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New Delhi: Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on Thursday 
criticised the Opposition in 
Parliament, asking it to think 
of Delhi rather than making op-
portunistic political alliances to 
hide its corrupt practices, while 
initiating the discussion on the 
controversial Government of 
National Capital Territory of 
Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2023 
in Lok Sabha.

Shah said that the bill has 
been brought in Parliament as 
it has the competency to frame 
laws for Delhi. He defended the 
Central government’s move to 
bring the bill over-riding the 
Supreme Court’s order, which 
empowers the Lt. Governor to 
decide on the transfers and post-
ings of bureaucrats.

“This ordinance refers to the 
order of the Supreme Court 
which says that the parliament 
has the right to make laws on 
any issue related to the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi. There 
are provisions in the constitu-
tion that allow the Centre to 
make laws for Delhi, “ Shah said.

He taunted the Opposition 
parties, saying they should not 

support corrupt practices taking 
place in Delhi in the garb of 
alliances (referring to INDIA 
alliance), as even after form-
ing alliances, prime minister 
Narendra Modi will come back 
with full majority.

AAP is part of the INDIA al-
liance. The Home Minister said 
that for several years -- both the 
BJP and the Congress ruled in 
Delhi simultaneously without 
any problem under the same 
sovereign arrangement. How-
ever, in 2015, a party (referring 
to AAP) came to power whose 
sole intention was to disrupt 
and fight, not serve people, 
Shah said.

“The problem is not getting 
the right to decide on transfers 
and postings, but getting control 
of the vigilance department to 
hide their corruption like build-
ing their bungalows, “ Shah said.

He further claimed that 
India’s founding fathers like 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel, C. Rajagopal-
achari, Rajendra Prasad and 
B.R. Ambedkar were against 
the idea of Delhi getting the 
status of a full state.

‘Think of Delhi rather than 
alliances’: Shah to Oppn

FW Desk
New Delhi 

India’s gross GST revenue col-
lected in the month of July, 
2023 is Rs 1,65,105 crore of 
which CGST is Rs 29,773 crore, 
SGST is Rs 37,623 crore, IGST 
is Rs 85,930 crore (including 
Rs 41,239 crore collected on 
import of goods) and cess is 
Rs 11,779 crore (including Rs 
840 crore collected on import 
of goods).

In the latest data released 
today, the government has 
settled Rs 39,785 crore to CGST 
and Rs 33,188 crore to SGST 
from IGST. The total revenue 
of Centre and the States in the 
month of July 2023 after regu-
lar settlement is Rs 69,558 crore 

for CGST and Rs 70,811 crore 
for the SGST. The revenues for 
the month of July 2023 are 11% 
higher than the GST revenues 
in the same month last year. 
During the month, the revenues 
from domestic transactions (in-
cluding import of services) are 

15% higher than the revenues 
from these sources during the 
same month last year. It is for 
the fifth time, the gross GST 
collection has crossed Rs 1.60 
lakh crore mark.

In June, GST collection was 
Rs 1,61,497 crore.

GST Collection Surges  with 
11% YoY growth in July 2023

SUNIL THAPLIYAL
Nuh/Sohna 

Following Monday’s commu-
nal violence in Nuh-Sohna, 
Mewat, in which six people, 
including two Homeguards, 
were killed and over 90 injured, 
including more than 20 police 
officers, the angry mob set fire 
to over 100 vehicles and left 
burnt vehicles on the highways. 
A large contingent of police 
and paramilitary forces was de-
ployed in case of any untoward 
incidents. Law enforcement 
agencies are on the lookout 
not only on the ground but 
also in cyberspace for potential 
flashpoints that could spark 
further unrest in the region.

“Six people, including two 
members of the Home Guards 
and four civilians, died in the 
incident. So far, 116 people 
have been arrested. They are 
being remanded in custody. 
Those found guilty will not be 
spared. We are committed to 
the safety of the public. The 
overall situation in the state is 
normal. We appeal to the pub-
lic to maintain peace, calm and 

brotherhood,” Haryana CM 
Khattar told a news agency.

Some 93 criminal cases have 
been registered, including 46 
in Nuh, 23 in Gurugram, three 
in Faridabad, three in Rewari 
and 18 in Palwal, said T V S 
N Prasad, Additional Chief 
Secretary (Home), adding 
that a Rapid Action Force 
centre  would be set up in 
Nuh soon. The failure of the 
district administration to take 
action against communal ele-
ments has created a situation 
resembling a war zone in Neh 
and Sohna areas of Mewat 
district in Haryana. A curfew 

has been imposed in the town 
for the past four days after 
the administration failed to 
take action against the com-
munal leaders who triggered 
this violence.

The violence erupted in 
Nuh in an attempt to stop the 
annual Hindu religious pro-
cession through the Muslim-
majority Nuh region, which 
spread to Gurugram in recent 
days. The Muslim community 
was outraged when it was an-
nounced that the procession 
would include Monu Manesar, 
who is wanted by police for the 
murder of two Muslim men.

Yogesh Kant
Nuh/Mewat 

A deadly calm prevailed in 
Nuh-Mewat after Wednesday’s 
clashes that killed six people, 
including two home guards, and 
injured more than 90. The angry 
mob set fire to more than 100 
vehicles and left burned vehicles 
on the highways. The roads were 
apparently controlled by anti-
social groups for more than six 
hours, leaving the population 
and communists at the mercy 
of the rioters.

The violent mob spared no 
place; even the cyber police sta-
tion in Nuh was targeted for 
destruction. Hospitals, grocery 
stores and liquor stores also fell 
victim to vandalism. Residents 
were frightened and hesitant to 
speak, not wanting to share their 
pain and seeking only harmony. 
The streets were littered with 
destroyed remains of burnt ve-
hicles, bricks and scorched tires 

- a silent testimony to the violence 
and bloodshed that continued 
for many hours without the ad-
ministration taking any action.

One concerned resident said 
that the population was having 
trouble getting ration items from 

the store: “There is an atmo-
sphere of fear. We do not send 
our children outside. Even at 
night we are very afraid and 
do not know what will happen”

A local fruit vendor, on the 
other hand, complained that 
his income has been affected 
because customers no longer 
come to his kiosk to shop. “I sell 
vegetables, but in the last two to 
three days sales have decreased...
if customers don’t come, how 
will we make a living? Since no 
one comes, the vegetables are 
spoiled. We are very worried,” 
he said. Emissary paramilitary 

forces armed with batons and 
rifles marched throughout the 
Nuh and Sohna area. They beat 
anyone who left their homes 
during curfew. “Curfew hai, bhag 
andar,” they shouted as they 
swung their batons at those who 
ventured out.

When asked repeatedly, a se-
nior citizen who was concerned 
about the future of the misguided 
youth of Mewat replied, “We are 
so disappointed with the media 
coverage, especially the way you 
have portrayed Nuh-Mewat as 
a notorious area. How can the 
entire district be a hotbed of 

terror? The people here are in-
nocent and peace-loving. How 
can you treat the entire com-
munity and district as terrorists? 
At least the media should play a 
positive role now, as they have 
done in many cases. Why is Nuh 
being blamed for all the crimes 
in the whole country?” “Point 
out with pride that despite the 
Hindu-Muslim divide, Mewat 
has hardly any rioting on the 
index,” he said. “Even now, when 
the situation is so tense, there 
have been no riots,” says Sam-
shad, who insists on looking at 
the situation objectively. That’s 

largely thanks to the police, who 
have done everything they can to 
catch the culprits. “Social media 
is a big problem, especially the 
fake accounts that contain few 
facts and a lot of emotion and 
are all too willing to use their 
power to inflame tempers,” says 
a police official. “It’s a tense time 
for these people. The entire na-
tional media is here asking them 
uncomfortable questions they do 
not have answers to. These ques-
tions should have been asked 
much earlier - not by the media, 
but by the authorities and the 
politicians - and then maybe this 
day would not have befallen this 
Muslim zone,” said an official 
who asked not to be named.

Ironically, Nuh-Mewat itself is 
low on the crime index because, 
unlike major cities where extor-
tion, kidnapping and other hei-
nous crimes dot the landscape, 
only minor looting and hostile 
killings are recorded here. Never-
theless, “The area is known for its 
gunmen, who are regularly used 
in gang killings, and nearly 100 
gangs are active in the areas bor-
dering the district. Thirty of them 
are large gangs that make their 
living exclusively from criminal 
activities,” said a police official.

Satish Handa

Haryana police recovered over Rs 112 crore from four major 
gangs allegedly involved in Goods and Services Tax (GST) scams.   
At least 89 people were arrested in these cases in 10 districts 
across the state. As many as 40 cases were registered with 
89 arrests from four accused gangs (group of firms) allegedly 
defrauded the government exchequer to the tune of over Rs 
464.12 crore through fraudulent means in the state. The nexus 
of these fraudsters were active not only in Haryana but across 
the country, the Haryana police said. Then Director General 
of Police, Haryana said that these persons issued fraudulent 
invoices to numerous firms and companies without actual 
supply of goods through fraudulent E-way bills (GST related 
challans for transporting consignments) and facilitated fake 
ITC entitlement on GST portal through GSTR-3B form. The 
major goods involved in these GST invoice scams were scrap, 

iron and steel articles, cotton-
yarn and paper and recovery of 
Rs 112 crore by unearthing fake 
GST Identification Numbers.

Giving details about their mo-
dus operandi, police said, the 
maximum number of E-way 
bills which were generated by 

these fraudsters were found to be fake on verification by the 
Sales Tax and Crime branch. These E-way bills mentioned 
vehicle numbers related to ambulances, government vehicles, 
motorcycles, private owned vehicles which are contrary to 
be used for commercial purposes. Further inquiry revealed 
that the bank account numbers which were shown in GST 
registration form of the bogus firm were also found dubious 
and the fraudsters used another fake bank account to deceive 
concerned government authorities. The probe also revealed 
that the fraudenters had established these non-existent firms 
on forged documents like rent agreements, electricity bill, PAN 
cards. GST related challans for transporting consignments, 
and facilitated fake Income Tax Credit (ITC} entitlement 
on GST portal through GSTR-3B form. According to police 
information the maximum number of E-way bills which were 
generated by these fraudsters were found to be fake on verifi-
cation by Crime branch also when a total of 21 FIRs against 
fake firms belonging to a gang from Panipat and adjoining 
areas were lodged in 2019.

Informatio9n reveals, Haryana government refused VAT 
scam of value Rs 10,618 crore when ED demanded investiga-
tion. Information also reveals that out of total number of 74 
FIRs cancellation report of seven cases were submitted by 
the department and  20 cases were challaned. 

NewDelhi: Indian Railways 
policy, we target to reduce water 
consumption by 20% by 2023 
and have set up MRF (mate-
rial recovery facilities) for waste 
management in more than 250 
stations, said Anil Kumar La-
hoti, Chairman & CEO, Rail-
way Board, Ministry of Railways 
while speaking at the 7th Inter-
national Conference Rail Tech 
2023 organised by ASSOCHAM.

Beyond climate action, In-
dian Railway has also taken 
significant steps in other envi-
ronmental challenges such as 
water and waste management, 
said Mr Lahoti, Chairman & 

CEO, Railway Board at the 7th 
International Conference Rail 
Tech 2023: Innovative Tech-
nologies for Indian Railways 
organized by ASSOCHAM today.

Modern transport systems 
are technology based and In-
dian Railways is leading from 
front. Indian Railways has been 
utilizing its huge talent base in 
modernizing its assets and in-
frastructure using innovative 
technologies in several areas such 
as track constructions, electrifi-
cation, signaling, information 
technology, manufacturing of lo-
comotives and coaches and main-
tenance of track, monitoring of 

trains, control, communications 
and electronics and design mate-
rial etc, added. Lahoti.

The Railway Ministry would 
be working in close cooperation 
and support from all stakehold-
ers, industry bodies like ASSO-
CHAM in order to continue to 
Indian Railways’ journey towards 
modernization using latest tech-
nologies, so that transportation 
in the country becomes com-
mensurate with the country’s 
goals and aspirations of “Viksit 
Bharat”.

The newly introduced Vande 
Bharat is focused to enhance 
passenger experience. These 
trains are indigenously built semi 
high-speed trains, with a number 
of features such as automatic 
door closure, reclining/rotating 
and high comfort seats, mod-
ern toilets, CCTV in all coaches, 
emergency alarm push buttons, 
mini pantry and many more. Its 
design and built involves high 
technology applications. 

New Delhi: Indian Nation-
al Developmental Inclusive 
Alliance (INDIA) party leaders 
on Friday met in Parliament 
and once again decided to 
press for their demand for a 
statement by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in both 
Houses on Manipur violence.

The meeting of the INDIA 
leaders was held in the cham-
ber of Leader of Opposition in 
the Rajya Sabha and Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge.

During the meeting it was 

decided to 
demand for 
the state-
ment of the 
Prime Min-
ister in Par-
liament and 

“honour his 
responsibili-
ties”.

The IN-
DIA par-
ties have been demanding 
a statement by PM Modi in 
both Houses of Parliament 

on Manipur violence.
They have also demanded 

a detailed discussion on the 
issue in Parliament.

Missing Army Jawan 
recovered by Jammu 
and Kashmir Police

FW Desk

In a dramatic turn of events, 
a missing army soldier, Javed 
Ahmad Wani, who had disap-
peared from his native Kulgam 
district in Kashmir while on 
leave, has been located and 
recovered by the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police.  The police 
made the announcement via 
a post on X (formerly Twitter), 
revealing that a joint interroga-
tion will take place following a 
medical checkup of the soldier.

Javed Ahmad Wani, 25, 
and a resident of Achathal 
area in Kulgam district, had 
gone missing on July 29. He 
was on leave since June 29 
and was preparing to rejoin 
his duties in Ladakh. On the 
evening of his disappearance, 
he left his home in Asthal, 
Kulgam, to buy groceries, as 
he was scheduled to return 
to Ladakh the following day. 
Concerns were raised when 
Javed’s abandoned car was 
found a short distance away 
from his home, bearing traces 
of blood. His brother, Mudasir 
Ahmad Wani, explained that 
Javed had left for the market 
at around 7:30 pm, but his 
car was later discovered with 
blood stains, accompanied by 
one of his slippers and a cap. 
Javed Ahmad Wani’s family 
initially feared that he might 
have been abducted by mili-
tants. 

Kavita Sharma
New Delhi 

Maintaining grace and dignity 
in victory, former Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi, said 
that his duty remained the 
same to save the idea of India. 

Reacting to the Supreme 
Court decision staying his 
conviction in a defamation 
case, Gandhi tweeted in his 
characteristic humble and gra-
cious way, “Come what may, 
my duty remains the same. 
Protect the idea of India”.

The Congress meanwhile 
hailed the Supreme Court 
of India’s verdict to stay the 
conviction of former party 

president Rahul Gandhi in a 
defamation case.

“Truth Alone Triumphs!”, 
remarked Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge in a tweet, 
while adding, “we welcome 
the verdict by the Hon’ble Su-
preme Court giving relief to 
@RahulGandhi. Justice has 
been delivered. Democracy 
has won. The Constitution 
has been upheld”.

Lashing out at the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, he said, “BJP’s 
conspiratorial hounding of 
Shri Gandhi has been thor-
oughly exposed. Time for them 
to stop their malicious target-
ing of Opposition leaders”.

Kharge observed, “it is high 
time they respect the man-
date given by the people and 

start governing the country, 
on which they have miserably 
failed in the last 10 years”.

Congress general secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi remarked, 
while quoting Gautama Bud-
dha, “Three things cannot be 
long hidden: the sun, the 
moon, and the truth”.

Congress general secretary, 
Communication, Jairam Ra-
mesh said, “the decision of the 
Supreme Court is an affirma-
tion of truth and justice”.

“Despite the relentless efforts 
of the BJPs machinery, @Ra-
hulGandhi has refused to bend, 
break or bow, choosing instead 
to place his faith in the judi-
cial process”, Ramesh tweeted, 

while adding, “this is a lesson 
to the BJP and their minions: 
You may do the worst, but 
we will not back down. We 
will continue to highlight and 
highlight your failures as a 
government and as a party. We 
will uphold our constitutional 
ideals and keep faith in our 
institutions which you want 
to destroy completely”.

Hailing the decision, Con-
gress general secretary, Orga-
nization, KC Venugopal said, 

“we welcome the Hon’ble Su-
preme Court’s verdict staying 
@RahulGandhi ji’s conviction. 
Justice has prevailed. No force 
can silence the voice of the 
people”.

My duty remains same to protect idea 
of India: Rahul after SC’s relief

INDIA leaders meet in Parliament, seek PM’s statement on Manipur Crisis

Indian Rlys install MRFs for waste 
management in more than 250 
stations: Chairman Railway Board

Over Rs 10000 cr  VAT refund scam 
of Trade & Industry  in  Haryana

Peace prevailed in Nuh-Sohna and 
Gurugarm after communal violence

Bereaved Nuh ! Neglected development, misguided youths
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FW Correspondent
Gurugram/Nuh  

In order to maintain peace and 
law and order in the Sohna 
area of Gurugram, a meeting 
of the Peace Committee was 
held under the chairmanship 
of deputy commissioner Gu-
rugram Nishant Kumar Yadav 
in Sohna area of Gurugram on 
Tuesday.

Sohna MLA Sanjay Singh 
and former MLA Tejpal Tan-
war along with enlightened 
people of Hindu and Muslim 
society also participated in 
this meeting organized at the 
Tourist Complex of Haryana 
Tourism Department, Sohna.

In the meeting, both sides 
assured to maintain peace and 
harmony in the region. Dur-
ing the meeting the DC said, 
the situation normalized in 
Sohna, and on the demand of 
the Peace Committee, the dis-
trict administration permitted 
to open of the market in Sohna. 
The administration formed 
a committee comprising 20 
members each from the two 
communities. The committee 
will help in enforcing peace 

and harmony. DC Nishant 
Kumar Yadav insisted on es-
tablishing a dialogue with the 
people of Hindu and Muslim 
society with the general pub-
lic to keep the law and order 
peaceful in the area in view of 
the Nuh episode.

The DC said that the only 
way to prevent the spread of 
communal frenzy in the area 
was to ignore rumours. The 
DC appealed to the citizens 

to ignore the rumours and 
maintain peace and tolerance 
and help the administration 
in maintaining law and order. 
“The situation is now normal 
in the Sohna area. So we gave 
consent to open the market 
on the demand of the com-
mittee members amid nor-
malcy in Sohna,” he said. In 
the meeting, the members of 
the committee also demanded 
compensation for the people 

affected by the arson and 
vandalism that happened on 
Monday evening. “The assess-
ment report of the persons 
and institutions affected by 
the incident is being prepared 
by the district administration. 
Soon it will be sent to the gov-
ernment,” he said.

The DC said that if any 
objectionable post is posted 
by any person or organiza-
tion, legal action will be taken 

against it as per the rules. He 
said that no one should spread 
any kind of false rumour on 
social media platforms. If any-
one spreads rumours on social 
media or makes any wrong 
comment about anyone’s re-
ligion or caste, then the police 
will take strict action on that. 
DCP Headquarters Deepak 
Gehlawat appealed to both 
communities that the incident 
that happened in Sohna in 
the context of Nuh clashes. 
If you have any information 
regarding him, immediately 
inform the police so that legal 
action can be taken against the 
guilty person.

“We appealed to the general 
public that if any anti-social 
element, suspicious person or 
vehicle is seen around you or 
in any emergency, immediately 
report it to the concerned police 
station or dial 112. The name of 
the informer will be kept secret. 
Besides this, a number of police 
forces have deployed at key lo-
cations in Sohna to maintain 
peace and law and order in the 
Sohna area, a flag march was 
taken out by the police in the 
city,” Gehlawat told to media.

Nuh Violence: Situation limps back to normal 
in Sohna, admin permitted opening of market

Yogesh Kant 
New Delhi 

Fresh violent clashes erupted in 
Gurugram on Tuesday follow-
ing an inter-communal clash in 
the Nuh area of Mewat district 
bordering Gurugram on Mon-
day. At least six people were 
killed, and more than 50 were 
reportedly injured. On Tuesday, 
around 2 p.m., rioters set two 
shops on fire in Badshahpur, 
Gurugram. Haryana Chief Min-
ister ML Khattar did not rule 
out a conspiracy as the cause of 
the communal violence. 

The CM also informed that 
around 44 FIRs have been reg-
istered and 70 people have been 
taken into custody, in the after-
math of the violent clashes. Khat-
tar added that 16 companies of 
Central forces and 30 companies 
of Haryana Police arrived in Nuh 
and restored normalcy.

Authorities on Tuesday said 
mobile internet services will re-
main suspended in Nuh district 
till August 2, Wednesday, in light 
of clashes between two groups. 
Prohibitory orders were also put 
in place in the district a day after 

the clashes.
Following the clashes, a police 

contingent was deployed at the 
scene to maintain law and order 
and prevent any untoward in-
cident. Two home guards were 
shot dead and about a dozen 
policemen were injured after 
a clash broke out between two 
groups in Nuh on Monday, the 
police said earlier. All educa-
tional institutions, including 
schools, colleges, and coaching 
centers will remain closed on 
Tuesday in Gurugram in light of 
the clashes, the district Informa-
tion and Public Relations officer 
of Gurugram said on Monday.

The order was issued by 
District Magistrate Nishant 
Kumar Yadav. The deceased 
home guards were identified 
as Neeraj and Gursevak. They 
were deployed at Khedali Daula 
police station. Further, accord-
ing to the police, the person-
nel injured in the clashes were 
under treatment at Gurugram’s 
Medanta Hospital. Police said a 
mob attacked police teams when 
they were marching towards 
Mewat from Gurugram. Sharing 
details of the incident on Mon-
day, Nuh’s acting SP Narender 
Bijarniya said, “Today’s incident 
is unfortunate. 

Electricity department employee 
identified as mastermind of of 
gang stolen 70 transformers

Satish Handa

A search by Matloda police 
station in Panipat district on 
a clue busted a gang of five 
persons allegedly involved in 
stolen 70 electric transform-
ers in the state installed by 
the Haryana State Electric-
ity Board which included 53 
transformers stolen in Pa-
nipat district, 14 transform-
ers stolen in Karnal district 
and three transformers sto-
len in Jind district in past 19 
months. The arrested accused 
during preliminary investi-
gation admitted crime and 
were identified as Varinder 
alias Kala a resident of vil-
lage  Kavi in Sonipat district 
employed with Haryana State 
Electricity Board who was the 
kingpin of the gang and ad-
mitted crime due to earning 
huge money. Among other 
four arrested accused were 
Naveen, Vipin both residents 
of Matloda, Vikram originally 
hailing from Nepal and pres-
ently residing at Matloda and 
Mahavir a resident of village 
Kavi.

The prime accused Varinder 
said that they used to bring 
out coils from stolen trans-
formers and sell to Rishi Pal 
of Matloda running a disposal 
goods business. He disclosed 
that he was also running an 
electric store in the name of 
Shiv Electricals at Matloda as 
an eyewash. Police also recov-
ered a scooty, a motorcycle and 
Rs 6000 from Varinder alias 
Kala. A case was registered 
against all five members of 
the gang with the  police where 
they admitted involvement in 
the large number of thefts of 
electric transformers mostly 
stolen from agriculture fields 
during night hours. 

Satish Handa
Ambala

Health department team of Am-
bala ditrict comprising of Dr 
Balvinder Kaur SMO, Dr Vijay 
Verma, Dr Hitarth Markanday 
and Manish on a clue about 
an intr-state racket running 
business of illegal pre-natal sex 
determination of unorn child 
in pregnant women prepared 
pregnant woman who contacted 
a member of the gang a broker 
Vikki resident of village Naneola 
in Ambala district to get checked 
the sex of unborn baby she was 
carrying in her womb. She was 
asked to reach Manav Chowk 
on Ambala-Hisar Road where 

she reached at the appointed 
time by a car arranged by the 
health department, where both 
Vikki and another broker Har-
meet were waiting for her and 
the deal to check the sex of the 
unborn child was finalized at Rs 

40,000. Both took the  pregnant 
woman to village Matehri in 
Ambala district, then took her 
to village Devigarh adjoining 
Ambala in Punjab area where 
the woman was introduced 
to another youth Satpal. The 

pregnant  woman was taken 
to Shahbad in Kurukshetra 
district, then to Pehowa and 
Yamunanagar just to confuse 
the pregnant woman without 
knowing that they were chased 
by the health department team 
in another car.

From Yamunanagar, the 
car carrying four moved their 
vehicle towards Saharanpur 
and Haridwar, which  howev-
er  went out of sight of Ambala 
health department team chasing 
them. However, the pregnant 
woman along with three agents 
reached Nattur in Bijnor district 
in U.P where they went to a well 
equipped ultrasound centre to 
get the woman checked. 

Satish Handa
Ambala

Fast spreading hepatitis  in the 
state is a matter of concern for 
state health department since 
in past six years district health 
department Ambala had received 
547 and the district health de-
partment expressed worry due 
to as many as 580 fresh cases 
received in past about a year with 
46 deaths. According to Dr Sanjiv 
Singla District Health Officer 
it has been observed use those 
addicted to drugs and taking 
excessive liquor from families 
below poverty line, youths having 
‘tatoos’ on their bodies were found 
victims of this dreaded hepatitis 
also known as ‘Kala Peelia’ dis-
ease, getting done shaving from 
a barber shop with unhygienic 
blade, use of a infected syringe 
or during blood swere observed 
prime reason for this disease.  

Dr Harsha Ambala district 
Health Department Nodal Offi-
cer said that we are getting large 
number of patients suffering 
from Hepatitis from adjoining 
Punjab state as well as from 
neighboring Yamunanagar, and 
Kurukshetra districts also at 
the Civil Hospital Ambala and 

among patients include nearly 
50% prisoners lodged in Am-
bala central jail . He said that 
among prime symptoms of this 
disease include lack of appeitite, 
loss of weight and feeling of 
tiredness, swelling of liver and it 
is difficult to identify this disease 
for which a thorough screening 
of suspected patient is necessary

During the year 2019 a Na-
tional Virus Hepatitis Control 
Programme ‹Jiwan Rekha› was 
started in Haryana state in order 
to conduct screening test and 
treatment of disease. For the 
treatment of this disease usu-
ally a patient had to spend an 
amount between Rs 30 to 40 
thousand every month on the 
treatment and huge amounts 
to be spent on screening tests 
at a private hospital, but the 
Haryana state government pro-
vides free treatment as well as 
medicines to a patient suffering 
from this disease. 

Satish Handa

The call for a pen-down strike was 
given by the Haryana Civil Medi-
cal Services (HCMS) Association 
against the chargesheet on five 
doctors in Karnal, Rohtak, Jhajjar 
and Charkhi Dadri districts alleg-
edly neglect in duty and action 
was taken on the directions by 
officers of the National Health 
Mission who visited several hos-
pitals in the state and found five 
doctors not sincere to their duties. 
The President of Association Dr 
Rakesh Khayalia and the General 
Secretary Anil Yadav told media 
persons  that they attempted to 
see Additional Chief Secretary 
G, Anupama twice for a personal 
meeting but failed to get time as 
such they held pen down strike 

for three hours between 8 am to 
11 am on 19th July 2023 wearing 
black badges  when large number 
of patients arrived in OPD kept on 
waiting or returned disappointed 
at the hospitals. However, emer-
gency services remained ineffec-
tive. The Association president 
said that in case appropriate ac-
tion will not be taken they will 
be compelled to move on protest 
for which intimation through E-
male has been sent to the Director 
General Health, Haryana as well 
as State Health Minister.

FW Correspondent
Gurugram/Nuh 

Known for releasing footage 
of cow vigilante attacks, the 
30-year-old Monu Manesar 
is the leader of a cow vigi-
lante group in Mewat. He 
also participates actively in 
efforts against “love jihad,” 
a term popularised by the 
rightwing to describe the al-
legedly forcible conversion 
of Hindu women by Muslim 
men. He gained notoriety in 
2019 when, while pursuing al-
leged cattle smugglers, he was 
shot at. He also participated 
in a task team for district cow 
protection that the Haryana 
government established after a 
cow protection law was passed 
in 2015.

Tens of thousands of people 
follow Monu Manesar on Face-

book and YouTube, and he 
routinely posted pictures of 
himself showing off his ve-
hicles and weaponry there.

On Monday, the Bajrang 
Dal leader was one of the cen-

tral figures at the centre of the 
communal violence that en-
gulfed the Nuh and Gurugram 
districts of Haryana.

Rumours about the pres-
ence of Monu Manesar, who 

is wanted by the police for 
his suspected involvement 
in the murder of two Muslim 
men earlier this year, during a 
religious procession in Hary-
ana’s Nuh near Gurugram on 
Monday fueled the violence.

In the fighting between two 
groups yesterday in Nuh, two 
Home Guards and another 
person were both slain, leaving 
four others—including at least 
30 others—injured. Gurugram 
saw an overnight mosque fire 
as a result of the unrest and 
tense atmosphere there.

A few days prior, Monu 
Manesar allegedly posted a 
video on social media in which 
he declared his intention to 
attend the Nuh religious pro-
cession and urged his follow-
ers to turn out in force. Later, 
he allegedly received a social 
media warning to stay away.

Satish Handa
 

BJP state convener Biplab Ku-
mar Deb, a former chief min-
ister Tripua state, presently 
appointing ‘Panna Pramukh’ to 
control poll publicity for ‘Mis-
sion 2024’ in each block level 
across Haryana state during a 
recent meeting held at Jind in 
Haryana on Sunday organized 
by Dr Krishan Midha MLA 
said that a group of corrupt 
leaders from different political 
parties allegedly most of them 
are involved in fraud cases for 
amount worth crores of rupees 
having cases registered against 
them, recently leaders of 26 
opposition political parties in 
India have united to form an 
alliance in an attempt to oust 
the country’s popular prime 
minister Narendra Modi, gath-
ered at Patna and Bangaluru 
to hold meetings dreaming to 
remove Narender Modi from 
Prime Minister’s chair. Biplab 
said, nearly 140 crore popula-
tion in the country now await-
ing when these corrupts would 
arrive in poll field enabling to 
teach them lesson and elect 
Narender Modi as Prime Min-

ister of the country third time. 
During a conclave of opposition 
parties held recently, it was 
decided that the coalition will 
be called the Indian National 
Developmental Inclusive Alli-
ance known as INDIA.

Viplab Deb said that senior 
leaders from poltiical parties 
in opposiion are well aware 
that unless they form a united 
front, no single party stood a 
viable chance to come in power 
against ruling Prime Minister 
Modi and his Bhartiya Janata 
party (BJP) government, which 
is likely seeking a third term 
in the election to be held next 
years. The main participants in 
this race include the Congress 
party as well as other powerful 
regional parties such as Trin-

amool Congress which governs 
the state of West Bengal un-
der the chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee and Arvind Kejriwal 
which governs Delhi and Pun-
jab states  besides few others 
including Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) which governs Delhi 
and Punjab states.  Mallikarjun 
Kharge, the president of the 
Congress party said that this 
was a very important meeting 
to save democracy and the con-
stitution in the interest of the 
people of the country. Kharge 
emphasised that, unlike in the 
past, Congress would not be 
asserting its dominance in the 
opposition alliance and was not 
interested in the prime minis-
terial post. But question arises 
who will be thr Prime Minister, 
since there are many willing to 
grab Prime Minister’s seat and 
there is doubt if the alliance will 
remain alive till coming polls.

According to information 
Between the 26 parties, the 
alliance governs 11 states while 
the BJP governs 15. The BJP 
also holds an overwhelming 
parliamentary majority after 
the 2019 election, in which it 
won 303 seats out of 543. 

Satish Handa
 

After the the   acquittal of 
Gopal Kanda of the Hary-
ana Lokhit Party and also 
a member of the Haryana 
State Vidhan Sabha assembly 
from Sirsa, in the high-profile 
Geetika Sharma suicide case 
recently now have opened new 
political opportunities  for the 
businessman-turned-politi-
cian, which now could have a 
turning point for his political 
career once again with entry 
into politics. Lone MLA of his 
political party from Sirsa in 
Haryana state, Gopal Kanda 
possesses the quality to attract 
high command of any party, as 
such he was near and dear to 
Om Parkash Chautala when 

he was chief minister Hary-
ana, he was sincere and dear 
to Bhupinder Singh Hooda 
former Haryana chief minister 
and became Home Minister in 
the state during Congress role.

It cannot be denied the role 
of Kanda after the 2019 Vid-

han Sabha election results to 
bring Bharatiya Janata Party 
in the state which fell short of 
majority in the 90-member 
House in the state. The two-
time Sirsa MLA Gopal Kanda 
continued to extend uncon-
ditional support to the state 
BJP all these years and voted 
for the party’s candidates for 
President, Vice-President and 
the Rajya Sabha. Needless to 
say Kanda will prove an as-
set for BJP to find a political 
foothold in Sirsa constituen-
cies with the aid of his local 
standing in the area. His elder 
brother Gobind had joined 
the BJP in 2021 to contest 
the Ellenabad bypoll on his 
party’s symbol but failed to 
win this seat in a close contest. 

During recent Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah›s rally 
at Sirsa, Kanda brothers had 
played an important role in 
gathering the crowd for the 
success of this rally as admit-
ted by BJP itself. Kanda is 
known as near and dear to 
Haryana CM Manohar Lal 
Khatter also and there are 
chances of Haryana Lok Hit 
Party to be merged in BJP 
anytime prior to 2014 polls, 
besides holding a responsible 
position in the party.

Information reveals, after 
his acquittal now Kanda will 
try to expand his political 
presence beyond Sirsa and 
also stand a chance of being 
rewarded with a position in 
the Haryana government. 

JIH condemns communal 
violence in Haryana

FW Desk
New Delhi

Jamaat e Islami Hind expresses 
grave concern over the situa-
tion unfolding in Haryana. In a 
statement to the media, the Vice 
President of Jamaat e Islami 
Hind, Prof Salim Engineer said, 
“ The reported attack on places of 
worship is alarming and should 
be immediately brought under 
control. This was in the context 
of Haryana where the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad procession was 
taken out and the procession led 
to Violence in Sohna and Nuh. 
In these unfortunate incidents 
5 people have lost their lives 
including two home guards.  He 
said that,” We condemn the vio-
lence instigated by rioters and 
anti-social elements and the 
open arms distribution carried 
out along with religious proces-
sion to provoke, instigate and 
perpetuate violence  is  predatory 
and suicidal”. 

JIH Delegation visits violence 
affected Gurugram, calls for 
confidence-building measures 
amidst widespread unrest

New Delhi:  A delegation 
of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind (JIH) 
visited Gurugram, Haryana to 
take stock of the situation fol-
lowing widespread communal 
violence. The delegation met  
Kala Ramachandran, Police 
Commissioner of Gurugram to 
enquire and demand account-
ability about the attack on the 
Mosque in Sector 57 and the 
death of Imam Saad and other 
attacks in and around Guru-
gram. The delegation was in-
formed that social media pro-
paganda led to an escalation in 
violence and the Police force 
could not adequately handle 
the situation as it got diverted 
into multiple locations. 

Further, the JIH delega-
tion also met residents who 
expressed fear for their lives 
due to the ongoing commu-
nal tension and unrest. The 
delegation also visited the 
local hospital to check on 
the injured victims and their 
families. The delegation also 
visited the Sector 57 mosque 
which was cordoned off amidst 
heavy security. 

JIH feels that the situation 
in Gurugram is a failure of 
our intelligence and coordi-
nation with the Police depart-
ment. A climate of impunity 
also added fuel to the fire 
as anti-social elements who 
indulged in violence felt as-
sured that no action would 
be taken against them as they 
enjoyed political patronage. 
Jamaat calls for immediate 
efforts for restoring peace and 
confidence-building mea-
sures. There should be serious 
efforts towards the initiation 
of dialogue across communi-
ties as communal harmony 
has taken a toll because of the 
surcharged atmosphere and 
the vicious media propaganda 
and instigation of violence 
being shared across social 
media platforms.

For several years now, Mohit Yadav @ Monu Manesar has been leading 
Bajrang Dal’s campaign against cattle smugglers in Haryana & Rajasthan

A group of corrupt cheat opposition leaders dreaming 
to remove Modi from power, says Biplab Deb

580 fresh Hepatitis cases identified 
in Ambala district only worries state 
health department

Haryana’s Govt hospitals doctors threaten 
strike in protest of chargesheet to 5 doctors

Gang of 4 busted involved in  pre-natal sex determination 
by seven Ambala health department with 2 arrests

Gopal Kanda’s return on political pitch

Haryana Violence: Death toll rise 
to 6, many injured; fresh violence 
incident in Gurugram’s Badshapur
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communal violence has, for 
the time being, capped   the 
‘Zinn of UCC’ in the bottle, 
but it will come out again at 
its appropriate time. How-
ever, these communal clashes 
have shown that the ‘Zinn’ of 
UCC may also create a danger-
ous cloud of abhorrence and 
people fear that it will thus un-
necessarily cause disturbance 
and unrest in the country. 

Indian society is a colour-
ful rainbow of different cul-
tures, customs, ideas and 
no Uniform Civil Society in 
India, then how can it be 
just and possible to imple-
ment Uniform Civil Code? 
The Bharatiya Janata Party 
government is determined 
to implement its previously 
declared and unannounced 
objectives. In the mid-eighties, 
the BJP, during the peak era of 
L K Advani, focused on three 
main issues – the UCC, ab-
rogation of article 370 and 
a Ram Mandir in Ayodhya. 
After the removal of Article 
370 and commencing   work on 
Ram Mandir, BJP has started 
feeling that it is capable of 
making and implementing 
any law due to the majority 
in the Parliament. But until 
the uniform civil society does 
not come on the ground, it 
would be meaningless to bring 
a uniform civil code law. Has 
society ever been bound by the 
rope of law alone? If this were 
the case then why are child 
marriages still happening? 
Why the Dalit class is being 
treated as second grade class? 
Why are rapes happening ev-
ery day? Why the country’s 
pride women players had to 
protest and stage sit- ins even 
to file a case of sexual harass-
ment to get justice against a 
Bahubali MP?  Had the ac-
cused been an ordinary person 
and not a Bahubali Member of 
Parliament, would the police 
have given the same laxity 
in arresting him and filing a 
case? Why have not the same 
norms been adopted? 

Will all the problems be 
solved after the implementa-
tion of the Uniform Civil Code 

Act which the present BJP 
government is trying to force? 

What the UCC is? 
On a wider scale, Uniform 

Civil Code means one law for 
the whole country. Where the 
Uniform Civil Code applies, 
in that country, whatever laws 
are made related to marriage, 
divorce, child adoption, prop-
erty division and all other sub-
jects, they have to be considered 
equally for the citizens of all 
religions and castes. At pres-
ent, many laws in India are 
decided on the basis of religion 
and ethnicity too.  It is being 
claimed that the condition of 
women in India will improve 
with the implementation of the 
Uniform Civil Code. There will 
be simplicity and clarity in the 
laws. Discrimination on the 
basis of laws related to personal 
or religion will be abolished. But 
can this really happen? 

Expressing doubts over the 
new UCC, Shiromani Akali 
Dal president, Sukhbir Singh 
Badal, pleads that the issue 
had already been examined 
in depth by the 21st Law 
Commission which had in 
its report in 2018 noted that 
UCC was neither necessary 
nor desirable at this stage. 
It said the Commission also 
observed that reforms in fam-
ily laws of different commu-
nities would provide better 
guarantee of securing rights 
of women and children than 
bringing in Uniform Civil 
Laws. It also detailed how 
the Commission emphasized 
that cultural diversity must 
not be compromised and that 
nothing should be done to 
pose even a remote threat to 
the idea of ‘unity in diversity’ 
and eventually pose threat 
to the country’s territorial 
integrity. It said in this light 
there was nothing significant 
after 2018 to compel the union 
government to seek views of 
stakeholders afresh. 

Why the Minorities are 
afraid of the UCC? 

Differing the new UCC, 
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 
clearly rejects the proposed 
UCC and states that it is not in 
nation’s interest. Opposing the 
essence of UCC, the Shiromani 
Akali Dal (SAD) in a recent 
letter informed the 22nd Law 
Commission that the proposed 

Uniform Civil Code (UCC) was 
not in the nation’s interest and 
enforcing it without a genu-
ine countrywide inter-faith 
consensus, especially among 
minorities, would violate the 
spirit of the Constitution and 
generate fear, distrust and 
divisive sentiments. 

The SAD president also in-
formed the Commission that 
the party had held consul-
tations with different stake-
holders in the State and out-
side. “On the basis of that, the 
widespread impression we 
gathered is that the UCC, if 
implemented, will definitely 
affect the freedom of minor-
ity communities of different 
caste, creed and religions”.  

Sukhbir Singh Badal also 
asserted that the framers of 
the Constitution kept the Uni-
form Civil Code in the Con-
current List. He said after a 
detailed discussion on UCC 
it was decided not to put it 
in the list of Fundamental 
Rights but in the Directive 
Principles of State Policy.  The 
SAD also stressed that the pro-
posed UCC would also affect 
Social Tribes who have their 
own diverse customs, culture 
and different personal laws. 
“It will thus un-necessarily 
cause disturbance and unrest 
in the country, especially in 
North Eastern states which 
enjoy special exemptions from 
certain laws under article 371 
of the Constitution”, Badal 
added. 

Will BJP dare to end the 
privilege of Hindus?

Addressing BJP booth 
workers in Madhya Pradesh, 
on June 27, Prime Minister 
Narender Modi said that Mus-
lims were being misled in the 
name of UCC. “These days, 
people are being provoked by 

the UCC. You tell me, if there 
is one law for one person in 
a home, and another law for 
another person, can that house 
function?” he asked. But un-
der the HUF, giving a special 
privilege to Hindus, are there 
not two discriminatory laws 
existing for different religions 
in India? 

Will the UCC being imple-
mented by the BJP govern-
ment dare to end the special 
exemption in income tax cur-
rently given to Hindus (Jains, 
Buddhists and Sikhs) under 
Hindu Undivided Family 
(HUF), which is not available 
to other religions (Muslims, 
Christians, Parsis)? Or will the 
people of other religions also 
get the benefit of its exemp-
tion? Probably not. The BJP 
government, which is look-
ing forward to win the 2024 
elections only on the Hindu 
vote bank, will never want its 
Hindu vote bank to be angry, 
nor will it allow its religion-
based purpose to go astray by 
giving this exemption to other 
religions at present. 

In his article in Indian Ex-
press on July 18, 2023– ‘HUF 
and Uniform Civil Code’, 
Deepak Joshi a CA writes, 
“Hindu Undivided Family 
is a legal entity that allows 
Hindu (includes Jains, Bud-
dhists and Sikhs) taxpayers 
to claim certain benefits, but 
this benefit of statutory tax 
planning is not available to a 
tax payer of other religions, 
such as Muslims, Christians 
and Parsis etc., which raises 
concerns over the lack of uni-
form application of tax laws. 
Dehors the issue of UCC, it 
can be argued that granting 
an additional treatment that 
lowers the tax burden only 
on the basis of religion is ar-
bitrary, and may fall out of 

Article 14 and Article 15 of 
the constitution.”   

Will UCC be able to protect 
gotra restrictions in marriage? 

According to the present 
law, any two adults -boy and 
girl - can marry each other 
and live together, but in many 
castes, there are gotra/clan 
restrictions for marriage, they 
cannot marry in their own go-
tra. If the matrimonial system 
of Jats is seen, then we find 
that at present three clans and 
some areas are forbidden in 
the community. The boy and 
the girl should not be residents 
of the same village or fraternal 
village, both should not be of 
same clan, marriage is also 
prohibited in their mother’s 
and grandmother’s gotra. But 
the present law gives recogni-
tion to such marriages, due to 
which tension arises in the 
society. And the social fabric 
gets frayed and there comes 
a rift in social harmony and 
brotherhood. Whenever a 
young man or woman marries 
in a forbidden gotra or area, 
it is considered a question of 
honour in such families in 
the society and in most of the 
cases, incidents of ‘honour kill-
ing’ come to the fore. Although 
the law serves to protect such 
a married couple, which is 
considered to be a violation 
of social norms, and the so-
ciety grows angry against not 
only the married couple but 
also against the government 
and the law. The government 
should study such ‘honour 
killing’ cases and make this 
law socially compatible. 

Social Khap Panchayats 
have also been demanding 
from time to time the gov-
ernment to enact a law to 
stop marriages in prohibited 
gotras/ areas. Since long, the 
khap panchayats have been 
seeking an amendment in the 
Hindu Marriage Act to pro-
hibit same gotra marriages. 

Supporting the concern of 
Khap Panchayats, on Janu-
ary 10, 2020, Haryana Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar had asserted that it has 
been proven scientifically that 
intra-clan marriages should 
not be performed. 

“The khap panchayats have 
a principle that within a vil-
lage or intra-clan, marriages 
should not take place. It has 

been proven scientifically that 
intra-clan marriages should 
not be performed,” Khattar 
said in Panchkula. 

Giving example of Gujarat, 
Khattar stated, “If the relation 
of sister and brother is fol-
lowed within the village, or 
within neighbouring villages 
and khaps, then certainly it 
will have a positive impact 
on the society. I have noticed 
this in Gujarat also where the 
women are referred to as Be-
hen (sister) and the men are 
referred to Bhai (brother).”

Will the Chief Minister’s 
words be heeded? Will con-
sanguineous and same-village 
marriages be legally prohib-
ited as demanded by Khap 
Panchayats? Will UCC be 
able to solve this discrepancy? 
Questions need answers.  

Discrepancies in Reservation: 
Will UCC Resolve?

Reservation in India is 
purely based on religion and 
caste, and that too on dis-
criminatory grounds, will 
UCC be able to resolve these 
discrepancies? 

Alleging “appeasement poli-
tics” in granting OBC status 
to communities in West Ben-
gal, National Commission for 
Backward Classes (NCBC) 
chairperson Hansraj Ganga-
ram Ahir himself, on June 8, 
2023, stated the state govern-
ment should fix the “discrep-
ancy” at the earliest.  

The NCBC chief also 
charged that OBC reser-
vations were not being 
implemented correctly in 
Rajasthan, Punjab and Bi-
har — states with non-BJP 
governments, whereas there 
are seven districts in Rajast-
han which do not extend any 
reservation to the OBCs and 
the Punjab, which has 25 per 
cent reservation for the OBCs, 
was just granting 12 per cent 
to the community. 

“In Bihar too, there were 
issues related to Kurmi com-
munity which still are to be re-
solved,” the NCBC chief said.  

The question arises here 
that BJP has a majority gov-
ernment at the centre, why 
don’t they talk about creat-
ing an equal civil society by 
removing the anomalies of 
OBC reservation before bring-
ing the Uniform Civil Code?

In Rajasthan, except two 

districts of Bharatpur and 
Dholpur, Jats of the rest of 
the state are considered in 
the OBC category. Here the 
question arises that what 
extra social and educational 
achievements did the Jats of 
these two districts have that 
they were not considered un-
der the backward category? Is 
it only because these districts 
had Jat princely states? 

Do all the subjects of that 
caste or society automatically 
come in the upper class from 
the social and educational 
point of view when a particu-
lar person or family becomes 
the head of the state. 

If so, Raja Rao Tula Ram 
had princely state in Rewari 
and adjoining Ahirwal area in 
Haryana, his heir Rao Birendra 
Singh was the chief minister 
of Haryana and at present his 
descendant Rao Inderjit Singh 
is a minister in the centre, then 
why the Yadav subjects of this 
Yadav dynasty have been in-
cluded in the OBC category? 
Jats and Yadavs in Haryana 
are almost in the same social, 
economic and educational cat-
egory. Both are agricultural 
castes and both have been liv-
ing on agriculture and animal 
husbandry. Both have been 
sending their youth to the army 
to be martyred in the interest of 
the country. Then why are the 
Jats of Haryana being denied 
the OBC category? Even the 
ancestors of Jats were not the 
owners of any princely state in 
Haryana. Are these discrep-
ancies in reservation not the 
obstructive anomalies hinder-
ing the formation of an equal 
civil society? Will UCC find a 
solution for them?  Though 
any majoritarian democratic 
government has the power 
to legislate a law to act as a 
watchdog for the Country’s 
and Society’s security, safety 
and welfare, but should always 
keep in consideration – “Before 
we pet a watchdog, test and 
ensure its breed, creed, seed, 
deed, and need.” 

Otherwise, the watchdog 
may turn out a Pit Bull, which 
not only bites passers-bye, but 
may also maul the owner, the 
past instances have proved so. 

Jag Mohan Thaken is 
a Haryana based retired 

Senior Bank Manager, 
views are personal

UCC: Lest It Becomes a Pit Bull?

New Delhi:  Opposi-
tion bloc INDIA is likely 
to hold its next meeting on 
August 31 and September 
1 in Mumbai. They said 
it would be held on the 
format of the Bengaluru 
meeting with leaders first 
confabulating in an infor-
mal setting on August 31 
before their main meeting 
the next day.

“The opposition meeting 
will be a two-day affair and 
will take place on August 
31 and September 1 with 
all leaders approving the 
dates,” a source said. The 
likely venue would be a 
hotel in Pawai and there 
will be a press conference 
on August 1 evening, the 
source said. There have 
been several dates that have 
been talked about earlier 

but those did not work 
out as all leaders were not 
available on those dates.

The third meeting of the 
bloc is being hosted jointly 
by the Shiv Sena (UBT) and 
the NCP’s Sharad Pawar 
faction, with support from 
the Congress — the three 
constituents of the Maha 
Vikas Aghadi alliance. The 
MVA constituents had been 
holding parleys to schedule 
the meeting. The INDIA 
bloc’s first meeting was 
held in Patna in June and 
the second in Bengaluru 
last month. The coalition is 
also likely to announce the 
composition of committees 
for specific actions such as 
communication and 2024 
general election campaign 
in the run-up to the polls.

A joint secretariat for 

better coordination among 
the parties will also be an-
nounced soon, the sources 
said.

During the meeting, 
the parties are expected 
to iron out their differences 
as much as possible, espe-
cially in states where they 
are in a direct poll battle. 
At the Bengaluru meet-
ing, Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge had 
announced the name of 
the opposition bloc — In-
dian National Develop-
mental Inclusive Alliance 
(INDIA) — after a nearly 
four-hour-long meeting of 
the 26 parties. He had said 
a committee of 11 members 
will also be set up for co-
ordination, and a convenor 
will be selected at the next 
meeting in Mumbai.

Hard work, dedication needed 
to join BJP’s ‘ideological 
family’: Himanta

Guwahati:  Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
has maintained that joining 
organisations within the BJP’s 
“ideological family requires 
hard work and dedication”. In 
a Twitter post, the BJP leader 
also asserted that no easy entry 
should be provided even for his 
son. He was reacting to a tweet 
by academician Ashok Swain, 
who had shared a photograph 
of Sarma with his wife and their 
two children.

Manmohan Singh Naula
Mumbai 

Station upgradation work will be 
launched at three suburban Stations 
viz Parel, Vikhroli, Kanjurmarg 
by Hon’ble Prime Minister on 6th 
August 2023.

Introducing the Amrit Bharat 
Station Scheme, a visionary initia-
tive brought to life by Narendra 
Modi, the Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
India. This transformative scheme is 
set to revitalize 1309 railway stations 
across the nation, breathing new 
life into travel hubs and enhancing 
the overall passenger experience. 
Amrit Bharat Station scheme en-
visages development of stations 
on a continuous basis with a long 
term vision.

Naresh Lalwani, General Manag-
er, while addressing a Press Confer-
ence on laying of foundation stone 
for 508 Railway stations across the 
Nation under Amrit Bharat Station 
Scheme by Hon’ble Prime Minister 
on 6th August 2023 said “The Amrit 
Bharat Station scheme envisages 
to take up 76 railway stations over 
Central Railway for upgradation/
modernization and in that at 38 
stations the foundation stone will be 
laid”. It involves preparation of Mas-
ter Plans and their implementation 
in phases to improve the amenities 

at the stations like improvement 
of station access, circulating areas, 
waiting halls, toilets, lifts/escalators 
as necessary, cleanliness, free Wi-Fi, 
kiosks for local products through 
schemes like ‘One Station One Prod-
uct’, better passenger information 
systems, Executive Lounges, nomi-
nated spaces for business meetings, 
landscaping etc. keeping in view 
the necessity at each station. The 
scheme also envisages improve-
ment of building, integrating the 
station with both sides of the city, 
multimodal integration, amenities 
for Divyangjans, sustainable and 
environment friendly solutions, 
provision of ballastless tracks, ‘Roof 
Plazas’ as per necessity, phasing and 
feasibility and creation of city cen-
tres at the station in the long term.

Gold worth Rs 49.12 
lakhs seized at SGRDI 
Amritsar

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

Custom officials have seized 
smuggled Gold weighing 808 
grams having worth Rs . 49.12 
lacs at Shri Guru Ramdas ji  In-
ternational Airport August 1. 
In an official statement issued 
here stated that Customs staff of 
SGRD JI International Airport, 
Amritsar intercepted one passen-
ger coming from Dubai by Spice-
jet flight SG56 in the morning 
of today. On his personal search, 
3 capsules were found hidden 
inside his rectum weighing 1173 
grams. The recovered gold from 
the said 3 capsules is 808 grams 
and market value of the said 
gold is Rs. 49.12 lacs. The same 
was seized under section 110 of 
Custom Act, 1962. 

New Delhi: Senior Con-
gress leader P. Chidambaram 
on Wednesday questioned the 
Modi-led Central government 
about the situation in Mani-
pur, and said, “the Centre has 
switched off the engine of Con-
stitutional responsibility and 
thrown away the key.

Taking a swipe at the BJP 
governments at the Centre 
and in Manipur, Chidam-
baram said, “How long will it 
take for the Supreme Court’s 
indictment of the Manipur 
Government to reach PMO in 
Delhi and CMO in Imphal? If 
the chief minister of Manipur, 
N Biren Singh, has any sense 
of constitutional morality, he 
should quit immediately. Only 
those who practise rajdharma 
can preach rajdharma.

“The central government is 
like the driver of the police jeep 
who told the molested women 
‘there is no key’. The central 
government has switched off 
the engine of Constitutional 

responsibility (Articles 355 
and 356) and thrown away 
the key, “ the former Union 
minister said.

His remarks came after the 
Supreme Court on Tuesday 
came down heavily on the Cen-
tre and Manipur government. 
The court said that the state 
police “is incapable of investiga-
tion” and “there is no law and 
order left” in the northeastern 
state.

“The investigation is so le-
thargic. There has been a break-
down of constitutional machin-
ery to the extent that FIR could 
not be registered. Maybe it is 
correct that the police could not 
arrest as it could not enter the 
locality. There was a complete 
breakdown of law and order ma-
chinery of the state, ” remarked 
a bench headed by CJI D.Y. 
Chandrachud questioning the 
delay in registration of FIRs 

and recording of statements of 
victims by the Manipur Police.

The top court summoned 
Manipur’s Director General of 
Police (DGP) on August 7, the 
next date of hearing.

The Supreme Court also 
raised questions over non-in-
terrogation of the police officials 
who allegedly handed over the 
victims in the viral video to the 
mob, as per their statements 
recorded under section 161 CrPC 
(Criminal Procedure Code). “If 
law and order machinery cannot 
protect them then what happens 
to the people?, ” it asked.

Ethnic clashes erupted in 
Manipur on May 3 and since 
then hundreds of people have 
died while thousands have 
been forced to take refuge in 
the relief camps.

A delegation of INDIA bloc 
MPs, who visited Manipur on 
July 29 and 30, along with 
the floor leaders will meet 
President Droupadi Murmu 
on Wednesday.

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

An unidentified man was shot 
dead by the Border Security 
Force ,in the morning of August 
3 around 4.a.m.

According to a BSF official 
a man who was found near the 
barbed fencing at village Bhiki-
wind - Khalra area falling in the 
Tarn Taran district was killed 
as he was aggressively marching 
towards the BSF troops inspite 
of repeated warning given to 
him but he was not willing to 
surrender. The BSF officer fur-
ther informed that when he 
reached near to the BSF troops 
and kept marching continued 
in an aggressive posture, forcing 
BSF troops to fire gun shot in 
self-defense. BSF clarified that 
the man who was shot dead 

at Indo-Pak border was found 
uncircumcised as he may not be 
Muslim. He also clarified that 
yet also not clear that the dead 
was whether Indian or Pakistani 
as investigation was underway.

Talking about the appearance 
of the dead man Officer further 
said that he was having long un-
kempt hair and seemed insane.  

On being contacted to Deputy 
Superintendent Police (DSP) 
Preetinder Singh said that the 
dead man was Indian but still 
unidentified, managed to reach 
near the barbed fencing in the 
BSF area and during fire opened 
by BSF he was killed.

Jamaat feels that this is 
a continuous onslaught 
of organized violence 
against Muslims: Malik 
Moatasim Khan
FW Desk
New Delhi

The Vice President of Jamaat 
e Islami Hind, Malik Moata-
sim Khan has condemned the 
cold-blooded and targeted 
shooting of three citizens 
belonging to 
the Muslim 
community 
and an offi-
cer of RPF 
on a running 
train by an 
Indian Rail-
ways Protec-
tion Force 
(RPF) con-
stable. The RPF constable 
also killed his senior as-
sistant sub-inspector. In a 
statement to the media, the 
JIH Vice President said “We 
condemn the cold-blooded 
and targeted shooting of 
three citizens belonging to 
the Muslim community and 
an RPF officer on a running 
train by an Indian Railways 
Protection Force (RPF) con-
stable. Media reports about 
the heinous manner of the 
killing suggest that it was a 
hate crime wherein the ac-
cused hunted out passengers 
who resembled Muslims and 
shot them in cold blood. 

New Delhi: The India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said that Odisha and 
Chhattisgarh are expected to 
experience isolated heavy to 
very heavy rainfall with the 
possibility of extremely heavy 
rainfalls on Wednesday while 
Madhya Pradesh is likely to en-
counter such intense rainfall on 
Thursday.

The weather forecast agency 
further predicted that from 
Thursday (August 3) to Au-
gust 6, Northwest India may 
also experience isolated heavy 
to very heavy rainfall. However, 
peninsular India is expected to 
witness subdued rainfall activity 
over the next five days.

In the bulletin issued on 
Wednesday, IMD also said that 
currently, there is squally wind 
speed reaching 45-55 kmph 

gusting to 65 kmph prevailing 
over the North Bay of Bengal 
and the adjoining coasts of 
Bangladesh and West Bengal.

However, this is expected to 
decrease to 35-45 kmph gusting 
to 55 kmph from the afternoon 
to night of Wednesday.

Additionally, the sea condi-
tions are currently rough to very 
rough over the North Bay of 
Bengal and the adjoining coasts 

of Bangladesh, West Bengal, 
and North Odisha. However, 
from Wednesday afternoon, 
the sea conditions are likely to 
become rough to moderate, with 
gradual improvement expected 
thereafter.

According to IMD, in the 
upcoming days, various re-
gions in India are expected 
to experience varying degrees 
of rainfall.

Centre has switched off engine of Constitutional 
responsibility, says P. Chidambaram 

Opposition likely hold next 
meeting of INDIA coalition 
in Mumbai on Aug 31-Sep 1

Amrit Bharat Station Scheme: Upgradation work 
at 76 Rly Stations of Central Railway, 15 in Mumbai

An Indian shot dead at Indo-Pak border Rain likely in several states till Aug 6
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The conflict in Ukraine and the 
recourse to nuclear rhetoric have 
revived concerns about nuclear es-
calation management between the 

major nuclear powers. Since the end of the 
Cold War, the United States-Russia nuclear 
rivalry had taken a back seat. Instead, North 
Korea, Iran and India-Pakistan got attention, 
with many analysts getting nostalgic about 
‘nuclear stability’ during the Cold War. But, as 
it is becoming clear now, in today’s changed 
political environment the escalation manage-
ment lessons of the Cold War no longer seem 
to work for the U.S. and Russia.

Deterrence failure
In June 2021, U.S. and Russian Presi-

dents, Joe Biden and Vladimir Putin, met 
in Geneva. Nuclear arms control was a high 
priority item on the agenda but no progress 
proved possible. As concerns grew about 
the Russian troop presence in Belarus on 
the Ukrainian border, Central Intelligence 
Agency Director Bill Burns flew to Moscow 
in November to spell out the consequences 
of aggression. In January 2022, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony J. Blinken met Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in Geneva 
to reiterate the message. On February 24, 
Russia began its “special military operation” 
in Ukraine. U.S. attempts to deter Russian 
aggression had failed.

Even as North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) leaders met to decide their 
response, Mr. Biden made it clear that the 
U.S. was determined to avoid a Third World 
War or allowing the conflict to escalate into 
a NATO-Russia conflict. After the freezing 
of Russian reserves and a slew of financial, 
energy-related and political sanctions, other 
elements of military assistance, lethal and 
non-lethal, began to take shape. Intelligence 
sharing and restoring Internet connectivity 
was the first step. The second was the supply 
of ammunition and some weapon systems 
which the Ukrainian forces were familiar 
with. NATO deepened its military involve-
ment by providing gradually more and more 
sophisticated weapon systems, beginning 
with the Javelin and Stinger missiles, and 
moving on to Patriot missile defence batter-
ies, long-range Himars, Storm Shadow and 
Scalp long-range missiles, and now F-16s. 
Russian attempts to deter NATO involve-
ment had failed.

On February 7, 2022, Mr. Putin warned 
that “if Ukraine attempts to take back Crimea, 
European countries will be in conflict with 
Russia, which is a leading nuclear power 
superior to many NATO countries in terms 

of nuclear force”. Annual nuclear exercises, 
normally scheduled for autumn, were an-
nounced for February 17, with Mr. Putin 
personally witnessing them. Announcing 
the launch of “special military operations”, 
his words of caution were, “whoever tries to 
hinder Russia will face consequences never 
seen in history”. To drive home the threat, 
on February 27, Russian nuclear forces were 
placed on a “special combat readiness” with 
leave for all personnel cancelled.

Even as the U.S. issued blunt warnings to 
Russia against using tactical nuclear weapons, 
in the first week of March, NATO decided 
against a no-fly-zone and Poland, Slovakia and 
Bulgaria announced that they would not be 
sending MiG aircraft to Ukraine on account 
of Russian threats against their airfields from 
where these aircraft were to take off. Russian 
officials tried to downplay the nuclear threat 
by pointing out that Russia would resort to 
nuclear use only if faced with an existential 
threat, while U.S. officials tried to convey 
reassurance to their European allies that while 
Mr. Putin’s threats were to be taken seriously, 
there were no indications of unusual activity 
at nuclear sites.

Mr. Biden declared on April 24, “We are 
neither encouraging nor enabling Ukraine 
to strike beyond its borders,” adding that 
the “U.S. was not seeking regime change in 
Russia.” In short, the U.S. objectives were to 
support Ukraine, bolster NATO unity and 
avoid any direct conflict with Russia. Ukraine 
is not a NATO member and so does not have 
the security of the nuclear umbrella provided 
by U.S. policy of ‘extended deterrence’. Russia’s 
resort to nuclear rhetoric failed to deter NATO 
involvement though it influenced its pace and 
timing. Therefore, both Russia and the U.S. 
are operating in a grey zone, taking turns at 
escalatory rhetoric even as they probe each 
other’s red lines. During the Cold War, the 
U.S. and the former Soviet Union engaged 
in multiple proxy wars, Vietnam in the 1960s 

and Afghanistan in the 1980s, but these were 
in distant theatres.

Cold War lessons
Deterrence is fundamentally based on the 

assumption that both adversaries are rational 
enough to judge when costs outweigh the 
benefits of the act. Nuclear deterrence adds 
a conundrum. With their huge arsenals that 
provided for assured second strike capability, 
neither the U.S. nor the Soviet Union had an 
incentive to try a surprise first strike. This 
realisation was crucial in shaping nuclear 
deterrence theory.

Thomas Schelling, whose writings dur-
ing the 1960s and 1970s shaped nuclear 
deterrence thinking (he won the Econom-
ics Nobel in 2005), concluded that nuclear 
weapons were not usable but had political 
utility in terms of preventing a war with 
another nuclear power. Clearly, Schelling 
was looking at the situation between the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union which had no territorial 
dispute. Schelling also concluded that even 
though any use was “irrational”, the nuclear 
threat had to be “credible” in order to deter. 
This introduced a degree of uncertainty into 
the equation. Using his economics training, 
he interpreted the uncertainty as risk that 
could be analysed in terms of probabilities. 
Risk was intended to induce rationality in 
the adversaries. Realising the conundrum, 
he concluded that the key to making nuclear 
deterrence credible is through escalation and 
raising the risk, that in the final analysis, 
“leaves something to chance”.

This, along with the lessons of the 1962 
Cuban missile crisis kept the U.S. and So-
viet rhetoric in check during the Cold War 
even as they engaged in proxy wars outside 
Europe, and away from NATO and Warsaw 
pact territories. Today, there is no Warsaw 
Pact, and NATO has expanded to include a 
number of former Warsaw Pact members. 
The Ukraine conflict has persuaded Sweden 

and Finland to give up their long-standing 
neutrality and seek security under NATO’s 
nuclear umbrella.

Probing for red lines
Russia’s nuclear doctrine issued on June 2, 

2020 specifies two conditions under which 
Russia would use nuclear weapons: “…in 
response to the use of nuclear weapons and 
other types of weapons of mass destruction 
against it/or its allies” and “in the case of ag-
gression against the Russian Federation with 
the use of conventional weapons, when the 
very existence of the state is put under threat”. 
Mr. Putin has declared more than once that 
Ukrainians and Russians are one people with 
a shared history. Russia, therefore, does not 
see Ukraine as entirely ‘sovereign’.

Second, there is the oft-cited escalate-to-
deescalate approach, that implies using tactical 
nuclear weapons to overcome a stalemate on 
the battlefield, thus forcing a termination of 
hostilities on favourable terms. In its 2022 
National Security Strategy, the U.S. rejected 
this by declaring that first use would not lead 
to de-escalation on Russian terms, “but alter 
the nature of conflict creating potential for 
uncontrolled escalation”.

U.S. caution is reflected in calibrating 
the supply of more sophisticated weapons 
by continuously probing Russian red lines 
even though Ukrainian demands continue to 
grow. Meanwhile, it suits Russia to increase 
ambiguity. It is also likely that since Russia 
failed to achieve its military objectives, its 
thresholds are evolving.

The path-breaking studies of Daniel Kahne-
man and Amos Tversky in economics showed 
that humans often tend to double down on 
bad bets because of ‘loss aversion’. The Cold 
War escalation management lessons applied 
to a different world; today, the U.S. and Russia 
no longer enjoy parity and Russia’s red lines 
are fuzzy. Nuclear signalling today is taking 
place in uncharted political territory. New 
guard rails are necessary if the nuclear taboo 
has to be preserved.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat who 
served as India’s first Ambassador to the 
Conference on Disarmament in Geneva and 
also as the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for 
Nuclear Disarmament and Non-proliferation 
in 2013-14. Views are personal.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat who 
served as India’s first Ambassador to the 
Conference on Disarmament in Geneva 
and also as the Prime Minister’s Special 

Envoy for Nuclear Disarmament and Non-
proliferation in 2013-14. Views are personal.

Nuclear signaling: Time for changeReject anything 
that potentially 
dents democracy

The recent communal clashes 
in Haryana have laid bare 
a deeply troubling tension 
in the region, resulting in 
many deaths and significant 

destruction. Sparked by a local religious 
procession, the incident escalated into a 
conflict, highlighting how quickly situa-
tions can unravel when political agendas, 
religious fervor, and social media provoca-
tion combine. Previously a peaceful local 
affair, the yatra has become politicized, with 
groups like the Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
mobilizing participants from neighbor-
ing states. This year’s event was marked by 
provocative slogans and weapons, leading 
to a violent confrontation. The administra-
tion’s lack of preparedness is a grave failure 
that must be addressed. Tensions had been 
building, fueled by social media threats 
from extremist groups. Despite warnings, 
the administration’s response was inad-
equate, leading to further violence, includ-
ing the vandalization of a mosque and the 
death of an Imam. The police’s failure to 
control the situation raises serious concerns 
about law enforcement in Haryana. The 
Chief Minister’s claim that the violence was 
premeditated points to a failure of intelli-
gence and preventive measures. The role of 
groups associated with the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party in inciting tensions must be 
investigated. The Haryana administration 
must act decisively, bringing perpetrators 
to justice and ensuring such incidents do 
not recur. This includes legal action and 
rebuilding community trust. Social me-
dia incitement must be curbed, and law 
enforcement must be better trained and 
equipped. The Haryana events are a grim 
reminder of the fragility of our societal 
fabric. Ethnic and religious differences can 
be exploited for political gain, with tragic 
results. The government, law enforcement, 
and community leaders must foster under-
standing, tolerance, and peace. The lessons 
from Haryana call for a commitment to the 
values that bind us as a nation and a rejec-
tion of anything that betrays our democratic 
principles.
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Amitav Ghosh, the re-
nowned author of the 
Ibis trilogy, delved into 
the hidden history of 

opium at the launch of his new 
book “Smoke and Ashes: A writ-
er’s journey through Opium’s 
hidden histories.” In conver-
sation with singer and activist 
T.M. Krishna, Ghosh revealed 
how opium has left an indelible 
mark on both eastern and west-
ern India, shaping not only the 
economic landscape but also the 
very fabric of society.

Opium, once a vital part of the 
global economy, has been largely 
erased from our collective under-
standing. Ghosh’s book, described 
as a “travelogue, memoir, and an 
excursion into history,” explores 
the profound impact the opium 
trade had on Britain, India, and 
China. In India, the focus is on 
the cities of Kolkata and Mumbai, 
where the influence of opium 

extended beyond commerce to 
shape demography and cultural 
identity. The opium trade was not 
merely a commercial enterprise; 
it was a complex system that in-
fluenced various aspects of life. 
Ghosh explained how the trading 
community from western India 
began to settle in Kolkata, and 
how the commercial character of 
Mumbai and the colonial char-
acter of Kolkata were shaped by 
opium relations.

The British administration of 
the opium trade in India was a 
“bureaucracy within a bureau-
cracy,” with the Purvanchal re-
gion, where much of the opium 
was produced, described as a 
“kingdom within an empire.” 
The Opium Department had its 
paramilitary forces, enforcing 
a strict surveillance system on 
farmers who were often forced 
to produce opium below cost, 
even during times of famine. This 

led to widespread resentment, 
and Ghosh pointed out that the 
opium factory in Patna was one 
of the first targets during the war 
of 1857. The long-term effects of 
opium production and trade are 
still felt today. Ghosh noted that 
economic historians have identi-
fied lasting disparities in social 
indicators between districts that 
produced opium and those that 
did not. The legacy of opium is 
not just a historical curiosity; it 
continues to shape the social and 
economic landscape of modern 
India. But Ghosh’s exploration 

of opium goes beyond historical 
analysis. He also discussed the 
power of myths in silencing his-
tory and how the colonial idea 
of progress has become one of 
the most potent myths of west-
ern modernity. By embracing 
this language of progress and 
advancement, Ghosh argued, we 
have brought the world to the 
brink of annihilation. He cited 
examples of how large tracts of 
forests were handed over to min-
ing companies, with devastating 
consequences for local popula-
tions.

Ghosh’s insights into the opium 
trade are not just a historical ex-
amination; they are a reflection on 
the nature of progress, exploita-
tion, and the selective memory of 

history. By uncovering the hidden 
histories of opium, he challenges 
us to confront the uncomfortable 
truths about our past and present.

“Smoke and Ashes” is more 
than a book about opium; it is 
a call to recognize the complex 
interplay between economics, 
politics, culture, and the envi-
ronment. It is a reminder that 
history is not just a collection 
of facts and dates but a living, 
breathing entity that continues 
to shape our world.

In a time when history is often 
reduced to simplistic narratives, 
Ghosh’s work stands as a testa-
ment to the power of nuanced 
understanding. By delving into 
the hidden corners of history, 
he reveals the intricate web of 
connections that bind us together.

The launch of “Smoke and 
Ashes” is not just an event for 
literary enthusiasts; it is a mo-
ment of reflection for anyone 
interested in understanding the 
complex forces that have shaped 
our world. Ghosh’s exploration of 
opium is a window into a forgot-
ten chapter of history, a chapter 
that continues to resonate in our 
contemporary landscape.

From commerce to culture: 
How opium shaped India

Smoke and Ashes: 
A writer’s journey 
through Opium’s 
hidden histories
By Amitav Ghosh
Fourth Estate 
India
408 pages; Rs699

Rakesh Sood explains why Cold War escalation management lessons no longer apply to U.S.-Russia relations

The opium trade 
was not merely 
a commercial 
enterprise; it was a 
complex system that 
influenced various 
aspects of life

letterbox
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and columns to fwletters@gmail.com. We will 
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Narvijay Yadav

The suicide committed by Nitin 
Chandrakant Desai, the Bolly-
wood art director, in his Karjat 
studio near Mumbai, shocked 

everyone in the entertainment industry and 
others in the country. The great art direc-
tor, who created the sets of Kaun Banega 
Crorepati, Aapki Adalat, and big-budget 
films like Jodhaa Akbar, and Lagaan, etc., 
was struggling to repay a Rs 180 crore loan 
which had increased to Rs 252 crore, and 
a bankruptcy court had recently approved 
an insolvency petition against his company, 
ND’s Art World Pvt Ltd. The unfortunate 
incident has once again highlighted the 
importance of financial literacy.

Nitin Desai was a great creative person, 
but he seemed to lack basic knowledge 
of financial management. He took an 
ultra-heavy loan to fulfill his desire of 
creating a massive film studio, without 
much backup plan in case something 

bad happened to his project. Once he 
stopped getting work, his dreams shat-
tered and the loan became the cause of 
his untimely demise. One should always 
have a backup plan to repay the loan or 

to generate alternative sources of income, 
where Desai failed miserably. Financial 
literacy is one skill that is not taught in 
schools, and the lack of this knowledge 
causes misfortune to a majority of people, 
who otherwise earn fantastically well but 
fail to rise in practical life.

Financial literacy is as important as 
making money. It can make you rich. It is 
basically your relationship with the money 
you earn and how effectively you use it to 
improve your finances. Adopting proper 
budgeting, saving, and investment is what 
financial literacy is all about. So step one 
is to make money which would be most 
important, but once you have money or 
sufficient income, step two becomes most 
important, i.e. to utilize that money to its 
greatest potential or to help you achieve 
your long-term goals.

World’s most successful investor War-
ren Buffett once said “Never invest in 
a business you do not understand.” An 
investment journey takes time. Starting 
from a small amount and for the long 

term is best practice. Starting an invest-
ing journey in the stock market is so easy 
these days. One just has to open a Demat 
account, and then things take forward.

Depending on the income and expenses, 
the emergency fund can be 6 to 12 months 
of the monthly income. If you earn Rs 
40,000 a month and Rs 20,000 goes 
into meeting your routine living expenses, 
then your emergency fund should be in 
the range of Rs 2 to 4 Lakh. This corpus is 
for emergencies only. A financial advisor 
once told me, “Money management is way 
more important than earning money. I 
know people with an income of over Rs 25 
Lakh a year, who are so deep in debt that 
they would lose everything if they ever had 
to go through a couple of months without 
a paycheck. Once you have made some 
money you need to figure out what you 
are going to do with it. You can spend it, 
save it, invest it, or a mix of these three.”

The writer is a senior journalist and 
columnist, Views are personal.

Financial skills could have saved Desai

One should always have a backup plan to repay the loan or to generate alternative sources of income, 
where Nitin Desai failed miserably. Financial literacy isn’t taught in schools. You’re rich when your 
money works for you without your effort. You aren’t rich if you have to trade labour for money.

growth is never by 
mere chance; it is 

the result of forces 
working together.
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Bengaluru: Just 45% of 
graduates in India who apply 
for jobs have the readiness to 
meet industry’s fast-chang-
ing demands, as per Mercer 
| Mettl’s latest report. 

The report was exclusively 
shared with ET which is based 
on evaluations across 2,500 
campuses and 440,000 learn-
ers has suggested. According 
to the ‘India’s Graduate Skill 
Index: 2023’ report fining 
candidates with high employ-
ability in non-technical skills is 
easier than finding candidates 
with high job-readiness for 
technical skills.

About 53% of Indian gradu-
ates are employable for top 
non-technical jobs compared 
with 44% of graduates who 
are employable for top tech-
nical jobs.

Applied mathematics has 

the highest employability of 
72%.  About 48% of Indian 
graduates applying for AI/ML 
(artificial intelligence/machine 
learning) roles are job-ready.

Data science and data ana-
lyst roles have employability 
of 39% whereas on-the-job 
skills such as MS Office, ac-
counting and numerical ability 
showcase higher employability 

at 61%, 60 and 57%, respec-
tively, reflecting the strengths 
of Indian graduates in office 
software and financial com-
petencies across all tiers of 
colleges. Project management 
has the lowest employability of 
23% among the top in-demand 
non-technical skills.

The widening skill gap ne-
cessitates a collaborative ef-

fort between academia and 
corporates to bridge this talent 
divide.

“Almost all of our education-
al institutes have to transform 
themselves to equip students 
with the relevant skills of the 
future and align their learning 
outcomes with industry needs. 
Industry itself is grappling 
with changing goalposts given 
changing skill requirements. If 
the curriculum doesn’t catch 
up, then the gap gets wider,” 
Mercer | Mettl chief executive 
Siddhartha Gupta told ET.

The analysis involved data 
from campuses in 30-plus 
states and union territories, 
with further categorisation 
based on college tiers (Tier 1, 
Tier 2, and Tier 3) according 
to the National Institute of 
Ranking Framework by the 
Ministry of Education. 

New Delhi: The Naukri 
JobSpeak Index for July has 
revealed that sectors like FMCG, 
retail, BPO, insurance, and edu-
cation showed a 16-23% de-
crease in new job opportunities 
compared to the previous year.

For white-collar jobs in India 
there was a significant drop of 
19% in hiring compared to the 
same period last year. The report 
highlights the persisting chal-
lenges in the IT industry, where 
new job creation experienced 
a substantial 46% drop com-
pared to July 2022. Despite the 
overall decline, sectors focused 

on the domestic economy, such 
as oil and gas and real estate, 
remained robust in their hiring 
activity. The stability in these 
sectors showcased the resilience 
of the Indian job market.

While the overall job mar-
ket faced challenges, AI-related 
roles remained steady, with new 
job openings staying relatively 
flat around 31,780 compared to 
the previous month. Niche roles 
like full-stack AI scientists and 
ML engineers experienced a 
positive trend, with a 9% and 6% 
increase, respectively, compared 
to the beginning of the year. 

Arun Kumar Rao
Bengaluru 

Bosch Limited, a leading sup-
plier of technology and ser-
vices revenue rose 17.3% to Ra 
4,158 crore in the June quarter 
compared to the corresponding 
period last year. The revenue 
from operations in quarter 1 
has been higher compared to 
the previous quarter, mainly 
due to increased sales of Exhaust 
Gas Temperature (EGT) com-
ponents in passenger cars and 
commercial vehicle segment, 
outperforming the market.

The Profit before Tax (PBT) 
stood at INR 533 crores (60 
million euros) which is 12.8% 
of total revenue from operations, 
an increase of 21.7 percent in-
crease over the same quarter of 
previous year. The Profit after Tax 
(PAT) stood at INR 409 crores 
(46 million Euros) which is 9.8% 
of revenue from operations.

Addressing Annual Press 
conference Guruprasad Mudla-
pur, Managing Director, Bosch 
limited and President of Bosch 
Group in India said, “We are 
optimistic about the future as 
we navigate a rapidly chang-
ing global market with positive 
trends in the Indian automotive 
industry which is witnessing a 
shift towards premium vehicles 
and cleaner fuel options and 
electrification. Hence, embrac-
ing change is crucial and we are 
ready to leverage technological 
advances to cater to the evolving 

consumer preferences .With 
India emerging as a promis-
ing market and our focus on 
green hydrogen and innovative 
automotive offerings, Bosch 
is well-positioned for growth 
and success in the year ahead.” 
He added.

The power train solution 
business registered a growth 
of 12.5% over the same quar-
ter of previous financial year 
outperforming the overall au-
tomotive market growth. This 
has resulted in an increase of 
13.6% in the product sales of 
the automotive segment. While 
there are still supply bottlenecks, 
the global semiconductor sup-
ply situation has eased in the 
recent months. The weakening 
of demand due to global eco-
nomic crisis has helped better 
distribution of semiconductor 
supplies across the world. As a 
result, the two-wheeler business 
has experienced a remarkable 
sales recovery, with a substantial 
growth of 42.8% compared to 
the same quarter last year.

Guruprasad Mudlapur com-

mented about the outlook for 
the upcoming fiscal year, “Bosch 
is poised to embrace the trans-
formative changes ahead of us. 
Cleaner fuels, green hydrogen 
and electrification take centre 
stage in our commitment to a 
climate-neutral future. Bosch 
India will showcase the BS6 
stage 2 hydrogen engine trucks, 
by early 2024. This is also exem-
plified by the successful launch 
of our first hydrogen-powered 
demonstrator vehicle in India 
in June 2023 which comes after 
the announcement about the 
launch of the pilot Hydrogen 
Engine Testing infrastructure 
in Bengaluru later last year.”

“At Bosch India, we are fos-
tering a culture of inclusivity, 
collaboration, and continuous 
learning for our associates’ suc-
cess. By investing in our people, 
we aim to enhance their capabil-
ities and maintain our position 
at the forefront of the industry. 
Exciting times lie ahead as we 
navigate the evolving landscape 
of the India market,” Mudlapur 
added.

“2nd Edition of India 
Startup Festival 2023” 
in Bengaluru from 
August 10 to 12

Arun Kumar Rao
Bengaluru 

India Start-up Foundation, 
a prominent Not-for-profit 
organization supporting the 
growth and development of 
the Indian Start-Up ecosys-
tem, announced during the 
press conference “2nd edi-
tion of India Startup Festival 
(ISF) 2023” from 10th to 12th 
August 2023 at Muddana-
halli, Bengaluru. The theme 
of ISF 2023 is ‘Innovation at 
the Bottom of the Pyramid’ 
Engaging discussions during 
the event will encompass vital 
areas such as Rural Health-
care Education, Fintech, Ru-
ral Innovation, Agritech and 
Foodtech. Elite policymakers 
from the nation and world-
leading change harbingers who 
will attend ISF 23 to address 
grassroots-level challenges and 
propose impactful solutions.

ISF 2023 will be a unique 
platform for startup founders 
to Connect with peers, industry 
leaders and investors collabo-
rate and draw a growth path 
for their venture. The event 
is expected to be a dynamic 
platform fostering ideas, in-
novators, and Start-ups by pro-
viding them an ecosystem to 
interact, network, and collabo-
rate with industry, government 
bodies and investors making it 
an ultimate hub of entrepre-
neurial excellence. ISF 2023 
will host over 10,000 startups 
from India, UK, Japan and 
many other countries. 

Ford Motor has issued a recall 
notice for 870, 701 F-150 trucks 
in the US that could potentially 
experience a wiring-related 
problem with their electric 
parking brakes.

In a safety recall report to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), the 
automaker said the rear axle 
wiring harness bundle may 
contact the rear axle housing 
in the affected vehicles, leading 
to unexpected activation of the 
electric parking brake.

“Damaged electric parking 
brake wiring may lead to inad-
vertent parking brake applica-
tion while driving, potentially 
resulting in loss of control of 
the vehicle and increasing 
the risk of a crash, “ NHTSA 
mentioned.

The 870, 701 trucks that 
could be affected are from the 
model years 2021 to 2023 and 
have single exhaust systems. 
The recalled automobiles were 
manufactured during a three-
year period. 

According to the report, 
owners of impacted F-150 
pickups will receive letters 
advising them of the recall 
and the repair for the issue 
beginning September 11, the 
same date dealers will receive 
a notification.

Foxconn and Karnataka 
govt signed LOI project 
worth 5000 cr

Arun Kumar Rao
Bengaluru 

In a remarkable development, 
the Karnataka government met 
with Foxconn Chairman Young 
Liu and signed the Letter of 
Intent (LOI) for 2 marquee 
projects in the state, securing 
investments worth 5000 cr. The 
2 projects would create employ-
ment opportunities for 13,000 
people in the Karnataka state. 

The signing ceremony took 
place between the Government 
of Karnataka and Foxconn at 
Hotel Leela Palace in Chen-
nai.  M.B.Patil, Minster for 
Large & Medium Industries 
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment, Government of Karna-
taka, Priyank Kharge, Hon’ble 
Minister for IT & BT, Rural 
Development & Panchayat Raj, 
Dr. E.V. Ramana Reddy , Addi-
tional Chief Secretary to Depart-
ment of Electronics Information 
Technology Biotechnology and 
Science & Technology and Ms. 
Gunjan Krishna , Commissioner 
for Industrial Development , 
Department of Industries & 
Commerce, Government of 
Karnataka were present. 

Tork motors sets 
up first experience 
zone in Bengaluru

Arun Kumar Rao
Bengaluru 

TORK Motors, India’s first elec-
tric motorcycle manufacturer, 
has inaugurated its first Expe-
rience Zone in Bengaluru an-
nouncing its entry into the state 
of Karnataka and this 3S facil-
ity will be home to the brand’s 
KRATOS-R motorcycle and 
will offer sales and after sales 
services to consumers in the 
region. The new facility will cater 
to the existing and potential 
customers in and around the city 
of Bengaluru and help establish 
TORK Motors’ footprint in the 
state. Customers will be able to 
get up- close with the KRATOS-
R and gain an immersive ex-
perience of India’s first electric 
motorcycle through compre-
hensive test rides. On this occa-
sion, Kapil Shelke, Founder and 
CEO, TORK Motors, said, We 
are delighted to open our first 
Experience Zone in Bengaluru. 
The city is hailed as the country’s 
‘tech capital’ and is also a city of 
motorcyclists, making it a very 
significant market for us. 

Arun Kumar Rao
Bengaluru 

International Coffee Organi-
zation (ICO), in collaboration 
with the Coffee Board of India, 
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry, Government ofIndia, 
Government of Karnataka and 
the Coffee industry to bring the 
“5th World Coffee Conference 
(WCC) 2023” from 25th to 28th 
September 2023 at the Banga-
lore Palace, Bengaluru. WCC 
2023 announced Rohan Bopan-
na, India’s No.1 Doubles Tennis 
Player & Arjuna Awardee as its 
Brand Ambassador. Announce-
ment event Bopanna along with 
other dignitaries unveiled the 

event logo, theme and highlights 
of the most anticipated event of 
the Coffee sector. 

During the unveiling of the 
WCC 2023 Logo and Theme- 
“Sustainability through Circu-
lar Economy and Regenerative 
Agriculture” Dr. S. Selvakumar, 
IAS, Principal Secretary of the 

Commerce 
& Industries 
Department, 
Government 
of Karnata-
ka, said that, 
Karnataka is 
undoubtedly 
the Coffee 
capital of 
India, with 

a rich heritage of producing 
some of the finest coffees in 
the world. There is tremendous 
opportunity for investments 
across the coffee value chain- 
from bean to cup right from 
equipment companies, coffee 
machines, and soluble coffees 
brands as well café chains. 

FW Desk
New Delhi 

Even as the mandate is to pro-
duce & despatch coal/lignite to 
its consumers, Coal & Lignite 
Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSUs), under the guidance of 
Ministry of Coal, has taken an 
out of box initiative to produce 
sand from overburden at a much 
cheaper price. This initiative is 
not only helping in minimising 
environmental pollution due to 
sand siltation from overburden, 
but also providing an option for 
getting cheaper sand for con-
struction purpose. Production of 
sand has already started in Coal 

PSUs & a roadmap of next five 
years has been drawn to maxi-
mise the output of sand from 
Coal India Ltd. (CIL), Neyveli 
Lignite Corporation (NLCIL) 
&Singareni Collieries Company 
Ltd. (SCCL). 

The extraction of coal comes 
with a significant by-product 

known as 
Overburden. 
During open-
cast mining 
of coal, the 
strata lying 
above coal 
seam is known 
as overburden 
comprising of 
clay, alluvial 

sand & sandstone with rich 
silica content. The overburden 
is removed to expose & extract 
coal from beneath. Later, on 
completion of coal extraction, 
the overburden is used for back 
filling to reclaim the land in its 
original shape. While extracting 

overburden from top, swell fac-
tor of the volume accounts for 
20-25%. This overburden has 
traditionally been considered 
waste or burden and often dis-
carded without recognizing its 
potential value. 

However, with the growing 
focus on sustainable practices 
and the circular economy, there 
has been a shift towards explor-
ing alternative uses for over-
burden, transforming it from 
Waste to Wealth. 

The first commercial initia-
tive of such conversion was 
taken by Western Coalfields 
Ltd. (WCL), a Subsidiary of CIL, 
in its mine during 2016-17.

Dr P S
Vohra

The Ra-
jasthan 
govern-

ment passed a 
bill,a few days ago,related to the 
economic and social welfare of 
“gig” workers in the state leg-
islative assembly .The discus-
sion about such laws started to 
gain momentum nationwide, 
highlighting the importance of 
providing economic security 
for those working in the un-
organized sectors.The social 
existence of a person working in 
the unorganized sector, which 
is a very large part of Indian 
society, is possible only when 
he gets the economic security 
of his basic needs. He depends 
on day-to-day employment for 
himself and his family, but his 
problem is that despite sacri-
ficing his life, he does not get 
any kind of financial security 
from his employer or institu-
tion towards his future. Under 
this, neither he has the option 
of monthly financial savings 
through investment in the 
provident fund nor any kind 
of insurance facility in case of 
accidents. Apart from this, the 
inability of the family to get 
any kind of financial facility 
after the sudden death of a 
worker working in the unor-
ganized sector is also a pain 
that a large section of society 
has been holding on to it for 
the last several years.During 
the lockdown due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, the sight of 
crowds on the streets for days 
highlighted this suffering, as 
gig workers were compelled 
to walk back to their villages 
due to the lack of economic 
and social security in the cit-
ies. Notably, Rajasthan is the 
only state in the country that 
has implemented provisions 
related to the economic and 

social welfare of gig workers 
through this bill. The Gehlot 
government had presented 
these provisions in the budget 
of February 2023, and it was 
unanimously passed last week.

It is also a fact that generally 
every other person in society 
might not know the meaning of 
the word “gig,” but these days, 
they are hearing it frequently in 
their surroundings. In reality, 
another word closely related to 
the term “gig” is “freelancer.” 
Since the economic reforms 
of the 1990s, there has been 
a significant increase in the 
popularity of technology and 
management degrees among 
Indian youth specially over the 
last two to three decades. In re-
cent years, it has been observed 
that the youth do not want to tie 
their qualifications to a single 
institution for an extended 
period and prefer flexibility 
due to financial reasons and 
the distance from home to the 
cities. Consequently, they have 
started giving priority to jobs 
where they can connect with 
various organizations at the 
same time. During the coro-
navirus pandemic, when big 
companies established a “work 
from home” culture in Indian 
society, the trend of freelanc-
ing became quite prevalent. 
On the other hand, it is also 
observed that companies them-
selves have given more priority 
to such employees because it 
reduced their financial costs. 
Currently, there are around 
15 crore people working as 
freelancers in various compa-
nies in the country, primar-
ily in IT, BPO, FMCG, phar-
maceuticals, manufacturing, 
marketing, branding, online 
education, transportation, and 
accounting fields. According 
to various experts, in the next 
two to three years, there is a 
possibility of a growth of one 
and a half to two percent in the 

GDP through freelancing. They 
also predict that in the coming 
years, gig work will provide 
employment to nearly 30 to 
35 crore people. However, at 
present, the number of such 
employees in big companies 
is around ten percent.

These days, the term “gig” is 
also representing those laborers 
in Indian society who are ac-
tively involved in various start-
ups, playing a significant role 
in the development of modern 
India, and in reality, they are 
the backbone of these startups. 
In the current era of modern-
ization, India’s new entrepre-
neurs are trying to take credit 
for the fact that the most skilled 
workforce in the world is found 
in India. In big cities, when a 
customer get their preferred 
food items delivered within ten 
minutes of placing an order, 
it proves that companies like 
Swiggy, Zomato, and others 
are investing significantly in 
research and development for 
their workers. Similarly, in big 
cities, when a taxi is available 
to a customer within five to 
ten minutes through mobile 
applications like Ola and Uber, 
it saves them from the hassles of 
public transportation and also 
eliminates the risk of getting 
lost on unfamiliar routes. In 
addition to this, in big cities, 
using a virtual card, customers 
can have their preferred veg-
etables delivered by a delivery 
boy without any inconvenience, 

making it prevalent for them to 
be available at their doorstep 
in the morning. Moreover, in 
big cities spanning 30 to 40 
kilometers, courier services are 
also available in a single day. 
All these people working in 
these startups are also called 
“gig workers” who are in reality 
similar to the workers working 
in the unorganized sector in 
various economic and social 
facilities.

The Rajasthan government 
has passed a bill in the legis-
lative assembly to ensure the 
economic and social welfare 
of gig workers associated with 
various startups, making it a 
significant step for all gig work-
ers in the country. According 
to the Rajasthan government, 
approximately 3-4 lakh people 
are currently engaged in such 
employment in Rajasthan. 
This law guarantees various 
economic and social security 
measures for all gig workers. 
Under its main provisions, 
the Rajasthan government 
will register all these workers 
on a portal and provide them 
with a unique code for indi-
vidual identification. Through 
this portal, all registered gig 
workers will have direct access 
to the various social and eco-
nomic welfare benefits offered 
by the Rajasthan government. 
Startups will also have to invest 
a specific amount in the Em-
ployee Welfare Fund. Failure 
to do so can result in penalties, 

including an annual interest 
rate of 12 percent and fines 
ranging from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 
lakh, as mentioned in the legal 
provisions. The maximum limit 
for this penalty is fifty lakhs 
rupees. The bill also proposes 
the establishment of a welfare 
board for gig workers.

The movie “Zwigato,” featur-
ing comedian Kapil Sharma, 
sensitively portrays the strug-
gles and realities faced by gig 
workers in startups. Several 
poignant scenes in the film 
depict gig workers delivering 
orders with multiple packages 
and inquiring about additional 
charges, only to be told that 
the charge is per package. It 
also highlights how gig workers 
consider themselves fortunate 
when they manage to reach 
home early one day. In this film, 
the children of a gig worker ask 
their father why he doesn’t take 
up another job? Many sensi-
tive scenes like this portray the 
real-life struggles and financial 
situations of gig workers.The 
Rajasthan government, under 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, 
has been in discussions for 
various social welfare schemes 
across the country, starting with 
an expansion of healthcare-
related facilities. Now, with the 
passing of the law concerning 
the economic security of gig 
workers, it has further extended 
the scope of social welfare. In 
a democratic society, it is the 
government’s responsibility 
to ensure the economic and 
social well-being of marginal-
ized sections of society. The 
passing of these provisions in 
Rajasthan raises the question 
of whether other states will fol-
low suit and implement similar 
legal measures for the welfare 
of gig workers.

Dr. P.S. Vohra , Academician, 
Financial Thinker & 

Newspaper Columnist , Views 
are personal 

Arun Kumar Rao
Munich, Germany

With the growing amount of 
electronic waste generated by 
consumers, industry and other 
sectors, it is critical to address 
this specific environmental 
issue. Reducing the carbon 
footprint and promoting sus-
tainability are therefore key to 
achieving climate goals and 
improving environmental pro-
tection. This is why Infineon 
Technologies AG (FSE: IFX 
/ OTCQX: IFNNY) is taking 
another important step to-
wards a greener future with the 
introduction of Soluboard®, a 
recyclable and biodegradable 
printed circuit board (PCB) 
substrate based on natural 
fibers and a halogen-free 
polymer. The product was 
developed by UK start-up Jiva 
Materials and helps to reduce 
the carbon footprint of the 
electronics industry, Company 
press statement said here.

Soluboard’s plant-based 

PCB material is made from 
natural fibers, which have a 
much lower carbon footprint 
than the traditional glass-
based fibers. The organic 
structure is enclosed in a non-
toxic polymer that dissolves 
when immersed in hot water, 
leaving only compostable or-
ganic material. This not only 
eliminates PCB waste, but also 
allows the electronic compo-
nents soldered to the board 
to be recovered and recycled. 
By using Soluboard for its 
demo and evaluation boards, 
Infineon is making another 
important contribution to the 
testing of sustainable designs 
in the electronics industry.

45% job-seeking graduates meet 
India’s industry demands: Study

Bosch Limited registers 12.8 pc 
profit before tax in Q1 FY 2023-24

Revenue from operations up 17.3% as compared to last year

Ford issues recall notice for over 800K F-150 trucks in US

Overburden to Sand: Waste to Wealth-A 
Unique initiative by Coal & Lignite PSUs 

Gig workers in Rajasthan are legally protected

Bengaluru hosts the ‘5th World Coffee Conference 2023’, provides 
unparalleled business opportunities for Global Coffee Stakeholders

FMCG, Retail witness 23% decline 
in new job opportunities: Naukri

Infineon uses recyclable PCBs from Jiva Materials 
to minimize electronic waste and carbon 
footprint of demo and evaluation boards
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164th Income 
Tax Day cele-
brated on 24th 

July 2023. On this 
day , for the first time, tax on 
income was collected in India. 
In 1857, the Indians tried to get 
independence in an organized 
way, due to which the British 
rule suffered a huge loss, which 
was compensated by imposing 
income tax.

Even though it has been more 
than 7 decades since the coun-
try got independence. Still, the 
number of income tax filers is 
nominal. Still, income tax is not 
deposited by many business-
men. Not only this, business-
men also do not file income tax 
returns. Due to this reason, there 
has been an increase of only 
1.63 percent in the number of 
income tax payers in the last 5 
years. However, there has been 
an increase of 73 percent in the 
case of personal tax deposits and 
this success has been achieved by 
the Income Tax Department due 
to technology, because now both 
salaried and non-salaried indi-
viduals cannot hide the interest 
income earned in the bank. Now 
everyone will have to pay tax on 
such income.

Only 6.2 per cent of the less 
than 70 million taxpayers in 
India file income tax returns, 
more than 5.5 per cent file zero 
tax returns, while about 60 per 
cent of the taxable population 
in the USA file income tax 
returns. While only 0.70 per 
cent of the taxable population 
in India pays income tax. In 
this country with a population 
of about 140 crores, the number 
of people who pay 30 per cent 
income tax is only 60.8 lakhs & 

they have Rs 10 lakhs income per 
annum, whereas in the financial 
year 2021-22 this number was 
48 lakhs.

In India, 6.2 percent of about 
70 million people file income 
tax returns, while 59.9 percent 
in USA, 56 percent in Britain, 
58 percent in France and 9.8 
percent in China. People pay less 
tax in India when the tax rate 
here is very less as compared to 
developed countries. The tax rate 
is 54 per cent in Canada, 51.6 per 
cent in the USA, 49 per cent in 
France, 47 per cent in Italy, 45 
per cent in South Africa, China, 
Japan and Germany, 40 per cent 
in the UK and 37 per cent in 
India. In many countries of the 
world, almost no income tax is 
collected. Countries like Malta, 
Cyprus, Andorra, Singapore, 
Antigua, Luxembourg, Iceberg, 
Ireland, Mauritius, Monaco, 
Switzerland, Bahamas, Bermuda 
etc. fall in this category.

In developed countries the 
income tax rate is high and at 
the same time, nominal tax is 
collected in a few countries, how-
ever, the facilities provided to the 
citizens are many times more and 
better than the facilities provided 
in India. Apart from this, indirect 
tax in India is also collected from 
the direct taxpayers. If direct 
and indirect taxes are combined, 
then a person paying 30 percent 
income tax has to spend more 
than 50 percent of his income in 
paying taxes to the government. 
Due to such a situation, neither 
development is taking place in 
the country nor citizens are get-
ting better facilities.

In the financial year 2021-22, 
the number of taxpayers paying 
more than Rs.1 lakh in the coun-
try is 30,08,033, taxpayers paying 
tax between Rs.1 and 10 lakh are 

27,93,463, the number of people 
paying income tax between Rs.10 
and Rs.50 lakh is 1,96,535, the 
number of people who paid tax 
between Rs.50 lakh and Rs.1 
crore was 12,963 and the number 
of people who paid income tax 
more than Rs.1 crore was 5,072. 
According to the figures of the 
financial year 2021-22, the per-
centage of those earning less than 
Rs.2.5 lakh in the country is 57 
percent, while the percentage of 
those earning Rs.2.5 to Rs.5 lakh 
is 18 percent, the percentage of 
those earning Rs.5 to Rs.10 lakh 
is 17 percent, those earning Rs.10 
to Rs.50 lakh. 7 percent and 1 
percent of those earning more 
than 50 lakhs.

According to the data avail-
able till August 2020, Uttar 
Pradesh is at the first place with 
a share of 18 percent in income 
tax filers, Bihar at the second 
place with a contribution of 10 
percent and Madhya Pradesh 
at the third place with a share 
of 8 percent. Maharashtra and 
Rajasthan are at the fourth posi-
tion with a share of 6 per cent 
each. These figures show that the 
people of Bimaru states are bet-
ter than the developed states in 
terms of depositing income tax.

Salaried people in India pay 
the maximum tax, while non-
salaried people, which include 

professionals such as doctors, 
lawyers, chartered accountants, 
architects and businessmen, pay 
less tax. According to an esti-
mate, non-salaried individuals 
in the country file an income 
tax return of Rs 31,500 on an 
average, while salaried individu-
als file an income tax return of 
over Rs 90,000. 96 percent of 
non-salaried people file income 
tax returns of less than Rs 10 
lakh, while 88 percent of salaried 
people file income tax returns of 
less than Rs 5 lakh.

In our country, non-salaried 
people get many exemptions in 
income tax, due to which their 
tax liability is less, in spite of 
this, some businessmen do tax 
evasion. Having a machine in 
the factory, small businessmen 
get the benefit of 10 percent of 
the cost of the machine in the 
form of depreciation, that is, if 
a person has a machine worth 
Rs 10 lakh in his factory, he will 
get the of benefit of 10 percent 
of the cost of machine .

By the way, there are some 
other reasons for depositing less 
income tax, for example, due to 
the informal economy in India, 
a large part of economic activi-
ties is still outside the purview 
of the government monitoring 
system, due to which a section 
of businessmen do not deposit 

income tax.
Many small businesses, such 

as street vendors, daily wage 
workers, etc. fall under the in-
formal sector, due to which it 
is not easy for the government 
to track their income. Another 
reason for the low tax base in 
India is the low participation of 
women in the work force.

According to a World Bank 
report released in June 2022, 
there has been a steady decline 
in the labor force participation 
of Indian women since 2005 
and is set to fall to a low of 19 per 
cent in 2021. A large population 
of India is still dependent on 
agriculture. Since agricultural 
income is exempt under Income 
Tax, due to which almost 50 
percent of farmers do not file 
Income Tax Returns.

In the old and new tax re-
gime, income tax has to be paid 
only when the income is above 
a certain limit. In the old tax 
system, no income tax has to 
be paid to those earning up to 
Rs.5 lakh. The annual income 
of a large population in India is 
less than 5 lakhs and those with 
this much income are exempted 
from paying income tax. Not 
only this, those whose income 
is up to 5 lakhs also refrain from 
filing income tax returns.

Obviously, bringing infor-
mal businesses and workers into 
the tax net will benefit both the 
country and the general public. 
Therefore, businessmen should 
be encouraged to self-register 
their businesses with the gov-
ernment machinery and comply 
with tax laws. The Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) system can 
also help in this task. Deposit-
ing income tax regularly can get 
financial help from the bank and 
can also get the benefit of gov-

ernment schemes. With the help 
of GST, the benefit of deposit of 
input tax can be availed and the 
large buyers can get benefit in 
continuation of supply.

High earners can be identified 
with the help of bank transac-
tions, credit cards, property pur-
chases, etc. to bring them under 
the income tax net. The income 
of some farmers is in lakhs and 
crores of rupees, but they do not 
pay taxes. Tax base can also be 
increased by bringing agricultural 
income into the tax net.

Collecting tax at source in the 
course of purchase of certain 
goods and services can also iden-
tify potential taxpayers. Many 
people in the country earn huge 
amount every year, but they steal 
without any fear. Currently TCS 
is collected on expensive mo-
tor vehicles, gold jewelery or 
money transferred abroad etc. 
but the scope can be extended 
to consumer durables, domestic 
luxury travel, stay in expensive 
hotels etc.

It can be said that there are 
many anomalies related to in-
come tax in our country. Salaried 
people are paying tax, but some 
professionals and businessmen 
are evading tax. There are also 
some loopholes in the matter, 
for example, the government 
has failed to collect taxes from 
the businessmen working in the 
informal sector. Along with this, 
the taxpayers who are depositing 
taxes are not getting the expected 
facilities, due to which there 
is a lot of anger in their mind 
about the way and system of 
the government.

Satish Singh, 
Ahmedabad based Senior 

Columnist, Views are 
personal.

Growing Dissatisfaction with Mismatched Tax Collection

NewDelhi: A delegation of 
Federation of Indian Micro, 
Small & Medium Enterprises 
(FISME) called upon the Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman on Tuesday seeking 
prioritisation of medium-sized 
enterprises in the economic de-
velopment of India.

The FM extended her support 
to a collaborative effort between 
the Federation of Indian Micro, 
Small & Medium Enterprises 
(FISME) and IFCI Ltd to estab-
lish the ‘Center of Excellence for 
Aspiring SMEs. The initiative 
aims to address the specific needs 
and challenges faced by Small 
and Medium-sized Enterprises 
(SMEs) in India.

The delegation was led by Ra-
jendra Agrawal, Member of Par-
liament and Convenor of Friends 
of MSMEs in Parliament, along 
with FISME’s office bearers as 

they discussed the pressing is-
sues faced by the MSME sector 
with the FM.

Currently, India boasts around 
6 crore MSMEs, out of which 
only 25,000 are categorized as 
medium-sized industries. These 
medium-sized enterprises have 
distinct financial, technological, 
and regulatory requirements, 
differentiating them from both 
traditional MSMEs and large 

enterprises. FISME highlighted 
that various constraints impede 
the growth of micro and small 
enterprises, preventing them 
from transitioning into medium-
sized entities. This phenomenon, 
often referred to as the ‘Missing 
Middle,’ poses challenges to the 
sector’s overall growth and long-
term sustainability.

To bridge this gap and foster 
growth in aspiring SMEs, the 

proposed Center of Excellence 
for Aspiring SMEs will act as a 
crucial interface between Indian 
SMEs and foreign companies, 
with a special focus on joint ven-
tures with Taiwan, South Korea, 
and Japan. The Center will of-
fer essential services, including 
technology interface for aspiring 
SMEs, allowing them to access 
modern technology for higher 
productivity and competitive-
ness. It will also provide much-
needed financial and manage-
ment advisory services, equipping 
these enterprises to become ready 
for SME Exchange listing.

The FISME delegation, com-
prising Dinesh Singhal (Chair-
man, Policy Committee & MD, 
Kanohar Electricals Ltd), Neeraj 
Kedia (Chairman, Banking & 
Finance Committee, and MD, 
Chkaradhar Chemicals Pvt Ltd), 
Mohan Suresh (Chairman, Intl 

Trade Committee, and MD, 
Technospark Pvt Ltd), and Anil 
Bhardwaj (Secretary General, 
FISME), emphasized the urgency 
of addressing these constraints. 
IFCI Ltd, a long-standing statu-
tory financial institution with a 
history of over seven decades, 
currently focuses on providing 
advisory and consulting services 
to various industries, including 
managing 13 PLI schemes.

The collaborative decision 
to establish the ‘IFCI-FISME 
Center of Excellence for Aspiring 
SMEs’ signifies their dedication 
to empowering the sector and 
fostering a conducive ecosystem 
for its development. The joint 
initiative aims to enhance the 
growth prospects of aspiring 
SMEs, providing them with the 
necessary support and resources 
to contribute significantly to In-
dia’s economic activities.

New Delhi: India and the 
Latin America and the Carib-
bean (LAC) region should aim 
to double their trade to USD 
100 billion by 2027, external 
affairs minister S Jaishankar 
said on Thursday.

Addressing the inaugural 
session of the India-LAC Con-
clave organised by the external 
affairs ministry and the Con-
federation of Indian Industry 
(CII), union minister said that 
the two sides should also look 
at negotiating mobility agree-
ments since legal mobility is 
becoming increasingly impor-
tant and mutually beneficial in 
a knowledge economy.

As per reports, the trade 
between the two regions was 
worth nearly USD 50 billion 
in 2022-23, and India’s ex-
ports to Brazil stood at USD 
10 billion, almost double the 
exports to Japan.

The EAM suggested a plan 
with four pillars for intensi-
fied trade and economic en-
gagement between India and 
LAC countries. “The two sides 
should look at supply chain di-
versification since the Covid-19 
pandemic had highlighted the 
need for resilient supply chains 
for redundant sourcing, diver-
sified production, and food 
and energy security”, he said.

He added that given India’s 
status as the fifth largest econ-
omy and the country’s rising 
demand for oil, gas, strategic 
minerals and food, the two 

sides should work on resource 
partnerships.

“The two sides should share 
developmental experiences, 
including digital capabilities, 
health solutions and agricul-
tural practices. In this context, 
India can provide customised 
training and exchanges for 
LAC countries,” Jaishankar 
said.

Referring to importance 
of mobility arrangements 
for professionals, Jaishankar 
said, “We are willing to work 
with LAC countries to make 
movement easier between our 
businesses and our people.”

The business conclave is 
part of India’s upgraded en-
gagement with LAC countries 
in recent years. India’s top 
leaders have made 34 visits 
to the region in the past nine 
years, including four by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

New Delhi : In the next 
seven year India’s GDP will 
touch USD 6 trillion, and per 
capita income will increase to 
USD 4,000 by 2030, Standard 
Chartered Bank Research said 
in a report on Friday.

India›s GDP currently stands 
at about USD 3.5 trillion and 
per capita income at USD 2,450 
during CY 2022. While India 
turning into the third largest 
economy by the end of the de-
cade is a known narrative, its 
potential transition to an upper-
middle- income economy from 
a lower-middle- income is an 
under-appreciated theme, the 
report said. India›s drivers of 
growth will be consistent policy 
reforms, macro stability, healthy 
financial sector, large share of 

working population, digitali-
sation and political stability, 
public capex push, it added.

The report further said that 
several states are likely to be far 
wealthier than the national aver-
age by 2030 and household con-
sumption expenditure may be 
similar to India’s current GDP 
levels by then. These include 
states like Telangana, Delhi, 
Karnataka, Haryana, Gujarat 
and Andhra Pradesh, among 
others. «We believe more mea-

sures to address job creation, 
infra gap, income inequality, 
climate challenges could fur-
ther boost India’s growth pros-
pects,» it added. According to 
the United Nations, as many 
as 415 million Indians moved 
out of poverty in the 15-year 
period between 2005-2006 and 
2019-2021. The latest update 
of the global Multidimensional 
Poverty Index (MPI), which 
was released by the United Na-
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Oxford Pov-
erty and Human Development 
Initiative (OPHI) at the Uni-
versity of Oxford earlier this 
month, said that 25 countries, 
including India, successfully 
halved their global MPI values 
within15 years.

Forex reserves drop by USD 3 bn to USD 603.87 
bn in 2nd consecutive weekly decline
Mumbai: India’s forex reserves dropped by USD 3.165 billion 
to USD 603.87 billion for the week ended July 28, the RBI said 
on Friday. This is the second consecutive 
weekly drop in the reserves after the USD 
1.987 billion decline to USD 607.035 billion 
in the previous reporting week, In October 
2021, the country’s forex kitty reached an all-
time high of USD 645 billion. The reserves 
took a hit as the central bank deployed the 
kitty to defend the rupee amid pressures caused majorly by global 
developments since last year.

New Delhi : One of the top 
public sector banks (PSBs), Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB), Bank 
of Maharashtra and Union Bank 
of India are the banks with the 
maximum number of collateral-
free MSME loans up to Rs 10 
lakh and Rs 10 lakh to Rs 25 
lakh as of March 2023, said 
Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma, 
Minister of State for MSME in 
a written reply to a question in 
the Lok Sabha.

In the list of 12 PSBs, PNB 
led the tally with 18 lakh loans 
amounting to Rs 27,124 crore.

It is followed by 15.20 lakh 
loans involving Rs 22,783 crore 

by Bank of Maharashtra and 
14.64 lakh loans involving Rs 
20,351 crore by Union Bank of 
India as of March 2023 under 
the up to Rs 10 lakh collateral-
free loan category. 

Within the Rs 10 lakh loan 
vertical, loans from State Bank 

of India stood at 9.92 lakh in-
volving Rs 17,406 crore while 
another leading PSB Bank of 
Baroda had 13.66 lakh loans 
amounting to Rs 21,543 crore 
outstanding as of March 2023. 

SBI and Bank of Baroda 
had 54,753 and 44,062 loans 

amounting to Rs 6,869 crore 
and Rs 5,372 crore outstanding 
as of March 2023 respectively. 

The Minister further in his 
response said, “All scheduled 
commercial banks (exclud-
ing Regional Rural Banks) 
are mandated not to accept 
collateral security in the case 
of loans up to Rs 10 lakh ex-
tended to units in the MSE 
sector. Banks are also advised 
to extend collateral-free loans 
up to Rs 10 lakh to all units 
financed under the Prime 
Minister’s Employment Gen-
eration Programme (PMEGP) 
administered by KVIC.”

Mumbai: Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) may keep the policy 
rate unchanged in the monetary 
policy review next week in spite 
of mounting inflation. 

The six-member Monetary 
Policy Committee headed by 
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das 
will meet from August 8 -10. 
The monetary policy review will 
be announced on August 10. 
Professor NR Bhanumurthy, 
Vice-Chancellor, Ambedkar 
School of Economics University, 
Bengaluru, told news agency 
PTI that although consumer 
price index-based inflation is ris-
ing, mainly due to food inflation, 
credit demand remains stable.

I don’t think RBI will ignore 
it. It will probably maintain the 

status quo on the interest rate. 
He said retail inflation may be 
around 5.5% due to seasonality 
and if we remove it, it will be 
around 4 to 4.5%. It is notewor-
thy that retail inflation increased 

to 4.81% in June from 4.31% in 
May. Siddharth Sanyal, Chief 
Economist, Bandhan Bank, said 
that curiosity about the next MPC 
meeting has definitely increased. 
He said the MPC maintained 

the status quo in the policy rate 
in the April-June quarter after 
hiking the interest rate in the 
previous fiscal. The move paid off 
with consumer price index-based 
inflation falling below five percent 
in the summer months. The RBI 
had raised the key policy rate repo 
by an overall 2.5% through May 
2022 to control inflation, before 
leaving the rate unchanged in 
April.

The US Federal Reserve re-
cently raised the interest rate 
by 0.25% points to 5.25-5.5%, 
taking it to the highest level in 
several years. The European 
Central Bank has also increased 
the interest rate by 0.25%. Due 
to this, its main rate has become 
3.75%. 

New Delhi: As the process 
for the withdrawal of the Rs 
2000-currency notes con-
tinues, the RBI on Tuesday 
said that 88 per cent of the 
high-value denomination 
banknotes in circulation have 
been returned to banks till 
July 31. The total value of 
Rs 2000 notes in circulation, 
which was Rs 3.62 lakh crore 
till March 31, had come down 
to Rs 3.56 lakh crore by May 
19. As per the latest data from 
banks, the total value of the 
Rs 2000 notes received back 
from circulation till July 31 is 
Rs 3.14 lakh crore -- 88 per 
cent of the total. Presently, 

the Rs 2000 banknote still in 
circulation stands at Rs 0.42 
lakh crore, said the RBI. The 
central banks’ data indicates 
that of the total banknotes 
in Rs 2000 denomination 
received back from circu-
lation, around 87 per cent 
was in the form of depos-
its and the rest 13 per cent 
were exchanged into other 
denomination notes. The 
RBI has urged the people to 
utilise the next two months 
to deposit or exchange the Rs 
2000 banknotes still held by 
them to avoid any rush before 
the deadline of September 
30, 2023.

Kulbir Singh Kalsi
Ludhiana 

Axis Bank, one of the largest pri-
vate sector banks in India, , an-
nounced the launch of ‘Sampann’, 
a premium banking proposition 
specifically curated for the growth 
focused and progressive customer 
segment based in rural and semi-
urban regions. This new offering 
is part of Axis Bank’s ongoing 
commitment to the customer cen-
tric model for RUSU (Rural and 
semi-urban) customers. Sampann 
is part of Axis Bank’s mission to 
cater to the new-age Bharat and 
ensure that they have curated and 
easy access to financial solutions.

Through Sampann, Axis Bank 
will offer exclusive benefits such 
as discounts on farming devices, 
agriculture inputs like pesti-
cides, seeds and a wide range 
of value-add services like crop 
advisory, weather forecasting, 
and real-time information about 
mandi prices etc. It will also 
facilitate credit accessibility to 
the customers by giving them 
discounts on processing fees for 
agri loans, gold loans, tractor 
funding, auto and two-wheeler 
loans. 

FW Desk
New Delhi 

The Public Issue of secured, 
rated, listed, redeemable non-
convertible debentures by Pow-
er Finance Corporation Limited, 
a Company registered with the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) as 
a non-deposit taking systemi-
cally important Non-Banking 
Financial Company (NBFC), 
classified as an Infrastructure 
Finance Company (IFC) on July 
28, 2010, with a belief that its 
NBFC and IFC classifications 
enables it to effectively capitalize 
on available financing oppor-

tunities in the Indian power 
sector, listed on the BSE. 

The issue was oversub-
scribed 5.65 times garnering 
Rs 2,824.48 crore. The NCD 
has a face value of Rs. 1,000 
each. The base issue size is Rs. 
500 crores with a green shoe 
option of up to Rs. 4,500 crore, 

aggregating up to Rs. 5,000 
crore (“Tranche I Issue”), which 
is within the shelf limit of Rs. 
10,000 crore (“Issue”).

The HNI Category was the 
most subscribed with 8.99 
times, followed by Non-Insti-
tutional Category with 3.58 
times. Institutional Category 
was subscribed 2.50 times, 
whereas, Retail Category was 
subscribed 2.09 times. Issue 
opened on Friday, July 21, 2023 
and was scheduled to close on 
Friday, July 28, 2023. The is-
sue was early closed on July 
26, 2023 by exercising option 
of early closure.

MSME delegation urges FinMin to prioritize 
Medium Enterprises for Economic Growth

India & LAC Region should target $100 
bn trade by 2027 says S Jaishankar

India’s GDP to double by 2030, will touch  
$6 trillion: Standard Chartered Bank

RBI Likely To Maintain Status Quo On Policy 
Rate Despite Rising Inflation: Experts

PNB, Bank of Maharashtra lead in collateral-free MSME loans in FY23 Power Finance Corporation’s Non-Convertible Debentures lists on BSE

Axis Bank launches ‘Sampann’ 
premium banking services for 
Rural and Semi-Urban customers

88% of Rs 2000 notes returned 
to banks till July 31: RBI
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As the Pakistan government is 
readying to bring in an interim 
setup with a mandate to hold 
elections within 90 days, Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has 
hinted towards a delay in the 
polls, creating a rift within his 
coalition partners.

The visible rift, as seen on vari-
ous social media posts, is exposing 
the lack of talks and closed door 
consultations between Sharif’s 
Pakistan Muslim League–Nawaz 
(PML-N)) party and its major 
coalition partnerPakistan People 
Party (PPP), The premier has 
said that elections will be held 
only on the basis of the 2023 
digital census, hinting towards 
a delay between eight months 
to one year. “We have to hold 
the elections on the basis of the 
new census... When the census 
has been conducted, the polls 
should be held on its basis unless 
there is an obstacle that cannot 
be overcome. But I don’t see any 
such hurdle, “ he said during an 

interview.
Sharif’s comments have 

sparked a widespread debate as 
the PPP has made it clear that it 
would not endorse any decision 
that results delaying the polls. 
“The party has already taken a 
position on the subject that fresh 
delimitation would cause delay in 

holding gen-
eral elections 
and given 
this reason, 
the party has 
opposed it, ” 
senior PPP 
leader Nawaz 

Muhammad Yousaf Talpur said. 
“Fresh delimitations would in 
theory require four months, but 
in reality, it might take as long 
as eight months or an year, ” said 
PPP information secretary Faisal 
Kareem Kundi. Meanwhile, the 
Mutahida Qaumi Movement–
Pakistan (MQM-P) has also op-
posed the decision of going to the 
polls based on the old census.

Former US President Donald 
Trump’s attempt to derail an 
investigation into his alleged 
meddling in the 2020 presi-
dential election in the state of 
Georgia has been rejected by 
a judge, the media reported.

On Monday, Fulton County 
Superior Court Judge Robert 
McBurney rejected efforts by 
Trump’s legal team to keep 
a Georgia district attorney 
from prosecuting him and 
from using certain evidence 
gathered in her investigation 
into the case, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

In his ruling, McBurney said 
there are no grounds to dis-
qualify Fulton County District 
Attorney Fani Willis from pur-
suing her investigation. Willis 
has suggested that she may seek 
charges in the case in the com-

ing weeks. Trump’s legal team 
in Georgia had previously asked 
the court to throw out all the evi-
dence from the special purpose 
grand jury investigation and 
disqualify Willis, citing concerns 
about the constitutionality of 

special grand juries in the state 
and about “a prosecutor’s office 
that was found to have an actual 
conflict, yet continued to pursue 
the investigation”.

The special grand jury did 
not have the power to indict.

But it did issue subpoenas 
and hear from witnesses and 
issue a final report with recom-
mendations for Willis.

But despite Trump’s mount-
ing legal troubles, his status as 
the clear frontrunner for the 
2024 Republican presidential 
nomination continues un-

abated.
The former President has 

been indicted twice in the past 
four months -- once in New 
York for alleged financial crimes 
and once in a federal court on 
charges that he mishandled sen-
sitive government documents 
and obstructed an investigation.

British Pakistani 
radical preacher faces 
terror trial in May 2024

London:  A radical Islamist 
preacher with dual British and 
Pakistani nationality charged 
with three terrorism-related of-
fences will face a trial in May next 
year, a UK court ruled on Friday. 
Anjem Choudary, 56, was ar-
rested at his home in east London 
by the Metropolitan Police last 
month and charged with mem-
bership of a proscribed (banned) 
organisation, addressing meet-
ings to encourage support for 
a proscribed organisation, and 
directing a terrorist organisation 
under different sections of the 
UK’s Terrorism Act 2000.

He appeared before the Old 
Bailey court in London via a 
videolink on Friday, when a 
provisional trial date was set for 
May 20.

A Canadian national, 28-year-
old Khaled Hussein, who was 
also arrested in a related counter-
terrorism inquiry on charges of 
membership of a proscribed or-
ganisation will also face trial next 
year. Both men were remanded 
into custody to appear before 
Kingston Crown Court on Janu-
ary 5, 2024.

“On Monday, July 17, Met 
counter-terrorism detectives 
investigating alleged member-
ship of a proscribed organisation 
arrested a 56-year-old man in 
east London and a 28-year-old 
Canadian national at Heathrow 
Airport, after he arrived on a 
flight,” the Met Police had said in 
a statement at the time of charg-
ing the suspects last month. “They 
were held under Section 41 of the 
Terrorism Act 2000 and detec-
tives were granted warrants of 
further detention allowing them 
to detain the men until Monday, 
July 24,” the statement added.

The Crown Prosecution Ser-
vice (CPS) told the court at the 
time that Choudary spoke online 
to weekly small groups from June 
2022 until his arrest, giving lec-
tures on the establishment of 
an Islamic State in Britain. Co-
accused Hussein is said to have 
effectively worked for Choudary 
in Canada.

“The charges relate to the pro-
scribed organisation Al Muhajir-
oun, also known as the Islamic 
Thinkers Society. Criminal pro-
ceedings against Mr Choudary 
and Mr Hussein are now active 
and they each have the right to 
a fair trial,” said Nick Price, from 
the CPS Counter Terrorism Di-
vision.

“It is extremely important that 
there should be no reporting, 
commentary or sharing of infor-
mation online which could in any 
way prejudice these proceedings. 
The function of the CPS is not to 
decide whether a person is guilty 
of a criminal offence, but to make 
fair, independent and objective 
assessments about whether it is 
appropriate to present charges for 
a criminal court to consider,” he 
said. UK-born Choudary has been 
associated with different radical 
outfits, including the now-banned 
Islamist group Al Muhajiroun. 
He was released from London’s 
high-security Belmarsh prison 
back in 2018 where he was held 
after being convicted by the Old 
Bailey court in London in Sep-
tember 2016 for radical preaching 
and calling on Muslims to sup-
port the terrorist group.

Donald Trump pleads not guilty to charges 
of plotting to overturn 2020 election
Washington: Former US president Donald Trump has 
pleaded not guilty before an Indian-American judge to four 
charges that he plotted a criminal conspiracy to remain in 
power despite losing the November 2020 election. Donald 
Trump, 77, entered his plea on Thursday before Magistrate 
Judge Moxila Upadhyaya at a Washington, D.C., federal 
courthouse not far from the US Capitol, where the alleged 
conspiracy he’s accused of orchestrating turned violent on 
January 6, 2021.

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar 

The ShiromaniGurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee (SGPC) 
President Harjinder Singh 
Dhami has raised objection 
to the policy of the New York 
Police Department (NYPD), of 
stopping Sikh policemen from 
growing their beard. The SGPC 
President has written a letter 
in this regard to the Indian 
Ambassador to the United 
States of America (USA) 
Taranjit Singh Sandhu. He has 
also sought intervention from 
the Union Minister of External 
Affairs Dr. S. Jaishankar.

Earlier, on July 28, a news 
appeared in the section of me-
dia wherein it was reported 
State trooper CharanjotTi-

wana, based in Jamestown, 
New York, requested permis-
sion to grow his beard to the 
length of one-half inch (1.27 
centimeters) in March 2022 
for his wedding but the Ti-
wana’s request was denied on 
the basis that it posed a safety 
issue regarding the use of a gas 
mask, according to his union, 
the New York State Troopers 
Police Benevolent Association.

SGPC president on the basis 
of news in his letter to the In-
dian Ambassador to the USA, 

Harjinder Singh Dhami said 
that the NYPD policy of stop-
ping a Sikh policeman from 
growing a beard on the basis 
of safety issues is not rational.

“Stopping Sikh policemen 
from growing a beard on the 
basis that it posed a safety issue 
regarding the use of gas mask 
is wrong. Even if a Sikh trooper 
has a fully grown beard, the 
gas mask can easily be worn 
by tying the unshorn beard 
while serving on such a duty. 
An example of this is the Sikh 
soldiers serving in the Indian 
Army, one of the world’s top 
military forces”, said Dhami.

“Initiated Sikhs do not cut 
hair and keeping hair unshorn 
for a lifetime is one of the com-
mitments towards the Sikh re-
ligion and the Gurus (masters).

South Korea’s consumer price 
growth slowed for the sixth 
straight month in July to the 
lowest level in 25 months on 
the back of lower oil prices, 
data showed on Wednesday.

Consumer prices, a key 
gauge of inflation, rose 2.3 
% last month from a year ear-
lier, compared with a 2.7 % 
increase in June, according to 
the data from Statistics Korea.

It marked the lowest ad-
vance since June 2021. In 
June, inflation fell below 3 
per cent for the first time since 

September 2021, reports Yon-
hap News Agency.

Core inflation, which ex-
cludes volatile food and en-
ergy prices, rose 3.3 per cent 
on-year in July, down from a 
3.5 per cent increase tallied 
in June.

The prices of utility services 
continued to grow sharply, 
advancing 21.1 per cent over 
the period, as the state-run 
Korea Electric Power Corp. 

raised electricity bills to make 
up for its snowballing losses.

South Korea depends heav-
ily on imports for its energy 
needs.

The overall rise, however, 
was limited as prices of agri-
cultural and fishery products 
edged down 0.5 per cent on 
the back of the falling costs 
of beef and pork.

Prices of industrial prod-
ucts remained unchanged in 

July, as those of diesel and 
gasoline plunged 33.4 per 
cent and 22.8 per cent, re-
spectively, offsetting gains 
in bread that shot up 8.1 per 
cent.

The price of fuel, in particu-
lar, fell at the sharpest rate 
since the agency started com-
piling related data in 1985.

The service sector gained 
3.1 % on-year in July due to 
higher insurance and house 
management costs. Prices 
of daily necessities -- 144 
items closely related to peo-
ple’s everyday lives, such as 
food, clothing and housing 
-- climbed 1.8 per cent on-
year, slowing from a 2.3 per 
cent jump a month earlier.

Last month, the Bank of 
Korea kept its key interest 
rate unchanged at 3.5 per cent 
for the fourth straight time.

The central bank delivered 
seven consecutive rate hikes 
from April 2022 to January 
2023.

Moscow: Russia’s ruble-
based MOEX index exceeded 3, 
000 points, marking its highest 
level since February 22, 2023, 
the day before Moscow launched 
its military operation in Ukraine, 
local media reported.

The index was 0.7 per cent 
higher at 3008.61 points on 
Friday. Since the beginning of 
2023, the MOEX has increased 
by about 40 per cent. The stock 
market has demonstrated con-
sistent growth since a collapse 
following the announcement of 
partial mobilisation in Septem-
ber, 2022. Analysts told Russian 
business daily Kommersant that 
the rally had occurred due to a 
dropping ruble, rising oil prices, 
and the dividend policy of the 
country’s corporate sector. Ex-

perts expect the MOEX index to 
reach 3, 500 points by the end 
of the year, RT reported. In the 
latest trading session, shares in 
LUKOIL, Rosneft, Tatneft, Gaz-
prom Neft, and Surgutneftegaz 
were among the major oil com-
panies that demonstrated solid 
growth. Sberbank stocks rose 
by 0.6 per cent, the strongest 
among firms in the financial sec-

tor. Meanwhile, Brent crude oil, 
a global benchmark for Russia’s 
main export, was up 1 per cent 
at $83.72 per barrel, nearing 
a three-month high and sup-
porting Russian stock indexes. 
Russia’s national currency, the 
ruble, edged lower to trade at 
about 90 against the greenback, 
nearing its lowest point since 
April 2022, RT reported. 

Some media reports last week 
claimed that the Swiss embassy 
had suspended Schengen visa 
applications for Indians till 
October. However, the officials 
rejected it and clarified that 
the process continued without 
any issues

New Delhi  : The Embassy 
of Switzerland in India has 
denied reports that it has 
suspended Schengen visa ap-
pointments for Indian tour 
groups until October due to 
high volume of applications. 
“We have almost 800 daily 
appointments through the end 
of September 2023. These in-
clude 22 groups, “ the mission 
said in a statement released on 
Thursday.

Asserting that people-to-
people contact is at the core 
of Swiss-Indian relationship, 
the Embassy said that it has 
processed more visa appli-
cations in the current year 
than it did in 2019. “We have 
surpassed our pre-pandemic 
times processing level. From 

January until June, we han-
dled 129,446 applications, as 
against 120,071 during the 
same period in 2019 -- a 7.8 %  
increase.” In addition, it said 
various measures have been 
implemented since the begin-
ning of 2023 to further ease 
the visa application process 
for Indian applicants.

As per these measures, it 
would now be possible for the 
applicants to apply for their 
visa six months before their 
date of travel, as against one 
month in the past.

So, someone wishing to trav-
el in June can already apply 
for a visa in January.

Further, the Embassy has 
increased its overall capac-
ity in India. With a new Visa 
Application Centre (VAC) in 
Lucknow, there are now 13 
VACs all over India, where 
applications can be submitted.

The mission also informed 
that at present it takes “no 
more than 13 working days 
between the appointment by 
our partner VFS Global and 
the Embassy’s decision on the 

application”.
The statement of clarifica-

tion came following media 
reports on Tuesday which said 
that Indian tour operators 
were informed by the Swiss 
embassy to reschedule group 
trips to allow ample time for 
visa processing. “Swiss embas-
sies are currently dealing with 
a lack of staff, “ several media 
reports had said, citing Simon 
Bosshart, Head of Markets 
East at Switzerland Tourism.

A Schengen visa is a short-
stay visa granting individuals 
an opportunity to travel to any 
member country within the 
Schengen Area for tourism 
or business purposes for up 
to 90 days. One Schengen visa 
application costs 80 Euros or 
Rs 7,260 in India.

India had the second-high-
est number of Schengen visa 
rejections worldwide in 2022, 
leading to an estimated loss of 
Rs 87 crore on canceled trips, 
according to SchengenVisaIn-
fo.com.

Toronto: Toronto Mayor 
Olivia Chow performed bhangra 
and danced to Bollywood beats 
as she joined crowds at North 
America’s biggest Indian festival 
at the Gerrard India Bazaar 
here.

The Gerrard India Bazaar, 
which is the oldest and big-
gest Indian market in North 
America, drew a record crowd 
of over 300,000 people to its 
21st annual festival.

The Toronto mayor opened 
the festivities as the two-day 
event of food, Bollywood music, 
dance and fun attracted Indians, 
Pakistanis, whites, blacks and 
various other ethnic groups in 
Canada’s most diverse city.

Stretched over seven blocks 
on Gerrard Street, the bazaar 
remained jam- packed as fun-
seekers, food and music lovers 
and shoppers thronged shops, 

food stalls and stages as Bolly-
wood music blared from loud-
speakers.

The organisers also intro-
duced ̀ Cricket Gully’ this year 
to introduce Canadians to In-
dia’s most favourite sport.

“Over 300, 000 people, in-
cluding more than 40 percent 
of non-Indian background, at-
tended the festival this year. It 
has become a great platform to 
introduce our culture, food and 
sport to our next generations as 
well as the mainstream, ” said 
Gerrard India Bazaar president 
Chand Kapoor. Over 300 art-
ists from various ethnic back-
grounds performed during the 
two-day festival. “We have never 
seen so much diversity of per-
formers. Everybody seems to 
be drawn to Bollywood, ” said 
Gerrard India Bazaar executive 
director Tasneem Bandukwala.

Spain-based Indian 
held from Delhi for 
terror funding 
New Delhi: The State Special 
Operation Cell (SSOC) of Punjab 
Police on Thursday said it has 
arrested a Spain-based Indian 
national Harjeet Singh from the 
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port in New Delhi in connection 
with terror financing and involve-
ment in planning to execute tar-
getted killings in the state. The 
police have also arrested Harjeet’s 
close-associate, Amrinder Singh, 
alias Bunty, from his home dis-
trict Khanna. The development 
came in less than a week after 
Punjab Police busted a target 
killing module with the arrest 
of five module members handled 
by foreign entities linked to Kha-
listan Liberation Force (KLF). 
Divulging details, AIG SSOC, 
SAS Nagar, Ashwani Kapur, said 
they had received an input that 
Harjeet Singh, a native of village 
Ghanshampur in Gurdaspur, had 
come to India around a month 
ago and is involved in activities 
of terror financing and also plan-
ning to execute few target killings 
in the state.

Amritsar: People in Punjab 
have sweet memories of Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and his wife Sophie 
Gregoire’s maiden visit to Am-
ritsar in November 2018 during 
which they offer prayers at the 
Golden Temple, Sikhism’s holi-
est shrine that gets millions of 
visitors annually .

Dressed in Indian clothes 
with their heads covered, the 
Trudeau couple, along with their 
children, bowed before the holy 
book of the Sikhs and tried their 
hand at making chappatis at 
the ‘langar’ as they spent over 
an hour at the shrine.

Responding to an announce-
ment by the Trudeau couple 
over their separation, the media 
advisor to former Punjab Chief 
Minister Captain Amarinder 
Singh, Raveen Thukral tweeted 
on Thursday: “And they sepa-
rate…memories when Justin 
Trudeau & Sophie were together 
in Amritsar with @capt_ama-
rinder in 2018. Lovely family, 
sad to see them drift apart.”

Thukral, who is currently 
residing in Canada and was 
attached with the Chief Min-

ister during the Prime Min-
ister’s visit, shared photos of 
the Trudeau family from his 
collection regarding their visit 
to Amritsar when they Captain 
Amarinder Singh, who had 
initially refused to meet the 
Canadian leader, claiming his 
cabinet members supported 
the formation of Khalistan.

With 800, 000 Sikhs calling 
Canada home, the largest Sikh 
diaspora, the roots of the first 
Sikh in Canada dating back 
to the 1800s. The Sikh com-
munity is very active in Cana-
dian politics. Their influence 
is reflected in Trudeau’s first 
cabinet, which was represented 
by four out of 40 ministers.

Prominent Sikhs outside 

the government include 
NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh 
and Conservative finance 
critic Jasraj Singh Hallan. 
Sophie Gregoire announced 
on Wednesday that she and 
the Prime Minister, who 
have been married 18 years, 
have decided to separate. The 
couple, in statements posted on 
Instagram, said they made the 
decision after “many meaning-
ful and difficult conversations”. 
A statement from the Prime 
Minister’s office said they both 
have signed a legal separation 
agreement.

“They remain a close fam-
ily, and Sophie and the prime 
minister are focused on raising 
their kids in a safe, loving and 

collaborative environment, ” the 
statement said. “The family will 
be together on vacation, begin-
ning next week.” The Prime 
Minister’s Office requested 
respect for their privacy. The 
couple got married in 2005 
and they have three children, 
15-year-old Xavier, 14-year-old 
Ella-Grace and nine-year-old 
Hadrien. The youngest one had 
to skip the Golden Temple visit 
as he was not well.

Justin Trudeau is the second 
Canadian Prime Minister to 
announce a separation while 
in office.

Bodies of three Nepalese 
pilgrims recovered from 
flash flood & landslide site 
in Kedarnath Yatra Route

Kathmandu: Bodies of 
three Nepalese pilgrims who 
were killed have been recoverd  
and eight others still missing 
after a flash flood swept away 
a hotel where they were stay-
ing near the Kedarnath temple 
area in Uttarakhand in India, a 
media report said here on Fri-
day. The bodies of at least three 
Nepalese pilgrims have been 
identified while those of eight 
others continue to remain miss-
ing following the landslide that 
hit the Kedarnath Yatra route 
in Uttarakhand due to heavy 
rains on Thursday, Nepal’s 
government-run Gorkhapatra 
daily reported.

US judge rejects Trump’s attempt 
to derail 2020 election probe 

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif 
hints at delaying elections

Russian stock market hits 17 
month high as oil prices surge

Stopping Sikhs from growing beard in NYPD, 
violation of religious freedom: Dhami

Trudeau Couple Separation : Punjabis have sweet 
memories during their visit to  Sri Harmandir Sahib

highlight

 � In statements posted 
on Instagram, said they 
made the decision after 
“many meaningful and 
difficult conversations”.

 � Canadian Prime Minister’s 
office said they both have 
signed a legal separation 
agreement.

Toronto Mayor does bhangra as record 
300,000 attend India Bazaar festival

Swiss embassy denies suspending Schengen visa appointments for IndiansS-Korea’s inflation at 25-month low
The overall rise, 
however, was 
limited as prices of 
agricultural and 
fishery products 
edged down 0.5 per 
cent on the back of 
the falling costs of 
beef and pork
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HigHligHt of tHe week1    no one can stop nation whose youth 

works with spirit of nation first: pm at 

ncc rally2  ’unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets 

aside suspension of 12 Bjp mlas from 

maha assembly3   omicron not result of recombination 

between previous variants:  
study

New Delhi: prime Minis-

ter narendra Modi on thurs-

day proposed elevating ties 

with central asia to an un-

precedented new level, guid-

ed by an “ambitious vision” 

shared by india and the five 

post-soviet republics.”our 

cooperation has achieved 

many successes over the past 

three decades. and now, at 

this crucial juncture, let us 

define an ambitious vision 

for the coming years as well,” 

pM Modi said in the first 

india-central asia summit 

held in a virtual format.
the prime Minister stressed 

the region’s security and pros-

perity can be guaranteed only 

if the india and central asian 

countries firmly bond. pM 

Modi wanted to “make it clear 

that mutual cooperation be-

tween india and central asia 

is essential for regional secu-

rity and prosperity”.
He pointed out that “cen-

tral asia is central to india’s 

vision of an integrated and 

stable extended neighbour-

hood”. central asia and West 

asia are the key pillars defin-

ing india’s doctrine of engag-

ing its “extended neighbour-

hood”.
second, the prime Min-

ister made it plain that the 

next phase of ties can be an-

chored only if the new delhi-

central asia relationship is 

firmly institutionalised at all 

levels drawing many layers 

of stakeholders. “the second 

objective is to give an effective 

structure to our cooperation. 

this will establish a framework 

of regular interactions at dif-

ferent levels and among vari-

ous stakeholders.the prime 

Minister said that the third 

objective of the summit was “to 

create an ambitious roadmap 

for our cooperation.”referring 

to the centrality of regional 

security, the prime Minister, 

specially cited the common 

concern shared by india and 

central asia to defuse turbu-

lence in afghanistan. 
“We are all concerned about 

the developments in afghani-

stan. in this context also our 

mutual cooperation has be-

come more important for re-

gional security and stability,” 

pM Modi said. analysts point 

out that the prime Minister’s 

initiative to deepen structural 

linkages with central asia has 

at least four major objectives. 

First, the new initiative seeks 

to revive the natural historical 

and civilisational ties between 

india and the region in the 

digital age. second, as india’s engage-

ment-from culture, economy, 

energy and military---deepens, 

it will serve an antidote to 

region’s critical reliance on 

china, and the temptation to 

embrace turkey, which is woo-

ing these countries on account 

of their turkic cultural roots. 

india shares this perception 

with russia, whose president, 

Vladimir putin was in new 

delhi last month. third, in-

dia sees secular central asian 

countries as bulwarks to re-

verse the tide of fundamental-

ism and extremism radiating 

from afghanistan and paki-

stan. Fourth, central asia is 

rich in natural resources-an 

element which can be fused 

in india’s atmanirbhar Bharat 

vision.the prime Minister 

spotlighted that india has 

deep relations with all of the 

central asian countries. He 

cited kazakhstan, which had 

emerged unscathed of a seri-

ous bout of internal instability, 

as an important partner in 

india’s energy security.
looking ahead, the pM 

Modi said that the summit will 

also focus on trade, connectiv-

ity, development partnership, 

culture, and people-to-people 

ties. india is keen that the 

landlocked central asia sees 

the iranian port of chabahar 

as the natural gateway to the 

indian ocean, instead of over-

relying on the pakistani ports 

of karachi and the Gwadar in 

the conduct of its seaborne 

international trade. AGeNCieS

PM flags intent to elevate India-Central Asia 

ties to a new level during first regional summitmodi saId  Central Asia is central to India’s vision 

of an integrated and stable extended 

neighbourhood  We are all concerned about the 
developments in Afghanistan. In this 

context also our mutual cooperation 

has become more important for 
regional security and stability

New Delhi: emphasising president ram nath kovinds 

compassion, two retiring majestic horses, Vikrant and Viraat, 

will be retained in the presidents Bodyguard.Both decisions, 

to retain Vikrant and Viraat, are in line with india’s high 

traditions of humane treatment of animals and aligned to 

president ram nath kovind’s own compassion for them it 

is learnt.all policies pertaining to army animals are issued 

by the army headquarters. 
Hence, presidential Bodyguard animals also follow the 

regulations of the Ministry of defence (Mod), president’s 

Bodyguard sources said.the Mod is the administrative 

ministry and only competent authority to explain queries 

pertaining to upkeep of animals.However, the president’s 

Bodyguard will be making a request to the army headquar-

ters to retain Virat in the regiment for his retired life as 

a mark of respect for his services, president’s Bodyguard 

sources said.it is learnt that another majestic horse, Vikrant, assigned 

to president’s Bodyguard and retiring around the same 

time, may be retained similarly. 
AGeNCieS

president’s Bodyguard to 
retain retiring horses vikrant, 

viraat as mark of respect

New Delhi: terming it 

unconstitutional and arbi-

trary, the supreme court 

on Friday set aside the year-

long suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly.a bench headed 

by Justice a.M. khanwilkar 

said the suspension could 

have only been for a session 

of the House. it further added that the 

resolution for suspending 

the 12 BJp Mlas for a year 

was illegal and declared it 

ineffective.on January 19, 

the top court reserved the 

verdict on petitions challeng-

ing the one-year suspension 

of the 12 BJp Mlas from 

the Maharashtra legislative 

assembly for their alleged 

misconduct and misbehav-

iour in the House in July, 

last year.a battery of senior advo-

cates -- Mahesh Jethmalani, 

Mukul rohatgi, neeraj kis-

han kaul, and siddharth 

Bhatnagar argued for the 

suspended legislators. 
the senior advocates 

were assisted by advocates 

siddharth dharmadhikari 

and abhikalp pratap singh.

senior advocate c.a. sun-

daram, representing the 

Maharashtra government, 

argued the act of suspending 

a member from the legisla-

tive assembly for one year is 

not barred by the constitu-

tion. the petitioners’ coun-

sel contended that merely 

exercising inherent power 

can the House act contrary 

to the constitution, and no 

preliminary power can go 

beyond the constitution or 

fundamental rights.
the petitioners argued 

that there was no justifica-

tion of suspension, which 

affects the right of the con-

stituency. rohatgi empha-

sized that the decision of 

1-year suspension is grossly 

irrational, as there was non-

compliance with natural jus-

tice.during the hearing, the 

top court had observed that 

the suspension of 12 BJp 

Mlas from the Maharashtra 

assembly in July, for a year, 

for misbehaving with the 

presiding officer in chair, 

both inside and outside the 

assembly, was “worse than 

expulsion”.the suspensions came 

after the legislators had 

misbehaved with the then 

speaker-in-chair, Bhaskar 

Jadhav for refusing them 

sufficient time to speak.the 

suspended BJp legislators in-

clude -- ashish shelar, Girish 

Mahajan, atul Bhatkalkar, 

Jaykumar rawal, yogesh 

sagar, narayan kuch, ab-

himanyu pawar, sanjay kute, 

ram satpute, parag alvani, 

kirtikumar Bhangadiya and 

Harish pimpale. AGeNCieS

‘unconstitutional, arbitrary’: sc sets aside 

suspension of 12 BJp Mlas from Maha Vs
New Delhi: india got its 

first-ever export order for 

BrahMos missiles on Friday 

when the philippines’ de-

fence Ministry signed usd 

374 million contract with the 

BrahMos aerospace pvt ltd 

(Bapl) to supply undisclosed 

number of missiles, military 

officials stated.the Bapl, an india-russian 

joint venture, produces the su-

personic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from sub-

marines, ships, aircraft, or from 

land platforms.the usd 374 

million contract is to supply 

shore-based anti-ship BrahMos 

missiles to the philippines’ navy, 

the military officials noted.
in a statement, the defence 

Ministry said: “the Bapl 

signed a contract with the 

department of national de-

fence of the republic of phil-

ippines on January 28, 2022, 

for supply of shore-based 

anti-ship missile system to 

the philippines.””the Bapl 

is a joint venture company 

of the defence research and 

development organisation. 

the contract is an important 

step forward for Government 

of india’s policy of promoting 

responsible defence exports,” 

it added.india has already 

deployed a sizeable number 

of the Brahmos missiles and 

other key assets in several stra-

tegic locations along the line 

of actual control with china 

in ladakh and arunachal 

pradesh. 
AGeNCieS

India gets first-ever export order for Brahmos 

missiles; philippines signs usd 374 million contract

New Delhi:   since the 

election commission has 

banned physical campaigning 

due to prevailing covid-19 

situation in the country and 

the political parties are doing 

virtual rallies, the commis-

sion is keeping a close tab 

on the money spent on these 

rallies.
the commission has 

banned the physical rallies 

till January 31 this year and 

will review the situation after 

that.according to the sources, 

the commission’s observers 

are keeping a tab on the cam-

paign contents, which are be-

ing circulated during these 

virtual rallies.the commission on Jan-

uary 14, had conducted a 

detailed meeting with the 

government officials who 

have been designated as 

general, police and expen-

diture observers, who were 

asked to keep close watch 

on the expenditure during 

these virtual rallies too.dur-

ing the meeting with election 

observers the ec underlined 

the twin concerns on expen-

diture and content on virtual 

mode while the chief elec-

tion commissioner sushil 

chandra reminded ‘expendi-

ture observers’ to be innova-

tive in countering ‘new and 

latest methods of inducement’ 

to the voters.the poll panel has issued 

the guidelines to ensure that 

money spent on virtual cam-

paign is fully accounted for in 

the expenditure statements 

filed by candidates and po-

litical parties.the commis-

sion has already amended the 

format of expenditure state-

ment by adding column for 

virtual rallies.the candidates 

are expected to file the details 

of rallies including the num-

ber of virtual rallies, amount 

spent and also the campaign 

contents shared during these 

rallies.
the eci has also directed 

the social media platform 

companies to ensure compli-

ance with the voluntary code 

of ethics amid heavy online 

campaigning due to ban of 

rallies.the commission has 

increased the expenditure 

limits for the forthcoming as-

sembly elections and under the 

new order issued on January 

6, 2022, the maximum limit 

for the expenditure by a can-

didate in Manipur and Goa is 

fixed at rs 28 lakh while for 

the other three states punjab, 

uttar pradesh, uttarakhand is 

fixed at rs 40 lakh. AGeNCieS

eci keeping close watch on 

expenditure of virtual rallies
new delhi:  Vice president and rajya sabha chairman 

M. Venkaiah naidu will chair the meeting of the rajya 

sabha floor leaders on January 31, ahead of Budget session 

of the parliament.this meeting will take place virtually as 

precautionary measure against the covid-19 spread.in the 

customary meeting ahead of the important session, the 

chairman will ask for the co-operation of all political parties 

for the smooth running of the House.recently, the rajya 

sabha chairman also tested positive for covid-19 and now 

he has been recovering, sources said.the government has 

called an all-party meeting on January 31 to discuss issues 

and legislative business for the budget session.the all-party 

meeting of floor leaders will be held virtually.Floor leaders of all the po-litical parties in both the Houses of parliament are invited for the meet-ing to discuss issues and legislative business in the ensu-ing smooth functioning of the Bud-get session.the meeting will be held virtually at 3 p.m.the Budget ses-

sion of parliament will be held in two parts.First part will 

be held from January 31 till February 11, and the second 

part will be held from March 14 to april 8. 
iANS  

naidu to chair meeting 
of rs floor leaders ahead 

of Budget session

New Delhi: Former Vice president Hamid ansari and 

actress swara Bhaskar participated in an event by iaMc 

on republic day, an organisation which tried to get india 

blacklisted by the us, disinfolab said in a report."Former 

Vp ansari & actor swara Bhaskar participating in an event 

by iaMc to 'save pluralism' on #republicday they may 

not know: iaMc paid money to get india black-list by the 

us is linked with Jamaat-e-islami (Jei) & linked with the 

fraud in name of covid crisis," 

disinfolab said in a tweet.uapa 

was imposed on indian american 

Muslim council (iaMc) last year 

for spreading fake news to incite 

communal violence and reinforc-

es the narrative of minority plight 

in india - from fabricated stories 

on caa to tripura violence, the 

report said. iaMc members like 

kaleem kawaja have been vocal supporter of taliban.direc-

tor of operations in iMana is Zahid Mahmood, who is a 

former pak navy official. coincidentally, iMana is also 

linked with islamic society of north america (isna), a 

Muslim Brotherhood front in the us.iaMc is headed by 

rasheed ahmed, who was executive director (2008-17) 

of another shady front -- islamic Medical association of 

north america (iMana).  

AGeNCieS

hamid ansari attends Iamc event which 
had tried to get India blacklisted

The Budget is  people-friendly and progressive. Along with strengthening economy, it will create 
new opportunities in the 

sphere of infrastructure, 
investment and jobs.”NareNdra Modi, Prime Minister
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○  heALTh `82,600 crore

○  InfRA `1.99 lakh crore   
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vantage  pointDelhi govt receives 1,300 
responses from people 

for its ‘Swaraj Budget’ 
Delhi Budget 2022-23 will bring 

back the derailed economy of 
the city on track and foster 

economic growth 
P2

 
Budget focuses on 

welfare: NaddaThe Union Budget focused 
on upliftment of the poor 

and weaker sections P3
 

66.8 pc feel Budget will 
strengthen the economy 

The Budget well when 
it comes to long-term 

prospects despite the 
hardships they are facing 

at the moment 
P5Govt cuts customs duty 

on some mobile parts
The govt on Tuesday announced duty concessions 

on certain mobile phone 
parts that may make some 

of the mobile handsets 
cheaper.  

P7

with 35% hike, huge push for capital expenditure; digital assets taxed

whats  up

whats down

NEWDELHI: With a special 

focus on capital expenditure, 

Union Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore 

Budget 2022-23 in Lok Sab-

ha. Eyeing 8% growth in the 

upcoming fiscal, the govern-

ment has planned to extend 

Rs 1 lakh crore interest-free 

loans to states. The personal 

income tax rates have been 

left untouched. The growth 

projection is based on oil price 

projection of $70-75 per bar-

rel next fiscal and against the 

current price of $90.
The CapEx head saw a rise 

by 35.4%, around Rs 2 lakh 

crore, as the economic blue-

print pegged it at Rs 7.50 lakh 

crore against the last year al-

location of Rs 5.54 lakh crore. 

In the current financial year, 

the growth rate is expected 

to be 9.2%. The draft also 

indicates that economic ac-

tivity has recovered to pre-

pandemic level and it is well 

placed to take on challenges 

in 2022-23. The Finance Ministry has in-

creased tax deductions for in-

vestments in pension schemes 

for government employees 

besides proposing 30% tax 

on cryptocurrencies. 
The fiscal deficit has plunged 

to 6.9%. This is estimated to 

be at 6.4% in the next finan-

cial year. National Highways will be 

extended by 25,000 km with 

a hike of Rs 1 lakh crore. The 

scope of PM GatiShakti Na-

tional Master Plan will en-

compass the seven engines 

— Roads, Railways, Airports, 

Ports, Mass Transport, Wa-

terways and Logistics Infra-

structure — for economic 

transformation, seamless 

multimodal connectivity and 

logistics efficiency.
The MGNREGA’s allocation 

is Rs 73,000 crore. The fund 

for Rural Development De-

partment has been hiked to Rs 

1,35,944 crore. In agriculture 

sector, the govenment will 

boost the use of Kisan Drones 

for crop assessment, pesti-

cide spray and land record 

digitisation. Natural farming 

along Ganga will also be the 

government’s focus. 
With mental healthcare in 

mind, the government will set 

up a National Digital Health 

Ecosystem and National Tele 

Mental Health Programme. 

The defence sector drew sig-

nificant attention of the Cen-

tre as it saw a hike of 9.82% 

rise at an overall allocatoin 

of Rs 5,25,166 crore for the 

Ministry of Defence. The capi-

tal for new acquisitions has 

been hiked by over 12%. The 

capital budget for the Border 

Roads Organisation has been 

increased to Rs 3,500 crore. 

 

AGENCIES

EYE ON 8% GROWTH Who
What

Said
The visionary Budget will 

help make India the world’s 
leading economy. The Budget will 

change the economy scale. Its 
size (Rs 39.45 lakh crore) shows 

our economy is rapidly growing 

even in the pandemic.”
aMit Shah, Union Home Minister 

The Budget is mostly 
for capitalists. The country is 

gradually turning into unequal 

as nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 
have been provided to the big 

industrialists.”
P. chidaMbaraM, Former Finance Minister

People had high 
expectations from the Budget 

during Covid period. It has left 
people disappointed as the Union 

Budget offers nothing for them. 

Nothing has been done to bring 

respite from inflation.”
arviNd kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister

NEW DELHI: Amid the 

Central leadership hailing the 

Budget as people-friendly, Op-

position leaders have slammed 

the government, terming it a 

“Pegasus spin budget”. 
After Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman presented 

the Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget 

2022-23 in the Lok Sabha, 

Congress leaders, including 

Rahul Gandhi, said it was a 

“Lollypop budget”. They al-

leged it had exposed the gov-

ernment’s “anti-farmer and 

anti-poor” face. West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee termed it 

a “Pegasus spin budget” that 

provided nothing to the com-

mon people who have been 

“crushed” by unemployment 

and inflation.Senior Congress leader and 

former finance minister P 

Chidambaram dubbed the 

Budget as “the most capital-

ist” and said the country was 

turning into “very unequal” as 

nothing is offered to the poor 

and the farmers while sops 

have been provided to the big 

industrialists.Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 

the Budget was nothing but 

an attack on subsidies and old 

rhetoric. The Congress wrote 

on Twitter that the salaried 

and middle classes waited in 

anticipation for a Budget to 

help them through their trou-

bles, but the Lollipop Budget 

has proved that time spent 

waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come 

under BJP rule is nothing but 

time wasted.”Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal dubbed the Union 

Budget as “disappointing” and 

said it has nothing for the com-

mon people.CPM general secretary Sita-

ram Yechury questioned the 

government on the purpose of 

the Budget and asked why the 

wealthy have not been taxed 

further. “Budget for whom? 

The richest 10% Indians own 

75% of the country’s wealth. 

The bottom 60% own less 

than 5%. Why are those who 

amassed super-profits during 

the pandemic, while jobless-

ness, poverty & hunger have 

grown, not being taxed more?” 

Yechury asked in a tweet.
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 

Mayawati said the Budget 

has been brought to “woo the 

public with new promises” and 

alleged that the Centre has 

forgotten to implement its old 

announcements.Swaraj India president Yo-

gendra Yadav said  the gov-

ernment took its “revenge” on 

farmers for leading a successful 

movement against the now-

repealed farm laws. AGENCIES

Opposition leaders see Lollypop, 

Pegasus spin in govt blueprint‘Why are those who amassed wealth during the 
pandemic, while 

joblessness, poverty 
grew, not being taxed more?’

Following are the highlights of the 2022-23 Budget presented 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: 

HEALtH AND SANItAtIoN

  The Ministry of Ayush has got Rs 3,050 in the Union Budget 

2022-23, a slight increase of 2.69% from 2021-22 when 

Rs 2,970 crore was earmarked for the same.  

  Budget documents show that the spending on medical 

and public health has been reduced from Rs 74,820 crore 

in 2021-22 to Rs 41,011 crore in 2022-23 due to lower 

requirement of vaccination. 

  The health sector has been allocated Rs 86200.65 crore. 

This is an increase of 16 per cent over Rs 73,931 crore in 

2021-22.DEfENCE  The defence budget has been hiked to Rs 5.25 lakh crore 

from last year when the allocation was Rs 4.78 lakh crore. 

  The major thrust is on procurement of weapons and military 

platforms from domestic players as well as to involve them 

in defence research and development.

  According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 68% 

of the outlay for defence procurement will be set aside for 

buying from domestic industry and that 25% for defence 

research and development (R&D) will be kept for collabo-

ration with the private sector.

  An independent nodal umbrella body will be set up for 

private players to meet their requirements for testing and 

new technologies and to get the certification.

  The overall defence budget of 5,25,166 crore including 

Rs 1,19,696 crore for defence pensions is an increase of 

9.8% compared to last year’s total outlay. The defence 

budget excluding the pension component stands at Rs 

4,05,470 crore.
  Separately, Rs 20,100 crore has been set aside for the 

Ministry of Defence (civil).
EDuCAtIoN  The allocation for the education sector has been increased 

to Rs 1.04 lakh crore from Rs 93,224 crore (Budget esti-

mate) in 2021-22.
  The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, laid emphasis 

on digital modes of education to reverse learning losses 

caused by the Covid pandemic. The revised estimate for 

2021-22 is Rs 88,001 crore.

   ‘One class-one TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA will 

be expanded from 12 to 200 TV channels. This will enable 

all states to provide supplementary education in regional 

languages for Class I-XII.

  School education has got Rs 63,449.37 crore, SamagraShiksha 

Abhiyan Rs 37,383.36 crore, Kendriya Vidyalayas Rs 7,650 

crore and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas Rs 4,115 crore. 

Higher Education has been allocated Rs 40,828 crore 

AGrICuLturE  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare have 

got Rs 1,32,513 crore, which is a hike of 4.5 per cent than 

the  last year’s budgetary allocation. 

  Rs 6,407.31 crore has been kept aside for the Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. This is around 

44 per cent compared to the last year’s sum.

  The Food Processing Industry has been allocated   

Rs 2,941.99 crore, a hike of over 200 per cent.

  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Yojana has been allocat-

ed Rs 6,75,000 crore and crop insurance scheme  

Rs 15,500 crore.

* Barring diamond traders, the Budget has nothing much  

to offer to the jewellery industry.

  Headphones 
   Electronic toys

   Earphones 
  Unblended fuel

  Smart meters 
   Loudspeakers

  Imitation jewellery    Solar cells

   Solar modules 
   Umbrellas

   X-ray machines

  Phone camera lens   Apparel

  Phone charger 
  Frozen mussels

  Methyl alcohol 
   Cocoa beans

  Polished diamond*   Acetic acid

  Computer, laptop   Asafoetida

The highlighTs

NEWDELHI: Terming it a “zero-sum 

budget”, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 

alleged that the Union Budget 2022-23 

had nothing for those hailing from poor 

and middle class families. “There is despair 

all around our country, our youth have no 

future and once again the Modi govt’s budget completely 

ignores this painful reality,” he wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, taking a dig at him, Finance Minister Sith-

araman said Rahul, as a leader of the oldest political 

party, should understand what was being said. 

Nothing for poor, middle class: Rahul

MuMbAI:Presenting the Bud-

get, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman proposed to tax any 

income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset at 30 per cent 

and impose a 1 per cent tax de-

duction at source of transactions 

above a monetary threshold.
Sitharaman said it should 

not be seen as a step towards 

legalising or recognising crypto-

currencies. “There is a process of 

consultation, which is going on, 

about crypto,” she said.
Though it made some experts 

feel that the measure was a step 

towards legitimising it, a day 

later, Finance Secretary TV So-

manathan cleared the air that 

cryptocurrency would never be 

a legal tender. In an interview, 

Somanathan said just like gold 

and diamond, despite being 

valuable, are not a legal tender, 

private cryptocurrencies too will 

never be a legal tender.
Earlier, Sitharaman said tax-

ing the digital currencies was 

justified as there had been a 

phenomenal increase in trans-

actions in virtual digital assets, 

making it imperative to provide 

for a specific tax regime.
There will also be no deduc-

tion in respect of any expendi-

ture or allowance except the cost 

of acquisition while computing 

this income. Also, the loss from 

transfer of virtual digital assets 

cannot be set off against any 

other income. Estimates put 

the number of crypto investors 

between 1.5 and 2 crore.

In order to capture the trans-

action details, Sitharaman also 

proposed TDS on payment made 

for transfer of virtual digital at 

1%. Gift of virtual digital assets 

is also proposed to be taxed in 

the hands of the recipient, she 

said. Security agencies have ex-

pressed concerns over the mis-

use of digital coins on Dark Web 

for terror acts, drugs trafficking 

and money laundering.
“Virtual digital assets have 

gained tremendous popularity 

in recent times and the volumes 

of trading in such digital assets has 

increased substantially. Further, 

a market is emerging where pay-

ment for the transfer of a virtual 

digital asset can be made through 

another such asset. Accordingly, 

a new scheme to provide for taxa-

tion of such virtual digital assets 

has been proposed in the Bill,” the 

explanatory memorandum of the 

Finance Bill notes.  AGENCIES

30% tax, but crypto won’t be legal: Govt

New policy

FINaNCe SeCReTaRy TV SomaNaThaN SayS 
CRyPToCURReNCy, jUST 

lIke gold & dIamoNd, wIll 
NeVeR Be a legal TeNdeR

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi has said digital rupee, 

proposed in the Budget, can be ex-

changed for cash and will open new 

opportunities in the fintech sector.

While addressing the ‘Atmanirbha 

Arthavyavastha’ (self-reliant econ-

omy) symposium organised by the 

BJP, he said the central bank digital 

currency or the digital rupee will 

make online payments more se-

cure and risk free and boost digital 

economy in the years to come.
“The digital rupee will be the digital 

form of our physical rupee and will 

regulated by the RBI. This will be 

such a system that will enable ex-

change of physical currency with 

digital currency,” Modi said at the 

symposium, attended by senior party 

leaders.“Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) will strengthen the digital 

economy,” he added. AGENCIES

A lot more in fintech sector: PM
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Superstar  
Rajnikanth is 
back in a new 
avatar 

Superstar Rajnikanth is back in a 
new avatar, bringing in massive 
swag while packing in a danger-
ous new vibe which one would 
surely not want to miss. If ‘Ka-
baali’ was where the Tamil super-
star displayed his criminal killer 
side, in ‘Jailer’ he is the mighty 
policeman and killer in the trailer 
for his upcoming black comedy.

The ‘Showcase’ is vague on de-
tails, but it quickly establishes 
that Rajni who is playing the role 
of policeman ‘Tiger’ Muthuval 
Pandian is someone not to be 
messed around with. Now his 
son has gone missing, and the 
veteran officer who packs in le-
thal killer instincts will stop at 
nothing to find his son and kill 
anyone who dares harm his fam-
ily. Donning some of the most 
contrasting attire, at one point 
Rajni is wearing a very simple 
shirt and dhoti which makes him 
a very unassuming personality, 
hiding the man beneath and his 
true nature. Then suddenly we 
see him wearing black leather 
jacket, awesome glasses and 
wielding guns, shooting his way 
through with explosions charring 
the landscape, bullets flying and 
blood getting spilt. But this is 
hardly where things end, because 
now Rajni is also hacking his way 
through quite literally, wielding 
a machete and cleaving his way 
apart through his enemies with 
sheer force and intelligence. Vet-
eran actress Ramya Krishnan who 
plays his wife seems a bit worried 
about what’s going on, though 
Rajni calms her down and seems 
amused at her concerns, only say-
ing that now he has taken things 
too far and nothing will stop him 
or his enemies.

FW correspondent
New Delhi 

Gagan Wadhwa was diagnosed 
with mouth cancer, but he re-
fused to stay down about it 
for long.  Instead, he took up 
bodybuilding, strengthening 
his body and channeling his 
frustration into the sport. A 
year after and not only has 

he beaten the cancer, he’s got 
body physique.

A year ago when Gagan  was 
not able to open his mouth and 
the internal tissues of mouth got 
damaged severely and bursted, 
he visited a doctor for consulta-
tion, his world came to a halt 
when he got diagnosed with 
mouth cancer. Instead of letting 
the disease weigh him down, 

however, he decided to fight 
back. He was suggested im-
mediate surgery followed by 
sessions of Radiation therapy. 
After the surgery, Radiation 
therapy helped immensely in 
curing the cancer completely 
and  giving a new life to Gagan. 
With support from his family 
and doctors, Gagan kept up 
his battle against cancer and 
eventually triumphed over it.

Dr. Vineet Nakra, Radiation 
Oncologist at Max Super Spe-
ciality Hospital Vaishali  who 
treated Gagan said « Radiation 
therapy is an extremely targeted 
treatment precisely acting on 
cancer wherever it may be in 
the body. This allows the cancer 
cells to be killed or be reduced 
in number while safeguarding 
most of the healthy organs and 
tissues in the body. For treating 
Gagan we used Intensity-modu-
lated radiation therapy (IMRT) 
and image-guided radiation 
therapy (IGRT) which are ad-
vanced therapies that deliver 
radiation with higher degrees 
of precision, hence the patient 
faces minimal side effects “

The treatment for cancers 
such as the head and neck have 
transformed tremendously over 
the years, patients often worry 
while undergoing treatment for 
these cancers. Cancers which are 
collectively known as head and 
neck cancers usually begin in the 
mouth, throat, or the voice box.

A docu-series titled ‘AP Dhil-
lon: First of a Kind’ based on 
the Punjabi rapper has been 
announced. It will premiere 
on August 18.

Helmed by series director Jay 
Ahmed, the four-part docuseries 
delves into the life of Amrit-
pal Singh Dhillon and tells the 
story of the self-made superstar 
known globally as AP Dhillon.

Through exclusive access, 
the series follows his remark-
able journey from Gurdaspur, 
a small village in Punjab, to the 
mountains of British Columbia, 
Canada, where he has become 
a renowned global music sen-
sation.

Through a combination of 
Dhillon’s personal accounts and 
interviews with his close-knit 
circle of family and friends, this 
series offers a genuine insight 
into Dhillon’s life, motivations, 
and journey, taking the viewers 

deep into Dhillon’s world, fol-
lowing him on a global expedi-
tion, both on and off the stage.

“Stories of triumph and 
success will always find reso-
nance among viewers, and AP 
Dhillon’s journey to self-made 
superstardom is one that is in-
triguing and inspiring, “ said 
Aparna Purohit, Head of India 
Originals, Prime Video.

The docu-series is produced 
by PASSION Pictures in asso-

ciation with Wild Sheep Content 
and Run-Up Records.

“AP Dhillon: First of a Kind 
is the first ever docuseries to 
dive into the dynamic world of 
Punjabi hip-hop and explore the 
origins of one the most promi-
nent faces of the musical zeit-
geist we’re currently witnessing.”

“AP Dhillon is an icon of our 
times and a legend in the mak-
ing. His is a story of grit and 
determination, friendship and 
brotherhood, and staying true 
to your own creative vision at 
any cost. It’s a story that will 
engage and inspire young and 
old alike, “ said Amy Foster, 
executive producer, PASSION 
Pictures.

“AP Dhillon: First of a Kind 
is a unique series with unprec-
edented access that dives into 
the making of the music, the 
challenge of putting on a tour, 
and the heart of the man him-

self. We’re thrilled to be collabo-
rating with Prime Video and 
Wild Sheep Content to bring 
this truly global success story 
to viewers across the world.”

“The story and the trajectory 
of AP Dhillon’s success is noth-
ing short of remarkable. He is 
an enigma and his music has 
struck a chord among audiences 
world over, “ said Erik Barmack, 
executive producer, Wild Sheep 
Content. “AP Dhillon and the 
entire team at Run-Up Records 
have redefined Punjabi music 
and put it on the global map like 
never before. AP Dhillon: First 
of a Kind traces this journey and 
gives the viewers a look into 
what goes behind the scenes. 
It has been an exciting ride and 
I am glad to have partnered 
with Prime Video for this. We’re 
looking forward to giving fans 
across the world a glimpse into 
the man behind the music.”

New Delhi: While ace cin-
ematographer Satya Nagpaul 
spent hours preparing a shot 
for Gurvinder Singh’s ‘Chauthi 
Koot’ during Punjab’s biting 
winters, actor Survinder Vicky 
would quietly enter the frame 
and sit on the charpoy.

No words would be ex-
changed. Both focused on their 
jobs -- Nagpaul on setting the 
frame, and Vicky on internal-
izing the angst of his character.

For Ivan Ayr’s ‘Milestone’, 
where he played a truck driver, 
Vicky ensured that the seat 
was uncomfortable during 
the long driving lessons and 
actual shooting. After all, the 
character’s physical and mental 
exhaustion had to come forth.

While his latest ‘Kohrra’, 
directed by Randeep Jha, that 
recently dropped on Netflix 
is taking everybody by storm 
including Karan Johar who 
wrote on Twitter: “I was blown 
away by the performances @
suvindervicky is and will be the 
revelation of 2023 across film 
and streaming… his silences 
can launch a million scripts; 
praises are pouring in from sig-
nificant directors like Hansal 
Mehta and Deepa Mehta.

“Of course, I am on cloud 
nine. It is a high when people 
love your work. But I must add 
that I have always given my 
100 per cent to each project, 
just that ‘Kohrra’ has touched a 
lot of people, “ the 50-year-old 
actor, who is originally from 
Hissar in Haryana tells IANS.

Vicky, who has been seen in 
a wide variety of roles includ-
ing those in films like ‘Kesari’, 
‘Milestone’, ‘Udta Punjab’ and 
several Punjabi movies, por-

trays the role of the cop Balbir 
Singh with multiple layers and 
several shades in ‘Kohrra’, in a 
performance punctuated with 
long silences, pregnant gazes, 
and allowing the abyss to look 
back at him. “Powerful scripts 
and intelligent directors have a 
big role to play in allowing you 
to say more without uttering a 
word. I started doing this with 
‘Chauthi Koot’. And then you 
saw me in Ivan Ayr’s ‘Mile-
stone’. When you internalise, 
the audience gets to know, and 
can relate with the character 
better, “ he says. A pass-out 
from Punjabi University’s (Pa-
tiala) Theatre and Television 
Department, he attributes his 
success to his theatre training, 
stressing that the same teaches 
one not just the craft but also 
the art of patience.

“You learn to ‘wait’, you ac-
quaint yourself with the power 
of holding back, you understand 
when to throw a punch, when 
to just stay still.” He, however, 
insists that there is no ‘process’ 
that he follows, despite being a 
trained actor; and that every-
thing has been learnt in the real 
world -- on the sets.

“It’s never about acting theo-
ries, but in fact coming in con-

tact with something inside that 
you never knew existed. While 
working with Gurvinder, and 
internalising the absolute si-
lences of ‘Chauthi Koot’, I sud-
denly discovered my strength, 
my own language -- the one 
which does the talking in my 
subsequent films. Now, he has 
been essayed the role of a cop 
in another Netflix series ‘CAT’, 
and will also be seen another 
one in a similar role, does he 
not fear being typecast?

“Not at all. Don’t you feel 
I have broken the notion of 
being typecast despite playing 
similar multiple characters 
donning the uniform? Sehtab 
Singh (CAT) and Balbir Singh 
(‘Kohrra’) are two very different 
people. At least that is what I 
would like to believe.”

All praise for chances actors 
like him are getting, thanks to 
OTT platforms, Vicky says the 
digital medium has brought 
about a metamorphosis in their 
lives. “So much talent we are 
witnessing -- not just in acting 
but in every other department. 
Young directors are allowed to 
tell the story their way, thus 
facilitating actors like us to 
explore ourselves without both-
ering about the box office.”

Kartik Aaryan alongside 
Kiara Advani is set to 
headline another film 
titled ‘Chandu Champion’

Bollywood actor Kartik Aary-
an, after registering a sturdy 
success of his last theatrical 
film ‘Satyaprem Ki Katha’, 
in which he starred along-
side Kiara Advani, is set to 
headline another film titled 
‘Chandu Champion’, the first 
look of which was unveiled 
on Tuesday. It shows Kar-
tik looking into the camera 
as he dons the blazer with 
“India” written on it. The 
picture also shows “military” 
written on the blazer signify-
ing that Kartik’s character 
serves in the Indian forces. 
The upcoming film, directed 
by Kabir Khan of ‘Bajrangi 
Bhaijaan’ fame, is based on a 
true story of a sportsperson. 
The actor sports short hair 
in the first look, and has at-
tempted a never been seen 
before look for the film. 

After an exciting teaser, ‘Gadar 
2’ has released its revamped 
version of the iconic dance 
number ‘Main Nikla Gaddi 
Leke’, mixing in folk, elec-
tronic, a strong bass which 
is sung by with great passion 
by Udit Narayan and his son 
Aditya Narayan along with 
music director Mithoon.

The original track from 22 
years ago is an all time classic, 
so releasing a new version car-
ries its own risks. But this is 
no longer the case as ‘Gadar 2’ 
very much honours the original 
track, with Udit Narayan once 
again coming in with his great 
voice and showing no signs of 
ageing.

But this time, much like 
how the father-son duo of Tara 
Singh (Sunny Deol) and his son 
Charanjeet Singh (Utkarsh 
Sharma) dance to the song, Udit 
Narayan and Aditya Narayan 
do an amazing collaboration 
perfectly complementing each 
other’s voices, with great chore-
ography wrapping up nostalgia 

with a new flavour.
If the original was about love, 

this time the song is now about 
the strong bond of a family as 
Tara Singh and Charanjeet 
dance to the song along with 
Tara’s wife and Charanjeet’s 
mother Sakina Ali Singh (Amee-
sha Patel), displaying their 
strong love and massive energy.

The revamped version has 
also received great reception, 
garnering over two million 
views on YouTube within just 
three hours of releasing, with 
great praise being directed at 
Sunny Deol’s dancing and Udit 
Narayan’s voice, both of whom 
do not reflect their age in their 
performance.

The addition of Aditya and 
Mithoon was also praised as 
both the singers blended their 
own voices perfectly with Udit 
Narayan, and created an en-
tirely new composition out of 
the exact same song.

‘Main Nikla Gaddi Leke’ from 
‘Gadar 2’ is indeed the same as 
the original, but it is also very 
much different as it brings in a 
more modern production with 
a far more open mix, and new 
vocal dynamics.

The new version has only 
hyped up audiences more for 
‘Gadar 2’ and the fight that 
awaits Tara Singh and his 
family, as the Anil Sharma 
directorial hits theatres on 
August 11, 2023.

Actress Sheena Bajaj is all 
set to make her Bollywood 
debut with movie ‘Non Stop 
Dhamaal’, directed by Irshad 
Khan. The actor plays the role 
of Kaaya in the film which also 
stars Rajpal Yadav, Annu Ka-
poor, Manoj Joshi, Shreyas 
Talpade, Hemant Pandey and 
many more. “The film marks 
my return to comedy after 
a long break. My last in the 
genre was sitcom ‘Best Of Luck 
Nikki’. I had an amazing time 
making this film with such 
talented cast and crew. Learnt 
so much from Rajpal Yadav. 
He was always there to help 
and we even improvised a lot. 
He said nice things about my 
work. Such things mean a lot, 
” Sheena said.

Now that she is starting her 
journey in films, we ask about 
the kind of roles she is keen on 
taking up. She said: “In Bolly-
wood, my perspective primarily 
revolves around seeking roles 
that are deeply performance-
oriented, ones that allow me to 

truly shine as an actor. It’s that 
singular film where you have 
a specific number of minutes 
to captivate the audience with 
your performance.”

“Once you achieve that and 
people recognise your talent, 
there’s an unstoppable mo-
mentum that propels you for-
ward. ‘Non Stop Dhamaal’ is 
scheduled for release on Au-
gust 18, and the trailer is set 
to launch on the 4th. I extend 
a warm invitation to everyone 
to join me at the JW Marriott 
event from 2:00 PM to 7:00 
PM. Please watch the trailer, 
enjoy the music, and contrib-
ute your insights about the 
film. Your feedback could 
potentially lead to valuable 
improvements.

Pakistani Hockey 
team arrives India to 
play on Indian turf

Jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

The Pakistan hockey team here 
Tuesday crossed over to  India 
via the Attari-Wagah border for 
the upcoming Asian Champi-
ons Trophy slated to be held in 
Chennai from August 3.

The much -anticipated match 
between arch-rivals India and 
Pakistan will take place on 
August 9.  The Pakistan team 
is scheduled to fly into Chen-
nai later tonight after entering 
Amritsar by road.

Muhammad Saqlain, head 
coach of the Pakistan Hockey 
team, told  media that the team 
was scheduled to travel to Chen-
nai to play in the Asian Cham-
pions Trophy. The teams from 
all over Asia are featuring in 
the tournament.  We can hope 
for good and stronger relation-
ships with sports, he quipped. 
He said, “We are here to extend 
the hand of friendship with our 
Indian counterpart. 

Kavita Sharma

India’s Anju goes to Pakistan 
and Seema Haider in reverse 
comes to India to meet their 
Boyfriends they met on social 
media. The two women of rival 
countries are making headlines 
for “love” and not hatred. Their 
decision is full of legal chal-
lenges but is being considered 
as a Bold step. The investigat-
ing agencies are trying to find 
out the truth behind it. 

It is love across nations, 
when Indian women Anju 
met Nasrullah on Facebook,  
and Pakistani women Seema 
Haider met Sachin Meena 
on a popular online  game 
PUBG. Both married women 
fall in love with their online 
friends. Both belong to enemy 
countries, both married with 
children and both crossed the 
borders to unite with their lov-
ers. The only difference be-
tween them is Anju entered 
Pakistan on legal documents 
through Wagah border while 
Seema Haider illegally came to 
India with her four kids in the 
month of May via neighboring 
border Nepal. 

 On her arrival in India, 30 
year old Seema Haider the 
Pakistani women was inter-

rogated by the Uttar Pradesh 
Anti Terrorism Squad. After 
which she submitted a mercy 
petition to the President Drou-
padi Murmu seeking permis-
sion to live with her supposed 
Husband 22 year old Sachin 
Meena whom she had married 
in Pashupati Temple in Kath-
mandu, Nepal. In a mercy peti-
tion to the President, Haider 
has explained how she had em-
braced Hinduism and got mar-
ried to Sachin Meena following 
Hindu rituals. ”If you show 
some mercy, the petitioner will 
spend the rest of her life with 
her husband, four minor chil-
dren and matrimonial relative, 
will be grateful that you gave 
a chance to make something 
of myself and to be a source 
of strength and support mat-
rimonial petitioner can. The 
petitioner will finally be able 

live a life of dignity in India, 
“ Haider stated in a petition.

Seema Haider hails from 
Sindh province in Pakistan. 
She got in touch with Meena 
through online game PUBG 
in 2019-20 and they started 
talking on whatsapp and In-
stagram before falling in love 
with each other. Haider was 
arrested by local authorities of 
Greater Noida in UP on July 4, 
for illegally entering India and 
got bail on July 7. Since then 
she is staying in Greater Noida 
with Sachin Meena.     

 On the other hand Anju 
had fallen in love with Nasrul-
lah (who resides in Pakistan’s 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince) through facebook, and 
went to Pakistan. According 
to media reports of Pakistan, 
Anju has embraced Islam and 
become Fatima now.  After 

reaching Pakistan and meeting 
her friend Nasrullah , Anju 
through a video message in-
formed everyone in India that 
she is in Pakistan and have 
gone there legally, in a planned 
manner. She also said she is 
safe in Pakistan and will soon 
return to India. But after one 
day her news of converting to 
Islam religion and marrying 
Nasrullah shocked everyone.  
The conversion of Hindus 
is very common in Pakistan 
and especially in the cases of 
women. Now the 34 year old 
Anju a mother of two kids have 
tied the knot with 29 year old 
Nasrullah in a local court. Anju 
has a 15 year old daughter and 
six yr old son, she left her home 
on the pretext of visiting Jaipur.

 Meanwhile Seema Haider 
has applied for Indian Citizen-
ship and Anju who has con-
verted to Islam after Christanity 
will reside in Pakistan. Anju’s 
father and her husband are very 
disappointed by her decision 
and want to dissociate with her 
now. According to Anju’s father 
Gaya Prasad Thomas, “ She has 
ruined the future of her kids, her 
family. She is dead for us.”  They 
will not ask the govt. to get her 
back, he said.  Although Anju, 
through her video messages is 
still denying she has not con-
verted and will be back soon.

Seema Haider, now resid-
ing in Greater Noida in Uttar 
Pradesh is happy and is preg-
nant with Sachin Meena in 
India, but will Anju stay happy 
in Pakistan is a big question.  

Hollywood star 
Angelina Jolie is 
reportedly keen on 
starting a new life 
with her rumored 
move. After she was 
spotted apartment 
hunting with two of 
her children in New 
York City earlier this month, she 
is said to be ready to date again 
once she moves to Big Apple, 
reports aceshowbiz.com.

“Angelina’s not really into the 
L.A. scene with all the entertain-
ment industry types, “ a source 
tells Life & Style about the ac-
tress’ dating preference. “She 
wants to meet interesting people 
who are passionate about the 
arts.” The source notes that the 
Oscar winner has “impossibly 
high” standards, but she wants 
no less than that in her man. 
“She’s looking to date someone 

who measures up to 
her standards - even 
if they’re impossibly 
high!” the source said.

While Angie is look-
ing forward to her new 
life in NYC, she is ap-
parently in no rush to 
find a new house for 

her family. “She’s looking for the 
perfect place, “ the so-called in-
sider shares. “She’ll know it when 
she sees it.” “Angelina plans to 
split her time between Los Ange-
les and NYC, “ the source goes on 
revealing the 48-year-old’s plans. 
“She really thrives on activity and 
movement, and she’s excited to 
be in one of the greatest cities in 
the world.” While she has been 
staying in Los Angeles to keep 
her children close with their 
father Brad Pitt, the site notes 
that it’s getting easier to move 
around as the kids get older.

Anju, Seema Haider’s
online Indo-Pak love

Man beats cancer
to follow his Passion 
for BodyBuilding

‘Gadar 2’
has released its revamped version 

of the iconic dance number 
‘Main Nikla Gaddi Leke’

‘Main Nikla Gaddi Leke’ 
from ‘Gadar 2’ is indeed the 
same as the original, but it 
is also very much different 
as it brings in a more modern 
production with a far more 
open mix, and new vocal 
dynamics.

Silence! This is Survinder Vicky, the 
‘Kohrra’ actor everyone is talking about

Docu-series on AP Dhillon’s journey to premiere on Aug 18

Sheena Bajaj to make Bollywood 
debut with ‘Non Stop Dhamaal’

Angelina Jolie is keen on starting 
a new life with her rumored move


