 per cent over Rs 73,931 crore in 

2021-22.DEfENCE  The defence budget has been hiked to Rs 5.25 lakh crore 

from last year when the allocation was Rs 4.78 lakh crore. 

  The major thrust is on procurement of weapons and military 

platforms from domestic players as well as to involve them 

in defence research and development.

  According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 68% 

of the outlay for defence procurement will be set aside for 

buying from domestic industry and that 25% for defence 

research and development (R&D) will be kept for collabo-

ration with the private sector.

  An independent nodal umbrella body will be set up for 

private players to meet their requirements for testing and 

new technologies and to get the certification.

  The overall defence budget of 5,25,166 crore including 

Rs 1,19,696 crore for defence pensions is an increase of 

9.8% compared to last year’s total outlay. The defence 

budget excluding the pension component stands at Rs 

4,05,470 crore.
  Separately, Rs 20,100 crore has been set aside for the 

Ministry of Defence (civil).
EDuCAtIoN  The allocation for the education sector has been increased 

to Rs 1.04 lakh crore from Rs 93,224 crore (Budget esti-

mate) in 2021-22.
  The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, laid emphasis 

on digital modes of education to reverse learning losses 

caused by the Covid pandemic. The revised estimate for 

2021-22 is Rs 88,001 crore.

   ‘One class-one TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA will 

be expanded from 12 to 200 TV channels. This will enable 

all states to provide supplementary education in regional 

languages for Class I-XII.

  School education has got Rs 63,449.37 crore, SamagraShiksha 

Abhiyan Rs 37,383.36 crore, Kendriya Vidyalayas Rs 7,650 

crore and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas Rs 4,115 crore. 

Higher Education has been allocated Rs 40,828 crore 

AGrICuLturE  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare have 

got Rs 1,32,513 crore, which is a hike of 4.5 per cent than 

the  last year’s budgetary allocation. 

  Rs 6,407.31 crore has been kept aside for the Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. This is around 

44 per cent compared to the last year’s sum.

  The Food Processing Industry has been allocated   

Rs 2,941.99 crore, a hike of over 200 per cent.

  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Yojana has been allocat-

ed Rs 6,75,000 crore and crop insurance scheme  

Rs 15,500 crore.

* Barring diamond traders, the Budget has nothing much  

to offer to the jewellery industry.

  Headphones 
   Electronic toys

   Earphones 
  Unblended fuel

  Smart meters 
   Loudspeakers

  Imitation jewellery    Solar cells

   Solar modules 
   Umbrellas

   X-ray machines

  Phone camera lens   Apparel

  Phone charger 
  Frozen mussels

  Methyl alcohol 
   Cocoa beans

  Polished diamond*   Acetic acid

  Computer, laptop   Asafoetida

The highlighTs

NEWDELHI: Terming it a “zero-sum 

budget”, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 

alleged that the Union Budget 2022-23 

had nothing for those hailing from poor 

and middle class families. “There is despair 

all around our country, our youth have no 

future and once again the Modi govt’s budget completely 

ignores this painful reality,” he wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, taking a dig at him, Finance Minister Sith-

araman said Rahul, as a leader of the oldest political 

party, should understand what was being said. 

Nothing for poor, middle class: Rahul

MuMbAI:Presenting the Bud-

get, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman proposed to tax any 

income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset at 30 per cent 

and impose a 1 per cent tax de-

duction at source of transactions 

above a monetary threshold.
Sitharaman said it should 

not be seen as a step towards 

legalising or recognising crypto-

currencies. “There is a process of 

consultation, which is going on, 

about crypto,” she said.
Though it made some experts 

feel that the measure was a step 

towards legitimising it, a day 

later, Finance Secretary TV So-

manathan cleared the air that 

cryptocurrency would never be 

a legal tender. In an interview, 

Somanathan said just like gold 

and diamond, despite being 

valuable, are not a legal tender, 

private cryptocurrencies too will 

never be a legal tender.
Earlier, Sitharaman said tax-

ing the digital currencies was 

justified as there had been a 

phenomenal increase in trans-

actions in virtual digital assets, 

making it imperative to provide 

for a specific tax regime.
There will also be no deduc-

tion in respect of any expendi-

ture or allowance except the cost 

of acquisition while computing 

this income. Also, the loss from 

transfer of virtual digital assets 

cannot be set off against any 

other income. Estimates put 

the number of crypto investors 

between 1.5 and 2 crore.

In order to capture the trans-

action details, Sitharaman also 

proposed TDS on payment made 

for transfer of virtual digital at 

1%. Gift of virtual digital assets 

is also proposed to be taxed in 

the hands of the recipient, she 

said. Security agencies have ex-

pressed concerns over the mis-

use of digital coins on Dark Web 

for terror acts, drugs trafficking 

and money laundering.
“Virtual digital assets have 

gained tremendous popularity 

in recent times and the volumes 

of trading in such digital assets has 

increased substantially. Further, 

a market is emerging where pay-

ment for the transfer of a virtual 

digital asset can be made through 

another such asset. Accordingly, 

a new scheme to provide for taxa-

tion of such virtual digital assets 

has been proposed in the Bill,” the 

explanatory memorandum of the 

Finance Bill notes.  AGENCIES

30% tax, but crypto won’t be legal: Govt

New policy

FINaNCe SeCReTaRy TV SomaNaThaN SayS 
CRyPToCURReNCy, jUST 

lIke gold & dIamoNd, wIll 
NeVeR Be a legal TeNdeR

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi has said digital rupee, 

proposed in the Budget, can be ex-

changed for cash and will open new 

opportunities in the fintech sector.

While addressing the ‘Atmanirbha 

Arthavyavastha’ (self-reliant econ-

omy) symposium organised by the 

BJP, he said the central bank digital 

currency or the digital rupee will 

make online payments more se-

cure and risk free and boost digital 

economy in the years to come.
“The digital rupee will be the digital 

form of our physical rupee and will 

regulated by the RBI. This will be 

such a system that will enable ex-

change of physical currency with 

digital currency,” Modi said at the 

symposium, attended by senior party 

leaders.“Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) will strengthen the digital 

economy,” he added. AGENCIES

A lot more in fintech sector: PM
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Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh

Christmas is a time for fam-
ily and friends, the festive 
spirit and decorations in 
every corner. What would 
be a better way to celebrate 
the holidays than with a 
traditional Christmas feast 
accompanied by live music? 

Olive Cafe & Bar, Sec 26 in 
Chandigarh has announced 
the start of X-Mas celebra-
tions with the unveiling of 
a special Christmas menu 
from December 19th to 
30th, 2022. The live music 
will take place on Decem-
ber 24th, 8 pm onwards, 
and December 25th, 12 pm 
onwards.

Mumbai: Bollywood star Ay-
ushmann Khurrana, who was 
recently seen in ‘An Action Hero’ 
is a true blue Punjabi munda as 
he loves to indulge in food at 
all times. The talented actor-
singer enjoys homemade food 
and Indian sweets made by his 
mother of which rajma-chawal, 
sarson ka saag, makki ki roti and 
gaajar ka halwa are his absolute 
favourites.

Given his shooting sched-
ule, the actor has to constantly 
follow a regimented diet plan. 
However, the talented actor 
makes it a point to go back to 
his hometown Chandigarh every 
Diwali and year-end holiday, 
and during this time, he in-
dulges in everything his mother 
makes for him.

Talking about the same, Ay-
ushmann shared: “My mom 
and my mother-in-law spoil me 
with my favourite dishes and I 
thoroughly enjoy it. It is tough 
for me to decide what I want to 
eat each day. Right from rajma-
chawal, sarson ka saag, makki ki 
roti, pinni to gaajar ka halwa - I 

like to eat all the delicacies that 
they make because they are sim-
ply divine. This holiday season 
I’m looking to get pampered in 
Chandigarh.”

He further spoke about the 
importance of spending quality 
time with family as he said: “I 
feel it is important to spend 
quality time with your family. 
One must always remember 
where one’s roots are and for me 
it’s Chandigarh. My parents and 
this beautiful city have shaped 
me into the person that I have 
become today. Despite being in 
Mumbai, I always feel a massive 
gravitational pull for my home.”

“I usually have erratic sched-
ules because of shoots, promo-
tions, brand deliverables etc and 
so, I make it a point to go back to 
my family in Chandigarh when-
ever possible, especially during 
the holidays. It is nostalgic and 
rejuvenating, “ he added.

Ayushmann will be leaving 
for Chandigarh after finishing 
his brand and film commit-
ments this year and will ring 
in the new year with his family.

Hindu pilgrims raise slogans before leaving for the KatasRaj Temple in Pakistan during a cold foggy morning at 
the Durgaina temple in Amritsar on Tuesday.� PHOTO: PRABHJOT GILL 

Being a true-blue Punjabi,

Ayushmann
loves rajma-chawal & sar-

son ka saag!

Arun Kumar Rao
Bengaluru 

Brilliant tons by Sunil Ramesh 
and captain Ajay Kumar Reddy 
guided India to beat Bangladesh 
by 120 runs and win their third 
consecutive title in the 3rd T20 
World Cup cricket  for the Blind 
played here at the M. Chin-
naswamy Stadium. India re-
mained unbeaten to the course 
of winning the title. Governor 
of Karnataka  Thawar Chand 
Gehlot presented the winners 
and runners up trophies.

Indian captain Ajay Kumar 
Reddy won the toss and elected 
to bat. In-form batter Sunil Ra-
mesh was joined by vice-captain 
D. Venkateswara Rao to open 
the innings. Bangladesh could 
not have asked for a better start 
to the finals as Salman removed 
Venkareswara in the 4th over 
after the score read just 28. India 
faced a double blow in the same 
over as Salman castled Lalit Mee-

na’s stumps to put India at 29/2. 
Unfortunately that was the only 
joy Bangladesh could find in the 
innings as it was Sunil Ramesh 
and captain Ajay Kumar Reddy’s 
show from there on.

Both Indian batsmen chal-
lenged the Bangla bowling at-
tack with conviction and played 
their shots all over the ground. 
The bowlers did not have any 
answer to the onslaught by the 
inform Indian batters. Ajay 

Kumar Reddy got a reprieve 
while batting at 40 when he was 
dropped in the deep. The batters 
did not give any chances to the 
bowling side as they continued 
to mint runs. Sunil Ramesh 
reached his hundred which is 
his third of the tournament with 
a boundary. Ajay reached his 
milestone in the final over of 
the innings. The batters put on 
a 248 run unbeaten partnership 
for the third wicket to take the 

final score to a mammoth 277 
in the 20 overs. Sunil scored 
136 of 63 balls with the help 
of 24 boundaries and one six. 
Ajay scored 100 of 50 balls that 
consisted of 18 boundaries.

Chasing a huge target, the 
inform Bangla openers Salman 
and captain Md. Ashiqur Rah-
man started the innings well but 
couldn’t find boundaries. The 
Indian bowlers bowled some 
tight overs which increased 

the run rate and added pres-
sure to the Bangladesh batters 
especially after the power play 
overs which yielded very less 
output for Bangladesh. They lost 
their first wicket in the 9th over 
after Lalit Meena dismissed 
the Bangladesh captain for 21 
after an opening wicket partner-
ship of 56 runs. Salman on the 
other side was trying his best to 
accelerate the scoring but the 
Indian side were disciplined and 
restricted the batters. Salman 
put on a 42 run partnership 
with Abid for the second wicket 
and 48 runs for the third wicket 
with Arif Ullah on the way to 
scoring his half century. Abid 
scored 18 and Arif Ullah scored 
22. Salman remained unbeaten 
on 77 from 65 balls. He also fin-
ished the tournament as the top 
run getter with 425 runs from 
7 innings. Bangladesh could 
only manage 157/3 at the end 
of 20 overs but will return after 
showing some fighting spirit.

India win “3rd T20 World Cup Cricket for 
the Blind” title for Third Consecutive time

X-Mas celebrations kick off 
at the Olive Cafe & Bar

Foodie Kartik Aaryan 
poses with massive 
Gujarati thalis 

Bollywood actor Kartik 
Aaryan, who is known to be 
a foodie, has shared a picture 
posing with two massive Gu-
jarati thalis.

Kartik took to Instagram, 
where he shared the picture. 
In the image, he is seen dressed 
in a grey T-shirt paired with 
black pants and a baseball cap. 
The two thalis are kept in front 
of him on the table as he gets 
clicked.

For the caption he wrote: 
“No touching only Seeing 
#TableForTwo #Spkk.”

The actor is currently in 
Gujarat, where he is shooting 
for his musical romantic film 
‘Satyaprem Ki Katha’. It also 
stars Kiara Advani. The film 
marks their second collabora-
tion after ‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2’.

Kartik will also be seen in 
‘Shehzada’, which also stars 
Kriti Sanon. He has ‘Captain 
India’ and Kabir Khan’s yet-
untitled next.

Panaji: A panchayat in Goa 
on Wednesday issued a “stop 
work” notice to Telugu actor 
Nagarjuna over the alleged 
illegal construction and ex-
cavation work at Mandrem 
village in North Goa.

Mandrem Panchayat sar-
panch Amit Sawant has is-
sued the notice under the Goa 
Panchayat Raj Act 1994. As per 
the notice, the respondent has 

been involved in illegal activity 
in the village jurisdiction.

“Whereas it is noticed by this 
Panchayat that you are doing 
alleged illegal construction 
and excavation, in property 
bearing survey no. 211/2 B at 
Ashvewada, Mandrem, vil-
lage without obtaining prior 
permission from the com-
petent authorities and this 
Panchayat,” the notice reads.

Arun Kumar Rao  
New Delhi 

Hockey India on Friday an-
nounced the 18-member team 
who will represent India at the 
prestigious FIH Odisha Hock-
ey Men›s World Cup 2023 in 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela. The 
Indian team grouped in pool 
D along with England, Spain 
and Wales will begin their cam-
paign on 13th January 2023 in 
the newly built Birsa Munda 
Hockey Stadium in Rourkela.  

Ace dragflicker Harmanpre-
et Singh has been named the 
Captain of the squad with Amit 
Rohidas as the Vice Captain. 
The team, strategically selected 
after two-day trials in SAI Cen-
tre, Bengaluru where 33 play-
ers were put to test, features a 
good mix of experienced and 
young players who will vie to 
end India›s wait to stand on the 
podium in the prestigious event. 

Krishan B Pathak and PR 
Sreejesh, who will be playing 
his fourth World Cup - his third 

on home soil, have been cho-
sen as goalkeepers while the 
Indian team›s defence will be 
spearheaded by the Captain 
Harmanpreet Singh along with 
Vice Captain Amit Rohidas, 
Surender Kumar, Varun Ku-
mar, Jarmanpreet Singh and 
Nilam Sanjeep Xess. 

The midfield will see the re-
turn of young prodigy Vivek 
Sagar Prasad, who missed the 
recent tour of Australia as well 
as the FIH Hockey Pro League 
due to an ankle injury. He will 
be joined by Manpreet Singh, 

Hardik Singh, Nilakanta Shar-
ma, Shamsher Singh and the 
experienced Akashdeep Singh. 

The forwardline will feature 
Mandeep Singh, Lalit Kumar 
Upadhyay and youngsters 
Abhishek and Sukhjeet Singh 
who continue to impress after 
making their debut earlier this 
year. The two alternate players 
chosen are Rajkumar Pal and 
Jugraj Singh.  Speaking on Team 
selection , Chief Coach Graham 
Reid said, «The World Cup is 
the most important “Hockey 
Only” tournament there is. 

Mumbai:  Akshay Kumar-
starrer “Ram Setu” will start 
streaming on Prime Video 
from December 23, the 
streamer announced Wednes-
day.

Directed by Abhishek Shar-
ma of “Parmanu” and “Tere 
Bin Laden” fame, the action-
adventure movie was released 

in theatres countrywide in Oc-
tober this year.

The movie, which also fea-
tured Jacqueline Fernandez 
and Nushrratt Bharuccha, is 
presented by Prime Video in 
association with Kumar’s Cape 
of Good Films, Lyca Produc-
tions and Abundantia Enter-
tainment.

‘Ram Setu’
to make streaming debut 
on Prime Video on Dec 23

NewDelhi: Bollywood ac-
tor Jacqueline Fernandez on 
Thursday withdrew her plea 
seeking to travel abroad, at a 
court in the national capital.

The counsel for Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) opposed her 
plea to travel abroad.

The agency said that “she’s an 
actress, and a foreign national, 
and the matter in which she is 
being tried is at a crucial stage”. 
To this, Fernandez’s lawyer con-
tended that the agency has not 
even completed its investigation 
in the case. The judge then ques-
tioned her counsel whether he 
wants to withdraw the applica-
tion, or wants a judicial order. 
The counsel chose to withdrew 
the plea.

Fernandez is accused in a 
Rs 200 crore money extortion 

case involving multimillionaire 
conman Sukesh Chandrashekar.

On December 20, Special 
Judge Shailendra Malik had 
issued notice to the ED and 
sought its reply to Fernandez’s 
application seeking permission 
to travel to Bahrain from De-
cember 23.

Devotees pay their respects during a cold foggy morning at the Harmandir Sahib in Amritsar.  
� PHOTO: PRABHJOT GILL 

Bollywood actor 
Jacqueline Fernandez 
withdraws her plea to 
travel abroad

Tabu’s part in
‘Kuttey’

was originally written 
for male actor

Actress Tabu, who is gear-
ing up for her upcoming 
black comedy film ‘Kuttey’, 
revealed that her role in 
the film was written for a 
male character but director 
Aasmaan Bhardwaj and his 
composer-filmmaker father 
Vishal changed it for her.

‘Kuttey’ is the directorial 
debut of Aasmaan. Talking 
to the media at the trailer 
launch event of the film in 
Mumbai on Tuesday, the 
actress, who has worked 
with Vishal in films such 
as ‘Maqbool’ and ‘Haider’, 
said, “This character was 
written for a male, but Aas-
maan and Vishal ji changed 
it for me. Aasman has 
grown up in front of me.”

She also shared that 
working in the film brought 
in a sense of pride for her 
as she has seen Aasmaan 
growing up in front of her 
eyes.

“Aasmaan mere saamne 
hi bada hua hai, mere saa-
mne sets pe lakdi ka camera 
leke ghoomta tha (he has 
grown up in front of me, I 
remember seeing him walk-
ing around on the sets with 
a wooden camera) and he 
was so consumed by the 
world of films. To see him 
write something like ‘Kut-
tey’ brought in a sense of 
pride for me as Vishal ji, 
Rekha ji and Aasman are 
a family for me”.

‘Kuttey’ will land in cin-
emas on January 13, 2023.

Hockey India announces squad for ’FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023’ Bhubaneswar-Rourkela

Goa panchayat issues 
notice to actor Nagarjuna 
over alleged illegal 
construction work 


