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New Delhi: In a major move, 
the Enforcement Directorate 
said on Friday that it has at-
tached assets worth Rs 52.24 
crore belonging to arrested 
AAP leader Minister Manish 
Sisodia, his wife and some 
other accused persons in con-
nection with the Delhi excise 
policy case.

The ED said in a statement 
that the agency has attached 
assets worth Rs 52.24 crore 
belonging to Sisodia, Aman-
deep Singh Dhall, Rajesh Joshi, 
Gautam Malhotra and others 
in connection with the case.

The agency said that the 
attached assets include im-
movable properties worth Rs 

7.29 crore -- including two im-
movable properties of Sisodia 
and his wife Seema Sisodia, 

land/flat of Joshi or Chariot 
Productions Media Pvt Ltd 
and land/flat of Malhotra.

The probe agency said that 
the attachments also include 
movable assets worth Rs 44.29 
crore, including bank balances 
of Sisodia worth Rs 11.49 lakh, 
Brindco Sales Pvt Ltd worth Rs 
16.45 crore, and others. This 
was the second attachment in 
the case by the agency. The ED 
had earlier attached properties 
worth Rs 76.54 crore of AAP 
communication in-charge Vijay 
Nair, Sameer Mahandru, Amit 
Arora, Arun Pillai and others.

New Delhi: The Indian 
startup ecosystem witnessed 
a 72 per cent decline in fund-
ing in H1 2023 compared to 
H1 2022, according to a report 
by Tracxn.

The report titled India 
Tech semi-annual report 
2023 showed that a total 
funding in January to June 
period (H1 2023) was about 
USD 5.5 billion, much lower 
than the USD 19.7 billion 
in the first half of 2022. 
In the first half of the 2023, 
the early-stage round funding 
also witnessed a decline of 44 
per cent compared to previous 
half-year.

When compared to the USD 
7.3 billion funding in H2 2022, 
the funding value saw a 24 
per cent decline in the last 
six months. It is not just the 
funding value, but the fund-
ing rounds have also declined 
from about 1,586 in H1 2022 
to just 536 in the first half 

of this year, according to the 
report. The SaaS-based market 
intelligence platform found 
out that the top sectors that 
attracted the most funding 
included environment tech, 
fintech, and retail.

“The retail sector enjoyed the 
boom of e-commerce in tier 
two and tier three cities, mak-
ing it one of the top achiev-
ers. This boom has provided 
a national and international 

market to the MSMEs. Simi-
larly, the adoption of digital 
payments has strengthened 
the fintech sector,” it said.

Bengaluru was the preferred 
area receiving the highest 
amount of funding, followed 
by Delhi-NCR and Mumbai. 
100X.VC was the top seed 
investor during this period, 
while Peak XV Partners, Accel, 
and Athera were the active 
late-stage investors.

Kavita Sharma
New Delhi

Congress is all set to question 
BJP Govt. on Manipur Violence, 
Uniform Civil Code, Price hikes, 
Orissa Train accident etc in the 
forthcoming monsoon session. 

This will be the first time that the 
govt will face the Parliament after 
Manipur Violence and Orissa 
train accident. 

The Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Prahlad Joshi an-
nounced on July 1, that the 
Monsoon session would begin 

from 20 July and would end on 
11 August. The opposition parties 
have questioned Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi many times on 
Manipur issue but his silence 
still continues. The Congress 
spokesperson Jairam Ramesh 
said “ We hope the Govt will allow 
opposition to discuss All issues of 
concern to the people including 
Manipur on which PM have still 
maintained Silence.” 

The opposition will also de-
mand a debate on Uniform Civil 
Code (UCC) on which the stand 
of many political parties is still 
not clear. During the session 
BJP-govt is likely to bring a bill 
to replace the Government of 
National Capital Territory of 
Delhi (Amendment) ordinance. 

Delhi governmrnt, 
L-G lock horns over 
approval authority 
for appointments

New Delhi: Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal has responded 
strongly to an order issued by the 
Services Department of the Delhi 
government, which has halted the 
engagement of Fellows, Associate 
Fellows, Advisors, Deputy Advisors, 
Specialists, Senior Research Of-
ficers, and Consultants. The order 
stipulates that prior approval from 
the Lieutenant Governor is man-
datory for all such appointments. 

“This will completely strangle the 
Delhi government and its services. 
I don’t know what the Hon’ble LG 
aims to achieve by doing all this. I 
hope the Hon’ble Supreme Court 
immediately quashes it, “ Arvind 
Kejriwal tweeted on Thursday. 
The Services Department of the 
Delhi government has issued a 
directive, instructing all depart-
ments to halt the engagement 
of various positions, including 
Fellows, Associate Fellows, Ad-
visors, Deputy Advisors, Special-
ists, Senior Research Officers, and 
Consultants. This order explicitly 
states that these appointments 
can no longer be made without 
obtaining prior approval from 
the Lieutenant Governor. The 
latest order has sparked a fresh 
controversy between the L-G and 
the Delhi government.

New Delhi :  Petroleum 
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
on Friday said that the Centre 
has put up an eco-system for the 
development of green hydrogen 
and government sectors with sup-
port from private companies can 
expedite the process of achieving 
a green hydrogen economy.

In his valedictory address at 
an international conference, Puri 
said that green hydrogen is an 
idea whose time has come. He 
informed the gathering on the 
last day of the three-day long 
conference on green hydrogen 
that public sector entities have 
been earmarked to produce more 
than 1 MMT of green hydrogen 
by 2030. The global demand for 
hydrogen is expected to reach 
200 million tonnes by 2030, 
Puri said.

The minister noted that there 
is now a global consensus towards 
making a transition to renewable 
energy. “India has embarked on 
a new journey and requires ac-
tive support and collaboration 
amongst all the stakeholders 
and with the recent launch of 
the National Green Hydrogen 
Mission, the Government means 
business, “ he said. “We have a 
natural advantage in producing 
green hydrogen as we have an 
abundance of solar energy and 
investments in our power grid. 
We have an apt climate, resources, 
adequate production and a strong 
supply-chain for green hydrogen, 

“ the minister added.
“The European Investment 

Bank (EIB) will be our hydrogen 
ally and would support develop-
ing a large scale industry hub 
with a funding of 1 billion Euros. 
The Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) has recently conveyed 
their intent to provide $20–$25 
billion over five years to aid 
India’s aspirations for green 
growth. That’s not all, the World 
Bank has approved $1.5 billion 
in financing to support India’s 
low-carbon transition journey, 

“ he informed the gathering. 
Talking about the importance 
of public and private players 
coming together to bring the fu-
ture fuel on the global platform, 
the petroleum minister informed 
that several review meetings at 
industry level are regularly being 
undertaken to find out ways to 
boost the hydrogen production 
capacity in India.

“We will ensure uptake of green 
hydrogen in refineries and city 
gas distribution (CGD) through 
both public sector entities and the 
private sector and try to design 
new projects with maximum 
chances of hydrogen deployment 
to strategically phase out fossil 
fuels and aid de-carbonisation 
goals, “ he noted.

Aribam Bishwajit

Manipur Pradesh Congress 
Committee President Keisham 
Meghachandra has expressed 
his doubts regarding the abil-
ity of the state government to 
effectively address the ongoing 
unrest in Manipur. In a press 
conference held at Congress 
Bhavan in Imphal on Thursday 
evening, Meghachandra strongly 
criticized Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh led incumbent government, 
labeling them as the weakest in 
the political history of Manipur.

During the press conference 
held at Congress Bhavan in 
Imphal, Meghachandra high-
lighted the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s (BJP) recent meeting in 
Guwahati, which aimed to strat-
egize for the upcoming 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls. He deemed the meet-
ing irrelevant and accused the BJP 
of sidestepping discussions about 

the critical situation in Manipur. 
Meghachandra emphasized that 
organizing such a meeting was 
inappropriate given the crisis 
gripping the state.

One of the major points of con-
tention raised by Meghachandra 
was the silence of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on the violence 
unfolding in Manipur. The state 
has experienced significant loss 

of life, widespread destruction of 
homes, and the displacement of 
over 50,000 people. Expressing 
deep concern, Meghachandra 
lamented the Prime Minister’s 
silence, questioning his priorities, 
citing instances of engaging in 
cabinet meetings and election 
campaigning in other states in-
stead of addressing the plight of 
the people in Manipur.

Expressing his frustration over 
Mr. Modi’s perceived indifference 
to Manipur and prioritization of 
other states, Meghachandra, who 
is also an MLA of the Wangkhem 
assembly constituency, raised the 
question of the significance of In-
dian citizenship, saying, “What is 
the meaning of citizens of India? 
Here, our children are displaced, 
and thousands of houses have 
been torched. At this crucial junc-
tion, if they are discussing political 
strategy for the election, what’s 
the need for Manipur to be a part 
of India? This is the question 
people are raising. Our political 
party, the Congress, is asking.”

Expressing grave concerns 
about the government’s inability 
to restore normalcy, Meghachan-
dra stated, “Under this govern-
ment, we are all going to die. This 
is the weakest government I have 
ever seen in my life and in the 
political history of Manipur.”

FW Desk

Jammu and Kashmir ap-
proves a proposal to provide 
land to landless people re-
siding in the union territory. 
Under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-
G), each landless family will 
be allocated 5 marlas of land. 

The Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha, expressed his 
enthusiasm, stating that this 
decision marks a historic day 
for Jammu and Kashmir and 
a new beginning for thou-
sands of landless families. 

“It is a historic day for Jam-
mu and Kashmir and a new 
beginning for thousands of 
landless families,” L-G Manoj 
Sinha said. “This historic deci-
sion will prove to be a golden 
chapter in the administra-
tion’s effort for social justice, 
equality, respect, and equal 

opportunities to all citizens.” 
He emphasized that this 

initiative will not only grant 
land ownership and housing 
to the landless poor but also 
contribute to improving their 
livelihoods, raising their living 
standards, and fulfilling their 
dreams and aspirations.

The allotted land will be 
provided to familes who are 
landless and those who reside 
in state and forest areas or any 
other prohibited construction 
zones.  Initially, the allotment 
will be limited to the remain-
ing cases from the Permanent 
Waiting List (PWL) of 2018-19. 
However, in the future, during 
the launch of the next phase of 
the PMAY-G scheme in 2024-
25, the same categories of land-
less beneficiaries who become 
eligible under the PMAY-G 
Phase-III may also be consid-
ered for land allotment.

FW Desk

The Additional Director 
General of Police (ADGP) 
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar on 
Wednesday directed officers 
to adopt new mechanisms to 
ensure the neutralization of 
remaining militants during 
his visit to the South Kash-
mir districts of Shopian and 
Pulwama. 

The ADGP Kashmir in-
structed the officers to focus 

on gathering human intelli-
gence (Humint) and to col-
laborate with security forces 
in launching anti-terrorist 
operations. He emphasized 
the importance of taking 
preventive legal measures to 
curb recruitment into terror-
ist ranks. Each police officer 
in the district was assigned 
to work on different terror 
modules under the close su-
pervision of the district SSP.

The district police chief of 

Shopian briefed the ADGP on 
the modified joint area domi-
nation and zero terror plan. 

At Pulwama, the ADGP held 
a meeting with the DIG Po-
lice, Commanding Officers of 

182 and 183 Battalions of the 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF), and the district police 
chief Pulwama. He commend-
ed the officers for their efforts 
in eradicating the remnants 
of terrorism and urged them 
to continue working together 
to conduct precision-based 
operations. 

The ADGP stressed the need 
for special teams and innova-
tive mechanisms to ensure the 
neutralization of terrorists.

Satish Handa

Every seventh person from weaker 
section families in Haryana state 
during a medical check up under 
‘Nirog Haryana Yozna’ campaign 
launched in the state, was detected 
suffering from a health disorder, it 
was disclosed to media persons by 
Haryana chief minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar. He said that health 
department teams had medi-
cally checked nearly 13.77 lakh 
members of families belonging 
to weaker sections in the state, of 
whom nearly 2.13 lakh persons 
were found suffering from some 
health disorder and were advised 

to get treatment in the hospital. 
During first phase, 30,60,000 

families from weaker sections hav-
ing total number of 1 crore 26 lakh 
54 thousand members in these 

families were examined by health 
department teams, when it was 
detected that nearly nearly 55000 
persons mostly women were found 
suffering from Anemia, nearly 

35000 persons suffering from 
Blood Pressure, nearly 22000 
persons suffering from sugar 
disorders, nearly 3000 persons 
especially children and females 
suffering from mal-nutrition and 
1257 persons were found suffering 
from Tuberculosis (TB).

According to information by the 
chief minister presently nearly 29 
lakh families in the state suffering 
from a disease having family in-
come up to Rs 1.80 lakh annually 
are getting free treatment under 
‹Chirag› Card scheme apart from 
‹Ayushman› scheme in which 
these families  are eligible for free 
medical assistance up to Rs 5 lakh. 

Gujarat govt reinstates 
IAS Officer suspended 
in 2019 over bigamy 
allegations

New Delhi : The Gujarat 
government has reinstated 
senior IAS officer Gaurav Da-
hiya, who was suspended in 
2019 following accusations by a 
Delhi-based woman of bigamy 
and cheating.

The state government, 
through a notification issued 
by the General Administration 
Department, revoked Dahiya’s 
suspension and appointed him 
as the Additional Development 
Commissioner in Gandhinagar.

This decision relieves A.B. 
Rathod, who had been holding 
the additional charge of the post.

Dahiya, a 2010-batch IAS 
officer, faced suspension in Au-
gust 2019 on grounds of mis-
conduct and moral turpitude.

The woman claimed that 
Dahiya had married her in 
February 2018, concealing his 
prior marriage and wife, and 
subsequently subjected her to 
torture and blackmail using 
intimate photos.

In response, Dahiya alleged 
that he was “honey trapped” by 
the woman and that she had 
resorted to blackmail to extort 
money from him.

He further claimed that the 
woman had manipulated the 
photos of their alleged wedding 
to support her false allegations.

To investigate the woman’s 
accusations, the state govern-
ment had formed an inquiry 
committee headed by Principal 
Secretary Sunaina Tomar.

Heavy rainfall lashes 
Delhi, southwest 
monsoon intensifies

New Delhi : Delhiites woke 
up to heavy rainfall on Saturday 
morning, solidifying the presence 
of the active southwest monsoon 
in the national capital.

The minimum temperature 
also dipped to 25 degrees Celsius, 
three notches below the season’s 
average, the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said. How-
ever, the maximum is expected 
to hover around 36 degrees, it 
said. The relative humidity at 
8.30 a.m. was recorded at 74 
per cent. According to the IMD, 
heavy rains experienced in parts 
of Delhi and Noida served as a 
confirmation of the active south-
west monsoon prevailing in the 
area. “Light to moderate intensity 
intermittent rain and gusty winds 
with speed of 30-40 Km/h would 
occur over and adjoining areas of 
many places of North, South-West 
Delhi, South Delhi, South-East 
Delhi, East Delhi , NCR in next 
two hours, “ the weather forecast 
agency said in a tweet around 9 
a.m. Meanwhile, following the 
heavy rains in the city, waterlog-
ging was reported at Pusa Road, 
Pragati Maidan, Mathura Road, 
Bhairon Marg, Purana Quila Road, 
IGI Road, Adhchini Red Light, 
MB Road among others. 

New Delhi : Vegetables like potatoes, tomatoes, and onions are 
constants of most Indian meals but the recent surge in the prices of 
these staples has caused major disruptions to the monthly budgets of 
many households. In 2016, onions brought tears to consumers’ eyes, 
and now it is tomatoes that have turned sour. According to recent 
reports, the price of tomatoes has skyrocketed from Rs 15 per kg in 
the first week of May to an astonishing Rs 120-150 per kg in vari-
ous regions across the country. 
Wholesalers say that the price of 
vegetables have doubled in one 
week and their sales have been 
reduced by 40 per cent. “I am 
selling tomatoes at Rs 120 per 
kg while bottle gourd (lauki) is 
being sold at Rs 60 per kg. The 
coriander, which we usually gave as complimentary, is now at 300 
per kg. Cauliflower is at Rs 160 per kg and ginger is being sold at Rs 
400 per kg, ” said Manoj Kumar, a wholesale dealer of vegetables in 
Delhi and Noida. Meanwhile, the online vegetable selling apps have 
also witnessed rates spiking and Blinkit is selling tomatoes at Rs 
150 per kg, bottle gourd at Rs 61 for 400g-600g. “English cucumber 
rate has spiked to Rs 62 per 500 g–600 g. Green peas is at Rs 43 per 
250 gram, ” as per Blinkit. The recent surge in tomato prices has 
been attributed to the impact of heavy rainfall on the supply chain. 
Vegetable vendors and wholesalers are pointing towards the rains as 
the primary cause behind the disruption in tomato supply, leading 
to a significant increase in retail prices of this crucial kitchen staple.
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AribamBishwajit

Amidst the ongoing violence 
that shows no signs of abating, 
the people of Manipur continue 
to bear the brunt of the con-
flict. Displaced and left with 
no choice but to seek refuge in 
relief camps, thousands of indi-
viduals struggle to rebuild their 
lives. Barely seven kilometers 
away from the bustling heart 
of Imphal, a ray of hope flick-
ers at Praja Higher Secondary 
School in Lamsang, where a 
relief camp has been established 
by the resilient residents of the 
area. Within its walls, over 80 
individuals, including more than 
45 school-going children, find 
solace and safety from the at-
tacks and arson orchestrated 
by suspected Kuki militants. 

The majority of the camp’s 
residents hail from Phayeng, 
and many of the children arrived 
without their parents. These 
young ones are being looked 
after by volunteers and a hand-
ful of guardians who have come 
from their respective villages 
to offer their assistance. Most 
parents made the difficult de-
cision to send their children 
to the relief camp in order to 
protect them from the violence. 

These kids have big dreams and 
lofty ambitions, but their future 
hangs in the balance as the state 
government, led by N Biren 
Singh, has been unable to extin-
guish the fire that has engulfed 
Manipur for over two months. 
The continued violence has cast 
a dark cloud over the hopes and 
aspirations of these children.

Jackson Huirem, just 11 years 
old, watched helplessly as his 
house was set ablaze by a vio-
lent mob in PhoubakchaoIkhai, 
Bishnupur district. Despite this 
harrowing experience, he still 
aspires to become an IAS officer. 
Another child, RojiaThingom 
from Phayeng, dreams of be-
coming a politician and one 

day serving as a minister. The 
dreams and aspirations of these 
children, and many others like 
them, are being stifled by the 
current situation and the gov-
ernment’s inability to regain 
control. As the violence persists, 
the government keeps postpon-
ing the reopening of schools, 
which only further dampens 
the children’s hopes.

In a commendable effort to 
help the children in the camp, 
RupachandraAnoubam, a 
volunteer with a Postgraduate 
degree in Physical Education, 
has been conducting physical 
training classes. Recognizing 
the need to keep the children 
healthy and mentally sound, 

Mr.Anoubam started these 
classes at 6 am every morning, 
focusing on physical fitness and 
mental well-being. In addition 
to physical training, he also pro-
vides lessons on various subjects.

Another dedicated volun-
teer, Roosevelt Irungbam, who 
is pursuing a Ph.D. in Math-
ematics at Manipur University, 
teaches science and mathemat-
ics to students from grades 1 to 
12. He aims to ensure that these 
children remain academically 
engaged and ready to transition 
back to formal education when 
normalcy returns to Manipur.

While Mr.Anoubam and 
Mr.Irungbam are doing their 
best to make a difference in 
the lives of these school-going 
students, Anganwadi work-
ers from the area, including 
Ms.MandakiniKoijam, Mrs.
BhanuAribam, and Mrs.PriyaA-
noubam, have also recognized 
the importance of providing 
classes to the younger age 
groups. Their efforts have been 
supported by government offi-
cials, including MLA Sorokhaib-
amRajen Singh, who granted 
permission to start classes at 
the relief camp from June 1. 
Through singing, painting, and 
other preschool activities, these 

dedicated individuals are help-
ing the children subside the 
conflicts in their young minds.

Although the volunteers and 
Anganwadi officials are doing 
their best to provide education 
and support to the children, 
their efforts alone are not 
enough. The relief camp relies 
on the tireless work of women 
from nearby areas who remain 
stationed there 24/7, caring for 
the kids and also tending to the 
needs of women and young girls, 
including their health concerns.

LaijaThokchom, one of the 
volunteers, explains their com-
mitment: “A group of women, 
including myself, have been stay-
ing in the relief camp around 
the clock to look after the young 
kids and girls. I even brought my 
own kids to stay and play with 
them, making the relief camp feel 
like a home away from home.” 
With over 80 inmates, including 
more than 45 children, the relief 
camp requires special attention 
regarding food, education, and 
other necessities. The camp’s sus-
tainability depends on support 
from a few government offices 
as well as contributions from 
friends, family, and concerned 
individuals who have learned 
about the camp’s plight.

New Delhi: The Delhi High 
Court on Monday denied bail 
to former Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia’s bail 
plea in the 2021-22 excise policy 
case being probed by the En-
forcement Directorate.

A bench of Justice Dinesh 
Kumar Sharma said that Si-
sodia was not able to meet 
the twin conditions for grant 
of bail under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), and the triple test 
for grant of bail.

High Court observed that the 
order of the special judge M K 
Nagpal of Rouse Avenue Court 
denying bail to Sisodia was well 
reasoned and does not hold any 
illegality or infirmity.

“Learned Special Judge has 
passed a reasoned order on the 
basis of the material available 
on record. This court has also 
rejected the bail application of 

the accused... titled as Manish 
Sisodia v. CBI dated May 30, 
2023, ” Justice Sharma said.

The probe agency had ar-
rested Sisodia on March 9, 
after CBI had arrested him on 
February 26.

Justice Sharma also denied 
bail to co-accused persons Hy-
derabad businessman Abhishek 
Boinpally, AAP’s communica-
tions incharge Vijay Nair and 

General Manager of Pernod 
Ricard India Benoy Babu.

The court said that the allega-
tions against Nair are serious, he 
was a close associate Sisodia and 
that there is no infirmity in the 
trial court order which rejected 
his bail plea, too.

Sisodia was denied bail by the 
high court in the CBI case also 
on observing that the allegations 
are very serious.

New Delhi : The Gujarat 
government has reinstated 
senior IAS officer Gaurav Da-
hiya, who was suspended in 
2019 following accusations 
by a Delhi-based woman of 
bigamy and cheating.

The state government, 
through a notification issued 
by the General Administra-
tion Department, revoked 
Dahiya’s suspension and ap-
pointed him as the Additional 
Development Commissioner 
in Gandhinagar.

This decision relieves A.B. 
Rathod, who had been hold-
ing the additional charge of 
the post.

Dahiya, a 2010-batch IAS 
officer, faced suspension in 
August 2019 on grounds of 
misconduct and moral tur-
pitude.

The woman claimed that 
Dahiya had married her in 
February 2018, concealing 

his prior marriage and wife, 
and subsequently subjected 
her to torture and blackmail 
using intimate photos.

In response, Dahiya alleged 
that he was “honey trapped” 
by the woman and that she 
had resorted to blackmail to 
extort money from him.

He further claimed that 
the woman had manipulated 
the photos of their alleged 
wedding to support her false 

allegations.
To investigate the woman’s 

accusations, the state govern-
ment had formed an inquiry 
committee headed by Princi-
pal Secretary Sunaina Tomar.

Simultaneously, the 
Gandhinagar police con-
ducted an independent in-
vestigation into the matter 
following the woman’s formal 
complaint.

According to her, Dahiya 
married her in February 2018 
at Tirupati, assuring her that 
he would soon obtain a di-
vorce from his first wife.

She also claimed to possess 
photographic and video evi-
dence of the wedding.

About this, Dahiya in-
formed the police that al-
though they had previously 
reached a compromise, the 
woman had begun harass-
ing him with false claims of 
marriage.

Ambedkar statue in 
Lucknow vandalised, 
protest erupts

Lucknow: A statue of Dr 
B.R. Ambedkar was vandalised 
in Lucknow after which the 
locals staged a protest against 
the incident.

The incident took place on 
Tuesday in Bargadi Kalan 
village.

The villagers have demand-
ed the arrest of the miscreants 
before allowing the statue to 
be repaired.

“Till the time the police ar-
rest the person who vandalised 
the idol of Dr Ambedkar, the 
idol will not be allowed to be 
repaired. The idol will not be 
touched in any manner be-
cause the accused will not be 
apprehended and jailed, ” the 
villagers said.

They added that the same 
statue was vandalised some 
10 years ago as well.

However, the police some-
how pacified the matter and 
got the statue repaired.

Later, a case was also regis-
tered against unknown people.

New Delhi: Delhi Urban 
Development Minister Saurabh 
Bhardwaj on Tuesday wrote to 
Lieutenant Governor V.K. Saxena, 
requesting him to withdraw his 
order to demolish the Hanuman 
Temple in Chhawla in South-West 
district.

Bhardwaj stated that AAP MLA 
Gulab Singh had informed him 
about the order issued by the L-G 
to demolish the Hanuman Temple 
located in Singh’s constituency. 
Bhardwaj said the local residents 
are both angry and anxious about 
the matter. “Today, while inspect-
ing a drain in the Najafgarh area, 

my party MLA (Singh) took me to 
the Chhawla Hanuman Temple. 

Many people had also gathered 
there. The locals informed me 

that the temple was built after 
numerous road accidents occurred 
in the area. They believe that no 
major accidents took place there 
after the temple was established, 
“ Bhardwaj said. Bhardwaj also 
claimed that the temple does not 
affect traffic movement since it 
was constructed in a specific 
corner. “The Delhi government 
has also constructed a flyover in 
the area to ensure smooth traffic 
flow. Demolishing the temple just 
before the opening of the new 
bridge will be a bad omen and a 
significant insult to the faith of 
the locals, “ Bhardwaj said.

Satish Handa
Ambala 

A woman made a complaint 
with Mahila police station 
Ambala against a BJP leader 
Anshul Agarwal allegedly 
raped by him on the pretext 
of offering her a job, as such 
he hwas booked under various 
sections of the IPC 376 and 
420 for rape and cheating. 
The woman in her complaint 
alleged that she was raped on 
the pretext of providing her a 
job in OLX which was adver-
tised. Surinder Kaur in-charge 
Mahila police station told that 
police arrested alleged accuse 
on woman’s complaint and 
sent Anshul Agarwal to jail. He 
had had also contested Vidhan 
Sabha polls in 2019 on behalf 
of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) but 
badly defeated was able to get 
only 868 votes. Agarwal later 
left AAP and joined BJP in the 
presence of Aseem Goel MLA 
Ambala City constituency. 

In her complaint, the vic-
tim woman alleged that she 
had come in the contact of the 
alleged ccuse when she ap-
proached him for job which 
was offered to her as billing 
clerk. Surinder Kaur In-charge 
Mahila police station said the 
victim also alleged that she was 
raped by alleged accuse Ans-
hul Agarwal number of times 
including in hotel and also be-
came pregnant twice and was 
got terminated by alleged accuse 
who had assured her to marry 
but lingering on this matter. 
She told that Anshul had even 
applied ‘Sindoor- on her head 
assuring to marry. The doc-
tor involved in termination of 
pregnancy of the complainant 
Vinod was also booked for illegal 
termination of the complainant 
woman. However, when con-
tacted BJP’s District president 
about this matter who refused 
that Anshul Agarwal was not 
linked with their party just was 
a follower..

Satish Handa

Since past couple of years gang-
sters and hard core criminals 
from Punjab and U.P have 
increased criminal activities 
in Haryana in which districts 
adjoining Punjab state includ-
ing Ambala, Yamunanagar and 
Panchkula as well as industrial 
town Panipat district neighbor-
ing U.P have been worst affected 
due to increasing cases of rob-
beries, dacoities, snatichings 
and murders. While conduct-
ing a survey of crimes situation 
by a team of media persons at 
industrial town Panipat having 
more than 5000 industrial units 
manufacturing textile and han-
dloom products crime situation 
is out of control in-spite of the 
fact police has increased security 
measures, night patrolling and 
have installed nearly 70 police 
barriers in the the area. Informa-
tion by Ajit Singh Shekhawat SP 
Panipat reveals that youths from 
nearby areas Baghpat, Shamli, 
Jhinjhana and Meerut district 
have criminal background com-
mitting criminal activities and 
manage to escape. 

According to Shekhawat SP, 
district Panipat has witnessed 32 
cases of robbery, three dacoities, 
28 cases of murder, 46 snatch-
ing cases and large number of 
miscellaneous crimes in past five 

to six months in which police 
arrested 177 hard core criminals 
from nearly 25 gangs active in 
the area when police arrested 
42 snatchers wanted in more 
than 28 snatching cases and 
most of the criminals involved 
in crimes were hailing from ad-
joining U.P area. SP told media 
persons that district police have 
busted 25 gangs of criminals in 
the past about five months which 
included 177 persons and most of 
them were those released from 
jails on bales and started com-
mitting crimes again while on 
parole. He said, out of 28 murder 
cases registered at various po-
lice stations in Panipat district, 
police have already solved 26 
cases and arrested 43 accused. 
SP said that in the same way out 
of 32 robbery cases police have 
solved 28 cases so far in which 
92 accused were arrested by po-
lice. and efforts are being made 
for the arrest of the remaining 
accused.

According to information, as 
many as six ATM thefts were 
reported to the Panipat police 
in which police arrested a gang 
led by an ex-army employee 

Sukhvinder Singh alias Sukha 
a resident of Patiala district. 
Shekhawat said that police ar-
rested four members of the gang 
when they committed an ATM 
robbery on 3rd May this year. 
However, two members of the 
gang manage to flee abroad. It 
was decided three police forces 
from Haryana, Punjab and U.P 
should join hands along with the 
National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) to list out and map the en-
tire network of various criminal 
syndicates active in the northern 
states. The decision was taken in 
high-level inter-state coordina-
tion meeting held in Panchkula 
under the chairmanship of NIA 
director general Dinkar Gupta, 
a Punjab cadre IPS officer and 
former DGP of Punjab. DGP 
Haryana PK Agrawal under-
lined the urgency of taking swift 
and decisive action to dismantle 
the networks of these criminal 
syndicates. Gaurav Yadav DGP 
Punjab present in this meeting 
said, growing nexus between 
criminals and gangsters with 
their inter-state linkages and 
conflicts, has become a cause for 
concern for the northern states.

Satish Handa
Naraingarh

Health department Kurukshetra 
and Ambala teams in joint raid 
at a house in Krishna Colony 
near civil hospital Naraingarh 
in Ambala dis-
trict busted a 
gang involved in 
checking sex of 
unborn child in 
pregnant wom-
en and arrested 
three persons including two bro-
kers identified as Gurmel Singh 
and Nirmal Singh both residents 
of Ambala district along with a 
woman Neelam owner of the 
house in Krishna Colony near the 
civil hospital Naraingarh where 
illegal pre-natal sex examination 
of unborn child was going on. 
However, the prime accused in 

the case, Purshottam, a so-called 
doctor,managed to escape along 
with the portable ultrasound 
machine. After registration of a 
case police started searching for 
the arrest of absconding accused.

The deal to determine sex 
of the unborn 
child was fi-
nalized at Rs 
30,000 when 
Kurukshetra 
health depart-
ment prepared 

a pregnant woman and handed 
over currency notes and both 
brokers took her to Naraingarh. 
Police recovered a Rs 500 cur-
rency note from Neelam, given 
to her by the prime accused for 
using the place for this illegal 
act and managed to abscond 
along with remaining money 
during the raid. 

Satish Handa

Continuing internal rift between 
Haryana state Congress party 
senior leaders sees three of its 
stalwarts, Randeep Surjewala 
AICC General Secretary , Ku-
mari Selja a former HPCC 
president and Kiran Choud-
hary MLA from Tosham going 
on since a long time although 
they claim no rift exists between 
them but it is an open fact that 
they have joined hands against 
former Chief Minister and 
leader of opposition in Haryana 
Vidhan Sabha Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda. Despite the efforts by re-
cent appointment of new party 
president Deepak Babria the 
the internal conflict still seems 
to persist because three leaders 
feel themselves sidelined, have 
decided to unify their efforts 
to try and assert dominance 
in the race to the forthcoming 
2024 polls in Haryana making 
a public display of their unity 
before the high command but it 
cannot be denied that faction in 
senior party leaders may prove 
harmful and weaken the party.

Needless to say that Hooda 
possesses strong influence in the 
state politics and it was only due 

to him Congress was able to get 
reasonable number of seats in 
Haryana during previous 2019 
Vidhan Sabha polls and in case 
had alliance with would have 
been in power in the state today 
in-spite of ‹Modi wave› all over in 
the country. The trio: Randeep 
Surjewala, Kumari Selja, and 
Kiran Choudhary were having 
their differences in the past also, 
but the dominance of Hooda’s 
faction has prompted them to 
join hand together to secure their 
appearance and political futures 
in the state, thus united against 
Hooda leaving aside previous 
differences in order to remain in 
power if the Congress return to 
power in Haryana after about a 
decade. Sources reveal that of the 
30 Congress MLAs in Haryana, 
Hooda have the support of at 
least 25 or above MLAs . 

Satish Handa
Ambala

A woman drugs smuggler identified as Geeta was arrested by 
a police patrolling party during night on a clue that a female 
carrying intoxicated capsules is the 
area near bus stand Ambala Cantt, as 
such police held a barrier opposite Shiv 
temple near the old fish market when 
after sometime saw a woman carrying 
hand bag was coming. Police stopped 
suspected woman and started checking 
when found 80 strips containing 1656 
intoxicated capsules in her bag. She was arrested by the police 
and taken to Sadar police station where a case under NDPS act 
was refistered against her since she failed to produce any bill 
for the drugs. Information reveals that much increased number 
of cases have been registered at Ambala during year 2022 as 
compared to previous year 2021 under NDPS Act ,recording 
116 cases registeredn as against 91 cases were registered during 
previous year 2021 in which police arrested 116 drug smug-
glers and recovered 11 kg 457 gm opium, 1 quintal 6 kg poppy 
husk, 23 kg 454 gm ganja, 1 kg 213 gm heroine, 213 intoxicated 
injections and 45000 intoxicated tablets and capsules. While 
talking to media persons here SP Ambala Jashandeep Singh 
Randhawa told that during year 2022 Ambala police had 
arrested 182 drugs smugglers in 147 cases registered under 
NDPS Act recovering 18 kg 374 gm opium, 17 quintal 42 kg 
poppy husk, 30 kg ganja, 5kg 475 gm heroine, 950 intoxicated 
injections and 65000 intoxicated tablets.

India has become 
the fifth economy 
of the world due to 
Modi: Anil Vij
Satish Handa
Ambala 

Haryana Home and Health Min-
ister Anil Vij said that there should 
be one law for all in the country 
and there should not be separate 
laws for people. He was interact-
ing with media persons at PWD 
Rest House Ambala cantt during 

Public Durbar. 
regarding the 
Uniform Civil 
Code during the 
Janata Darbar 
in Ambala lis-
tening to public 
grievances which 

continued till late Saturday night. 
While responding, Vij said that 
it is a matter of discussion in the 
whole country at this time and 
almost everyone is agreeing that 
there should be one law for every-
one in the country. Discussion is 
going on and only after the discus-
sion some step will be taken on it. 
Expressed proud over today India 
has become the fifth economy of 
the world due to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Home Minister 
said that the President of Russia 
praised ‘Make in India’ initiative, 
on which Anil Vij praised Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and said 
that due to the thinking and efforts 
of Modi today we have become 
the fifth economy in the world.

Satish Handa
Ambala

Police seized drugs (Chitta) of value 
worth Rs 1.25 crore from a youth 
identified as Ravinder Kumar alias 
Ravi a resident of Madhugarh in 
Mohindergarh district on July 1st 
night when he was moving un-
der suspiceous condition behind 
B.D. Flour Mills Ambala cantt. 
During search police recovered 
drugs from him and a case under 
section NDPS Act was registered 
against him. During preliminary 
investigation arrested youth told 
that he was supplying drugs to a 
supplier Tejvinder Singh a resident 
of Ramkishen Colony Ambala Cantt 
having a network of drugs supply 
in the area. Police during a raid 
arrested Tejvinder Singh and both 
were produced in the court on Juky 

2 and sent under judicial remand. 
Addressing media persons, SP 

Ambala Jashandeep Singh Randha-
wa said that woman drugs peddlar 
Geeta arrested a couple of days ago 
while carrying hundreds of intoxi-
cated capsules near old fish market 
Ambala Cantt disclosed that she had 
brought capsules from a chemist 

Vishal running a medical store at 
village Manuganj in Lakhimpur 
Kheri district in U.P when police 
team raided the chemist shop and 
also arrested the chemist Vishal and 
brought to Ambala. Randhawa said 
that Ambala police has arrested 173 
drug smugglers so far registering 
100 cases under NDPS Act.

Education in Limbo: Violence in Manipur disrupts 
children’s future, relief camps seek support

Volunteers of Matai Society, Moirang, operating a Trauma Response Center 
(TRC), gather for a group photo after sharing their experiences.� Photo: FW

Delhi HC denies bail to Sisodia, 
others in excise policy case

Gujarat govt reinstates IAS Officer suspended in 2019 over bigamy allegations

Saurabh Bhardwaj urges L-G to halt demolition of Hanuman Temple in Chhawla

Ambala political leader 
arrested in rape case

Gangsters from Punjab & U.P spreading 
criminal activities in Haryana

Health department teams busted a racket 
involved in checking sex of unborn child 

Drug ‘Chitta’ of value worth Rs 1.25 
crore seized seized by Ambala police

Rift amid senior Congress leaders continues, 
‘Tigdi’ of 3 leaders unite against Hooda

Woman drugs smuggler arrested 
with 1656 intoxicated capsules
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A consumer court imposed a 
heavy fine on Thai Airways 
after a passenger from Delhi 
NCR was served non-veg 
food on a flight to Melbourne 
even after he had stated his 
choice of food at the time of 
booking the ticket. When the 
food served between Delhi 
and Bangkok seemed odd 
and the passenger inquired, 
it was found that he was given 
nonveg food. When the air-
line did not respond to the 
complaint over email, the 

passenger filed a case in the 
consumer court. For those 
who do not eat non-veg food, 
such a situation becomes very 
troublesome. By the way, let 
me tell you that nonveg food is 
also responsible for increasing 
global warming. Raising an 
animal requires more water 
than farming, and the ani-
mals emit harmful gases. One 
should have compassion to-
wards animals and birds and 
given the damage caused to 
the environment, it is prudent 

to eat vegetarian food.
 From individuals to com-

panies, governments, and 
nations, efforts have to be 
made at every level to save 
the environment. For this, 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals have been issued by the 
United Nations. Information 
about this has been given in 
the report of Hurun India. 
According to the report, 29 of 
India’s top 50 companies that 
have taken measures in this 
direction include ITC, Infosys, 
Cipla, Adani Port, Mahindra & 
Mahindra, UltraTech Cement, 
Hindustan Zinc and Tech Ma-
hindra. Inspired by this list, 
other companies can step up 
their efforts. Many companies 
are constantly turning to such 
energy sources, which cause 
the least harm to the environ-
ment. For this, water recycling 
plants and solar energy plants 

are being set up. By doing this, 
not only will the environment 
be safe, but the operational 
cost will also be reduced. Sad-
hguru Jagdish Jaggi Vasudev 
considers soil not as inert 
matter, but as the source of 
life. He did a 100-day global 
bike tour to create awareness 
around soil and environment 
conservation. Sadhguru says 
that regenerating the soil will 

help in tackling the current 
environmental challenges.

 Management consulting 
firm McKinsey and Compa-
ny conducted a survey in 13 
countries in which most air 
travelers expressed concern 
about air pollution caused by 
airplanes. About 5,500 people 
were consulted in the survey, 
of which 40 percent agreed 
to pay two percent additional 

money if the carbon emis-
sions are reduced. In Spain, 
60 percent of air passengers 
expressed their desire to opt 
for carbon-neutral flights. Not 
only aircraft, but some trains 
also add to the air pollution, 
primarily diesel engine-driven 
trains. In India, 37 percent of 
trains are still dependent on 
diesel engines. They cause a 
lot of pollution, and to reduce 
this the railway is working to-
wards using biodiesel in the 
fossil fuel-based engines. The 
Ministry of Railways plans to 
completely electrify the railways 
by the end of this year, that is, 
the above 37 percent of diesel 
locomotives should also be re-
placed by electric locomotives. 
Diesel engines of freight trains 
may need a little longer time.

The author is a senior journalist 
and columnist, views are personal.

Nonveg food is also responsible for the increase in 
global warming. Raising an animal requires more water 
than farming, and the animals emit harmful gases. That 
is why it is prudent to switch to vegetarian food.

Nonveg food impacts the environment

Kavita Sharma
New Delhi

The Congress party slams Modi 
govt. over the skyrocketed prices 
of the essential commodities in 
the country, addresses the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi as “ Me-
hangai Man”. The party also asks 
the government to reduce the 
excise duty on fuel immediately. 

Displaying a basket full of 
vegetables like Tomatoes, Gin-
ger, Green Chillies, Garlic and 
some groceries items, Congress 
Spokesperson Supriya Srinate 
attacked BJP govt over increas-
ing price rise. The prices of the 
food items are so high that it 
has become unaffordable for a 
common man, it is very difficult 
for anybody to survive in such 
situations. Addressing a press 
conference in New Delhi, Con-

gress spokesperson Supriya Sri-
nate said the prices of tomatoes 
which were around Rs 20-30 last 
month have now gone up to Rs 
100-150. Showing the Basket full 
of vegetables costing around Rs 
1070, Supriya suggested everyone 
to gift such expensive baskets to 
people in the functions instead 
of sweets.

According to her the ruthless 
taxation leads to additional cost 
of transportation that eventually 
leads to price hike on vegetables 
and fruits. The govt. should re-
verse the prices of the essential 
commodities soon. The com-
mon man on one side has to 
face inflation and on the other 
unemployment. Even those who 

are employed were not having 
enough income, she said. “ We ex-
pect the govt to stop profiteering 
through taxes. Prices of Biscuits, 
tea leaves, and other snacks have 
also gone up, she added.    

The All Indian Mahila Con-
gress also held a protest out-
side BJP office in New Delhi, 
demanding relief for people 

from rising inflation of essential 
commodities.  The women wing 
also accused the Delhi Police 
of manhandling and violating 
protocols.” Delhi Police under 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
does not miss any opportunity 
to break rules, conventions and 
procedures laid out in the Police 
manual to intimidate and harass 
protesters raising their voices 
against the Modi Government. 
They have broken all protocols 
by sending male officers to 
manhandle Mahila Congress 
workers protesting against rise in 
prices of essential commodities” 
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh 
tweeted.

Meanwhile Congress is all set 
to ask questions of price hike 
of essential commodities in the 
forthcoming Monsoon session 
of the parliament.

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bengaluru

In a major milestone, ISRO 
announced it has integrated 
the Chandrayaan-3 spcecraft 
with launch vehicle—GSLV-
MKE or LVM3. ISRO  is 
looking at a mid- July launch 
window for India’s third lunar 
mission and a second attempt 
at asoft-landing equipment on 
the Moon. While Chandry-
aan-3 is a follow on mission 
to Chandrayaan-2, unlike its 
predecessor, Which carried 
an orbiter along with a lander 
and rover, this  spacecraft is 
composite of three modules: 
Propulsion,lander  and rover.

ISRO carried out several 
changes on the lander for 
Chandrayaan-3, After its 
failed landing attempt in 
September 2019. This time 
around, Vikram, the lander 
will have sronger legs than 
its previous avatar to enable 
landing at greater velocities 
than earlier.The  lander  legs, 

for instance, have seen major 
changes. Their velocity toler-
ance has been enhanced to 
3m/sec from the earlier wm/
sec. That means even at 3m/
sec, the lander will not crash 
or break its legs. Isro has made 
several other changes, learning 
from the failures of predeces-
sor Chandrayaan-2.

ISRO  has also added more 
fuel to handle more disrup-
tions, with the “ability to come 
back”, allowing more cushion 
to handle the mission. A new 
sensor called the laser Doppler 
velocity metre, will look at the 
lunar terrain.

S.Somanath, ISRO Chair-
man ,  told media  a lot of im-
provements have been made 
on the lander. ISRO has also 
improved the software to have 
more tolerance to failures, such 
as engine disruptions, thrust 
disruptions, sensor failures, 
etc, While also removing  the 
central or fith engine, which 
was a last-minute addition 
to Chandrayaan-2, he added.

Aribam Bishwajit
Imphal (Manipur)

In a powerful display of unity 
and determination, thousands 
of women gathered at the Sek-
maijin Bazar bridge to stage a 
sit-in protest, effectively block-
ing the road. The demonstration 
was prompted by the shocking 
disappearance of two young 
individuals from the area, whose 
brutal killings were captured 
in videos circulating on Face-
book, allegedly at the hands 
of Kuki militants. The missing 
youths, Sagolsem Ngaliba and 
Irengbam Chinkheingamba, 
both from Sekmaijin Khunou in 
Kakching district were last seen 
on July 4, and their whereabouts 
remained unknown.

Thounaojam Ayangleima 
Chanu, one of the women pro-

testers, expressed her outrage 
at the viral videos, stating, “We 
have been deeply concerned 
about the safety of these two 
youths since July 4, given the 
ongoing situation in the state. 
To our dismay and horror, we 
witnessed on Facebook two viral 
videos showing our children 

being tortured and mercilessly 
slain by Kuki militants, shot in 
the head and dumped into a pit. 
We have witnessed this brutality, 
and it is unbearable.” Ms. Chanu 
stressed the significance of the 
sit-in protest, emphasizing that 
they could not allow their youth 
to perish in such a manner.

FW Desk
New Delhi 

We are clocking an average 
monthly revenue of Rs. 1.69 
lakh crore in FY 2023-24 be-
cause of improved compliance 
and greater formalisation of the 
economy. Revenues are growing 
without having to increase tax 
rates to match revenue neutral 
rate. The number of registered 
taxpayers now stands at around 
1.40 crore from 67.83 lakhs when 
GST started, said Shashank Priya, 
Member (GST), CBIC, Ministry 
of Finance, at the National Con-
clave on 6 years of GST organised 
by ASSOCHAM.

“The GST law which is com-
pletely home grown has now 
stabilised. The GST law which 
appeared complex at the begin-

ning is now understood well by 
both trade and officials. A pilot 
is in the works for biometric 
authentication of Aadhaar of 
high-risk applicants with OTP 
verification on e-mail and mo-
bile number linked to PAN. Risk 
score will be determined on the 
basis of detailed risk parameters 
and sophisticated data analytics 
which will be further made robust 
by using Artificial intelligence 
and Machine Learning” he said.

“Special attention has been 
paid to MSMEs under GST and 
they now have easier access to a 
unified market through a more 
facilitate interstate movement 
of goods. The burden of record 
keeping, multiple audit and re-
turn scrutiny have been eased 
and the provision of online pay-
ment has saved them labour. To 

facilitate easier compliance, the 
benefit of composition schemes 
for annual turnover upto Rs. 1.5 
crore QRMP for annual turnover 
upto Rs. 5 crore, optional annual 
return, waiver of annual reconcili-

ation statement and filing NIL 
returns through SMS have been 
extended to MSMEs.” he added.

Speaking at the conclave, 
Manish Kumar Sinha, CEO, 
Goods and Services Tax Network 

(GSTN), said “Circumstances and 
overall direction of GST would 
indicate that we are moving to-
wards vendor ratings which may 
include providing all relevant 
data points to the industry to 
arrive at the same. On one hand 
there is the issue of fake dealers 
and on the other there is a large 
segment of industry that is com-
pliant. The GST law has a section 
dedicated to compliance rating 
and this will in one form or the 
other come into play. 

From a industry usage perspec-
tive, a committee is deliberating 
on placing more data in the public 
domain which will provide more 
insight on geography and indus-
try specific information based 
on GST data. We  are also in the 
process of integrating GSTR1 
data as a financial information 

provider on account aggregator 
platform. More such platforms 
with linkages to GST will be set-
up. For MSME credits becoming 
available based on their GST ac-
tivity will be a reality very soon.” 
He added.

Setting the context at the 
conclave, Pratik Jain, Chair-
man, National Council on In-
direct Taxes ASSOCHAM said, 
“With the implementation of 
GST the number of taxpayers 
has increased across the country 
and the improvement in the ef-
ficiency of the supply chain. The 
new taxation process has resulted 
in a reduction in product prices, 
benefitting the consumers. The 
government has collected around 
1.5 lakh crore through GST and 
the next phase of GST is set for 
consumer empowerment.”

BJP appoints new 
state presidents in AP, 
Telangana, Punjab 
and Jharkhand

New Delhi: In view of the 
Lok Sabha elections to be held 
in 2024 and the upcoming As-
sembly elections, the BJP in an 
organisational reshuffle on Tues-
day, appointed new state presi-
dents in Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Punjab and Jharkhand.

BJP President J.P. Nadda has 
appointed former Union Min-
ister D Purandeshwari as the 
new state President of Andhra 
Pradesh. Purandeswari, who had 
joined the BJP in 2014, is daugh-
ter of former Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister and Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) founder N. 
T. Rama Rao. She replaced Somu 
Veerraju. Union Minister G. Kis-
han Reddy has been made the 
President of Telangana. Kishan 
Reddy, currently Union minister 
for tourism and culture, replaced 
Bandi Sanjay, who is also an MP. 
Assembly elections in Telangana 
are due to be held later this year 
while Assembly polls in Andhra 
Pradesh are scheduled along 
with Lok Sabha elections next 
year. In view of the assembly 
elections to be held this year in 
Telangana, former state min-
ister Etela Rajendra has also 
been appointed as the chairman 
of the Election Management 
Committee.

FW Desk

The Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh High Court has upheld 
the acquittal of Border Security 
Force (BSF) personnel who were 
charged in the case of an Army 
patrol firing incident during the 
Kargil War, LiveLaw reported. 

A bench of Justices Sanjay 
Dhar and Rajesh Sekhri noted 
that there was no evidence to 
establish that the accused had 
deliberately fired upon the Army 
patrol party. The defendants had 
been acquitted by the Sessions 
Court of charges under Sections 
302/307/34 of the Ranbir Pe-
nal Code (RPC). The incident in 
question occurred on the night of 
July 16 and July 17, 1999, when 
a BSF bunker allegedly fired 
upon an Army patrol party led 
by Lieutenant Sanjiv Dahiya. 

Three soldiers were killed, and 
another was severely injured. 

Initially considered an acciden-
tal death, the situation changed 
when the injured soldier, Sepoy 
Keshav Singh, revealed that the 
BSF personnel had opened fire 
after the patrol party attempted 
to signal them using a flashlight.

Based on Sepoy Singh’s state-
ment, a First Information Report 

(FIR) was filed, and an investi-
gation ensued. The prosecution 
presented its case, highlighting 
the alleged deliberate actions 
of the BSF personnel and the 
absence of evidence suggesting 
a threat to the BSF bunker. They 
also presented reports indicating 
that the bullets recovered from 
the deceased soldiers matched the 
weapons issued to the accused.

A day after the dust of the 
Maharashtra political quake 
hovers in the air, the Opposi-
tion Maha Vikas Aghadi got 
into a war-mode with Shiv 
Sena (UBT) MP and Chief 
Spokesperson Sanjay Raut 
predicting that the state will 
soon get a new Chief Minis-
ter, here on Monday.

Speaking to mediapersons, 
Raut said that the Shiv Sena 
CM Eknath Shinde’s days 
are numbered and even its 
ally BJP has perceived this.

“At best, he is a ‘tempo-
rary guest’ (‘kuchh dinon ka 
mehmaan’). The Speaker’s 
verdict on the disqualifica-
tion of 16 MLAs including 
Shinde has to come soon. 
The BJP has realised that 
Shinde has outlived his utility 
and the NCP split is to safe-
guard their position later, “ 
said Raut.

The Sena (UBT) leader 
added that Ajit Pawar has 
become Deputy CM for a re-
cord 5th time, “but his target 
is higher, the post of CM”.

“After the Speaker’s ver-
dict, there will be a change 
of guard in the state and Ajit 
Pawar’s deal is for the top 
post. The state will get a new 

CM soon, “ Raut reiterated.
He added how the BJP 

has been rattled by its May 
rout in Karnataka and all 
recent surveys indicating an 
even worse debacle for it in 
Maharashtra whenever the 
elections are held here.

“All this is being done to 
salvage their position in the 
state. First they broke the 
Shiv Sena and now they have 
split the NCP, but the people 
of the state are watching all 
this and will not spare them, 
“ he declared.

Pulling the government’s 
ears, Raut lamented that 
Sunday (July 2), the bodies 
of the 25 (out of 26) victims 
of the Buldhana bus trag-
edy on early Saturday, who 
hailed from different parts of 
the state, were being given a 
mass cremation in Buldhana.

“As their pyres burnt, in 
Mumbai there was rejoic-
ing, handshakes and hugs in 
Raj Bhavan where the new 
Deputy CM and Ministers 
were sworn-in… This was 
improper, they should have 
at least waited for the cre-
mation fires to extinguish 
before their celebrations, ” 
said Raut.

New Delhi: Congress General 
Secretary Jairam Ramesh on 
Monday said that BJP’s opera-
tion in Mumbai has strength-
ened the opposition resolve.

“Yesterday, when the BJP 
washing Machine restarted in 
Mumbai with its Income Tax, 
CBI, ED (ICE) detergent, BJP-
inspired obituaries on Opposi-
tion unity were being planted. 
The obit writers will be disap-
pointed, ” Ramesh said. He said 
that the next meeting of the op-
position parties -- which met in 
Patna on June 23 -- will be held 
in Bengaluru on July 17 and 18. 
“If anything the Mumbai opera-

tions have strengthened opposi-
tion’s resolve, ” Ramesh said.

His remarks came after 
Congress General Secretary 
(organisation) KC Venugopal 
announced that second meet-
ing of opposition parties will 
be held in Bengaluru on July 
17 and 18. The second meeting 
of the opposition parties comes 

two days prior to crucial Parlia-
ment’s Monsoon Session that 
will begin on July 20 and will 
continue till August 11.

The Opposition meeting was 
initially supposed to take place in 
Shimla. However, on Thursday 
(June 29), NCP Supremo Sharad 
Pawar said that the venue has 
been shifted to Bengaluru. The 
fresh dates of the second meeting 
of the Opposition parties comes a 
day after a split in the Nationalist 
Congress Party’ (NCP) follow-
ing Sharad Pawar’s nephew Ajit 
Pawar’s rebellion and alliance 
with the BJP-Eknath Shinde 
government in Maharashtra.

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bangalore 

The National Centre for Biological 
Sciences (NCBS) announces the 
launch of the ‘Rohini Nilekani 
Centre for Brain and Mind’, a cen-
tre dedicated to advancing Indian 
research and practice pertaining 
to neurodevelopment disorders 
and mental health. The centre 
will focus on the long-term ex-
amination of environmental and 
genetic factors involved in brain 
development which underlie se-
vere mental illnesses.

Rohini Nilekani, Chairperson 
- Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies, 
unveiled the plaque to mark the 
inauguration of ‘the Center for 
Brain and Mind’ today in the 
NCBS campus in Bengaluru. 
The guests present included Prof. 
K. VijayRaghavan - DAE Homi 
Bhabha Chair, NCBS-TIFR, Prof. 
Sanjeev Jain - Emeritus Professor, 
NIMHANS, Prof. Mahendra Rao 
- Former Collaborative Science 
Chair, inStem & CEO, Implant 
Therapeutics, and Prof. Maneesha 
Inamdar - Director inStem.

The centre will support re-
search through its partnership 
with the National Institute of 
Mental Health and Neurosciences 
(NIMHANS) and NCBS’ thera-
peutic practices pertaining to five 
mental disorders: schizophrenia, 
bipolar disorder, addiction, ob-
sessive-compulsive disorder, and 
dementia – conditions considered 

neurodevelopment in origin. The 
research work of the centre will 
combine the molecular biological 
research capabilities and tech-
nologies at NCBS with the stem 
cell capabilities established at 
the Institute for Stem Cell Sci-
ence and Regenerative Medicine 
(inStem-DBT), an autonomous 
institution under the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology, Govt. of 
India. inStem has been and will 
continue to partner with NCBS 
on research activities, including 
that of the Accelerator program 
for Discovery in Brain disorders 
using Stem cells (ADBS).

Speaking about the centre, 
Rohini Nilekani, Chairperson of 
Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies, 
said, “India has a significant num-
ber of people, around 193 mil-
lion, dealing with mental illness. 
The proportional contribution of 
mental disorders to the total dis-
ease burden in India had almost 
doubled since 1990, and this calls 
for urgent attention. ‘The Centre 
for Brain and Mind’ will attempt 
to address this challenge by driv-
ing interdisciplinary research to 
understand the complexities of 
brain and mind conditions. More 
Research originating from India 
is critical at this juncture. The 
collaboration between NCBS and 
NIMHANS will provide globally 
relevant insights, evidence and 
pathways for better treatment 
for millions of people in India 
and the world. 

Congress slams Modi govt over price hike of Essential Commodities

Mumbai operation has strengthened opposition’s resolve: Cong

Improved compliance leading to continual increase in GST revenues and registrations through the year: Shashank Priya NCBS Launches ‘Rohini Nilekani 
Centre for Brain & Mind’ for 
Research on Severe Mental Illnesses
An outcome of the INR 
100 Crores grant given 
to NCBS and NIMHANS 
to further long-term 
research and build 
capacity for both research 
and practice in the 
mental health field.

Chandrayaan-3 integrated 
with launch vehicle: ISRO

Viral video of gruesome murder prompts thousands 
of women stage protest at Sekmaijin Bazar

BSF personnel acquitted of charges 
in Kargil war killing of 3 soldiers

Shinde a ‘temporary guest’, Maha to 
get new CM soon, claims Sanjay Raut
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Amitabh Kant, India’s G20 Sherpa, 
stressed at a recent Urban-20 
City Sherpas’ meet that a master 
plan is crucial for any city to 

manage urbanisation. There have been 
similar calls in the past. Are master plans 
really a panacea?

A master plan is an instrument of gov-
ernance for urban local bodies (ULBs). It 
has recently received extensive attention 
in national policy discussions, and rightly 
so. The Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs has recommended that master 
plans in cities should be revisited for the 
improved governance of cities. The Na-
tional Mission for Clean Ganga has been 
advocating such a step to protect urban wa-
ter bodies; yet, the idea has not advanced 
beyond exhortations. Why? Much needs 
to be understood, for the scholarship on 
master plans is puzzlingly shallow.

Statutory and spatial
The renewed focus on the concept of a 

master plan is to be welcomed. But few 
acknowledge its distinct status as the sole 
statutory instrument of governance. Many 
plans to improve sanitation, infrastructure 
and social inclusion are dependent on 
particular programmes, but these are at 
best ephemeral and incremental as they 
are centrally funded. The discourse tends 
to blur this distinction and, as a result, 
obscures the significance of the master 
plan as the instrument of governance. A 
further complication is that the master plan 
is an archaic concept whose sales-pitch is 
more spectacular than its performance. 
There are at least four reasons for this.

First, the master plan instrument is 
dated. The concept, configuration and 
rationalities of this instrument as well as 
the institutional structures surrounding 
it are conceived by template legislations 
drafted in the 1950s. These were then rep-
licated by States as laws of town planning. 

These conceptions do not accommodate 
later sensibilities, such as the imperatives 
of environmental protection that can be 
linked to 1974 when the Water Act was 
enacted. While this is a central legislation 
focused on industrial pollution, the legal 
and institutional frame of the master plan 
remained unchanged with its archaic con-
ceptions of land development for urban 
service rationalities.

Second, a master plan is simply a spatial 
plan of land-use allocation supported by 
bye-laws and development control regu-
lations. Thus, it essentially embodies a 
spatial vision for cities.

Third, this spatial vision is at the core 
of institutional structures, cultures and 
practices of ULBs. The edifice of urban gov-
ernance is built around this spatial vision 
and provision of urban services. The ULBs 
are cultivated and shaped by the agenda 
of regulating spatial growth and remain 
slaves to these ideas and conceptions. As a 
result, the demands imposed on them by 
the new visions (of programmatic plans) 
suffer. These incapacities and tensions 
often manifest in a multitude of specialist 

institutional responses – the most recent 
being outsourced project management 
units. These responses are often driven by 
short-term goals and political expediencies. 
Ideally, these arrangements should lead, 
but do not necessarily, to the transforma-
tion of urban institutional cultures.

Fourth, the statutory and spatial nature 
of the master plan can pose constraints 
on the programmatic plans, especially 
the spatially associated ones such as the 
plans for protection of water bodies. Most 
water-body related projects negotiate the 
challenges of encroachment of floodplains 
as encroachments in ex-post. So, should the 
instrument of master plan be reimagined 
to accommodate these emerging demands 
and sensibilities of urban governance?

Close to 65% of India’s urban settle-
ments do not have master plans, according 
to NITI Aayog. A quick perusal of related 
laws reveals that there is no set criteria 
for mandating a spatial plan to regulate 
urban growth. The approach is ad-hoc, 
to be notified by State governments. For 
a variety of reasons — primarily lack of 
human and financial resources — such 

notifications of mandatory spatial plans 
are delayed. Town planners end up dealing 
with most urban governance challenges 
as fait accompli. The encroachments on 
floodplains are an example.

Reimagine spatial planning
Therefore, urban planning in India 

must be reimagined urgently. How? First, 
we must acknowledge that the master plan 
instrument may be limited by its archaic 
conceptions and entrenched institutional 
cultures. To assume that it would serve 
the expanded scope of urban governance 
is far-fetched and can be self-defeating. 
Second, there is no need to go far for les-
sons to do this. Indian cities offer enough 
experiences to learn from. For instance, 
many States have tried supplementing 
the inadequacies of the master plan with 
innovative bye-laws. Much of this experi-
mental and experiential understanding 
is, however, dispersed, and is restricted 
to the domain of praxis. The scholarship 
has not done well to translate it to inform 
policy-thinking. Third, the incapaci-
ties in urban planning and governance 
highlighted by the 2021 report of the 
NITI Aayog must receive priority. And it 
should begin with an elevated attention 
to the spatial (town) planning profession 
and education.

The era of planetary urbanisation brings 
spatial planning into sharp focus, and 
calls for reimaging the spatial planning 
framework in India. Recent moves such as 
Gati Shakti and Model Rural Transforma-
tion Acts are a reflection of this growing 
demand. But these are too feeble, remote 
and limited. The Centre must work with 
the States to reconsider the spatial plan-
ning framework in India.

Srinivas Chokkakula is the MoJS Research 
Chair at Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi. 

Views are personal

In the relentless battle against highly 
drug-resistant infections, a team of 
doctors recently witnessed a glimmer 
of hope amid the challenges they faced. 

Their extraordinary efforts and the life they 
saved highlight the critical need for action. 
This is not just a story; it is an earnest plea 
for Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA) 
for essential antibiotics that can make a 
profound difference between life and death.

In an intensive care room of a leading 
hospital in Hyderabad, an 18-year-old patient 
bravely fought not only his aggressive T-cell 
leukemia but also a formidable and resistant 
adversary — Extensively Drug Resistant 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa. This strain, known 
for its high resistance to multiple antibiotics, 
left the medical team with limited and often 
ineffective treatment options. Despite the 
administration of last-resort antibiotics, 
the patient’s condition deteriorated rapidly. 
Persisting fever spikes, and the infection’s 
assault on his lungs signalled a grave situ-
ation. The bacteria were literally eating up 
the patient’s face. Time was running out, 
and his life hung in the balance.

An Indian innovation
In their quest for a lifeline, the doctors 

turned to a promising antibiotic, cefepime/
zidebactam. Developed by Indian research-
ers, this antibiotic combines two active 
components to combat drug-resistant gram-
negative pathogens, including Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa. While still undergoing phase 3 
trials internationally, this Indian innovation 
has shown remarkable potential. Under a 
compassionate use protocol, the necessary 
approvals were obtained, and the patient 
received cefepime/zidebactam. Miraculously, 
signs of clinical improvement began to 

surface. The patient’s fever subsided, blood 
cultures turned negative, and the need for 
oxygen diminished. Slowly but steadily, his 
strength returned, reigniting hope.

This extraordinary case underscores the 
urgent importance of granting EUA for 
antibiotics currently in phase 3 trials or 
licensed from other countries. The survival 
of this young patient serves as a poignant 
reminder of the need for timely access to 
effective antibiotics for those most in need.

A dire situation
Infection specialists, intensivists, oncolo-

gists, and doctors treating severe infections 
in critically ill and immunocompromised 
patients are confronted with a grave reality. 
The scarcity of potent antibiotics to com-
bat drug-resistant infections poses a direct 
threat to countless lives. It is distressing to 
witness patients succumb to infections just 
because the available antibiotics have lost 
their effectiveness due to rising resistance. 
The dire situation faced by doctors as they 
grapple with drug-resistant infections is a 
devastating reality that cannot be ignored. 
Each year, millions of lives are lost due to 
the inadequacy of available antibiotics in 

the face of these formidable pathogens. The 
relentless march of drug resistance has ren-
dered once-effective treatments ineffective.

The challenges faced by doctors in com-
bating drug-resistant infections are mul-
tifaceted. They must navigate through a 
shrinking arsenal of effective antibiotics, 
leaving them with limited choices and often 
resorting to suboptimal treatments that may 
have significant side-effects or offer little 
hope of a cure. The constant race against 
time, trying to stay one step ahead of the 
mutating bacteria, adds to the immense 
pressure and helplessness experienced by 
doctors on the front lines.

India, a nation that has demonstrated 
remarkable progress in granting EUA for 
COVID-19 vaccines, now stands at a critical 
juncture. We must extend the same level of 
urgency and commitment to saving the lives 
of patients who may otherwise succumb to 
infections resistant to all currently available 
antibiotics. While it is true that several anti-
biotics are licensed within our country based 
on small clinical studies and of questionable 
benefit, we must recognise that what we truly 
need are powerful weapons to fight against 
drug-resistant infections. Antibiotics that 
have been thoroughly evaluated or proven 
to be effective are essential in the battle 
against superbugs.

Cefepime/zidebactam is a shining example 
of India’s scientific prowess. Currently un-
dergoing international phase 3 trials, this 
antibiotic has demonstrated its potential to 
save lives. By recognising the importance 
of cefepime/zidebactam and expediting 
its EUA, we not only save lives within our 
borders but also extend a helping hand 
around the globe to countless individuals in 
desperate need of effective treatment options.

Made by Japan
Cefiderocol, a licenced antibiotic in several 

countries, developed by a Japanese company, 
has demonstrated excellent efficacy against 
drug-resistant infections. It is disheartening 
that it remains unavailable within our country. 
The gravity of the cases faced by patients in 
India demands access to this life-saving anti-
biotic, and we firmly believe it should be made 
accessible without delay. However, we must 
emphasise the importance of responsible and 
appropriate utilisation of these medications. 
A collective decision by a team of experienced 
doctors, including infectious diseases experts 
should be made mandatory before initiating 
their use. This will ensure that these powerful 
antibiotics are administered to patients who 
will benefit the most while minimising the 
risk of misuse or overuse.

We implore the authorities to recognise 
the urgent need for action and acknowledge 
the immense potential of these life-saving 
antibiotics. By granting EUA for cefepime/
zidebactam, an Indian innovation, and 
cefiderocol, a globally recognised antibi-
otic, we can strengthen our arsenal against 
drug-resistant infections. Their inclusion 
in the EUA list would not only empower 
doctors but also instil a renewed sense of 
hope and confidence among patients and 
their families. As a nation known for its 
scientific achievements, we have the op-
portunity to make a substantial impact on 
the world stage.

Dr. Abdul Ghafur is Coordinator of the 
Chennai Declaration on Antimicrobial 

Resistance (AMR), and Consultant in 
Infectious Diseases, Apollo Hospital, 

Chennai. Views are personal

Are master plans a panacea?

Antibiotics with promise — a lifeline India awaits

Food security 
plan execution 
requires focus

The recent National Conference of 
Food Ministers came to a disap-
pointing conclusion as it failed 
to address the discontinuation 
of rice and wheat sales to States 

under the Open Market Sale Scheme (OMSS), 
a decision directly tied to the Centre’s restric-
tions. The gathering’s primary agenda was to 
deliberate over actions plans for procuring 
coarse grains and enhancing focus on food 
and nutritional security. However, the Centre 
showed little inclination to appease the states, 
including Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Rajast-
han, which heavily rely on OMSS to meet their 
food grain requirements. Union Food Minister 
Piyush Goyal stood firm on the Centre’s stance, 
emphasizing the necessity to protect the inter-
ests of those beyond the purview of the National 
Food Security Act (NFSA). Although it is unde-
niable that the non-NFSA beneficiaries must be 
cared for, the States’ plea for the removal of re-
strictions also considers the needs of non-NFSA 
populations. The individuals covered under the 
Act receive their allocations from the Centre’s 
monthly food grain distribution. It is crucial 
to understand that if States are compelled to 
resort to the open market, the prices of rice and 
wheat could surge, counteracting the Centre’s 
intent to stabilize prices through OMSS restric-
tions. Striking a balanced agreement could have 
mitigated everyone’s concerns to an extent. The 
current OMSS dispute should serve as a wakeup 
call for States, highlighting the risk in depend-
ing solely on the Centre for implementing food 
schemes. Each state must find cost-effective 
sources and become self-reliant. States should 
question the feasibility of doubling entitlements 
and replicating Union government schemes 
without matching resources. As Food Minister 
Goyal warns of the potential impacts of El Niño 
on food grain production and procurement, the 
Centre and States should prioritize strength-
ening the Public Distribution System over 
expanding existing schemes. In such uncertain 
times, improving implementation, efficiency, 
and security of food distribution must take pre-
cedence over mere expansion.
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“Who Killed 
Moosewala?” 
is a thrill-
ing narrative 

penned by journalist-author 
Jupinderjit Singh that explores 
the gruesome murder of Pun-
jabi singer-rapper Shubhdeep 
Singh Sidhu, famously known as 
Sidhu Moosewala. Set for release 
on Monday by Westland Books, 
this work delves into the chilling 
events of May 29, 2022, when 
Sidhu, a Punjabi hip-hop star, 
was shot by six armed men while 
driving to his aunt’s house in a 
village in Punjab.

Jupinderjit Singh decided to 
write this book when he real-
ized that news reports could not 
adequately capture the intricacies 
of Moosewala’s death and the 
subsequent investigation. Under-
taking this project with a sense of 
heavy responsibility, he insisted 

on adhering strictly to facts, es-
pecially since the investigation 
was ongoing. His unwavering 
persistence was fuelled by a desire 
to illuminate the murder, a stark 
reminder of life’s fragility.

Moosewala was a paradoxical 
figure, a beacon for many and 
yet controversial. Accusations of 
promoting a gun culture and vio-
lence, and alleged affiliations with 
certain gangs, often clouded his 
public image. His violent demise 
amplified the mysteries around 
his life and death, leading to the 
inevitable question, “Who killed 
Moosewala?”

The author skillfully maintains 
a gripping pace, shadowing the 
investigation into Moosewala’s 
death while providing the read-
ers a glimpse of the man behind 
the celebrity facade. But Singh’s 
book extends beyond the murder 
investigation; it also considers the 

increasing turbulence in Punjab. 
Singh explores Moosewala’s con-
nection with the region, offering 
a panoramic view of Punjab’s 
socio-cultural landscape.

Sanghamitra Biswas, execu-
tive editor at Westland Books, 

praises Singh’s comprehensive 
understanding of the case and 
his extensive research that fuels 
this riveting book. “In this rivet-
ing book, backed by meticulous 
research, Jupinderjit offers up a 
fascinating portrait of the singer 
and the Punjab he inhabited,” 
she stated.

“Who Killed Moosewala?” isn’t 
just about the life and death of 
a renowned figure in Punjabi 
music; it’s a fascinating study of 
Punjab’s contemporary society as 
seen through the lens of one of its 
most enigmatic figures. Singh pro-
vides a multidimensional account, 
combining the mystery of a crime 
thriller with social commentary, 
making it an enticing read.

The author’s determination to 
present an accurate depiction of 
the events leading to Moosewala’s 
death and the ongoing investiga-
tion is commendable. His writing 
is crisp, vivid, and engaging, bal-
ancing the rigors of investigative 
journalism with the eloquence of 
narrative non-fiction.

However, Singh’s master-
stroke lies in the way he weaves 
the broader narrative of Punjab’s 
current unrest into the personal 
story of Moosewala. In doing so, 
he presents a book that is at once 
a microcosm of a societal issue 
and a personal tale of fame and 
infamy.

Singh meticulously combs 
through the details of Moosewala’s 
life, piecing together the circum-
stances that led to his untimely 
demise. In the process, the reader 
gets to know the singer-rapper, the 
icon, and the man, exposing the 
chasm between the public persona 
and the private individual. Singh’s 
portrayal of Moosewala is neither 
hagiographic nor judgmental; it’s 
a complex rendering of a person 
who, in life and death, remained 
a fascinating character.

From fame to fatality: The 
Sidhu Moosewala’s story

Who Killed 
Moosewala? The 
Spiralling Story of 
Violence in Punjab
By Jupinderjit 
Singh
Westland Books 
195 pages; Rs499

Srinivas Chokkakula explains why India must rethink spatial planning beyond Master Plans to tackle urbanisation challenges

Dr. Abdul Ghafur explains how Emergency Use Authorisation for vital antibiotics can be life-saving

Moosewala was 
a paradoxical 
figure, a beacon 
for many and yet 
controversial. 
Accusations of 
promoting a 
gun culture and 
violence, and 
alleged affiliations 
with certain gangs, 
often clouded his 
public image
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In today’s fast-
paced digital era, 
Internet con-
sumer services 

are flourishing, transforming 
the way we live, work, and in-
teract. As the demand for these 
services escalates, big compa-
nies are recognizing the pivotal 
role that blue-collar workers 
play in supporting their opera-
tions and ensuring a seamless 
customer experience. Under-
standing the significance of 
investing in this vital work-
force segment, companies like 
Amazon, Google, and Walmart 
are making substantial efforts 
to enhance the skills and pro-
ductivity of their blue-collar 
workforce. This article explores 
the motivations behind these 
investments, the benefits for 
both companies and workers 
and the potential implications 
for the future of the workforce 
in the digital age.

Motivations Behind the Investments
The motivations driving 

big companies to invest in 
their blue-collar workers are 
manifold. Firstly, the Internet 
economy relies heavily on effi-
cient logistics and supply chain 

management to deliver prod-
ucts and services to consumers 
worldwide. As the backbone 
of this economy, blue-collar 
workers in warehouses and 
distribution centers play an 
indispensable role in ensuring 
timely and accurate order ful-
fillment. By investing in train-
ing programs, companies like 
Amazon are equipping their 
warehouse workers with the 
necessary skills to optimize op-
erations, handle cutting-edge 
technology, and improve overall 
productivity.

Secondly, the growth of data 
centers is a key aspect of the In-
ternet’s expansion. These data 
centers require skilled techni-
cians to operate and maintain 
the intricate infrastructure that 
keeps online services running 
smoothly. Companies like 
Google recognize the impor-
tance of investing in appren-
ticeship programs to develop a 
competent workforce capable 
of handling the complexities of 
data center operations effec-
tively. Such investments ensure 
the uninterrupted functioning 
of critical digital services, ulti-
mately benefiting consumers 
and businesses alike.

Lastly, in the highly competi-
tive retail sector, companies like 
Walmart are embracing the 

need for constant upskilling 
and adaptation. By investing in 
educational partnerships with 
community colleges, Walmart 
is empowering its employees 
with new skills that align with 
the ever-evolving demands 
of the digital economy. This 
not only helps retain a skilled 
workforce but also positions 
the company at the forefront 
of innovation in retail.

Benefits for Companies and Workers
Investments in blue-collar 

workers yield substantial ben-
efits for both companies and 
the workforce. For companies, 
a skilled and productive blue-
collar workforce translates 
into enhanced operational ef-
ficiency and cost-effectiveness. 
Efficient warehouse workers 
ensure quicker order process-

ing, reduced errors and mini-
mized downtime. Similarly, 
well-trained data center techni-
cians can maximize the perfor-
mance of critical infrastructure, 
leading to improved service 
reliability for consumers.

Moreover, investing in the 
workforce also boosts employee 
morale and loyalty. When com-
panies demonstrate a commit-
ment to the professional devel-
opment of their employees, it 
fosters a sense of pride and loy-
alty among the workers. This, 
in turn, reduces turnover rates 
and associated hiring costs, 
providing further long-term 
benefits to the companies.

For the workers themselves, 
the investments bring invalu-
able opportunities for personal 
and professional growth. Train-
ing programs and apprentice-

ships enable blue-collar em-
ployees to acquire new skills, 
stay relevant in the job market, 
and potentially explore higher 
positions within the organiza-
tion. Such investments em-
power workers to build fulfill-
ing and stable careers in the 
digital age, mitigating concerns 
about job displacement due to 
automation and technological 
advancements.

Implications for the Future Workforce
As big companies continue 

to invest in their blue-collar 
workers, the implications for 
the future of the workforce are 
significant. Firstly, the invest-
ments underscore the impor-
tance of continuous learning 
and upskilling in the digital 
era. The job market is evolving 
rapidly, and employees must 
adapt to stay competitive. Life-
long learning is becoming a 
necessity, and companies that 
prioritize employee develop-
ment are likely to attract and 
retain top talent.

Secondly, these investments 
challenge the traditional per-
ception of blue-collar work. 
Historically seen as labour-in-
tensive and repetitive, blue-col-
lar jobs are transforming into 
tech-savvy roles that demand 
specialized skills. This shift in 

perception not only opens up 
new avenues for blue-collar 
workers but also diversifies 
the workforce, creating more 
opportunities for individuals 
from diverse backgrounds and 
skill sets.

In conclusion, as Internet 
consumer services continue to 
grow, big companies recognize 
the indispensable role of blue-
collar workers in supporting 
their operations and maintain-
ing a seamless customer experi-
ence. Investments in training 
programs and educational 
partnerships demonstrate a 
commitment to developing a 
skilled and productive blue-
collar workforce. The benefits 
of these investments extend to 
both companies and workers, 
fostering operational efficiency, 
employee loyalty, and personal 
growth. Looking ahead, the 
emphasis on continuous learn-
ing and the changing percep-
tion of blue-collar work in the 
digital era will shape the future 
of the workforce, creating a 
more resilient and adaptable 
labour force that can thrive in 
the evolving landscape of the 
Internet economy.

Om Prakash Muppirala is 
Head of Fountain India, view 

are personal.

Big Companies Invest in Blue-Collar Workers as Internet Consumer Services Grow

Elon Musk-own Tesla has an-
nounced that it produced nearly 
4, 80, 000 vehicles and delivered 
over 4, 66, 000 cars in the second 
quarter (Q2) of this year.

Among 4, 66, 000 delivered 
vehicles, 19, 225 were Model S/X, 
and 4, 46, 915 were Model 3/Y, 
the company said in a post on 
Sunday. The automaker will post 
its financial results for Q2 2023 
after market close on July 19. At 
that time, the company will also 
issue a brief advisory containing a 
link to the Q2 update, which will 
be available on Tesla’s Investor 
Relations website.

“Tesla management will hold 
a live question and answer web-
cast that day at 4:30 p.m. Central 
Time (5:30 p.m. Eastern Time) to 
discuss the Company’s financial 
and business results and outlook, “ 

the automaker said. Moreover, the 
net income and cash flow results 
will be announced along with the 
rest of the financial performance 
when the company announces Q2 
earnings. “Tesla vehicle deliveries 
represent only one measure of the 
company’s financial performance 
and should not be relied on as an 
indicator of quarterly financial 
results, which depend on a variety 
of factors, including the cost of 
sales, foreign exchange move-
ments and mix of directly leased 
vehicles, “ the company added.

Meanwhile, last month, after 
hearing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s “Make in India” pitch, 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk announced 
a change of plans, saying that his 
electric vehicle and battery com-
pany will now come to India “as 
soon as it is humanly possible”. 

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bengaluru 

Taking a significant step for-
ward in their journey together, 
Hero MotoCorp, the largest 
manufacturer of motorcycles 
and scooters, and iconic Ameri-
can motorcycle-maker Harley-
Davidson launched their co-
developed premium motorcycle 
– the Harley-Davidson X440 
in India. The Harley-Davidson 
X440 becomes the first premi-
um motorcycle to be introduced 
under the licensing agreement 
between the two brands.

The Harley-Davidson X440 
was unveiled at a ceremony at 
the world-class and state-of-
the-art Hero Center for Inno-
vation and Technology (CIT) 
today by Dr. Pawan Munjal 
- Executive Chairman of Hero 
MotoCorp and Mr. Jochen 
Zeitz - Chairman, President 
& Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Harley-Davidson 

in the presence of investors, 
media, dealers and partners.

The Harley-Davidson X440 
marks Hero MotoCorp and 
Harley-Davidson’s foray into 
the 440cc segment for the first 
time in India. Co-developed by 
Hero MotoCorp and Harley-
Davidson at the Hero CIT, the 
Harley-Davidson X440 will be 
manufactured at the company’s 
Garden Factory at Neemrana, 
in the northern Indian state of 
Rajasthan. 

Dr. Pawan Munjal, Execu-

tive Chairman, Hero Moto-
Corp, said, “The launch of the 
Harley-Davidson X440 is a 
significant milestone in our 
premium journey and lays a 
strong foundation for our fu-
ture growth. The motorcycle 
brings the best of the iconic 
Harley-Davidson’s signature 
elements with the manufac-
turing expertise and trusted 
quality of Hero. Together, we 
aim to create a unique value 
proposition for customers in 
the Indian market and target 

a wider range of motorcycle 
enthusiasts.”

Jochen Zeitz, Chairman, 
President and CEO, Harley-
Davidson, said “Today’s launch 
of the Harley-Davidson X440 
marks the start of a new chap-
ter in India for Harley-David-
son - we’re excit,d to launch 
our first development as part 
of our partnership with Hero 
MotoCorp”

With a commanding road 
presence, the Harley-Davidson 
X440 carries the DNA of the 
iconic Harley-Davidson brand. 
It wears its heart on its sleeve 
with its distinctive design, all-
metal body, and a powerful 
engine. Nimble and agile in 
traffic, yet supremely robust 
and comfortable over rough 
terrain, Harley-Davidson 
X440’s ride quality opens up 
a whole new world of inspiring 
riding experience. 

The much-awaited motor-
cycle of the year will be avail-
able in three variants – Denim, 
Vivid and S at Harley-David-
son dealer network across the 
country at an attractive price 
point of INR 2,29,000/- (Den-
im), INR 2,49,000/- (Vivid) 
and INR 2,69,000 (S) respec-
tively. 

Satish Handa
Rohtak 

Nut-bolts industry of Rohtak is 
popular not only in the country 
but all over the world and nuts-
bolt produced in the town are 
used in automobile, agriculture, 
railways, defence and even in 
missile testing sectors. The 
business in the town was ad-
versely affected due to farmers’ 
agitation caused traffic blocks 
at the roads and borders for a 
long time as well as frequent 
lockdown in the state due to 
epidemic outbreak when en-
tire world was in the grip of 
COVID-19 are some of the fac-
tors when the business reduced 
more than 50% in past couple 
of years, which also adversely 
affected nut-bolt industry at 
Rohtak having between 3000-
3500 manufacturing units sup-
plying nuts and bolts to large 
number of auto spare parts trad-
ers as well as original equipment 
manufacturers in automobile 
sector in the country, apart from 
large number of countries in 
the world.

Pankaj Arora Secretary La-
ghu Udyog Bharti at Rohtak 
said that the manufacturing 
units in the town were either 

compelled to close down their 
shutters or cut down their 
production and turned sick 
when they suffered losses due 
to this in past couple of years. 
He said, manufacturers were 
not getting raw material usu-
ally procuring from Ludhiana, 
Delhi and Faridabad due to 
frequent traffic blocked at the 
borders or highways by protest-
ing farmers as well as worldwide 
economic slow , they were able 
to manufacture only 45-50% of 
their production capacity. S.K. 
Munjal of Chamber of Com-
merce Automotive said, nearly 
80-90% production of nut-bolts 
at Rohtak is being supplied to 
the automobile sector including 
manufacturer of two-wheelers, 

cars, trucks and tractors but the 
manufacturers are now getting 
limited stocks due to uncertain 
orders since the past two-three 
years. He said, moreover the 
manufacturers are unable to 
make supplies due to shortage 
of raw material as well as labour 
problems faced by them due to 
farmers’ agitation which con-
tinued for a long time. Munjal 
said, on-line delivery business 
of nut-bolts has also witnessed 
heavy drop and the manufac-
turers are getting hardly 30 to 
40% orders.

Past scenario of Rohtak nut-
bolt industry reveals that first 
nut-bolt industry was set up 
at Rohtak in 1958 with only 15 
workers by late Bimal Persad 
Jain who was earlier running 
cycle business and Rohtak 
started manufacturing cycle 
parts which he used to procure 
from Ludhiana, presently his 
son Rajesh Jain looking after 
the business. Jain set up aon-
ther unit in the name of LPS 
Company at Hisar Road in 1966 
to manufacture nut-bolts for 
automobiles and tractors which 
was the first big plant to manu-
facture nuts-sbolts in Northern 
India after Ludhiana, since then 
they never looked back. 

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bangalore 

The International Institute of In-
formation Technology Bangalore 
(IIIT-B) has NM-ICPS project 
from DST, Government of India 
that focuses on 5G-Advance and 
6G research, Intellectual Prop-
erty Rights (IPR), and product 
to promote start-ups in the niche 
areas of Advanced Communica-
tion Systems. IIIT-B is working 
with leading institutions and 
organizations. This strategic 
partnership aims to create 
cutting-edge research facilities 
equipped with the latest technol-
ogy, enabling Indian researchers 
to lead global advancements in 
wireless communication.

Announcing this at a press 

conference on the sidelines of 
the 23rd Convocation ceremony 
at the institute campus, Prof. 
Debabarata Das, Director of 
IIIT-Bangalore, said “In IIIT- 
Bangalore COMET Foundation, 
professors in the Networking 
and Communication domain are 
actively involved in, 5G, Open 
Radio Access Network (ORAN), 
5G-Advanced and 6G-related 
R and D and standardization 
efforts, in collaboration with 
premier academic institutions 
across, the country. One of the 
important challenges in realiz-
ing Smart Radio Environments 
(SREs) using Reconfigurable In-
telligent Surfaces (RIS) is Chan-
nel Estimation which will allow 
us to Dimension the unpredict-
able wireless environment. 

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bengaluru 

To provide advanced powering 
solutions for India’s gas pow-
er sector, GE Vernova’s Gas 
Power business (NYSE:GE) 
and Bharat Heavy Electricals 
Limited (BHEL) announced 
today the continuation of their 
long-term cooperation with the 
fourth extension of the Tech-
nical Assistance and License 
Agreement including scope for 
the engineering and manufac-
turing of heavy-duty gas tur-
bines in India. The signing of 
the agreement is an extension 
to the collaboration between 
the two power sector industrial 
companies that started in July 
1986, company statement said 
here today.

The agreement signing 
ceremony was attended by 
Dr. Nalin Shinghal, Chair-
man & Managing Director, 
BHEL; Jai Prakash Srivas-
tava, Director (Engineering, 
Research & Development) 
& Director (Finance – Addl. 
Charge) BHEL; Renuka Gera, 
Director Industrial Systems 
& Products, BHEL; Deepesh 
Nanda, CEO, GE Gas Power 
South Asia and President & 
CEO, GE Aero-derivative Busi-
ness, Gas Power Asia and other 
senior officials from GE and 
BHEL. Theodoros Stamatia-
dis, Executive Counsel (IP), GE 
Power also participated in the 
meeting virtually.

Through this agreement, GE 
Vernova’s Gas Power business 
will continue to strengthen 
BHEL’s capabilities to offer 
best-in-class gas turbine tech-
nology, and helps meet the 

power plant requirements of 
customers. Till date, BHEL 
has supplied about 230 GE 
gas turbines to various oil re-
fineries, process industries, and 
utilities in India and overseas. 
The above cooperation is also 
contributing towards reshap-
ing India’s energy roadmap by 
promoting indigenous manu-
facturing capabilities, creating 
new job opportunities, and 
expanding the supply chain 
network. It is a testimony to 
Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-re-
liant India) and Make in India 
initiatives, and also aligned 
with India’s Power Vision, 
statement said.

Jai Prakash Srivastava, 
Director (Engineering, Re-
search & Development) & 
Director (Finance – Addl. 
Charge) BHEL said, “BHEL 
has been providing innova-
tive technological solutions 
in the power sector and em-
bracing collaborations built 
on values of trust and commit-
ment towards creating a more 
sustainable ecosystem. Our 
long-term association with GE 

helped us in building a robust 
energy value chain, offering a 
comprehensive portfolio of 
gas turbine powering solu-
tions, and setting new industry 
benchmarks, while we look 
forward to achieving new mile-
stones in the energy sector. 
With the new agreement, we 
will also be able to offer hybrid 
powering solutions by using 
GE’s aero-derivative gas tur-
bine technology and support 
the growth of renewable energy 
in India.” 

Deepesh Nanda, CEO, GE 
Gas Power South Asia said, 
“Over the decades, GE is help-
ing to address global challenges 
in the energy sector by offering 
innovative and disruptive tech-
nology that can drive energy 
transition forward and helping 
nations to reduce emissions in 
the power sector in more than 
one ways. Both GE and BHEL 
have created a strong legacy of 
providing integrated solutions 
to the power plant owners - 
delivering higher efficiency, 
reliability and availability of 
the gas turbine units. 

Even Healthcare and 
Healthily announce 
landmark collaboration

FW Desk
New Delhi

Even Healthcare, a leading 
Bengaluru-based healthcare 
provider, and Healthily, a 
London-based digital health 
company, have announced a 
strategic collaboration to de-
liver comprehensive and data-
driven preventive healthcare 
services in India. Indians will 
also get free access to veri-
fied medical content, written, 
and reviewed by top medical 
professionals from across the 
world. 

 Healthily’s proprietary AI-
powered symptom checker 
and an extensive library of 
medically verified healthcare 
content work seamlessly with 
Even’s mission to give millions 
of Indians accelerated access 
to quality healthcare informa-
tion and proper care without 
having to rely on unfounded 
material available on the in-
ternet that does more harm 
than good. 

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bengaluru

Eicher Trucks & Buses, a busi-
ness unit of VE Commercial 
Vehicles, Announced at a event 
of handing over ceremony of 
first deliveries against a pres-
tigious order of 50 Eicher In-
tercity 13.5m AC sleeper buses 
to Vijayanand Travels Private 
Limited (VTPL), one of the 
most prominent players in the 

Indian Bus Industry. Dedicated 
to providing exceptional travel 
experiences to intercity passen-
gers, the Eicher Intercity 13.5m 
AC sleeper buses will form the 
latest addition to VTPL’s exten-
sive fleet. These state-of-the-art 
buses are a combination of the 
renowned body-building ex-
cellence of VECV’s Hosakote 
factory near bengaluru and fully 
spaced Eicher 13.5m full-air sus-
pension bus chassis. Designed 

to elevate the travel experience, 
each berth in the sleeper variant 
offers a spacious and comfort-
able environment. Passengers 

can enjoy personalized features 
such as individual headboards, 
well-lit saloons with LED light-
ing, reading lights, individual 
AC vents for optimal climate 
control, side guards for added 
safety, convenient upper deck 
access ladders, USB chargers, 
mobile holders, ample storage 
racks, dedicated footwear space, 
and large side windows that 
offer panoramic views of the 
surroundings.

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Vinod Aggarwal, MD & 
CEO of VECV, stated, “We are 
delighted to strengthen our rela-
tionship with Vijayanand Travels 
Private Limited with this deliv-
ery of Eicher Intercity sleeper 
buses. VECV remains dedicated 
to offering secure, reliable, and 
premium transportation options, 
and our association with VTPL 
represents our commitment to 
achieving this goal.”

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh 

IFFCO has launched a mas-
sive Nationwide campaign for 
procuring 2500 drones “IFFCO 
Kisan Drones”as spray solutions 
for spraying its revolutionary 
products Nano Urea & Nano 
DAP inspired by Hon’ble PM 
vision of Sahkar Se Samriddhi. 
This will lead to development of 
5000 rural entrepreneurs which 
are identified by IFFCO to be 
trained for spraying drones. It 
is a huge Step for Upliftment 
of Rural Economy and a step 
towards Sustainable Agricul-
ture and Holistic Cooperative 
development under the dynamic 
leadership of Hon’ble Union 
Minister of Home Affairs & 
Cooperation Shri. Amit Shah.

To access the technical ca-
pabilities, manufacturing ca-
pacity, manufacturing process, 
quality processes, training cur-
riculum, infrastructure IFFCO 
Management hired a reputed 
consultant, M/s Drone Fed-
eration of India, New Delhi. 

M/s Drone Federation of In-
dia evaluated the Specifica-
tions and mentioned that the 
technical specifications of Agri 
Drones being procured by IF-
FCO for spray of Nano Fertil-
izers are in accordance with in-
dustry standards.It is expected 
that one Drone would be able 
to cover 20 acres per day for 
spraying IFFCO Nanofertil-
iser, WSF, Bio-stimulants like 
Sagarika, Agro-chemicals etc. 
with backup.

IFFCO will also be pro-
curing 2500 Electric Three 
Wheelers (loader type) under 
L-5 category Electric Vehicle 3 
Wheelers to carry the Drones 
to the farmers’ field along with 
the Nano fertilisers and as-

sociated utilities. These EV 
3 Wheelers are environment 
friendly.This will also support 
PM PRANAM Scheme to re-
duce chemical fertiliser doses 
and to enable states for more 
assistance under this scheme.

In extension to this & to 
strengthen this nationwide 
campaign, IFFCO has also or-
dered Tractor Mounted Boom 
Sprayers, Tractor Mounted 
Hose Reel Sprayers, HTP Pow-
er Sprayers with Gun,Static/ 
Portable Sprayer, Niyo Spray-
ers for foliar application of 
Nano fertilisers. The Nano fer-
tilisers are applied on various 
crops through foliar applica-
tion using Agricultural Spray-
ers and Drones.The Drones& 
Sprayerscan be used for any 
kind of spray application.

Under the guidance of 
Hon’ble Minister of Chemi-
cals& Fertilizers Dr. Man-
sukhMandaviya, IFFCO has 
embarked on providing Nano 
Urea & Nano DAP to the farm-
er’s field through these Smart 
high tech solutions.

Hero motocorp & harley-davidson co-developed premium 
motorcycle ‘harley-davidson x440’ debuts in India
Commanding Road 
Presence, Fresh looks, 
American styling with 
Unmistakable signature 
Elements from Harley-
Davidson

First nut-bolt industry was set up at Rohtak 
in 1958 having exports to 52 countries

GE Vernova & BHEL committed to provide reliable powering 
solutions to help accelerate energy transition in India

Tesla produced nearly 
480K cars, delivered 
466K vehicles in Q2 2023

IIIT-Bangalore Spearheads 5G-Advance 
& 6G R-and-D and Product Lines Project

IFFCO forays into Agri-drones through “IFFCO Kisan Drone”
Biggest Smart Agri-Solutions by procuring 2500agri drones as 

Spray Solutions for Nano Urea & Nano DAP

Eicher delivers first batch of Intercity 13.5m AC sleeper buses to Vijayanand Travels Private Limited 
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Manu Rishi 
Guptha

Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sithara-

man’s recent caution on Fi-
nancial Influencers (Finflu-
encers) is very aptly timed 
and essential precaution for 
the naïve retail investor com-
munity in the country. The 
statement highlights the lack 
of investments related knowl-
edge among the majority of 
people and their blind trust 
in following investment advice 
given by anyone who claims 
to be an expert and offer paid 
advisory services via Twit-
ter, WhatsApp or Telegram 
platforms. These practices 
are mostly prevalent in equity 
investments where the ease of 
understanding, execution and 
greed to multiply money in 
short periods often masks the 
complexity of the businesses 
that needs understanding to 
invest, importance of research 
and risks of deep losses when 
things go negative. 

Human beings have been 
gamblers from time imme-
morial. The recorded history 

of the chaos that gambling 
caused in the epic Mahab-
harata, pretty much defines 
the basic human character 
of winning it all suddenly 
than patiently. Warren Buf-
fet also famously quips that 
stock market is the mode of 
transference of wealth from 
impatient to the patient. This 
weakness in human charac-
ter has catalyzed the rise of 
Finfluencers who happily 
sold suboptimal/misleading 
courses in options trading at 
exorbitant prices but shy away 
from posting their verified 
P&L statements online. This 
highlights the gap in knowl-
edge that require to patiently 
follow the fundamental tenets 
of investing as laid down by 
greatest icons like Graham, 
Buffet and Lynch. These have 
all been ignored by the fra-
ternity in the zeal of getting 
rich overnight. Human beings 
are happy to pay top dollar 
to doctors and lawyers but 
always do a DIY with respect 
to their investing styles and 
habits. This is because people 
seeing equity investments as 
a gamble/short-term money-

making opportunity but real 
wealth parameters for us are 
always real estate investments 
and to an extent Gold. True 
to that, we ourselves see many 
crorepatis who were trans-
formed due to the value of 
land that they hold but not 
many investors due to the 
stocks they bought. This is 
again due to lack of patience 
and understanding of equity 
products and also mostly due 
to uncontrollable emotions 
which change as fast as the 
changing colors of stocks 
readily visible on the mobile 
screens these days.

There are other asset classes 

which can generate wealth 
apart from equity, real estate 
or gold and retail knowledge 
about these is quite dismal. 
Bonds and other debt instru-
ments are one such asset class. 
Though there have been some 
advancements in making this 
asset class closer to retail guys 
the way equity investment 
has been, lack of promotions, 
complexity of the instrument 
and requirement of higher 
investment amount might be 
the reasons for these platforms 
not gaining enough traction.

There have been consider-
able promotions on TV and 
attempts to improve invest-

ments knowledge in the coun-
try. Campaigns like ‘Mutual 
funds Sahi Hai’ have been 
greatly successful and made 
the SIP route most preferred 
one for small scale investors 
who want to benefit from the 
equity markets. Thanks to the 
campaign and other promo-
tions, in the past six years SIP 
investments have registered 
a CAGR growth of 24%. The 
campaign is also successful 
in making retail guys less 
anxious on market volatili-
ties as it can be seen that the 
withdrawals were not much 
during market falls and the 
SIP amounts have increased 
in those periods to capitalize 
on the law of averages. The 
same cant be said about all 
the TV campaigns, some of the 
brokerage company ads seem 
to do more harm than good as 
they advertise on how easy to 
execute a trade and implying 
that stock market investing is 
an easy tool to make money.

Good investment decisions 
are the only way to financial 
freedom for many people in 
our country. It is an irony that 
our Indian educational sys-

tem makes it imperative to 
choose finance as an option 
only at UG/PG level and not 
from school curriculum where 
it should start from. We see 
many highly educated too suf-
fer from poor financial deci-
sions, often attributed to their 
lack of knowledge on how the 
financial markets work. Kerala 
which has the highest litera-
cy rate in the country ranks 
among the lowest in mutual 
fund penetration (in terms 
of mutual fund AUM). While 
the same state has a thriving 
lottery business where almost 
all the lottery tickets printed 
in a day are sold out. 

There is serious dearth of 
registered financial advisors 
(just 1300 RIAs in the coun-
try so far) too in the country 
who can guide people to-
wards financial freedom at 
an affordable cost. Lack of 
mandatory rules for any ad-
visor to procure registration 
and high cost to apply for the 
same are some hindrances for 
this. While SEBI does some 
adjustments to investment 
rules, these are more tuned to 
protect investors from fraud 

but not necessarily help in 
promoting knowledge or drive 
investors to a good financial 
decision. Private sector’s ser-
vices in promoting knowl-
edge aren’t enough or can’t 
be trusted as they are always 
followed by sales promotions 
of the company’s product or 
service. Many a times, their 
knowledge services in their 
websites end at providing a 
glossary of terms and an EMI 
calculator.

Compulsory inclusion of 
financial syllabi in schools 
at an early age is the most 
preferrable way to inculcate 
investment knowledge among 
citizens. This has to be done 
in a non-intrusive way so that 
the learning process is not 
hindered by any urges to in-
vest and earn at early stages 
of life. A phased inclusion of 
knowledge and discipline has 
to be done so that it will all be 
useful once students enter the 
employability stage and start 
earning.

Manu Rishi Guptha is 
Founder and CEO of MRG 
Capital, view are personal.

Knowledge gap around investing amongst Indians

New Delhi: Country’s largest 
lender State Bank of India (SBI) 
launched its enhanced digital 
banking application, ‘YONO 
for Every Indian’ and Interoper-
able Cardless Cash Withdrawal 
(ICCW) facilities.

The facility was launched by 
SBI as part of the 68th Bank 
Day celebrations. With ‘YONO 
for Every Indian’, bank cus-
tomers will have access to UPI 
features like Scan and Pay, Pay 
by contacts, Request money, 
among others on YONO’s new 
avatar.

“This milestone upgrade fur-
ther expands SBI’s commit-
ment to providing inclusive 
and customer-centric digital 
banking services to every Indian 
citizen, “ a statement issued by 
SBI said.

In 2022-23 itself, 64 per cent 
or 78.60 lakh savings accounts 
were acquired digitally through 
YONO. The upgraded version 
of the YONO app will empower 
customers of other banks to 
embark on the YONO journey, 
thereby encouraging them to be-
come a part of the ever-growing 
SBI family, the statement added.

“With the rollout of the In-

teroperable Cardless Cash With-
drawal facility, both the cus-
tomers of SBI and other banks 
can withdraw cash seamlessly 
from ICCW-enabled ATMs of 
any bank by using the ‘UPI QR 
Cash’ functionality. The transac-
tion will be facilitated through 
a single-use dynamic QR code 
displayed on the ATM screen, 
“ the statement said.

“Users can conveniently 
withdraw cash by employing 
the Scan and Pay feature avail-
able on their UPI application. 
While the groundbreaking fa-
cility simplifies the cash with-
drawal process, it also ensures 
enhanced security for custom-
ers, “ it added.

By eliminating the need to 
enter a PIN or physically handle 
a debit card, the ICCW facility 
minimises the risks associated 
with shoulder surfing or card 
cloning, the bank said.

SBI chairman Dinesh Khara 
said, “SBI is dedicated to offer-
ing cutting-edge digital banking 
solutions that empower every 
Indian with financial indepen-
dence and convenience. The 
YONO app has been revamped, 
keeping in mind the expecta-
tions of our customers for a 
seamless and pleasant digital 
experience. This will further 
fulfill our goal of making the 
‘YONO for Every Indian’ mis-
sion a reality.” 

New Delhi: There has been 
no evidence by far that sug-
gests a slowdown in the cur-
rent financial year 2023-24, 
said Department of Economic 
Affairs under Ministry of Fi-
nance in its monthly review 
report.

Rather the Indian economy 
has carried the momentum 
from the past year into the 
current fiscal year, as per the 
central government. 

According to the provisional 
estimates released by the Na-
tional Statistical Office (NSO) 
recently, real GDP growth for 
2022-23 stood at 7.2%, higher 
than the 7% as projected ear-
lier. An upward revision in 
the 2022-23 GDP numbers is 

expected going forward.
The union government 

sees growth at about 6.5% 
for 2023-24. 

“A strong final quarter per-
formance pushed the GDP 
growth for the full year to 
7.2%, higher than the 7% esti-
mated in February. This upside 
to the growth estimate takes 

the growth momentum deep 
into the current year,” said the 
finance ministry report.

Several forecasting agencies 
also share optimism as they 
have upwardly revised their 
growth estimates for India 
for 2023-24.

“The latest evidence also 
does not indicate any slow-
ing of activity in the first two 
months of the current year. 
India is the fastest-growing 
major economy, is now no 
longer only a statistical fact,” 
it added.

The finance ministry stated 
that what has been clearly 
working for India’s economy 
is the strength of its domestic 
demand. 

New Delhi: The Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs (CBIC) in the ongoing 
two-month drive to weed out 
fake GST accounts have found 
out that nearly 25 percent of 
suspected accounts do not ex-
ist, according to a TOI report.

As per reports, the fake ac-
counts have vanished after 
availing benefits of around Rs 
15,000 crore. The authorities 
used artificial intelligence and 
data analytics to identify around 
69,000 suspected accounts after 
scrubbing the GST database. 
The drive, which ends July 15, 
found 17,000 of them to be bo-
gus, the report said.

The report also found out that 
Delhi had the highest success 

rate or the largest number of 
fakes detected from the list of 
suspect registrations.

“There are some decisions 

that have already been taken by 
the GST Council on the issues, 
we will implement them. The 
idea is to ensure that leakages 

are prevented,” the daily quoted 
an official as saying. Currently, 
there are around 39 crore tax-
payers registered under GST 
regime. The GST collections 
in June rose 12 percent to more 
than Rs 1.61 lakh crore, the fi-
nance ministry said on July 1. 
It was for the fourth time, the 
gross GST collection has crossed 
Rs 1.60 lakh crore mark.

The issue of fake accounts 
is likely to be addressed at the 
GST Council meeting on July 11, 
where the information will be 
shared with finance ministers 
of the states.

CBIC, however, does plan 
periodic checks to ensure that 
the benefits are not misused, 
the report said.

New Delhi: RBI panel has 
suggested that in the long run, 
India will achieve higher level 
of trade linkages with other 
countries, as a result of which 
the rupee is likely to reach a 
level where it would be widely 
used, and proposed the curren-
cy’s inclusion in International 
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) Special 
Drawing Rights (SDR) basket.

The panel, whose report on 
‘Internationalisation of Rupee’ 
was released on Wednesday, 
said that in the coming days, 
“India will achieve higher level 
of trade linkages with other 
countries and improved macro-
economic parameters, and ru-
pee may ascend to a level where 
it would be widely used and 
preferred by other economies as 
a ‘vehicle currency’. Thus, efforts 
should be made for the inclusion 
of rupee in IMF’s SDR basket”.

SDR is an international re-
serve asset created by the IMF 
to supplement the official re-
serves of its member countries. 

It is a potential claim on the 
freely-usable currencies of IMF 
members.

SDRs can provide a country 
with liquidity. It is defined by a 
basket of currencies, namely the 
US dollar, euro, Chinese yuan, 
Japanese yen and British pound.

The panel or the inter-depart-
mental group (IDG), headed 
by RBI’s Executive Director 
R.S. Ratho, suggested a slew 
of short-term measures, like 
designing a template and adopt-
ing a standardised approach 
for examining the proposals 
on bilateral and multilateral 
trade arrangements for invoic-
ing, settlement and payment 
in rupee and local currencies.

It also suggested that efforts 
should be made to enable ru-
pee as an additional settlement 
currency in existing multilat-
eral mechanisms such as Asian 
Clearing Union (ACU).

The panel also recommended 
facilitating local currency set-
tlement (LCS) framework for 

bilateral transactions in local 
currencies and operationalising 
bilateral swap arrangements 
with the counterpart countries 
in local currencies.

Opening of rupee accounts 
for non-residents (other than 
nostro accounts of overseas 
banks) both in India and outside 
India should be encouraged, the 
panel recommended. Integrat-
ing Indian payment systems 
with other countries for cross-
border transactions should also 

be implemented, it said.
The RBI panel also stressed 

on strengthening financial mar-
kets by fostering a global rupee 
market and promoting India as 
the hub for rupee transactions 
and price discovery. Facilitating 
the launch of BIS Investment 
Pools (BISIP) in rupee and in-
clusion of government securities 
in global bond indices should 
be ensured, the panel said in 
its report. It also suggested 
recalibration of the Foreign 

Portfolio Investor (FPI) regime 
and rationalisation of the extant 
Know Your Customer (KYC) 
guidelines, as well as providing 
equitable incentives to export-
ers for rupee trade settlement.

As medium-term measures, 
the RBI panel suggested a re-
view of taxes on Masala bonds 
and international use of Real 
Time Gross Settlement (RTGS) 
for cross-border trade transac-
tions, as well as inclusion of 
rupee as a direct settlement cur-
rency in the Continuous Linked 
Settlement (CLS) system.

Also, it called for examination 
of taxation issues in financial 
markets to harmonise tax re-
gimes in India and other finan-
cial centres.

The panel was formed by 
the RBI to examine the inter-
nationalisation of rupee and 
the objective was to review the 
extant position of rupee as an 
international currency and to 
frame a roadmap for its inter-
nationalisation. 

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bangalore 

Lloyds Banking Group, one of 
the leading UK-based financial 
services groups has announced 
the appointment of Sirisha 
Voruganti as the Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) and Manag-
ing Director of its new Lloyds 
Technology Centre, based in 
Hyderabad, India. Voruganti, 
a globally renowned technology 
and innovation leader joins from 
JCPenney, where she has served 
as the Managing Director and 
member of the Board for JCPen-
ney in India, press release from 
company said here.

Voruganti has extensive ex-
perience in IT architecture, data 
engineering, and fintech innova-
tion and has held several senior 
technology positions in multiple 
global firms. She was the first 
woman Managing Director for 
JP Morgan Chase in Technol-
ogy in India and has served as 
an Executive Vice President of 
Architecture, Data and Shared 
Services for Mastercard. 

Voruganti is passionate about 
building a high-performing en-
gineering organisation as well as 
being committed to promoting 
diversity and inclusion within 
technology roles. Her impressive 
track record includes steering 
organisations through signifi-
cant transformation and has 
been an inspiration for women 
in technology, exemplified by her 
creation of India›s first safety 
device for women›s protection. 

Sirisha Voruganti said: «I 
am thrilled to be leading Lloyds 
Technology Centre during this 
pivotal phase of Lloyds Banking 
Group›s digital transformation. 
The new technology centre will 
allow us to tap into the extraor-

dinary technology talent and 
expertise in India. It presents 
an incredible opportunity for 
brilliant and enthusiastic people 
looking to enhance their skills 
to drive innovation for Lloyds 
Banking Group’s customers.» 

Commenting on the ap-
pointment, Ron van Ke-
menade, Group Chief Operat-
ing Officer at Lloyds Banking 
Group said: «Welcoming 
Sirisha Voruganti marks a 
significant stride forward 
in our plans to establish our 
new technology centre. With 
her outstanding background, 
extensive experience and lead-
ership qualities, I’m delighted 
that she’s chosen to join Lloyds 
Technology Centre and excited 
about her passion for using 
technology and innovation 
to deliver great experiences 
for our customers.”  Sirisha 
Voruganti will assume her role 
as CEO and Managing Direc-
tor of Lloyds Technology Centre 
later this month, overseeing its 
establishment and longer-term 
growth strategy. 

New Delhi: Leading pay-
ments and financial services 
company Paytm on Wednesday 
said it achieved a new milestone 
in merchant payments with 79 
lakh devices deployed while the 
gross merchandise value (GMV) 
for the Q1 FY24 stood at Rs 4.05 
lakh crore, a year-on-year (YoY) 
growth of 37 %.

Driving payment moneti-
sation, Paytm’s subscription 
devices, Soundbox and PoS 
machines, continue to see an 
increased acceptance by mer-
chants. The company continues 
to remain the market leader in 
merchant payments with the 
number of merchants paying 
subscription for payment de-
vices has reached 79 lakh as 
of June 2023, an increase of 4 
lakh devices in the month and 
11 lakh devices in the quarter 
that ended on June 30.

Consumer engagement on 
the Paytm Super App remains 
high with the average monthly 
transacting users (MTU) at 
9.2 crore, growth of 23 per 
cent YoY.

With an eye on profitability, 
the company said, “Our fo-
cus over the past few quarters 
continues to be on payment 
volumes that generate profit-
ability for us, either through 
net payments margin or from 
direct upsell potential.”

Paytm’s credit distribution 
business, in partnership with 
large lenders, continues to wit-
ness robust growth with total 
disbursements for the quarter, 
surging 167 per cent YoY to 
Rs 14, 845 crore ($1.8 billion) 

with 1.28 crore loans (51 per 
cent YoY growth) distributed.

“Our focus remains on the 
asset quality by continuously 
reviewing with our partners 
cohort data and tightening 
credit policy wherever needed 
proactively. This reflects in 
the growth of value of loans 
distributed in the quarter, “ 
said the company.

Paytm currently has seven 
active lending partners and it 
aims to onboard 3-4 partners 
this fiscal.

Twitter sues top law 
firm that received $90 
mn in Musk deal

Twitter has sued a law firm 
that represented the micro-
blogging platform as Elon 
Musk tried to back out of his 
deal to buy the platform for 
$44 billion.

Twitter’s previous manage-
ment hired the corporate law 
firm after Musk tried to termi-
nate his agreement to acquire 
the company last year.

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & 
Katz, a top mergers and ac-
quisitions firm, received a $90 
million fee from Twitter, which 
according to the social network 
was “unjust enrichment”, re-
ports The New York Times.

Twitter now wants the fee to 
be returned. The lawsuit has 
been filed in San Francisco 
Superior Court by X Corp, 
Twitter’s parent company.

The lawsuit said Wachtell 
Lipton took “funds from the 
company cash register while the 
keys were being handed over” 
to Musk, who owns X Corp. Ac-
cording to documents submit-
ted with the lawsuit, Twitter’s 
board and executives approved 
the $90 million payment be-
cause the law firm had suc-
ceeded in making Musk abide 
by his agreement to buy the 
company. Twitter had disputed 
other fees related to Musk’s 
purchase of the company. “An 
advisory firm, Innisfree M&A, 
sued Twitter for $1.9 million 
in February over what it said 
were unpaid bills. Joele Frank, 
a public relations firm, sued 
Twitter in May, arguing that it 
wasn’t paid about $830, 498 for 
services rendered in the deal, “ 
the report said. 

Battery Smart raises 
$33 mn, targets 100K 
customers by 2025 

EV battery swapping network 
Battery Smart on Thursday 
said it has raised $33 million 
in its Pre-Series B funding that 
will be utilised to add 100, 
000 customers to its network 
by 2025 and expand its geo-
graphic footprint. The round 
saw participation from Bat-
tery Smart’s existing investors, 
Tiger Global and Blume Ven-
tures, as well as new investors, 
The Ecosystem Integrity Fund 
(EIF) and British International 
Investment (BII).

With 25, 000 active custom-
ers across tier 1, 2 and 3 cities, 
we are keen to reinforce our 
Environmental, social, and 
corporate governance (ESG) 
objectives while supporting 
India’s pursuit towards net-
zero emissions, ” said Pulkit 
Khurana, Co-Founder and 
CEO, Battery Smart.

In June 2022, Battery Smart 
raised $25 million in Series A 
funding led by Tiger Global, 
along with participation from 
Blume Ventures and Orios 
Ventures. Since then, the 
company has witnessed six 
times growth in its revenue 
and customer base, creating a 
dense network encompassing 
more than 600 battery swap 
stations across 25 cities.

The company said it has 
completed more than 12 mil-
lion battery swaps and is look-
ing to double that number. 

“We are excited to continue 
to invest in the entire Battery 
Smart team and their mis-
sion to simplify and accelerate 
electric vehicle adoption, and 
therefore clean transportation, 
” said Deep Varma, Head of 
Singapore, Tiger Global.

The battery-as-a-service 
model enables interoperable 
battery swapping for two and 
three-wheeler EVs in under 
two minutes, according to the 
company, and reduces the up-
front investment borne by a 
consumer by up to 40 per cent. 

RBI panel suggests inclusion of rupee 
in IMF’s special drawing rights basket 

SBI launches interoperable cardless cash withdrawal facilities 

Nearly 25% of 69,000 suspected GST accounts fake, CBIC drive reveals Centre claims no proof signifying domestic economic slowdown 

Paytm boosts merchant payments leadership 
with 79 lakh devices, adds 4 lakh in June alone

Loyds Banking Group announces Sirisha Voruganti 
as CEO & MD of Lloyds Technology Centre in India
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In any 
c o u n -
try, an 
increase 

in the number of elderly people, 
i.e., people above 65 years of age, 
leads to a decline in savings, a 
waning in the labour force, a 
weakening in the return on in-
vestment, and a deterioration 
in the investment rate.  India 
is a young country compared 
to the USA and China and will 
remain young in the coming de-
cades. The elderly population will 
increase from 5.5% in 2011 to 
15.2% by 2050, while in 2050 the 
elderly population will be 32.6% 
in China and 23.2% in the US.

Elderly in USA 
USA is troubled by long life 

expectancy, low birth rate, high 
cost of health care, as there is a 
rapid increase in public health 
care expenditure.  Because of 
this, there has been a huge 
reduction in the number of 
workers. USA’s dependence on 
other countries for workers has 
increased.  Industries have also 
been negatively affected.  Cases 
of loneliness and depression 
are being seen among children, 
adolescents, and youth.

Aging population in China
Due to the policy of producing 

1 child for a long time, the number 
of young populations in China 
has decreased drastically and 
the number of elderly people has 
increased radically.  Due to the 
reduction of labour force in the 
country, the economic and social 
condition of the country is being 
negatively affected.  In the year 
1980, China implemented the 
one child policy to control the 
population.  This plan was strictly 
implemented.  In this sequence, 
apart from sacking people from 
their jobs, women were also 
forced to have abortions.

Due to this policy, extensive 
changes are being seen in the 
economic and social structure 
of China. Children are becoming 
victims of despair and depres-
sion.  Due to psychological rea-
sons, they are not being brought 
up properly. There is a lack of 
confidence in children. Children 
are seen trying to escape from 
the competition.  Having a child 
has increased the income of the 
parents. The level of education 
has also increased. People have 
started getting more and more 
degrees. Education has also be-
come expensive in the changed 
environment.

According to the United Na-
tions Population Department, 
in the next century, the China’s 
labour population will be only 
548 million. According to an es-
timate, by the year 2030, there 
will be a huge gap in the age 

difference in the population of 
China. Obviously, the reduction 
in the labour force will have a 
negative impact on the country’s 
infrastructure, which is the driver 
of development. Lack of labour 
force will adversely affect road, 
electricity, health, education, 
industry, manufacturing etc.

Effect of aging in India
In the states of India, a com-

plex situation can be created 
regarding the elderly popula-
tion. The data suggests that 
some states, which include most 
of the states in South India, 
may see an unprecedented in-
crease in the elderly popula-
tion.  According to an estimate, 
India’s population may reach 
178 crores by the year 2050, 
while according to the World 
Bank, by the year 2050, India’s 
population will be 173 crores, in 
which 27 crores population may 
be of the elderly. State-wise, this 
number looks alarming.  By the 

year 2050, in 4 southern states 
like Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, 
one-fifth of the total popula-
tion will be of elderly popula-
tion, whereas, in the states of 
Maharashtra, West Bengal, 
and Odisha, a large popula-
tion is elderly. There will be a 
continuous exodus of labour 
from Northeast India in the 
coming decades, as has been 
happening in these states for 
the past decade. In the states 
of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Assam, Bihar, Haryana etc., 
the number of youth population 
will be more in the year 2050, 
due to which the migration of 
youth from these states to the 
southern states will continue.

Such changes may also 
increase the pressure on the 
infrastructure of the southern 
states. To avoid a “Demographic 
Crisis”, Andhra Pradesh has 
started encouraging people to 
have more children. State-wise 

per capita income data shows 
that the southern states are 
richer than the northern states 
and there is a wide gap in the 
income of the two regions. For 
example, the difference in per 
capita income between Karna-
taka and Bihar is Rs.1.1 lakh, 
while the difference between 
Karnataka and the national 
average is about Rs.57,000. By 
the year 2050, the elderly popu-
lation in southern states will 
increase, widening the income 
distribution gap even further.

Conclusion
It can be said that the de-

mographic change in India is 
pointing towards a big crisis, 
which needs to be acted upon 
in time. In totality, even though 
its effect is not visible in the 
economic and social perspec-
tive, but its far-reaching effect 
cannot be ruled out, because as 
the age of the people increases, 
there is an increase in savings, 
but in the older age, there is 
an increase in health expendi-
ture. Reduction in savings has a 
negative impact on the domestic 
products of the states.

An analysis of demographic 
data shows that by the year 
2050, Andhra Pradesh will have 
the highest percentage of el-
derly population in the country 
at 30.1%.  Kerala with 25.0%, 
Karnataka 24.6%, Tamil Nadu 
20.8%, Himachal Pradesh 

17.9% etc., while Haryana will 
have the lowest population of 
elderly at 9.8% in the year 2050. 
However, the states of Bihar, 
Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Chhat-
tisgarh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Ut-
taranchal etc. will be in a better 
position in the year 2050 in 
relation to the youth population.

Keeping in view the chang-
ing demographic trend, the 
states of the country need to 
formulate policies and imple-
ment them. States having young 
population should set up la-
bour-intensive industries, so 
that the young labour force can 
be used properly, while states 
having large population of el-
derly people should go ahead 
with the policy of increasing 
the retirement age.  However, 
India’s social and economic 
policy is different from that of 
China and USA. Nevertheless, 
in our country, a policy can be 
made in favour of the common 
people.  Presently, politicians in 
the country are working with 
full vigour even at the age of 
70 to 80 years.  If the policy is 
made according to the trend 
of demographic change in the 
states, then some better results 
can be expected on this front.

 Satish Singh–The Author 
is Ahmedabad based Senior 

Columnist. Views are 
personal.

Dangers of Aging Population

The External Affairs Minis-
ter arrived here on Thursday 
after visiting Zanzibar. India 
and Tanzania have tradition-
ally enjoyed close and friendly 
relations. The visit to Tanzania 
will further consolidate the bi-
lateral relations between our 
two countries.

On the second day of his two-
day visit to the East African na-
tion, Jaishankar paid homage 
to the Indian soldiers.

“Paid homage to Indian sol-
diers at the Commonwealth 
War Memorial in Dar es Salaam 
today. Their sacrifices in various 
theatres of war are an important 
aspect of our history. They are 
a reminder of India’s global 
impact,” he tweeted.

Dar es Salaam, now the 
capital of Tanzania, was at 
the outbreak of the First World 
War the capital of German 
East Africa.

The memorial which stands 
within Dar es Salaam War 
Cemetery, commemorates by 
name more than 1,500 officers 
and men who died in East Af-
rica during and after January 
1917. The cemetery also con-
tains the Dar Es Salaam Hindu 
cremation memorial which 
commemorates 14 Indian ser-
vicemen whose remains were 
cremated in accordance with 
their faith.

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has attached 
the house of two brothers ac-
cused in Pakistan-sponsored 
narco-terror case in Amritsar 
district of Punjab, officials said 
on Tuesday.

The case relates to a con-
spiracy hatched by a narco 
terror module to smuggle large 
quantities of drugs into India 
from Pakistan.

“The residential property 
of the brothers, Bikramjit 
Singh alias Bikram Singh and 
Maninder Singh alias Mani, 
has been attached under sec-
tion 25(1) of Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act, after its 
designation as ‘proceeds of 
terrorism’.

“The two brothers were ear-
lier arrested by the NIA in the 
case, “ said the official.

The NIA said they have al-
ready filed four charge sheets 
(including three supplemen-
tary) against 13 accused under 
the relevant sections of the 
UAPA, NDPS and IPC in the 
case.

“The drugs were being 
smuggled in the garb of rock 
salt imported from across the 
border. The sale proceeds of 
the smuggled drugs were being 
used to create movable and 
immovable properties in Pun-
jab, besides being channelised 
to fund terrorists of Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen in the Kashmir 
Valley, “ said the official.

The NIA had earlier also 
attached some land, mea-
suring 60 Kanal 10 Marla, 
in the case. Six vehicles and 
Rs 6, 35, 000 in cash were 
also seized.

Donald Trump has called for 
special counsel Jack Smith, 
who is overseeing the twin 
criminal investigations into 
the former US President’s han-
dling of classified documents 
and activities related to the 
January 2021 Capitol riot, to 
be “defunded”.

Since Smith was appointed 
last year by US Attorney Gen-
eral Merrick Garland to over 
the investigations, Trump has 
repeatedly attacked the special 
counsel, reports Newsweek.

In a post on his Truth Social 
app on Tuesday, Trump lashed 
out at Smith and called him a 
“sick puppet” of Garland and 
President Joe Biden.

“As my poll numbers go 
higher & higher, the Com-
munists, Marxists, & Fascists 
get more & more crazy with 
their ridiculous Indictments & 
Election Interference plans & 
plots, all controlled by an out of 
control, & very corrupt, DOJ/
FBI, “ Trump wrote.

“They have weaponized law 
enforcement in America at a 
level not seen before.”

“Deranged Jack Smith, who is 
a sick puppet for A.G. Garland 
& Crooked Joe Biden, should 
be defunded & put out to rest... 
Republicans must get tough 
or the Dems will steal another 
Election. MAGA!”

This was the second consecu-
tive day that Trump attacked 

Smith, Newsweek reported.
In another Truth Social post 

on Monday, the former Presi-
dent called the special counsel 
“a major SleazeBag put up by 
the corrupt DOJ to damage 
the Republican Party” and also 
accused the latter of “election 
interference”.

Last month, Trump pleaded 
not guilty to 37 counts related 
to the alleged mishandling of 
classified documents kept at 
his Mar-a-Lago resort in Palm 
Beach, Florida.

There has also been increas-
ing speculation that Smith’s 
Capitol riot probe may be 
ending with another crimi-
nal indictment of the former 
President.

Trump could also be charged 
in Fulton County, Georgia 
District Attorney Fani Willis’ 
investigation of his ill-fated at-
tempt to overturn his 2020 loss 
to Biden.

In an unprecedented but heart-
warming event, OpenAI’s chatbot 
ChatGPT stepped up to officiate 
the wedding of a US couple when 
faced with the unanticipated ab-
sence of a priest.

Reece Wiench and Deyton 
Truitt celebrated their wedding 
last weekend with the voice of the 

ChatGPT AI app leading the way, 
report Fox News. “Thank you all 
for joining us today to celebrate 
the extraordinary love and unity 
of Reece Wiench and Deyton 
Truitt, “ the chatbot said at the 
couple’s wedding last month. 
Wiench and Truitt said that they 
planned their wedding in five 

days because Truitt was about to 
deploy for the Army and Wiench 

wanted to join him after basic 
training.

In the US-based Colorado, 
there is no requirement for a 
licensed marriage official to of-
ficiate ceremonies, therefore, the 
bride’s father, Stephen Wiench, 
came up with the idea of using a 
more accessible and cost-effective 

officiant option. The chatbot was 
at first hesitant to conduct the 
ceremony, according to the re-
port. “It said ‘no’ at first. ‘I can’t do 
this, I don’t have eyes, I don’t have 
a body. I can’t officiate at your 
wedding, ‘” Wiench was quoted as 
saying. The couple persisted and 
provided personal information 

about themselves to the chatbot, 
which was woven into ChatGPT’s 
remarks during the ceremony. 
This is not the first time that an 
AI chatbot like ChatGPT has 
done something unusual like this.

Last week, a woman revealed 
that her long-time client stopped 
working with her after discover-

ing that she was using a ChatG-
PT-like artificial intelligence (AI) 
to write content.

Last month, a US judge sanc-
tioned the lawyer who submitted 
a legal brief written by ChatGPT, 
which included citations of non-
existent court opinions and fake 
quotes.

A school in the UK has con-
demned a video, which was 
earlier circulated on the social 
media, showing a Sikh boy being 
pushed, grabbed, and kicked by 
another boy.

The boys were students of 
Colton Hills Community School 
in Goldthorn Park, Wolver-
hampton.

Without mentioning the age 
and name of the boys, the school 
described it as a standalone, 
and not “racially motivated”, 
incident that has been “seri-
ously” dealt with.

“Sikh children continue to be 
safe in our school, “ a statement 
from S. Blower, acting head 
teacher of Colton Hills Com-
munity School, said on Tuesday.

“We are publishing this state-

ment to respond to an incident 
which took place on Friday 
(June 30) and has been shared 
on social media, to assure all in 
our community that it has been 
dealt with seriously.”

The school said that the inci-
dent, which did not happen on 
school grounds, was reported 
to them by the parents of the 
Sikh boy. The parents said their 
ward was followed and then 
assaulted by a student from the 

same school.
“The incident was reported 

to senior staff and immediate 
action was taken against the 
student who was the instigator 
in the incident. The nature of 
this will remain confidential, 
but the school has taken the 
strongest action as it would in 
any incident of this nature, “ 
the statement read, adding that 
the boy is safe and is attending 
the school.

The school authorities said 
they were also made aware of 
the posts circulating on social 
media regarding the incident, 
and an action on that has been 
taken. However, they denied 
that bullying or racism was in-
volved, and this was “confirmed” 
by the Sikh boy.

A 21-year-old Indian student in 
Australia, murdered in 2021, was 
bound by cable ties and buried 
alive by her former boyfriend in 
an “act of revenge”, according 
to the new details emerging on 
the case.

Jasmeen Kaur was stalked 
and abducted by Tarikjot Singh, 
23, from her workplace in North 
Plympton in 2021 and driven to 
Flinders Ranges where she was 
murdered and buried in a shal-
low grave. Tarikjot, who pleaded 
guilty to murder in February this 
year, was obsessed with Jasmeen 
and wanted to marry her, ac-
cording to the victim’s mother.

According to ABC News, in 
sentencing submissions in the 
South Australian supreme court 
on Wednesday, Prosecutor Car-
men Matteo SC said Jasmeen 

was forced to endure “absolute 
terror” after she was abducted 
by Singh from her workplace 
on March 5, 2021.

The court heard that the nurs-
ing student experienced an “un-
common level of cruelty” after 
she was abducted by Tarikjot, 
bound with tape and cable ties, 
and buried alive while blind-
folded and conscious.

Outlining the details of Tarik-
jot’s crime, Matteo told the court 
that he made “superficial” cuts to 
Jasmeen’s throat, but they did 
not cause her death.

A Canadian government agency 
said the country’s record-break-
ing wildfire season will continue 
to be challenging.

The 2023 wildfire season has 
already been the nation’s most 
severe on record and current pro-
jections indicate that this may 
continue to be a significantly chal-
lenging summer for wildfires 
in parts of the country, Xinhua 
news agency quoted the Natural 
Resources Canada as saying in a 
statement on Thursday. Accord-
ing to the government agency, 
most recent projections indicate 
a continued potential for higher-
than-normal fire activity across 
most of the country throughout 
the 2023 wildland fire season.

This is due to long-range fore-
casts for warm temperatures and 
ongoing drought, which are af-
fecting parts of all provinces and 
territories and intensifying in 

some regions. For July, warm and 
dry conditions will increase wild-
fire risk from British Columbia 
and Yukon through to western 
Labrador. During August, the 
area at risk will stretch from Brit-
ish Columbia through western 
Quebec, the statement said.

The Canadian Interagency 
Forest Fire Centre said on 

Thursday there were 649 ac-
tive wildfires nationwide and 
the number of out-of-control 
wildfires was 353. The number of 
wildfires in the country so far this 
year reached 3, 430, devouring 
about 88, 000 square kilometres 
of land. The government has al-
ready taken key steps to respond 
to the 2023 wildfire season, such 

as making additional investments 
to train more firefighters and 
provide support to provinces 
and territories on equipment 
and deploying Canadian Armed 
Forces personnel and capabili-
tie. Natural Resources Canada 
also announced two new steps 
to strengthen Canada’s response 
to the wildfires including the up-
grading of a National Fire Equip-
ment Cache in Banff National 
Park to act as a central equipment 
repository for Parks Canada and 
augment local equipment re-
serves in national parks across 
the country.

Minister of Natural Resources 
Jonathan Wilkinson said in the 
release that coupled with long-
term investments in wildfire 
fighting as well as climate mitiga-
tion and adaptation, Canada will 
address the root cause of these 
intensified fires: climate change.

Gurpatwant Pannu is 
alive, issues threat to 
Indian diplomats

Chandigarh:  Confirming 
that he is alive and in New 
York, India’s designated ter-
rorist Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun on Thursday issued a fresh 
threat to Indian diplomats 
in Canada, the US, Australia 
and the UK.

Pannun, who founded Sikhs 
For Justice (SFJ), released 
a video message from UN 
Headquarters saying, “Yes, 
we will hold Sandhu-Verma-
Doraiswami-Malhotra-Vohra, 
the Indian diplomats in US, 
Canada, UK, Italy and Aus-
tralia responsible for assas-
sination of Nijjar.”

Declaring the third phase 
of Khalistan referendum in 
Canada, Pannun said Toronto 
will vote on July 16 and Sep-
tember 10 voting in Vancouver 
will be dedicated to Nijjar.

Canada-based pro-Kha-
listan leader Hardeep Singh 
Nijjar, who was declared a 
‘wanted terrorist’ by the Indian 
government, was shot dead by 
two unidentified gunmen on 
the premises of Guru Nanak 
Sikh Gurdwara, of which he 
was the head, in the Punjabi-
dominated Surrey city of Brit-
ish Columbia in Canada last 
month.

Pannu went under-
ground after killing of 
some Khalistan supporters. 
Khalistan radicals set fire to 
the Indian Consulate in San 
Francisco on July 2. The US 
has condemned the attack.

New Delhi:  An article in 
Foreign Policy, a noted US mag-
azine focused on global affairs, 
has cited the emergence of India 
as a “major player” in the Middle 
East as one of the most interest-
ing geopolitical developments 
in the region in years.

The write-up highlighted 
New Delhi’s deep and grow-
ing ties with major countries 
in the region, including Israel, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, to 
assert that the evolution of In-
dia’s place reflects the changing 
international order and the will-
ingness -- perhaps even eager-
ness -- of these nations to benefit 
from the new multipolarity. 

There is little that the United 
States can do about this de-
velopment and may even in a 
paradoxical way benefit from 
it, its author Steven A Cook has 
argued. “If the United States’ 

Middle Eastern partners are 
looking for an alternative to 
Washington, it is better that 
New Delhi is among the choices.

“The US may no longer be 
the undisputed big dog in the 
region, but as long as India ex-
pands its presence in the Middle 
East, neither Russia nor China 
can assume that role,” he as-
serted. The author recalled his 
visit to India around a decade 

ago to state what had struck 
him then that Indians did not 
want to play a larger role in the 
Middle East. In the 10 years 
since his trip, however, things 
have changed, he said.

“While US officials and ana-
lysts are obsessed with every 
diplomatic move Beijing makes 
and eye Chinese investment in 
the Middle East with suspicion, 
Washington is overlooking one 

of the most interesting geopoliti-
cal developments in the region 
in years: the emergence of India 
as a major player in the Middle 
East,” Cook wrote.

When it comes to the Gulf, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Saudi Arabia are aggressively 
seeking ways to expand relations 
with India, the article said. It is 
a significant shift because both 
countries, particularly Saudi 
Arabia, have long aligned with 
Pakistan, it says, noting that the 
pivot to India stems in part from 
a common interest in containing 
Islamist extremism but much 
of the pull is economic. It high-
lighted the growing economic 
ties between India and the two 
countries to make the point. On 
India’s strong ties with Israel, it 
said they are perhaps the most 
well-developed of New Delhi’s 
relations in the region.

US magazine Foreign Policy article highlights India’s 
emergence as ‘major player’ in Middle East

Record-breaking wildfire season 
in Canada remains challenging

NIA attaches house of two 
brothers in Punjab in Pak 
sponsored narco terror case

UK school condemns attack on Sikh 
student, denies it was racially motivated

Indian student buried alive by ex-boyfriend 
in Aus in ‘act of revenge’, court hears

EAM Jaishankar pays homage to Indian soldiers at Commonwealth War Memorial in Tanzania

ChatGPT officiates wedding of US couple in absence of priest

Trump calls for special 
counsel to be ‘defunded’



Hollywood’s top stunt pro-
fessional Richard Burden, 
known for breathtaking car 
chase sequences, has been 
roped in for ‘Tiger 3’ starring 
Salman Khan and Katrina 
Kaif, who are reprising the 
roles of super-spies Tiger 
and Zoya.

Richard has previously 
worked in top Hollywood 
films like ‘Batman v Su-
perman: Dawn of Justice’, 
Christopher Nolan’s ‘The 
Dark Knight’, Martin Scors-
ese’s ‘Killers of the Flower 

Moon’ starring Leonardo Di 
Caprio and the Brad Pitt star-
rer action entertainer ‘Bullet 
Train!’. “Tiger 3 has the big-
gest heavyweights to craft 
action sequences. So, you can 
expect edge of the seat action 

that will blow your mind. It 
is a theatrical film with an 
unmatched scale that will 
appeal to everyone who loves 
Hindi cinema, “ said a source.

‘Tiger 3’ is part of the YRF 
Spy Universe and will also 
star Shah Rukh Khan who 
reprises his Pathaan avatar. 
The movie has the best of 
the best action directors like 
Franz Spilhaus (War), Parvez 
Shaikh (Tiger Zinda Hai, 
War) & Se-yeong Oh (War) 
choreographing the visually 
stunning action set-pieces.
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HigHligHt of tHe week1    no one can stop nation whose youth 

works with spirit of nation first: pm at 

ncc rally2  ’unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets 

aside suspension of 12 Bjp mlas from 

maha assembly3   omicron not result of recombination 

between previous variants:  
study

New Delhi: prime Minis-

ter narendra Modi on thurs-

day proposed elevating ties 

with central asia to an un-

precedented new level, guid-

ed by an “ambitious vision” 

shared by india and the five 

post-soviet republics.”our 

cooperation has achieved 

many successes over the past 

three decades. and now, at 

this crucial juncture, let us 

define an ambitious vision 

for the coming years as well,” 

pM Modi said in the first 

india-central asia summit 

held in a virtual format.
the prime Minister stressed 

the region’s security and pros-

perity can be guaranteed only 

if the india and central asian 

countries firmly bond. pM 

Modi wanted to “make it clear 

that mutual cooperation be-

tween india and central asia 

is essential for regional secu-

rity and prosperity”.
He pointed out that “cen-

tral asia is central to india’s 

vision of an integrated and 

stable extended neighbour-

hood”. central asia and West 

asia are the key pillars defin-

ing india’s doctrine of engag-

ing its “extended neighbour-

hood”.
second, the prime Min-

ister made it plain that the 

next phase of ties can be an-

chored only if the new delhi-

central asia relationship is 

firmly institutionalised at all 

levels drawing many layers 

of stakeholders. “the second 

objective is to give an effective 

structure to our cooperation. 

this will establish a framework 

of regular interactions at dif-

ferent levels and among vari-

ous stakeholders.the prime 

Minister said that the third 

objective of the summit was “to 

create an ambitious roadmap 

for our cooperation.”referring 

to the centrality of regional 

security, the prime Minister, 

specially cited the common 

concern shared by india and 

central asia to defuse turbu-

lence in afghanistan. 
“We are all concerned about 

the developments in afghani-

stan. in this context also our 

mutual cooperation has be-

come more important for re-

gional security and stability,” 

pM Modi said. analysts point 

out that the prime Minister’s 

initiative to deepen structural 

linkages with central asia has 

at least four major objectives. 

First, the new initiative seeks 

to revive the natural historical 

and civilisational ties between 

india and the region in the 

digital age. second, as india’s engage-

ment-from culture, economy, 

energy and military---deepens, 

it will serve an antidote to 

region’s critical reliance on 

china, and the temptation to 

embrace turkey, which is woo-

ing these countries on account 

of their turkic cultural roots. 

india shares this perception 

with russia, whose president, 

Vladimir putin was in new 

delhi last month. third, in-

dia sees secular central asian 

countries as bulwarks to re-

verse the tide of fundamental-

ism and extremism radiating 

from afghanistan and paki-

stan. Fourth, central asia is 

rich in natural resources-an 

element which can be fused 

in india’s atmanirbhar Bharat 

vision.the prime Minister 

spotlighted that india has 

deep relations with all of the 

central asian countries. He 

cited kazakhstan, which had 

emerged unscathed of a seri-

ous bout of internal instability, 

as an important partner in 

india’s energy security.
looking ahead, the pM 

Modi said that the summit will 

also focus on trade, connectiv-

ity, development partnership, 

culture, and people-to-people 

ties. india is keen that the 

landlocked central asia sees 

the iranian port of chabahar 

as the natural gateway to the 

indian ocean, instead of over-

relying on the pakistani ports 

of karachi and the Gwadar in 

the conduct of its seaborne 

international trade. AGeNCieS

PM flags intent to elevate India-Central Asia 

ties to a new level during first regional summitmodi saId  Central Asia is central to India’s vision 

of an integrated and stable extended 

neighbourhood  We are all concerned about the 
developments in Afghanistan. In this 

context also our mutual cooperation 

has become more important for 
regional security and stability

New Delhi: emphasising president ram nath kovinds 

compassion, two retiring majestic horses, Vikrant and Viraat, 

will be retained in the presidents Bodyguard.Both decisions, 

to retain Vikrant and Viraat, are in line with india’s high 

traditions of humane treatment of animals and aligned to 

president ram nath kovind’s own compassion for them it 

is learnt.all policies pertaining to army animals are issued 

by the army headquarters. 
Hence, presidential Bodyguard animals also follow the 

regulations of the Ministry of defence (Mod), president’s 

Bodyguard sources said.the Mod is the administrative 

ministry and only competent authority to explain queries 

pertaining to upkeep of animals.However, the president’s 

Bodyguard will be making a request to the army headquar-

ters to retain Virat in the regiment for his retired life as 

a mark of respect for his services, president’s Bodyguard 

sources said.it is learnt that another majestic horse, Vikrant, assigned 

to president’s Bodyguard and retiring around the same 

time, may be retained similarly. 
AGeNCieS

president’s Bodyguard to 
retain retiring horses vikrant, 

viraat as mark of respect

New Delhi: terming it 

unconstitutional and arbi-

trary, the supreme court 

on Friday set aside the year-

long suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly.a bench headed 

by Justice a.M. khanwilkar 

said the suspension could 

have only been for a session 

of the House. it further added that the 

resolution for suspending 

the 12 BJp Mlas for a year 

was illegal and declared it 

ineffective.on January 19, 

the top court reserved the 

verdict on petitions challeng-

ing the one-year suspension 

of the 12 BJp Mlas from 

the Maharashtra legislative 

assembly for their alleged 

misconduct and misbehav-

iour in the House in July, 

last year.a battery of senior advo-

cates -- Mahesh Jethmalani, 

Mukul rohatgi, neeraj kis-

han kaul, and siddharth 

Bhatnagar argued for the 

suspended legislators. 
the senior advocates 

were assisted by advocates 

siddharth dharmadhikari 

and abhikalp pratap singh.

senior advocate c.a. sun-

daram, representing the 

Maharashtra government, 

argued the act of suspending 

a member from the legisla-

tive assembly for one year is 

not barred by the constitu-

tion. the petitioners’ coun-

sel contended that merely 

exercising inherent power 

can the House act contrary 

to the constitution, and no 

preliminary power can go 

beyond the constitution or 

fundamental rights.
the petitioners argued 

that there was no justifica-

tion of suspension, which 

affects the right of the con-

stituency. rohatgi empha-

sized that the decision of 

1-year suspension is grossly 

irrational, as there was non-

compliance with natural jus-

tice.during the hearing, the 

top court had observed that 

the suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly in July, for a year, 

for misbehaving with the 

presiding officer in chair, 

both inside and outside the 

assembly, was “worse than 

expulsion”.the suspensions came 

after the legislators had 

misbehaved with the then 

speaker-in-chair, Bhaskar 

Jadhav for refusing them 

sufficient time to speak.the 

suspended BJp legislators in-

clude -- ashish shelar, Girish 

Mahajan, atul Bhatkalkar, 

Jaykumar rawal, yogesh 

sagar, narayan kuch, ab-

himanyu pawar, sanjay kute, 

ram satpute, parag alvani, 

kirtikumar Bhangadiya and 

Harish pimpale. AGeNCieS

‘unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets aside 

suspension of 12 BJp Mlas from Maha Vs
New Delhi: india got its 

first-ever export order for 

BrahMos missiles on Friday 

when the philippines’ de-

fence Ministry signed usd 

374 million contract with the 

BrahMos aerospace pvt ltd 

(Bapl) to supply undisclosed 

number of missiles, military 

officials stated.the Bapl, an india-russian 

joint venture, produces the su-

personic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from sub-

marines, ships, aircraft, or from 

land platforms.the usd 374 

million contract is to supply 

shore-based anti-ship BrahMos 

missiles to the philippines’ navy, 

the military officials noted.
in a statement, the defence 

Ministry said: “the Bapl 

signed a contract with the 

department of national de-

fence of the republic of phil-

ippines on January 28, 2022, 

for supply of shore-based 

anti-ship missile system to 

the philippines.””the Bapl 

is a joint venture company 

of the defence research and 

development organisation. 

the contract is an important 

step forward for Government 

of india’s policy of promoting 

responsible defence exports,” 

it added.india has already 

deployed a sizeable number 

of the Brahmos missiles and 

other key assets in several stra-

tegic locations along the line 

of actual control with china 

in ladakh and arunachal 

pradesh. 
AGeNCieS

India gets first-ever export order for Brahmos 

missiles; philippines signs usd 374 million contract

New Delhi:   since the 

election commission has 

banned physical campaigning 

due to prevailing covid-19 

situation in the country and 

the political parties are doing 

virtual rallies, the commis-

sion is keeping a close tab 

on the money spent on these 

rallies.
the commission has 

banned the physical rallies 

till January 31 this year and 

will review the situation after 

that.according to the sources, 

the commission’s observers 

are keeping a tab on the cam-

paign contents, which are be-

ing circulated during these 

virtual rallies.the commission on Jan-

uary 14, had conducted a 

detailed meeting with the 

government officials who 

have been designated as 

general, police and expen-

diture observers, who were 

asked to keep close watch 

on the expenditure during 

these virtual rallies too.dur-

ing the meeting with election 

observers the ec underlined 

the twin concerns on expen-

diture and content on virtual 

mode while the chief elec-

tion commissioner sushil 

chandra reminded ‘expendi-

ture observers’ to be innova-

tive in countering ‘new and 

latest methods of inducement’ 

to the voters.the poll panel has issued 

the guidelines to ensure that 

money spent on virtual cam-

paign is fully accounted for in 

the expenditure statements 

filed by candidates and po-

litical parties.the commis-

sion has already amended the 

format of expenditure state-

ment by adding column for 

virtual rallies.the candidates 

are expected to file the details 

of rallies including the num-

ber of virtual rallies, amount 

spent and also the campaign 

contents shared during these 

rallies.
the eci has also directed 

the social media platform 

companies to ensure compli-

ance with the voluntary code 

of ethics amid heavy online 

campaigning due to ban of 

rallies.the commission has 

increased the expenditure 

limits for the forthcoming as-

sembly elections and under the 

new order issued on January 

6, 2022, the maximum limit 

for the expenditure by a can-

didate in Manipur and Goa is 

fixed at rs 28 lakh while for 

the other three states punjab, 

uttar pradesh, uttarakhand is 

fixed at rs 40 lakh. AGeNCieS

eci keeping close watch on 

expenditure of virtual rallies
new delhi:  Vice president and rajya sabha chairman 

M. Venkaiah naidu will chair the meeting of the rajya 

sabha floor leaders on January 31, ahead of Budget session 

of the parliament.this meeting will take place virtually as 

precautionary measure against the covid-19 spread.in the 

customary meeting ahead of the important session, the 

chairman will ask for the co-operation of all political parties 

for the smooth running of the House.recently, the rajya 

sabha chairman also tested positive for covid-19 and now 

he has been recovering, sources said.the government has 

called an all-party meeting on January 31 to discuss issues 

and legislative business for the budget session.the all-party 

meeting of floor leaders will be held virtually.Floor leaders of all the po-litical parties in both the Houses of parliament are invited for the meet-ing to discuss issues and legislative business in the ensu-ing smooth functioning of the Bud-get session.the meeting will be held virtually at 3 p.m.the Budget ses-

sion of parliament will be held in two parts.First part will 

be held from January 31 till February 11, and the second 

part will be held from March 14 to april 8. 
iANS  

naidu to chair meeting 
of rs floor leaders ahead 

of Budget session

New Delhi: Former Vice president Hamid ansari and 

actress swara Bhaskar participated in an event by iaMc 

on republic day, an organisation which tried to get india 

blacklisted by the us, disinfolab said in a report."Former 

Vp ansari & actor swara Bhaskar participating in an event 

by iaMc to 'save pluralism' on #republicday they may 

not know: iaMc paid money to get india black-list by the 

us is linked with Jamaat-e-islami (Jei) & linked with the 

fraud in name of covid crisis," 

disinfolab said in a tweet.uapa 

was imposed on indian american 

Muslim council (iaMc) last year 

for spreading fake news to incite 

communal violence and reinforc-

es the narrative of minority plight 

in india - from fabricated stories 

on caa to tripura violence, the 

report said. iaMc members like 

kaleem kawaja have been vocal supporter of taliban.direc-

tor of operations in iMana is Zahid Mahmood, who is a 

former pak navy official. coincidentally, iMana is also 

linked with islamic society of north america (isna), a 

Muslim Brotherhood front in the us.iaMc is headed by 

rasheed ahmed, who was executive director (2008-17) 

of another shady front -- islamic Medical association of 

north america (iMana).  

AGeNCieS

hamid ansari attends Iamc event which 
had tried to get India blacklisted

The Budget is  people-friendly and progressive. Along with strengthening economy, it will create 
new opportunities in the 

sphere of infrastructure, 
investment and jobs.”NareNdra Modi, Prime Minister
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vantage  pointDelhi govt receives 1,300 
responses from people 

for its ‘Swaraj Budget’ 
Delhi Budget 2022-23 will bring 

back the derailed economy of 
the city on track and foster 

economic growth 
P2

 
Budget focuses on 

welfare: NaddaThe Union Budget focused 
on upliftment of the poor 

and weaker sections P3
 

66.8 pc feel Budget will 
strengthen the economy 

The Budget well when 
it comes to long-term 

prospects despite the 
hardships they are facing 

at the moment 
P5Govt cuts customs duty 

on some mobile parts
The govt on Tuesday announced duty concessions 

on certain mobile phone 
parts that may make some 

of the mobile handsets 
cheaper.  

P7

with 35% hike, huge push for capital expenditure; digital assets taxed

whats  up

whats down

NEWDELHI: With a special 

focus on capital expenditure, 

Union Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore 

Budget 2022-23 in Lok Sab-

ha. Eyeing 8% growth in the 

upcoming fiscal, the govern-

ment has planned to extend 

Rs 1 lakh crore interest-free 

loans to states. The personal 

income tax rates have been 

left untouched. The growth 

projection is based on oil price 

projection of $70-75 per bar-

rel next fiscal and against the 

current price of $90.
The CapEx head saw a rise 

by 35.4%, around Rs 2 lakh 

crore, as the economic blue-

print pegged it at Rs 7.50 lakh 

crore against the last year al-

location of Rs 5.54 lakh crore. 

In the current financial year, 

the growth rate is expected 

to be 9.2%. The draft also 

indicates that economic ac-

tivity has recovered to pre-

pandemic level and it is well 

placed to take on challenges 

in 2022-23. The Finance Ministry has in-

creased tax deductions for in-

vestments in pension schemes 

for government employees 

besides proposing 30% tax 

on cryptocurrencies. 
The fiscal deficit has plunged 

to 6.9%. This is estimated to 

be at 6.4% in the next finan-

cial year. National Highways will be 

extended by 25,000 km with 

a hike of Rs 1 lakh crore. The 

scope of PM GatiShakti Na-

tional Master Plan will en-

compass the seven engines 

— Roads, Railways, Airports, 

Ports, Mass Transport, Wa-

terways and Logistics Infra-

structure — for economic 

transformation, seamless 

multimodal connectivity and 

logistics efficiency.
The MGNREGA’s allocation 

is Rs 73,000 crore. The fund 

for Rural Development De-

partment has been hiked to Rs 

1,35,944 crore. In agriculture 

sector, the govenment will 

boost the use of Kisan Drones 

for crop assessment, pesti-

cide spray and land record 

digitisation. Natural farming 

along Ganga will also be the 

government’s focus. 
With mental healthcare in 

mind, the government will set 

up a National Digital Health 

Ecosystem and National Tele 

Mental Health Programme. 

The defence sector drew sig-

nificant attention of the Cen-

tre as it saw a hike of 9.82% 

rise at an overall allocatoin 

of Rs 5,25,166 crore for the 

Ministry of Defence. The capi-

tal for new acquisitions has 

been hiked by over 12%. The 

capital budget for the Border 

Roads Organisation has been 

increased to Rs 3,500 crore. 

 

AGENCIES

EYE ON 8% GROWTH Who
What

Said
The visionary Budget will 

help make India the world’s 
leading economy. The Budget will 

change the economy scale. Its 
size (Rs 39.45 lakh crore) shows 

our economy is rapidly growing 

even in the pandemic.”
aMit Shah, Union Home Minister 

The Budget is mostly 
for capitalists. The country is 

gradually turning into unequal 

as nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 
have been provided to the big 

industrialists.”
P. chidaMbaraM, Former Finance Minister

People had high 
expectations from the Budget 

during Covid period. It has left 
people disappointed as the Union 

Budget offers nothing for them. 

Nothing has been done to bring 

respite from inflation.”
arviNd kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister

NEW DELHI: Amid the 

Central leadership hailing the 

Budget as people-friendly, Op-

position leaders have slammed 

the government, terming it a 

“Pegasus spin budget”. 
After Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

the Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget 

2022-23 in the Lok Sabha, 

Congress leaders, including 

Rahul Gandhi, said it was a 

“Lollypop budget”. They al-

leged it had exposed the gov-

ernment’s “anti-farmer and 

anti-poor” face. West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee termed it 

a “Pegasus spin budget” that 

provided nothing to the com-

mon people who have been 

“crushed” by unemployment 

and inflation.Senior Congress leader and 

former finance minister P 

Chidambaram dubbed the 

Budget as “the most capital-

ist” and said the country was 

turning into “very unequal” as 

nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 

have been provided to the big 

industrialists.Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 

the Budget was nothing but 

an attack on subsidies and old 

rhetoric. The Congress wrote 

on Twitter that the salaried 

and middle classes waited in 

anticipation for a Budget to 

help them through their trou-

bles, but the Lollipop Budget 

has proved that time spent 

waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come 

under BJP rule is nothing but 

time wasted.”Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal dubbed the Union 

Budget as “disappointing” and 

said it has nothing for the com-

mon people.CPM general secretary Sita-

ram Yechury questioned the 

government on the purpose of 

the Budget and asked why the 

wealthy have not been taxed 

further. “Budget for whom? 

The richest 10% Indians own 

75% of the country’s wealth. 

The bottom 60% own less 

than 5%. Why are those who 

amassed super-profits during 

the pandemic, while jobless-

ness, poverty & hunger have 

grown, not being taxed more?” 

Yechury asked in a tweet.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 

Mayawati said the Budget 

has been brought to “woo the 

public with new promises” and 

alleged that the Centre has 

forgotten to implement its old 

announcements.Swaraj India president Yo-

gendra Yadav said  the gov-

ernment took its “revenge” on 

farmers for leading a successful 

movement against the now-

repealed farm laws. AGENCIES

Opposition leaders see Lollypop, 

Pegasus spin in govt blueprint‘Why are those who amassed wealth during the 
pandemic, while 

joblessness, poverty 
grew, not being taxed more?’

Following are the highlights of the 2022-23 Budget presented 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: 

HEALtH AND SANItAtIoN

  The Ministry of Ayush has got Rs 3,050 in the Union Budget 

2022-23, a slight increase of 2.69% from 2021-22 when 

Rs 2,970 crore was earmarked for the same.  

  Budget documents show that the spending on medical 

and public health has been reduced from Rs 74,820 crore 

in 2021-22 to Rs 41,011 crore in 2022-23 due to lower 

requirement of vaccination. 

  The health sector has been allocated Rs 86200.65 crore. 

This is an increase of 16 per cent over Rs 73,931 crore in 

2021-22.DEfENCE  The defence budget has been hiked to Rs 5.25 lakh crore 

from last year when the allocation was Rs 4.78 lakh crore. 

  The major thrust is on procurement of weapons and military 

platforms from domestic players as well as to involve them 

in defence research and development.

  According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 68% 

of the outlay for defence procurement will be set aside for 

buying from domestic industry and that 25% for defence 

research and development (R&D) will be kept for collabo-

ration with the private sector.

  An independent nodal umbrella body will be set up for 

private players to meet their requirements for testing and 

new technologies and to get the certification.

  The overall defence budget of 5,25,166 crore including 

Rs 1,19,696 crore for defence pensions is an increase of 

9.8% compared to last year’s total outlay. The defence 

budget excluding the pension component stands at Rs 

4,05,470 crore.
  Separately, Rs 20,100 crore has been set aside for the 

Ministry of Defence (civil).
EDuCAtIoN  The allocation for the education sector has been increased 

to Rs 1.04 lakh crore from Rs 93,224 crore (Budget esti-

mate) in 2021-22.
  The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, laid emphasis 

on digital modes of education to reverse learning losses 

caused by the Covid pandemic. The revised estimate for 

2021-22 is Rs 88,001 crore.

   ‘One class-one TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA will 

be expanded from 12 to 200 TV channels. This will enable 

all states to provide supplementary education in regional 

languages for Class I-XII.

  School education has got Rs 63,449.37 crore, SamagraShiksha 

Abhiyan Rs 37,383.36 crore, Kendriya Vidyalayas Rs 7,650 

crore and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas Rs 4,115 crore. 

Higher Education has been allocated Rs 40,828 crore 

AGrICuLturE  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare have 

got Rs 1,32,513 crore, which is a hike of 4.5 per cent than 

the  last year’s budgetary allocation. 

  Rs 6,407.31 crore has been kept aside for the Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. This is around 

44 per cent compared to the last year’s sum.

  The Food Processing Industry has been allocated   

Rs 2,941.99 crore, a hike of over 200 per cent.

  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Yojana has been allocat-

ed Rs 6,75,000 crore and crop insurance scheme  

Rs 15,500 crore.

* Barring diamond traders, the Budget has nothing much  

to offer to the jewellery industry.

  Headphones 
   Electronic toys

   Earphones 
  Unblended fuel

  Smart meters 
   Loudspeakers

  Imitation jewellery    Solar cells

   Solar modules 
   Umbrellas

   X-ray machines

  Phone camera lens   Apparel

  Phone charger 
  Frozen mussels

  Methyl alcohol 
   Cocoa beans

  Polished diamond*   Acetic acid

  Computer, laptop   Asafoetida

The highlighTs

NEWDELHI: Terming it a “zero-sum 

budget”, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 

alleged that the Union Budget 2022-23 

had nothing for those hailing from poor 

and middle class families. “There is despair 

all around our country, our youth have no 

future and once again the Modi govt’s budget completely 

ignores this painful reality,” he wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, taking a dig at him, Finance Minister Sith-

araman said Rahul, as a leader of the oldest political 

party, should understand what was being said. 

Nothing for poor, middle class: Rahul

MuMbAI:Presenting the Bud-

get, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman proposed to tax any 

income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset at 30 per cent 

and impose a 1 per cent tax de-

duction at source of transactions 

above a monetary threshold.
Sitharaman said it should 

not be seen as a step towards 

legalising or recognising crypto-

currencies. “There is a process of 

consultation, which is going on, 

about crypto,” she said.
Though it made some experts 

feel that the measure was a step 

towards legitimising it, a day 

later, Finance Secretary TV So-

manathan cleared the air that 

cryptocurrency would never be 

a legal tender. In an interview, 

Somanathan said just like gold 

and diamond, despite being 

valuable, are not a legal tender, 

private cryptocurrencies too will 

never be a legal tender.
Earlier, Sitharaman said tax-

ing the digital currencies was 

justified as there had been a 

phenomenal increase in trans-

actions in virtual digital assets, 

making it imperative to provide 

for a specific tax regime.
There will also be no deduc-

tion in respect of any expendi-

ture or allowance except the cost 

of acquisition while computing 

this income. Also, the loss from 

transfer of virtual digital assets 

cannot be set off against any 

other income. Estimates put 

the number of crypto investors 

between 1.5 and 2 crore.

In order to capture the trans-

action details, Sitharaman also 

proposed TDS on payment made 

for transfer of virtual digital at 

1%. Gift of virtual digital assets 

is also proposed to be taxed in 

the hands of the recipient, she 

said. Security agencies have ex-

pressed concerns over the mis-

use of digital coins on Dark Web 

for terror acts, drugs trafficking 

and money laundering.
“Virtual digital assets have 

gained tremendous popularity 

in recent times and the volumes 

of trading in such digital assets has 

increased substantially. Further, 

a market is emerging where pay-

ment for the transfer of a virtual 

digital asset can be made through 

another such asset. Accordingly, 

a new scheme to provide for taxa-

tion of such virtual digital assets 

has been proposed in the Bill,” the 

explanatory memorandum of the 

Finance Bill notes.  AGENCIES

30% tax, but crypto won’t be legal: Govt

New policy

FINaNCe SeCReTaRy TV SomaNaThaN SayS 
CRyPToCURReNCy, jUST 

lIke gold & dIamoNd, wIll 
NeVeR Be a legal TeNdeR

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi has said digital rupee, 

proposed in the Budget, can be ex-

changed for cash and will open new 

opportunities in the fintech sector.

While addressing the ‘Atmanirbha 

Arthavyavastha’ (self-reliant econ-

omy) symposium organised by the 

BJP, he said the central bank digital 

currency or the digital rupee will 

make online payments more se-

cure and risk free and boost digital 

economy in the years to come.
“The digital rupee will be the digital 

form of our physical rupee and will 

regulated by the RBI. This will be 

such a system that will enable ex-

change of physical currency with 

digital currency,” Modi said at the 

symposium, attended by senior party 

leaders.“Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) will strengthen the digital 

economy,” he added. AGENCIES

A lot more in fintech sector: PM
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Mumbai: Playback singer Ari-
jit Singh, who is often dubbed as 
the superstar of the Hindi music 
industry, has recorded another 
reprise version of a song after 
the much debated ‘Pasoori Nu’. 
This time, the singer has lent 
his vocals to the new version of 
the superhit song ‘Main Nikla 
Gaddi Leke’ from the upcoming 
film ‘Gadar 2’.

As per media reports, after the 
tremendous positive response 
to ‘Udd Jaa Kaale Kaava’, the 

makers will soon release the 
reworked version of ‘Main Nikla 
Gaddi Leke’ in the lead upto the 

film’s release. The song was a 
smash hit when it was released 
more than 2 decades back and 

continues to command a solid 
fan following. In ‘Gadar’, the 
song comes at an important 
juncture when Sunny Deol’s 
character of Tara Singh per-
forms in Ameesha Patel’s char-
acter’s college at a cultural event 
and leaves the audience dancing 
their hearts out. The story of 
‘Gadar 2’ is set in the 1971 war 
between India and Pakistan 
and this time Tara Singh will 
go to Pakistan to bring his son 
Charanjeet back to India.

UAE: Mandeep Singh, a doc-
tor of Indian descent, attracted 
attention by performing a rare 
treatment on an unborn fetus. 
He is recognized as the first 
doctor of Indian descent who 
performed such treatment. 
Mandeep Singh, a famous 
medical expert from Mumbai. 

Mandeep Singh, a doctor 
of Indian descent, attracted 
attention by performing a rare 
treatment on an unborn fetus. 
He is recognized as the first 
doctor of Indian descent who 
performed such treatment. 
Mandeep Singh, a renowned 
medical expert based in Mum-
bai, is working in a hospital in 
Abu Dhabi. At this time, the 
doctors found that the baby 
in the womb of a woman from 
Colombia has a spine problem. 
A rare surgery is required to 

fix this problem. 
As a part of this, they resort-

ed to Crypus Nicolaidin Fetal 
Medicine and Therapy Center 
in Abu Dhabi. A team of doc-
tors led by Mandeep Singh 
successfully completed the sur-
gery and solved the problem. 
A 24-week-pregnant infant 
had a modified spinal defect. 
Spina bifida is a problem in the 
fetus. It is a birth defect. This 
causes permanent disability 

to the unborn child. But this 
surgery has to be done before 
the baby comes to earth. Such 
rare treatment is rare in the 
world. This problem should be 
solved between 19 to 25 weeks. 
If a thousand people are born 
in the world, only one of them 
will have this problem. 

On the successful comple-
tion of the surgery, Dr. Man-
deep Singh said that the 
treatment was performed by 

making a small incision on the 
uterus. This problem needs to 
be solved while the baby is still 
in the womb. For this we used 
synthetic patch. After the sur-
gery, we close the uterus again 
by sending amniotic fluid into 
the cavity. The doctor said that 
the health of the mother and 
the baby is stable. The woman 
will give birth in August. 

Meanwhile, there are only 
14 centers in the world that 
conduct such surgeries. Couples 
from Asia and South America 
travel to Europe and North 
America for similar surgeries. 
This approach is very costly. 
The woman’s family members 
said, ‘In the 20-week scan, it 
was found that the back of the 
baby in the womb was not right. 
They advised that it would be 
better to remove the pregnancy. 

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Chandigarh

Mega stars present at Chandi-
garh, Chandigarh’s Boogal Bol-
lywood Ballistic Awards 2023 
- Arjun Bijlani, Ashnoor Kaur, 
Adah Malik, Kunal Jaisingh, 
Siddharth Nigam, Abhishek 
Nigam, Ramji Gulati, Kumar, 
Kabir Bedi , Deepak Tijori, 
Myra Singh, Rohit K Verma, 
Sherma Rata, Isha Gaur, 
Puneet Dixit, Shrey Mittal, 
Adrija Rao, Shweta Mehta, 
Palash Dutta, Aparna Dixit, 
Mame Khan, Shifa Memon, 
Aakriti Sharma, Varun Bud-

dhadev, Kashish Rajput, Shrey 
Mittal, Neet Mahal, Ballaraj 
Syal, Teheran Bakshi, Naykara 
Kaur, Mudassar Khan, An-
kitha Mathy, Jyoti Saxena, 

Prashant Virender Sharma 
and many more OTT and silver 
screen stars.

The ceremony recognized 
and honored exceptional con-
tributions across OTT and 
the silver screen. The award 
night left no stone unturned to 
honor the leaders of the pres-
tigious Indian entertainment 
industry. Recognized the top 
performances of the industry 
and felicitated the artistes for 
their blood, sweat and tears, 
who created amazing work for 
audiences across the country 
and across the globe, said or-
ganizers Mahi and Gaurav.

The teaser of the upcoming Var-
un Dhawan and Janhvi Kapoor-
starrer film ‘Bawaal’, which was 
unveiled on Wednesday has 
received polarising reactions 
from the people on the Internet. 
While many people appreciated 
the teaser of the film, a section 
of users on the Internet feels 
that the makers shouldn’t have 
made reference to gas chamber 
in Nazi Germany.

As the Nazi party took hold of 
major parts of Europe and the 
Scandinavian, it unleashed a 
barrage of hate crime against the 
Jewish population in Poland, 
Hitler’s homeland of Austria, 

Germany and other parts of 
Europe.

Six million European Jews 
were killed in one of the deadli-
est documented crimes against 
humanity by the Nazis. It was 
also the first time when people 
were killed on an industrial scale 
during World War 2.

The last shots of ‘Bawaal’ teas-
er are installed in what seems 

like a gas chamber and shows 
people gasping for breath as a 
person shuts the window of the 
entrance on them. Several users 
took to Twitter to express their 
anger over alleged “romanticisa-
tion of holocaust” in the film.

One user wrote: “n*tesh 
t*wari is f****** insane...you 
don’t use a tragedy on the scale 
of holocaust to portray basic ro-
mantic strife..and then to show 
a gas chamber scene??? all my 
expectations for this film went 
out of the window.”

Another wrote: “Was that a 
gas chamber in the final shot of 
the teaser?”

‘India’s Got 
Talent 10’

slated to 
premiere on 

July 29

One of the most watched 
reality shows of the country, 
‘India’s Got Talent’ is all ready 
to embark on a power-packed 
Season 10. As the countdown 
begins, excitement, adrena-
line and adventure are brew-
ing with participants from 
all walks of life preparing to 
showcase their talents on July 
29 with Shilpa Shetty, Kirron 
Kher and Badshah acting as 
judges. From singers, dancers, 
magicians, acrobats, and more, 
the stage of ‘India’s Got Tal-
ent’ will be filled with superb 
talent as contestants perform 
the unbelievable, bedazzling 
audiences and judges alike. 
The panel of judges, renowned 
for their expertise in various 
fields, adds an extra element of 
excitement. This season of the 
show is set to be a rollercoaster 
of emotions and hardcore tal-
ent showcasing the best of In-
dia’s undiscovered gems. In the 
new promo of the upcoming 
season on social media, we see 
a display of some exceptional 
talent in various fields be it 
archery, acrobatics, dancing, 
skipping through fire or walk-
ing on nails and playing with 
death itself.

Mozez Singh making 
documentary 
feature film based 
on the life of Yo Yo 
Honey Singh

Director Mozez Singh, who 
is known for directing mov-
ies such as ‘Zubaan’ and 
co-directing the medical 
thriller series ‘Human’, has 
concluded the principle pho-
tography for his documentary 
feature film, based on the life 
and journey of the rapper 
and hip hop artiste, Yo Yo 
Honey Singh.

When asked about his 
experience on making the 
documentary, Mozez said: 
“Working on this docu-
mentary feature has been 
the most exhilarating ex-
perience for me. The roller 
coaster ride in the world of 
Yo Yo Honey Singh has been 
one of the most adrenaline 
filled creative rides of my 
career, and my introduc-
tion to the hypnotic world of 
documentary film making.”

“I remain eternally thank-
ful to him, to Sikhya Enter-
tainment and Netflix for so 
beautifully partnering with 
me on this fabulous musical 
adventure, “ he added. Pen-
ning a note of gratitude to 
the director, Honey Singh 
took to his Instagram and 
posted a picture of the two 
together. Along with the pic-
ture, the rapper wrote: “It’s 
a wrap of my documentary!! 
It was a crazy emotional ride 
for me I want to thank my 
director saab Mozez Singh, 
my producer Guneet Monga 
for crafting it with love n 
faith !! It’s been almost 1.5 
year we been shooting this 
n finally its gonna come out 
in few months exclusively on 
@netflix_in STAY TUNED 
TO WATCH WHATS RE-
ALLY A REAL SIDE OF ME 
#jaibholenath #satnamwa-
heguru.”

Teaser of the upcoming Varun and Janhvi 
starrer film ‘Bawaal’ unveiled soon

‘Tiger 3’ is part of the YRF Spy Universe 
starring Salman Khan and Katrina Kaif

Arijit Singh to croon new version of ‘Main Nikla Gaddi Leke’ from ‘Gadar 2’

Mandeep Singh becomes the first doctor of Indian origin 
to perform In Utero Spina Bifida Repair procedure 

Booggle Bollywood Ballistic Awards 2023 : OTT and 
silver screen celebrities dazzle on the red carpet

Kavita Sharma
New Delhi

Ahead of the players’ draft set to 
take place on July 11 in New Del-
hi for the inaugural season, Pro 
Panja League, Asia›s biggest arm-
wrestling promotion, in partner-
ship with Sony Sports Network 
launched the #LagaPanja cam-
paign to promote  ‹Bharat Ka 
Khel›. The thrilling campaign 
films, created by Pro Panja co-
founders Mr. Parvin Dabas and 
Ms. Preeti Jhangiani, are being 
telecast on Sony Sports Network 
to excite viewers for the upcoming 
action-packed inaugural season. 

Panja or Arm wrestling 
is BharatKaKhel in its true sense, 
having its reach across metropoli-
tan as well as tier-two and tier-
three cities. The hashtag #Laga-
Panja has been designed as a call 
for Indian sports fans to challenge 
their friends, family members, col-
leagues on the table. The cam-
paign films promoting #Bharat-
kaKhel aims to evoke emotions of 
passion, patriotism, and nostalgia, 
while also providing viewers with 
a glimpse of the action-packed 
competition in store. 

Pro Panja League, which will 
be hosted at the IGI Stadium in 
New Delhi between July 28 and 
August 13, has already captured 
the attention of audiences with 
its unique format. Six teams of 30 
players each will compete across 
10 weight divisions comprising of 
men›s, women›s and physically 
challenged categories. The first two 

teams - Mumbai Muscle owned by 
Punit Balan, and Kiraak Hyder-
abad owned by Gautam Reddy 
– have already been announced. 

Speaking on the campaign on 
Sony Sports Network, Pro Panja 
League co-founder Parvin Dabas 
said, “Panja is the only combat 
sport that can work for the masses 
in India as it is both family friendly 
and entertaining. It is also sponsor 
friendly because it does not require 
hefty spending on infrastructure. 
All you need is a table. The audi-
ence is already familiar with the 
sport and hence, they will not only 
get to view professional armwres-
tling for the first time, but will also 
be able to issue #LagaPanja chal-
lenges at home, schools or offices 
and directly engage with the sport. 

Pro Panja League, has taken a 
unique approach to develop the 
market before the inaugural season 
and has hosted several promotional 
shows and Ranking Tournaments 
across India since its inception in 
2020. With shows across Gwalior 
Fort, Gateway of India, Mumbai, 
and Majestic Pride Casino Boat in 
Goa, Pro Panja League has already 
garnered over 250 million social 
media views, which is a clear indi-
cation that it a promising prospect 
for both advertisers & consumers. 

Nushratt Bharuccha 
revealed that she 
has three films 
releasing this year

Nushratt Bharuccha, who was 
last seen in the film Chatra-
pathi, has revealed that she has 
three films releasing this year, 
all of them are female-centric 
films and so the responsibility 
on her shoulder is threefold.

Panjawrestling- Bharat ka khel…Kim Kardashian
tearfully addresses Kanye West’s anti-semitism

Reality TV star Kim 
Kardashian was seen 
crying in the latest epi-
sode of ‘The Kardashi-

ans’ over her ex-husband Kanye 
West’s anti-semitic remarks.

“It’s really confusing for me 
that it’s so different than the 
person that I married because 
that’s who I loved and that’s who 
I remember, “ Kardashian says 
to the camera. “I’ll do anything 
to get that person back.”

She continues, “The whole 
situation is sad, and I don’t know 
how to emotionally manage it. 
I’m conflicted because I don’t 
ever want to jump in and be apart 

of a downfall for the father of 
my kids.” “It’s really hard, “ she 
added, reports ‘Variety’. “And I 
don’t wish that upon anybody.”

In the episode, Kardashian is 
in conversation with her sister, 
Khloe Kardashian, distraught 
over how to navigate her emo-
tions and the public backlash 
against her ex-husband’s hate 
speech, while continuing to 
support her children and their 
father. “I’m just not OK. I’m just 
having such a hard day today, “ 
Kardashian says through tears 
to her sister. “I literally haven’t 
changed my outfit in like two 
days. I just have to get it together. 

I just can’t.” “You don’t have to 
get it together. You don’t have 
to be strong all the time, “ Khloe 
tells Kim. “You’re allowed to go 
through this and have your feel-
ings. What you’ve been dealing 
with is not okay.”

“I feel so bad for him, “ Kim 
responds. “I don’t even think he 
feels bad for himself because I 
don’t even know if he knows 
how...I just feel so bad.”

Kim tells Khloe that she has 
not spoken to West during his 
anti-semitic tirades because “he’ll 
probably go off on me, “ but says 
she is struggling with how to 
handle herself. 

Parminder 
Kaur

In today’s 
fast-
paced 
digital 

landscape, businesses of all 
sizes are seeking innovative 
ways to connect with their tar-
get audience and gain a com-
petitive edge. This paradigm 
shift has led to the meteoric 
rise of digital marketing as a 
powerful tool for companies 
to engage their customers. 
Consequently, the demand 
for skilled digital marketers is 
soaring, making it an incred-
ibly promising career path. In 
this article, we will delve into 
the world of digital market-
ing and explore the vast array 
of opportunities it offers to 
individuals looking to embark 
on a dynamic and rewarding 
professional journey.

1.  Understanding the 
Essence of Digital Mar-
keting: Digital marketing 
encompasses a wide range 
of strategies and techniques 
used to promote products, 
services, or brands through 
digital channels. These chan-
nels include search engines, 
social media platforms, email 
marketing, content market-
ing, mobile applications, 
and more. Digital market-
ers leverage these platforms 

to effectively target and 
engage audiences, measure 
campaign performance, and 
drive valuable conversions.

2.  The Growing Signifi-
cance of Digital Marketing: 
With the increasing reliance 
on technology and the inter-
net, businesses understand 
the necessity of establishing 
a robust online presence. 
Digital marketing provides 
the means to accomplish this 
objective by employing data-
driven strategies that maxi-
mize reach, engage the right 
audience, and yield measur-
able results. As traditional 
marketing methods shift to 
digital platforms, the demand 
for digital marketing profes-
sionals continues to surge.

3.  Lucrative Career Op-
portunities: Digital marketing 
presents a plethora of career 
opportunities across various 
domains. Here are some popu-
lar roles within the field

a) � Social Media Manager: 
Responsible for devising 
and executing social me-
dia strategies, managing 
online communities, and 
monitoring brand reputa-
tion across platforms.

b) � Search Engine Optimi-
zation (SEO) Specialist: 
Tasked with optimiz-
ing website content and 
structure to enhance 
organic search rankings, 
increase visibility, and 
drive traffic.

c) � Content Marketer: 
Focuses on creating and 
disseminating valuable, 
relevant, and consistent 
content to attract and 
retain a clearly defined 
target audience.

d) � Digital Advertising 
Specialist: Manages paid 
advertising campaigns 
across platforms like 
Google Ads, Facebook 
Ads, and display networks 

to drive conversions and 
boost brand visibility.

e) � Email Marketing 
Manager: Develops 
and implements email 
marketing campaigns, 
creates engaging content, 
and leverages automation 
to nurture leads and foster 
customer loyalty.

4.  Essential Skill Set: To 
excel in digital marketing, 
a combination of technical 
and soft skills is vital. These 
include: soft skills is vital. 
These include:
a) � Analytical Skills: The 

ability to analyze data, 
measure campaign perfor-
mance, and derive action-
able insights is crucial 
for making data-driven 
decisions and optimizing 
marketing strategies.

b) � Creativity: Digital 
marketers need to think 
outside the box, develop 
innovative campaigns, 
and craft compelling 
content that captivates 
the audience.

c) � Adaptability: The digital 
landscape is ever-evolving, 
necessitating the need 
to stay updated with the 
latest trends, tools, and 
algorithms to remain 
competitive.

d) � Communication Skills: 
Effective communication 
is essential for collaborat-

ing with team members, 
understanding client re-
quirements, and engaging 
with target audiences.

5.     Continuous Learn-
ing and Growth: One of the 
most exciting aspects of a 
career in digital marketing is 
the opportunity for continu-
ous learning and growth. The 
field is constantly evolving, 
and staying up-to-date with 
emerging technologies and 
trends is crucial. Digital mar-
keters can attend webinars, 
conferences, and workshops, 
and obtain certifications to 
enhance their skill set and 
remain at the forefront of the 
industry.

Conclusion- Digital mar-
keting presents an exciting 
and promising career path for 
individuals passionate about 
technology, creativity, and 
data. As businesses increas-
ingly embrace digital plat-
forms to engage their audi-
ences, the demand for skilled 
digital marketers continues to 
soar. By developing a strong 
skill set, staying adaptable, 
and continually expanding 
knowledge, professionals can 
unlock a world of opportuni-
ties in this rapidly evolving 
field. If you are seeking a 
career that combines innova-
tion, creativity, and growth, 
digital marketing might just 
be the perfect
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