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Delhi (M chairs meeting on combating
dengue, other vector-borne diseases

FW CORRESPONDENT
New Delhi

With an alarming surge in
dengue cases reported in the
aftermath of recent floods, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, called
for a meeting to discuss ways
to check spread of dengue and
other vector-borne diseases in
the national capital at the Delhi
Secretariat on Friday.

Health Minister Saurabh
Bhardwaj, Mayor Shelly Oberoi,
and officials from concerned
departments attended to ad-
dress the pressing situation. As
monsoon rains continue to bat-
ter the region, the incidence of
dengue and malaria has spiked,
affecting the health and well-
being of several residents. Over
the last two weeks, Delhi has
witnessed 51 cases of dengue
alone, raising serious concerns
among health authorities.

“Genome sequencing of 20

dengue-positive samples in

Delhi has showed that 19 of
these had severe strain type-
2,” Health Minister Saurabh

Bharadwaj said on Friday. In-
teracting with reporters here, he

also said the fine for mosquito

breeding has been raised to Rs

1,000 in case of households

and Rs 5,000 for commercial

establishments.

“Delhi CM has directed the
health department to reserve
beds for dengue patients and

n,

ensure availability of medi-
cines at hospitals and mohalla
clinics,” the health minister
said.

The devastating floods
could have exacerbated the
situation by creating con-
ducive breeding grounds for
disease-carrying mosquitoes.
Stagnant water and unhygien-
ic conditions are considered
the ideal environment for the
mosquito population to thrive
and multiply.

Bill to replace Delhi ordinance likely
to be 1ntr0duced in LS on J uly 31

NEWDELHI: The Government
of National Capital Territory
of Delhi (Amendment) Bill,
2023, which will replace the

National Capital Territory of |

Delhi (Amendment) Ordinance,
2023, is likely to be introduced
in Lok Sabha on July 31.

Highly placed sources con-
firmed that the proposed leg-
islation is likely to be brought
to the Lower House on July
31. According to sources,
the controversial legisla-
tion, which empowers the
Delhi Lt. Governor to have
a final say in recommenda-
tions regarding transfer and
posting of Delhi government
officials, had been cleared by
the Union Cabinet on July
25. Earlier, the president had
promulgated the controver-
sial ordinance on May 19 this
year, leading to a flashpoint
between Delhi government
and the Centre.

As per the ordinance, a new
statutory authority would be

A

created, known as the National
Capital Civil Service Author-
ity (NCCSA), to be headed
by Delhi chief minister along
with the chief secretary and
the principal (home). This
proposed body will make rec-
ommendations to the lieuten-
ant governor on transfers and
postings of Delhi government
officials. However, the catch
here is that all decisions un-
der this body will be decided
through majority votes.

In other words, the chief
minister’s decision can be
overruled by the two bureau-

crats present in the body. In

addition to this, if the lieu-
tenant governor differs with

the panel’s recommendations,
then it can be referred back to

the panel and if, even then, the

differences remain, then the

lieutenant governor’s decision

would be final. The AAP-led

Delhi government has been

vehemently opposing the or-
dinance, as it is contrary to the

verdict given by the Supreme

Court, which had vested the

Delhi government with the

power to decide on the transfer

and posting of its officials.

UNITED NATIONS: India’s
Permanent Representative to
the UN, Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj, has assumed the
chairship of the 62nd Session
of the Commission for Social
Development, the first time in
nearly 50 years the country
has held this position within
the UN agency.

“India takes immense pride
in assuming this Chairman-
ship and remains steadfast
in its commitment to lead-
ing with its core principles,
working diligently for the
welfare and prosperity of the
global community,” Kamboj
said in a tweet on Thursday
as she assumed the Chair for
the 62nd session of the UN
Commission for Social De-
velopment on behalf of India.
In a statement, the Perma-
nent Mission of India to the
UN said Kamboj assumes
the role with a primary focus
on bolstering international
cooperation concerning so-
cial development matters.
Indiass election as the Chair
of the 62nd Session of the
Commission for Social De-
velopment on February 15
marks a «momentous oc-
casion» as it was the first
time since 1975 that In-
dia has held this position
within the Commission for
Social Development, it said.
The Chair is backed by vice-
chairs from Luxembourg,
North Macedonia, Domini-
can Republic, and a forth-
coming African State election.

India’s UN envoy Ruchira Kamboj
assumes Chair of 62nd Session of
Commission for Social Development

The central theme for the

62nd session is «Fostering

Social Development and So-
cial Justice through Social

Policies to accelerate Prog-
ress on the Implementation

of the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development and

to achieve the overarching

goal of poverty eradication».
The theme underscores the

vital connection between

social development and so-
cial justice as they form the

bedrock for achieving the

Sustainable Development

Goals, the statement said.
As she assumed the Chair-
ship, Kamboj stressed that

the commission>s crucial role

is as an eminent intergov-
ernmental body dedicated to

addressing social challenges.
The purpose of the com-
mission is also to advise the

United Nations Economic

and Social Council (ECO-
SOC) on social policies of
a general character and, in

particular, on all matters in

the social field not covered

by the specialised inter-gov-
ernmental agencies.

PM Modi urges G20 for
Int'l legally binding
document to end

plastic pollution

NEWDELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday called
upon the G20 to work on an
international legally binding
document to end plastic pol-
lution In a virtual address at
the inaugural session of the
G20 Environment and Climate

= Sustainabil-
ity Ministe-
rial meeting in
Chennai, Modi
said, “I call on
the G20 to
work construc-
tively to work on an effective
international legally binding
instrument to end plastic pol-
lution.” He also highlighted
responsible management of
oceanic resources. “Responsible
use and management of ocean
resources is of vital importance.
Ilook forward to the adoption
of G20 high-level principles for
asustainable and resilient blue
and ocean-based economy, “ the
prime minister said.

YOGESH KANT
New Delhi

India’s first Rapid Rail train,
the Delhi-Meerut RRTS,
known as the RAPIDX will be
commissioned in a few weeks
time, said NCRTC Managing
Director Vinay Kumar Singh
recently.

Only the priority section
of the rapid rail transit sys-
tem, which is a 17-kilometre
stretch between Sahibabad
and Duhai Depot will be made
operational, while the whole
Delhi-Meerut RRTS, which is

Modi to launch Delhi- Metro RRTS priority
sectlon around Independence day

a 82 km long network, will be
operational by 2025. The Del-
hi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS
project’s priority section has
been ready to be launched for
afew weeks now, but there has
been no concrete info on the
exact date of commissioning
of the section from NCRTC.
As per the sources, it’s ex-
pected that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will flag off
India’s first urban rapid rail.
Further, these reports suggest
that he might choose August
15, 2023 as the date to flag
off the project. NCRTC was

seen installing tri-coloured

lights on the Sahibabad train

station, as per reports, hinting

the possible inauguration on

the Independence Day 2023.

The development is a

significant breakthrough in

terms of high quality tran-
sit services in the country.
Speaking at a workshop on

Transit Oriented Develop-
ment, Singh said this is the

first time that India will have

fast intercity commuter trains

running across the National

Capital Region. National

Capital Region Transport

Corporation (NCRTC) is a

joint venture of the Centre

with the governments of
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan

and Uttar Pradesh.

“We are very close to a trans-
formational transit project very
soon. The 17-kilometre priority
section of the RRTS (Regional
Rapid Transit System) project
will be commissioned within a
few weeks,” Singh said.

Silent protest march held in London over Manipur violence

LONDON: A UK-based Indi-
an-origin women’s group organ-
ised a silent protest march here
to register their protest against
the violence in Manipur.

The Women of North
East India Support Network
(WNESN) organised a group of
men and women in face masks
to signify silence and carried
placards outside the Indian
High Commission here. The

group then marched towards
Parliament Square to conclude

their protest
at the statue
of Mahatma
Gandhi oppo-
site the House
of Parliament
¥8 complex on
" Wednesday
evening.
“Together
we marched in solidarity to
share the pain and anguish

of our two Kuki-Zo sisters of
Manipur who were paraded na-
ked and gang-raped,” WNESN
said in a statement. The group

was formed in 2020 during

the pandemic as a community-
based women'’s support network.
Their silent march came in the

wake of a video from Manipur

last week of two tribal women

being paraded naked, which

sparked shock and outrage.

Star marked series of notes
legal tender, RBI clarifies

MUMBAI: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Thursday
clarified that banknotes with a
Star (*) symbol present on the
number panel are legal.

The central bank issued this
statement addressing concerns
surrounding the legitimacy of
banknotes with a Star (*) sym-
bol present on the number panel
circulating on various social
media platforms. The symbol
is incorporated in the number
panel of a banknote when it
is used as a replacement for
defectively printed banknotes
within a packet of 100 serially
numbered banknotes, said the
RBIin its clarification. “In this
connection, it is informed that
the Star (*) symbol is inserted in
the number panel of a banknote
that is used as a replacement for
defectively printed banknotes in
a packet of 100 pieces of serially
numbered banknotes,” RBI said.

“A banknote with a Star ()
symbol is identical to any other
legal banknote, except that in
the number panel a Star ()
symbol is added between the
prefix and the serial number,”

the central bank added.

CAIT urges govt for early roll-out
of e-commerce policy and rules

NEW DELHI: Confederation
of All India Traders (CAIT) on
Thursday, appealed to Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal for an early
rollout of the E-commerce policy
and E-commerce Rules under the
Consumer Protection Act.

In a letter to the Commerce
minister, CAIT called for an
even playing field for traders
competing with the “foreign e-
commerce companies” against
alleged challenges such as uneven
competition created by predatory
pricing, exclusivity and inventory
management.

“Through e-commerce, no sub-
stantial FDI is entering into India
rather which comes under the
guise of FDI, is used for cash-
burning or to support huge losses
incurred by global e-tailers,” it
said. CAIT in the letter alleged
that several foreign-funded e-
commerce companies practice
predatory pricing, deep discount-
ing, loss funding, and owning
inventory; and use a preferential
seller system in their operations,
causing unfair practices that add
to the vulnerability of Indian e-

% B

commerce companies. The um-
brella body also sought the prohi-
bition of flash sales and predatory
pricing along with urging to make

e-commerce companies respon-
sible for the products they sell on

their platform, reported Finan-
cial express. As per reports, the

trader’s body has also urged for
setting up grievance redressal

mechanisms by e-commerce

companies against mis-selling
of goods and services.

BC Bhartia, National Presi-
dent and Praveen Khandelwal,
Secretary General of CAIT said,

“We are not urging for any special
favour for the traders but are
certainly inclined to ensure that
laws, rules & regulations and poli-
cies of the government must be
followed by one and all both in
letter and spirit.”

Delhi's Innovative Waste-to-Energy Plants and Data-Driven Strategies
Drive Remarkable Progress in Pollution Mitigation, Says DPCC OfﬁnaI

FW DESK
New Delhi

“Delhi’s waste-to-energy plants

and landfill fire reduction ef-
forts significantly contribute
to controlling municipal solid
waste pollution,” stated Dr. K.S
Jayachandran, Special Secretary
(Environment and Forest) &
Member Secretary, DPCC, Govt.
of NCT of Delhi at the virtual
session on Delhi>s Pollution
Crisis- Leveraging Science and
Technology to Mitigate Delhi>s
Environmental Challenges.
“Delhi being a hotspot in the
entire national landscape, we
have one of the densest moni-
toring networks in terms of con-
tinuous campaign air quality
monitoring station. For any
management, for any control
strategy, you need data. With-
out data, there is no action. So,
in that sense, I am very proud
to say that we have one of the
densest monitoring networks,
and we pay the highest attention
possible to maintain the quality
and transparency of the data

generated by the stations,» he
continued.

«Moreover, we conduct
source apportionment stud-
ies regularly through eminent
institutions like IIT Madras,
Kanpur, and Delhi, almost every
two years. These apportionment
studies help us understand the
real reasons behind air pollution,
facilitating the quantification
and forecasting of air pollution,
including real-time source ap-
portionment studies launched
with the help of IIT Kanpur,

which provides hourly forecasts
for the next three days and daily
forecasts for the next 15 days,»
he explained.

Dr. Jayachandran went on
to discuss the various measures
taken by the Delhi government
and DPCC to mitigate air pollu-
tion, including the use of mobile
monitoring laboratories in criti-
cal hotspots and the establish-
ment of a web portal for larger,
construction and demolition
projects to assess mitigation
measures proactively.

GatiShakti a well-developed
logistics & supply chain
network to boost India’s
economy: Som Parkash

NEWDELHI: PM GatiShakti aims to build a well-
developed logistics and supply chain network, which
will allow goods to flow seamlessly across borders and
increase access to global markets, said Som Parkash,
Union Minister of State for Commerce & Industry at the
National Conference on Gati Shakti-Boosting connectivity
for New India: Logistics - Warehousing - Supply Chain”
organised by the Associated Chambers of Commerce and
Industry of India (ASSOCHAM).

While addressing the conference Som Parkash, Union
Minister of State for Commerce & Industry, Government
of India said that states/ Union Territories of the country
are extensively using the PM GatiShakti approach for
planning connectivity to Industrial Regions; for decid-
ing on location of social infrastructure assets, such as
schools, hospitals, etc.

Som Parkash complemented PM GatiShakti NMP,
National Logistics Policy that target to bring efficiency in
logistics services and human resources. The Policy aims
to reduce the cost of logistics, improve India’s ranking
in Logistics Performance Index, enabling data-driven
decision support mechanism for an efficient logistics
ecosystem. This is a strong indicator of India’s global
positioning, with this development being powered by
our government’s laser focus on reforms for improving
logistics infrastructure through PM GatiShakti and
National Logistics Policy,” he said.

AAP led Delhi govt to frame
new tree prunmg ruIes soon

FW CORRESPONDENT
New Delhi

Two months after the Delhi High Court invalidated the city
government’s guidelines for tree pruning, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said that a new set of rules would be
formulated after consultations with stakeholders in August.

Currently, the city government’s guidelines allow the
regular pruning of tree branches with a girth up to 15.7
cm without seeking permission from the tree officer.
However, the court ruling stated that tree pruning in
Delhi should only be done in accordance with the Delhi
Protection of Trees (DPT) Act, which requires mandatory
permission from the tree officer.

“We are aware that both the general public and gov-
ernment agencies have been facing problems due to
overgrown trees. These issues could lead to unfortunate
incidents during inclement weather. To address this, we
have scheduled a meeting with experts, resident welfare
associations, environmentalists, and other stakeholders
in August to gather their opinions before revising the
tree pruning guidelines,” Rai told reporters during an
interaction. Rai also emphasised that the government is

committed to comprehensively addressing the problem
of concretisation around trees, which weakens their roots

[)
Delhi court summons Tytler on

[ [ ] L]

Aug 5 in 1984 Sikh Genocide case
Congress leader Jagdish Tytler on August 5 in connection
with the Sikh Genocide in 1984 in the national capital’s
ket was set on fire by a mob on November 1, 1984 and
three persons,
Thakur Singh, ;
Badal Singh
Singh, were
burnt to death.
took place a
day after then
Sikh bodyguards. Additional Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate (ACMM) Vidhi Anand Gupta of a special MP-MLA
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) chargesheet in the case. In
its chargesheet filed before the court, the CBI has said
had assembled at gurdwara on November 1, that resulted
in the burning down of the gurdwara and killing of three
147 (rioting), 109 (abetment) read with 302 (murder) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), among others, have been

and makes them susceptible to uprooting.

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on Wednesday summoned
Pul Bangash area. Gurdwara Pul Bangash at Azad Mar-
namely Sardar

and Gurcharan r

The incident

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was assetssinated by her
court passed the order after taking cognisance of a Central
that Tytler incited, instigated and provoked the mob that
persons of the Sikh community. Charges under Sections
invoked against Tytler by the probe agency.
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58 more services to be soon added to Delhi Delhi Police Commissioner chairs high-level
govt’s doorstep delivery of services scheme

FW CORRESPONDENT
New Delhi

The Arvind Kejriwal govern-
ment’s flagship doorstep delivery
of services scheme in Delhi is
likely to be expanded soon with
the addition of 58 more services,
officials said. The doorstep de-
livery scheme currently covers
100 services of 13 departments.

Chief Minister Kejriwal is
expected to launch doorstep
delivery of the new services in
the first week of August, a se-
nior officer said. Preparations for
the launch are almost complete
and the software for it has been
tested, he said. The 58 new ser-
vices include 29 related to the
transport department. These
include international driving

permits, name change in driv-
ing licences and issuing vehicle
fitness certificates, according to
an official document.

Some services related to the

Mukhya Mantri Tirth Yatra Yo-
jna and ex gratia payment are
also in the list of new services
to be added to the doorstep de-
livery scheme. Many services of

the labour department have also
been added to the list. A person
can avail doorstep delivery of
Delhi government’s designated
services by booking a home visit
by a mobile sahayak by dialling
toll-free number 1076.

The mobile sahayak visits the
homes of applicants, collects and
uploads all requisite documents
and submits those to the depart-
ment concerned. Rs 50 is charged
for submission of the applica-
tion, officials said. The doorstep
delivery scheme was launched
in 2018 by the Arvind Kejriwal
government with 30 services. It
was aimed at doing away with the
need for people to visit offices of
different departments and elimi-
nate the role of middlemen who
used to fleece them, officials said.

Delhi govt hiding their own lapses blame others, 78%of 150
blocks in Haryana facing dark zone due to water shortage

Central government’s
duty to protect states
frominternal and
external threats :
Raghav (hadha
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NEW DELHI: AAP Leader
and Rajya Sabha MP Raghav

Chadha attacked the BJP-led
central government for its failure
to uphold Article 355 and 356
of the Indian constitution. He
emphasised that the entire nation
demands Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to address the situation
in Manipur and explain why the
state is facing unrest. The MP
also submitted a Suspension of
Business Notice under rule 267 to
discuss failures of state & central
govt in Manipur. “According to
Article 355 of the constitution, it
is the responsibility of the central
government to ensure peace in
states and protect them from both
external aggression and internal
disturbances” Raghav Chadha
said, highlighting that Manipur
is clearly experiencing internal
disturbance, and it is the duty of
the centre to safeguard the state.

SATISH HANDA

The statements on Sutlej-Ya-
muna Link (SYL) canal water
by the Punjab Chief Ministers
from time to time failed to bring
any result in-spite of number
of meetings held in past years
to solve this long pending is-
sue although Supreme Court

of India directions in favour of |

Haryana state government, but
the issue remained inconclusive
since a long time. According to
information, last meeting in this
regard was held in New Delhi in
which Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
the Chief Ministers of Punjab
and Haryana and senior offi-
cials of both states participated.
After the meeting, Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar said no consensus was
reached in the meeting. He said
the Supreme Court in its deci-
sion had announced that SYL
canal should be constructed,
but instead of discussing this
pivotal issue, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann and his
administrative wing were as-
serting that there is no surplus
water in the state.Whereas a
separate tribunal was set up
for discussing issues related to
water sharing and distribution

of water to be done according
to the recommendation of the
tribunal, Haryana Chief Minis-
ter said that the Punjab govern-
ment is not accepting Supreme
Court’s decision wherein the
Act brought by the Punjab gov-
ernment in 2004 has not been
implemented. Punjab CM said
the 2004 Act is completely un-
constitutional.

However, Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar said that SYL canal water is
also the right of Haryana resi-
dents and the state will get it.
Meanwhile, Punjab CM Bhag-
want Mann said his State does
not have even a single drop of
water to share with Haryana,
since more than 78% of our 150
blocks are in the extreme dark

=

zone due to the depletion of
groundwater table and Punjab
cannot afford to share its water
with any other State. He added
added that at a time when the
Anti-Punjab agreement for the
canal was made the State was
getting 18.56 million-acre-feet
of water which has now been
reduced to 12.63 as such now
Punjab does not have any sur-
plus water. Whike talking to
media persons the Haryana CM
Khattar said that politics among
leaders of Delhi and Punjab gov-
ernment has started. He said, in
case Punjab would have shared
SYL canal water with Haryana
and permitted construction of
river in the state would have
been saved from the present
situation.

meeting ahead of Independence Day

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police
Commissioner Sanjay Arora
on Thursday held a meeting at
the police headquarters with
representatives from various law
enforcement agencies to discuss
preparations for the upcoming
Independence Day celebrations.

The meeting aimed to address
several key issues related to se-
curity and coordination during
the national event.

Officials from neighboring
states, including Haryana,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Ut-
tarakhand, Bihar, Rajasthan,
Chandigarh, and Jammu and
Kashmir, along with senior
officers from agencies such
as the NIA, the NCB, the IB,
NATGRID, and Delhi Police,
attended the meeting.

Delhi Police spokesperson
Suman Nalwa said that one of
the primary topics of discus-
sion was intelligence sharing
concerning potential terrorist
threats, along with measures
to counter them, such as bor-
der checking and verification
of suspicious individuals.

During the session, special
attention was given to the move-
ment of paragliders, drones,
and other aerial objects in open
areas, and the officials stressed
the importance of obtaining
advance information regard-
ing any suspicious elements or
vehicles. Additionally, incidents
related to the activities of inter-

22,483 families are
Ilvmg in dangerous
places

MANMOHAN SINGH NAULA

The loss ofllife and financial loss
due to landslides in Mumbai
is not new and the state gov-
ernment is not serious about
remedying the landslides for the
last 12 years. In the last 29 years,
310 people have been killed and
more than 300 injured in the
landslide accidents.

In 25 out of 36 constituencies
in Mumbai, 257 places are clas-
sified as dangerous in hilly areas.

state criminal gangs operating
in the National Capital Region
and the illegal supply of firearms
and narcotics were thoroughly
discussed.

Regarding the Independence
Day Celebrations, the officials
addressed traffic restrictions
and measures to prevent unau-
thorised intrusions at borders.
The representatives from other
states were urged to cooperate
closely to ensure the effective
implementation of these secu-
rity measures, especially given
the upcoming G-20 Summit.

Delving into security con-
cerns, the CP emphasized the
need to trace and verify recently
released criminals, particularly
those with terrorist or radical
backgrounds. Close monitor-
ing of these persons was high-
lighted, and interactions with
jail inmates were flagged as
essential points of interest.

The meeting also stressed
the priority of preventing fire-
arm smuggling, calling for
comprehensive briefings and

“With the

G-20 Summit
approaching, the
officials were
briefed about
the necessary
arrangements
and potential
demonstrations
by various
organisations”

alertness among ground-level
staff. Swift information shar-
ing was emphasised to enable
timely actions. Commending
the cooperation extended by the
neighboring state police forces,
the Commissioner hoped for
further improvement in col-
laboration. “With the G-20
Summit approaching, the of-
ficials were briefed about the
necessary arrangements and
potential demonstrations by
various organisations. Officials
were also urged to assess their
resources and requirements well
in advance to avoid last-minute
complications. The importance
of timely information sharing
was underscored, as it is crucial
for coordinated and effective
action, “ said Nalwa.

Delhi govt schools
to admit students
displaced from

Manipur crisis

FW CORRESPONDENT
New Delhi

Students from Manipur who
were displaced by ethnic
violence and moved to the
national capital in the last
two months have welcomed
the Delhi government’s de-
cision to ease the admission
process at schools here. Stu-
dents from the strife-riven
northeast state can now take
admission in Delhi schools as
the Department of Educa-
tion has announced special
measures. The measures
were announced after a
meeting on Monday by Ad-
ditional Director Nandini
Maharaj.

One of the members of
Kuki Students’ Organisation
in Delhi said the students
and their parents are relieved
with the government’s deci-
sion to relax the admission
criteria for the afflicted. “For
the past two months, Mani-
pur students have been strug-
gling to get into government
schools here. It is already
mid year and the fees will
be relatively lower and it will
help the students. I am one
of the many volunteers coor-
dinating with nodal officers
for the admission process.
Parents are relieved as well,”
the student group member
told PTI.

RTI activist Anil Galgali said the
Mumbai Slum Improvement
Board had recommended to
the state government to relocate
9657 huts out 0f 22,483 huts in
the area as a matter of prior-
ity. It was proposed to protect
the remaining huts by build-

ing ramparts around the hills.
Surprisingly the Maharashtra
government isn’t aware about
327 places due to landslides
during the monsoon.
Between 1992 and 2023,
310 people died and more than
300 were injured in landslides.

It was recommended by the
Mumbai Slum Improvement
Board, which conducted a
comprehensive survey in 2010,
and if it had been acted upon
in time, the deaths of people
living in hilly areas could have
been prevented. Following the
Board’s report, on September
1, 2011, the then Chief Minister
Prithviraj Chavan had ordered
the preparation of an action
plan. However, 12 years have
passed since then but the Urban
Development Department is
still implementing it, none of
which has drawn up an Action
Taking Plan (ATP) as ordered
by the Chief Minister.

Dropoutin Karnataka School dip 67%, Lowest in Five years

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bengaluru

There has been a signifi-
cant decrease of over 67% in
the number of children who
dropped out of schools in the
academic year 2022-23 com-
pared to the immediate last year,
according to data from the pri-
mary and secondary education
department in Karnataka.

The Government claims that
only 5,945 children’s were out
of school during the mentioned
period, Which is the lowest fig-
ure in the last five years, while
the number of out of school
children for 2021-22 stood at
18,461. Which means together
between 2018-19 and 2022-

23, more than 57,000 students
were out of school, as per the
data presented in legislative
council by primary and second-
ary education Minister Madhu
Bangarappa.

Bangarappa said, “ Migra-
tion, family disputes, health
issued physical disability and
puberty among girl students are
the major reasons for dropouts,
while children from the tribal
families orphans, Nomads,
street children or children of

Opposition leaders opposing CMIE Report

as 6 per cent unemployment in

SATISH HANDA

Information reveals, Haryana
state has the fourth highest rate
of unemployment in the country
as per the latest Periodic La-
bour Force Survey (PLFS) by
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation.
Information also reveals that
there was an unemployment
rate of 9% for year 2021-22,
which was higher than the
neighbouring states including
Uttar Pradesh recorded 3.9%,
Himachal Pradesh recorded
4.0%, Rajasthan recorded
4.7%, Punjab recording 6.4%
as against the national unem-
ployment rate of 4.1%.
However, according to central
government data the Haryana
state recorded 9% unemploy-
ment during the year 2021-
22, whereas the opposition,
especially Congress leaders
claimed the unemployment
rate in Haryana state as 30%
and sometimes as 36% misguid-
ing people in the state. Senior
Congress leader and also the
former Haryana chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda high-
lighted the Centre for Monitor-
ing Indian Economy (CMIE)’s
report in January this year that
put the State’s unemployment
rate at 37.4%, the highest in the
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Haryana

country. Hooda said while there
was maximum unemployment
in the State in-spite of the fact
nearly two lakh government
posts are lying vacant.
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal’s media adviser
Amit Arya, however, said while
the PLFS figures were not en-
tirely correct, also disproved the
CMIE data. Unemployment
rate in the State was around
6% as per data based on Parivar
Pehchan Patra (PPP) scheme,
he maintained. Arya said, ac-
cording to PPP data there are
8,17,072 unemployed persons
between age 18 to 60 in the
state, whereas total population
of persons in this age group
in the state has been identi-
fied as 1 crore 41 lakh and 18
thousand.which comes to nearly
6%. He further added that on
the portal of the employment
department in the state 8,71,000
unemployed persons seeking
jobs have got themselves reg-
istered, which is also nearly 6%.

rag pickets are also prone to
drop ping out.”

Bangarappa also said that,
“When you tell the court that
so many children are not in
school, they (government) have
aresponsibility to identify such
children and bring them back
to school. This could be one rea-
son for mismatch in numbers.
The number of children enroll-
ing the government schools is
declining. But official data for
out of school children shows
that the government is bringing
back a lot of them, the number
don’t match. A cohort analysis
is required and there should be
honesty while displaying this
number in the public domain.”
He added.

BJD Spin Doctors Busy Creatmg Brand Naveen

ARABINDA MOHAPATRA
Bhubaneswar

The focus within Biju Janata Dal
(BJD), Odisha’s ruling party,
seems to be shifting slowly but
surely from the legacy of Biju
Patnaik, the legendary leader
after whom it was named, to the
legacy of his son and incumbent
chief minister Naveen Patnaik.
The party, which has been in
power for the last 23 years,
seems to be shedding its exces-
sive reliance on Biju Babu and
pinning its hopes almost entirely
on Naveen who has emerged
as a dominant political brand.

The branding of Naveen Pat-
naik, who has a formidable elec-

toral record as a chief minister,
has been a conscious effort on
the part of state’s most successful
regional party. Both the party
and its government are now
using the name “ Naveen” with
its Odia variants like “Nabin” for
coining slogans as well as nam-
ing new schemes. Earlier every
slogan and every scheme of the
government evoked Biju legacy
but things are changing now.
The party in the past has
reaped huge political dividends
by evoking Biju legacy as Biju
Patnaik, father of Naveen who
was the most dominant political
figure of his time and twice the
chief minister of the state, was
a multi-faceted hero knows as
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much for his daredevilry as a
pilot as for his willingness to take
risks as an entrepreneur and a
politician. That is what made
him alegend in his lifetime. But
while there is no denying the
importance of Biju legacy for the
BJD, there are now visible signs
of the party trying to shift the
focus to brand Naveen. The son
of Biju Babu, who is already the

most successful chief minister of
the state, seems set to create a
legacy of his own.

It is significant to note that
BJD spin doctors have begun
Naveen’s political branding
ahead of the crucial 2024 elec-
tions the chief minister will be
looking for a sixth straight victo-
ry in the elections to become the
longest serving chief minister of
the country, arecord he seems to
have been eyeing for some time
now. The new image makeover
of Naveen began earlier this year
when ahead of Biju Babu’s 107th
birth anniversary on March 5
BJD leaders were asked to work
towards a prosperous and em-
powered “Naveen Odisha.”

KAVITA SHARMA

Delhi gets almost submerged in
every rain, water-logging on the
roads and streets are also com-
mon. Every time the flood like
situation arises in the National
Capital its poor drainage system
is held responsible. This year
also after the monsoon rains, Ya-
muna is flooded and is flowing
above the danger mark. Experts
recommend reviving the water
bodies of the city.

It has been more than a week
now that Yamuna is flowing
above the danger mark leading
to flood like situation in many
parts. The primary reason be-
hind this rise of water level is
release of water from Haryana
barrage. This barrage is receiv-
ing huge amount of water from
Himachal.

The Yamuna in Delhi is flow-
ing above the danger mark of
205.33 metres and it reached
206.44 metres now. The poor
drainage system of Delhi has
been discussed by every gov-
ernment since 2009 but noth-
ing concrete has been done till
now. The Lieutenant Governor
Tajendra Khanna had asked civ-
ic agencies to prepare a master
plan for Delhi’s drainage system.
The former Chief Minister of

Delhi Shiela Dixit had also asked
IIT Delhi to prepare a drainage
master-plan for Delhi. ITT Delhi
in its final report in 2018 had
recommended that the practice
of puncturing sewer lines and

Why does Delhi drown in

discharging sewage into storm i

drains should be immediately
stopped. The priority should
be given to separation of sew-
age and flood water drainage
system, the report said. However
the report was rejected by the
technical staff of the government
stating discrepancies in the data
given by the IIT Delhi. Therefore
the master plan of Delhi’s drain-
age system remains pending.

Experts views on Delhi Floods.

According to retired IAS of-
ficer Ramesh Negi , who have
worked in MCD, Jal Board and
urban departments department
of Delhi, half of the Delhi is un-
planned and all these depart-
ments are responsible for it.
Many areas of Delhi are full of
garbage waste and construction
waste. In Many areas of East
Delhi, civil lines and outer Delhi,
drains are covered. Most of the
Jal Board members suggest that
flood plains, wetlands and wa-
ter bodies have to be made free
from encroachments. Emphasis
should be laid on drainage sys-

tem, besides conserving the rain
water. The two main reasons
making Delhi Flood prone are,
First more and more surface
is being concretized and cov-
ered, creating more runoff and
secondly weather impacts that
the landscape is incapable of
handling.

According to the Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA) the
Yamuna floodplains in Delhi is
around 97 square kms or 7% of
the city area. But much part of
it has been encroached upon
by the settlements and large
development projects which
have hindered the free flow of
the river. The city’s 2041 master-
plan proposes to regularize some
of these settlements and projects
by regulating it. The excess water
released from a nearby barrage
and heavy rainfall triggers the

every Monsoon ?

" breached the danger mark in
" July, the governments of Delhi
| and Haryana started fighting

flood and these are the reasons
that Delhi witness flood every
time in rainy season.

In order to regulate the speed
of water wetlands perform a ma-
jor role. These wetlands can be
of different kinds lakes, swamps
, marshes or artificial reservoirs
etc. wetlands are slow water and
when water enter them they
release sediments and it gets a
accommodating space to spread.

According to the city’s wet-
lands Authority, Delhi has a
total of 1040 water-bodies and
wetlands but that are not of-
ficially notified. According to a
report published in The Hindu
newspaper the Wetlands Au-
thority received requests from
agencies to delist over 200 wet-
lands because they have dried
up or encroached. “We are in the
process of notifying some wet-

& canalsonotbe allocated for their
& protection, says Madhu Verma

% Wwho chairs a technical commit-
* tee advising the Delhi wetlands
Authority.

lands, without notification there
can be no planning and funds

an Environmental Economist,

After the floodwaters

over water released from the old
Hathnikund barrage located in
Haryana. It was built in 1996 to
divert the water into the eastern
and western canals of Yamuna.
After facing flood like situation
in Delhi, Delhi CM Arvind Ke-
jriwal started blaming Haryana
government for releasing the
excess water in the river. While
Haryana govt. retaliated by say-
ing it had followed the norms. In
July 10 the peak discharge from
the barrage was 3.59 lakh cusecs.

According to Himanshu
Thakker , who is the Co-ordi-
nator of the South Asia Network
on Dams, Rivers and People
(SANDRP) the water released
from Hathnikund barrage
does not explain the extent of
flooding the city, he attributes
concretization of the floodplains
and destruction of water bodies
within the city.

Opposition parties do
not want to discuss
but want to create
ruckus : Anil Vij

SATISH HANDA
Ambala

Haryana Home and Health
Minister Anil Vij while react-
ing to the Manipur incident
said that the Prime Minister
has apparently directed all Chief
Ministers of all the states, “Ir-
respective of any party”, to
address and improve the law
and order situation in their re-
spective states, about which the
system is also being improved.
Vij was interacting with media
persons today. He said that the
statement of the Chief Minister
concerned has also come in this
regard that he is taking action.
On the issue of Manipur, Anil
Vij said that this video was re-
leased deliberately during the
session, what are the intentions
of those who released it, it will
be known only after investiga-
tion. He said that he does not
want to punish anyone in this,
he only wants to raise the issue.

Sixteen years old minor
raped by Head Constable

inside police station

SATISH HANDA
Kurukshetra

It was a nasty spot on the reputa-
tion of Haryana state police in
which the accused an head con-
stable of the police station at Ba-
bain in Kurukshetra district was
arrested for reportedly raping a
16-year-old girl. Superintendent
of police Surinder Singh Bhoria
said that the incident took place
in the Police ‘Mitra Kaksh’ room
of the police station, which was
located in a separate building
adjoining the police station. He
said a case has been registered
against the rapist policeman
who was also terminated im-
mediately. The accused head
constable had come in contact
with the victim girl after a com-
plaint about her missing was
filed at the police station by her
family and now she was called
by the accused
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Yasin Malik’s
appearance in
Supreme Court
raises concerns

FW DESK

Yasin Malik, the chief of the
Jammu and Kashmir Libera-
tion Front (JKLF) and serving
alife sentence in Tihar Jail for
aterror funding case, appeared
in person before the Supreme
Court. The court was taken
aback as there was no prior
order requesting his physical
presence.

The Central government
also expressed concern over
Malik’s appearance in the
Supreme Court, questioning
the absence of any such order
from the top court mandating
his presence.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the Cen-
tre, informed the court that
there was no official order di-
recting Yasin Malik to appear
before the Supreme Court for
the hearing related to a Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
plea against a Jammu court
order. Moreover, Mehta stated
that the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs had issued a directive
not to bring Yasin Malik out
from jail.

Due to the unexpected na-
ture of the situation and the
serious security implications
it posed, the bench of justices,
Surya Kant and Dipankar Dat-
ta, recused themselves from
hearing the matter. They ac-
knowledged that there was no
prior order for Malik’s physical
appearance and pointed out
that virtual modes of appear-
ance were available.

The court scheduled the
matter to be heard by another
bench in which Justice Datta
would not be a member, list-
ing the case after four weeks.

The Jammu Court had
sought Malik’s physical ap-
pearance for cross-examina-
tion of witnesses in relation
to the killing of four Indian
Air Force (IAF) personnel
and the abduction of Rubaiya
Sayeed, daughter of Mufti
Muhammad Sayeed, back in
1989. However, during the
last hearing, the Supreme
Court had stayed the Jammu
court’s order, preventing Ma-
lik’s physical presence until
further notice.

No alliance with BJP for LS polls:
JD(S) supremo Deve Gowda

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bengaluru

JD(S) party Supremo and
former PM Deve Gowda
said, The JD(S) will fight the
coming Lok Sabha elections
alone. His clarification comes
in the wake of speculations
about the JD(S) joining the
BJP -led NDA. Speaking to
reports, Gowda said that his
party will not have ties with
any other party,” Whether we
win five, six, three or two seats,
we have decided to go it alone
and keep the existence of the
party afloat. We will decide
on the future course of action
based on the prevailing situa-
tion”, he said.

While ruling out electoral
ties with the BJP in Karnataka
for next year’s parliamentary
polls, the JD(S) patriarch
hinted that in the long run
possibility of a tie-up with
NDA or INDIA could not be

ruled out. What fuelled specu-
lation of JDS and BJP alliance
were Gowda’s son and former
CM HD Kumaraswamy being
spotted hobnobbing With BJP
during the recent monsoon
session. Gowda also said that
his party will field candidates
only in constituencies where it
has a strong presence.

Deve Gowda revealed that
he was not invited for the op-
position parties meet held in
Bengaluru earlier this as a sec-

tion of the congress in Kar-
nataka was opposed to such
a move, even though Bihar
CM Nitish Kumar was keen
he attend.

BJP functionaries feel an
alliance with JD(S) will not be
beneficial to them as Kuma-
raswamy’s party does not have
much of presence outside the
Old Mysuru region, where 18
seats are up for grabs. Sources
from BJP said, this is primary
factor for the JD(S) not be-

ing invited to the meeting of
prospective NDA partners con-
vened by PM Modi in Delhi
last week.

Kumaraswamy said few
days back that his party
would work together with BJP
against the Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka on various
issues, fuelling speculation of
the two party’s joining hand
for next year’s polls. Both JDS
AND THE bjp MLA’S boy-
cotted the assembly session
after 10 BJP legislators were
suspended from the House for
‘Indecent and disrespectful
conduct’ in the House. The
JD(S) and Congress fought
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections
together and secured one seat
each, while the BJP won 25
out of 28 seats.

Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah said even if JD(S) and
BJP join hands, the Congress
is ure to win 15-20 seats in
the state.
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Government withdrew DNA Bill to avoid
elaborate safeguards recommended by
Standing Committee, says Congress

NEW DELHI: Congress in
Tuesday took a swipe at the
BJP government for withdraw-
ing the DNA Technology (Use
and Application) Regulation
Bill, 2019 saying that it did not
want the elaborate safeguards
recommended by the Standing
Committee.

“Yesterday the Modi govern-
ment quietly withdrew the The
DNA Technology (Use and Appli-
cation) Regulation Bill, 2019. The
Bill had been examined in detail
by the S&T Standing Committee
which had suggested a number of
important amendments to ensure
that the provisions in the Bill were
not misused or abused. A few
members had submitted notes of
dissent as well. The Committee’s
report was submitted on Feb 3,
2021, “ party general secretary
Jairam Ramesh tweeted.

Now, the Modi government
says most of the provisions
of the Bill have already been
made part of the Criminal
Procedure(Identification) Act,

2022 and
hence the
DNA Bill
) is not re-
r ¥ quired, he
@\ P added.
= “Actu-
N ally, the
real reason is that the Modi
government did not want the
elaborate safeguards recom-
mended by the Standing Com-
mittee and decided to just ignore
it after having pressed for early
submission of its report. The
fears of the critics of the govern-
ment’s DNA Bill now stand fully
justified, “ the veteran leader
stated. His remarks came after
Science minister Jitendra Singh
withdrew the DNA
Technology (Use and Appli-
cation) Regulation Bill, 2019,
on Monday. Introduced in July
2019 in Lok Sabha, the bill was
was referred to a Parliamentary
panel on science and technology,
environment, Forests and climate
change for examination.

Kamal Haasan likely to contest
from Cmmbatore in DMK alliance

COIMBATORE: Tamil Super-
star and founder president of
MNM, Kamal Haasan is likely
to contest the Coimbatore Lok
Sabha constituency in the 2024
general elections.

Highly placed sources in the
MNM told to media that the
DMK is interested in allocating
the Coimbatore seat to Kamal
Haasan as he had performed ex-
tremely well in the 2021 Assem-
bly polls losing to BJP’s Vanathi
Sreenivasan by a slender margin
of 1,728 votes.

Kamal Haasan on Sunday
inaugurated a state-level reach-
out campaign of the MNM,
‘Makkalodu Majam’ in the Co-
imbatore South Assembly con-
stituency. The MNM is planning
to meet people in all the 234 As-
sembly constituencies of Tamil
Nadu with the party leaders and
cadres meeting people at the
ward and panchayat level on the
difficulties faced by them. This
includes the issues overlooked
by people’s representatives in
their respective constituencies.

The MNM, according to a
senior leader of the party, would
chalk out its election manifesto

based on the feedback from the
people at the grassroots levels.

The party leadership said
that each ward secretary is
given a list of 25 binary ques-
tions on basic amenities in
their area in a Google Form
and the feedback will be used
to get a clearer picture on each
constituency.

Sources in the MNM told
to media that the party Coim-
batore district functionaries
have already appealed to the
Tamil superstar to contest from
Coimbatore seat in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. It may
be noted that Kamal Haasan
had recently gifted a car to
Sharmila, a Tamil Nadu bus
driver who was ousted from job
following a controversy of DMK
leader Kanimozhi boarding the
bus driven by her. Sharmila en-
tered into a verbal duel with the
conductor of the bus who asked
for the ticket fare from Kani-
mozhi. This led to the owner
of the bus dismissing Sharmila.
Kamal Haasan invited her to
his Chennai home and handed
over her a new car which she
can drive for a living.

will

NEWDELHI: Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Senior Leader
and Rajya Sabha MP Raghav
Chadha slammed the BJP on
Wednesday. He said that the
BJP doesn’t want the par-
liament to function but the
INDIA does therefore, we
are bringing a no-confidence
motion in the parliament.
Through his twitter Raghav
Chadha wrote, “Manipur is
burning, and there are grow-
ing concerns that the instabil-
ity could potentially spread to
other states in the Northeast
region. In response to the
situation, INDIA is bring-
ing a no-confidence motion
against the ruling BJP-led
central government in the

INDIA’s no-confidence motion
compel PM to speak on
Manipur: Raghav Chadha

S
Lok Sabha.” He expressed his
concerns about the current
state of affairs in Manipur
and the Northeast region.
He stated that the ruling BJP
seems to be obstructing the
functioning of Parliament
and evading accountability,
which led them to bring a
no-confidence motion against
the BJP-led central govern-
ment in the Lok Sabha.

He clarified that although
INDIA alliance lacks num-
bers in the Lok Sabha, their
objectives are to hold the
government accountable
and initiate a discussion on
the situation in Manipur. He
believes that a no-confidence
motion will force the Prime

Minister to address the is-
sues raised and highlight the
urgency of the situation.

Regarding the suspension
of fellow AAP MP Sanjay
Singh, Raghav Chadha as-
serted that they will not be
intimidated and will continue
their protest in the parlia-
ment premises. He accused
the BJP of trying to stifle
opposition and undermine
democracy due to the growing
popularity of Arvind Kejriwal
and the Aam Aadmi Party.

Discussing the controver-
sial Delhi ordinance, he criti-
cised the BJP for attacking
the mandate of the people of
Delhi and India’s judiciary.
He argued that the ordinance
was a response to BJP’s in-
ability to win in Delhi despite
several attempts. He humor-
ously suggested that instead
of such ordinances, the BJP
needs a doctor to treat their
political “indigestion.”

On Vijay Diwas, the AAP
MP paid tribute to the mar-
tyrs of the Kargil war and
acknowledged the sacrific-
es of the Indian Army. He
highlighted the plight of a
Kargil subedar’s wife who
faced brutality in Manipur,
urging the Prime Minister
and the BJP-led government
to address the pressing issues
in the region.

SGPC delegation led by Harjinder Singh Dhami meet
Union Minister Anurag Thakur for satellite channel

JAGMOHAN SINGH
Amritsar

A high-level delegation of the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parband-
hak Committee (SGPC) has to-
day met the Union Minister of
Information and Broadcasting i
Anurag Singh Thakur in Delhi as
part of the efforts being made to
establish its own satellite chan-
nel for broadcasting Gurbani
from Sachkhand Sri Harmandar
Sahib.

The delegation included
SGPC President Harjinder Singh
Dhami, General Secretary Bhai
Gurcharan Singh Grewal, Mem-
bers Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta,
Kulwant Singh Mannan, and
Sarvan Singh Kular. Apart from
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this, Union Minister of State Shri
Som Prakash was also present on
this occasion. During the meet-
ing with the Union Minister of
Information and Broadcasting,
the SGPC delegation also handed
over aletter, in which, a request
has been made to expedite the
process of SGPC'’s satellite chan-

nel. In a statement issued here
in this regard, SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami said that
after the SGPC started its own
web channel, now efforts have
also been started to establish a
satellite channel.

“Primarily the concerned
Union Minister has been in-

formed so that the process can
be completed soon. There has
been along-standing demand of
the Sangat from across the globe
for establishing the channel, and
the SGPCis committed to fulfill-
ing it”, said Dhami.

He said that an expression
has also been shared with the
Union Minister that the SGPC’s
effort is to reach the maximum
number of Sangat (devotees +
community) on Doordarshan’s
Free Dish after establishing its
own satellite channel. He said
the Union Minister has assured
to take the process forward with
serious consideration. He ex-
pressed the hope that the SGPC
will establish its own satellite
channel in the near future.
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My govt pulled down
by crabs: Thackeray
attacks Shinde group
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MUMBAI: In a stinging
attack, Shiv Sena (UBT)
President and former
Mabharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray said that
his government was brought
down in June 2022 by crabs
who were hiding in the dam
and broke it.

“My government was not
washed away in the heavy
rains last year... The crabs
broke the dam, they were
hiding there in the mud. We
could do nothing as a crab is
a crab, whatever effort you
make to straighten them,
they keep going sideways, ”
said Thackeray.

He pointed out that
crabs have a certain
mindset, there’s no need to
cover a basket containing
crabs, as when one goes up
the others will put it down
-- referring to the rebellion
in the erstwhile Shiv Sena,
and Eknath Shinde becom-
ing Chief Minister after
toppling the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government headed
by Thackeray.

He also slammed Shinde
for going to perform a ‘mu-
jra dance’ before the Delhi
Darbar when the state was
reeling under the huge hill-
slide tragedy in Irshalwadi,
Raigad on July 19, which
killed 27 people.

Thackeray’s sharp com-
ments came in his an-
nual marathon multi-media
interview on the eve of his
62nd birthday on Thursday,
given to Saamana Group
Executive Editor Sanjay
Raut the first instalment
of which was published on
Wednesday.

MONSOON SESSION

Cong condemns suspension of AAP MP Sanjay Singh

NEWDELHI: Congress on
Monday condemned the sus-
pension of AAP Rajya Sabha
MP Sanajay Singh from rest of
Parliament’s monsoon session.
Congress said that it is not
for the first time that some-
one was walked to the well
and urged the government to
restore Singh’s suspension.
“Sanjay Singh got up to
speak. It is not the first time
that someone has walked up
to the Well (of the House) to
protest. Many representatives
go in the well to protest. There
is freedom of speech in a de-

mocracy. If someone comes to
Parliament to speak then he or
she should get a chance, ” Con-
gress President Mallikarjun
Kharge said while addressing
media persons.

He said that the intention
of the government is to stifle
the voices in one or the other.

“We want discussion as per
rule but they are not ready.
They must restore Singh’s sus-
pension so that the Manipur
issue, which is a major issue,
can be discussed. Manipur is
not a small issue, ” the Con-
gress President said.

There is need

for discussion

on Manipur
issue. The Prime
Minister should
say what action
government is
going to take. Why
is he (Modi) not
taking any action
is beyond one’s
understanding”

He said that Manipur has
witnessed mob-raping and mob-
harassment. “There is need for
discussion on Manipur issue.
The Prime Minister should say
what action government is go-
ing to take. Why is he (Modi)
not taking any action is beyond
one’s understanding, ” he said.
Sanjay Singh was suspended for
rest of the monsoon session of
Parliament for ‘unruly’ behav-
iour while raising the issue of
Manipur violence.

INDIA alliance members attend parliament
in bIack cIothes a2 mark of protest

NEW DELHI: MPs belonging
to the INDIA alliance made a
powerful statement by wear-
ing black clothes in parliament
to condemn the atrocities and
brutality faced by the people
of Manipur. Raghav Chadha
emphasised that the gesture
was a symbolic protest to show
solidarity with the people of
Manipur during this distress-
ing time. He further added
that the aim is to convey to the
government that silence on the
suffering of Manipur’s people is
unacceptable, and they must
take decisive action.

AAP Senior Leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Raghav Chadha hit

out at the BJP for its failure in

curbing the ongoing violence
in Manipur. He said that the
state, which is an integral part of
India, is facing turmoil while the
Modi government is consistently
failing to fulfil its constitutional
obligations to restore peace.
Raghav Chadha stressed
that it is the central govern-
ment’s responsibility to in-
tervene and protect Manipur
as mandated by the Indian
constitution, specifically refer-
ring to articles 355 and 356.
He called for the immediate
dissolution of the state gov-
ernment and the removal of
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh.

Scientists of BHU-IIT conduct research to get
villagers daily products from cow dung & urine

MEENAKSHI
BHATTACHARYA

Dilip Ghosh, the former state
president of Bengal BJP and
current vice-president of the
Party, had said one day gold
can obtained from the cow,
perhaps this is going to be
proved soon. Will the coun-
tries economic development of
the farming community pos-
sible by making durable and
everyday products from cow
dung and urine ? Researchers
of BHU-IIT (Banaras Hindu
University) engaged in re-
search on the orders of the
Central Government. They
believes that if the research
is successful, the economic
landscape of rural India can
be changed. A recent study,
“Scientific Characterization
Methods for Better Utilization
of Cattle Dung and Urine: A
Brief Review” also makes the
same claim.

The Ministry of Science and

L -

Technology, Government of
India has also provided finan-
cial assistance to BHU-IIT for
research in this way.

One of the members of the
research team and a professor
at the School of Biochemical
Engineering, IIT (BHU), says
that even farmers can benefit
financially from without milk

cow urine and cow dung.
However, he acknowledges
that there are many flaws in
this type of scientific research.
Their efforts will be to workout
from that deficiency. Scien-
tists believe that this research
not only increases the overall
knowledge, but also opens
doors for more progressive

research in the future. By ‘pro-
filing’ cow dung and cow urine
it is possible to incorporate
ancient and traditional rural
ideologies into scientific pa-
rameters.

Due to which toothpaste,
hair oil, shampoo, conditioner
etc. made from cow dung and
urine can pave the way for eco-

We express our
gratitude to our
director Prof.
Pramod Kumar
Jain for this kind
of research which
has an impact on
the students of the
village”

nomic progress in the village
life. In a personal conversation,
BHU-IIT teacher said, “We
express our gratitude to our
director Prof. Pramod Kumar
Jain for this kind of research
which has an impact on the
students of the village”. He also
believes that such specialized
research will strengthen the
utility of cows in India’s rural
life and its economy.
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Uneven growth
threatens global
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EDITORIAL
OPINION

ﬁ APAR GUPTA HIGHLIGHTS THERE IS NO PROOF THAT INTERNET JAMMING PREVENTS INSTANCES OF VIOLENCE
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anipur is burning but the rest of
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tat
economic outlook 1\’1 Ste b n My

he International Monetary
Fund’s (IMF) recent update on
the global economic outlook
suggests a potential 3% expan-
sion in 2023, indicating that the
world economy may have weathered recent
challenges, including bank collapses in the U.S.
and Switzerland. However, this slight upgrade
of 20 basis points from the April projections,
released amidst banking failures and the then
unresolved U.S. debt ceiling standoff, offers
little reassurance of a stable global economy. As
IMF’s chief economist, Pierre-Olivier Gourin-
chas, warned, the economic landscape is still
fraught with numerous challenges, and the
balance of risks remains tilted to the down-
side. The slowdown in the world’s two largest
economies, the U.S. and China, is a significant
concern. The U.S. is grappling with the deple-
tion of pandemic-era cash transfers, initially
intended to alleviate the financial distress
caused by COVID-19 and the subsequent cost-
of-living crisis. Meanwhile, China’s economy
is faltering due to a contraction in the critical
real estate sector, weakening consumption, and
declining overseas demand for its exports. The
euro area, another crucial driver of the global
economy, is still recovering from the Ukraine-
war induced spike in gas prices. This has led
to a deceleration in momentum, particularly
in Germany and France, the region’s largest
economies. Furthermore, the S&P Global’s lat-
est HCOB flash PMI survey indicates a rapid
decline in Eurozone business output, hinting at
adeepening downturn in the coming months.
Inflation remains a concern, with core infla-
tion well above central banks’ targets. This may
force policymakers to continue with monetary
tightening measures, which while controlling
inflation, could also retard demand. Addition-
ally, Russia’s termination of the Black Sea grain
deal could escalate grain prices by up to 15%,
impacting low-income African economies. It
is crucial for global economic leaders to un-
derstand that uneven growth, which overlooks
vulnerable nations, could potentially destabi-
lize the interconnected global economy.
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deep slumber till July 19. It took a video
clip of sexual violence by a mob to surface
and go viral on social media that day and 78
days for the Prime Minister of India to break
his silence. During this period an Internet
shutdown has continued in the northeast
State. What was its propriety and its role
in our national apathy?

Data from the Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India show that the people of Ma-
nipur access the Internet primarily through
their smartphones; and wired Internet
users primarily constitute institutional,
commercial and higher socio-economic
groups. Out of a total pie of 0.05 million
wireline and 2.36 wireless million users,
about 2.2 million connect to the Internet.
The Internet shutdown in Manipur, first
enforced on May 3, is a case of blanket
prohibition. The entire State is affected,
and it is not a case of some of a total of 16
districts being affected; it covers all web
traffic and mediums of connectivity.

The orders issued by the Commissioner
(Home) of Manipur under the Telecom
Suspension Rules use vague language in
order to “thwart the design and activities
of anti-national and anti-social elements...
by stopping the spread of disinformation
and false rumours, through various social
media platforms”. There is an absence of
data or specific instances of violence being
prevented due to the jamming of Internet
connectivity. Before the weekly deadline
lapses, a fresh order is passed, where each
order is a mere reproduction of the earlier
one but with minor changes in dates, thus
making it clear that this could be indefi-
nite. One may wonder about compliance
following the reported Supreme Court of
India judgment on Internet shutdowns in
Jammu and Kashmir. There is a breach of
directions that was made clear in Anuradha
Bhasin vs Union of India.

In this period, reports have filtered in —
these are besides the protests in Delhi and

Ministry of
Law and Justice

the information flow here — that document
the injury being caused to the people of
Manipur. The news is of extremes — from
students from Manipur pursuing their edu-
cation in the metropolitan cities running out
of money to residents being unable to apply
for their evacuation to relief camps. Around
May 19, petitions challenging these orders
— such as Aribam Dhananjoy Sharma vs
State of Manipur — were filed in the High
Court of Manipur. This case in particular is
vital to understand evolving jurisprudence
of “limited internet shutdowns” not only in
Manipur but also the rest of India. After 10
dates of hearing on July 7, a direction was
issued for partial restoration. The primary
objective as framed by the High Court has
been to assess “whether it is possible to pro-
vide limited usage of internet service to the
public”. This is constitutionally incongruent
to judicial review for it avoids determining
the legality of impugned orders. However,
this follows an institutional grammar on
Internet shutdowns.

In Anuradha Bhasin vs Union of India,
the Supreme Court failed to adjudicate on
even one Internet shutdown order. The deci-
sion by itself did not result in restoration of
access but for “State/competent authorities
to review all orders suspending internet

services”. Its directions for transparency
(such as publication of orders) have not been
implemented as yet — as seen in the flurry
of cases and recent joint report by Human
Rights Watch and the Internet Freedom
Foundation. Bringing lasting damage, this
case carved out greater flexibility for, “limited
internet shutdowns”, with the possibility of
access only to, “government websites, local-
ized/limited e-banking facilities, hospitals
services and other essential services, in
those regions, wherein the internet services
are not likely to be restored immediately.”

Judicial response

The High Court of Manipur has acted in
congress with judicial doctrine and practices
by its order on July 7. It directs provisional
access for leased lines (primarily used by
public departments and corporate offices),
wired line services (with signed undertak-
ings, a ban on social media, virtual private
networks or VPNs and physical monitor-
ing), and a technical trial for whitelisting of
mobile Internet determined by the Home
Department. There are no clear definitions
on terms such as “social media” or examining
continuing prohibition for Internet usage
primarily through smartphones. Hence, in
effect, a ban on Internet access continues

Internet ban isn’t a solution

in Manipur. The response of the Supreme
Court has been one of judicial avoidance.
The top court had an opportunity twice to
adjudicate when a petitioner challenged
the Internet shutdown and later when the
State government itself appealed the order
of the High Court for partial restoration.
Even otherwise, it is peculiar as the Supreme
Court is examining a broader issue regard-
ing violence in Dinganglung Gangmei vs
Mutum Churamani Meetei. In this case,
Internet shutdowns are an inherent element.
For instance, the State government has in
its Status Report dated July 10 before the
Supreme Court, cited the Internet suspen-
sion as a security measure. Also, the Chief
Minister on July 20, 2020, has in a media
interview, stated, “[tJhere are hundreds of
similar cases and that is the reason why the
internet is shut off in the state.”

The vital role of information flow

In an Internet ban, misinformation
spreads rather than abates. For instance,
a press report dated June 1, by Hoineilhing
Sitlhou, and published by the online portal,
NewsClick, points out in chilling detail
that disinformation served as a pretext for
the perpetration of sexual violence against
Kuki-Zo women. For Manipur, the video
clip is a vital moment for a national awak-
ening that must be achieved without any
reputational and social harm to survivors of
sexual violence and communal hatred. In-
formation flows are also necessary to ensure
the accountability of the State and central
governments in taking steps to ensure truth,
justice and reconciliation. Accountability
can only come when the courts improve on
the precedent of the Anuradha Bhasin case
and demand it from the State and central
executive. So the question that needs to be
asked again is: what was the propriety of the
Internet shutdown and role in our national
apathy? We will never have these answers
till we hear the voices of Manipur.

Apar Gupta is an advocate and the
Founder Director of the Internet Freedom
Foundation. Views are personal.

NARVIJAY YADAV

he changing weather patterns

have started interfering with

business and everyday life. In

many cities of North India in-
cluding Delhi, Amritsar, Mandi, etc., it
suddenly rained so much that life became
difficult. Flood conditions were created
everywhere. The floods which used to
happen in Bihar and Assam, have now
entered the capital. Experts opine that due
to climate change, such extreme changes
in weather will increase further in the
coming years. Now, one has to learn to
live with such extreme conditions. It is
natural for climate change to have an
impact on both business and daily life.
Food delivery platforms like Zomato and
Swiggy are so nervous about the changing
weather patterns that they have started
hiring meteorologists and weather fore-
casting agencies. Unseasonal rains and
storms disrupt supply chains and the basic
services of consumer service companies.
To deal with conditions like extreme heat,
cold, and rain, both food aggregators have
started working on weather forecast-
ing to manage demand fluctuations and
strengthen their delivery systems. In case
of unseasonal rain, the delivery staff is
required to wear rain gear. In hilly areas,
even more difficulties arise.

: REVIEW

India’s cheetahs: A story of
majesty, decline and hope

Climate change can have far-reaching
economic consequences. Extreme weather
events such as storms, floods, and wildfires
can damage infrastructure, disrupt sup-
ply chains and increase insurance costs.
In agricultural areas, changing weather
patterns can affect crop yields and food
production, which can increase food prices.
In addition, businesses that rely on natural
resources, such as fisheries and forestry,
may have reduced productivity. In addi-
tion, it may pose a risk to human health.
Rising temperatures can lead to heat-
related illness and deaths, especially in

vulnerable populations. Changes in rainfall
patterns may increase the risk of water-
borne diseases and vector-borne diseases
such as malaria and dengue. Injuries and
mental health issues can also result from
extreme weather events. Climate change
affects the energy sector too in a variety of
ways. As the world moves towards cleaner
energy sources, businesses involved in fossil
fuel extraction and production may face
challenges. Renewable energy industries
such as solar and wind may experience
growth opportunities as governments and
businesses invest in clean technologies and

CONSUMER COMPANIES ARE SO NERVOUS ABOUT THE CHANGING WEATHER PATTERNS THAT SOME OF THEM HAVE STARTED HIRING
METEOROLOGISTS AND WEATHER FORECASTING AGENCIES. UNSEASONAL RAINS OFTEN DISRUPT SUPPLY CHAINS AND THE BASIC
SERVICES OF CONSUMER SERVICE COMPANIES.

Brace up to deal with climate change

reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Governments around the world are
implementing policies and regulations to
combat climate change. These measures
include emissions trading systems and
stricter environmental standards. Climate
change awareness is also influencing con-
sumer behavior. Consumers are increas-
ingly looking for eco-friendly products
and services and favoring companies with
sustainable practices. Businesses that
fail to address climate change concerns
face reputational risk and the potential
loss of market share. Climate change can
damage physical infrastructure including
buildings, roads, and transport networks.
Rising sea levels pose a particular threat
to coastal areas, increasing the risk of
flooding and erosion. Businesses and
governments need to invest in adapting
infrastructure to cope with climate-related
risks. Climate change brings new risks
to the insurance and financial sectors.
Insurers may experience higher claims
due to extreme weather events, which
can lead to an increase in premiums.
Financial institutions are also recog-
nizing the potential for climate-related
financial risks, including stranded assets
and the devaluation of carbon-intensive
industries.

The writer is a senior journalist and
columnist, Views are personal.
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& The Story of India’s
Cheetahs

and a discussion of conservation
practices in Africa.

“The Story of India’s Cheetahs”
is a commendable attempt to
chronicle the cheetah’s history in
India. While it may not provide
all the answers to the cheetah’s

n “The Story of India’s Chee-
tahs,” the author presents
a comprehensive, meticu-
lously researched, and beau-
tifully illustrated narrative of the
cheetah’s history in India. This
book, while dense, is a treasure
trove of insightful anecdotes,
scientific details, and historical
context, making it a must-read for
anyone interested in the unique
relationship between this fasci-
nating creature and India.
Unlike the lion and tiger, which
have been deeply ingrained in
India’s cultural fabric through
folklore, religious texts, and
colonial histories, the cheetah’s
story in India is primarily tied
to coursing, the practice of using
predators to track and hunt other
animals. The author notes that
despite the cheetah’s significant
presence in India’s history, its life
in the wild remains somewhat of

an enigma.

The book delves into fascinat-
ing details about the cheetah’s
role in Indian society. From
ancient texts describing the use
of cheetahs in deer hunting to
the intricate process of training
cheetahs for antelope hunting,
the author paints a vivid picture
of the cheetah’s importance in In-
dian culture. The book also high-
lights the long-standing tradition
among both Hindu and Muslim
rulers of capturing, training, and
maintaining cheetahs.

However, the arrival of the East
India Company marked a turning
point in the cheetah’s fortunes.
While Mughal emperors and their
predecessors used cheetahs for
hunting, they were not the pri-
mary targets. The British, on the
other hand, hunted cheetahs for
sport and trophies, a practice that
Indian princes and the privileged

The author notes
that despite

the cheetah’s
significant
presence in India’s
history, its life in
the wild remains
somewhat of an
enigma

classes soon emulated, leading to
the cheetah’s rapid decline and
eventual extinction in India by
the 1950s.

The author also addresses the
recent controversy surrounding
the translocation of cheetahs from
Africa to India. He argues that
African cheetahs have been im-
ported into India since the early
20th century, primarily due to the

Divyabhanusinh;
Marg Books;

demand from royals who could no
longer source Indian cheetahs. He
asserts that African cheetahs have
successfully adapted to Indian
conditions in the past.

Despite the book’s extensive
coverage of the cheetah’s history
in India, it reveals how little is
known about the cheetah’s be-
havior in the Indian wild. The
author convincingly argues that
cheetahs can once again thrive in
India, but he does not delve into
whether modern India, with its
shrinking forests and increas-
ing urbanization, can renew its
relationship with the cheetah in
the wild. The book could have
also benefited from an analysis of
the existing Project Cheetah plan

324 pages; Rs 2,800

future in India, it is an invaluable
resource that offers a wealth of in-
formation and serves as a starting
point for further exploration and
discussion. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in the cheetah’s
past, present, and future in India.

The author’s meticulous re-
search is evident in the exten-
sive details provided in the book.
For instance, the book includes
a “chronology of extinction,” de-
tailing 316 recorded instances of
cheetah kills from 1772 to 1997.
This exhaustive record of the
cheetah’s history in India under-
scores the paradox of how much
we know about the cheetah’s in-
teraction with humans, yet how
little we understand about its
behavior in the wild. This gap in
knowledge is a poignant reminder
of the need for further research
and conservation efforts to ensure
the cheetah’s survival.
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Adani Transmission renamed as Adani Energy Solutions

Adani Transmission
posted a consolidated
Q4 net at Rs 440 crore
up 86% year-on-year
on strong distribution
revenue growth

NEW DELHI: Adani Transmis-
sion country’s largest private
transmission company with
presence across 14 states on
Thursday said it has been re-
named as Adani Energy Solu-
tions with immediate effect.
“The company’s name has
been changed from Adani
Transmission Limited to Ad-
ani Energy Solutions Limited
w.e.f. 27th July, 2023 pursuant
to the even dated ‘Certificate
of Incorporation pursuant to
change of name’ received from
the Registrar of Companies,
Ahmedabad,” a BSE filing said.
The Board of Directors of
the company has on Monday
approved the change of name
for the company subject to the

approval of shareholders and
the regulators.

The company’s shares fell
over 3.5 % on Tuesday after
the company announced an 86
per cent jump in consolidated
net profit for the quarter ended
March 31,2023, at Rs 440 crore,
up from Rs 237 crore in the cor-
responding quarter a year ago.

The company’s revenues from
operations for the quarter stood
at Rs 3,179 crore, (versus Rs
2,556 crore a year ago) indicat-
ing a 24 per cent rise includ-

ing the arrears of Rs 14:8 crore
approved in MERC order in
June 2021 determining and
allowing MEGPTCL to claim
incremental Aggregate Revenue
Requirement (ARR) based on
Appellate Tribunal for Electric-
ity order (APTEL).

For FY23, the company’s net
profit stood at Rs 1,281 crore,
up 3.6 per cent from Rs 1,236
crore last year. Consolidated
revenues for the year were Rs
12,537 crore (Rs 10,436 crore),
including Rs 389 crore of ar-

rears for the fiscal.

The company’s consolidated
total expenses increased by 21
per cent for the fiscal to Rs
13,164 crore (Rs 10,843 crore
ayear ago).

Gautam Adani, Chairman,
Adani Group, said, “Adani
Transmission is well positioned
to deliver exponential growth,
and we are working towards
fulfilling our nation’s massive
electricity needs and strengthen-
ing our position as a world-class
utility. We are accelerating the
transition to a sustainable and
reliable grid and are commit-
ted to our pursuit of energizing
and ensuring continuous and
reliable power supply across
all regions through our assets
in India. Our focus remains
strong on cashflow generation,
operational excellence, and gov-
ernance.”

The Board of Directors of
the company also approved the
reappointment of Anil Sardana
as the Managing Director of

Air India to start
Delhi-Dhaka direct
flights from Sep 15

h
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NEW DELHI: Air India on
Thursday said it will start di-
rect flights between Delhi and
Dhaka from September 15.

The airline already oper-
ates flights between Kolkata
and Dhaka.

According to a statement,
the flights between Delhi and
Dhaka will be operated four
times a week, using narrow
body Airbus A320 aircraft.

Air India said the addi-
tional frequencies will help
serve the increased demand
for international travel to
and from Dhaka on the back
of Bangladesh’s rapid eco-
nomic growth and overall
development.

With four additional weekly
flights from Delhi, Air India
offers enhanced frequency to
Dhaka, enabling convenient
connections via Delhi to and/
or from 14 destinations in In-
dia and 14 destinations across
North America, UK, Australia,
the Middle East, and the Far
East, the airline said.

Build confidence by preparing the
project as promised: RERA Chairman

FW DESK
New Delhi

“Builders, developers, and
collaborators must work in a
transparent manner according
to the rules and prepare projects
as promised to the customers.
The focus should be on building
trust among the public,” stated
Anand Kumar, Chairman, Real
Estate Regulatory Authority
(RERA), NCT of Delhi at the
National Conference on “Real
Estate Development and Action
Plan for New India” organised
by the Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India
(ASSOCHAM).

While addressing the con-
ference Kumar gave a message
to all the stakeholders related
to the real estate sector to be
alert and aware, he said, “while
buying any land, plot, flat, com-
mercial property sold as ‘RERA
registered, check it on RERA’s
website.”Anand Kumar urged
the builders, developers, and
entrepreneurs working in the
real estate sector under the alli-
ance to work with transparency
to increase trust in the eyes of
their agents, customers, and buy-
ers. Before starting work on any
project, it should be registered
with RERA.

Urging everyone to work to-
gether for the progress of the real
estate sector, Anand Kumar said

=)

that even today there are a large
number of builders and develop-
ers who do not want to register
with RERA. He also enumerated
the reason for this. “The first rea-
son is that if he (developer) joins
us, we will continue to investigate
him, and secondly if he comes to
us, he will have to deliver what
he has promised,” he said.

Kumar warned builders and
developers who are spreading
propaganda to sell flats or shops
in projects without RERA reg-
istration, saying that strict ac-
tion will be taken against them.
RERA will not give any relax-
ation in this matter. He said that
the atmosphere of mistrust that
had developed in the real estate
sector during the past years, the
way home buyers had to suffer,
resulted in the enactment of the
RERA Act and a regulator for
the sector.

In his long address, he gave
information about all the things
in which the developer is re-
quired to register the project.

He said that plots of more than
500 square meters are being de-
veloped, projects in which more
than eight units, be it shops,
flats, apartments, or commercial
spaces, are being constructed
and plotting of more than 500
square meters of land is being
done. Yes, all such projects are
required to be registered with
RERA. He also made it clear
that whether this project or land
is in the planned area of Delhi
or non-planned area, in both
circumstances, they will have
to come to the authority.

Anand Kumar also told the
developers, “If you have any
kind of difficulty, then you can
contact u Any day now, we'll be
able to tell you where the prob-
lem is with your registration.
Get all your documents ready,
if the documents are in proper
condition, then registration will
happen.” He urged all the devel-
opers and builders to go through
and understand the guidelines
completely and follow them.

Kumar said that until all of us
do our work with full serious-
ness and honesty, the dream of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
house for everyone cannot be
fulfilled. The success of the field
is not for our benefit alone, but
it will benefit everyone. The real
estate sector is the second-largest
employment-generating sector
in the country.

Religare-Nasscom CoE sign MoU,
Collaborate to Drive Tech Innovation

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bengaluru

Religare Enterprises Limited
(REL), India’s leading diversi-
fied financial services group,
and nasscom CoE for IoT & Al,
have entered a strategic part-
nership to strengthen REL’s
business processes and solution
landscape, making it future-
ready through the infusion of
cutting-edge technology and in-
novation. The collaboration will
harness the collective strengths
of both organisations to enhance
customer experience and drive
operational efficiencies and data
security while creating long-
term value within the sector.
Nasscom CoE'’s expertise in
co-creation and vast network of
startups and SMEs specializing
in emerging technologies such
as ALML, AR/VR, Robotics,
Blockchain, Drones, and IoT,
will present Religare Group
the access to relevant innova-
tors and their technology. The
Group will continue to explore
potential business collabora-
tions tailored to the company’s
specific needs and seize pos-
sible opportunities to benefit
the enterprise and BFSI sector.
With the announcement, nass-
com CoE has also launched the
Fifth version of the Healthcare
Innovation Challenge (HIC),
a one-of-its-kind initiative to
tackle the challenges healthcare
providers face in their journey to
digital transformation. Religare
Group’s Care Health Insurance
Ltd, a leader in the health in-
surance space, will work with
nasscom CoE in bringing digi-
tal technology solutions for the
health insurance industry.
Announcing the partnership,
during the Press Conference
here Dr Rashmi Saluja, Ex-
ecutive Chairperson, Religare

-

Enterprises Ltd said: “Our
collaboration with nasscom
CoE signifies a significant
milestone in our journey to-
wards becoming a 360-degree
financial services provider by
nurturing, adopting, and in-
tegrating technological inno-
vations in our core and future
businesses. By harnessing the
power of emerging technolo-
gies, we aim to strengthen our
business operations, enhance
diligence, and deliver unpar-
alleled value to our customers
and shareholders. It is our vi-
sion that this partnership will
not only accelerate our digital
transformation but also enable
us to support other players in
the financial services sector to
undertake this journey.”

“Furthermore, our vision is to
support startups that are born in
India and focused on India- spe-
cific solutions. In doing so, we
are aligning ourselves with the
government’s vision of an At-
manirbhar Bharat - a self-reliant
and economically strong nation.
Nurturing these start-ups will
enable us to retain talent and
ownership of India-centric solu-
tions, thereby strengthening our
global leadership in technology
and innovations.”

The strategic partnership

asscom

between Religare and nass-
com CoE encompasses several
key,initiatives that aim to shape
the future of financial services.
Religare will gain access to a cu-
rated pool of innovators through
regular pitch sessions, opening
doors for potential collabora-
tions in the near future. Ad-
ditionally, Religare will have an
early advantage in identifying
strategic investment opportu-
nities in startups, fostering in-
novation, and driving growth.

Emphasizing the potential
of this partnership Sanjeev
Malhotra, CEO, nasscom CoE
said: “Religare and its entities
will jointly work on use-cases
and co-create solutions with
the startup ecosystem that will
promote home-grown tech in-
novation driving significant im-
pact on enterprises and create
business value.” As part of this
partnership, Religare will also
have the opportunity to men-
tor two CoE- incubated start-
ups, leading to the nurturing
of entrepreneurial talent. This
strategic partnership will propel
Religare’s digital transformation
journey and position the com-
pany at the forefront of the in-
dustry, delivering cutting-edge
solutions and unprecedented
value to its customers.

the company for a period of
five years effective from May
10, 2023.

On a segment basis, the com-
pany’s transmission revenues
increased 11 per cent during the
fiscal to Rs 3,557 crore (Rs 3,217
crore) whereas its distribution
revenues for the year increased
by 23 per cent to Rs 8,592 crore
(Rs 6,966 crore)

Commenting on the results,
Anil Sardana, MD, Adani
Transmission Ltd, said, “Our
pipeline of projects and recently
operationalised assets will fur-
ther strengthen our pan-India
presence and consolidate our
position as the largest private
sector transmission and distri-
bution company in India. ATL
is consistently benchmarking
to be the best-in-class and is
pursuing disciplined growth
with strategic and operational
de-risking, capital conservation,
ensuring high credit quality, and
business excellence with high
governance standards.”

Blue Dart Express
net profit goes
downtoRs 59,74 cr

NEWDELHI: Ow-
ing to reduced income
and increased outgo,
logistics player Blue
Dart Express Ltd’s first
quarter net came down
to Rs 59.74 crore for the
first quarter of FY24.
In a regulatory filing,
Blue Dart Express said
during Q1FY24, it had
earned a total income
of Rs 1, 253.29 crore
(against Q1FY23’s Rs 1,
303.54 crore) and a net
profit of Rs 59.74 crore
(Rs 117.17 crore).
Curiously, the com-
pany’s other expenses
went up to Rs 93.17
crore during the first
quarter of FY24 from Rs
69.47 crore expended
during Q1FY23.
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ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bengaluru

The Quality Council of India
(QCTI), in order to promote
and enhance quality standards
across diverse sectors, takes a
significant step towards ex-
panding its physical presence
across the States as it inau-
gurates the Bengaluru Office
of the National Accreditation
Board for Testing & Calibra-
tion Laboratories (NABL)
and National Accreditation
Board for Hospitals &Health-
care ProvidersA(NABH). The
inauguration witnessed the
esteemed presence of Jaxay
Shah, Chairperson, QCI;
Dr. Ravi P. Singh, Secretary
General, QCI; Prof. Subban-
na Ayyappan, Chairperson,
NABL; N Venkateswaran,
CEO, NABL; Dr. A. Raj, CEO,
NBQP and dignitaries from
ASSOCHAM,ASQ (American
Society for Quality), CII ONDC
and other stakeholders.
Their participation under-
scored the significance of the
moment and their determina-
tion to ensure quality practices
reach every corner of India.
As the National Accreditation
Body, QCI>s mission is to en-
hance quality infrastructure
across various industries. In-
dia’s accreditation system, un-

Promoting Quality Nationwide : QCl Extends its Physical
Presence with NABL & NABH maugurate Bengaluru ofﬁce

der QCI, has been ranked 5th
globally. The Bengaluru Office
opening marks a momentous
occasion as it creates perma-
nent communication channels
to facilitate collaboration with
government departments, state
organizations, associations,
industry players, and other
stakeholders in the region. This
endeavour will enable QCI and
its boards to interact closely
with regional players and as-
sociations, fostering greater
outreach and awareness. The
post-launch meet shed light on
QCI>s vision for the future, its
plans for collaborative initia-
tives, and its commitment to
continually raise the bar on
quality standards.

Speaking on the occasion,
Jaxay Shah, Chairperson,
Quality Council of India (QCI),
said, «Inaugurating the Benga-
luru Office of NABL & NABH
represents our collective deter-
mination to enhance quality

infrastructure in India. We
have been continuously work-
ing across the different states
of India to inculcate quality
consciousness, and now we
are also expanding our physical
presence across the states to
foster strong partnerships with
regional players and associa-
tions to build a robust network
that ensures prompt response
and grievance redressed for all
stakeholders. We also urge the
Government of Karnataka to
partner with Quality Council
of India in order to improve
the quality oflife of the citizens
of the State. “We have laid
the foundation for a future
defined by impeccable quality
standards. With this physical
office extension of NABL, we
envision better coordination
in the upliftment of quality
standards in various labora-
tories and testing facilities”,
said Prof. Subbanna Ayyappan,
Chairperson, NABL.

India should soon hecome a global hub for sustainable fashion;
says intemational apparel and fashion experts at ASW 2023

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bengaluru

Third edition of“Apparel Sourc-
ing Week (ASW) 2023” kick-
started in bengaluru on a make-
able note with witnessing an
inspiring display of specialized
fabrics and sustainable technol-
ogies in Bengaluru. ASW 2023
was more than just a platform
for fashion sourcing; it high-
lighted the significant benefits
such efforts bring to society. By
embracing sustainable practices,
the event demonstrated the
fashion industry>s determina-
tion to create a positive impact
on both the environment and
the communities it serves.
ASW 2023 saw industry
leaders representing some of
the biggest and most popular
apparel manufacturers shar-
ing their thoughts on a host of
important aspects of the future
of manufacturing, retail, tech-
nology and sourcing in the in-
dustry. Popular manufacturers
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from the apparel retail industry
such as Aitken Spence Apparel,
Timex Garments (Pvt.) Lim-
ited, Sarasavi Exports, Colmans
Garments Group (all from Sri
Lanka); Azim group, Pakiza,
Mitali Fashions (all from Ban-
gladesh); Pratibha Syntex, SCM
Garments, Creative Garments
Pvt Ltd.Texport Industries (all
from India), and many more.
The event>s success has set the
stage where industry stakehold-
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ers will continue to tap into
the immense potential of the
booming Indian fashion retail
market.

“ASW 2023>s ability to bring
together over 15 countries and
showcase 150 exhibitors exem-
plifies its pivotal role in shaping
the future of apparel sourcing.
The event has become more
than just a platform; it>s a cata-
lyst for transformative change
in the fashion industry.

EESL forges inr 700 cr partnerships at 14th clean energy ministerial

Collaborates for Energy
Access, Clean Cooking,
Decarbonization, and
Energy Efficiency

FW DESK
New Delhi

Energy Efficiency Services Lim-
ited (EESL), a prominent joint
venture of Public Sector Un-
dertakings under the Ministry
of Power, hosted an impactful
event titled “Accelerating India’s
Net Zero Transition through
Energy Efficiency, Sustainable
Cooling & Mobility” during the
14th Clean Energy Ministerial
(CEM) meeting in Goa. The No-
table attendees in the event were
Shri Stanzin Chosphel, Executive
Councillor, Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council, Leh;
Shri Pradeep Kumar Jena, Chief
Secretary Govt of Odisha; Shri

Ajay Jain, (Special Guest), Special
Chief Secretary, Govt of Andhra
Pradesh; and Mr. Tilman Kuban
(Member of German Bund-
estag) apart from participants
from BEE, Industry, Academia,
State Nodal Agencies (SDAs),
Development institutions, and
International Organisations.
As part of the event, EESL
unveiled its new Energy Effi-
ciency Strategy crafted in close
collaboration with USAID In-
dia, which reinforces its pivotal
role in driving India>s net-zero
aspirations. Additionally, EESL
solidified its commitment to

decarbonization by signing a
strategic MOU with the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID), In-
dia to shape forward-looking
strategies and programs. This
transformational partnership
encompasses key areas such as
super-efficient cooling and heat-
ing, integrated energy efficiency
services, utility energy man-
agement, demand flexibility,
electric mobility, and regional
expansion in South Asia.

This event under the aegis
of the Clean Energy Ministe-
rial witnessed the exchange of

15 crucial Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs), show-
casing EESL>s dedication to
exploring innovative solutions
for energy access, clean cooking,
decarbonization, and energy
efficiency initiatives.

A noteworthy alliance was
established with the Andhra
Pradesh State Housing Com-
pany Limited (APSHCL),
amounting to INR 110 crores.
In this collaboration, EESL
will provide energy-efficient
appliances to beneficiaries re-
siding in Jagananna Colonies
under the esteemed Navarat-
nalu Pedalandariki Illu (NPI)
scheme. The initiative will
witness the dissemination of 6
Lakhs LED bulbs, 3 Lakhs LED
tubelights, and 3 Lakhs BLDC
ceiling fans through the nodal
agency, Andhra Pradesh State
Energy Efficiency Development
Corporation Ltd (APSEEDCO).

Enovix Establishes Research and Design Center in India

Enovix India team

will use advanced
battery modeling and
cutting-edge machine
learning to accelerate
the company’s product
development roadmap

NEW DELHI: Enovix Cor-
poration, an advanced silicon
battery company, announced
today it has established Enovix
Research and Development
Services India Private Limited
(“Enovix India”) in Hyderabad.
The Enovix India team will
develop advanced models to
predict battery performance
and support next-gen battery
manufacturing and design.
“I'm pleased to announce
we officially established our
expansion into India with a

dedicated R&D center in Hy-
derabad,” said Dr. Raj Talluri,
President and CEO of Enovix.
“The region is a strategic loca-
tion for us due to its deep pool
of technical talent in fields
that are of utmost importance
to our long-term success, as
well as its business-friendly
environment. This significant
milestone marks another chap-
ter in our journey to scale.”
Enovix India will support
the product and manufac-
turing teams in the U.S. and
Malaysia. Dr. Chandra Saru
Saravanan, who joined the
company as a consultant in
2021 and has been working
on this effort, will lead Enovix
India. Prior to Enovix, he was
Senior Vice President at Re-
liance Industries Limited
in Mumbai where he used
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cutting-edge crude-oil char-
acterization technologies and
advanced modeling including
Machine Learning to improve
and optimize business and
manufacturing processes. Be-
fore moving to India in 2008,
he was Principal Scientist at
Nanometrics in Milpitas, Calif.
Dr. Saravanan holds a Ph.D.
in Computational Chemistry
from the University of Massa-

chusetts Amherst and a Bach-
elor of Technology degree in
Chemical and Electrochemical
Engineering from the Central
Electrochemical Research In-
stitute in Tamil Nadu.

“I am excited to lead the
talented Enovix team and es-
tablish a strong presence in
India,” said Dr. Saravanan.
“In my experience, having a
dedicated team focused on bat-
tery modeling, optimization,
Machine Learning and data
analysis will give us an even
greater advantage in achieving
new breakthroughs in battery
innovation.” Enovix India has
established a board of direc-
tors including Dr. Saravanan.
The team is hiring for multiple
roles in the region and intends
to grow significantly over the
next 18 months.

OPPQ Reno 10 5G
redlines Portrait
Photography with
Telephoto Camera

ARUN KUMAR RAO
Bangalore

OPPO, the leading global smart
devices brand, has announced
that its Reno10 will go on sale
on 27th July at INR 32,999.
The handset will be available
from 12AM onwards at OPPO
E-Store, Flipkart, and mainline
retail outlets.

Addressing the Media, Karan
Dua, Product Marketing Lead
OPPO india said, The Reno10
5G, featured Telephoto Cam-
era for Ultra-Clear Portraits
and packs a powerful camera
system, comprising a 64MP
OV64B ultra-clear main cam-
era, a 32MP IMX709 telephoto
portrait camera, an SMP IMX355
112° ultra-wide camera, and a
32MP OV32C ultra-clear selfie
camera. With this setup, users can
capture every detail in pictures
with exceptional clarity, whether
in low-light, while shooting por-
traits, or even wide-angle shots.
Ultra-Slim Body with 3D Curved
Design :The Renol0 5G sports an
ultra-slim body—available in Ice
Blue and Silvery Grey—with a 3D
curved design that is light and
easy to hold. It features a 120Hz
6.7-inch AMOLED display and
a93% screen-to-body ratio for a
borderless and immersive viewing
experience.
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Indian companies will soon be allowed to directly
list their shares oveseas: Nirmala Sitharaman

MUMBAI: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday
said domestic companies can
now go in for direct listing on
foreign exchanges and the In-
ternational Financial Services
Centre (IFSC) in Ahmedabad.

The provisions for direct
overseas listing were approved
by the government, as part of
the Covid relief package an-
nounced in May 2020, but the
rules in this regard are yet to
be notified. The direct overseas
listing will allow Indian com-
panies to access foreign funds
on various exchanges overseas.
“A direct listing of securities by
domestic companies will now
be permissible in foreign ju-
risdictions. I'm also pleased to
announce that the government
has taken a decision to en-
able the direct listing of listed
and unlisted companies on the
IFSC exchanges.

“So, this is a major step
forward. This will facilitate
access to global capital and
better valuation,” Sitharmanan
said here. A senior govern-

ment official said the rules for
direct overseas listing of Indian
companies will be notified in
a few weeks.

To begin with, Indian com-
panies will be allowed to list on
the IFSC, and later, they will
be permitted in specified seven
or eight foreign jurisdictions,
the official said. Sitharaman
made the announcement about
the direct overseas listing of
domestic companies while
speaking at an event to launch
a corporate debt market de-

velopment fund, which is a
bailout facility for debt funds.

The facility will act as a
backstop facility for specified
debt funds during periods of
stress in debt markets, and
this was announced by Sebi
last month. Its function will
involve purchasing invest-
ment-grade corporate debt
securities when debt markets
face a crisis.

The move is liely to bolster
the confidence of mutual funds
and investors in the corpo-

rate debt markets while also
improving secondary market
liquidity in corporate debt se-
curities. SBI Funds Manage-
ment will serve as the invest-
ment manager of the CDMDF.

Existing market norms
mandate a domestic firm look-
ing for overseas float make a
secondary listing on the do-
mestic equity bourses or first
going for domestic float.

Currently, overseas listings
by domestically listed enti-
ties are carried out through
American Depository Receipts
(ADRs) and Global Deposi-
tory Receipts (GDRs), which
companies like Infosys and
Wipro have done.

The new policy could be a
shot in the arm for unicorns
or startups valued at more
than $1 billion, and the digital
unit of conglomerate Reliance,
which is eyeing a US listing
after raising more than $20
billion from investors, such as
KKR, Google and Facebook,
among others.

Earlier, media reports said

the government was consider-
ing allowing foreign listings
in seven countries initially,
including Britain, Canada,
Switzerland and the US.

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (Sebi)
had previously recommended a
framework within which such
direct listing will be facilitated,
and it is expected that the Sebi
framework will be the basis for
future regulation in this area.

Sebi had proposed allowing
listings on stock exchanges in
ten “permissible jurisdictions”
with strong anti-money laun-
dering regulations, including
the NYSE, Nasdaq, the LSE
and Hong Kong, along with
other major exchanges in
Japan, South Korea, France,
Germany, Switzerland and
Canada.

Meanwhile, the corporate
debt market development fund
will act as a backstop facility
for specified debt funds during
periods of stress in debt mar-
kets, and this was announced
by Sebi last month.

BANKING
FINANCE

India’s global share in GDP to cross ADB, Centre sign
4 per cent by 2027 5Bl report

NEW DELMHI: India is likely
to become the world’s third
largest economy by fiscal year
207-28, as per State Bank of
India’s Economic Research
Department’s report, SBI
Ecowrap.

Crediting the path taken
by India since 2014, the SBI
economists revealed that India
is likely to get the tag of the
third largest economy in 2027
(or FY28) based on actual GDP
data as on March 2023.

“At this rate, India is likely
to add USD 0.75 trillion in
every 2 years, implying that
India is all set to touch USD

20 trillion by 2047,
at least on current
numbers. India’s
global share in GDP
will cross 4 per cent
by 2027,” the report
mentioned.

It shows a move-
ment of seven places
upwards since 2014
when India was
ﬂ ranked tenth and
two years earlier
than our previous
forecast of 2029, said the ex-
perts. It further said that India
should surpass both Japan
and Germany in 2027 at the
current rate of growth.

Interestingly, the incre-
mental increase by India from
2022-2027, is more than the
current size of Australia’s
economy at USD 1.8 trillion,
the report said.

According to the report at
least two Indian states, Ma-
harashtra and Uttar Pradesh,
will break the USD 500 billion
mark in 2027 (or FY28) when
India achieves the third place
in global economy.

Adani Enterprises
armraises USD 394
million from Barclays,
Deutsche Bank

NEW DELHI: Adani New
Industries, an arm of Adani
Enterprises, on Thursday
raised USD 394 million
(Rs 3,231 crore) from
Barclays PLC and Deutsche
Bank AG.

The proceeds will be
used to secure working
capital requirements of its
integrated solar module
manufacturing facility,
Adani Enterprises Ltd said
in a regulatory statement
on Thursday.

“Adani New Industries
Limited (ANIL) ecosystem
today (Thursday) raised
a trade finance facility of
USD 394 million from
Barclays PLC and Deutsche
Bank AG,” it said

ANIL, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Adani Enter-
prises, is building an eco-
system of one of the largest
integrated green hydrogen
businesses, including solar
modules and wind turbine
manufacturing, it said

Adani Enterprises is the
flagship company of the
Adani Group

_IB Bank Q1 PAT at Rs 1,22{ crore

MUMBALI: Private sector IDBI
Bank Ltd on Monday said it
closed Q1FY24 with a higher
net profit of Rs 1, 224.18 crore.

In aregulatory filing, IDBI
Bank said it closed Q1FY24
with a total income of Rs 7,
711.95 crore (against Q1FY23’s
Rs 5, 774.11 crore) and a net
profit of Rs1, 224.18 crore (Rs
756.36 crore).

During the period under
review, the bank had made

provisions of Rs 1, 190.43 crore
(Rs 959.23 crore) of which
provision for non-performing
assets were Rs 581.35 crore (Rs
110.03 crore).

As on June 30,2023, IDBI
Bank’s gross non-performing
assets (GNPA) stood at Rs 8,
762.51 crore crore (against Rs
33, 908.32 crore on June 30,
2022) and the net NPA at Rs
730.60 crore (against Rs 1,
'741.24 crore).

Tata Motors Q1 consolidated
net profit at Rs 3,300.65 crore

It had posted
consolidated net loss of
Rs 4,950.97 crin same
quarter last fiscal

NEW DELHI : Tata Motors
on Tuesday reported a consoli-
dated net profit of Rs 3,300.65
crore in the first quarter ended
June 30, 2023.

The company had posted
a consolidated net loss of Rs

MUMBALI: Aviation watch-
dog DGCA has imposed a Rs
30 lakh fine on IndiGo for
certain systemic deficiencies
with respect to documenta-
tion pertaining to operations,
training and engineering
procedures.

IndiGo witnessed four
tail strike incidents on A321
aircraft within a span of six
months this year, following
which the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
carried out a special audit of
the airline. In a release, the
regulator said that during
the audit, it reviewed the air-
line’s documentation and
procedure on operations,
training, engineering and
FDM programme.

FDM refers to Flight Data

DGCA imposes Rs 30
lakh fine on IndiGo

Monitoring. During the spe-
cial audit, certain systemic
deficiencies were observed
in IndiGo’s documentation
pertaining to operations/
training procedures and
engineering procedures. A
show cause notice was is-
sued to the airline and DGCA
said the carrier’s reply “was
reviewed at various levels and
was not found satisfactory”.

“Subsequently, DGCA has
imposed a financial penalty
of Rs 30 lakh on IndiGo
Airlines and also directed
them to amend their docu-
ments and procedures in line
with DGCA requirements
and OEM guidelines,” the
release said.

OEM refers to Original
Equipment Manufacturer.

4,950.97 crore in the same
quarter last fiscal, Tata Mo-
tors said in a regulatory filing.

Consolidated revenue
from operations stood at Rs
1,01,528.49 crore, as compared
to Rs 71,227.76 crore in the
year-ago period, it added.

Total expenses were at Rs
98,266.93 crore, as against Rs
"77,783.69 crore in the same
quarter a year ago, the com-
pany said.

FPIs invested Rs 43, 804 cr in India in July

NEW DELHI: FPI flows into
India continue unabated in
July, too. India is the larg-
est recipient of FPI (Foreign
portfolio investment) flows
YTD among emerging mar-
kets, says V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist
at Geojit Financial Services.

Till July 21, FPIs have in-
vested Rs 43, 804 crore in
India. This figure includes
investment through stock
exchanges, primary market
and bulk deals.

FPIs continue to invest in
financials, automobiles, capital
goods, realty and FMCG. FPI
buying in these sectors have
contributed hugely to the surge
in prices of stocks in these sec-
tors and the Sensex and Nifty

scaling record highs, he said.
The concern, however, is
the rising valuations. At high
valuations some negative trig-
gers can lead to sharp correc-
tion. This happened on Friday
when the Sensex tanked by 887
points on negative news from
Infosys and HUL, he added.

The US Dollar Index (DXY)
has slipped below $100 for the
first time after April 2022.
When the Dollar Index falls,
the Indian Rupee appreciates
and the dollar weakens, which
leads to increased fund flow
from FII and FPIs, SBI Securi-
ties said in a report.

The heavy inflow helps the
market to surge higher, SBI
Securities.

Last week, the volatility in-
dex India VIX ended at 10.68,
which was the lowest closing
since December 2019. This de-
cline in volatility indicates that
there is less fear in the market
and investors have adopted
risk-on mode, the report said.

Hence, overall market struc-
ture looks very promising as
the formation of higher high
and higher low is seen on the
chart and there is stability in
volatility. Stability of volatil-
ity over time is a good thing
because it allows market par-
ticipants to estimate maximum
potential gains and losses with
greater accuracy.

USD 200 million
loan for expanding
urban services in
Rajasthan
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NEW DELHI: The central gov-
ernment and the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) on Friday
signed a USD 200 million loan
as additional financing for the
ongoing Rajasthan Secondary
Towns Development Sector
Project.

The additional financing will
support the Rajasthan govern-
ment in reducing basic infra-
structure gaps in its secondary
towns by expanding water sup-
ply and sanitation services and
improving livability in selected
urban local bodies, the finance
ministry said in a statement.

The project will incorporate
various innovative and climate-
resilient solutions for expanding
basic urban services and incor-
porate nature-based solutions to
rehabilitate heritage structures
besides piloting public-private
partnerships in the state’s water
and sanitation sector to deepen
private sector engagement, the
statement said. A total of 1,451
km of water supply pipes, 1,110
km of sewer pipes have been laid
as part of the ongoing project,
which was approved in Septem-
ber 2020, while 68,098 house-
holds have been connected to
water services in selected sec-
ondary towns in the state. The
additional financing will help
improve water supply systems
in at least seven towns by con-
verting groundwater sources to
surface water, replacing about
700 km of leaking water pipes,
installing 1,400 km of new water
supply pipelines, and providing
77,000 households with water
meter connections, it said.
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Bank of India Q1 profit surges
nearly three-fold to Rs 1,551 cr

NEW DELMHI: State-owned
Bank of India (BOI) on Friday
reported a nearly three-fold
jump in net profit to Rs 1,551
crore in the June quarter due
to a decline in bad loans. The
Mumbai-based lender had
posted a net profit of Rs 561
crore in the year-ago period.
The total income in the first
quarter of the current fiscal rose
to Rs 15,821 crore as against Rs
11,124 crore in the same pe-
riod a year ago, Bank of India
said in a regulatory filing. The
lender’s interest income also
increased to Rs 14,359 crore
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from Rs 9,973 crore in the same
quarter a year ago. On the asset
quality side, the bank witnessed
an improvement with the gross
Non-Performing Assets (NPAs)
easing to 6.67 per cent of the
gross advances by June 2023
from 9.30 per cent a year ago.

The net NPA too declined
to 1.65 per cent against 2.21

per cent in the same period
of the previous year. As a re-
sult, provisions for bad loans
came down to Rs 777 crore
compared to Rs 1,304 crore
in the same quarter a year
ago. Provision Coverage Ra-
tio of the bank increased to
89.52 per cent as of June 2023
against 87.96 per cent at the
end of the first quarter of the
previous financial year. The
capital adequacy ratio of the
bank declined marginally to
15.60 per cent at the end of
June compared to 15.61 per
cent a year ago.

Gold drops Rs 350 to Rs 60,250/10
gm; silver nosedives Rs 1,900

NEW DELHI: Gold prices de-
clined by Rs 350 to Rs 60,250
per 10 grams in the national
capital on Friday amid weak

cues in the overseas market,
according to HDFC Securities.
The precious g
metal had ended at ’ [ ‘;
Rs 60,600 per 10 j{
grams in the pre- }'\
vious trade. Silver 3
also nosedived Rs
1,900 to Rs 76,000 per kﬂo—
gramme. In the international
market, both gold and silver
were quoting lower at USD
1,951 per ounce and USD 24.15
per ounce, respectively. Gold
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prices came under pressure
after stronger-than-expected
US second-quarter GDP data
signalled the US economy is
doing well and possibly holding
up to higher interest rates for a
longer time.
Meanwhile,
the dollar index
surged to a two-
- week high and
i " is trading up by
0.10 per cent at the 101.50 level
against the previous close, which
also weighed on precious metals,
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Ana-
lyst - Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.

Moving away from ‘take-make-dispose’ model

EXPLAINS WHY INDIA’S G-20 PRESIDENCY EMPHASIZES RESOURCE EFFICIENCY AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY

LEENA within the G-20 community.
NANDAN Movingtoa circular steel
sector
source ef-
Rﬁcwncy and Most G-20 member

" circular economy
are powerful strategies that
can effectively minimise
dependence on natural re-
sources, curtail waste and
encourage sustainable de-
sign practices. In the col-
lective global endeavour
to ensure sustainable de-
velopment and realise the
Sustainable Development
Goals, decoupling resource
utilisation from economic
growth is going to be the
key. Recognising the need to
switch from the ‘take-make-
dispose’ to ‘reduce-reuse-
recycle’ model, India has pri-
oritised ‘Resource Efficiency
and Circular Economy’ as
one of the three core themes
for deliberations in the G-20
forum.

India has embraced four
priority areas for the circular
economy during its G-20
presidency: circularity in the
steel sector; Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility (EPR);
circular bioeconomy and
establishing an industry-
led resource efficiency and
circular economy industry
coalition. There is now
heightened recognition of
resource efficiency and cir-
cular economy strategies

countries have committed
to net zero ambitions and
are working to mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions.
In order to ensure grow-
ing resource consumption
in an environmentally re-
sponsible manner, there
is also a need to raise the
current recycling rates of
15%-25%. Given the crucial
role of steel in infrastructure
development, its efficient
utilisation is important.
The demand for steel is
poised to grow especially
in growing economies such
as India. Globally, about 7%
of energy sector emission
is attributed to iron and
steel production. Transi-
tioning towards a circular
steel sector is a key strategy
to tackle steel sector emis-
sions. The key lies in ensur-
ing collaboration among the
G-20 member countries for
knowledge sharing, technol-
ogy co-development and
technology transfer. The
presidency document for
knowledge exchange on
the ‘Circular Economy in
[the] Steel Sector’ is a po-
tential blueprint for a net
zero pathway for the steel
industry, reducing resource

utilisation and minimis-
ing wastage. Under India’s
G-20 presidency, there is
an emphasis on the signifi-
cance of the EPR framework
in integrating circularity
throughout the value chain.
As different countries have
implemented different EPR
models, it is necessary that
G-20 member-countries
share best practices to ac-
celerate the transition to a
circular economy.

Recycling, a bioeconomy
and biofuels

Effective implementation
of EPR plays a pivotal role in
promoting the growth of the
recycling infrastructure and
establishing a streamlined
waste collection system.
With over 20,000 registered
Producers, Importers, and
Brand Owners (PIBOs) and
over 1,900 plastic waste pro-
cessors on the centralised
EPR portal, India boasts one

of the largest frameworks for
EPR. The combined EPR
obligation of registered
PIBOs crosses 3.07 million
tons. India has also noti-
fied comprehensive rules for
e-waste and battery waste
management.

Since 1970, the consump-
tion of biological resources
in G-20 member countries
has risen 2.5 times. Biowaste
such as municipal and in-
dustrial waste and agricul-
tural residue has become a
global issue as much of it
is burned, causing pollu-
tion, biodiversity loss and
global warming. Combined
with crops well-suited for
degraded lands, biowaste
can serve as valuable pri-
mary raw materials and vi-
able substitutes for mineral
resources. Adopting a circu-
lar bioeconomy approach
will reduce the need for ex-
tracting virgin resources and
provide an effective waste

disposal solution.

The Government of India
has been working towards
the adoption of biofuels. The
Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN
Yojana provides financial
support to integrated bio-
ethanol projects to set up
second generation (2G)
ethanol projects. 2G bio-
ethanol technology produces
bioethanol from waste feed-
stock such as crop residues
and municipal solid waste
that would otherwise have
no value. Additionally, India
has also made it mandatory
for coal-burning thermal
power plants to use a 5%
blend of biomass pellets
along with coal. The Gal-
vanizing Organic Bio-Agro
Resources (GOBAR) Dhan
scheme was launched by the
Government of India to con-
vert cattle dung and other
organic waste into compost,
biogas, and biofuels to pro-
mote sustainable agriculture
and reduce pollution. With
over 500 functional biogas
plants, the scheme has also
helped create rural liveli-
hoods and ensured improved
sanitation. The Sustainable
Alternative Towards Afford-
able Transportation (SA-
TAT) Scheme, launched in
2018 to promote the use of
Compressed BioGas (CBG)
as an alternative green trans-
portation fuel, has aided the

bioenergy sector by accel-
erating the development of
infrastructure for the pro-
duction, storage and distri-
bution of CBG.

On industry coalition

As industries are crucial
in advancing resource effi-
ciency and circular economy
practices, India has envi-
sioned an industry coalition
in these areas. The coalition
will also aim to achieve en-
hanced technological col-
laboration, build advanced
capabilities across sectors,
mobilise de-risked finance,
and facilitate a proactive
private sector engagement.

Global platforms such as
the G-20 play an important
role in addressing key issues
and presenting solutions by
adopting a collaborative ap-
proach. Resource efficiency
and circular economy have
emerged as key solutions in
collective efforts in tackling
triple planetary challenges.
India’s G-20 presidency
has focused extensively on
these approaches which
offer promising pathways
towards a more sustainable
and resilient future.

Leena Nandan is
Secretary, Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change. Views are
personal.
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Indian-Americans hold protests against

Manipur violence in 3

WASHINGTON: Indian-
Americans and allies held pro-
tests in US states of California,
New Jersey, and Massachu-
setts throughout the weekend
to condemn the ongoing ethnic
violence in Manipur, which has
left hundreds of people dead and
thousands displaced.

The protests were in part a
response to a horrific video last
week, showing two young tribal
women being paraded naked
while being molested by a group
of men in the violence-hit state.

In California, Indian-Amer-
icans and allies gathered on
the steps of Oakland City Hall
for a protest organised by sev-
eral advocacy groups, including
the North American Manipur
Tribal Association (NAMTA),
Indian American Muslim Coun-
cil IAMC), and Ambedkar King
Study Circle. “They chased us
out of our homes. They burned
our homes, our properties. They
looted, they killed, they raped,
they immolated, they beheaded,
they've left us broken and every-
thing we own reduced to ashes,
” said Niang Hangzo, founding
member of NAMTA.

“This is the butchery being
done to the Kuki-Zomi... How

. 5

long will the world stay silent?
We want the House to bring
this issue and discuss it like the
EU (Parliament) has done.” T

he European Parliament had
adopted a resolution earlier this
month, calling on Indian au-
thorities to take “all necessary”
measures to stop the violence in
Manipur and protect religious
minorities, especially Christians.
India condemned the resolu-
tion, calling it an “interference”
in its internal affairs.

In Iselin, New Jersey, IAMC

US stat
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PEACE IN
MANIPUR

organized a protest and candle-
light vigil attended by people
from diverse faith and ethnic
backgrounds, including mem-
bers of local churches, NAMTA,
and the National Association of
Asian Indian Christians.

“If those two women could be
dragged and paraded, it could
happen to any other woman,
no matter what religion, ” said
Pastor Prem Kankanala, rep-
resenting the United Telugu
Christ Church.

“Let us be united and raise

€S

our voices to protect women and
to protect minorities, ” he added.

In Boston, Massachusetts,
several Indian-Americans and
allies came together to express
solidarity with the victims and
urging President Joe Biden’s
administration to intervene and
call on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to halt the escalating
violence in Manipur.

Following the protests, a
senior Biden administration
official said on Tuesday that the
US is “shocked and horrified by
the video of an extreme attack
on two women in Manipur”.

“We convey our profound
sympathies to the survivors of
this act of gender-based vio-
lence and support the Indian
Government’s efforts to seek
justice for them, ” Vedant Patel,
Deputy Spokesperson of the
State Department, said.

In his first public comments
on the situation in Manipur,
Prime Minister Modi last
week expressed pain and an-
ger over the incident, saying it
has shamed 140 crore Indians
and asserted that the guilty will
not be spared, even as opposi-
tion Congress said the remarks
came “too little, too late”.
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AFTER GETTING THE
INFORMATION ABOUT
HER SON'S DEATH "
GURVINDER NATH"S
MOTHER COMMITS
SUICIDE"

A 24-year-old Indian student,
who worked as a food delivery
driver in Canada, died after he
was violently attacked during a
carjacking incident, police said.

Gurvinder Nath from Pun-
jab’s Karimpur Chahwala vil-
lage, was lured by his attackers
in the area of Britannia Road
and Creditview, Mississauga,
on the pretext of placing a food
order earlier this month. Upon
arrival, Nath, a student of Loy-
alist College in Toronto, was
violently assaulted and robbed
of his vehicle, and succumbed
to his injuries on July 14 at a
trauma centre.

Investigators have reason to
believe there are multiple sus-
pects involved and that the food
order was placed as a means of
luring the driver to the area, the
Peel Regional Police said in a
statement. An audio recording
of the Pizza Pizza order placed

Indian student dies after being
attacked by Canadian carjackers

before the attack has also been
obtained by the investigators.
“It is believed that Nath was
an innocent victim although
every potential motive is being
explored, “ the police said.

Police have identified a sus-
pect vehicle -- a 2012 to 2017
white Hyundai Accent sedan,
which has a distinctive flash-
ing blue light at the top of the
windshield. In a CCTV footage,
a male described as wearing
dark clothing is seen exiting the
vehicle, the police said, adding
that there is no known con-
nection between Nath and his
attackers.

Phil King of Peel Regional
Police’s Homicide Bureau said
Nath’s vehicle was found aban-
doned in the area of Old Cred-
itview and Old Derry roads, less
than five kilometres from the

crime scene. The vehicle has
been forensically examined and
“several” pieces of evidence have
been retrieved, King said. He
said that at this moment police
are unsure if a weapon was used
in the attack. A GoFundMe
page has been set up to raise
money for Nath’s repatriation
and help the family with funeral
expenses.

Shocked community mem-
bers held a candlelight vigil in
Mississauga on Saturday where
more than 200 people gath-
ered to mourn Nath’s death.
“The devastating loss of Gur-
vinder has left his family shat-
tered and heartbroken. Their
decision to send him to Canada
was filled with great aspira-
tions, hoping that he would
one day achieve full settlement
in a new and promising land.

US Senate Republican leader

McConnell free

US Senate Minority leader
Mitch McConnell froze dur-
ing a news conference, but
told reporters later that he
was “fine”.

In the middle of remarks at
his regularly scheduled weekly
news conference on Capitol
Hill, the 81-year-old Kentucky
Republican stopped speaking
on Wednesday, reports CNN.

After a 30-second pause, his
colleagues crowded around to
see if “he was OK” and asked
him “how he felt”.

Wyoming Republican Sena-
tor John Barrasso was seen
gripping McConnell’s arm and
whispered to him: “Hey Mitch,
anything else you want to say?
Or should we just go back to
your office? Do you want to
say anything else to the press?”

He said nothing, and was
led away from the press con-
ference and toward his office
by an aide.

He returned to the news
conference a few minutes later.

When asked by a CNN re-
porter if the development was
related to his fall earlier this

year, McConnell said “no, 'm
fine”.

In a statement issued later
in the day, an aide to McCo-
nnell said that he “felt light
headed and stepped away for
a moment”.

“He came back to handle
Q and A, which as everyone
observed was sharp, ” CNN
quoted the aide as saying.

As he left the Capitol, the
Senate Republican leader told
reporters he was “fine” and said
he had spoken with President

zes during presser
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Joe Biden.

“So, the president called to
check on me. I told him I got
sandbagged, ” he said, in refer-
ence to Biden tripping over a
sandbag last month.

In March, McConnell had
tripped at a private dinner
event and was later admitted
to hospital for treatment of a
concussion, as well as a minor
rib fracture.

Serving his seventh term as
Senator, McConnell was first
elected to the Senate in 1984.

Singapore in close contact with
Indian authorities to seek exemption

from non-basmati

SINGAPORE: Singapore is
in close contact with Indian
authorities to seek exemption
from the country’s ban on ex-
port of non-basmati rice, the
city state’s food agency said
on Friday.

“Singapore Food Agency
(SFA) is working closely with
importers to increase the im-
port of different varieties of
rice from various sources. Sin-
gapore is also in close contact
with the Indian authorities to
seek exemption from the ban,”
said a statement from SFA.

On July 20, the Indian gov-
ernment banned exports of
non-basmati white rice to boost
domestic supply and keep retail
prices under check during the

o

upcoming festive season. Non-
basmati white rice constitutes
about 25 per cent of total rice
exported from the country.

In 2022, India accounted
for about 40 per cent of Singa-
pore’s imported rice, said the
agency. Singapore imports rice
from more than 30 countries.

Under Singapore’s Rice

rice export

ban

Stockpile Scheme,
rice importers must
hold a buffer in-
ventory equivalent
to twice of their
monthly imports.
This helps ensure
an adequate supply
of rice in the market,
SFA said in a state-
ment. Countries
expected to be hit by the ban
include African nations, Turkey,
Syria, Pakistan, among others.
In the first quarter of the current
fiscal, about 15.54 lakh tonnes
of white rice was exported from
India against only 11.55 lakh
tonne in the year-ago period,
which means an increase by
35 per cent.
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Second lottery round for H-1B applicants to be
conducted this year: US immigration service

WASHINGTON: A second
round of random lottery selec-
tion for the much sought-after
H-1B visas for fiscal 2024 will
soon begin after it was deter-
mined that “additional regis-
trations” need to be selected
to reach the numerical alloca-
tions, the US federal immigra-
tion agency has announced, a
decision that could benefit
more Indian professionals.
The US Citizenship and Im-
migration Services (USCIS) said
on Thursday that it will select
the additional registrations
from the previously submitted
electronic registrations using
a random selection process.
In March, the USCIS conducted
an initial random selection of

properly submitted electronic
registrations for the fiscal year
(FY) 2024 H-1B cap, including
for beneficiaries eligible for the
advanced degree exemption.
Only those petitioners with
selected registrations for FY
2024 are eligible to file H-1B
cap-subject petitions. The
initial filing period for those
with selected registrations for
FY 2024 was from April 1,

2023, through June 30, 2023.
The H-1B visa is a non-im-
migrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in speciality occupa-
tions that require theoretical
or technical expertise. Tech-
nology companies depend on
it to hire tens of thousands
of employees each year from
countries like India and China.
“We recently determined that
we would need to select addi-
tional registrations to reach the
FY 2024 numerical allocations.
Soon, we will select additional
registrations from previously
submitted electronic registra-
tions using a random selection
process,” the USCIS said in a
statement.

Indian national

A 28-year-old Indian national
from Ludhiana, who had been
working as a driver for the past
six months in South Australia,
died after being hit by a bus.

Gagandeep Singh from Lud-
hiana had parked his bus on
Conroy Street and had exited
when the bus rolled forward
and pinned him against a gate
this month, Australian broad-
caster SBS Punjabi reported.

While Gagandeep received
immediate medical response
from paramedics at the scene,
he died after being transported
to a nearby hospital, police
said.

“I talked to him (the) day
before the incident. Excitedly
sharing his plans for the future,
he mentioned that it would be
his final shift as a bus driver
in Port Augusta. He had been
eagerly looking forward to re-
locating to Melbourne later
this month. Little did he know
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that fate had other plans in
store for him, ” Rubal Singh,
arelative of the deceased, told
SBS Punjabi.

Rubal Singh said that the
Major Crash Unit was inves-
tigating the circumstances
leading to his death.

“We believe somehow the
handbrake wasn’t applied to
the bus that he parked at the
yard. After exiting the bus,
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he realised that it was still
moving. He tried to stop it
by shutting down the roller
gate but was tragically crushed
between the bus and the gate,
” he added.

A fundraiser has been set
up by the community to take
Gagandeep’s body back to
India and support the family
that lost their only son and
working member.

dies after being hit by bus in Australia

He had been eagerly
looking forward

to relocating to
Melbourne later this
month. Little did he
know that fate had
other plans in store for
him”

“Tragedy has struck the
family as we mourn the sud-
den and untimely loss of our
beloved, Gagandeep Singh, ”
GoFundMe organiser Sunny
Singh wrote.

“Together, we want to hon-
our Gagandeep’s memory and
send him back to his parents
in India so they can say their
final goodbyes following all
the last rituals and traditions.”

The campaign has so far
raised A$59, 000.
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State of emergency
declared in Canadian
province of Nova
Scotia to fight flooding

OTTAWA: A state of emer-
gency has been declared in the
eastern Canadian province
of Nova Scotia to fight severe
flooding, authorities said.

The Nova Scotia Govern-
ment’s Emergency Manage-
ment Office said that the order
is in place to protect the entire
province as the storm pro-
gresses. “This is a very serious
event. This flooding has been
fast and furious, and we are
taking strong action to ensure
Nova Scotians are protected,
“ said John Lohr, minister re-
sponsible for the Emergency
Management Office, Xinhua
news agency reported. Some
areas in the province received up
to 300 mm of rain in less than
24 hours since Friday afternoon.

According to Environment
Canada, some areas could ex-
pect an additional 75 to 150 mm
of rain. Nova Scotia Premier
Tim Houston’s office said the
storm continues to impact the
province on Saturday, causing
flooding and significantly dam-
aging roads, bridges, dams and
other critical infrastructure.

“As the rain and flood risk
continues, we need people to
stay off the roads so that first
responders and critical infra-
structure partners can do their
work to restore our roads and
power and keep people safe,
“ Lohr said. The Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police said four
people were missing after the
vehicles they traveled in were
submerged in floodwaters. Nova
Scotia Power said approximately
4,000 customers lost power at
peak due to lightning impacts
on power equipment and in-
frastructure. According to the
office, the state of emergency
remains in effect for 14 days,
until Aug. 5, unless the govern-
ment terminates or extends it.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau said on his social
media that federal assistance is
being provided, and the federal
government is ready to provide
additional assistance as needed.

Sri Lanka’s minority Tamil-dominated regions
observe shutdown over mass grave investigation

COLOMBO: A shutdown
was observed in Sri Lanka’s
Tamil-dominated northern
and eastern regions on Friday
with the minority community
demanding a credible investiga-
tion into an alleged mass grave
in the northeastern district of
Mullaithivu.

The protest was called by the
relatives of the disappeared peo-
ple in the northern and eastern
regions of Jaffna, Kilinochchi,
Mannar and Mullaithivu by
shutting down businesses and
staying indoors. According to
Sri Lankan government figures,
over 20,000 people are missing
due to various conflicts, includ-
ing the three-decade brutal war
with Lankan Tamils in the north
and east, which claimed at least
100,000 lives.

The joint student organisa-
tion of the Jaffna University in
a statement expressed solidarity
with the shutdown. However,
the protests were unsuccess-
ful in Vavuniya, Amapara and
Trincomalee districts. In June,
an alleged mass grave was ac-
cidentally discovered at Kok-
kuthuduvai by the National
Water Board workers while
carrying out digging activities

for a development project in
the area. On July 6, the Mul-
laitivu magistrate court super-
vised the digging of the alleged
mass grave.

Tamil political party sources
said human remains of at least
13 people were found there. The
relatives of the missing people
during the separatist armed
conflict have demanded an in-
ternational investigation into
the grave.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) ran a
military campaign for a separate
Tamil homeland in the north-
ern and eastern provinces of
the island nation for nearly 30
years before its collapse in 2009
after the Sri Lankan Army killed
its supreme leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran.

Indian diaspora’s success story has
changed how US views India

The rapid rise of Indian-Ameri-
cans from politics to administra-
tion, entrepreneurship to tech-
nology, medicine to hospitality,
science to academia has put the
global spotlight like never be-
fore on the high-achieving four
million-plus strong diaspora.
The community happens to
be the most educated with the
highest median income in the
US, with an average household
earning of $123, 700 -- mak-
ing them the top earners in the
US among other Asians in the
country. As the profile of the
Indian American community
-- now the second-largest im-
migrant group in the US -- has
grown, so too has its economic,
political, and social influence,
according to a recent Carnegie
Endowment study. In 2010,
only 18 per cent of Americans
saw India as “very important”
to the United States, according
to The Chicago Council survey.
Now, India is perceived by
Americans as their seventh fa-

vourite nation in the world, with
70 per cent of people viewing
India favourably in 2023, says
a Gallup survey.

Much of how America views
India today can be attributed to
the success of this community,
which according to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, has played
asignificant role in the all-round
development of the nation they
live in and also strengthened the
India-US relationship.

The fifth largest economy of
the world, India today is seen
in the US as a strong bilateral

partner sharing common demo-
cratic values with broad-based
and multi-sectoral cooperation
in sectors like trade and invest-
ment, defence and security, edu-
cation, science and technology,
cyber security, etc. American
businesses heavily rely on high-
ly-skilled workers from India to
fill the gaps in IT and engineer-
ing sectors via the H-1B visa
programme. These visa holders
create prospects for US citizens,
by enabling companies to invest
in domestic operations instead
of sending jobs abroad.

ISLAMABAD: Four Pakistani
state-owned petroleum com-
panies have signed a memo-
randum of understanding with
Saudi Arabia to build Pakistan’s
largest oil refinery with an in-
vestment of USD 10 billion in
the strategic Gwadar Port, ac-
cording to a media report on
Friday.

The MoU to set up the facil-
ity with a production capac-
ity of 300,000 barrels per day
was signed on Thursday with
the state-owned Oil and Gas
Development Company Ltd
(OGDCL), Pakistan State Oil
(PSO), Pakistan Petroleum
Ltd (PPL), and Government
Holdings Private Ltd (GHPL)
signed the MoU to join hands
and provide comfort to the Saudi
firm to enter Pakistan with a
major investment, the Dawn
newspaper reported. The four
SOEs would join the project
through equity participation.

The government headed by
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
is reportedly in the advanced
stages of negotiations with Saudi
giant Aramco to execute the
greenfield refinery project at
the strategic Gwadar Port and
wants to complete the initial
paperwork before its tenure
ends in two weeks. The tenure
of Pakistan’s current govern-
ment will end on August 14. To
facilitate the Saudi investment
in refining, the government has
recently passed a new policy

Saudi Arabia invests USD 10
billion to build Pakistan's
largest oil refinery in Gwadar

under which a new deep conver-
sion oil refinery of a minimum of
300,000 bpd achieving financial
close of the project within five
years shall be eligible for a cus-
toms duty of 7.5 per cent for 25
years on petrol and diesel of all
grades produced effective from
the date of commissioning of the
refinery. The project envisions
setting up an integrated refinery
petrochemical complex with a
crude oil processing capacity of
aminimum 300,000 bpd along
with a petrochemical facility.
The integrated complex shall
comprise various components
such as marine infrastructure,
petrochemical complex, stor-
age for crude oil and refines
utilities, pipeline connectivity
etc. According to the Petroleum
Division, despite being integral
to the growth of the economy, no
new refinery project has materi-
alised in Pakistan for more than
adecade and only two refineries
have been added in the last 40
years. Compared to the 20 mil-
lion tonnes of refining capacity,
the actual capacity utilisation
is at around 11 million tonnes.

This is mainly due to the de-
creasing furnace oil demand
in the country as a result of a
change in the energy mix in
the power sector and the fixed
production slate of refineries
that cannot produce just petrol
and high-speed diesel and all
products are produced simul-
taneously.
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MUMBAI: Bollywood Actress
Vaani Kapoor, who is known
for films like ‘War’, ‘Befikre’,
‘Shuddh Desi Romance’
and others, is all set to
make her debut on
OTT with ‘Mandala
Murders’.

The actress will
soon complete a
decade in the Hindi
film industry and

' for her web debut
she has to tap into
her knowledge bank
as an actor for the

show.
‘Mandala Murders’
is touted to be a grip-
ping crime thriller series
directed by Gopi Puthran.

The actress spoke about

her excitement on making an

OTT debut and working with

1s all set to make
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I'M THRILLED

T0 BE WORKING
WITH A MIND LIKE
GOPI PUTHRAN

FOR ‘MANDALA
MURDERS’, A GRITTY
CRIME THRILLER
SERIES THAT HAS
PUSHED ME TO WORK

MY HARDEST IN

GENRE I'VE NEVER
ATTEMPTED BEFORE”

her debut on
OTT

Puthran, a master of his craft.

She said: “I was looking for
something really clutter-break-
ing for my foray into OTT. I'm
thrilled to be working with a
mind like Gopi Puthran for
‘Mandala Murders’, a gritty
crime thriller series that has
pushed me to work my hardest
in genre I've never attempted
before.”

Although the show has chal-
lenged the actor in her, she is
taking it upon herself to rise
above those challenges. The
shoot of the series is still un-
derway.

“I have always been an ac-
tor who has never taken any
shortcuts when it comes to
my craft because I respect
the art of film-making and
the purity that one needs to
have towards acting. ‘Mandala
Murders’ has truly pushed me
as an actor to deliver a perfor-
mance that will hopefully be
appreciated and loved. I had
to tap into all the learnings
that one had so far to deliver
the vision that the makers
had for my character and
the project. I'm neck deep
into the shooting of ‘Mandala
Murders’ currently and look-
ing forward for the series to
grip people’s attention, “ she
added.

‘Mandala Murders’ is pro-
duced by Yash Raj Films and
will soon drop on OTT.

Master Bhagwan Dada: A Timeless Legend Whose
Graceful Dance Resonates Across Generations

SUNETRA
PALAV

We are celebrat-
ing the 110th
birth anniversary
of the iconic actor, director, producer,
and choreographer, Master Bhagwan
Dada, whose profound impact on
Indian cinema continues to endure
in the memories and hearts of his
fans, colleagues. And obviously fam-
ily, granddaughters, and grandsons.

Born as Bhagwan Abaji Palav
on August 1, 1913, to a humble mill
worker in Parel, Mumbai, his life was
as diverse as the myriad characters he
portrayed on the silver screen. From
being a devoted son, a caring brother,
aloving husband, a nurturing father
and grandfather, to being a cherished
friend, he effortlessly embodied every
role he played in his life. Moreover,
he proved his mettle as a visionary
producer, a skilled director, an ac-
complished actor, a mesmerizing
choreographer, and a dancer who
could make the art form feel like
floating in the clouds.

It was his exceptional skills in

the game of wrestling that earned
him the moniker “Bhagwan Dada,”
despite his short stature. Notably,
he could place a drop kick on the
chest of an opponent twice his size
and land on his feet with grace and
agility. However, his love for contact
sports eventually led him to scale the
walls of a nearby movie studio, Ranjit
Studios in Dadar, where he observed
action scenes being filmed. Perched
between the worlds of wrestling and
filmmaking, this accidental encounter
sparked his insatiable curiosity in the
art of movie-making. Master Bhag-
wan Dada’s journey from that wall to
the heart of the cinematic world was
serendipitous, marking the beginning
of an extraordinary odyssey.

Years of dedication, perseverance,
and a relentless pursuit of knowledge
became the pillars of his success. Lady
Luck finally smiled upon him, and
a star was born. Master Bhagwan
Dada’s creative genius and self-starter
attitude drove him to make a string
of successful movies, leading to the
establishment of his movie studio and
production house. As his cinematic
ventures flourished, so did his family.

As a groundbreaking filmmaker,
he gifted the Hindi film industry its
first horror film, “Bheedi Bungla,” and
won the hearts of the masses with the
timeless classic, “Albela” (1951). Mas-
ter Bhagwan Dada’s graceful dancing
became his trademark and saving
grace, endearing him to millions who
cherished his artistry and followed
him with unwavering devotion.

Despite reaching the pinnacle of
fame and fortune, Master Bhagwan
Dada never lost sight of the world be-
yond the studio walls, where he spent
his humble childhood. He remained
grounded, always considering himself
one of the masses. It was this genuine
humility and dedication to his art and

his people that earned him a place in
the hearts of millions, a place that he
continues to hold even today.

Witnessing the transition of the
film industry from silent movies to
the era of sound, music, dance, and
Technicolor, Master Bhagwan Dada’s
career was a witness to the creative
changes of Indian cinema. He proved
to be a guiding light for numerous
newcomers, providing them with
their first break, and his mentor-
ship led many to become pioneers
and legendary artists in their own
right. Overcoming tragedies, such
as losing his studio to fraud and a
freak fire destroying nearly all of his
film prints, Master Bhagwan Dada
danced through life’s storms and
left behind the blueprint of facing
challenges with grace for those who
came after him.

AUTHOR: Sunetra Palav, grand-
daughter master Bhagwan Dada and
Film Enthusiast

NOTE: This article pays tribute
to Master Bhagwan Dada, a legend
whose life and work continue to
inspire and captivate audiences,
transcending time and boundaries.

Karlsma Kapoor is all set to grace the
stage of ‘India’s Best Dancer Season 3’

MUMBAI: Bollywood actress
Karisma Kapoor, who is all set
to grace the stage of ‘India’s Best
Dancer Season 3, will be seen
recalling an interesting event
from the shooting of the popular
song ‘Husn Hai Suhana’ with
Govinda.

‘Husn Hai Suhana’ is a popu-
lar track from the 1995 comedy
masala ‘Coolie No 1, starring
Govinda and Karisma in the
lead. Over the years, the movie
has become a classic in Hindi

film history, and is now con-
sidered a cult film. The film is a

remake of the 1993 Tamil film
‘Chinna Mapillai’. In 2020,

David Dhawan remade the
film with the same name with
his son Varun Dhawan, Sara
Ali Khan and Paresh Rawal.
It was released on OTT in the
wake of the pandemic. For the
special episode ‘Andaaz Un-
dekha’, the audience will wit-
ness the talented contestants
and choreographers showcas-
ing their exceptional moves,
while using a prop to impress
the esteemed judges, Sonali
Bendre and Geeta Kapur.

Cinem

MUMBALI: Bollywood actor
Kartik Aaryan will be hon-
oured with the Rising Global
Superstar of Indian Cinema
award at the annual awards
Gala night of the 14th Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne

KARTIK ARRYAN

honoured with the Rising
Global Superstar of Indian

a award

on August 11.

The award will be pre-
sented by the Governor of
Victoria, recognising Kartik’s
remarkable achievements
and his significant impact on
the world of Indian cinema.

Karan Tejpal’s “Stolen’ to be screened
at 2023 Venice Film Festival

The 2023 edition of the Venice
Film Festival will be held from
August 30 to September 9

NEW DELHI: First-time
filmmaker Karan Tejpal’s fea-
ture film “Stolen” has made it
to the official line-up of the
Venice Film Festival, the or-
ganisers announced on
Tuesday.

Described as an
“edge-of-the-seat”
thriller, the movie
will be screened as
part of the Oriz-
zonti Extra segment
of the festival’s 80th
edition.

The Orizzonti Extra seg-
ment showcases a selection
of up to 10 works aimed at
“innovating and demonstrat-
ing creative originality in the
relationship with the public

they are meant for”, according
to the organisers.

‘Stolen’ is produced by
Gaurav Dhingra and fea-
tures an ensemble cast of
Abhishek Banerjee, Shub-
ham, Mia Maelzer, Harish
Khanna and Sahidur Raha-
man. The 2023 edition of the

Venice Film Festival will
be held from August
30 to September 9.
Ttaly’s ‘Coman-

dante’, directed
by Edoardo De
Angelis, will
open the festi-
val. The film re-
placed Zendaya-
starter ‘Challengers’,
which was pulled from
the festival due to the SAG-
AFTRA strike in the US. Film-
maker JA Bayona’s directorial
‘Society of the Snow’ will serve
as the closing film.

POTPOURRI

Kartik said: “T am deeply
honoured and grateful to the
Victorian government and
the festival for this presti-
gious award and humbled
to be celebrated at the 14th
Indian Film Festival of Mel-
bourne.” “It is a tremendous
privilege to receive this rec-
ognition for my work in In-
dian cinema. I have always
believed in the power of
storytelling and the ability
of films to touch hearts and
inspire minds. I look forward
to celebrating the magic of
cinema together, “ the actor
added.

The festival celebrates
the diversity and richness
of Indian cinema, showcas-
ing the talent and creativity
of Indian filmmakers to a
global audience. Moreover,
as part of the celebration,
the Indian Film Festival
of Melbourne will show-
case multiple screenings of
Kartik’s films including his
recent success ‘Satyaprem
Ki Katha’ and blockbuster
‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2’, which

emerged as the biggest Hindi
film of 2022.

Commenting on this mo-
mentous occasion, the festi-
val director, Mitu Bhowmick
Lange said: “We are thrilled
to celebrate Kartik Aaryan at
the 14th Indian Film Festival
of Melbourne. He is much
loved world wide especially
in Australia and the diver-
sity of his performances is
very admirable.” “His con-
tributions to Indian cinema
in young generation have
been exceptional. We are
excited to honour him with
the Rising Global Superstar
Of Indian Cinema award and
looking forward to host him
at the event, “ Mitu added.

The 14th Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne will
take place from August 11 to
August 20, 2023. The festival
promises to be a spectacular
celebration of Indian cinema
and culture, offering over
100 films in 20 languages ,
discussions, and events for
film enthusiasts and the
wider community.

The Indian football team
will compete at the Asian
Games: Anurag Thakur

SUNIL THAPLIYAL
New Delhi

The sports ministry’s approval
of the Indian football team, both
Men'’s and Women'’s to compete
in the Asian Games gave Indian
football supporters a reason to
celebrate. On Wednesday, Min-
ister of Youth Affairs and Sports
Anuraj Thakaur announced on
Twitter that the government has
approved the participation of the
Indian soccer team in the Asian
Games. The fervent pleas of the
Indian football coach and football
fans in the country have changed
the attitude of the Sports Minis-
try, which had earlier refused to
allow the Indian football team to
participate in the upcoming Asian
tournament.

“Good news for Indian football
lovers! Our national football teams,
both Men’s and Women'’s, are set to
participate in the upcoming Asian
Games. The Ministry of Youth Af-
fairs and Sports, Government of In-
dia, has decided to relax the rules to
facilitate participation of both the
teams, which were not qualifying as
per the existing criterion. Keeping
in mind their latest performances

in recent times, the Ministry de-
cided to grant the relaxation. I
am sure they will put their best
foot forward in the Asian Games
and make our country proud”, Mr.
Thakur wrote in his tweet.

The Indian Olympic Associa-
tion (IOA) had earlier refused to
allow the Indian football team to
participate in the Asian Games on
the grounds that it was not among
the top eight teams in Asia.

The sports ministry had earlier
written to the IOA and other na-
tional sports federations clarifying
that only sports with a minimum
ranking of eight in Asia should be
eligible for participation in team
competitions. The Indian men’s
football team is ranked 18th in
Asia, while the women’s team is
ranked 11th. It is worth noting that
the Indian football team was not
allowed to participate in the 2018
Asian Games in Jakarta because
it was ranked too low at the time.
The fact that the national team, led
by Croatian coach Igor Stimac, has
now won the SAFF championship
despite the low ranking, while ris-
ing to 99th in the world rankings,
has helped the team get approval
from the sports ministry.

India is in Pool A to make 1t to the 2026 FIFA WC

SUNIL THAPLIYAL
New Delhi

The Indian football team has been
drawn in Group A of the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC)
qualifiers for the 2026 World
Cup, where they will face Qatar,
Kuwait, and the winner of the
Afghanistan-Mongolia match.
The United States, Canada and
Mexico will co-host the World
Cup in 2026. It will be different
from any previous World Cup.
The number of teams will be
increased now. This edition, 48
teams will participate instead of

32, which are 16 more than the
last edition. The AFC will have
almost twice as many places avail-
able. There are now eight Asian
teams eligible to participate in
the coming world cup.

It may be recalled that India
last defeated Kuwait in the SAFF
Championship final and drew
with Qatar in the last World Cup
qualifier. Later this year, Igor
Stimac’s side will begin their
qualifying campaign which will
last till June 2024. Qatar is the
top-ranked team in Group A (WR
-59), followed by India (WR -99)
and Kuwait (WR -137). Follow-

ing this, India will participate
in the King’s Cup in Septem-
ber, the Medric Cup in October
and the World Cup qualifiers

in November. These qualifying
tournaments will be held for two
years in which the Indian team
has to remain among the top

eight teams. Iran, Uzbekistan,

Japan, China and Korea w111
be a big challenge for India. If
India is successful, it will be eli-
gible to participate in the FIFA
World Cup. India is currently
ranked 99th in FIFA ranking
and can learn from North Korea.
North Korea qualified for the
2010 World Cup despite being
ranked 105th. The Indian football
team had qualified for the FIFA
World Cup in 1950. FIFA had
invited four Asian teams to the
1950 World Cup, including the
Philippines, Indonesia, Myanmar
(Burma) and India.

Navigating a Rewarding Career in Business Development:
Unleashmg Growth and Building Relationships

ntroduc-

tion- In

today’s

dynamic
and competi-
tive business
landscape, the
role of a busi-
ness development professional
has emerged as a critical driv-
ing force behind the growth
and success of organizations.
Business development is a
multifaceted field that involves
identifying opportunities, forg-
ing strategic partnerships, and
nurturing relationships to fuel
business expansion. In this ar-
ticle, we will explore the excit-
ing and rewarding career path
in business development, the
skills required to excel, and the
impact these professionals have
on the organizations they serve.

1. Defining Business Development

Business development is a stra-
tegic approach that focuses on
expanding a company’s market
presence and enhancing its
profitability. Professionals in
this field are responsible for
identifying new business pros-
pects, fostering relationships
with potential clients and part-
ners, and creating strategies to
meet organizational objectives.
Business development plays a
pivotal role in boosting rev-
enue and ensuring long-term

sustainability for companies
across various industries.

2. Key Responsibilities of Business
Development Professionals

A career in business devel-
opment encompasses a diverse
range of responsibilities. These
may include:

0 Market Research: Analyz-
ing industry trends, market
demands, and customer
preferences to identify
potential growth oppor-
tunities.

Lead Generation: Prospect-
ing and generating new
leads to cultivate potential
business relationships.
Sales and Negotiations:
Collaborating with clients
and partners to close deals
and negotiate contracts
that align with the com-
pany’s objectives.

O Relationship Management:

Building and maintaining
strong relationships with
existing clients, partners,
and stakeholders to foster
loyalty and repeat business.
Strategic Planning: Devel-
oping and implementing
strategies to achieve busi-
ness growth targets and
expand the organization’s
reach.

Competitive Analysis:
Keeping abreast of com-
petitors’ activities to iden-
tify areas for improvement
and maintain a competitive
edge.

a

3. Skills for Success in Business
Development

To thrive in a career in
business development, profes-
sionals must possess a unique
blend of interpersonal, analyti-
cal, and strategic skills. Some
key attributes include:

O Excellent Communication:
Effective communication
is paramount in business
development. Profession-
als must articulate ideas
clearly, listen actively, and
build rapport with stake-
holders.
Relationship Building: The
ability to connect with peo-
ple on various levels and
build lasting relationships
is crucial for establishing
trust and credibility.
Analytical Acumen:
Understanding market
trends, data analysis,
and interpreting insights
help in making informed
decisions and identifying
growth opportunities.
Business Acumen: A
sound understanding of
the organization’s indus-
try, market dynamics, and
financials is essential to
develop successful busi-
ness strategies.

Negotiation Skills: Strong

negotiation abilities en-

able professionals to strike
advantageous deals

and foster win-win partner-

ships.

O Adaptability: Adapting to
changing business envi-
ronments and embracing
new challenges is essential
for continued growth and
success.

a

a

4. Impact on Organizational
Growth

Business development pro-
fessionals are instrumental in
driving organizational growth.
Their strategic initiatives result
in expanded market presence,
increased sales, and enhanced
profitability. By forging partner-
ships and collaborations, they
unlock new avenues for revenue
generation and create a sustain-
able competitive advantage.

Conclusion

A career in business devel-
opment presents an exciting
and challenging journey for
ambitious professionals. The
ability to identify opportunities,
build meaningful relationships,
and devise effective strategies
are key attributes that make
business development profes-
sionals indispensable assets for
any organization. With their
keen eye for growth and dedica-
tion to fostering success, these
individuals play a pivotal role
in shaping the future of busi-
nesses and contributing to the
economy’s overall prosperity.
Embracing a career in busi-
ness development promises
a rewarding path filled with
innovation, collaboration, and
the thrill of unlocking new pos-
sibilities for organizations and

their stakeholders.
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